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FE To the Right Honourable 


|GEORGE 


ques, Earl, and Viſcount 
ax, "Baron of Eland, Lord 
Privy feat, -and one of His 
 Majeſtis Moſt Honourable 
. Privy Conncil, 


MY LORD, 
JF have ſet down, the only 
opportunity I ever bal of ke kf 


| fo gou Lordſbips Hands, amongſt 
DE ns Encounters of my Life, 


| jo may 
4 = after, to ye pe he ſo, 
; Ms} will not, 1 bope, ihink 


2 your 


The Epiſtle = ; 
"Joi "ſelf injur'd by ſuch a Decls- 


ration from .a Man that honowrs 
You"; nor condemn my Ambition, 
phe T publiſh tg the World, that | 
\T am not altogether unknown to 
You. Your j pemhgra p,. peradvuen-f 
ture, may bave. forgot.a Conver- 
ſation ſo little worthy your remem- 
trance : but the memory 'of your 

| Liraſhip's obliging- ſaſhjon-ta ime 


all that time, can never dye with 


me ; and though my Acknowlede- 

gs arrives thus late at you, 1 
have never left it at. home when 
T went abroad i into the bef Con om-. 


ns nr you, 1 do 1 [. do wot f 


| lity and Merit, and to my De- 
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to do it to thoſe that are : but-| 
F: cannot forbear to ſay, that TI 
then recerud ſuch an impreſſion of 


| your Vertue, and Noble Nature, 


will. flay with me for ever. 
This will either excuſe the Li- 
berty I preſume to take in this 
Dedication, or, at leaſt, make it 
no. wonder ; and I am ſo confi- 
dent in 'yowr Lordſbips Genero- 


faty, that I aſſure my ſelf you will 


not deny your Proteftion to a 
Man whoſe greateſt Publick Crime 
ws that of an ill Writer. A bet- 
ter Book ( if there be 4 better 
of the kind ( in the Original I 
mean }) had been a Preſent more :: 


fitly ſuited to your Lordſhips Qua- 


A 3 Vo- 


vation : 1 could beartily wiſh it 
ach : but as it 4s, T lay it at your 
Lordfbip s Feet, together with 


My Lord, 


Your L ordfhips | 


Mott humble, and moſt 
obedient Servant, 


a 
Ie 


renders it the hazdeſt Book to make « 
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THE 


.TRANSEATORS 7 


PREFACE TO THE 


READER, 


4 true Copy of a very brave Original, 
How far I have ſucceeded in that De- 
ſign is left to every one to judge 5 and I expe 
to be the more gently cenſured, for having my 


ſelf ſo modeſt an Opinion of my own Perfor- 


.. mance, as io confeſs that the Author has ſuffer- 


ed by me, as well as the former Tranſlator; 
though [ ——_ dare affirm,that the miſinter- 
pretations_ I ſhall be found guilty of, are neither 


ſo numerous, nor ſo groſs. I cannot diſcern my 


own Errours, it were impardonable in me if [ 
could,and did not mend them; but I can ſee his 
except when we are both miſtaken ) and thoſe 
have correFed 5 but am not ſo ill natur'd as 
to ſhew where. Intruth, both Mr. Florio, and 
T are to be excuſed, where we miſs of the ſence 
the Author, whoſe Language is ſuch in many 
laces, as Grammar cannot reconcile, which 


Uer- 


TT Deſign in attempting this Tranſlati- | Ip." ; 
on, was to Eo an Country with | A 
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995 or any 
ag | -mſomuch, that 
th ith T do think,and am pretty confident, (7 
derftand French as well as many Men, I have 
yet ſoretinnes hern/fored to grope at his mean- | 
ing. Peradventithe the 37g Critick, would 
in ſome Places-heve found my Author abſtruſe 
enough. Tet are wot ow Mi ſtakes 1 ſpeak of 
erther.ſo many, or of ſo great importance, as to 
cait any ſcandalous blemiſh upon the Books but * 
ſuch” as ” fo Readers can” diſcover, and they 
ns do, will-I hope eaſily excuſe. 

"The Errors of the Preſs, 1 muſt in part take 
ANEs my ſelf; living at ſo remote a diſtance 
from it, and ſupplying it with a ſwbberd Copy 
from an illiterate Amanuenſis; the laſt of which 
7s provided againſt in the Quires that muſt 


ucceed, 
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. © SEIGNEUR DE 7 


MONTAIGNE, 


© Almoft entirely taken out of his own , 
| "WORKS. " 


faigne, 1n Perigord,was Noble,but No- 
ble without any great. luſtre till his 
time: As to Eſtate, he was ſeiz'd of above two 3 
thouſand Crowns of yearly Revenue. He was | ,,7- y > AY 
bornto his Father the third in order of Birth of -" 
bis Children, and by him delivered to Goflips 5 
of the meaneſt Tondtion to; be baptized, with 

a Deſign rather ro oblige, and link him to 
thoſe who were, likely to ſtand in need of | 
him, than to ſuch as he might ſtand in need | 
of, He moreover ſent him from his Cradle 
to be brought up in a poor Village of his, 
and there continued him all the while he was 
at Nurſe, and longer, forming him to the 
lowelt, and moſt common manner of Living : 
| Wherein he certainly ſo well inuwy'd him imp 


to. * 


T: E Race of Michael $ cigneyr de Mon- 
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The L I FE PF ; 
toFrugality and Auſterity,that TOE Pl 
ado, during all the time of his I elpe- 
cially, to £0 corre the refifals he wo of 
things that Children of his age are common- . 
ly — of, as Sugars, Sweet-meats, March- 
 pangs,and the like. 

No donbt the Greek, and Latis Tongues 
_ are a very Fair and a very great Advance ; 
but, as he himſelf obſerves, they are now a 
\c 4,:, days too dear bought. 4 1 ly an 
= _ all diligent inquiry 


— FIRES 
of Education, Was. caution 


inconvenience then in Uſe, and told, that the 
tediqus time that 1s em Jardin ths Loogee 
ges of the Ancient Greeks and Rowers, which 
coſt them nothing, is the only reaſon, that 
mnt perfection of K bat grand dh 
an on of Know t. was 
them. The expedient EIN | 
pen this' was, that whilſt he was at 
gan to Spe | 
him im to the Care of a 1 
died a ea 35 Phyfician 1n # Ty, totally 
- 49norant 'of. our Language, an well 
gas 'd in the Latin Ton af This Man that 
he had ral he out + fiis own antry 
and en with a very great Salary 
this pu of, had the Chijd continually in 
his RD to whom there were added two 
more. moderately Learned, to attend 
Him, and to Relieve the firſt, which three 
EN- 


| Michael Svzzmwenr de Montaigne. 
entertahyd him with no other Language but 
Latin. As to the reſt of the Family, it 
was aft tnviolable Rule, that nexther his Fa- 

er, uch as his Mother, Man or 
Maid, fpoke any Word in his hearing, but 
ſuch as every. one had learr't only to om 
with him. And 'tis not to be believ'd how 
all of them profited by this Method 3 his Fa- 
ther and Mother learn't by this means Lavir 
enough to _underftand, and. to ſerve them- 
felves withal at need, as alfo thoſe Servants 
did, who were moſt about his Perſon. To 
be ſhort, they did Latin it at ſuch a Rate, 
that It overflowed to the Neighbouring Vil- 
lages, where, by Ute, ſeveral Latin Appellatt- 
ons of Artizans and their Toots, have- got 


-. 


footing, and there remain to this day. For - 


his part, he was above fix years old before 
he underſtood any more of French, or Pe- 
rigordin, than of Arabick,, and without Art, 
Books, Grammar, or Precepts, without 
Whipping, and . without Tears, he had 
learn't to fpeak as pure Latiz -as his Maſter, 
for he.could neither 4lter it nor mix it, Tf, 
for Example, they gave him a Theam after 
the Colledge Mode 3 they gave it to others 
in French, but they were fain to.give it him 
in ill Latin to put it into good: And Nz- 
cholas Groxchi, who has writ a Book de Co- 
#vitiir Romanorum, Guiliaume Guerente, who 
has writ a Commentary upon Ariftotle,George 


Bitthanan, that great Scotch Poet, and Mark 


Antho- 


) 
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Anthony de Mureta, whom both Frence and 
pp wat py for the beſt Orator of his 
Time, his Domeſtick Tutors, have oft ſince 
told him, that he had that Language in-his 
Ghildhood fo ready, and at hand, they were 
afraid-to accoſt him. 


3 'Ve834% As the Greek his Father dig Cro ave 
E. It = t him by Art, but by a new 


and that by way of Sport and Recreation. 
they toſt their Declenſions to and fro, after 


the manner of thoſe, who by certain Tricks 
upon _t eſs-board, learn Arithmetick, 
and Geometry : ſo, anongy other things, he 
had been advisd to make him reliſh Learn-_ 


I ing and Duty,. by an unforcd Will, and his 
— own Device, and to. Educate his Soul with 
I * all Sweetneſs and Liberty, without Auſteri- 
py ns Wa RNs 
uch a degree of Superſtition, that ſeeing ſome 
ire of Opie, that 1t troubles the Bram.of 
3 Children to be ſuddenly rowsd in a Morn- 
S ing, and to be ſnatch't away from ſleep, 
3 wherein they are much deeper plungd than 
= men, with haſte and vialence; he always cau- 
bk: ſed him to_be waked by the ſound of ſome 
= Maſical Inftrument, and was never unprovi- 
”*. * ded ofa Muſician for that purpoſe. | 
.* ...., But, as they who are impatient tobe cur'd, 
ſubmit-to all ſorts of Remedies, and every 
,ones Advice; the good Man, being extream- 
1y timorous. of failing. in a thing .he had ſo 
much ſet his Heart upon, ſuffered Woes * 
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Rf to be, he more ſtrifily. obſery'd his Ma- 


laſt tobe carried "away by the common O! i- 
which” went before, ' and ſubmitted'to Cu- 


| ſtom; | having now no more” thoſe 'Perſons 
" abouthim, who had given” him the firſt In- 


ſtruions, that he had brought out of Þraly. 
And. about the fixth Year of his Ape ſent him 
to the Colledge of Guyenve, atthat time very 
flouriſhing, and” the wy in Aedeooore And 
there it was not poſſible to add any thing to 
the Care he had in choofing for ban the beſt 
Chamber-Tators, and in all other Circumſtan- 


ces of Education, wherein he'reſerv'd ſeve- 


ral particular! Forms, contrary tothe Col- 
ledge Ufance; but fo it was, that'it was a 
Colledge ſti, and this unuſual method of 
Education, was here of no greater advant; 

to ham, . than-at : his firſt coming to prefer 


him to one of the /higher Claſſes, for at thir- . -- 
teen Years of Age, he had run thorough his ©+ -. 


whole Courſe: . 74 62 

At the Age of three and thirty he married 
a Wife, though, might he have been left free 
to his own Choice, ke would have avoided 


- marrying, even Wiſdom her ſelf, had ſhe been 


willing. But 'tis to much purpoſe, ſays he, 
to reli Cuſtom, and the. common Uſance of 
Life wb have it {o. CORO __— 
riage of his was not Spontaneous, he was 
6.5 hn it, and led to it by odd Accidents. 
And. as great a Libertine:as he confeſſes him- 


tri- 
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© The LIFE of + 


mould. New, than be expetted Gow, of 
Be nba Yr wg IRA j 
is Fa Partape, 
$9.0! eldeſt of his Sons, Prophecying that 
would Ruine it, conſidering his Humour, 
ſs little diſposd to live at home : Bur he 

was deceiv'd, for he livd upon it as he en- 

tred into it, wy that it was ſotnething 

| benter, and. yer without Office, or any 6 

a'G* ther Forrmgn helps. "Azto the reſt if For- 
| Mae never Ghdl Tis . 


, 2 * 
Ib pes Woes #$< , i 


| he cone ad  Libonls 

bundzed Years before his Time : ID 
own. particular -had any folid and effen- 

tial Advantages, for which he ſtood indebr- 


cd to her Bounty. She ſhew'd him Airy, Ho- 
ok and Ticular Favours, wi t Subs- | 


A PRong = made to EEE = 
third Book of his EGays. oat”: 
Meſ- 


I, 1 ds Montdigne. 
p DAT eikut Baxirdemnx, eleted hity Mayor 
of their City, arteries prod 


doth, ;and at Rowe, and yer more Remote 
from -afy ach Expectation, 'which made him 
excuſe: bimfel 5: but: that would not ſerve 
his tern, and: moreover the int > ongire 
his Command. "Tis an Office 
be look d upon with the 
he no eter Dera El Reverb 
ing.eo it, than the meer honour'of its Exe- 
cution.. | Eiefion, be caminngd looger, 
a ___ yp" Proc 'be cominaed 1] 
Fince Dt, no: 

rs to ae, more 
yo to. Money: de Byron, I of 
Cn ene 
his;to: Matignon, alſo Mi l 
of Frazte; proud of fo {o-nobte a Fi ord ae 
RS LEI 

the 1 

A whe Giikires bis Wiſe bro Dat 


Nurſe Gving Teorbranonly Da ter, whom 
he diſposd m courrſdge 2160 Feats be: 
forte ns Death. © ! 

The firſt prin of bs Eilive was inthe 


Year 1580, at: which time the-publick 'Ap- 
pious gave him, as he ſays, a little more af- 
rance than he expeted. He has finco ad- 
ded, but correfted nothing : His Book having 
been always the ſame, ſaving that upon eve- 
ryRh&y Impreflion, he took the Priviledge 
to 


afflicke, with the Cholick and Srone + As'to. 
| Horne: very: olfiinatein his batred, and | 


'Grand- "> 


ut.having cver Uſted any fort of Medicine, 
He died; in the Year 1592, the 13th:of 
September 5 very conſtant, and Philolophi- 
cal.; ;being: aged: fifty nine Years, fix 
Moors, and "1A, and was buried 
NS aro xhebeleg, 
ery. , now given to 
"ous! Fenillantinet i where {-n Wife Francoiſe 
dela C and his Daughter, have erc&- 


7 {I him at honourable Monument, :ha- 
his Anceſtots, p: 
Dov in ut pbabts 
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The Contents of the Chapters 
of the firſt Book. 


ay 
tt 
Þ 
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Ch. 1. Hat Men by various wayet ar- 
Rr rive at the ſame End. © 
Chap. 2. Of Sorrow. | 
Chap. 3. That our AﬀeTions carry themſelves 
beyond Us. - 
| Chap. 4. That the Soul diſcharges her Paſſions 
| mpon falſe ObjeFs, where the true are want- 


Ing. | | 
; Chap. 5. Whether the Governour of a Place 
| beſieg d ought himſelf to go ont to parle. 
| Chap. 6. That the Hour of Parle is dange- 
| ous. | 
| Chap. 7. That the Intention is Judge of our 
AFions. 

| Chap. 8. Of Idlenefs. 
| Chap. 9. Of Lyars. 
| Chap. 10. Of 2wick or Slow Speech. 
' Chap. 1s. Of Prognoſtication. 

Chap. 12. Of Conſtancy. 
J | Chap. 13. The Ceremony of the Interview of 
I { Prince. 
7 | Chap. 14. That men are juſtly puniſht for be- 
z} ing obſtinate in the Defence of a Fort, that 
IJ 7 wot in: reaſon to be defended. 
2) | A Chad. 


Toe pg h : 


Chap. 15. Of the Puniſhment of Comerilits. wc 
Chap. 16.” A Proceeding of ſaye Ambaſſadours. | 
Chap. 17. Of Fear. 

. Cha hap: 18. That Men are not to judge of our 

appineſs, till after Death. 
Chap. 19. That to ſtudy Philoſophy is to learn | 
to Dye. . 

Chap. 20. Of the Force of Lmagination. | 

Chap. 21. That the Profit of one Man 3s. the | | 
Inconvenience of another. . 

Chap. 22. Of Cuſtome, and that we ſhould not 
ealily change a Law receive 

Chap. 23. Various Events from the ſame Counſel. 

Chap. 24. Of Pedantry. 

Chap. 25. Of the Bdacation of Children. To 
Madam Diana of Foix, Counteſs of Gurſon. 

Chap. 26. That it is folly to meaſure [ruth and 
Erronr by our own capacity. 

Chap. 27. Of Friendſhip. 

Chap. 28. Nine and twenty Sonnets of Efti- 
enne dela Boetie to Madam de Grammont, 
Connteſs of Guiſſon. 

Chap. 29. Of Moderation. 

Chap. 3o. Of Cannibals. 

Chap. 31. That a Man is ſoberly to judge ef } 
Divine Ordinances. : 

Chap. 32. That we are to avoid Pleaſnres,cver: | 
at the expence of Life. | 

Chap. 33. That Fortune is oftentimes obſerved 
to aF by the Rule of Reaſon. : 

Chap. 34 Of « one Defef# in one Government. 


Chap. 35- 


| The Contents. 


& Chap. 35. Of the Cuſtom of wearing Cloths. 
'E Chap. 36. = Cato the younger. 
Tha 


Chap. 37. That we Laugh and Cry for the ſame 
thing. 

Chap. 38. Of Solitude. 

Chap. 39. A Conſideration upon Cicero. 


þ Chap. 40. That the Reliſh of Goods and Evils 


does in a great Meaſure depend upon the Opi- 


ion we have of theme. 


Y Chap. 41. Not to Communicate a Man's He- 


20ur. 
Chap. 42. Of the Inequality amongſt us. 
Chap. 43. Of Sumptuary Laws. 
Chap. 44. Of Sleep. 
Chap. 45. Of the Battel of Dreux. 
Chap. 46. Of Names. | 
Chap. 47. Of the Incertainty of our Judgment. 
Chap. 48. Of Horſes dreſt to the Menage, call 4 

eſtrials. | 


Chap. 49. Of Ancient Cuſtoms. 


| Chap. 50. Off Democritus and Heraclitus. 


Chap. 51. Of the Vanity of Words. 

Chap. 52. Of the Parcimony of the Ancients. 
Chap. 53. Of a Saying of Cxlaw 

Chap. 54. 7 Vain Subtilties. 

Chap. 55. Of Smells. 


Chap. 56. Of Prayers. 
Chap. 57. Of Age. 
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ERRATA 

Par 8. 1.1 5: read Saciety. p,18.1,23.r. were to deprive. P.25. 

1. 13.r.ſolicitude. 76. 1.28.r.ſolicitude. p.28.. 11, r.ſolicitude, 

P-44-l-21.r.of the evo Counts: p. 58.1.4.r.come to the Court. 
P.5 5.1. 14.r.from dreams.p.70.1.8.r.conlincer.p.7 2.1.9.r.fortuirous, 
zd, [16. r. fortunately. p.73. 1.13. r. flying way. p. 97. 1.21.r.it is 
enough. p.8 5.1.30.r.Pertander. p.g6.1.13.r-Panick. 6.1.18. dicique, 
P.111.1.26, r.imbetlis, p.132. 114. r.'twas I, #.1.19.r.anfwer him; 
and 1.26.r.laffitude. p.1436.1.8.t:his enflamed. p.1 53.l.1.r.his fight, 
Þ- 157. 1.21.r.chang'd. p. 159, 1.-20.r. Whirle-barts. p.170. 1.18. 
r.cenfe the men.p.189.1.5.r.thoſe.p.190-1.7.r.of doing,p.2co.l.17. 
r, Were tO. Pe. 229. 1.14.r.form of.p. 232. 1.22. r.Grammar. p.233. 
[.7.r.incite. p-238.1.27.r.hope. p. 235. 1 2. r. with any one.p.240. 
1.5. r. Cento's. What other Errara's ſhall occur, not here men- 
tion'd, the Reader is defiz'd ro amend at his diſcretion. ; 
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4 it moſt likely'ind moſt a , tegg e: 
FS i \ 4 way inPrattice 0 a 
- - "the Tndi ich 
"have any way offe when 
"Polleflion, © of . 
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we Tee them n 


Þ& Power of Revenge, atid find that Wwe _ ES 


hitely lye at their Mercy Mex b 


Submit 
whats: hich 'nothing tters 


Submiſſion 


ſeratio on and Pity: . apd et RED GA ofthe of- 
nſtanc "arid d Reel, ever fend 


the fame effeft.. ne Elead 
ales (the fame who ſo long th Black 
B 


ory of an”; Adverfary Sig HR move hen es nolles i 


"2M 


"Sink de M tqigge's Wore. Book N 
| nab 'd our Province of Guienne, a Perſon 


whoſe -high Condition, "excellent Qualities, 
and rema en Fortune, have in them t 
deaVof the,y6ſt nghle arig)molY onal 
Part of GrÞndeurf having,threugh ſoa Mil: 


demeanonrs of theirs, been bighty incens'd 
the Limoſins, and in the hea of that Reſent- 


| _ Nh ks ao, an: Aſlayl, nd I3 bk 


joe”. either by eh aparm -f the Peo- 
pte; or the Prayers and Tears of the Women 
and Children abandon't to Slaughter and 

at-bis Feet for Mercy, to to be ſtayed 
from proſecuting his Revenge; till, uno: 
ting further into'the- Body-of the Town, he 
Remarka- at laſt. tgok notice of three, Frexch- Gente 
| ble Valour eh; who with incredible Bravery, 


- 1695 | ſuſtain” d = whole Power of his viabſtbus 


. Gentles* A K, was, that the Conflide- 

wa_g cn-6f &*% 0 Rehen hals ſo ragpark: 

FOG a Vertue, firſt ſtopt the; Torre $+4 

Ps , and. that his Clemency, beginniny 

re {Ervation of. tl theſe three Cavaliers, Wz 

| texwards extend "eg to all the, remaining 

Scanderbeg. habitants. of the (e 21t Sree Hh 3 Mb 

1s Wes, Ci: grcat © Vat h puy Th 
ilnem '.. Squjdjers,. witha re ſolute. Purpo 
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Chap:ir. . Seigrearde Monnigne's Efigr. | 
his Sword in his Hand 5 whicl> Behaviour 
of his gave a ſidden ſtop to his Captains Fas 
ry,. who: for ſeeing bim aſſume fo:motable a 


Reſolation; receiy'd him: to. Grace - am Exams 


ple, however, that might” ſuffer another: In- 


terpretation with ſuch as have not; read of ...;-; 4 
the; prodigious Force and: Valour'of:'that il» - 


vincible.Prince. [The Emperour Conrude the 
34. having beſiegd (nelpho Duko of :Bevis- 
ri4,, would. not be: ptevail' di: upon; what 
megn and. unmanly - SatisfaQions::fotrot. hack 
beet tetiderd.to him, to condeſcendto mytd- 
er Conditions, than chat the Ladies and Gees 


Heworners only who were:in the Town might 

S0 out:-without Violation of ' their Honour 
| on Foot," and with: iſo. mach only he they - .. | 
could: 'carfy about them. Which: was: no Conjugal 
ſooner Known, but that out of Maghiniiry ve 


of Heart, and an Exceſs of good Nature; they 
preſently dantriv'd to-carry out,-/ upon thetw 
Shoulders, their Huſbarids and Children; and 
evel} the Duke himſelf;: a Sight at-which the 
Emperonr was.ſo pleaſed, that, raviſia with 
the Generofity of 'the: Action, he wept! for 
Joy; and immediately - extinguiſhing [im his: 
Heart the mortal and ;itaplacable: Hatred! he 
hadconceiv'd againſt this Dnke, be from: that 
CET wot s het Hat! = prior 
manity; and Afﬀetion,' : Pte one,:\op thi 
other, of theſe two ways, would withrgreat: 
Facifity work upon mp; Nature; fori.I have 
a marvellous: Propenſity to Mercy a” 4 
| B 2 | neſs, 
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Ee Þ,y | nefs;-arid to fach a degree of Tenderneſs, 
 +©| that Fifangy,” of the two Tſhou = 

render:my «Anger to Compaſſion than'Efteem 5 
And: yer Pity fis- reputed'a Vice :amoriglt the 
eto7ckg ,>whot will thit we ſuccour the Af- 
Iy repy. fRed;: but not thatiwethould be fo-affe- 


red a Vice a} withitheir Sufferings- as 0 ſuffer with. 
eoS-r,, them, T-conceiv'd theſe Examples not HI ſait- 
 ed:to:the Queſtion 1n hand, and the'rather, 
beeanſe therein we obſerve theſe great Souls, 


#faulratoand! tryed-'by theſe 'two': ſeveral 


vids, «a! reſiſt the! ohe without: relenting, 
and-t@be ſhook and- pay by the:other. 
fler a Matis Heart to: 


rrue; that to' ſiffer 
totally Tubdued: by: Compaſſion,” may be 


ty, Effeminacy, and'Over-ten-/ 


{-g:7a:2 derneſs/ whence it'comes to paſs; ' that the 
5" ' weakeſtiNatures, as of Women, Children, and 


theicommorr ſort of People, are the moſt ſhb-' 


jekivour;' but/after having reliſted; and dif- 
_ daing:>5the Power of iSighs and / Fears,''to 


farrender a Man's Animoſity to the fole Re- 
verenge:bf-the ſacred Image of Vertue, this 
can be-no "other than the/Efte& of a ſtronp 


and inflexible Soul, enamour'd of, and raviſh' 
with.a: Maſculine and iobſtinate Valour.  Ne- 
vertheleſs, Aſtonjſhinent and Admiration may 
« iff; Tels-7generons Minds beget a like Effect. 
Witneſs, the People'of Thebes, who having 


put:2wo 'of their Generals upon Tryal for 
their: Lives, for having:continued in- Arms 
beyorid the preciſe Term of their Commiſh-: 


on, 


O ſooner ſur- 


Chap. 1. he deorns tems. phe aug "WH 
on, very hardly pardon'd Pelopida#, : who 


at eee i. iro. Pals: " G5 eons, PIahRc; ho 
4 EFT LTATAs | NORTE SPINE oF Os, : dF 
A 360 : ITAL 
» a a 4 "Þ p 7 


Seigneur de Montai gne's Eſa ye. 


bowing under the weight of ſo dangerous 
an Accuſation, had made no manner of De- 
fence for himſelf, nor produc'd other Argu- 
ments than' Prayers and Supplications to ſe- 
cure his Head 3 whereas, on the contrary, Epa- 
minondas being brought to the Bar, and fal- 
ling to magmfie the Exploits he had per- 
form'd in'their Service, and after a haughty 


and arrogant manner reproaching them with 


Ingratitude and Injuſtice, they had not the 
Heart to proceed any further in his Tryal, 
but broke up the Court and departed, the 
whole Aſſembly highly commending the Cou- 


rage and Confidence of this Man. Dionyſius The Cru- 


the elder, after' having by a tedious Siege, © 


ken the City of Rhegiurm, and in it the Go- 


| vernour Phyton,a very gallant Man, who had 


made fo obſtinate a Defence, he was reſol- 


ved to make him a tragical Example of his | 


Revenge; 1n order whereunto, and the more 
ſenſibly to affli& him, he firſt told him, That 
he had the Day before caus d his Son and all 
his Kindred to be drown'd : To which Phy- 
toz return'd no other Anſwer bur this, That 
they were then by one Day happier than he. 
Aﬀer which, cauſing him to be ſtrip'd, and 
deliveritig him into the Hands of the Tor- 
mentors, he was by them/ not only'dragg'd 
thorough the Streets of the Town,,;and moſt 


ignomiiouſly and cruelly whipd, but more- 


B 3 over, 
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of D19- 
- . . he 
and through exceeding great Difficulties, . ta- Tears 


F< 
1 
: k 
, 
"x q 
% 
; < 
2 *» 
, [2 
p 2, 
43 4 
+ { 
+ PF 
by 
a 
þ 
24 = 
ws - 
* . 
*" 4 
w 
4 - 
3 - 
G1 b- 
BY ww 
97% . 
of 4 
* 
< e 
* BY 
'* \d a 
"x 
4 IH 
[od 8 
+, ; 
þ & 
'* 
LA F 
5 & 3 
- ry Ae 
* 
MK 
Kee 2 
*<&z : 
5 Ro 
* = # 
* BW 
2 3 
£f & 
a. 
© 
K = 
— i 
I . 
— #2 
W x 
a I 4 
Th. 
3 ; 
5 
me 
$ oy 
Fe 7 : 
1), 
"* —*v 
Ro] 
& 
vt F 
by > Po of 
: b 
550 mn 
Bd 
; 4 
» 
> p 
wt F 
= Y 
£ 
0 ? 
oo» bo 
i - 
Ef 
% 
Lat 
Fe « 
= ÞI 
en Sy. 
"Is 
* 


COR UB Ie hh des 
+ Sh ES SES: a > 
Pg 4 A - 
o 
a? 
VL + 
a ; 


F K 4 
my i. bobs at EE. of 4 © Ts OREN COP" > 4% «at A+ N wil os I re” 
DION 9 0 VR TT OT DIY ; TIN WEtS VN Os RO RES 11A AT NN 074 OS Pet SE 
2 4 oe G : p F by y rey - ©." "0D cM 
5 , f = ; A a A oY 
o .* o - _ % 
eto 
. - 
. ® 3, = 4 = 3 
# *; 
> ry - p 
& * - ; 
- 


over, villified with moſt bitter and contume, 
lious Language : yet ſtyl, in. the Fury of all 


| this Perſecution, he maintain'd his Courage 


- 
TE nr cnn nn 


entire all the way, with a ſtrong Voice and 
undaunted Countenance proclaiming the glo+ 
rious Cauſe of his Death 3 namely, for that 
he. would .not deliver up 'his Country in» 
to the Hands of a Mercileſs Tyrant ; at-the 
ſame time denouncing againſt him a ſudden 
Chaſtiſement from the offended Gods. | At 
which .the Tyrant rowling his Eyes about, 
and reading 1n his Souldiers Looks, that 1n- Þ 
ſtead of being incens'd at the .haughty Lan- 
guage of this conquer'd Enemy, to the Con- 
tempt..of him their Captain and his Tri- 


. umpb, they not only ſeem'd ſtruck with Ad- 
' miration of ſo rare a Vertue, but moreover 


inclind to Mutiny, and were even ready to 
reſcue the Priſoner out of the Hangman's | 
hands, he causd the Execution:to ceaſe, and # 
afterwards privately. caus'd him to be thrown | 


., Into the Sea, Man ( in good carve Is a | 
marvellous vain, tickle, and unſtable Subjed, | 


and on whom it is. very hard to form any | 
certain-' or proportionate Judgment. For | 
Pompey caquld-- pardon - the whole: City of | 
the Mammertires, though furiouſly incensd | 


- againſt -it, upon the ſingle Account of the | 


Vertue and Magnanimity-of one Citizen, Ze- | 
30, - who. took the Fault of the Publick | 
wholly upon himſelf;-neither intreated other | 
Favour, but alone to: undergo the Puniſh- 

EET ment 


-1n-4he City: of Peraſis tnamfefted: the fame , 
Vertue, obtaind. nothing by. it, either for 
-himfor his Fellow-Citizens. And, dire&tly 
_cotitrary to my. firſt Examples, the braveſt 
of all Men, and who was reputed for graci- 


ous:and civil to all thoſe he overcame, Ate- 


:xavder: the Great, having after many great Alexander. 
Difficulties forc'd the City. of . Gaze, 'and 


entring, found [Betis, who connianded there, 
and of whoſe Valonr in the time of thys 


| Sicge he had moſt noble and manifeſt Proof; 


alone; forſaken: by al! his Souldjers, his Arms 
hack'd'and hew'd to pieces, covered all over 


with Blood and Wounds, and yet ſtill fight- 
| ing aa the Crowd of a great Number of Mz- 


cedonians, who were laying on him on all 
fides, he faid to him, netled at fo dear bought 
a Vigory, and two freſh Wounds he had 
newly receivd- 1n his own Perfon, They 
Jhalt not dye Betis fo honourably as thou oſt 
intend, but ſhalt affaredly fuffer all the Tor- 
averrts that can be inflicted on a miſerable Cap= 


. ras, To which iMenates; the other revhrts- 


arg no other, Ariſwer, but only a fierce and. 


diſdainful Look 3:What, ſays the Conque- wage 


rour (-obſerving}: his. obſtinate Silence ) 1 
tbe too ſtiff to bend a Knee ! Is he too proud 
to: witter one ſappliant Word-1 1 ſhall certaisly 
conquer this Silence ; and "if 1 cannot force 
= Word from his Month, Þ fhall at leaſt ex- 


 #ralf ig Groen: from bis Heart. .: And there- 


B 4 upon 
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_  Seignenr de:Montaigne's:Efays. .: Boot: 
upon (converting; his Anger: into Fury;'pteſor 
rity ares. 2 his Heels to''be boarwitap 
through, caufing / him: alive -to. be-drapd,ſne 
mangled, and diſmembred at an infamous 
- Carts-Tail. Was it that the height of Cou- 
-rage was ſo natural and familiar to this Con- 
nerour, that becauſe he could not admire; he 
ould the leſs eſteem this 'Hero ?. . Or -was-it 
that he conceiv'd Valour -to. be a Vertue'fo 
peculiar to himſelf, that his:Pride could nor, 
without Envy, endure it in another? Or was 
it that the natural Impetuofity of his Fury 
was incapable of Oppoſition 2: Certainly, had 
it been capable of any manner of Moderation 
or Sociery,-it 1s: to be believ'd, that in the 
= Sack and Deſolation of Thebes, to ſee ſo ma- 
: ny valiant Men: loſt: and totally deſtitute of 
_ =—_ any further Defence,cruelly maſlacred before 
his Eyes, would have appeas'd it: where there 
were above ſix\ thouſand' put to the Sword, 
of which not one was ſeen to fly, or heard to 
cry out for Quarterz bur. on the contrary, 
,every one running here and there to ſeek out 
and to provoke the Viorious Enemy to.help 
them to at: honourable end. Not one: who 
did not tohis laſt Gaſp yet endeavour to re- | 
venge himſelf,, and with all the Arms of a 
brave Deſpair to ſweeten-his own Death in 
the Death of an Enemy. Yer did their Ver- 
tue create no Pity, and the length of one:day 
was not enough to fatiate the Thirſt of 'the 
Conquerours Revenge 3 + but: the- Slaughter 
40TH COnN- 


the 
thi 


pu—_ 


", FORE Tenn T es ds hes ZW a Cee SaaS de 
Arps. Segncer de Montaigne's Efays, - 
ontinued;toi'the-Jaſt Drop of Blood that was 


r(-apable of being ſhed,” -and ſtopd: not till it 
pd Wnet withinone but naked and impotent Per- | 
OusWons,' Id Men, Women, 'and Children, - of 
du-Wthem to-carry away to the number of thirty 
2 thouſand - Slaves. | 
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1 CHAP. 11 
| | Of Sorrow. X 
JO Man living is more free from this Paſ- x 2p fo," 


 fion than T, who: neither like it in my 


ſelf nor admre it In others, and yet general- 
18. pleas? 


ly the World (I know not why to 

we it WT pardtoutar Eſteem, lee. 

Ing to make us believe, That Wiſdom, Ver- 

tue, arid Conſcience, ſhroud themſelves un- 

{Eder this grave and affe&ed Appearance. Fool- 

Wiſh and/ ſordid Diſguiſe! The [taliars howe- L) 
ver under” the Denomination of Ur Triſto, 
decipher: a clandeſtine Nature, a dangerous 

Y aft -naturd Man : and with good reaſon, #=) 

T it B_ 'a Quality always hurtful, always 

T idle and vain, and as cowardly, mean, and 
baſe, by 'the Stoicks expreſly, and particular- | 
ly forbidden their Sages: But the Story, ne- « 2X) 
vertheleſs, fays, that P/ammenitzs, King of 


Ezypt; being defeated and taken Priſoner by 
Cambyſes King, of Perſia, ſeeing his own 
Daughter paſs by him in a wretched Habit, 
9113 with 
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with a Bucket to, draw Water, though 
Friends about him were ſo concerned as; 
break out into Tears and Lamentations at thi} 
miſerable ſight 3 yet he himſelf remaind wllfre 
movd, without uttering a Word of -Diſcc 
” tent, with his Eyes fixd upon the Ground 

and ſeeing moreover his Son immediately afilh 
ter Ted to pr ra til-mamtaind the fam 

. Gravity and Indifference ; till ſpying at la 
one of his Domeſticks dragd away among 
the Captives, he could then hold no longer 
but fell to tearing his Hair, and beating hi 
Breaſt, with all the other Extravagancies of 

' wild and deſperate Sorrow. A. Story. tha 
may very fitly be coupled with another of thy 
ſame kind, of a late Prince of our-. own; Na 
tion, who being at Trext, and having New 
there brought him of the Death of. his eldet 
Brother, but a Brother on whom: depended 
the whole Support and Honour of his Houſe, 
and ſoon after of that of a younger, Brother, 
the ſecond Hope of his Family, and having 
withſtood theſe two Afſlaults with an exem- 
plary Reſolution, one of his | Servants hap- 
ning a few days after to dye, he fſuffer'd: his | 
Conſtancy to. be overcome by this laſt Acci- | 
dent z and parting . with his Coyrege, ſo | 
abandon'd himſelf ro Sorrow and Mourning, | 
that ſome from thence were forward. to. con- | 
clude, that he was only touch'd ta:the Quick ! 
by this laſt Stroak of Fortune 3 bur, in math, | 
It was, that being before brim Full of. Grief, | 


the 


biſhc former Example; did not the Story: pro- 
zed to tell ns, That Cambyſes _— Plam- 
witur, Why, not being mov'd at the Calamity 


lf his Son and Danghter, he ſhould with jo 
7 afflercat Inmatience bear the Misfortune of his 
riend e It 3s (anſwer'd he) becauſe this laff 
\Aiffion was only to be manifeſted by Tears, 
two firſt exceeding all manner of Expreſſi- 
. | And peradventure ſomething like this 
might be working in the Fancy of the anci- 
{Ment Painter, who being in the Sacrifice of 
ll 7p bigenia to repreſent the Sorrow of the Afi- 
taWants proportionably to the ſeveral Degrees 
of Intereſt every one had in the Death of this 
fair. innocent Virgin; and having in the other 
Figures laid! out the utmoſt Power of his 
Art, "when he came to that of her Father, he 
drew him with a Veil over his Face, meaning 
thereby, that no kind of Countenance was 
capable- of. expreſſing ſuch a degree of Sor- 
+ Wt row.:; Which 1s alſo the reaſon why the Po- 
- & ets feign the miſerable Mother Nzobe, having 

Z firſt loſt-ſeven Sons, and ſucceſſively as many 


| _—_— to be at laſt transform'd into a 
 &-Rotk, | | 
| Diriguiſſe malic, 

- ,—— Whom Grief alone 


_ Had Pow' to ſtiffen into Stone. 
> Thereby 


dc hape'2. - Seigreur de-Montaigne's Efgys, = 
dhe leaſt Addition overflow'd the Bounds'6f 
| Patience. ;- Which might alſo be ſaid: of 
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| Thereby to expreſs, that melancholick;: dumh 
and deaf Stupidity, which benums all our Fa 
culties when oppreſt with Atcidents. greatg 
than we are able to bear; .and indeed the 
Violence and-Impreffion of an exceflive.Grid 
maſt ofFnecalfiry aſtoniſh the Soul, and:whol. 
ly deprive her of her ordinary Fundions: az 
It happens to every one of us, who upon any 
ſadden Alarm of very ill News, find. our 
ſelves ſurpriz'd, ſtupified, and in a manner 
depriv'd of all Power of Motion:, till the 
Soul, beginning to vent-it''ſelf in Sighs and 
Tears, ſeems a little to free and difingage it 
ſelf from the ſudden Oppreffion, and to-have. 
obtaind ſome room-to work. it ſelf out at 
greater Liberty. | 


Et via vix tandem voci laxata dolore eſt. 


Yet ſcarce at laſt by ſtrugling Grief, a Gate 
Unbolted is for Sighs to ſally at. | 


- In the War that Ferdinand made upon the 
Widdow of King John of Hungary about By- 
da, a Man at Arms was particularly taken 


notice of by every one for his ſingular gal- 
lant Behaviour in a certain Encounter 3 un- | 
known, highly commended, and as 'much la- 
- mented, being left dead upon the Place: but | 
by none-ſo much as by Raiſciac a German | 
Lord, who was infinitely enamourd of fo ! 
unparalelld a Vertue. When the Body be- | 
| ing brought off, and the Count, with the |} 
| common {| 


> 


k] Chipi2. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
"A common Curioſity - coming/40 view. it, the 
Arms were no-ſooner- taken off, 'but he im- 
mediately knew him to be his own Son. A 
thing that'added a:ſecond Blow to the Com- 
paſhon : of all the Beholders 3 only he, with- 
out: uttering a Word, or turning away his 
Eyes from the woful Objett, flood txtly 
contemplating the-Body «of his Son, till the 
Vehemency of Sorrow having overcome his 
rl Vital Spirits; made him fink down ſtone-dead 
5 to:the Ground. ry > | 8 
ir Chi puo dir com egli arde 2 in picciol fuoco.# 
Ve. -- —— What Tongue is able to proclaim 
a i How his SouV'melted in the gentle Flame? 
ſay the Inamorato's, when they would repre- 
| ſent an infupportable Paſſion. | 


e miſero quod onnes 
Eripit ſenſus mihi. Nam ſimul te 
; Lesbia aſpexi, nihil eſt ſuper mi 
e | upd loquar amens, 
: Lingus ſed torpet tenuis ſub artus 
Flamma dimanat ſonitu ſuopte 
= © Tinninnt anres, gemina teguntur © 
'* Iwmina node. 
_ *=----- all-conquering Lesbia, thine Eyes 
' Have raviſh'd from me all my Faculties: 
Ar the firſt Glajice of their-viftorious Ray 
I was ſo ſtruck'I'knew not what to ſay 
- Norhad a Tongue to ſpeak, a ſubtle Flame 
| Crept throughmy Veins; my tinkling Ears 
. * became Deaf 


t3 


Petrarca; 
Sonetto 
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Deaf without Moiſe; Scmy-pdor Eyes foul 


With a black Veit of double Darkneſs bound 


ry: of the 'Fit- rhat we.are ma conditiontt 
pour out gur:'Complaihts, /or: to ally: imy 


| Courtſhip, the Soul beingjat that time © 


burthened, and hbouring- with proformnd 
Fhoughts 5 andthe! Body: dejefted- and lay 
Suiſhing wink Defire' 3; and  rhenee ir is, tha 
ſometimes proceed thoſe accidental ImpotenWe 
cies that ſo unſeaſonably ſurprize the willing 


Lover, and that Frigidity titty by rhe ſorts 


' of an imimoderate Ardour fo whthappily-ſerre 


/ 


Virg, AE- 
mid. 3. 


Fe 


bimeven m:the very lap of Fruition: For ial 


Paſſions; that ſuffer themſgalves to. be reliſh 
and digeſted are but moderate. T0 


by 


Cure leves loquuntur, ingeates ſlupent, - 


wiſe often-proc lame] 

Ot me conſpexit venienten, Ov Troja circum 
Arma amens.vidit, magnis exterrita monſtris, 
Diriguit-viſu in medio, calor ofſa reliquit, 
Labitur, &*longo vix tandem tempore fatar. 
Soon as ſhe: ſaw, me: coming; and beheld - 
The Trojan Enfignes waving in the Field, | 
Oer-joy'd,and raviſk'tatthiunlook'rfor fight, | 
She turn'd a Statue, loſt all feeling quite - } 
© Life's } 


a the RY Efſeys. 33 
Life's gentle Heat did herſtiff Limbs forſake, 
She ſwoon'd, and ſcatceafter long egning 
pak 
:Totheleiwe.ka have tha Examples of the Ro- + 9 <2 
nan Lady, who did for Joy to fee her Son 
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| of Joy, i} liately fel] into 
t Fever and. hate a more uthen- 
"Muck Teſtimony of the aecalit 
Nature, At. is; recorde d-by the Antients, that 
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oo Ho A Calamitoſus eſt crimes _ —__ 
Xx) .* A;Mind that anxious is of th things to come, 
2 Is ſill abroad, finding no reſt at home. - / 


; We | 
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h | Fug. 

ſelf__Of which two: Parts, both the one and 
the other generally comprehend our whole 
Duty, and- conſequently do each of them ' 
complicate and involve the other; for, who 
will do-his own Work aright, will find thar 
his firſt Leſſon 18 to know himſelt: and who 
rightly underſtands himſelf will never miſtake 
another Man's Work for his own, but wall 
love. and . improve himſelf above all other 
things, will refuſe ſuperfluons Employments, 
and rejxC all unprofitable Thoughts and Pro- - | 
poſitions. And, as Folly on the one fide, 
though'it ſhould enjoy all it cat poſſibly de- 
fire, would notwithſtanding never be con- 
tent, ſo on the other, Wiſdom does ever ac- 
quieſce with the preſent, and is never difſa- 
tisfied with its immediate Condition : and 
that is the reaſon why Epicurws diſpentes his 
Sages from all Fore-ſfight and Care of the fu- 
ture; "Amongſt thoſe Laws that relate to the 
Dead, I look upon that to be the beſt, by 
- which the ACttions of Princes are to be exa- 
mined and fifted after their Deceaſe. ES, 
-are equal at leaſt, whilſt living, if not above 
the Laws, .and therefore_what Juſtice could 
not infli& upon their Perſons, 'tis but reaſon 
_ ſhould be executed upon their Repurations, 
and the Eſtates of their Succeſlors; Things 
that we often value above Life it ſelf: A Cu- 
ſiom of ſingular Advantage to thoſe Countries 
RL Cc Where 


13 Seignenr de Montaigne's Effays. Book. 
where it is in_uſe, and by all good Princes af 
much to be defir'd,, who have reaſon to'taks 

It ill, that the Memories of. the I yrannical 

5 and Wicked thould be usd with the ſameR& 
HW Fe) verence and Reſpet with theirs. We owe, 


tis true, Subjection and Obedience to all our 

F— Kings whether good or bad, alike, for that 
has reſpe& unto their Office ; bur as to Afﬀe. 

(ion and Eſteem, thoſe are only due to their 

'H Vertue. Let it be granted, that by the Rule 
of Government we are_with Patience _— 

| dure unworthy Princes, to conceal their Vi 
ces, and to afliſt them in their indifferent 

Actions, whilſt their Authority ſtands in need 

of our Support : yet, the Relation of Prince 


NY P.) and Subje& being once at an end, there is no 
reaſon we Thowld Nt the Publication of our 

. real Wrongs and Sufferings to our own L1- 

rty. and common Juſtice. and to interdiQ 

ood Subjects the Glory of having ſubmifhive- 

 Iy and faithfully ſerv'd a Prince,whoſe Imper- 
tections were to them ſo perfetly known, 

ne'r to deprive Poſterity of ſo good an Ex- 

ample 5 and ſuch as out of reſpe& to: ſome | 

private Obligation, ſhall, againſt their own | 
Knowledge and Conſcience,eſpouſe the Quer- : 

rel, and vindicate the Memory of a faulty | 

| Prince, do a particular Right at the Expence | 
2» _ and to the Prefodice of the Publick Juſtice, Þ 
mace nf?) Livy does very truly ſay, That the Language Z 
of Men bred up in Courts is always ſounding 
of vain Oſtentation, and that their Teſtimo+ | 
E217, NY | 
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' Chap. 3: Sejgrenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
' ny is rarely true, every one indifferently mag- 
tufying his own Maſter, and ſtretching his 


Fa As 


; bY 
# © 
P4 F. 


Commendation to the utmoſt extent of Ver- 
tue and Sovereign Grandeur : and *tis not 
impoſſible but ſome may condemn the Free- 
don of thole two Souldiers, who fo roundly 


an[wer'd Nero to his Face, the one being 
_E Dy ay if Þy be bore him ill Wills 5 


-lov'd thee, anſwer d he, whils# thou wert wor- 


thy of it, but ſince thou art become a Parritide, 
an Incendiary, a Waterman, a Fidler, a Play- 
er, and a Coachman, I hate thee as thou doſt 
deſerve : and the other, Why be ſhould attempt 
to kill bim? Beta 


zedy againſt thy perpetual Miſchiefs. 


But the publick and univerſal Teſtimonies 
that were grven of him after his Death (and 
will be to all Poſterity, both of him and all 
other wicked Princes hike him) his Tyran- 


nies and abominable Deportment conſidered, 


who, of a ſound Judgment, can reprove them? 
I am ſcandaltz d, I confeſs, that in ſo ſacred 


a Government as that of the Lacedemonians, . 


there ſhould be mix'd ſo hypocritical a Cere- 
mony at the Enterrment of their Kings 3 


where all their Confederates and Neighbours, - 


and all forts and Degrees of Men and Wo- 


men, as well as their Slaves, cut and flaſh'd Ceremony 
of the La- 
cedamont- 


peating 1n their Cries and Lamentations, That ins at the 
that King (let hin have been as wicked as the Fncerr- 


their Fore-heads in Token of Sorrow, re- 


2 


ecauſe, (and he, 1 conld think of 


ment of 


_ Devi) was the beſt that ever they had 5 x theigKingy 
> | : _ thus 


Rd La a © 
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4 20 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 1," 
4 this means attributing to his Quality the Prai-' 
ſes that only belong to. Merit, and-that of 
Right 1s properly due to the moſt ſupream/ 
| | Deſert, though lodg'd in the loweſt and moſt: 
| '  « Inferiour 'Subjeft. Ariſtotle _( who will ſtill 
| =Ejw2b) have a hand m every thing) makes a Pere: 


C 


C 
t 

di 
P 
B 


upon the Saying of Solo, That none can be. 


h 


1 


ſaid ta be happy untill he be dead. Whether: 
then any one of thoſe who have liv'd and dr-: 
ed according to their Hearts Defire, if he 


H 
li 
C: 
haveeft an 1] Repute behind him, and that. It E 
C 
I 
| 
; 


his Poſterity be miſerable, can be ſaid to be 
happy? Whilſt we have Life and Motion, we- 
convey our ſelves by Fancy and Preoccupa- 
tion, whither and to what we pleaſe ; but 
once out of Being, we have no more any 

q. manner of Communication with what is yet 
in Being : and-it had therefore been better 
faid of Solo, That Man is never happy, be- 

. cauſe never ſo till after he is no more. 


bs. — Nuiſquam 
 Lucrete, 7x radicitas & vita ſe tollit, © ejicit 
bb 3 Sed facit efſe ſui quiddam ſuper inſeius ipſe, 
Nec removet ſatis 4 proje#o corpore ſeſe, & 
 Vindicat. | | 


No dying Man can truſs his Baggage fo, 

But ſomething of him he muſt leave below: 
Nor from his Carcaſs that doth proſtrate lye #3 
Himſelf can clear, or far enough can fly. Z 


Bert- 
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| Chap. J-: St eigneur de Montaighe's Eſſays. 
Bertrand 'de Gleſquin, dying before the x 


Caſtle of Kancor near unto Pry 1n Auvergne, 
the Beliegd were afterwards, upon Surren- 
der, enjoynd to lay down the Keys of the 
Place upon the Corps of the dead General. 
Bartolomew d Alviano, the Venetian Genera], 
hapning to dye in the Service of the Repub- 
lick in Braſcia; and his Corps being to be 
carried thorough the Territory of Yeroza, an 
Enemy's Country, molt of the Army were 


of Opinion to demand Tafe Condud from the 
 Veroneſe, ſuppoſing, that upon ſuch an Occa- 


ſion it would not be denied : but Theodoro 
Trivulſio: lighly oppos'd the Motion, rather 
choofing to make his way by force of Arms, 
and to run the hazard of-a Battel, ſaying, it 
was by no means decent, and very = that 
he who 1n his Life was never afraid of his 
Enemies ſhould ſeem to apprehend them 
when he was dead. And in truth, in Afﬀairs 
of almoſt the ſame Nature, by the Greek Laws, 
he who made Suit to an Enemy for a Body 


EZ to give it Burial, did by that A& renounce 


his Victory, and had no more Right to erect 
a Trophy 3 and he to whom 'ſuch' Suit was 
made, was ever, whatever otherwiſe the Suc- 
cels had been, reputed Victor. By this 
means it was, that Nicias loſt the Advantage 
he had viſibly obtam'd over the Corinthians, 
and that Age/ilaus on the contrary, aſjurd that 


1 he had before very doubtfully gain'd of the 


Beotians. Theſe Proceedings might appear 
| | C 3 very 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book, 
very odd, had it not been a general PraQticy 
in all Ages, not only to extend the Concerh 
of our Perſons beyond the Limits of Life, by 
moreover, to fancy that the Fayour- of He: 
ven does not only very often accompany uy 
to the Grave, but has alſo, even after Life, q 
Concern for our Aſhes : of which there are 
{o many ancient Examples (waving thoſe of 
our own Obſervation of later date ) that it 
1s not very neceſlary I ſhould longer in6ſt up-j 
on it. Edward King of England, and the 
firſt of that Name, having in the long War 
betwixt him and- Robert King of Scotland, 
had ſufficient Experience of how great Impor- 
tance his own immediate Preſence was to the 
Succeſs of his Afﬀairs, having ever been vi- 
Ctorious in whatever he undertook in his own 
Perſon; when he came to dye, bound his Son 
in.a ſolemn Oath, that ſo ſoon as he ſhould 
be dead, he ſhould boyl his Body till the 
Fleſh parted from the Bones, and reſerve 
them to carry continually with him in his 
Army, ſo often as he ſhould be obligd to go 
againſt the Scots ; as.1f Deſtiny bag inevita- 
bly grapled Victory even to thoſe miſerable # 
Remains. Fear: Ziſca, the ſame who ſo often '# 
in Vindication of Wicliffes Herefies, infeſted Þ 
the Bohemian State, left order that they ? 
ſhould flea him after his Death, and of his-# 
Skin to make a Drum, to carry in the War # 
againſt his Enemies, fancying it would much 
contribute to the Continuation of the yag! b 
CE IH wit ed at) coffe N 


Le 


Chap. 3. Seigneur de Montaigne's Faye. "- 2 
ceſſes he had always obtain'd in the War 
againſt them, In like manner, certam of the 
I:dians, in a Day of Battel with the Spanz- 
ards, carried with them the Bones of one of 
their Captains, in conlideration of the Vifto- 
ries they had formerly obtraind under his 
Condu&. And other People of the ſame new 
World do yet carry about with them 1n their 
Wars the Relicks of valiant Men who have 
died in Battel, to incite their Courage, and 
advance their Fortune: of which Examples, 
the firſt reſerve nothing for the Tomb, bur 
the Reputation they have acquird by their 
ky. former Atchievements; but theſe proceed 
yet further, and attribute a certain Power of 
Operation. The laſt AC of Captain Bayard 
is of a much better Compoſition 5 who, find- 
ing himſelf wounded to Death with a Har- 
quebuze Shot, and being by his Friends im- 
portun'd to retire out of the Fight, made 
| Anſwer, That he would not begin at the laſt. 
S Gaſp to turn his Back to the Enemy; and ac- 
cordingly ſtyl fought on, till feeling himſelf 
too faint, and no longer able to fit his Horſe, 
he commanded his Steward to ſet him down 
againſt the Root of a Tree, but ſo that he 
might dye with his Face towards the Enemy, 
which he alſo did. I muſt yet add another 
Example equally remarkable, for the preſent 2 
Conſideration, with any of the former. The x x <4 \>; 4 
Emperour Maximilian, great Grand-father to 1 
Philip the Second, King of Spain, was a 


4 |- *rince 


24 -Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. ' Book 1h: p 
| Prince endowed througtut with great and; 
extraordinary Qualities, and amongſt the reſt, 
with a ſingular Beauty of Perſon; but had 
withall, a Humour very contrary to that of 
other Princes, who for the diſpatch of thar 
moſt Important Affairs convert their Cloſe- } 
ſtool into a Chair of State, which was, that 
ddetly ; he would never permit any of his Bed-Cham- 
Mem. ber, in what familiar degree of Favour ſoe- 
-antheEm- yer, to ſee him in that Poſturez and would - 
PEroue ſteal afide to make Water as religiouſly as a 
Virgin, and was as ſhy to difcover either to 
his Phyſician, or any other whatever, thoſe 
« Parts that' we are accuſtomed to conceal : and 
I my ſelf, who have ſo impudent a way of 
Talking, am nevertheleſs naturally ſo modeſt 
this way, that unleſs at the Importunity of 
Neceſiity, or Pleaſure, I very rarely and un- 
willingly communicate to the Sight of any, 
either thoſe Parts or Actions that Cuſtom or- 
ders us to conceal, wherein I alſo ſuffer more 
Conſtraint than I conceive 1s very well be- 


- Which methinks he would have done well to 
have added, that he ſhould have been hood- 
. winkd too that put them on. The Charge 
that Cyr left with his Children, that neither 

they nor any other ſhould either ſee or _ 

| | 1s 
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Wis Body after the Soul was departed from it, cru; re- 
1t;, WW actribute to ſome ſuperſtitious Devotion of verencero 
ad Wis, both his Hiſtorian, and Himſelf, amongſt Aevgone | 
of Wther great Qualities, having ſtrew'd the 
ir Whole Courſe of their Lives with a fingular 
- WceſpeR to Religion. I was by no means \ e544, 
t Wlcasd with a Story was told 'me by a Man oy 


ff very great Quality, of a Relation of mine, 
and one who had given a very good Account 


ming to dye in a very old Age, of ah excel- 
ive Pain of the Stone, he ſpent the laſt Hours 
of his Life in an extraordinary Solitude about 
ordering the Ceremony of his Funeral, pref- 
ſing all the Men of Condition who came to 
ſee him, to engage their Word to attend him 
to his Grave, importuning this very Prince, 
who came to viſit him at his laſt Gaſp, with 
a moſt earneſt Supplication, that he would 
order his Family to be affiſting there, and 
withall repreſenting before him ſeveral Rea-. 
ſons and Examples to prove that it was a Re- 
ſpe&t due to a Man of his Condition ; and 
eemd to dye content, having obtain'd this 

3 Promiſe, and appointed the Method and Or- 
8 der of this Funeral Parade. I have ſeldom 
2 heard of ſo long-liv'd a Vanity. Another, 


Z not want domeſtick Example,) ſeems to be 


cudgel his Brains at the laſt Moments of 'hig 


& Life, to contrive his Obſequies to ſo particu- 
q | | lag 


of himſelf both in Peace and War; that co- 


J though contrary Solitude (of which alſo I do; 


ſomewhat a Kin to this; ' That a Man ſhall 


26 Seignenr de Montaigne's Efſays. Book] 
Jar and unuſual a Parcimony, as to conclude 
in the ſordid expence of one ſingle Servan 
with a Candle and Lanthorn. And yet I {& 

- this Humour commended, and the Appoint, 
ment of Marcus /Emilius Lipidus, who for. 
bad his Heirs to beſtow upon his Heark 
even the common Ceremonies in uſe upag 
ſuch Occaſions. Is it yet Temperance and Fry: 
oality to avoid the Expence and Pleaſure of 
which the uſe and knowledge is iumperceptt 
ble to us ?. See here an eaſje and cheap- Re. 
formation. If Inſtration were at all nece{ 
ſary 1n this caſe, I ſhould be of Opinion, rhat 

—-?; x 1n this, as 1n all other Acions of Life, the Ce 

remony.and Expence ſhould be regulated by 
the Ability of the Perſon deceasd; and the 
Philoſopher Lycoz prudently order'd his Ex- 
ecutors to diſpoſe of his Body where they 
ſhould think moſt fit, and as to his Funerals, 
to order them neither too ſuperfluous, nor 
. too mean. For my part, I ſhould wholly re- 
fer the ordering of this Ceremony to Cuſtom, 

and ſhall, when the tire comes, accordingly. | 

leave 1t to their Diſcretion, to whoſe Lot it 
ſhall fall to do me that laſt Office, Totws hic 7 
Cicero raſe, 19c#5 eſt contemnendus in nobis non negligendus * 
L 1. in noſtris ; The Place of our Sepulture is 7 
wholly to be contemn'd by us, but not to be | 
negle&ed by our Friends; and it was a holy. # 

"Axzuft. de Saying, of a Saint, Caratio funeris conditio Se- © 

Ciui, Dei. pulture, pompa Exequiarum, magis ſunt viuo- | 

run ſolatia, quam ſubſidia mortuorum, Fw 7 
ware. 7 
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he would be buried, How you will, ſaid he. 3 
If I could concern my ſelf further than the (ol 5) 4 


Preſent about this Afar I ſhould be moſt 


tempted, as the greateſt Satisfation of this 

kind, to 1mitate thoſe who 1n their Life-time 

entertain themſelves with the Ceremony of , 

their own Obſcquies before-hand, and are 

pleasd with viewing their own Monument, . 

and beholding their own dead Countenance 

in Marble. . Happy are they who can gratifie 

their Senſes by Inſenſibility, and live by their | 
Death! T am ready to conceive an implacable =p @_  * 
Hatred againſt all Democracy and Popular 
Government, (though I cannot but think: it 


Es 


their brave Captains newly returnd trium- i” 
phant from a Naval Victory they had obtain- 

ed over the Lacedemonians near the Arginu- 

ſtar Iſkes ;, the moſt bloody and obſtinate En- | 
. gagement that ever the Greeks fought at Sea; _ 
for no other Reaſon, but that they rather .< {,? ) 


followed their Blow and purſued the Advan- 


tages preſcribed them by the Rule of _ 
Ee SER 5 than 
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+ than that they would ſtay to gather up anffſſhior 
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 bury- their Dead : -an Execution that is yt 
rendred more odious by- the Behaviour & 
Diomedon, who being one of the condemred 
and a Man of moſt eminent, both politick and 
military Vertue, after having heard their Sen- 
tence, advancing to ſpeak, no Audience-till 
then having been allowed, inſtead of laying 
before them his own Innocency, or the Im 
Piety of ſo cruel an Arreſt, only expreſsd a 
Sollitnde for his Judges Preſervation, be- 
feeching the Gods to convert this Sentence to. 
their own Good, and praying that for ne- 
glefting to pay thoſe Vows which he and his 
Companions had done ( which he alſo ac- 
quainted them with) in Acknowledgment of 
ſo glorious a Succeſs, they might not pull 
down the Indignation of the Gods upon them; 
and fo without more Words went couragi- - 
ouſly to his Death. But Fortune a few Years 
after puniſhing them 1n their kind, made them 
ſee the Error.of their Cruelty : for Chabrias, 
Captain-General of their Naval Forces, ha- 
ving got the better of Pollis, Admiral of Spar- 
{2, about the Iſle of Naxos, totally loſt the 
Frnits of his Succeſs and Content with © his 
Victory of very great Importance to their 
Afﬀairs : not to incur the danger of this Ex- 
ample, and loſe a few Bodies of his dead 
Friends that were floating 1n the Sea, gave 
opportunity to a world of living Enemies to 
fail away in Safety, who afterwards made | 
| them 
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L hap. 4% had de Montaigne's Blige 29 
# x pay dear for this unſeaſonable Superſtt- 
00. 


vis que Jaceas poſt obiturs loco e Seneca | 
RW ne non nata jacent. | TN 
Doſt ask where thou ſhalt lye when dead > 
With thoſe that never Being had. 


This other reſtores the ſenſe of Repolſe t to 
fa Body without a Soul : 


A 


Neque ſepulcrum, quo recipiat, habeat portun CiceroToſe 


4 

, corporss : : þ ts 
o Ob: remiſſe humana vita, Corps requeſcat 4 Z 

- ; mals o 


Nor with' a Tomb as with a Haven bleſt, 
- 8 Where,after Lite, the Corps in Peace may relt. 


As Nature JEMONArAtes to us, that ſeveral « fs; 
dead things retain yet an occult Sympathy a and 
relation to Life: ine changes its flavour and + [-) 
complexion in C in Cellars, according tothechan- 
ges and ſeaſons of the Vine from whence it 
came; and the Fleſh of Veniſon alters its con- 
dition and taſte in the powd'ring-tub, ac- . 
cording to tho ſeaſons of the living Fleſh of b 
its kind,as it is obſerved by the curious. | 
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That the Soul diſcharges her Paſſions «pal 
' ,_ « falſe Objedts, where the true are wanting. || 


4365 735 A Gentleman of my Country, who wa 


{ very often tormented With the Gout 
being importun'd by his. Phyfacians totally 
to reclaim his Appetite from all manner « 
falt' Meats, was wont preſently to reply, thy 
he muſt needs have ſomething to quarrel wi 
in the extremity of his Fits; and that he fan 

' ey'd, that railing at, and curſing one while 
the Bolognia Sawſages, and another. the dry 
Tongues and the Hamms, was ſome mitigz 
tion to his pain. And in good earneſt, a 

' the Arm when it is advanc'd to ſtrike, if i 
- all of meeting with ot Hpon which it w 

_ delipnd to dilcharge the blow. . and ſpends it 
felf Jn vain, does Sflend the Strifcer Linda 
and as alſo, that to make a pleaſant Proſpe 
the Sight ſhould not be loſt and difated in a 
valt extent of empty - Air, but have ſome 
Bounds to limit and circumſcribe it at a rex 
fonable diſtance, 


Ventus ut awiittit orres , PT robore denſi 
Occurrant Sylue, ſpatio diffuſi# inani. 
= 2 i fel 
As Winds do loſe their ſtrenpth, unleſs with- 
y ſome dark Grove offirong oppoſing wood, 
| $g 
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tg 
rather than lye idle, does hs that manner 
forge, and create one frivolous and falſe ; as | 
we ſee that the Soul, in the exerciſe of its 3) 


oe ids A ge 


Paſſions, inclines rather to deceive it ſelf, by 
creating a falſe. and fantaſtical Subjet, even 
contrary to its own Belief, than not to have 
ſomething to work npon. And after this 
manner Brute Beaſts dire& their Fury to fall 
upon the Stone or Weapon that has - hurt 
them, and with their Teeth. even execute 
their Revenge upon themſelves, for the Inju- 
ry they havereceiv'd from another. X 


Pannonis haud aliter poſt iFum ſevior Urſa Claudian 
Cui jaculum parva Lybis amentavit habena, 
Se rotat in vulnus telumque irata receptum 


Impetit, & ſecure fugientem circuit Haſtam. 


So the fierce Bear, made fiercerby the ſmart 
Of the bold -Lybians mortal guided Dart, 
Turns round upon the Wound, and the tough 
TD ON ( Spear 
Contorted o're her Breaſt docs flying bear. 
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32 . Seigneur deMontaignes Eſſays. Bopki 
What cau ſes of the miſadventur es that be A | 

us do we not invent ? what 1s it that we dg 
not lay. the fault to right or. wrorig, that wy 

may have ſomething to quarrel with 2: Tho 
beautiful Trefles, young: Lady,you may ſo lil: 
berally tear off, 'are no: way gmlty, nor is| 

the whiteneſs of thoſe delicate-Breaſts you 

fo unmercifully beat, that with an unlucky 
Bullet has ſlain your beleved Brother; quar- 

rel with ſomething elſe.  Lzvy, ſpeaking of 

the: Roman Army in Spain, fayes, that for the 

Toſs of two Brothers, who were both great 

Livy dec. 3. Captains, Flere ommnes repente, &* offenſare 
ks capita, that they all wept,: and tore theip 
F — Hair. 'Tis the common pradtice 'of AﬀliQtis 
 /BEtg1's On. And the Philoſopher Bion faid pleafants 
:  * - Iy of the King, who by handfuls pull'd his 
Hair oft his Head for Sorrow, Does this mart 

| think that Baldneſs is a Remedy*for Grief # 

PA v8." Who has not ſeen peeviſh Gamefters worry! 
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the Cards with their Teeth; and ſwallow: 
whole Bales of Dice in revenge for the Loſs/ 


& {+ of their Money? Xerxes whipd the Sea, and: 
writ a Challenge to Mount 7 Toro Cyris em-. 
*) ploy'd a whole Army feveral days 'at work, 
to revenge himſelf of the River Gzydzs, -for - 
theFright 1t had put him into inpaſling over; 
and Caligula demoliſh'd a very beautiful Pa- 
lace for the Pleaſure his Mother had once en- / 
x) joyd there. I remember there was a Story 
currant, when T was a Boy, That one of our 
, Neighbouring Kings having receiyd a _ | 
FER) | rom 
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Chap. 4. -Seignepr de Monitaigne's Eſſays. 33 
from the Hand of GOD, ſwore he would be 
eveng'd, and in' order to it, made Proclſa- 
mation, that for ten Years to come no one 

ZW ſhould pray to bim, or. ſo much as mention ' + _. 

WW him throughout his Dommnions: by which we oo 

i are not ſo much to take meaſure 7 the Folly, ' 
as the Vain-glory of the Nation of which 
this Tale was told. They are Vices that in- 
deed always go together 3 but ſuch Adions - 
as theſe have in them more of Preſumption 
than want of Wit. Anguſtus C4ſar, having 
been toſt with a Tempeſt at Sea, fell to de- 
fying Neptune, and in the Pomp of the Cir- 
cenfian Games, to be reveng'd, deposd his 
Statue from the place it had amongſt the other 
Deities. Wherein he was leſs excuſable than 
the former, and leſs than he was afterwards, * 
when having loſt a Battel under 2intilins 
Varus in Germany, in Rage and Deſpair he 
went running his Head againſt the Walls, and 
crying out, OVaris ! give me my Men again} 
for theſe exceed all Folly, foraſmuch as Im- 
piety is jJoyn'd with it, invading God him- 
{4lf, or at leaſt Fortune, as if ſhe had. Ears 
that were ſubje& to our Batteriesz like the 
Thracians, who when it Thunders or Light- 
ens, fall to. Shooting againſt Heaven with a 
Titanian Madneſs, as if by Flights of Arrows 
they intended to reduce God Almighty to 
Reaſon. Though the ancient Poet in Plu- 
tarch tells us, 
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Plaarch = Point ne ſe fant couroncer aux afſeirer, | 
Il ne leur chaut de toutes nos choleres, 


7h {11 1 We muſt not ; quarrel Heaven in our Af in 
That little for a mortal Anger Cares. 


VETS But we can never enough decry nor ſuffi 
' ently condemn the ſenſeleſs and ridiculoy 


Sallies of our unruly Paſſions. 


th. 
——_——— 


CHAD. V. 


Whether the Governour of a Place beſteg'd 0 4 
himſelf to go out to parle. * 


A 4 0 x I Ucins Marcizs, the Roman Lecate, _ 


, the War againſt Pers King of Mace 
don, to gain time wherein to re-1nforce hif 
Army, ſet on toot ſome Overtures of Accom 
modation, with which the King being lullq 
aſleep, concluded a Ceffation for certain days, 
by this means giving his Enemy opportuni- 
ty and leiſure to repair his Arms, which was 
afterward 'the Occaſion of his own Ruine, 
The elder fort of Senators, notwithſtanding 
mindful of their Fore-fathers Vertue, were 
by no means ſatisfied with this Proceeding ; 
but on the contrary condemn'd it, as degene- 
rating from their. ancient PraQtice, - which 
they ſaid was by Valour, and not by Arrifice, | 

 Surprizes, and Night-Encounters ; neither by 
' A : cy PIe- 
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Chap. 5. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. 25 
pretended Flight, Ambuſcadoes, and deceitful 
Treaties, to overcome their Enemies; never 
making War till having firſt denounc'd it, . 
and very often affignd both the Hour and 
Place of Battel. Out of this generous Prin- 
ciple it was that they deliverd up to Pyrrh44 
his treacherous Phyfician, and to the Hetru- 
rians their diſloyal School-Maſter. And this 
was indeed a Procedure truly Roxar, and 
nothing ally'd_ to the Greciaz Subtilty, nor 
the Punick Cunning, where it was reputed a 
Victory of leſs Glory to overcome by Force 
than Fraud. Deceit may ſerve for a need, 
but he only confeſſes himſelf overcome who 
knows he 1s neither ſubdued by Policy, nor 
Miſadventure, but by dint of Valour, in a 
fair and manly War. And it very well ap- 
pears by the Diſcourſe of theſe good old Se- 
nators, that this fine Sentence was not yet re- 
ceiv'd amongſt them, | 


r= Dolus an wirtus quis in Hoſte requirat £ Ancidl.a 


OD | / & [* w 
No Matter if by Valour, or Deceit, / 


We overcome, ſo we the better get, | 


- : 
nN F- Y 


The Achaians (fays Polybiis) abhorr'd all - z) | 


| manner of double-dealing in War, not repu- 
ting it a Vidory, unleſs where the Courages 
of the Enemy were fairly ſubdued. Eam vir Tut. in 
SauTw, & ſapiens ſciet veram eſſe victorian, Aic. 
que ane fide, & integra dignitate parabitur. 

An honeſt and a prudent Man will acknowledge 1 £<LV 
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. 36 _ Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſzys. 'Bo ok Cl 
that only to be a true Vigory which he has 6 T 


fain'd without Violation of his own Faith,. : A 
any Blemiſhupon his own Honour, ſays anothal © 


It withall, with what, and how many Men, 

what Ammunitions, and what both offenſive 

and defenſive Arms 3 but that being done, 

they afterward conceive'it lawful to employ 

this Power without Reproach, any way that 

may beſt conduce to their own ends. The 

2p ancient Florentines were ſo far from obtain- 
Pi ing any Advantage over their Enemies by 
Re that they always gave them a 
Months Warning before they drew their Ar- 
my into the Field, -by the continual Tolling 
of a Bell they call'd Martinela. For what 
concerns us who are not ſo ſcrupulous 1n this 
Affair, and who attribute the Honour of the 
War to him who has the better of it, after 
what manner ſoever obtain'd, and who after 
Lyſander fay, Where the Liow's S kin is too 
ſhart we muſt eech it out with the Foxes Coe 
The 


. Ende Vas me velit, an me regnare hera quidue ferat jn fs 
to ' | Virtute experiamur. | : 
If you or I ſhall nels. lets fairly — - 
? And Force and Fortune give the my n 
In the Kingdom of Ternates, among(t thoſk : 
Nations which we ſo. broadly call Barbarian, p 
they have a Cuſtom never to commence War 

till it be firſt denounc'd; adding withal], an 
ample Declaration of what they have to do 7 
| 


FEI 


Chap. 5. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
The moſt uſual Occaſions of Surprize are de- 
rivd from this PraQtice, and we hold that 
there are no moments, wherein a Chief ought 
to be more circumſpec, and to have his Eye 
ſo much at watch, as thoſe of Parle's,. and 
Treaties of Accommodation ; and it 1s there- 
fore become a general Rule among{t the Mar- 
tial men of theſe latter Times, that a Gover- 
nour of a Place never onght in a time of Siege 
to go out to parle. It was for this that 1n 
our Fathers days the Seigneurs de Montmard 
and d' Aſſigni defending Monſon againſt the 
Count de Naſſau, were ſo highly cenſur'd ; 
I yet in this Cafe it would be excuſable in that 
Governour, who going out, ſhould notwith- 
ſtanding do it in ſuch manner, that the Safe- 
| 7 and — ſhould be on his fide 3 as 
? ount Guido de Rangoni did at Reggio (if we 
| are to believe Be//ay, for Guiccriardin lays it 
"8 was he himſelf) when Monſieurde / Eſcut ap- 
proach'd to parle, who ſtept ſo little a way 
from 11s Fort, that a Diſorder hapning in the 
interizs of Parle, not only Monſieur de Þ E/- 
ct and his Party who were advancd with 


him found themſelves by much the weaker, _ 


(inſfomuch that Aleſſandro de Trivulcio was 
there (lain) but he himſelf was conſtrain'd, as 
the ſafeſt way, to follow the Count, and re- 
lying upon his Honour to ſecure himſelf from 
the danger of the Shot within the very Walls 
of the Town. Exmenes, being ſhut up in the 
City of Nora by Antigonws, and by him im- 
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portun'd to. come out to ſpeak with him, @ 
he ſent him word it was fit he ſhould ta! 


| better Man than himſelf, and one who had Ca 
". now an Advantage over him, return'd thy wa 
notable Anſwer, Tell him, ſaid he, that I oof of 


ever think any Man better than my ſelf, whilſ 
T have my Sword in my hand : and would ne 
ver conſent to come out to him, till firſt, as 
cording to his own Demand, Aztigonws had 
deliver'd him his own Nephew Ptolomens in 
Hoſtage. And yet ſome have done rather 
better than worſe in going out in Perſon tg 
arle with the Aflailant; witneſs Henry & 
Fae. a Cavalier of Champagne, who being 
beſieg'd by the Ergliſh in the Caſtle of Com 
mercy, and Bartholomew de Bone, who con 
manded at the Leagxer, baving ſo ſappd theP 
greateſt part of the Gaſtle without, that no+ 
thing remain'd but ſetting Fire to the Props 
to bury the Befieg'd under the Ruines, here- 
queſted the ſaid Herry to come out to ſpeak 
with him for his own Good; which the other 
accordingly doing, with three more 1n Com- 
pany with him, and his own evident Ruine 
ing made apparent to him, he conceivd 
himſelf fingularly oblig'd to his Enemy, to | 
whoſe Diſcretion after he and his Garriſon 
had ſurrendred themſelves, Fire being pre- 
ſently apply'd to the Mine, the Props no 
ſooner began to fail, but the Caſtle was imme- 
diately turn'd topſy turvy,no oneStone being 
lett upon another. I could, and do, a 
| acili- 
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Facility, relye upon the: Faith of another 3 
but I ſhould very unwillingly do it'in ſuch a 
Caſe, as it ſhould thereby be judg'd that it 
was rather an Effe& of my Deſpair, and want 
of Courage, than voluntary, and out of Con- 
fidence and Security in the Faith of him with 
whom I had to do. | 


| A—_ 


cararv1i. 
That the Hour of Parle is dangerom. 


Place not far from my Houſe, that thoſe 
who were driven out thence by our Army, 
and others of their Party, highly complain'd 
of Treachery, for that during a Treaty of Ac- 
commodarion, and in the very 7zterize that 
their Deputies were treating, they wetT ſur. 
prized, and cut to pieces: a thing that per- 
adventure in another Age, might have had 
ſome colour of foul Play ; but (as I faid be- 
fore) the Praftice of Arms in theſe days tis 
quite another thmg, and there 1s now no 
Confidence in an Enemy exculable, till after 
the laſt Seal of Obligation 3 and even then 
the Conquerour has enough to do to keep 
| his Word: fo hazardous a thing it is to in- 
. truſt the Obſervation of the Faith a Man has 
engagd to a Town that ſurrenders upon ea- 

fie and favourable Conditions, to the Neceſ- 
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The Faith jnto it in the heat of Blood. Lucius FE mb 
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- no more in his Power, with all the Endea- 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Efſey#. Books! 
ity, Avarice, and Licenſe of a vicoriou 
Army, and to give the Souldier free Entrang 


Ja panty lins Regillus, a Roman Pretor, having loſt 121 
urgerrain. his - time in attempting to take the City offi ric 
Phocea by force, by reaſon of the ſingula{MD! 
'Valour wherewith the Inhabitants defended (ai 


themſelves againſt him, condition'd at laſt tg 
receive them as Friends to the People of Rome, 
and to enter the Town, as into a Confederate 
City, "without any manner of Hoſtility ; of 
which he alſo gave them all poſſible Aſſy. 
rance : but having for the greater Pomp 
brought his whole Army 1n with him, it was 


vour he could uſe, to command his People; 
ſo that Avarice and Revenge deſpiſing and 
trampling under foot both his Authority and 
all diary Diſcipline, he there at once ſaw 
his own Faith violated, and a conſiderable 
part of the City ſack'd and ruin'd before his 
Face. Cleomenes was wont to ſay, That what 
Miſchief ſoever_a Man could do his Enemy in 


time of War was above Juſtice, and nothing 


"x accountable to it in the Sight of Gods and Men. 


* <p+, And according to this Principle, —_— Con- 


| cluded a Ceſſation with thoſe of Argos for Te- 
; ven. days, the third Night after he fell upon 
them when they were all buried in Securi- 
ty and Sizep, and put them to the Sword ; 
alledging for his Excuſe, That there had no 
Nights been mention'd in the Truce: but 
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hap. 6. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Al 

the Gods puniſh'd his Perfidy.' In a time of 

Þrle alſo, and-rhat the Citizens were intent 

upon their Capitulation, the City of Caſſzli-. 

zum was taken by Surprize, and that even in 

the Age of the juſteſt Captains, and the beſt 

Diſcipline of the Rowan Militia: for it is not 

ſaid, that it is not Jawful for us in Time and Y 

Place to make Advantage of our Enemies / 

want of Underſtanding, as well as their want 

of Courage : and doubtleſs War has a great 

many Priviledges, that appear reaſonable, 

even to the Prejudice of Reaſon. And there- _ 

fore here the Rule fails, Neminem id agere ut (;.,,, 4. 

ex alterius predetur inſcitia, That no one 0ffc. l. 3. 

ſhould prey upon anothers Folly. © But I am 

aſtoniſh'd at the great Liberty allow'd by Xe- 

zophon 1n ſuch Cafes, and that both by Pre- 

cept, and the Example of ſeveral Exploits of 

his compleat General. An Author of very 

great Authority, I confels, in thoſe Aﬀairs, as 

being 1n his own Perſon both a great Captain 

and a Philoſopher of the firſt Form of Socrates 

his Diſciples; and yetl cannot conſent to ſuch 

a meaſure of Licenſe as he diſpenſes in all 

Things and Places. Monſieur d Arbigny, ha- 

ving beſieged Capra, and play'd- a furious 

Battery againſt it, Signior Fabricio Colonne, 

Governour of the Town, having from a Ba- 

ſtion begun to parle, and his Souldiers in the 

mean time being a little more remiſs in their. 

- Guard, our People took advantage of their 
Security, enter'd the Place at unawares, and 


put 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 
put- them all to; the Sword. And of lat 
Memory, at Tvoy, Signior Juliano Rowen 
having play'd that part of a Novice to gg 
out to Capitulate with the Conſtable, at 
Return found his Place taken. But, that we 
might not ſcape Scot-free, the Marqueſs of 
Peſcara having Jaid Siege to Genoa, wherg 
Duke OFavio Fregoſa commanded under ouy 
 Proteion, and the Articles betwixt them 
being ſo far advanc'd that it was look d upan 
as a done thing, and upon the Point to be 
concluded, ſeveral Spaniards in the mean 
time being ſlipd in under the Priviledge of 
the Treaty, feiz'd on the Gates, and made uſe 
of this Treachery as an abſolute and fair Vi- 
Cory : and fince at Ligny in Barrois, where 
the Count de Brienne commanded, the En 
perour having in his own Perſon beleaguerd 
that Place, and Bartheville, the' ſaid Counts 
Lieutenant, going out to parle, whilſt he was 
.Capitulating the Town was taken. 


» -— : 
Em em oytsyD< DDEPR: 


Fu il vincer ſempre maj laudabil coſa 
Vinca ſi 9 per fortuna, o per ingegno. 


Fame ever does the Victor's Praiſes ring, 
And Conqueſt ever was a glorious thing, 


. Which way ſoe're the Conqu'rour purchasd it, 


Whether by Valour, Fortune, or by Wit. 


ſay they : But the Philoſopher Chryſippus was 
of another Opinion, wherein I alſo concur 
for he was usd to ſay, That thoſe who run a 
| Race, 
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Chap. 6. Seigveur de Montaigne's Eſſbys. 43 
Race, ought to imploy all the Force they 
have in what they are about, and to run as: 
faſt as they can; but that it is by no means 
fair in them to lay any hand upon their Ad- 
verſary to ſtop him, nor to ſet a Leg before E 
him to throw him down. And yet more ge-.x < $3v97:: 1 
nerous was the Anſwer of that great Alexar- E 
der to Polypercon, who perſuaded him to take 

the Advantage of the Nights Obſcurity to 

fall upon Dariws; By no means (ſaid he) it is 

not for ſuch a Man as T am to ſteal a Victory, 

Malo _s peniteat, quam vitorie pude- Quint.Curt, 
at, I had rather repent me of my Fortune ": + 
than be aſhamd of my Victory. 


o 


Atque idem fugientem hand eft dignatus Orodem xn, 
Sternere, nec jaFa cecum dare Cuſpide vulnus:; | 10. 
Obvias, adverſoq; occurrit, ſeque viro vir 

Contulit, haud furto melior, ſed fortibus armis. 


His. Heart diſdain'd to ſtrike Orodes dead, 
Or, unſeen, baſely wound him as he fled 3 
But gaining firſt his Front, wheels round, and 
Bravely oppos'd himſelf to his Careex: (there 
And fighting Man to Man, would let him ſee 
 Ais Valour-ſcorn'd both Odds and Policy. 
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a4  - Seigneir de Montaigne's Eſſays, "Book 


CHAP. VIL 
That the Intention is JFadge of our A#ions. ; 


AY 
s, 


202% 0/4, 27 FIS a Saying, That Death diſcharges 8 
; of all our Obligations. However,1 
| know ſome who have taken it 1n another 
z) Senſe. Herry the Seventh, King of England 
articled with Dor Philip Son to Maximilia 
the Emperour, and Father to the Emperout 
Charles the Fifth,, when he had him upon 
Exgliſh Ground, that the ſaid Philip ſhould 
deliver up the Duke of S»f31k of the White 
Roſe, his mortal Enemy, who was fled into 
the Low Conntries, '\into his Hands 5 which 
Philip (not knowing how to evade it) ac- 
cordingly promtsd ro.do, but upon conditi- 
on nevertheleſs, that Hexry ſhould artempt' 
nothing againſt the Life of the ſaid Duke, 
which, during his own Life he perform'd 3 
bat coming to dye, in his Taſt Will, com-/ 
manded his Son to put him to Death imme- 
diately after his Deceaſe. And Jately, 1n the 
Tragedy, that the Duke of Alva preſented to 
X) us in the Perſons of two Counts, Egmort 
and Horne, at Bruſſels, there were very re- 
markable Paſlages, and one amongſt the reſt, 
that the ſaid Count Egmoxt (upon the ſecuri- 
ty of whoſe Word and Faith Count Horne 
had come and ſurrendred himſelf to the 
Duke of Alva) earneſtly entreated that he 
might 
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"88 Chap. 7. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
W might firſt mount the Scaffold, to the end 
that Death might diſingage him from theOb- 
ligation he had paſt to the other. In which 
Caſe, methinks Death did not acquit the for- 
mer of his Promiſe, and the ſecond was ſatis-* 
fied in the good Intention of the other, even 
though he bad not died with him : for we 
carinot be oblig'd beyond what. we are able 
to perform, by reaſon that the Effefts and In- 
tentions of what we promiſe are not at all in 
our Power, and that indeed we are Maſters 
 .of nothing but the Will, in which, by neceſ- 
fity, all the Rules and whole Duty of Man- 
kind 1s founded and eſtabliſh'd. And there- 


fore Count Egmornt, conceiving his Soul and 
"8 Will bound and indebted to his Promiſe, al- 


though he had not the Power to make it 
'& good, had doubtleſs been abſolv'd of his Du- 
MW ty, even though he had out-liv'd the other; 
-but the King of E-gl/and wilfully and preme- 
ditately breaking his Faith, was no more to 
be-excusd for deferring the Execution of his 
Infidelity nill after his Death, than Herodotus 
his Maſon, who having inviolably, during 
the time of his Life, kept the Secret of the 
Treaſure of the King of Egypt his Maſter, at 
his Death diſcover'd it to his Children. Ihave 
taken notice of ſeveral in my tune, who, con- 
vincd by their Conſciences of unjuſtly de- 
taining the Goods of another, have endea- 
vour'd to make amends by their Will, and af- 


ter their Deceaſe: but they had as good do 
na- 


- ſomething of their own, and by h 
their Payment 1s more ſtrict and incommods 


 » felted, and publickly declar'd, 


_, 4 
- £ # oo. n . 2 bs o Bail4< os $3 "> 2A OE "= 
PLET1 J al Sr nds AE at es AT ae Ek Ae E224 go OE TINT ATE =O OBE ROI Tat TB +4 
& pool 3h Ee I 5 Pe Ho Paton eo et OE IRIS, EY Tt IIS 
BP) tn RL ASS + FR SEE RE on, ts 3 ; ; Er ORE] 
* Thos WD. 5 hoy. - 


46. Sergnenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 1 Eh 


nothing, and delude themſelves both in ta 
king ſo much time in ſo prefſing an Aﬀajy 
and alſo in. going about to repair an Injuyy 
with fo Thittle Demonſtration of Reſentment 
and Concern. They owe over and = 

ow | 


-—_— 


ous to themſelves, by ſo mach is their Reſſþ 
eution more perfect, juſt, and meritorious; 


for Penitency requires Penance: but they ye 
35 wort then theſe, who reſerve the Decla 
ration of a mortal Animoſity againſt theix 
Neighbour to the laſt Gaſp, having conceal'd 
it all the time of their Lives before, wherein 
they declare to have little regard of their 
own Honour whilſt they irritate the Party 
offended againſt their Memory 3 and leſs to 
their. Conſcience, not having the Power, 
even out of Reſpe& to Death it ſelf, to make 
their Malice' dye. with them; but extending | 
the Life of their Hatred even beyond their | 


own. Unjuſt Judges, who defer Judgment. 
tO a me Ry fan have no Knows- 
Tedge of the Cauſe! For my part, I ſhall take. 


Care, if I can, that my Death diſcover no- 
thing that my Life has not firſt openly mani- 
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Chap. 8. Seignenr de Montaighe's Eſſxyo. 47 
Of Ialeneſs. 


' A S we ſee ſome Grounds that have long x TTq.6% (x) 
A lain idle, and untill'd, when grown —" 
rank and fertile by reſt, to abound with, and 
ſpend their Vertue, in the Produdt of innu- 
merable ſorts of Weeds, and wild Herbs, that © 
are unprofitable, and of ng wholſome ule, 
and that to make them perform their true 
Office, we are to cultivate and prepare them 
for ſuch Seeds as are proper for our Service. 
And as we fee Women that without the 
Knowledge of Men do ſometimes of them- 
ſelves bring forth inanimate and formleſs 
Lumps of Fleſh, but that to cauſe a natural 
and perfe& Generation they are to be huſ- 
banded with another kind of Seed ; even fo 
it is with Wits, which if not aÞpLac to ſome 
. certain Study Ge may fix and reſtrain them, 
run into a thouſand Extravagancies, and are 


eternally roving here and there 1n the inex- 
tricable Labyrinth of reſtleſs Imagination. Þ. 


Sicut aque tremulum labris ubi lumen ahenis x54 18, 

Sole repercuſſum, aut radiantjs imagine Lung, 

Omnie per-volitat late loca, p pho: ſub auras © 
 Erigitur, ſummique ferit laquearia tedi. 


Like as the quivering Refleion 
Of Fountain Waters, when the Morning Sun 
| Darts 
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48 Seignenr de Montaigne's. Eſſays. Books 

' Darts oh the Baſon, or the Moon's pale Bean 
Gives Light and Colour to the captive Streamy 
Whips with fantaſtick mottonround the place 
And Walls and Roof ſtrikes with its tre 
(bling Rayg 


© In which wild and irregular Agitation, 
there 1s rio Folly, nor idle Fancy they dg 
not light upon : 


Hor de Ar» *; ahi velut eeri ſommia, V4auRh : 
te Poetics. Pinguntur ſpecies ----- 


Like ſick mens Dreams, that from a troubled 
Phantaſms create, ridiculous and vain. (Brain iſ o 


The Soul that has no eſtabliſh'd Limit to - 
circumſcribe it, loſes it ſelf, as the Epigram- A 
matiſt ſays, t 


Marti Misquis ubiq; habitat, maxime tnſquam 
Eb, 7. habitat. ; 
Eprg. 72. 


He that lives every where, does no where 
live. 


When I lately retir'd my ſelf to my own 
Houſe, with a Reſolution, as much as poffi- 
bly I could, to avoid all manner of Concern 
| in Afﬀairs, and toſpend in privacy and repoſe 
ip the little remainder of time I have to Live : 
| I fancy'd I could not more oblige my mind . 
than to ſuffer it at full leiſure to entertain 
and divert it ſelf, which I alſo now hop it 

might 


, 


Chap. 9. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
night the better be entruſted to do, as being 
by Time and Obſervation . become more 
ettled and, maturez but I find, 


---== Varian ſemper dant otia mentem. 


---- Even in the moſt retird Eſtate | 
Leiſure it ſelf does various Thoughts create. 


that, quite contrary, it is like a Horſe that has 
broke from his Rider, who voluntarily runs 
into a much more violent Career than any 

W Horſeman would put him to, and creates me 
' Is many Chimera's and fantaſtick Monſters 
1 one upon another, without Order or De- 


their Strangeneſs and Abſurdity, Thave begun 
to commit them to Writing, hoping 1n time 
to make them aſham'd of themſelves. 


CHAP. IX. 
Of Lyers. 


 #TPHere is not a Man living, whom it 
would fo little become to ſpeak of 


and do not think that the World has again 
another ſo treacherous as mine. My other Fa- 
culties are all very ordinary and mean 3 but 
1 this I think my ſelf very fingular, and to 
ſuch a Degree of —— that (beſides 


the 


ſign, that, the better.at leiſure to contemplate- 


{ Memory as my felf, for I have none at all 3 


— 


49 
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the Inconyenience I ſuffer by it, which meri ' 
ſomething) I deſerve, mettiinks, to be famouy 


for it, and to have mare than a common Re? 


putation : though, in truth, the neceſlary uſe 


of Memory confiderd, Plate had Reaſon 
when he call'd it a great apd powerful God- 
dels. In my Country, when they would de- 
| cipher Wai that has no Sence, they fay, 
ſuch a'one has no Memory ; and when I com 
| plain of mine, they ſeem not to believe I am 


ſtanding; wherein they are very wide of my 
Intention, and do me Wrong : Experience 
rather daily ſhewing us on the contrary, thay 
| a ſtrong Memory 1s commonly coupled with 


infirm Judgment: and they do me more 


over (who am ſo perfect in nothing as the 


good Friend) at the ſame time a greater 
Wrong in this, that they make the ſame 
Words which accufe my Infirmity, repreſent 
me for an ingrateful Perſon 5 wherein they 


Queſtion upon the account of my Memaxy, 


and from a natural Imperfetion, unjuſtly de- 
xive a defe& of Conſcience. He has forgat, 
fays one, this Requeſt, or that Pronuſe; he 
Do. more: remembers his Friends, he has for- 
got to ſay or do,ar toconceal fuch and fuch'a 
ein for my ſake. And truly, Iam apt enough 
bo, 


thing 


in earneſt, and preſently.reprove me, as tha 
I accusd my felt for a Fool, not diſcerning 
| the Difference betwixt Memory and Under 


bring my Integrity and good Nature into 


xget many things, but to negle@ any! 


(a 


never do it. | And it ſhould be enough, mie- 
Wthinks, that I feel the Miſery and Inconvent- 
'Wence of it, without branding me with Malice, 
a Vice ſo much a Stranger, arid fo —_ 
to iy Nature. However, I derive tt 
Comforts from my Infirmity; firſt, that it is 
an Evil from which principally I have found 
reaſon to corret a worſe, that would eaſily 
enough have grown upon me, namely, Ambi- 
tion 3 this Defe& being intolerable in thoſe 
who take upon them the Negotiations of the 
World, an Employment of the greateft Ho- 
nour and Truft among Men: ſecondly, that 
(as ſeveral. hke Examples »n the Progreſs of 
Nature demoriftrate to us) ſhe has fortified 
me in my other Faculties, proportionably as 
ſhe has unfurmſh'd me 1n this; I ſhould 
otherwife have been apt implicitely to have 
reposd my Wit and Judgment upon the bare 
Report. of other Men, without ever ſetting 
them to work upon any Inquiſition whatever, 
had the ſtrange Inventions and Opinions of 
the Authors I have read been ever preſent 
with me by the Benefit of Memory: thirdly, 
That by this Means Iam not ſo talkative, for 
the Magazine of the Memory 1s ever better 
farmiſh'd with matter than that of the Inven- 
tion 5 and had mine been faithful to me, I 
had e're this, deaf'd all my Friends with my 
eternal Babble, the Subje&ts themſelves row- 
ſing and ſtirrmg up the little Faculty I -_ 
| E 2 O 
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52 | - Seigneur de Moptaigne's Eſſays. .” Book] 
'_  Of-handling, and applying them, heating an 
extending my Diſcourſe. *Tis a great Impg 
feRtion, and what I have obſervd 1n eve 

of my intimate Friends, who, as their Memg 

ries ſupply them: with a preſent and entin 
Review of things, derive their . Narratin 

. from fo remote a; Fountain, and crowd 

: vin ſo many unpertinent ewigag 7s thy 
1597] though the Story be_good in _it_ {elk thy 


make a ſhift to ſpoil it; and if otherwiſe, you 


I" III 


are either to curſe the Strength of their 
-\ mory, or the Weakneſs of their Judgment; 
and it is a hard thing to cloſe up a Diſcourk, 


w KK 

"and to cut it ſhort, when you are once nM «, 
'and have a great deal more to ſay. - Neithaſſ 1; 
1s there any thing wherein the Forceand RexſWſ (1 
dineſs of a Horſe 1s ſo much ſeen, as inaround MW 7 
graceful, and ſudden ſtop; and I ſee eva} 7 
thoſe who are pertinent enough, who would W + 


but cannot ſtop ſhort in their Career: fa | 
whilſt they are ſeeking out a handſome Peri-W ; 
od, to conclude the Senſe, they talk at ran-W | 
dom, and are fo perplex'd, and entangled in | 
their own Eloquence, that they know nat 1 
FH | What tney ſay. But above all, old Men, whoſh + 
L) yet. retain the Memory of things paſt, and MW + 
forget' how often they have told them, arefl 
the moſt dangerous Company for this fault 3 
and I have known Stories from the Mouth of 
a- Man of. very great Quality, otherwiſe very 
pleaſant in themſelves, become very trouble- 
ſome; by being a hundred times repeated ”m_ 
| a 
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to this infirm Memory of mine, 1s, that by 
this means I leſs remember the Injuries I have 
receivdz inſomach, that (as the Ancient ſaid) 
I ſhould have a Profocole, a Regiſter of Inju- 
ries, or a Prompter, like Dari#s, who, that he 
might not forget the Offence he had receiy'd 
from thoſe of Athens, fo oft as he ſat down 
to Dinner, orderd| one of his Pages three 
times to whoop 1n his Ear, S7r, remember the 
Athenians: and alſo, the Places which I revi- 
fit, and” the Books I read over again, ſtill 
ſmile upon me with a freſh Novelty. It is not 
without good Reaſon ſaid, That he who has 
not a good Memory ſhould never take -upon 
him the Trade of Lying. Iknow-very well, 
that the Grammarians diſtinguiſh betwixt an 
Untruth and a Lye, and ſay, that to tell an 


that we our ſelves believe to be true; and 
that to Lye, is to tell a thing which we know 
in'our Conſcience to be utterly falſe and un- 


trae 3 and it is of this laſt ſort of Lyers Gly 


that I now ſpeak. Now theſe do either whol- * 


ſy contrive and invent the Untruths they ut- 
ter,'or ſo alter and diſguiſe a true Story, that 
t always ends in a Lye 3 and when they gif- 
guiſe and-often alter the ſame Story accord- 
- Ing to their own Fancy, *tis very hard for 
them at one'time or another to eſcape being 
trapd, by reaſon that the real Truth of the 
Thing -having ' firſt taken Poſſeſſion of the 
' Feſ E 3 Memo- 
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Untruth is to tell a thing that is falſe, but 
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Memory, and þeing there lodg'd, and in 


not careful to make themſelves very perfe 
in . their Tale. Of which I bave had very 
pleaſant Experience, at the Expence of ſu 

as- profeſs only to form, and accommodate 
their Speech,to the Afﬀair they haye in hand, 
or to the Humour of the Perſon with whom 


| they have to do; for the Circumſtances ta 


which theſe men ſtick not toenſlave their Con: 


_ ſciences; and their Faith being ſybje& to ſe 


vera Changes,their Language muſt accarding+ 
Iy vary: from whence 1t happens, that of the 
ſame thing they. tell one Man, that it 1s this, 
and another that it is that, giving it ſeveral 
Forms and Colours 3 which Men, if they 
once come to confer Notes, and find on the 

| caf, 


- Printed by the way. of Knowledge: and Sgfff whi 
- ence, it will be ever ready to preſent Wl - ccfi 
to.the Imagination, and to ſhoulder out am[il for. 
Falſhood of theis own contriving, which cavlſfl (o 
not there have ſo fyre and ſettled Footing ul up 
the other; and the Circumſtances of the hol ms 
true Knowledge evermore running 1n thei pr 
Minds, will be apt to make them forget thakffl th 
that are illegitimate, and only forgd by theirfl of 
own Fancy. In what they wholly. wvem,W ir 
foraſmuch as there is na contrary Impreſſion a 
to juſtle their Invention, there ſeems 10 beſl © 
leſs danger of tripping 3 and yet even this al-W 1 
ſo, by reaſon it 1s a vain Body, and witham ( 
" any other Foundation than Fancy only, vMW 1 
very apt to eſcape the Memory, if they be BW 
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which may be added, that they muſt of Ne- 
ceſlity very often ridiculouſly trap themſelves; 
for, what Memory can be ſufficient to retain 
ſo many different Shapes as. they have forgd 
upon one and the ſame Subje&? T have known 
many in my Time, very ambitious of the re- 
pute of this fine piece of Diſcretion; but 
'they do not ſee, that if there be aReputati- 
on of being wiſe, there is really no Prudence 
in it. In plain Truth, Lying is a hateful and 
an eV We atone, nor have 
other Tye upon one another, but our Word. 
If we did but difcover the Horror and ilt 
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Fire and Sword, and more juſtly than other 
Crimes. .F fee that Parents commonly, and 
with Indifcretion enough, corre& their Chil- 
dren for little innocent Faults, and torment 
them for wanton childiſh Tricks, that have 
. Neither Impreffion, nor tend to any Conlſe- 


quence : whereas, 1n my Opinion, Lying on- | 


ly, and (what is of ſomething a lower Form) 
ach, are the Faults which are to be- ſe- 
verely whipd out of them, both in the In- 
faricy and Progreſs of the-Vices, which will 
otherwiſe grow upffnd increaſe with them 5 
and after a Tongne has once got the Knack 
KL tis not to be imagined how impol- 

e almoſt 1t is to reclaim it. Whence it 
comes to- paſs, that we fee ſome, who are 
. Otherwiſe very honeſt Men, fo ſubje@Q.to' this 
| E 4 Vice, 


Cheat, what becomes -of this fine Art? To 


Conſequences of it, we ſhould purſue it with - 
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x). Vice. I have an honeſt Lad to my Taylor 
who I never knew guilty of one Truth, ng 
not when 1t had been to his Advantage. If 

_ Falſhood had, like Truth, but one Face only, 
we ſhould be upon better Terms 3 for we 
ſhould then take the contrary to what the 
Lyer ſays for certain Truth; but the Reverſe 
of Truth has a hundred thouſand Figures, and 
a Field indefinite without Bound or Limit, 

Yeu; The Pythagoreans ' make Good to be certain 
and fimte, and Evzl, infinite and uncertain; 

_ | there area thouſand ways to miſs the White, 

"Mil ,,\ there 1s only one to hit it. For my own 

?) part, I have this Vice in ſo great horror; that 
I am not ſure I conld prevail with my Con- 

- ſcience to ſecure my ſelf from the moſt mani- 
feſt and extream Danger, by an impudent 
and ſolemn Lye. An ancient Father ſays, 

X) That 8 Dog we know 3s better Company than 4 

| « Man whoſe Language we do not underſtand, 

Plin. Nat. Ut externus-non alieno fit hominis vice, As 

ah 2 Foreigner, to one that underſtands not what 

; he fays, cannot be ſaid to ſupply the Place of a 
an, becauſe he.can be no Company. And' 

how much leſs ſociable 1s falſe Speaking than 
Silence ? King Francis the Firſt brag 'd, that 


Taverna, the Embaſſadar of Franciſco Sforza, 
Duke of Milaz, a Man very famous for his 
Eloquence 1n. thoſe days. This Gentleman 


jeſty about a thing of very great- Conſe- 
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he had, by this means, non-plusd Frarciſe . 


had been ſent to excuſe his Maſter to his Mas -. 


quence 5 - 
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lorfl quence 3 which was this: King Frazcis, to 

maintain evermore ſome Intelligence in [taly, 
out of which he had lately been driven, and' 


ly; particularly in the Dutchy of Mzlan, 'had 
we thought it (to that end) convenient to have 
be B evermore a Gentleman on his Behalf to lye 
ſe WB Leiger in the Court of that Duke ; an Am- 


id WY baſladour in Effect, but in outward Appear- 
it, W- ance no other han a' private Perſon who pre- 
n i tended to reſide there tpon the ſingle Ac- 
5 count of his-own particular Afﬀairs; which 
, W was ſo carried, by reaſon that the Duke, 
1 WF much more depending upon the Emperour, 
t WI - eſpecially at a time when he was in a Treaty 
EK of a Marriage with his Neece, Daughter to 
the King of Denmark, and fince Dowager of 
Lorrain, could not own any Friendſhip or 
Intelligence with us, but very much to his 

own Prejudice. For this Commiſſion then 

one Merveilte a Millanozs Gentleman, and a 
Querry to the King, being thought very fit, 

| he was accordingly diſpatch'd thither with 
private Letters of Credence, his Inſtructions 

of Ambaſladour., and other Letters of Recom- 
'mendation to the Duke about his own private 
Concerns, the better to colour the Buſineſs; 

. and fo long continued 1n that Court, that 

the Emperour at laſt had ſome Incling of his 

real Employment there, and complain'd of it 

to the Duke, which was the Occaſion of what 
followed after, as we ſuppoſe 3 which was, 

that wnder Pretence of a Murther by him 
| | COM- 
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committed, his Tryal was in two days dif 
patch'd, and his Head in the Night ſtrook off 
in Priſon. Signior Franciſco then being up- 
on this Account, came to the Court of 
France, and, prepar'd with a long counterfeit 
Story to excuſe a thing of ſo dangerous Ex- 
ample, (for the King had apply'd himſelf tg 
all the Princes of Chriſtendom, as well as to 
the Duke himſelf, to demand SatisfaQtion for 
this Outrage upon the Perſon of his Miniſter) 
had his Audience at the morning Council z 
where, after he had for the Support of his 


Cauſe, m a long premeditated Oration, laid 


open feveral plauſible Juftifications of the 
FacR, he concluded, that. the Duke his Ma- 
ſter had never look'd upon this Merverle for 
other than a private Gentleman, and his own 
Subje&t, who was there only in order to his 
own Buſineſs, neither had; he ever liv'd after 
any, other manner 3 abſolutely difowning that 
he had ever heard he was one of the King's 
Domeſtick Servants, or that his Majeſty ſo 
much as knew him, ſo far was he from taking 
him for an Ambaſſadour. When having made 
an end, and the King prefling him with fe- 
veral Objections and Demands, and fifting 
him on all hands, gfavell'd him at laſt, by 
asking, why then the Execution was perform- 
ed by Night,” and as is were by Stealth ? At 
which the poor confounded Ambaſſador, the 
more handſomly to difingage himſelf, made 


Anſwer, That the Duke would. have: been * 


very 
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very loath, out of Reſpe& to his Majeſty, 
that ſuch an Execution ſhould have been per- 
form'd in the Face of the Sun. Any one may 
oueſs if he was not well chool'd when he 
came home, for having ſo groſly trip'd in the 
Preſence of a. Prince of ſo delicate a Noſtril 
as King Francis. Pope Julivs the Second, ha- 
ving fent an Ambaſſadour to the King of 


DALTEN, tO ARate Np againſt King Fran- 
cis, the Ambaſladour having had his Audi- 
ence, and the King, before he would give a 


. Pofitive Anſwer, infiſting upon the Difficul- 
ties he found in ſetting on foot fogreat aPre- 


Pararion as agg _— to __— ſo 
potent a King, and urging ſome Reaſons to 
thit EtieQ, No beacons yery unſcafona- 
bly reply'd, that he had alſo himſelf confi- 
ED SE, no difficulries, and bad repre- 
ſented as much to the Pope. From which 
Saying of his, ſo direaly oppoſite to the 
Thing propounded, and the Buſineſs he came 
about, which was unmediately to incite him 
to. War, the King firſt derivd Argument, 
(which alſo he afcerwards found to be true.) 
that this Ambaſſadour, in his own private 
Boſom, was a Friend to the French 5 of 
which having advertis'd the Pope, his Eſtate 
at his Return home was confiſcate, and him- 
= _wy narrowly eſcap'd the loſing of his 
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; CHAP. X. 
Of quick, or ſlow Speech. 


' Onc ne fut x tows toutes Graces donnees. 


| | All Graces by All-liberal Heaven 


Were never yet to all men given. 


097 * A S we ſee in theGift of Eloquence, where- 


in ſome have ſuch a Facility and 
Promptneſs, and that which we call a preſent 
Wit, ſo eafie, ' that they are ever ready upon 
all Occafions, and never to be ſurprizd : and 
others more heavy and ſlow, never ventare 
to utter any thing but what they have long 
premeditated, and taken great Care and Pains 


. to fit and prepare. Now, as we teach young 


V3 ft; Ladies thoſe Sports and Exerciſes which are 


Y) 


moſt proper to ſet out the Grace and Beauty 
of thoſe Parts wherein their chiefeſt Orna- 
ment and PerfeCtion lye'; ſo in theſe two ad- 
vantages of Eloquence, to which the Law- 


- yers and Preachers of our Age ſeem princi- 


pally to pretend. If I were worthy to ad-, 


viſe, the ſlow Speaker, methinks, ſhould be 


more proper for the Pulpit,- and the other 
for the Bar; and that becauſe the Employ- 


; ment of the firſt does naturally allow him all 


the Leiſure he can deſire to prepare himſelf, 


and beſides, his Career 1s perfoxm'd in an even 


a 


- 
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\ and: unintermitted Line, without ſtop or in- 


terruption 3 whereas, the Pleader's Buſineſs 
and Intereſt | compells him to enter the Liſts 
upon all Occaſions, and the unexpeted Ob- 
jeaions and Replies of his adverſe Party, ju- 
{tle him out of his Courſe, and put him, up- 
on the Inſtant, to pump for new and extex- 
pore Anſwers and Defences. Yet, at the In- 


terview betwixt Pope Clement and King 


Francis at Marceles, 1t hapned quite con- 
try, "that Monſieur Dojett, a man bred up 
all his Life at the Bar, and 1n the higheſt Re- 


| Pute for Eloquence, having the Charge of 


making the Harangue to the Pope committed 
to him, and having ſo long meditated on it 
before-hand, as (as it was ſaid) to have 


brought it ready made along with him from 


Paris; the very day it was to have been pro- 
nounc'd, the Pope. fearing ſomething might 


be faid that might give Offence to the other 
Princes Ambaſſadors who were there attend- . 


ing on him, ſent to acquaint the King with 


the Argument which he concerv'd moſt ſuit. 


ing to the Time and Place, but by chance 

uite another thing to that Morfreur de Foy- 
F} had taken ſo much Pains about : ſo that 
the. fine Speech he had prepared, was of no 
uſe, and he was upon the Inſtant to contrive 
another 3 which finding himſelf unable to 
do, Cardinal Bellay was conſtrain'd to per- 
form that Office. The. Pleader's Part is, 
doubtleſs, much - harder than: that of the 

HE... FE OT Preach- 
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5 Preacher 5 and yet, in my Opinion, we ſee iſ; 
ia" mote paſſable Lawyers than Yreachers.It ſhould ' 
| ſeera that the nature of Wir is,to have its ope- = ® 
ration prompt and ſudden, and that of Jadg- 
ment, to have it more deliberate, and more 
flow : bat he who remains totally ſilent for 
want of leiſure to prepare himſelf to ſpeak 
| well, and he alfo whotm Jeilure does no 
; . env \ ways benefit to better ſpeaking, are equally 
| OA = echny "Tis ſaid of Sewers, cha fi 
Caſſiv. * ſpoke belt extempore, that he ſtood more ob- 
| ligd to Fortune, than tis own Diligence, 
that it was an advantage to him to be mter- 
zupted m ſpeaking, and that his Adverſaries 
were afraid toncttle him, leſt his Anger ſhould 
x) redouble his —_ I know experi- | 
mentally, a Diſpoſition ſo tmpatient of a te- 
| dious and elaborate Premeditation, that. if 
it do not go frankly and gayly to work, 
/ can perform nothing to purpoſe. We ſay of 
. 8v!F $2) ſome Compoſitions, that they link of Oyl, 
and ſmel} of the Lamp, by reaſon of a certain 
' rough harſhneſs that the labortous handling 
imprints upon thoſe where great Force has 
Fr) been employ'd: but behides this, the folicitude 
of doing well, and a certain ftriving and 
contending of a mind too far ſtrain'd, and 
over-bent upon its Undertaking, breaks, and 
X) hinders it ſelf, like Water, that by force of its 
own prefling violence and abundance, cannot 
find a ready tte through the neck of a Bot- 
tle, or a narrow Sluce. | In this condition. of 
R a= 
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Nature,” of which I was now r—_ there 


' is this alſo; that it would nor be diſorder, 


5 , UC UUOT 
and ſtimulated with Tach a Paſhon as the Fu- 


ry of Caſſius 3 for ſuch a Motion would be 
too violent and rude : 1t would not be juſt- 
led, but ſollicited, and would be rouzd and 
heated by unexpected, ſudden, and acciden- 


tal Occaſions. If it be left to it (elf, it flags 
BK and languiſhes, Agitation only gives it grace 


and vigour. 1 am alwayes worſt in my own 
poſſeſhon, and when wholly at my own dil- 
poſe, Accident has more title to any thing 
that comes from me, than I 3 Occaſion, Com- 
pany, and even the very n_ and falling of 
my own Voice; extra more from my Fancy, 
than I can find when I examin and employ it 
by my ſelf 5 by which means, the things E 
ſay are better than thoſe I write, if either 


were to be preferd, where neither are worth 
any thing. This alſo befalls me, that I am at * 


a loſs, when I feek, and light upon things 
more by chance, than by any inquiſition of 
my own Judgment. I perhaps ſometimes hir 
upon ſomething when I write that feems 


” 


» 
ky 


| -_ and fpritely to me, but will appear 
| 


| and heavy to another. Bat let as leave 
this Subje&t. Every one talks thus of himſelf 


according to his Talent. For my part, I am 
_ already fo loſt in it, that F know not what I 
|  wasabourt to fay, and in ſuch caſes, a ſtranger 
_ often finds it out before me. If I ſhould al- 


ways carry. my Razor about me, to uſe - 
OIt 
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oft.as this inconvenience befalls me, I ſhould WF 


make clean-work.: but ſome Occurrence on + 
ther, may at ſome other time; lay it as vifi- W © 


ble to me as the Light, and make me wonder 
what I ſhould ſtick at. | 


CHAP. NL 


Of Prognoſtications. 


Or what concerns Oracles,;-1t 1s certain, 
that a good while before 'the coming! 

of our Saviour Chriſt, they began toloſe their 
Credit; for we ſee that Czcero-is troubled to: 
find out the cauſe' of their decay, in thele- 
words 3 Cur iſto modo jam. Oracula Delphis' 
non eduntur, non modo noſtra etate, fed jam” 
din, ut nihil poſſit eſſe contemiptivs > What 
ſhould be the reaſon that the Oracles at. 
Delphos are fo utter'd, not only in this Age: 
of ours, but moreover a great while ago, that: 
nothing can be more contemptible ? But as 
to the other Prognoſticks, | calculated from 
the Anatomy of Beaſts at $acrifices, (which 
Plato does in part attribute to the natural 
Conſtitution of the Inteſtines-vf the Beaſts 
themſelves) the ſcraping of Poultry, the - 
flights of Birds : Aves quaſdam rerum angu-- 
randarum cauſa natus eſſe putamus ; We think- * 
ſome ſorts of Birds to be purpoſely created 
upon the account of Augury, Claps of T _ 
der, 
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| Anrnſpicess multa Augures provident multa Ora- 

8 culis declarantur, multa Vaticinationibus, mul- 

4 ts Somniis, multa Portentis, Soothſayers and v3 5) 
' Augurs conjecture and foreſee many things, 

and c things are foretold in Oracles, Pro- - 

- phecies, Dreams, and Portents 3 and others 7 -+ - 
of the like Nature, upon which Antiquity - 

- founded moſt of their publick and private $ 
Enterprizes, Chriſtian Religion has totally ® 


| aboliſh'd. . And although FRET: 2 yet _remaift Þ: 0 
- amongſt us ſome Praftices of Divination from **© 4) 
the Stars, trom Spirits, from the Shaggs and | 


Complexions of men, for Dreams#afd! the 

- BW like, (a notable Example of the wild curiofi=» ®f-c Vy, 
- W ty of our Nature to graſp at and anticipate 

future things, as if we had not enough to do 

to digeſt the preſent) - 


ws Df Mo” 2 # 


* 4 «-=--cur hanc tibi reor Olympi Lican. 1.4g 
= Solicitis viſum mortalibus addere curam, 
Noſcart venturos ut dira per amnia clades 2 
|- Sit ſubiture quodcunque paras, fit ceca futurt 
Mens hominum fati, liceat ſperare timenti, 


Why, thou great Ruler of Olympes, why 
Halt thou. to timorous Mortality . 
. Added this Care, that men ſhould. be ſo wiſe 
To-know, by Omers, future Miſeries?  - * - 
Free us from this unneceſlary care, pa. 
Unlaold for ſend the Ills thou doſt prepares 
EI : YL 


F Let 


"w 


£4yc s) not indeed conventent_ to 


8 


' and even his own Aﬀedtion oppoſing any! 


ues \ 4 


Mzſernmn eft enins nibil proficientem_angii It's 
know- what thall 


cams to pals x for It is a miſerable thing th! 
be vexd and tormented to no purpoſe.). Ye 
are they of much leſs Authority now than here: 
tofore. Whichygmakes the Example of France 
Marqueſs of Sthzz.o ſo much more remarks 
ble; being Lieutenant to King Francit 
the Fifliyin his Army beyond the'Mountaing 
infinitely favour'd and eſteem'd inour Count, 
and oblig'd to the King's Bounty for the Mar- 
quirate 1t (df, which had been forfeited by 
" his Brother; and as to- the reſt, havige no! 
manner of Provocation given him to'Uo it, 


- 


rified. (as 1t was canhdently reported) with 

the fine Prognoſticks that were ſpread abroad 

in favour * the Emperour Charles the Fifth, 

and to our Diſadvantage, (eſpecially in ah, 

where:theſe fooliſh Prophecies were ſo & 

believ'd, that great Sums of Money were laid, 
and others ventur'd out upon return of great: | 
er when they came to paſs, ſo certain they: 
made themfelves of our Ruine) that having 
bewatl'd to thoſe- of his Acquaintance who 
were molt intimate with him, the Naſchies 
| : t 


wh?” 
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ſach Difloyalty ; ſuffer'd himſelf re be ſo ter 
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" ever .govern'd at that time, But he carried 

- him Fin this Aﬀair hke a Man agitated with 

- "divers Paſſions ; for having both Towns and 

- Forces in his hands, the Enemy's Army 'un- :*#+ + 
- der Antoxio' de Leva cloſe by him, and ' we ' 

- not at all ſuſpe&ing his Deſign, it kad been 

' 4 his Power to have done more than he did; 

- for we Ioſt no Men by this Infidelity of his, 

' -nor any Town, but Foſſan oo oor that 

| -after.a long Siege; and: a brave Defence. 


Prudent futuri temporis exitunt  Horl.3 
_ Caliginoſa noe premit Deus, "A 

Ridetque ſi mortalis ultra 

Fas trepidat. 


Th' eternal Mover has in Shades of Night 
Future Events conceal'd from lumane fight, 
And langhs when he does ſee the timerous Aſs 
. Fremble at what ſhall never come to paſs. 


: =-=--zlle potens ſui Tb, Ode 41. 
Letuſque deget, cui licet in diem 
Dixiſſe vixi cras vel atra 
_ Nabe Polune pater occupato, 
Vil ſole puro. 
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, He free _ ancxily may- oo can a fary 8 , 
- As the day. patles I have liyd to day; : :: 
* And fo! r tO: MOTO litete;does take ON 


eee OS 


H.l2. | * I in ieſens aninus quod alra bh 
pig :Oderit curare 7 | _— - 
A'mind that's cheerfu s preſent State 


To think of any thing beyond will will hate.” 


' And thoſe who take this Sentence in a cans 

{ Cic. de Di-" trary Senſe, interpret it amiſs. [j?2 ſic recipro-! 
vn, h. 2. 5 
cantur, ut &» ſi Divinatio ſit, Dii (int, &+ ſi Dit. 

, (nt, fit Divinatio, Theſe things have that mu 

'tual Relation to one another, that if there be: 

' ſach a thing as Divination, there muſt be". 

| Deities ; and if Deities, Divination : much” 

more wiſely Pacnvi#s 3 


1d.ex Pacu- Ao iſtis qu linguant AUVIUH intelligunt, 
_ Plujqs ex alieno jecore fapiunt, quam ex ſuo, © 
Magis audiendum, quam auſcultandum cenſe of 


YJ.7.: Who the Birds Language underſtand, and 
T1] 
More from Brutes Livers than their own do 
know, 


F, Are rather to be bemd than hearkned'to. 


DW2:s The fo cdebrated Art of Divination 
amongſt the Tſcans, took its Beginning 


thus: A Labourer ſtriking deep wank is Cul-, 
ter. 
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oE. my Afﬀairs by 
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- oer Taco > the Farth.; ſaw the Demy-God * Ta- * Indigine , 
| gee 'rb aſcend” with'an Tnfaritine Aſpe&, but Y 
" endned with a mature: and” Senile Wiſdom. prima Hee 
omar the Rumour of which, all the People 77/7: 
- Tan'to ſee the ſight, by whom his Words and rem 
; Science, containing. {5 Principles and means 
-to-attain' to. this Art, were recorded, ' and 01id.Mera. - 


dixere Ta- 
gem, qui 


Furos, 


kept for many Ages. A Birth, ſable to its + 15+ 


Progreſs I for my part: Id { 'r reo- 


idle and' vain Dreams.” And tndeed, +» 


3 in all Republicks, a good ſhare of the Go- 
 vernment has ever beert referr'd to chance. ., 
Plats, in the; civil Regiment that he models 


according | to: his:own' Fancy, -leaves the De- 


_cifion: of ſeveral things of very great Impor- 


tance wholly to it, and will, amongſt other 


things, that ſach Marriages as he reputes legi-- 


timate and good, be appointed by Lot, and 
attribufing -ſo great Vertue, and adding fo) 


_ great a Priviledge-to this accidental choice, 


as to ordaith the'Children begot in ſuch Wed- 
lock to be brought up 1n the Country, and 
thoſe begot in any other to be thruſt out 'as 
ſpatjous and baſe; yet ſo, that if any of thoſe 
Exiles, notwithſtanding, ſhould peradventure 


' 1m growing up give any early hopes of future 


Vertne, they were in a Capacity of being re- 
call'd, as thoſe alſo who had been retain'd 
were of being exil'd in caſe they gave little 
ExpeQation of themſelves in their greener 
Years. I ſee ſome who are mightily givento 

| F IJ Stly , 


oY It 


cut gen- 
caſus 
aperire fu- 


7h 


1 


'', ut 


"| wade, ts CEE: npon- 


2 


. nagks, and'prodygce them for Authortty « whe 


' anything. has fall'n out pat: though-1 It" 7 , 


hardly poſſible, but that theſe well-Wiſhay 
'to the M fo much; aſt 


ſometimes ſtumble ice ſome Truths amongſt: 
an infinite Number of Lies,' :Q»js eff: em; 
ro qui totum diem jaculans. now aliquands. comtis; 
= Tic de Di- zeet? For who ſhoots all-day: at Buts: that; 
does not ſometimes hit the. White > I ehink: 
. never the. better of them-for ſome accidental: 
| Hits. There would be more certainty in it if 
, there were a Rule-and a Truth of always bys. 
Ip city 1 3 args _ Body | records their Flim.! 

J falſe Propnoſticks; | foraſmu a; 
= — infinite and common 3 but: if they 


chop upon one Truth,: that carries a m 


Report, as being. rare, incredible, and 4 IT 
digious. So o Diogenes, ſarnam'd the Atbef | 


anſwer'd him 1n_ Semathrace, who thewi 
him in the Temple the ſeveral Offerings: 


Stories, in Painting, of thoſe who had eſcap 4 
Shipwrack, ſaid ro him, Leok-yor (ſaid he) 


you who think. tht Gods have na care of hizwane 


things, what do . you ſay by: ſo. many. Perſans.' 


| preſer#d from Death by their eſpecial Favour # 
Why, I ſay, (anſwer'd he) that their Pit#nres 


are not here who were caſt away, which were © 


by mich the greater number. Cicero obſerves, 
thar of all the Philoſophers who have | ac- 


knowledg'd a Deity, Xenophanes only hasen- 
: deavourd to eradicate all manner of Divina« ' 
tion : 


es Eſſays, 


. 
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” Fopperics...I wiſh I had given any thing, 
"that T had with my own Eyes ſeen thoſe two 
= F at Rarities, the Book of Joaching the Ca- 
- Jabrian Abbot, which foretold all the future 
" Papes, their Names, and Figures 3 and that 
| of the Emperour Leo, which prophecied of 
- all the Emperours and Patriarchs of Greece. 
- This I have been an Eye-witneſs of, that. in 
- publick. Confuſions, men aſtoniſh'd at 'their 
- Forfune, have abandoned their own Reafon 
ſuperſtitiouſly to ſeek out in the Stars the an- 
cient Cauſes and Menaces of their preſent 
- miſkiaps, and in my time have been ſo ſtrange- 
Jy ſucceſsful in it, as to make men believe, 
thAt this Study, being proper to fix and ſettle 


en any thing versd in this knack of unfold- 
Ing and untying Riddles, are capable in any 
ſort of Writing, to find out what they de- 
fire. But above all, that which gives them 
- the greateſt Room to play in, is the obſcure, 
ambiguous, and fantaſtick Gibberiſh of their 
prophetick Canting, where their Authors de- 
liver nothing of clear Senſe, but ſhroud all 
in Riddle, to the end that Poſterity may in- 
terpret, and apply it according to their own 
Fancy. Socrates his Demon, or Familiar, 
might perhaps be no other but a certain Im- 
pullion of the Will, which obtruded it felt 
JOE. F 4 upon 


Wonder "* if 


piercing and volatile Wits, thoſe who. have. 
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_ as his was, and fo prepard: by! a contin 


rs, 


exerciſe of Wiſdom and Virtue, tis tobe ej 
Por'Gs thoſe -Inclinations of his, f TY 
en 


tant, and worthy to be follow'd. Every" ons 
x) finds in himſelf ſome Image of ſuch' Apgitatin 
' ons, of a prowpt, vehement, and | — toug? 
Opinion. *Tis I that am to allow them ſomyg# 
Authority, who attribute ſo little to-our own! 


Prudence, and who alſo my ſelf have had? 
. ſome, weak in Reaſon, but - violent in Peri 
ſwaſton and Diſſwaſion, (which were moſt” 
frequent with Socrates ) by which I have ſafts! 
fer'd my RRIf to be carried away ſo foetunates?: 
Iy, and ſo much to my own Advantage, that. | 
th might have been judg'd to have had” 
- » ſomething in them of a Divine Jnſpiration, '/ 


x 


CHAP. X11, 7 4: 
Of Conſtancy.. 


Te of'; "HE Law of Reſolution and Conſtancy 


| docs not imply, that we ought not, 
as.much as in us lies, to_decline, = to ſe- 
cure our ſelves from the Miſchiefs and Incon- : 
veniencies that threaten us ; nor canſequent-. 
ly, that we ſhall not fear leſt they ſhould 
.lurprize us : on the contrary, all decent and 
| EE hoe 
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hom Harms,” 'are not only” permitted,” buy 
Lxoreover: commendable, © andthe Buſineſs 
CofiConſtancy chiefly is, bravely'to' ſtand to, 
Fand-ſtourly to Taffer thoſe Inconveniences 
avhich are [not otherwiſe poſlibly to beavoid- 
"ed; There is: no' motion of Body, nor any 
F 2vuard/in the handling of Arms, how irregy- 
JF Jar or ungraceful ſoever, that we diſlike or 
WM condemn; if they ſerve to deceive or to de- 
| fend the Blow that is made againſt us; inſo- 
- much, that ſeveral very warlike Nations have 
made-uſe+ of a retiring: and: flying away 'of 
Fight, as a thing of Gngular Advantage, and 
by-fo doing have-made their Backs more 'dan- 
gerous than-their Faces to their Enemies. Of 
| which kind of Fighting, the Twrks yet retain 
ſomething -in their Praftice- of Arms to this 

days and Socrates, in Plato, langhs at Laches, 

who had defin'd Fortitude tobe a ſtanding 

firm-1n their Ranks againſt the Enemy : What . 
(lays he) world it then be a reputed Cowardize | © 
to overcome them by giving Ground e 'urging 

at the ſame time 'the Authority of Homer, 
who commends /Ereas for his Skill in run- 

ning away. And whereas Laches, conſidering 

better on't, juſtifies his firſt Argument upon 

* the Practice of the Scythians, and 1n general 
all Cavalry whatever, he again attacks him 
with the Example of the Latedemoniar Foot, 

(a-Nation of all other the moſt obſtinate in 

maintaining their Ground) who in = the 

| | attel 
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uppoling they: fled, they might break, "ai 
difunite that vaſt Body of Men inthe: Fun 
ſuit, and by that Stratagem obtain'd the View 
| Qory. As for. the Scythiavs, 'tis:faid of them 
that-when Darizs went his Expedition:to ſubs. 
due them, he ſent, by an Herald, highly wt 
roach their K1 at he always retir db: 

bre him, and -declin'd a Battelz ro which nl 


oathyrſes (for that was his Name) return: 
wer, T het it was not for fear of him,-or-ef 
any Man living, that be did ſo, but that # mit 

the way of Marching in prafice with his Nati 

on; who had neither till d Fields, Cities, may 

Houſes to defend, or to fear the! Enemy ſhonld 

muke any Advantage of : but that if he had ſud 

4 Stomach to fight, let him but come to wiew 

their ancient place of Sepulture, and there ly. 

| ſhould have his Fill. Nevertheleſs, as to: what! 
Az » x) concerns Cannon Shot, when a Body of Met) 
are drawn up in the Face of a Train of Axtik! 

Tery, as the Occaſion. of War does; often: re- 

quire, 'tis unhandſome- to quit their Poſt to 


avoid the” Danper, and a fooliſh . thing to: 
boot, Ach as by reaſon of its Violence 
and Switftneſs we account it inevitable, and 
many a one, by ducking, ſtepping aſide, and 
ſuch other motions of Fear, has been ſuffici- 

» ently laughd at by his Companions. - And 
yet in the Expedition that the Tom | 
arles 
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F | - $a be had ns his ER, was 
-ceiy'd- by the [Seigneurs de: = : 
 Seveſobal of Agerors,, who were walking up- *® 
. ON the” Theatre Aux arenes 5 who having , , 
p; him tor 'the Sieur de Vikers, Commi - wherepub- 
Ny fry of the-Artillery, be traversd a Culverine gone 
nY {> admirable well and levell'd it fo exafly Fencing —_ 
og: im, that had: not the Marquis, Gf. were 
il ER given: to- it, {lip'd aſide; jeg Np 
ot ly, concluded, the- Shot had taken him +5 
fall in'the-Body. And'in like manner; fome © 
\ Years before, | Lorenze de Medici, Duke of 
' Urbin, and Father to/the Queen-Mother: of 
| Frqness Jaying Siege to: Mondolpho, a Place 
in the Tertitories of the V7cariat in 1taly, fee. 
-the -Cannoneer give Fire to a Piece that 
pointed diretly againſt him, it was well for 
| him that he Tacks for otherwiſe, the Shot; 
that- only -raz'd the top of his Head, had 
doubtleſs bit him full in the Breaſt. To ſay 
truth,' Ido not think-that theſe Evaſions-are 
-perfarny'd upon the account of Judgment; for 
how i any Man living able to judge: of high 
or low Aim on ſo ſudden an Occaſion? And 
it is much more eaſlie to believe, that Fortune - 
favourd their Apprebenfion, and that it 
might be a means at another time, as well to 
make them ſtep into the danger, as to _ 
them 


Wo 9. A” them ws zi it. Forin iN Lown'pe pare E ol 
T A þ iS f; I cannot forbear farting whenTthe: Aitth 
© quebuze === in my on4 
: "ns ina. Place where T- roger 
expett it; which Thave alſo obſery'd in other, 
braver Fellows than I; neither do'the Stoicks 
| pretend, > the Soul of their Philofopt > | 
be proo f againſt the firſt Viſions and 
Fantaſies that ſurprize him; but as a naturdl 
; Subje&; conſent that he ſhould tremble at'the 
terrible noiſe of Thunder, or-the-ſudden Clat- 
ter:of ſome falling Ruine, and be affrighted! 
© even to' Paleneſs/'and' Convulſton. '! JAnd fs 
ari)ne in other Paſſions, provided 'a Man's Judge! 
ment remain ſound: and entire; and: that the: 
Scite' of his Reaſon ſuffers no Concuſfion no. 
Alteration,  and'that the yields no-conſent tg 
his Fright and Diſcompoſure. ': To: him who' 
x) , 1s not a Philoſopher, a Fright is' the ſame in” 
' thefirlit part of it, but quite another thin nt 
the ſecond ; for: the Impreſſion. of- Paffions: 
does not remain only ſuperficially in him, but” 
penetrates further, even to the very Seart/:of. 
Reaſon, and ſo, as to infect and to: corrupt: 
- it. He judges according to his Fear, 'and-con-" 
firms his Makin to it. But in'this Verſe 
you may ſee the true State of the wite Stoick 
learnedly and plainly expreſs: a7 


B7re. Ah 
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ig >. The wiſe Peripatetick is not bimſelf total- 
vi ly free from perturbations of Mind, but he 
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be EF CHAP. XIIL 


| The Ceremony of the Interview of Princes. - 


=" 44 Spc is no Subje& ſo frivolous, that does 
8 A not merit a Place in this Rapſody.  Ac- 
- cording to' the common Rule of Civility, it 
-would be a kind of an Affront to an Equal, 
- and much more to a Superiour, to fail of be- 
10g at home, when he has given you notice 
- -he will come to viſit you. Nay, Queen 
' 'Margaret of Navarr further adds,that it would 
be a'Rudeneſs in a Gentleman to go out to - 
'meet any that is coming to ſee him, let him 
be of what condition ſoever 3 and that -1t is 
more: reſpective, and more civil to ſtay at 
home to. receive him, if only upon the ag 
count of miſling ofhim by the way, and thaf 
45 enough to receive him at the door, and to a 
wait upon him to his Chamber. For my , 7 x3 
part, who as-much as I can endeavour to re- 
duce: the- Ceremonies of my Houſe, I very 
often forget both the one and the other of 
theſe vain Offices, and peradventure ſomeone 
£24 | may 


"ing heart to = 44 


c: is mch x 7 offend him once, thanm 7 | 


ih {ve JE we BE: _a_perpe 
end do ue 0 


fame, or a greater trouble, home to our ow 


c "k DI Private houſes 2 It is alſo a common Am 


8) 


2) 


1 all Aſſemblies, that thoſe of leſs quality are 
to be firſt upon the. Place, by reafon hack q 
1s & State more:dne'to the better Sort tomake' 
others wait and expe them. Nevertheleſs, 
the Interview betwixt Pope Clement and. Ritth 
Francis at Marſelles, t the King, after he . 
in bis'own Perfon taken order in the 
fary Preparations for his tion and k by 
tertainment, withdrew out of the Town, = 
gave the Pope two: or three dayes reſpite for 
bis Entry, and wherain to. repoſe and refreſh; 
bimſelf before he came to him; And m like 


manner, at-the Aſtignation of the Pope 1 
the Etmperour at Bologzia, _ the pore 


e the Vope leave to come thither firlt,” 
Ss came himſclf after; for which, the reaſon 


then given was this 3 that at all the Inter- 
views of fuch Princes, the greater ought to. 
be firſt at the appointed Place, eſpe clally be- 
; fore the other, in whoſe Ferritchies the In- 


 terview 18 appointed to be, intima ting there- 


by a kind of deference to. the other, it ap- 
pearing' proper for the leſs to ſeek out; and 
to PPIy themſelves to the greater, and wy 

tne 


"the 1 BE tha Not every vn ON- » 

, b xr every City, and ſo much as every $o- 
ciet (yn their particular Forms of Civllity, 

al 'F here. was careenough taken 1 in my Educa- 

Fe [Hon 3, and I have livd in good Company IH 

;@ coor ugh to. know the. ties of our own L 

ation, and am able*tOWve Leſſon in it; 1 y. "A 

. Jo &alfo to follow them... but nat to be fo 1 CSI "I 

: F= ely tyed to their obſervation, that my 2 

'w he Life ſhould be enſlay'd to Ceremony ; 

of which there are ſome, that provided a man 

_ omits them out of Diſcretion, and not for 

bp want of Breeding, it will be every whit as 

' handſom. I have ſeen fome Peopl 

-þ troubleſome in their 

= 10ug ſe Excefles. excepted, - * -*: 

E the Eels of Courtcfie and good Man- , 

' ners is a very neceffary ſtudy, It is, like D) 

' Grace and Beauty, that which begets liking liking 

* and an inclination to love one another at the 

firſt fight, and in the beginning of an Ac- 


; | quaintance and Familiarity 3 = confequent= 
3 tb, that which firſt opens the oor, and 11- 
Y tromits us to. our ſelves by the-Exam- 

ple of others, if there be any-thing in their 


Ny worth taking notice of. . 
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r Alour has! its bounds, ;as. well as.othe: 
 V-  Vertues,which once tranſgrelsd;thena} 
ſtep is into:the Territories of Vice, ſo that by? 
having too large a Proportion of this Heroj 4 
Vertue, unleſs.a man be very perfed& in its | 
mits, which upon the Confines are very hard MF - 


"$$ 
"0 
- "Is 


ef 


— to diſcern, he may very eaſily ,unawares run 


+ into Temerity, Obſtinacy, and Folly. From 
» 7 if ox; this conſideration it is,. that-we have;deriv'd: 
b.- the: Cultom 1n times. ar, to puniſh. even; 
_*... with Death thoſe who are obſtinate to0.de«: 
© fend a Placethat is not tenable by the Rules! 
X) of War.  In,which caſe, if there 'were not; 
ſome Examples made, men would be ſo cons! 
fident upon the hopes of Impunity, that not. 
a Hen-rooſt but would refilt,and ſtop a Roy-1 


al. Arqy. . The Conſtable Mo»ſrewr de-Moms: 
#zorency, having. at. the-Stege; of Pavie.beent” 
. order'd to paſs the Teſine, and to take up his 


Quarters in the Fauxbourg St. Antonie, being” 

| bindred fo to. do by a Tower that was at the. 

end of the Bridge, which was ſo impudent as” 

to endure a Battery, hang'd every man he | 

- found within it for their labour. And again 

lince, accompanying the Darxlphiz in his Ty | 
ped 


yy 


Chap. 14. . Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſays, $1 | 
Epedition- beyond the Alps, and taking the Ca+ 
tle of Vilane by Afault, and all within it 


being put to the Sword, the Governour and 


4 


HS his Enſign only excepted, he causd them both. 
tobe truſsd up for the ſame reaſon 3 as alſo 
did Captain Martin du Bellay, then Goyer- 
”nour of Tzriz, the Governour of St, Bony, in 
"the ſame Country, all his People being cut in 
- pieces-at the taking of the Place, . But foraſ- 

" much. as the Strength or Weakneſs of a For- 
[-treſs 1s always meaſur'd by the Eſtimate and 
| @ounterpoiſe of the Forces that attack it (for 

g a Man might reaſonably enough deſpiſe two 
- Culverines, that would be a Mad-man' to 
* abide a. Battery of thirty pieces of Cannon) 

' where alſo the Greatneſs of the Prince who is 
| Maſter of the Field, his Reputation, and the .: 
Reſpett that is due unto; him, is always put 
* Into. the: Ballance, 'tis dangerous to affront 
ſuch an Enemy: and beſides, by compelling 
him to force you, you poſleſs him-with fo 
great an. Opinion of himſelf and his Power, 
that thinking it unreaſonable any Place ſhould 
dare to ſhut their Gates againſt his victorious 
Army, he puts all to the Sword, where he 
meets with any Oppoſition, whilſt his For- 
tune continues; as is very. plain in the fierce 
and arrogant Forms of ſummoning Towns, 
and denouncing War, favouring ſo much of 
Barbarian Pride and Inſolence in uſe amongſt 
the Oriental. Princes, and which their | Suc- 
- ceffors 16 4his day do yet retain and Prochct 
Y | G n 
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And even in chit renbic Part of the woal 
where the Portugueſe ſabdited the pt 
they found ſome States where' it was an unj-! 


verfal and inviolable Law amongſtthem, that ; 


every Enerny, 9vercome, by the King in ' Per. 


fon, or by his repreſctitative Lieutenant, was! 
| Gtit of Compoſitioh both of Ranſome and: 
Mercy. So that above all things, a Man 


ſhould take heed of falling into the hands of | 


a Judge who 15 an Enemy and victorious. þ 
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CHAP. XV. 
Of the Puniſhment of Comardize. 


Otice heard of aPrince,and a great Captain, | 
ven him as he fat 


a Nartatioti 
Je of the Proc 


havins 


at 


Ju 


in 1s; whereas: itt the former it ſeems as if 


we might produce the Tame Nature, who left. | 


us in fuch-a ſlate of Imperfeftion, and defect 


| ing againſt Monſieur; 

ae Virwins: who was Tees to Death for : 
— ſarrendred Buler to the Engliſh, 
7 maintain'd, that a Souldier-coild- not * 
put to Death for his watt of Coue! 
ge And, in truth, a Man ſhould make nake a / 
great Difference berwixt Faults that that merely. 
proceed from Tnfirmity, and thoſe that are. 
$a bly the EtfeCts of Trachery and- Malice : * 
for in the laſt they will fully a& againſt the. 
Rules of Reaſon, that Nature has imprinted 


of 


T7, <a n r< - 
» or te dE ; 
v BY : 
, i Ny 


& A ap.15. Seigneur de Mantaigne's Eſſays: 83 
5 of Courage for our juſtification. Inſomuch, <zz.< Ex: 


3. 


' that matily have thought we are not juſtly 
" que ionabe for any thing but what we com- 
- mit againſt the Light of our own Conlcience; 
' And it is partly upon this Rule, that thoſe =) 


- pround their Opinion, who diſapprove of Ca- 
ET and Sanguinary Puniſhments inflicted 
' upon Hereticks and Miſcreants 3 and theirs al- 
fo, who hold that an Advocate or aJudge are” . 
"MW not accountable for having 1gnorantly fail'd «- 
*Y in their Adminiſtration. But as to Cowar: o=RucTwyp : 
B Qize; it is rhoſt certain, that the moſt uſ- 
al way of chaſtiſing that is by Ignominy and 
.Diſgtace 3 and it 1s_ſupposd that this Pra- = Xx) 
Tice .was firſt brought ito uſe by the Le- 
piſlator Cherondas 3 and that before his time 
- the Laws of Greece pumiſh'd thoſe with Death 
rk Hed from a Battel 5 whereas he ordain'd 
S only. that they ſhould be three days exposd 
& Wi: ts publick Place drefsd in Wotnens At- ; 
F tire, hoping yer for ſome Service from them, 
BW having awak'd their Courage by this open 
"BY Shame; Suffindere malis hominis ſanguinemt 


75; longorls chooſing rather to, bring the 
lood into their Cheeks than to let 1t out of 
their 'Bodies. It appears alſo, that the Ro- Xx) 
_ #i4n Laws did anciently puniſh thoſe with 

Death who had run away : for Ammianus 


 Mareellinus ſays, that the Emperour Juli4:: 

*Cortimatided ten of his Souldiers, who had 

tirff'd theit Backs in an Encounter againſt 
tlis Parthient, to be firſt degraded, and af- + 
CES G' 2 terwards 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Efſzys. Book Þ 
 . terwards put to death, according (ſays, he) 
to the ancient Laws, and yet el{e-where, for! 
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the like Offence, he only condemns others to 


remain amongſt the Priſoners under the Bag-YF 


' gage Enſign. The puniſhment the People of! 
| bo inflicted upon thoſe who fled from the: 
Battle of Canxe, and thoſe who run away 
with Cneizs Fulvizs, at his Defeat, did not | 
extend to death. And yet methinks Men: 
ſhould conſider. what they do in ſuch Cafe, 


left diſgrace ſhould make ſuch Delinquents M 
deſperate, and not only faint Friends, but 


Implacable - and. mortal Enemies. Of late” 


memory, the Seigneur de Franget, Lieute- 


nant to the Mareſchal de Chattzlion's Compa- 
ny, having by the Mareſchal de Chabarer 
put in Governour of Fortarabze, in the 
Place of Monſieur de Lixde, and having fſur- 
' Tender'd it to the Spaniard, he was for that 
condemn'd to be degraded from all Nobility, ; 
and both himſelf and his Poſterity declard' 
itgnoble,' taxable, and for. ever incapable of 
bearing Arms'; which ſevere Sentence was 
afterwards accordingly executed” at. Lions: ' 
and fince that, all the Gentlemen who were 


in. Gxiſe when Count Naſſau enter'd into it. 


underwent the ſame Puniſhment, as ſeveral 
others have done ſince for the like Offence. 
Notwithſtanding, in caſe of ſuch a manifeſt 


Ignorance or Cowardize as exceeds all other., 


ordinary Example, *'tis but reaſon to take it 
for a ſufficient Proof of Treachery and Ma- 
: | lice, 
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e) FF lice, and for ſuch it ought to be cenſur'd_ 
or” and puniſhd, 


F o 
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CHAP. XVI. 
A Proceeding of ſome Ambaſſadours. 


FT Obſerve in all my Travels this Cuſtom, , Oc 4p." 
- | ever to learn ſomething from the Tnforma- 

3 W tion of thoſe with whom I confer (which is 

t WF the beſt School of all other) and to put m 

© Company upon thoſe SubjeGs they .are the 

» WH beſt able to ſpeak of: / - | 


* 8 Baſti al nocchiero ragionar de venti 
ſ | 2 rrfte, Na- 
\ A! bifolco de j Torj, & le ſue Piaghe A : 
BB Contj'l guerrier, conti 1 Paſtor glj armenti, _— 1 
'B The Sca-men beſt can reaſon of the Winds, —_ $f 
' Of Oxen none fo well as Jabring Hinds; = mire 
BN | The huffing Souldier beſt of Wounds and 715%, 

And gentler Shepheards of their harmleſs 

Flocks. Es 


' For it often falls out, that, on the contrary, %ps5 <<" ? 
every one will rather chooſe to be prating of 
another Man's Province than his own, think- 
ing it fo much new Reputation acquir'd; wit- 
neſs the Jeer Archidamxs put upon Parian- X) 
ter, That he had quitted the Glory of being an 
excellent Phyſician to gain the Repute of a very 

G 3 bad 
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* never cut out for a Poet. A | 
the long Robe being not long fince brought. 
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bad Poet. And do but obſ 


to ſeea Study farniſh'd with all ſorts of Books, 


both of his own and all other Faculties, took, 
no occaſion at all to entertain himſelf with - 
any of them, but fell very rudely and imper- 


tinently to deſcant upon a Barricado plac'd 


before the Study-door, a thing that a hun- | 
dred Captains and common Souldiers ſee eve- 


ry day without taking any notice or offence, 
Optat ephippia bos piger, optat arare caballys. 


The lazy Oxe would Saddle have and Bit, 
The Steed a Yoke, neither for either fit. 


By this courſe a Man ſhall never improve 
himſelf, nor arrive at any PerfeQion in any 


__- thing. 
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A Gentleman of | 


Chap: 16.  Seigenr de Montaigne's Eſſays, 

| thing. "He muſt therefore make it his Buſi- 
FF nels, always to put the Archite&, the Paint- 
WF &, the Statuary, as alſo every Mechanick Ar- 
tizan, 'upon diſcourſe of their own Capaci- 
| ties, And to this purpoſe, in reading Hiſto- 
' ries, which is every Body's Subjeq, I uſe to 
conlider-what kind of Men are the Authors; 
V which, if Perſons that profeſs nothing but 
T mcreLearning, I, in and from them principal- 
ly obſerve and learn the Stile and Language 3 
1 
! 


* W if Phyſicians, I upon that account the rather 
BY incline to credit what they report of the 
BW Temperature of the Air, of the Health and 
KF Complexions of Princes, of Wounds, and 
Diſeaſes ; if Lawyers, we are from them to 

| take notice of the Controverſies of Right and 
Title, the Eſtabliſhment of Laws and Civil 
Government, and the like; if Divines, the 
Afﬀairs of the Church, Ecclefiaſtical Cenfſures, 
Matriages and Diſpenſations; if Courtiers, 
Manners and Ceremonies z if Souldiers, the 
things that properly belong to their Trade, 

and principally the Accounts of ſuch Actions 

and Enterprizes wherein they were perſonal- 

ly engaged ; and if Ambaſſadours, we are to 
obſerve their Negotiations, Intelligences, and 

* Praftices,; and the Manner how they are to 


87 


Arc <or. 


be carried on. And this is the reaſon why * 


(which perhaps I ſhould have lightly paſs'd 
.over 1n another) I dwelt upon and maturely 
_  confliderd one Paſlage in the Hiſtory writ by 
Monſieur de Larngey (a Man of very great 
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tin things of :that nature?) wh 
was, after having given a Narrative of the 
fine Oration Charles the Fifth had made in! 
the Confiſtory at Rove, and in the PrelencelF. 
| of the Biſhop of Maſcor. and Monficur deW * 
Velky cur Ambaſſadours there, wherein he had 
mixed ſeveral tart and injurious Expreſſions 
to the Diſhonour of our Nation ; and amongſt 
the reſt, That if his Captains and Souldiers, 
were not Men of another kind of Fidelity, Re-: 
ſolution, and ſufficiency in the Knowledge of 
Arms, than thoſe of the. King, he would ins 
erediately go with a Rope about his Neck and iſ 
ſueto him for Mercy, (and it ſhould ſeem the 
Emperour had really this, or a very little bet- 
ter Opinion of our military Men,. for he af-" 
terward, twice or thrice in his Life, faid the M 
very ſame thing) as alſo, that he challenged M 
the King to fight him in his Shirt with Rapi- MW. 
er and Poigniard in a Boat : the ſaid Szeur de M 
£2gey purſuing his Hiſtory, adds, that the WM. 
forenamud Ambaſladours, ſending a Diſpatch | 
to the King of theſe things, conceal'd-the' Wl ' 
[- + greateſt. part, and particularly the two laſt 
lt Paſſages. At which I could not but wonder, 
that it ſhould be in the Power of an Ambaſl- : 
ſadour to difpence with any thing which he” 
ought to {ignifie' to his Maſter, eſpecially of. 
{o great Importance as this, coming from the 
Mouth of ſuch a Perſon, and ſpoke in ſo 
great an Aſſembly; and ſhould rather con- 
ceive it had been the Servant's Duty —_ | 
6 x Y $ 
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ty to have repreſented to him the whole and 
Lnaked Fruth as it paſt,. to the end, that the 
FLiberty of diſpoſing, judging, and- conclu- 
ding, might abſolutely have remain'd in him: 
for cither to.conceal, or to diſguiſe the Truth 
"for fear he ſhould take it otherwiſe than he 
' ought to do, and leſt it ſhould prompt him 
to:ſome extravagant Reſolution, and in the 
mean time to leave him ignorant ofhis Afﬀairs, 
e-M ſhould ſeem, methinks, rather to belong to 

WW bim who is to give the Law, than to him 
*W who is only to receive it; to him who is in 
"ſupream Command, and beſt can judge of his 
own Intereſts, and not to him who ought to 
look upon himſelf as inferiour in Authority, 
fo alſo in Prudence and good Counſel: but 
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| loth to be ſo ſervd in my little Concerns. 


'W mand upon any Pretence whatever, and are 
BW. fo ready to uſurp upon Dominion, and every 
- one does ſo naturally aſpire to Liberty and 

; Power, that no Utility whatever deriv'd from 

the Wit or Valour of thoſe he does employ, 
ought to be ſo dear to a Superiour, as a 
down-right and ſincere Obedience. To obey 
more upon the Account of. Underſtanding 
than of SubjeCtion, 1s to corrupt the Office, 

and to ſubvert rhe Power of Command ; in- 

- fomuch that P. Craſſus, the ſame whom the 
Romans reputed five times happy, at the time 
When he was Conſvl in Aſia, having ſent to 

f a Greek 
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Jet it be how it will, I for my Part would be. 


We do fo willingly (lip the Collar of Com- « «PF 


x) 4 we may on the other 
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incer to cauſe the greater of twall- 
Maſts of Ships that he had taken notice of WY 
Athens, to be brought to him, to be empl vill 
ed about ſome Engine of Battery he had'z 
 defign to make; the other, preſuming upon} 
his own Science, and ſufficiency in thoſe Af 
fairs, Fong fit to do otherwiſe than di. 
rected, and to bring the leſs; which alſo, ac- 
cording to the Rules of Art, was really more. 
proper for the uſe to which it was defignd; 
but Craſſus, though he gave ear to his Rea F- 
ſons with great Patience, would not how- 
ever take them, how ſound or — 
ſoever, for current Pay, but yet remained fo 
bighly offended at his Diſobedience, that he | 
caus'd him to. be ſufficiently whip'd for his. 
Pains, valuing the Intereſt of Diſcipline much } 
more than of the thing. Notwithſtanding, | 
Ze conſider, that fo 
preciſe and implicite an Obedience as this, is, 
only due to. poſitive and limited Commands. | 


4, £5) The Employment of an Ambaſladour is never 


ſo coatm'd; feveral things in-the manage- 
ment of Afﬀairs, and in the various and un- 
foreſeen Occurrences and Accidents that may 
fall out in the Management of a Negotiation 
of this nature, being wholly referr'd- to the 
abſolute Soyereignty of their own Condud : 
neither do they ſimply execute only. but al- 
fo to their own Diſcretion and Wiſdom form -. 
and model their Maſter's Pleaſure; and I have: 
X) in my time. known Men of Command who 


have 
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oY haye been check'd for having rather 

"MY the expreſs Words of the King's Letters, than 
- the neceſſity of the Afﬀairs they. had in hand. 
8 Men of Underſtanding do. | 


= & condemn the Cuſtom of the Kipgs erſia, 
[ .to give their Lieutenants and Agents fq little 
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ing rather obeyed 
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this day 


Rein, that upon the leaſt ariſing Difficulties 


'& they muſt evermore have Recourlſe to their, 
' further Commands this delay in fo vaſt an 
extent of Dominion having often very much 
. prejudic'd their Affairs. And Craſſ#s, writing * 


to a man whoſe Profeſſion it was beſt to un- 


'F derſtand thofe things, and pre-acquainting 


him to what uſe this Maſt was defign'd, did 
he not ſeem to conſult his Advice, and in a 
manner invite him to interpoſe his better 
Judgment ? 


CHAP. XVIL 
Of Fear. 


S © 


X) 4 +2 


Obſtupni, fteteruntque come & vox faucibus Virg. Ain 


beſt. 


[ wasamazd, ſtruck Speechleſs, and my Hair 
On end upon my Head did wildly ſtare. 


Am not ſo good a Naturaliſt as to diſcern * 
| by what ſecret Springs Fear has its moti- 
on_in us; but I am wiſe enough to know, 


that it is a firopg Paſſion, and ſuch a nn 
E | that 


þ. 2s 


8.51" 


ever that ſooner 


« during the Fit. I omit the Vulgar ſort, ts 


| Shrowds, another while Hob-Goblins, Spe- 
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Telf have ſeen very many become frantick tho V 
rough Fear 3 and_even in thoſe of the beth 
ſetled Temper, it -is moſt certain, that it be 

' gets a terrible Aſtoniſhment and Co nfuſion 
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whom it one while repreſents their Great iſ 
Grandfires, riſen out of their Graves in their 


 Fers, and Chimera's: but even amongſt Saul 
diers (a fort of men qver whom, of all 
others, it ought to have the leaſt Power) how i 
often has it converted Flocks of Sheep into 
armed Squadrons, Reeds and Bull-ruſhes in-: 
to Pikes and Launces, Friends into Enemies, ! 
and the French White into the Red Crofles 
of Spain! When Monſieur de Bourbon took 
the City of Rowe, an Enſign who was upon 
the Guard at the Bourg S#. Pierre, was ſeizd 
with ſuch a Fright upon the firſt Alarm, that 
he threw himſelf out at a Breach with hig. 
Colours upon his Shoulder, and ran direaly 
upon the Enemy, thinking he had retreated: 
toward the inward Defences of the City, and” 
with much ado, ſeeing Monſtewr. de Bourbon's 
People, who thought it hacy been a Sally up- 
on them, draw up to receive him, at laſt came ! 
to himſelf, and faw his Error ; and then fa- 
cing about, he retreated full fpeed thorough 
the ſame Breach by which he had gone _ 
ut 
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it not till he had firſt blindly advanc'd 
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$& above three hindred Paces into the open 
+ Field, It did -not however fall out ſo well 
& & with Captain J»/;zs his Enſign at the time 
18 when St. Paul was taken Hom us by the 
FF Count de Byures and Monſieur d# Rex, for 
he, being fo aſtoniſh'd with Fear, as to throw 
himſelf and his Fellows out at a Skyt-gate, 
was immediately. cut to pieces by the Enemy; 


| and in the ſame Siege it was a very memora- « x) 
| ble Fear, that ſo ſciz'd, contradted, and froze 
- up the Heart of a young Gentleman, that he 


ſunk down. ſtone dead in the Breach, with- 
\ out any manner of Wound or Hurt at all. 


The like Madneſs does ſometimes puſh on a 12 75 
whole CET Ee ene of le econ 

ters that Germanicas had with the Germans, 

two great Parties were, ſo amaz'd with Fear, 

that they ran two oppoſite ways, the one and - 

the on to me: ſame place, from which ei _ 
ther of them had fled before. Sometimes it #4 4 
adds Wings to the Heels, as in the two firſt, y « © 
and ſometimes nails them to the Ground, and ; 
fetters them from moving 3 as we read of the 4 
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Emperour Theophilus, who, in a Battel he Z) 
loſt againſt the Agarers, was ſo aſtomiſh'd and 
ſtupified; that he had no Power to fly; 'adeo 
pavor' etiam auxilia formidat, ſo much does guin.cmr. 
Fear dread even the means of Safety; till ſuch + 3: 
time-as Marnel,- one of the principal Com- 
_ manders of his Army, having joggd and 

ſhakd him: fo as to rouze him. out of his 

| Trance, 


F 


"< <1) 


foredeptiv us of all ſenſe both of Duty atidÞ - 
z) Honour. In the firſt pitch'd Battel the Rx-Y- 
| 21s loſt aganſt Hannibal, under the Confil " 
had taker a Fiight, Feing no othet Eſtape fot Y 
ir Cowardize, weiit, and threw themſelvg Þ . 
head-lorig upon the great Battalioh of thi 
Enemies, which alfo with wonderful force and 
"=. flry they chargd thorough and thorough, atid 
ronted -with a very great ſlaughter of the. 


Body often thouſihd Foot, chat 


Semproviae, a 


Carthagitians, by that. means purchaſing at 


ignorhinivus flight at the fatne price they. 


might haye done a _ Vitor 
x) thing in the World 


1d T ath not aha of v 
Fear, and with good: reaſon, that Paſſion a- | 
lone, in the trouble of it, exceeding all other 
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c 
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- Accidents. What Aﬀifion could be greater i 


or more juſt than that bf Powipey's Followers . 
and Friends, who, iti his Ship, were SpeQta-. : 
tors of that - horrid and inhumarie myrther 7: 
Yet ſo it was, that the Feat of the Egypriar 
Veſſels they ſaw coning to board them, pots . 
Tfelsd them with ſo great a Fear, that it is' 
obſerv'd they thought of nothing, but calling 


upon the Mariners to ike haſte; and . by 


force of Oars to eſcape away, till being ar 
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FF henfion of further danger, they then had lei 
98 fare to turn their thoughts to the loſs of their 
FF Captain, and to give vent to thoſe tears and 
Wl nr ntations that the other more prevalent 
*F Paſho 


n had till then ſuſpended. 


id Tum pavor ſapientiam omnen mihi ex animo 
- expeForat. 


| | My Mind with: great and ſudden fear oppreſt, 
"Was, for the time, of Judgment diſpoſleſt. 


- Such as have been well 
- Skirmiſh, may yet, all wounded and bloody 
as they are, be brought on again the next 
day to charge : but ſuch as have once con- 
| ceiv'd a good ſound Fear of the Enemy, will 
' Never be made {o much as to look him 1n the 


their Eſtates, of Baniſhment, or of Slavery, 
'Y ive in perpetual Anguiſh, and loſe all Appe- 
FF tite and Repoſe; whereas ſuch as are actual- 


ly poor, Slaves and Exiles, oft-times live as 
. mernily as Men in a better Condition : and 
ſo many People, who, impatient of the per- 
petual - Alarms of Fear, have hangd and 
drown'd themſelves, give us ſufficiently to 


underſtand, that it is more importunate and 
inſupportable than Death it ſelf. The Greeks 


acknorſedge another kind of Fear exceeding * 


atfy we have ſpoke of yet, a Paſſion that ſur- 


prizes us without any viſible Cauſe, by an im- | 


pulſe 


Face. Such as are in immediate Fear of lofing 
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d at Tyre, and deliver'd from the appre- 


d in- ſome x *) 
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to. ſurprize. their City.. All things. were in! 
ſtrange Diſorder and Fury ; till with Pray- 
ers and Sacnifices they had appeag'd' theif: 
Gods: and this is that they call a Punick! 


P——— 


Terror. 
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C H A P. XVII. 


That Men are not to judge of our Happineſs 
till after Death. | | 


"= 
j 


—— ſcilicet ultima ſemper 7 
74 Me  ExpeBtanda dies homtini eſt, divique beatia, | 
"Ante obitume nemo ſupremaque funera debit 


- Mens laſt days ſtill to be expe&ed are, | 
E're we of them our Judgments do declarez 
Nor can't of any one be rightly ſaid, | 
That he is happy, till he firſt be dead: 


—E/2% T'Very. one is. acquainted with the Story | 
1 — of King Creſws to this purpoſe, who bes 
| ing taken Priſoner by Cyr», and by g's ro 
cran'd: 
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Sy domn'd-to dye, as he was going to Executi- 


ay on, cryd out, O Solor, Solox 1 which bein 
+-Y preſently reported to Cyrus, and' he fnding 
&F- to inquire of him what 1t meant, Creſis gave 
FF him to- underſtand, that he now found the 
nll ' Advertiſement Soloz had formerly given him 
true to his Coſt, which was, That men, however 
Fortune may ſmile upon them, could never 
be ſaid to be happy, till they had been ſeen 
to paſs over the laſt day of their Lives, by 
reaſon of the uncertainty and mutability of 
Humane things, which upon very light and 
trivial occaſions, are ſubje&t to be totally 
changd into a quite contrary condition. And 
therefore it Was, that Agcflege made anſwer 
to-one that wie BYINg, what a happy young 
man the King of Perſia was, to come ſo youn 
'E to ſo mighty a Kingdom 3 *17s true, (ſaid he 
' but neither was Priam unhappy at Þis years, 
| In a ſhort time, of Kings of Macedon, Succel- 
ſors to that mighty Alexander, were made 


Joyners and Scriveners at Rome, of a Tyrant 


of Sicily, a Pedant at Corinth, of a Conque- 
rour of one half of the World, and General 
of ſo many Armies, a miſerable Suppliant to 

- the raſcally Officers of a King of Egypt. So 
much the prolongation of five or fix Months 
of Liſe colt the Great and Noble Pompey ; and 

| Ro ger fince than our Fathers dayes, Lads- 
vico Forza, the tenth Duke of Mz1!lar, whom 
"all Italy had ſo long truckled under, was ſeen 
to dye a es Priſoner at Loches, but 

| H ; not 
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not till he had:livd ten Years in Captivity, 

» which was the worſt part ofhis Fortune. The 

Mary, u. faireſt of all Queens, Widdow to the great; 
of Str eſt King in Exrope, did ſhe not come to dye 
by the hand of an 'Executioner? Unworthy 

and barbarous Cruelty ! and a thouſand more 
Examples there are .of the ſame kind ; for, it 

37. ©; Teems, that as Storms and Tempeſts have a 
*| Malice to the proud, and overtow'ring height 

of our lofty Buildings, there are alſo Spirits 

above: that are envious of the Grandeurs here 

low. 


Lucret.l, . Q)ſgue adeo res humans vis abdita quedam 
Obterit, &* pulcros. Faſces, ſevaſque ſecures 
Proculcare ac ludibrio fibi habere videtur. 


- By which it does appear, a Power unſeen 
Rome's awful Faſces, and her Axes keen 
Sprirns under foot, and plainly does deſpiſe, 
Ofhumane Power the vain Formalities. 


And it ſhould ſeem alſo that Fortune 
ſometimes lies in wait to ſurprize the laſt 
Hour of our Lives, to ſhew the Power ſhe 
has in a Moment to overthrow what ſhe was 


ſo many Years 'in building, making us cry Þ 


Macrob.l.2, out 'with Laberize, Nimirum hac die una plot 
2 wixi, mihi quam vivendum ſuit, 1'have livd 
longer by this one day than T ought to have 
done. And in this Senſe, this good Advice of 
Solon: ray. reaſonably be taken 5 but he being 
a Philoſopher, with which fort of Men the 
30; | Le, Favours 
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J Chipit9. Seignevr de Montaigne's Efeys: 99 


'Fayours and Diſgraces of Fortune ſtand for 
nothing, either to the making a Man - happy 
-or unhappy, and with whom Grandeurs and 
'Powers, Accidents of Quality, are upon the - - , 
Matter indifferent: I am apt to think that he « v3 <<? >0:.7 
had ſome further Aim, and that his meanin | 
was, that the very Felicity of Life it Go 
which depends upon the Tranquillity and 
Contentment of a well-deſcended Spirit; and 
the Reſolution and Aſſurance of a well-or- 
derd Soul, ought Lever 20 be attributed to 
any Man, till he has been ſeen to pla 

e laſt, and doubtleſs the hardeſt a& F bis ; 
Part, becaufe there may be Diſguiſe and Diſ- re.) 
ſimulation 1n all the reſt, where thefe fine 
Philoſophical Diſcourſes are only put on; 
and where Accidents do not touch us to the 
Quick, they give us leiſure to maintain the 
fame ſober Gravity 3 but in this laſt Scene of 
Death, there is no more counterfeiting, we 
muſt ſpeak plain, and muſt diſcover what 
there is of pure and clean in the bottom, 


Nam vere voces tum demum peftore ab imo re. 1.4, 
Ejicinntur, @&- eripitar perſona, manet res, 


Then then at laſt Truth iſſues from the Heart, / EL 


The Vizor's gone, we at our own true part. , 


Wherefore, at this laſt all the other AQions 

of our Life ought to be tryed and ſifted. *'Tis 

the Maſter-day, 'tis the day that is judge of 

all the reſt, 'T# the Day (fays one of the An- 
| Ws cients) 


200 | Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays: Book, | 
| cients) that ought to be judge of all my foregoing 
Tears. : To Death do I refer the Effay of the 


' Fruit of all my Studies. We ſhall then ie 


whether my Diſcourſes came only from my 
Mouth, or from my Heart. I have ſeen ma. 
ny by their Death give a good or an ill Re. 


-pute:to their whole Life. Scipio, the Father. 


 1n-law of Pompey the great, in dying well, 


wip'd away the 1]l Opinion,that till then eve. 


. ry one had conceiv'd of him. Epaminonda 


being ask'd which of the three he had in 

eateſt eſteem, Chabrias, Iphicrates, or him- 
elf; Tou muſt firſt ſee us die (ſaid he ) before 
that Queſtion can be reſolud: and in truth, he 
would infinitely wrong that great Man, who 


would weigh him without the Honour and 
: Grandeur of his End. God Almighty has or- 
.der'd all things as it has- beſt pleasd him: 


manner of abominable living, and the moſt 


.tion 3 and he arriv'd, without compleating 


But I have in my time ſeen three/of the moſt 
execrable Perſons that ever I knew in all 


infamous to boot, who all dyed a very re- 
gular Death, and in all Circumſtances com- 
posd even to Perfe&ion. There are brave, 
and fortunate Deaths. I have ſeen Death cut 
the Thread of the Progreſs of a prodigious 
Advancement, and in the height and Flower 
of its encreaſe of a certain Perſon, with fo 

loriousan end, that in my Opinion his Am- 

irious and generous Deſigns had nothing 
in them ſo high and great as their Interrup- 


his 
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# Gap: 19. '* Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſayt. Tor 


his courſe,at the Place to which his Ambition 
pretended, with greater Glory, than he could 
himſelf either hope or deſire, and anticipated 
by his Fall' the Name and Power to which 
he aſpir'd, by perfeQing his Career. In the 
Judgment I make of another man's Life, I al- 
ways obſerve how he carried himſelf at his 
Des and the principal Concern I have for 
my own. is, that I may dye handſomly, that 
is, patiently; 'and/ without noiſe. way 
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CHAP. XIX. 


| That to fludy Philoſophy, is to learn to dye. 


c 1g 99. 


Tcero ſays, That to ſtudy Philoſoph PT CELLS 


4 thing but to prepare a Man's ſelf to dye. 
The reaſon of which is, becauſe Study and 
Contemplation do_in fome fort withdraw 
from us, and deprive us of our Souls, and 
employ it ſeparately from the Body, which is 
a kind of Learning to dye, and a reſemblance 
of Death'; or elſe becauſe all the Wiſdom and 
reaſoning in the World, does in the end con- 


_ clude 1n this Point, to teach ns not to fear 


to dye. And to fay the Truth, either our 
Reaſon does grolly abuſe us, or it ought to 
have no other Aim but our Contentment on- 
ly,” nor to endeavour any thing but in Sum 
to make us live well, and, as the Holy Scrip- 
ture ſays, at our Eaſe. All the Opinions of 
: H 3 _ the 
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102.  Seigneur de Montaigne's Bfe3-. - Rook ol ht r 

«the: World agree in this, That Pleaſure is ouy 
d, though we make ule of diyers means tg 
attain unto it, they would otherwiſe be.-re- 
d at the firſt motion 3 for. who w 


Seneca oe i "=> Sree? 
Ejil., "Tamm ſolertiſſumas nugas, Let 'us 5kip over 


[ 


thing at which we all aim, even 1n Virtue" 
alt; 1s Pleaſure. It pleaſes me to rattle il 
their Ears this Word, which they ſo nauſeate 
| tochear ; and if it ſignifie ſome ſupream Pleas 
ſure and exceſſive Delight, it is more due tg 
the Aſſiſtance of Vertue, than. to any other 
Afhſtance whatever. This Delight, for bein 
more gay, more finewy, more robuſt, ard 
more manly, is only to be more ſerioufly vo- 
luptuous, and we ought to give it the Name 
of Pleaſure,” as that which is more benign, 
gentle, and natural, and not that of Vigour; 
b from which we” have derivd #: the other 
E more mean and ſenſual part of Pleaſure, if it 
q - could deſerve this fair Name, it ought 'to be 
upon the Account of Concurrence, and __ 


= .,7 


ry 


bl: Clap 19. - Sojgweuy de Montalgne'r Efiys, noz © 
J of Priviledge 3 I find it leſs exempt from Tra 
yerſes and- Inconveniences, than Vertue' it 
ſelf; and befides that, the Enjoyment is mote 
momentary, fluid, and frail; it has its Watch- ' 
ings, Faſts, and Labours, even to Sweat andl 
"Blood 3 and. moreover, has particular to it 
ſelf ſo many ſeveral ſorts of ſharp and wound- 
ing Paſſions, . and ſo ſtupid a 'Saciety attend- 
ing it, as are equal to the ſevereſt Penance. 
i-& And we miſtake to think that Difficulries 
n & ſhould ſerve it for a Spur, and a ſeaſoning to 
-& wits Sweetneſs, as in Nature one Contrary is 
n quickned by another, and to ſay when we 
ef come to Vertue, that like Conſequences and 
| 
| 


Difficulties overwhelm and render it auſtere 
and inaccefiible; whereas, much more aptly 
than in Voluptuouſneſs,* they enable; ſhar- 

n, and heighten the perfe&t and divine 
teaſure they procure us. . He renders him- 
ſelf unworthy of it who will counterpoiſe his 
Expence -with -the Fruit, and does neither 
underſtand the Bleſſing, nor how to ulſe'it. 
Thoſe who Preach to us, that the queſt of it 
1s craggy, difficult, and painful, but the Fru- 
ition pleaſant and grateful, what do they mean 
by that, but to tell us that it 1s always un- 
pleaſing > The moſt perfe& have been forc'd 
to content themſelves to aſpire unto it, and 
to-approach it only without ever pollefling 
it. But they are deceiv'd, and do not take 
notice, - that of all the Pleaſures we know, 
the .very Purſuit 1s pleaſant. The Attempt 
| H 4 EVET 


ever reliſhes of the quality of the thing to: 
which it is direQted, for it is a good part of. 


, and confubſtantial with the Effet. The Fe- 


licity and Beatitude that glitters in Vertue; | 
ſhines throughout all her Apartments and. 


Avenues, even to the firſt Entry, and utmoſt 
Pale and Limits. Now of all the -Benefits 


eexc50) that Vertue confers upon us, the Contempt. 


of Death is one of the greateſt, as the means 
that accommodates Humane Life with a ſoft 
and eafie Tranquillity, and gives us a pure 
and pleaſant Taſte of Living, without which 
all other pleafure would be extin& 53 which 
is the Reaſon why all the Rules by which we 
are to live center and concur 1n this one Arti- 
- cle. Andalthothey all in like manner with one 
conſent endeavour to teach us alſo to deſpiſe 
Grief, Poverty, and the other Accidents ta 
which humane Life, by its own Nature and 
Conſtitution, is ſubjected, it is not neverthe- 
lefs with the ſame Importunity, as well b 


reaſon the fore-named Accidents are not of fo . 


great neceſſity, the greater part of Mankind 


\neane over their whole Lives without ever 


nowing what Poverty is, and ſome without 
Sorrow or Sickneſs; as Xenophilws the Muſi- 
cian, who liv'd a hundred and fix Years in a 
perfe&t and continual Health 3 as alſo -be- 


cauſe, at the worſt, Death can, whenever we 


pleaſe, -cut ſhort, and put an end to all theſe 
Inconvemiences. But as to Death, it 1s in- 
Evitable, 

On: 


_ ERS, * 
nd v7 - £32. 
- nd 
OS & 


Te 
: $3.8 
; 
: er; 
EY 


x I 
"ES 
_—_ 
0 «gh 

* f, 
4 

VP £ 

4 %Z 


"4A 4 FIS1F x : AS s : l p 
$2 I LES 4 
Be - ME e 
id a ve . S ©. 3 
7 19.. vagn de s Eſſays. to5 
\ ry 4 " dad ” 6 7 ; 
. is * 
«* ” * oy 
0 . 


Ommes codem cogimur, onmnittns 
 Verſatur Orna, ſerixs, ocius 
. Sors exitura, & nos in 4ter- * 
um exilium impoſitura Cymbe, 


We all are to one Voyage bound; by turn, 
Sooner or later, all muſt to the Urn: 

When Charon calls aboard we muſt not ſtay,, 
Bat to eternal Exile fail away. -- 


And: conſequently. if it frights us, 'tis a perpe- 
tual Toujens,: 2d for which"thers M fo 
Confolatipn nor Redreſs. There is no way 
by which we can poſhbly avoid it, it com- 
mands all Points of the Compaſs; we may 
continually turn our Heads this way and that, 
and pry about as in a ſuſpeted Country, 


que quaſi ſaxum Tantals ſemper inmpendet, but _ de 


It, like Tantelus ' his Stone, hangs over: us. 


Our Courts of Juſtice ,often ſend back con- 


demn'd Criminals to be executed upon the 
Place where the Fa& was committed ; but 
carry them to all fine Houſes by the way, 
and prepare for them the beſt Entertainment 
you can, | 
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-----728: Sicula Dapes #r-t3- 
Dulcem elaborabunt ſaporem : « | "n 
Non Avium, C ithareque cantus 
Somnum reducent. 
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——— the taſts of ſuch as theſe 
-: Choiceſt S##{rar Dainties cannot pleaſe," 
' Nor yet of Birds, or Harps the Harmonieg I}. 
Once vharm afleep, or cloſe their watchfil Þ a: 


m 

as 

55 -» C(Eyefl c 

do you think they could reliſh it ? and tha tI 

the fatal end of their Journey being continy. ; 
ally before their Eyes, would not alter and 

deprave their Pallat from taſting theſe ReWl t 

galio's ? | 42. 1-:+ 2: 10 | 

; 

] 

| 

| 


Clauds Audit iter nuwerdtque dies ſpatioque viarum: 
Metitur vitam, torqueturpeite futura. 


He time and, ſpace computes, by length of 
Sums up.the' number of his few ſad da a 
"And his ſad thoughts; full of his fatal doort, 

'Can dream of nothing but the blow to come. 

2% 2%: * The end of our Race is Death, *tis theine 
ceſſaty Obje& of our aim, which if it fright 

us, how is it poſſible to advance a ſtep with- 

.J out a Fit of an Ague ? the Remedy the'Vul: 

fr) gar uſe, is not to think 677: but from what 
 briivifſh ſtupidity can they derive fo groſs s 
blindneſs ? They muſt bridle the Aſs by 'the 

NO IE xa a —— 


Lacret. 1.4, Qu capite ſe ſuo inſtituit veſtigia retro. 


He who the order of his ſteps has laid 
To light and natural motion retrograde, 


"tis 


Wy Chap. 19. . Sejgrenr de Monraigne's Eſlge. tor 
|| Sons wonder it he be often trap'd in the Pit 


.. Fhey-uſe to fright People with the very 


; mention of Death, and many croſs themſelves, 


3s it were the name of the -Devil 3 and be- 


to dying, not a man will: be perſwaded ta 
a Pen in hand to that purpoſe, till the 


' cauſe the making a mans Will is in reference - 


ke a Pe 
Prficia has. paſs'd ſentence upon him, and 


totally given him over, and then herwixt 


Grief and Terror, God knows in how fit:4 
condition of Underſtanding he is to d09-'ie. 
The Romans, by reaſon that this poor ſylla- 
le Death: was obſerv'd to. be ſo harſh to-the 


zars of the, People, and the. ſound fo ominous; 
und, out. a- way -to'ſoften and 'fpin it 


in the caſe, though: paſt, it carried yet ſome 


x £\vJg 39 


x) 


ſound of Conſolation. And from them 4t is * 


that we have borrow'd our expreflion of the 
late Mongenr ſuch and ſuch a one. Peradven- 
ture { as the Saying is ) the term we have 


hv'd is worth our money. I was born betwixt The Au- 


eleven and twelve a clock in. the Forenoon 
the laſt of February 1533. according to our 
Computation, beginning the Year the firſt of 
January, and-it is now but juſt fifteen dayes 
finceT was compleat nine and thirty years oldz 
I make accoufit to live at leaſt as many more. 
In the mean time, to trouble a mans felf _ 
£7 tne 


thor's birth 
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79 ©: x Foolery. But what? Young and Old dye af 
ter the very ſame manner, and no one depart 
Gat of Life otherwile, then he had but juſt 
Ct 4 : before enterd into it 3 neither is any ſo old 
and decrepid, who has heard of Mathaſalew 
that' does not think he has yet twenty year 


of Conſtitution good at leaſt, Fool that thoy 
art, 'who has aſfur'd unto thee the term'of 
Life > Thou dependſt upon Phyſicians Tale 


and: Stories, but rather conſult Experience 


cording to the common courſe of things, *tis 
long fince that 'thou livdſt by extraordinary 
« Favour. Thou haſt already out-livd the or- 
dinary term of Life, and that it is fo, reckon 
up thy Acquaineance, how many more have 
died before they arriv'd at thy Age, than have 


35 | an Account, and I dare lay a Wager, thou 
wilt find more who have dyed before than af- 
x) ter five and thirty years of age. 'It is full both 
of Reaſon and Piety too, to take Example by 
the Humanity of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf? who 
ended his Life at three and thirty years. The 


main, Alexander, died alſo at the ſame Ape. 


us ? 
Hr.lz. uid quiſque vitet, nunquam homini ſatis 
'5* Cantum f in horas. 


ro# - Seigneur de Montaigne's Bfſiye. Book't/ | © 
the'thought of a thing ſo far off, is a ſenſleh © -- 


and the fragility of Humane Nature : for,'ac- 


:, Attain'd unto it, and of thoſe who have en- 
/NNCE" nobled their Lives by their Renown, take bur 


z) greateſt man, that ever was no more than a 


How many ſeveral ways has Death toſfurprize 


Man + 
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7] Chap: | 
Jeb | - Man fain would ſhun, but 'tisnot inhis Power 
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19. -, Seignevr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 109 


et”, 


© Tevade thedangers of each threatning hour. 


To omit Fevers' and Pleurifies, who would 
ever have imagin'd that a Duke of Brittany 
ſhould be preſs'd to death in a Crowd, as that 
Duke was at the entry of Pope Clement into # eo. 
Lyons? Have we not ſeen one of our ®Kings * Hen) age 
kill'd at a Tilting, and did not one of his An- of France, 'X) 

ceſtors dye by the juſtle of a Hog? /Eſchy- ;:n 


lus, being threatned with the fall of a houſe, Morgoane- 
was to much purpoſe ſo circumſpett to a-  ,.. 

void that danger, when he was knock'd o'th' the eldeſt 
head by a Tortoiſe-ſhell falling out of an ſonofLov- 
Eagles Talons in the Fields. Another was Gros; the 
choak'd with a Grape-ſtone' 3 an Emperour 42th King 
kilfd with the Teratch of a Comb in comb- * 79 


ing his Head. ilins Ton, with a ſtum- 
ble at his own threſhold, and Axfidive with 
a juſtle againſt the door, as he -entred the 
Council Chamber. And betwixt the very 
Thighs of Women, Cornelizs Gal/xs the Pre- 
tor, NT igilinus Captain of the Watch at Rome, 
Lydovico Son of Guido de Gonzaga Marquis 
of Mantza, and ( of worle example ) Spenſip- 
25, a Platonick Philoſopher, and one of our 
Popes. The poor Judge Bebins, whilſt he re- 
-priev'd a Criminal for eight dayes only, was 
himſelf condemn'd to death, and his own 
Gay of Life was expird. WHIT Caius Juli. 
the Phyſician was anointing the Eyes of a 
Patienz, Death dlov'd his _ 5 and, if Lou 
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Hor ace, 


© Epiftadea 


brin ; 
f Brother of mine, Captain S?. Martin, a youns 
man, of three and twenty years old, who ha 


already giyen ſufficient [teſtimony of his Vil 


lour, playing a match at Tennis, receiv | 


blow of a Ball a Tittle above. his right Ea, 


i was without any manner 
of figa of Wound, ordepreſſion of the Skull 
and though he took no great notice of it 
nor fo much as fate down: to repoſe him: 
ſelf, he nevertheleſs died within five or fix 
hours after, of an Apoplexy occaſion'd by that 


- which, thoug 


+ plow. Which lo frequent and common Ex. 


Awples paſling every day before our Eye 
how is it poſſible a man ſhould diſingage im 


_ {elf from the thought of Death 3 or avoid 


fancying that jt has us every moment by the 
Collar ? What matters it,you will fay,which 
way it comes to pals, provided a man dog 
not terrifie himſelf with the expeRation ? 
For my part, I am of this mind, that if a 
man could by any means avoid it, though by 
creeping under a Calves skin, I am one that 
| ſhould not be afhamed of the ſhift : all I aim 
at is, to paſs my time pleaſantly, and withs 
out any great Reproach,; and the Recreati- 


< - 


in an Example of my own Blood ; Af 


IE = .. os lr ole i wa @ © 


+ W a J 
FI 


ons that moſt contribute to it, I take hold of, i 


35 to the reſt, as little glorious and exemplary 
2s-you would defire. wy 


—— pretulerine delirus inerſque videri, 
Dum mea deleffant mala me, vel deniq; fallant, 
Ruan ſapere, & ringi, | a 


? 
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Chap. tg. Seigreer de Montaigno's Eſſays, 12x 2 
4 A Fool, or Coward, let me cenfurd be, 8 
ad £3 


Of a perpetual aking, anxious Heart. (ſmart 


Whilft either Vice does pleaſe, or cozen me, 
' Rather, than be thought wiſe, and feel the 


But 'tis folly to think of doing any. thing 
that way. They go, they come, they gallop 
and dance; and not a word of Death. All this 
is very fine : but withall, when it comes ei- 
ther to themſelves, their Wives, their Chil- 
dren,or Friends, ſurprizing them at unawares, 
and unprepard, then what torment, what 
out-cries, what madneſs and deſpair! Did you 
ever ſee any thing ſo ſubdwd, fo chang'd and 
ſo confounded ? A man muſt therefore make 
more early tryal of itz and this þruitiſh neg- 
ligence, could it pofhbly lodge in the Brain 
of any man of Senſe ( which TI think utterly 


- Impoſſible ) ſells usits merchandize too dear. 


Were it an Enemy that could be avoided; T * x 59: 
would then adviſe to borrow Arms even of 
Cowardize it ſelf to that effe& : but ſeeing 
it is not, and that 1t_ will catch you as well . 
flying, and playjng the Poltron, as ſtanding 
tot like a man &T Honour. 


Nempe & fugacene perſequitur virum, Idem. L 5; 
Nec parcit umbellis juvente | Ode 
Poplitibus timidoque tergo. 


No ſpeed of foot prevents Death of his prize, Z) 
He cuts the Hamſtrings of the man that Fic: 5 
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resthe tender Stripling's back.does fig man 
[ out-run the.diftance of his mortal Dart.; YI to - 


And ſeeing that no. temper of Arms is of 


proof to ſecure us, 


# 


Propertl.3.. Ilte licet ferro, cantus ſe condat, & ere 18 
Eleg. 17. «+ Mors tamen incluſum protrahet inde taput.” 


alias 16. | | | 
Shell thee with Steel or Braſs, advisd bydread i (5, 
Death from the Cask will pull the cautiouff - 
; -_ (Heal Ti 


Tet us learn bravely to ſtand our ground, and 
« fight him. And to begin to deprivehim ofthe 
greateſt Advantage he has over us, let us take 
Aa way quite contrary to the: common court, 
Let us diſarm himof his Novelty and Strange. 
neſs, let us converſe, and. be familiar with 
him, and have nothing ſo frequent in our 
thoughts as Death; Let us upon occaſions re 
preſent him in all his moſt dreadful ſhapes to 
our imagination 3, at the ſtumbling of a Horſe, 
at the falling of a Tile, at the leſt prick with 
a Pin, let us preſently conſider, and fay* to 
our ſelves, Well, and what if it had beenDeath 
it ſelf? and thereupon let us encourage and 
fortifie our ſelves. Let usevermore amidſt our 
jollity and Feaſting, ſet the remembrance of 
.our frail condition before our Eyes,, never 
ſuffering our ſelves to be ſo far tranſported 
with our Delight, but that we have ſome in- 
tervals of refleing upon,and confidering how 
| | many 


Oo. eas wer te wn. POSSESS 


wt 


my Trap. T9. 
nf many ſeveral wayes this'Jollity of ours tends 
"to Death, and with how many dangers it 
© threatens it. The Egyptians were wont to do 
J after this manner, who 1n the height of their 

Faſting and Mirth, caus'd a dried Skeleton 
'Þ of a Man to be brought into the Room to 
+ ferve for a Memento to their Gueſts. 
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Omnem crede diem tibi diluxiſſe ſupremum, 


Of thy Lives date, that thou-haſt liv thelaſt; 
The next day's joyful Light thine Eyes ſhall 


d 

In 

LE Think every day, ſoon as the day is paſt, ' 

i 

; As unexpe&ed, will more welcome be. ſee, 


= _ Where-Death waits for us is uncertain let 

-W us every where look for him. The Premedi- 

WM tation . of Death is the Premeditation of Li- 

WF berty; who has learnt to dye has forgot: to 

ſerve. There is nothing of Evil in Lite, for 
vrehe 


him who rightly com nds, that Death is 
no Evil : to know how to dye delivers us 
from all Subjetion and Conſtraint. Paylus 
FEmylius anſwerd him whom the miſerable 
King of Macedoz, his Priſoner, ſent to entreat 
lim that he would not lead him in his Tri- 
umph, Let him make that Requeſt to himPelf. 
In truth, in all things, if Nature do not help 
a little, it is very hard for Art and Induſtry 
to perform any thing to purpoſe. I am in 

own Nature not' melancholick, but 


ay. On; +20 BANCO 
thoughtful; and Ware. INI T have more 


— 


CON- 


PEE 
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Hhrat. |. t. 
Grata ſupervenict, que non ſperabitur hora, 4: 
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” $14  Selprenr de Montaignes Eſ97. . Booklf js 
_ ©. | continually entertain'd my ſelf withall thai 

| the Imaginations of Death, even 1n the gay ©... 
eſt and moſt wanton time of my Age. - 7 


mm TT.C.oocece we bGgnea PTHM 


Catulus. Tucundum cum etas florida ver ageret. 
Num. 69e 


Of florid Age in the moſt pleaſant Spring, 


In the Company of Ladies, and .in the 
height of Mirth, ſome have perhaps though 
me poſleſs'd with ſome Jealouſie, or medits 
ticig upon the Uncertainty of ſome imagmi{ 
Hope, whilſt I was entertaining my ſelf with 

: the Remembrance of ſome one furpriz'd a fey 
days before with a burning Fever of which he 
dicd,returning from anEntertainment like thig 
with his Head full of idle Fancies of Loye 
and Jollity ; as mine was then, and that for 
ought I knew the ſame Deſtiny was attend: 
ing me. 


Lacret. I, 3. Jam fuerit, nec poſt URGUAN revocare licebit; 


But now he had a Being amongſt Men, > 
Now gone, and nee to be recall d agen. 


Yet did not this Thought wrinkle my Fore- 
head any more than any other. It is impoſh-' 
ble but we muſt feel a ſting in fach Imagina- 
tions as theſe at firſt; but with often revol- 
ving them in a Man's Mind, and having them 
frequent in our Thoughts, they at laſt be- 
come ſo familiar as to be no trouble at all: 
otherwiſe, I for my Part ſhould be in a per- 
ah - . petual 
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uy thap.to. Seigrenr de Montaigne's Eyaye, 
"ay petual Fright and Frenzy 3 for never Man 
"YE was fo diſtruſtful of his Life, never Man fo 


"Þ indifferent for its Duration. Neither Health, 


BE which I have hitherto ever enjoyed very 
& ſtrong and vigorous, and very ſeldom inter- 


rapred, does prolong, nor Sickneſs contract 
my Hopes. Metbinks I ſcape eyery minute, 
and it eternally runs in my Mind, that what 
may be done to morrow may be done to 

y. Hazards and Dangers do, in truth, 
letle or nothing baſten our end ; and if we 
confider how many more. remain and hang 
over our Heads, beſides the Accident that 'im- 
mediately threatens us, we ſhall find that the 
Sound and the Sick, thoſe that are abroad at 
Sea, and thoſe that fit by the Fire, thoſe who 
are engag'd in Battel, and thoſe who fit idle 
at home, are the one as near it as the other. 


L 


ris 
[8 «(+ 


| z) 


Nemo altero fragilior eſt : nemo in craſtinum Sec. 
ſfxs certior, No Man 1s more frail than another, #2? 5*: 


' Bo: more certain- of the morrow. For any 


thing I have to do. before I dye, the longeſt 
leifure would appear too ſhort, were it but 
an. Hours Buſineſs I bad to do. A Friend 
of mine the other day turning over my Ta- 


ble-Book,- found in it a Memorandige of 


ſomething I would havedone after my Deceaſe, 
wherenpon I told him, as it was really true, 
that thongh I was no more than a League's 
diſtance only from my own Houſe, and mer- 
ry and well, yet when that thing came into 
my Head, I made haſte to write it down 

| I 2 there, 
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a6 8 Þ-Seigneur de Montaipne's E/ejv. Bc 
there,: becauſe I was not certain to live 


Ef T* £ 


1ng- over my own ' thoughts, and 'who' con 
finethem'to my own particular "Concerns, 
_ am'upon the matter at all hours'as well pre 
pard:as I am ever like to be, and Death 
whenever he ſhall come, can bririg nothing 
- along with him I did not expet long beforg 
We. ſhould alwayes ( as near as we-can) 'be 
booted 'and ſpurrd, and ready to: go, and 
above all things to take. care at: that time 
» __ no buſineſs with any one but a man 


Aorat.l.2, '  @uidbrevi fortes jaculamur evo 


Mzulta 2 


BC Why cut'ſt thou out ſuch mighty Work, 


vain man ? (poor ſpan! 


Whoſe Life's ſhort date's comprizd in one 


For we ſhall there find work enough to do, 
without any need of Addition 3 One con- 
Plains, more than of Death, that he is thereby 
prevented of a glorious Victory 3 another, 
that he muſt dye before he has married his 
Daughter, orſettled, and provided for his Chil- 


dren; a third ſeems only troubled: that he muſt 


loſe the ſociety of his beloved Wife} a fourth, 
the converſation of his Son, as the princt- 
pal Concerns of ' his Being. For my-part, [ 
am, thanks be to God, at this inſtant. in 
ſuch a condition, that I am Teady to dif 


lodge, whenever it ſhall pleaſe /him, with- 


out 


FE: 5 
E 


C 
& * & Wo 
%* 
C 


Hh «22 « came home. As a man thatam eternally broad 
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Chap. 19. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſey. $ 117 
out any manner of regret. I diſengage my 
{f-throughout from all Worldly Rela- 
tions, my leave 1s ſoon taken of all. but my 
ſelf Never did any one prepare to bid adieu 
to the Worid more abſolutely and purely, 
and to ſhake hands with all manner of Inter- - 
eſt in it, than I expe& to do. The deadeſt , f,- 59: 
Peaths are the beſt. = 
L -miſer, o miſer, (ainnt) omnia ademit Lucretd.z, 
.Una dies infeſta mihi tot premia vite 

Wretch that I am ( they cry ) one fatal day 

So many joyes of Life has ſnatch'd away. 


And the Builder, 


= ——manert( dit il.) opera interrupta, mingque Ancid.l.4. 
= Murorum ingentes,equataque machina Celo. | 


& Stupendious Piles(fays he)neglefted lie, 
And Tow'rs whoſe Pinacles do pierce the Sky. 
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A man muſt deſign nothing that will require 
ſo much time to the finiſhing, or at leaſt with 
no ſuch paſſionate deſire to ſee it brought to 
Perfetion. We are born to ation. 


| Cum moriar medium ſolvar & inter opus, Ovid. Amr, 
| | lib.2, Eleg. . 


When Death ſhall come, he me will doubt- 20. 
lefs find 4 i, Ms 
Doing of ſomething that T had deſignd. 


I would alwayes have a man to be doing, ; f Ferec. 

| and, as much as in him hes, to extend, and 
ſpin out the Offices of Life 3 and then let 

| ;" Y Death 
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213 Seine de Momaigne' Bſije. Book 

| + Death take me planting .Cabages, but with - 
out any careful thought of him, and much ke Ty 
of my Garden's not being finiſhed, I ſaw one 


dye, who at his laſt gaſp ſeem'd to be confi} Ma 
cern'd at nothing ſo much, as that/ Deſtin $k1 
was about to cut the thread of a Chronicle}. Ti 
Hiſtory he was then compiling, when he wa | De 
cone no farther thanthe fifteeath or ſixteenth + 
of our King:. BA 

W 


Lucret.d.3. Jud int his rebus non addunt, nec tibi carunll i; 
Jam deſiderium rerum, ſuperinſidet una. il Q 


They tell us not that dying we've no more 
The ſame defires and thoughts that heretofore, 


E 1 gar and hurtful Humours and Concerns, To 
; w-1- L ..+*, this purpoſe it was, that met SUL PPetRg 


3 y - = of Sepulture, Dormitories of 
| the dead, ,near adjoyning to the Churches, 
and in the moſt frequent places of the City, 


x) to accuſtom ( ſayes Licwgw ) the common 
eople, Women, an ildren, that th 
ſhould not be ſtartled at the Ger oFa deal 
Corſe; and to the end, that the continual 
ObjeRts of Bones, Graves, Monuments, and 
Funeral Obſcquies ſhould put us in mind of 
. our frail condition. | 
Sil tha. Dvinetiam exhilerare viris convivia cede 
lieu, l.vz. Mos olim, &* miſere epulis ſpetfacula dire 
Certatum ferro, ſepe &5 ſuper ipſa cadentune 
Pocula, reſperſis non parco ſanguine _m—_— Y; 
| "I was 


c 
We are todiſcharge our ſelves from theſe vul: 
| 


be C349 


P 


El [Twas therefore ithat the Ancients B Shen 
ef With tragick Objeds us'd to treat their Gueſts, 
oF Making their Fencers with their utmoſt ſpite, 
iT Skill, Force, and Fury, in their preſence fight, 

IB. Till fireams of Blood of thoſe arlaſt muſt fall, 
Daſtvd o're their Tables, Diſhes, Cups and all, 


And as the Egyptians after their Feaſts were 
- wont to preſent the Company with a great 
& Image of Death, by one that cry'd out to 
"B. them, Drizk and be merry, for fac Fatt theu 
be when thou art dead > (o it is my Cuſtom to 

- have Death not only in my Imagination, but 
continually in my Mouth 3 neither is thereany 
thing of which I am fo inquifitive, and de- 
light to inform my ſelf, as the manner of mens 
Deaths, their Words,Looks, and Geſtures; nor 
any-places in Hiſtory Iam ſo intent upon; and 
it 1s manifeſt enough, by my crowding in Ex- 
amples of this kind, that I have a particular 
fancy for that Subje&t. If I were a Writer of 
Books, I would compile a Regiſter with a 
Chmment of the various Deaths of men, and 
t could not but be uſeful, for who ſhould 
teach men to dye, would at the ſame time 
teach them to live. Dicearchus made one, to 

- Which he gave that Title ; but it was deſign'd 
for another, and leſs profitable end. Perad- 
venture ſome one may obje&, and ſay, that 
the pain and terror of dying indeed does fo 
mfinitely exceed all manner of imagination, 


I 4: that 
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I » Seignenr de-Mobtaigne's Eſſays. - 
that; the beſt Fencer will be quite out of hi 
Play 'when it comes to the Puſh: butlet them 
ſay what they will, to ,premeditate is douby 


leſs a very great Advantage 5 and beſides, 


it nothing to. come'ſo far, at leaſt, without 
any. viſible Diſturbance- or Alteration ?: But 
moreover, Nature ker ſelf does afliſt and en. 
courage us. If the Death be ſudden and vie- 
lent, we have not leiſure to fear. if other: 
wile, 1 find, that-as I engage further in my 
Difeaſe; Tnaturally enter into a certain loath- 


| I have had Diſeaſes 


ing, and diſdain of Life. I find I'have much 
more ado to digeſt this Reſolution of dying. 


when I am well in Health than when fick lan- 
guiſhing of a Fever; and by how much I have 
leſs to do. with' the Commodities of Life, by 
reaſon I even begin to loſe the uſe and Plea- 
ſare of them, by ſo much I look upon Death 
with leſs Terror and Amazement 5 which 
makes me- hope, that the further I remove 
from the firſt, and the nearer I approach to 
the latter, I ſhall ſooner ſtrike a Bargain, and 
with leſs Unwillingneſs exchange the one for 
the other, And, as I have experimented in 
other Occurrences, that, as Ceſar ſays, things 
often appear greater to us at diſtance than 
near at hand, I have found, that being well, 
s$ 11 much greater Horror 
than when really afflicted with them. The Vi- 
gour wherein I now am, and the-Jollity and 
Delight wherein I now live, make the con- 


trary Eſtate appearin ſo great a diſproportion 
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{LN Chap. t 9.  Seignenr de:Montaigne's Eſſays. 121 
£&f tomy preſent condition, that by imaginationT 


| mach more troubleſome; than I find themreal- 


 andThope to find Death theſame. Let us but 


| Should aman fall into the Achesand impoten- =) 


_ werean inſenſible pace; ſtep by ſtep. conducts 


, - perceive not, nor are ſenſible of the ſtroak 


| It be really a harder Death, than th 
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magnifie, and make thoſe inconveniences twice. 
greater than they are,and apprehend themtobe 


ly to be, when they lie themoſt heavy upon me, 


obſerye1n the ordinary — and Declinati- 
ons our Conſtitutions daily ſuffer, how Nature 
deprives us of all ſight and ſenſe of our bodi- 
ly decay. What remains to an old man of the 
vigour of his Youth and better days? . 
Heu ſenibws vite portio quanta manet > Gow _—_— 4 
Alas, to men, of youthful bereft, Maximian, | Ry (% 
How ſmall a Portion of Life is left > |. Z&* | 4 
Ceſar, to anold weather-beaten Souldier ofhis * 1% c/{*(2} 
Guards,who came toask himleavethathe might ; 
Fill himſelf, taking notice of his wither'd Bo- : 
dy, and decrepid motion, pleaſantly anfwer'd, 
Thou fancieſt then that thou art yet alive. 


, 


cies of Age, from a ſpritely and vigorous 
Youth on theſadden, I donot think Humani- 
ty capable of enduring ſuch a change : but Na- yz, % 5) : 
ture,leading us by the hand, an eaſe, and asit { . 3 


ys to that miſerable condition, and by that 
means makes. it familiar- to: us, lo that we 


then, when onr Youth dies in us, though 
e final 


Diſſolution of a languiſhing Body, which + 
_ is 


62 


by tak Xe Hh 


one F: 5, DOOKIR | 

w only: the Death of old Age; for all 
the Fall is not fo great froman uncaſie Being. 
to none at all, as'1t is from a ſpritely and flos 
_ Inns that - —_ Tas paits 
X)ap 9. x | £ when bow' ond ity 


natural ſpring. of Strength, has leſs Force «- i 
ther to nie with, ' or ſupport a Burthen; and 
it is with the”Soul the fame, and therefore it 
is, that we are to raiſe her up firm and ereq 
r:) againſt the Power of this Adverſary : for as 
it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould. ever-be at reſt, or | - 
at Peace within her ſelf, whalſt ſhe ſtands in 
fear of it; ſo if ſhe once can aflure her (elf, 


ſhe may _boalf C which 3s a thing as it were 
above Humane Condition) that it is impoſli. 


q ble that Diſquiet, Anxiety, or Fear, cor any 
Hy other Diltarbancs, ſhould inhabit, or have 
« any Place in her, | 


Horat. Non vultus inſtantis tyranns 

h 3-043.  Mente quatit ſolids, neque Aufter 
Dux inquieti turbidus Adrie, 
Nec fulminantis magna Jouis mans. 


A Soul well ſettled is not to be ſhook 
With an incenſed Tyrant's threatning Look; 
Nor can loud Aſter once that Heart diſmay, 
The ruffling Prince of ſtormy Adria; 
Nor yet th' advanced hand of mighty Jove, 
Though charg'd with Thunder, ſuch a Tem- 
Per move. | 


She 


—_— 


$7 .——_— 


$he-is then become Sovereign of all her Lu 
ind Paſſions, Miſtreſs of , Shame, 
Poverty, and-all the other Injuries of For- 
tane. Let us therefore, as many of us as can, 
this Advantage, which is the true and F 
' ſovereign Liberty here on Earth, and that' 
fortifies us - wherewithall. to defie Violence 


and Injuſtice, and to contema Prifons and 


Chains. : 
whos in Manicis, e | Hu:l:s, 

Compedibus, ſevo te ſub cuſtode tenebo.  Epift. 16, 

Ipſe Dems ſimul atque volam, me ſoluet: opinor, 

Hoc ſentit, moriar, mors ultima linea verun: eff, 


With rugged Chains I'll load thy Hands and * 
And to a ſurly Keeper thee commit z- Feet, 
Why let him ſhew his worſt of ——_ 

God will, I think, for asking, ſet me tree: 
Ay, but he thinks I'll dye; that Comfort 


rings, 
For Death's the utmoſt Line of Humane 
things. 


Our very Religion it (elf has no ſurer hu- The con- « It, 
mane Foundation than the Contempt of tempe of = 
Death. Not only the Argument of Reaſon quin 1: 
invites us to itz for why ſhould we fear to Foundai- —} 
loſe a thing, which being loſt, can never be _ _ 
miſsd or lamented ? But alſo ſeeing wefare 
threatned by ſo many ſorts of Death, is it not 
infimtely worſe eternally to fear them all, 

. than once to undergo ma; -- 
| | what 
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 ..  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Y "Chu 
| what matter is it when it ſhall happen, fince 
« It is once inevitable? To him that told So. 
crates, the thirty Tyrants have ſentenc'd thee ty 
Death; and Nature them, (aid he. What a rt 


diculous thing it is to trouble and affli& our 
Saver. abone taking the only Step that is to 
deliver us from all Miſery and Trouble ? As 
our Birth brought us the Birth of all things, 
0 1n our Death is the Death of all things in- 
| cluded: And therefore to lamenc and take on, 
that we ſhall not be alive a hundred Years 
hence, is the ſame Folly as to be ſorry. we 
were not alive a. hundred Years ago. . Death 
is the beginning of another Life. So did we 
weep, and ſo much it coſt us to enter into 
this, and ſo did we put off our former Veil 
inentring into it. Nothing can be grievous 
that is but once, and'is it reaſonable ſo long 
to fearathing that will ſo ſoon be diſpatch'd?. 
Long Life, and ſhort, are by Death made all 
one 3 for there is no long, nor ſhort, to - 
things that are no more. Ariſtotle tells us, 
that there are certain little Beaſts npon the 
Banks of the River Hypanis, that never hve 
_ above aday: (they which dye at eight of the 
Clock in the Morning, dye in their Youth, 
and thoſe that dye at five in the Evening, in 
their extreameſt Age: which bf us would not 
laugh to ſee this Moment of Continuance put 
into the conſideration of Weal or Woe? The 
moſt, and the leaſt of ours in compariſon of 
Eternity, or yet to the Duration of Moun- 
tains, 


- 


"x 5 > | 2D 


) 8 Chap. 19. -Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. w25 
'E fome Animals, is no lefs ridiculous. But 


ſame "is you made from Death to Life, with- 
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| The Hour that gave of Life the benefit, 
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tains, Rivers, . Stars, Trees, and even of 


Nature compells us to it 5 -Go ont of this 
World, ſays ſhe, as you enter'd into it 5 the 


out Paſſzon or Fear, the ſame, on the-ſame 
manner, repeat from Life to Death. Your x) 
Death is a part of the Order of the Univerſe, | 

tis a part of the Life of the World. 


----inter ſe mortales mutua viount, Lacret, b.2; 
Et quaſi cnrores vitai lampada tradunt. 


Mortals amongſt themſelves by turns do live, Alluding X) 3 
And Life's bright Torch to the next Runner he + 
g1Ive. : "? 2 


. Games; 
"- wherein 

thoſe that run a Race carried Torches in their Hands ; and the Race being 
done, deliyer'd them into the Hands of thoſe who were to run next. 


Death is a part of you, and whilſt you en- 
deavour to evade it, you avoid your ſclves. 
This very Being of yours that you now en- 
joy is equally divided betwixt Life and Death. 
The day of your Birth is one days advance 
towards the Grave. ;-1'7_ 12008 (60G 


'Tis the Condition of your Creation 3 | 2) 


- Prima, que vitams dedit, hora, carpſit. Senec. ter; 
| | | tur. chars 3s 


Did alſo a whole Hour ſhorten 1t. 
f | Naſ- 
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1 © Lace, Cur or ut plenus vite conviva recedjs. 


4+ As weare barn, wedye, and ourLife'send © 
_ -Upen our Life's beginning does depend. 


x) * All the whole time you live you purloin from: 
| Life, and live at the expence of Life it ſelf; 
the perpetual work. of our whole Life is but 

to Jay the foundatian of Death 3 you are in 
Death whilſt you live, becauſe you ſtill are 

- -» after Death, when you are ne more alive. Or- 
tf you had-rather have it ſo, you are dead af- 

'ter Life, but dying all the while you live ; 

and Death handles thedymg much more rude- 

ly than the dead. If you havemade your pro- 
fe of Life, you have had enough of it, go 

your way ſatisfied. Tn pt 


Why _— thou not go like a full gorg'd 
G b ; ; | ; 
'Sated with Life, as he. is with a Feaſt ? 
If you have not known howto make the beſt 
uſe of it, and 1f it was unprofitable to you, 
- what need you care to loſe. it, to what end 
would you defire longer to keep it ? 


cur amplins addere queris (one? 
Rurſum quod pereat male &- ingratum occidat 


And why renew thy time, to what intent 
Live ore again a Life that was ill ſpent AY 7 
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Life in it ſelf is neither good nor evil, it is x C7''+ 65 
the Scene of good or evil, as you make it ; 
and, if you have liv'd a day, you have ſeen z). 
one day is equal, and like to all other 
dayes; there is no other Light, no other 
other Shade, this very Sun, this Moon, theſe 
very Stars, this very Order and'Revolution of 
things, 'ts the ſame your Anceſtors enjoy'd, 
and that ſhall alſo entertain your Poſterity. , 


. Non alinm videre patres, aliumve nepotes Luna. va 
Manil, 


Aſpiciexnt. 


Your Grandfires faw no other things of old, 
Nor ſhall your Nephews other things behold. 


And come the worlt that can come, the diſtri- 
bution and variety of all the As of my Co- 
medy, is perform'd in a Year. If you have «x X) 
obſery'd the Revolution of the four Seaſons, 
they comprehend, the Infancy, Youth, Viri- 
lity, and old Age of the World, The Year 
has play'd his part, and knows no other way, 
has no new Farce, but muſt begin and re- 
peat the ſame again 5 it will always be the 
fame thing. | 3908 
 Verſamur ibidem, atque inſumns uſque. - Lucretd.z, 


Where ſtill we plot, and ſtill contrive in vain, 

For in the fame ſtate ſtill we do remain. 

Atque in ſe ſua per veſtigia volvitur annus. . Vi les 
By its own footſtepts led,the Year doth bring 
Both ends together in an annual Ring. 


Time 
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:Time is not reſoly'd to c 
Recreations. 


2 uod placeat,nibil eſt,cadems ſunt omnia ſemper. 


Oe-E) "More Pleaſures than are made Time will not 
| me, | PERLoAg 
| Fortoall times, all things fhall be the ſame. 


£2%* | Give place to others, as others have given 
place to you. Equality is the Soul of Equity. 
Who can complain of being c hended in 
the ſame Deſtiny wherein all: things are in- 
| volv'd 2 Beſides, Tive as long as you can, you 
ſhall by that nothing ſhorten the ſpace you 
are to lye dead 'in the Grave 3 'tis all to no 
purpoſe 3 you ſhall be every whit as long in 
the condition you ſo much fear, as if you had 
died at Nurſe. | 469 
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Mors eterna tamen, nihilominus illa manebit.. 
_ And live as, many Ages as you will, | 
. Death nertheleſs ſhall be eternal (till. 

And yet I will place you in ſuch a-condition 
py as you ſhall have.no reaſon to be diſpleaſed; 
Ioidem., Iz vera reſcis nullune fore marte alinm te a 


xi poſſit vious tibj.te Iugere peremptuns 
Nh Jacenter Y | ; 

_ When deada living ſelf thou can'ſt nor have, 

* Or to lament, or trample on thy grave, 


Nor 


ee NASH A pp OEnT, © OI II 
n P PEO Eno LO IE te OO ON $06 bas CAS US OT Fane NN 
BN th» Py lt Os oe Oe © ds we Sl BE A 2 3” Re Bak $ee'® - y » 
7 5; - Fo $8. Wir 1 i OK ws 0 : + boa 
Þ LP EELE Fo us NT RT. 5" «ns 5 
4 Poe begs en of O- bo, 
%<” "2 # 1 Es SC 86 "I ” 
b : y & s > 
4 
. 1, 
tk i 
n 


Lucre.l.3. Nam tibi preterea quod machiner, inveniam; 


licet quotuis, vivendo vincere ſecla, 


- 7 _\&f jo gud 


+ 19. " Ir 41 Mot n alone's ' Bſihe. 


Nor ſhall :you ſo much as* wiſh for the Life 
you are ſo: concern'd about. 


129 


Nec ſtbi enim quiſquam tum ſe vitamgz requirit, Ibidems 
Nee defiderium noſtri nos afficit ullum. 


Life, nor our ſelves we wiſh in that Eſtate, 
Nor Thoughts of what we were unreſt create, 


Death were leſs 5G tdbe fear d than nothing, | 2p 59. 


-----2ulto mortem minus *F 105 efſe putandum, nidem, 


X) 


| $i minus eſſe poteſt quam quod nihil eſſe videmus. 


If leſs than nothing-eny thing can ſhew, (lo. 
Death then would both appear, and would be 


——— 


Neither can it any way concern you, whe- 


ther you are living or dead : living, by rea- 


ſon that you are (till in being, dead, becauſe 
you are no more. Moreover, no one dies be- 
fore his Hour : and the Time you leave be- 


\ hind was no more yours, than that was lapsd, 


and gone before. you came into the World 
nor does it any more concern you. 


Reſpice enim quam nil ad nos anteaFa vetuſt us Thidem, 
Temporis #terni fuerit. 


| Look back, and tho Times paſt eternal = 


In thoſe before us yet we had no ſhare. 


Wherever your Life ends it is all theres « 1” [+ 


neither does the Utility of m—_ 
| K the 
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the length of days, but in the well hufband- 


ing and improving of Time, and fuch an one | 


may have been who has longer continued m 


-- the World than the ordinary Age.of Man ; 


Thidem. 


50 op 


Lueret, I,2, 


that has yer Hv'd but a little while. Make 
uſe of Time while 1t is preſent with you. It 
depends apon your Will, and not upon the 
number of Days, to have a ſufficient length of 


ha: > Is it potible you can imagine never to 
arriv 


e at the Place towards which you are 
continually going ? and yet there 1s no Jour- 
ney but hath its end. Bur if Company will 
make tt more pleaſant, or more eafte to you, 
does not all the World go the {cl ſame way? 


-<-- 0114 te vita perfun@ta ſequentur, 


When thou art dead, let this thy Comfort be, 
That all the World, by tuen, muſt follow thee. 


Does not. all the World dance the ſame Brawl 
that you do 2? Is there any thing that does 
not grow old as well as you ? A thouſand: 


Men, a thouſand Animals, and a thouſand - 


other Creatures, dye at ' the ſame Moment 
that you expire. 


Nam nox nulla diem, neque noFem aurora ſe- 
cuta e$F, 

Que non audierit miftos vagitibas egris 

Ploratws martis comites, & funeris. atri. 


No 
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T Chip. ts. 8 ergneur de Montaigne's Eſſay . 
No Night ſucceeds the Day, nor Mornings 


Light 


| Riſes to chaſe the ſullen Shades of Night, 


Wherein there is not heard the diſmal Groans 


Of dying Men, mix'd with the woful moans 
_ Of living Friends, as alfo with the Cries 


And Dirges fitting fun'ral Obſequies. 


. To what end ſhould you endeavour to a- 
void, unleſs there were a poffibility to evade 


it?" you have ſeen Examples enow of thoſe 


who have received fo great a benefit by Dy- 
mg, as thereby tobe manifeſtly deliverd from 
mfallible Miſeries 3 but have you Talkt. with 
any of thoſe who have feared a Diſadvan- 
tage by it ? It muſt therefore needs be very 
fooliſh to condemn a thing you nenther ex- 
perimented in your own Perſon, nor by that 


of any other. Why (fays Natzre) doſt thou * 


complain of me and Deſtiny ? Do we do 
thee any wrong? Is it for thee to govern us; 
or for us ta diſpoſe of thee ? Though perad- 
venture thy Age may not be accompliſtyd, 
yet thy Life is. A Man of low Stature' is as 
much a man as a Gyant 3 neither Men; nor 
their Lives, are meaſur'd by the El.: Chiroz 
refusd to be immortal, when he was acquaint- 
ed with the Conditions under which he was 
to enjoy it, by the God of time it ſelf, and 
its Duration, his Father Satzrz, Do: but ſe- 
riouſly confider how much more infupport- 


able an inimortal and painful Life would be . 
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ſeate Life, nor have an Antipathy for dying, 
which I have decreed you ſhall once do, I 
have temper'd the one and the other betwixt 
Pleaſure and Pain: and was I that firſt taught 
Thales, the moſt eminent of all your Sages, 
that to Live and to Dye were indifferent ; 
which made him very wiſely anſwer who 
ask'd him, Why then he did not dye? becauſe 
Water, Earth, Fire, and Air, and the other 
Parts of this Creation of thine, are no more 
the Inſtruments of thy Life than they are of 
thy Death.. Why doſt thou fear thy laſt day, 
it contributes no more to thy diſſolution than 
every. one of the reſt ? The laſt Step is not the 
cauſe of Caſſitude,it does but confeſs it. Every 
Day travels towards Death, thelaſt only arrives 
at it. Theſe are the good Leſſons our Mother 
Nature teaches. I have often conſiderd with 


6 £221 (lays he) it is indifferent, The Elements of 


my ſelf whence it Thould proceed, that in 


War the Image of Death, whether we Took 
upon it as to our own particular danger, or 
| that 


132 Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book I. | '« 
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appear leſs dreadful than at home in our own 
Houſes, (for if it were not fo, it would be 


. an Army of whining Milk-ſops) and that be- 


ing ſtill in all Places the fame, there ſhould 
be notwithſtanding much more Aflurance in 
Peaſants, and the meaner ſort of People, than 
others of- better Quality and Education : and 
do verily believe, that it is thoſe terrible Ce- 
remonies and Preparations wherewith we ſet 
It out, that more terrifie us than the thing it 
ſelf; a new quite contrary way of living, 
the Cries of Mothers, Wives and Children, 
the Viſits of aftornſh'd and afflited Friends, 
the Attendance of pale and blubber'd Ser- 
vants, a dark Room fet round with burning 
Tapers, our Beds environed with Phyſicians 
and Divines; in-ſum, nothing but Ghoſtlineſs 


' and Horror round about us,|render it ſo for- 


midable, that a Man almoſt fancies himſelf 
dead and buried already. Children are afraid 
even of thoſe they love beſt, and are beſt ac- 
quainted with, when. diſguiſed in a Vizor, 
and ſo are we; The Vizor muſt be removed 
5 well from Things as Perſons; which being 
taken away, we ſhall find nothing underneath 
but the very ſame Death that a mean Servant, 
or a poor Chamber-maid, died a day or two 
ago, without any manner of Apprehenſion ar 


Concern. ' Happy therefore is the Death that * 


deprives us of the leiſure to prepare things 


requiſite for this unneceſſary Pomp, a Pomp EY CE? 
FER” 45 K 3 that 
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that of another, ſhould without Compariſon 
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134 | Seigneyr de Montaigne'r Bays. Book 1 
| eng nor tobe Rr, and thas no Man up: 


| on-Earth can poſhbly ayoid. 


CHAP. XX. 
Of the Force of Imagivation. 
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| Vp Imagination begets Accident, {ay the 
þ oils Dhl, Lum cf hls hol 
—_- * fenlible of the Fower of Imagination: Every 
ITOEN but ſome are averthrawn by it. 

It has a very great Impreſſion ypog mes and 

I make it my Buſineſs to avoid, waming farce 

& J to reſiſt it. T could live by the ſole belp of 
healthful and jolly Company. The very light 

of anothers Pain does materially work upon 
me, and I naturally uſurp the Sence of a third 
Perſon to ſhare with him in his Torment. A 
perpetual Cough in another tickles my Lungs 
and. Throat. I more unwillingly viſit the fick 
I love, and am by Duty intereſjed to look 
after, than thoſe T care not for, and from 
whom I have no expeQation. - I take poſlefli- 
on of the Diſeaſe I am concern'd at, and lay 
it too much to heart, and do not at all won- 
der that Fancy ſhould diſtribute Fevers, and 
; ſometimes kill ſuch as allow too much Scope; 
4 and are too willing to entertain it. Sizyor 
| ®) © Thomas was 2 oreat Phyſician of bis time : I 
" Foo TER ge EF T7 77 ann 
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Axiom, Fm imaginatio geuerat caſum, A ſtrong 
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| | Chap. 20. Seignevr de Montaigne's Bſſeys.. 


remember,that hapning one day at Tholoxze to 

meet him at a _ O: . Fellows Houſe, who 

was troubled with naughty Lungs, and dif- 

courſing with his Patient about the method 
F his c 


5 ” 


Cure; he told him, that one thing 
which would be very conducing to it, was, to 


give me ſuch Occaſion to be pleaſed with his 


Company, thatI might come often to ſee him, 
by which means, and by fixing his Eyes up- 
on the Freſhneſs of my 


mplex1on, and his 


. Imagination upon the Sprightlineſs and Vi- 


_ that glowed in my Youth; and poſle(- 
ng all his Senſes with the flouriſhing Age 
wherein I then was, his Habit of Body might 
peradventure be amended, but he forgot to 


1 , 


135 


ſay that mine at the {ame time might be made | 


worſe. Gallus Vibizs fo long cudgell'd his 
Brains to find out the Eſſence and Motions 
of Folly, till by the Inquiſition, in the end 
he went direaly out of his Wits, and to ſuch 
a Degree, that he could hever after. recover 
his Judgment ; and he might brag that he was 
become a Fool by too much Wiſdom. Some 
there are who thorough Fear prevent the 
Hangman ; like him whoſe Eyes being un- 
bed to have his Pardon read to him, was 


Be 


x He 


found ſtark dead upon the Scaffold, by the Imagina- 


Stroak of Imagination. We ſtart, tremble, 


on occaſt- 
ons Diſea- 


turn pale, and bluſh, as we are variouſly and 
mov'd by Imagination; and being a-bed, feel Path 


our Bodies agitated with its Power to that 


degree, as even ſometimes to Expiration. And 
K 4 boyl- 


NS 
a. 
; 


a Pen ” IF 4 STi 
oe En 
> RR SYETS - ES $2 

45 4. 5 $*- 


F es a 2 tt "4 45 2a Fm 7” Yo a a 6h ORs > , VERNE £ 2 FEY 7 4- 
Yoo. ne ods a Padre I LEY ot er ESE 7 ; tes is es : 0 ſs bo” 
a ens oe - ww 2 
7 3-1 IT w & s I I. : 
; 7 - -_ F a 'C 7 
C » A . A - C 4 
pf 
Fe , . 1 | ; ay 
Mays. - "© 
a - vs, | 4 * * $ ” 
$ * by - I LY 
$ & , - ; A 


boyling Youth when faſt aſleep, grows fo | 
warm.with Fancy, as in a Dream to. fatisfie I. D 
amorous Deſires. 


Lucret.L 4. Ot guaf tranſaFtis ſepe omnibus rebus profun- 
| ant ns 

Fluminis ingentes flutus veſtemque cruen- 
tent. | 


5 | Lays his Loves Tribute there, -where not de- | , 
Wn | 


o7<M';. Although it be no new thing to ſee Horns || 
grown.in a Night on the Fore-head- of one || 
gk be none when he > to Bed 5 =o 

1, withſtanding, what befell Cyppxs, a noble 

©). | Roman, 1s pnnmte Gm "i = having 
one day been a very delighted Spectator of 
a Bull-bajting, and baving all the nights 
dreamt that he bad Horns on his Head, did, 
by the. Force. of Imagination, really cauſe 
- them to grow there. Paſſion made the Son 
of Creſws to ſpeak, who was born dumb, by 
that means ſupplying him with ſo-neceſlary a 
Faculty, which Nature had deny'd him. And 
Antiochus fell into a Fever, enflamd with 
' the Beauty of S#ratoniffa too deeply imprint- 
ax £4 1n his Soul. Pliny pretends to have ſeen 
*)f, Lucius Croſſitizs, who from a Woman was 
-rurn'd into a Man upon her very Wedding- 

day.. Pontanws, and others, report the like 
Metamorphoſis that in theſe latter days have 

| hapned 


3% * m—_ ” 
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hapned in Italy, and through the vehement 


- Defire of him and his Mother. 


Pata puer 
Tphis. 


| Iphie, a Boy, the Vow defray'd 
hat he had promigd when a Maid. 


ſo toit » que femina woverat Ovid. 


My ſelf pafhing b PVitr Wt-- Francois 2 2 x [3 \* 
Town 1n Comps me, ſaw a Man the Bi- 


ſhop of Soiſſors ETS Confirmation, call'd 
German, whom all the Inhabitanrs of” the 
Place had known to be a Girl till two and 
twenty Years of Age, calld Mary. He 


was at the time of my being there very full .:- 


of Beard, Old, and not Married, who told 
us, that by ſtraining himſelf in a Leap, his 


male Inſtruments came out ; and the Maids 
. of that Place have to this day a Song, where- 


in they adviſe one another not to take too 
great Strides, for fear of being turred into 
Men, as Mary German was. It 1s no wonder 
if this ſort of Accident frequently happen; 
for-if Imagination have any Power in ſuch 
things, it 1s ſo continually and vigorouſly 
bent upon this Subje& , that to the end 
it may not ſo often relapſe into the ſame 
Thought, .. and Violence of Defire, it 


were better once - for all to give thele 
young Wenches. the Things they long for. - 
ch { 7 Bp Some 
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Some ſtick not to attribute the Scars of King 
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Dagobert, and St. Francis, to the Force 

Imagination 3 and it is ſaid, that by it Bo- 
dies will ſometimes be remoyed from their 
Places; and Celſws tells us of a Prieſt whoſe 
Soul would be raviſh'd into ſuch an Extaſte, 
that the Body would, for a long time, remain 
without Senſe or Reſpiration. St. Auguſtine 
makes mention of another, who, upon the 
hearing of any lamentable or- doleful Cries, 
would ' preſently fall into a Swoon, and be 
fo far out of himſelf, that it was in vain to 


call, hollow in his Ears, pinch, or burn him, 


till he yolantarily came to himſelf; and then 
he would ſay, that he had heard Voices as it 
were a-far off,and did feel when they pinchd 
and burn'd him : and to prove that this was 
no obſtinate Diflimulation in defiance of his 


Senſe of Feeling, it was manifeſt, that all the 


while he had neither Pulſe nor Breathing, 


'H Xa x Tis very probable, that Vifions, Enchant- 


ments, and all extraordinary Effe&ts of that 
—__ their Credit priveipally From 
the Power of Imagination, working and ma- 
king its chiefeſt kgieficn upon vulgar an] 
more ealſie Souls, whoſe Belief is fo run E- 
ly impos'd upon as to think they ſee what 
they do not: I am not ſatisfied, and make a 
very great Queſtion, Whether thoſe pleaſant 
Eigatures with which this *Age of ours is fo 
fetter'd, that there is almoſt no other Talk, 
are not mere voluntary Impreſſions of Appre-. 
Fo: | = henſion 
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ing } henſion and fearz far 1 know by experience, x x) 


Lf Ehap-20. Selgreur de Montaigne's Efays. 139 3 


in the Caſe of a particylay Friend of mine, 
ane far wham I can be as Reſponſible as for 
my felt, and a Man that cannot poſſibly fall 
under any manner of Suſpition of infufficien- 
cy, and as little of bejng enchanted, who 
having beard a Companion of his make a Re- 
ation of an unyufual Frigidity that ſurpriz'd 
him at a. very unſeaſonable time; being after- 
ards himſelf engagd upan the fame Ac- 
count, the Harror =x the former Stary on a 


= 


| ſudden fo Trangely poſlels'd his Imagination, 


Fae He FA the ſame Fartyne the other had 
done; and from that time forward (the ſcur- + 
yy Remembrance of his Diſaſter running in 
his Mind, and tyrannizing oyer him) was ex- 
reamly ſabje& to Relapſe into the ſame Mis- 
tortune, He found ſome Remedy, however, 
for this Inconvenience, by himſelf franckly 
confeſling, and declaring before-hand to the 
Party with whom he was to have to do, the 
Subjecion he lay under, and the Infirmity he 
was ſubje& to, by which means the Conten- 
tion of his Soul was in ſome ſort appeasd; 
and. knowing that now ſome ſuch Miſbeha- 
Vigur was expected from him, the Reſtraint 
upon thoſe Faculties grew lefs, and he leſs 


- fafferd by it, and afterwards, at ſuch times as 


he could be in no ſuch Apprehenſion, as not 
being about any ſuch A (his Thoughts be- 
ing then difengagd and free, and his Body 
being 1n its true and natural Eſtate) by _ 
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fing thoſe Parts to be handled and communj- 
cated to the Knowledge of others, he was at 
laſt totally freed: from that vexatious Infirmity, 
Aﬀer a Man has once done a Woman right, 
he is never after in danger of misbehaving 
himſelf with that Perſon, unlefs upon the ac- 
count of a manifeſt and excufable Weakneſs, 
Neither is this Diſaſter to be feard, but in 
Adventures where the Soul is over-extended 
with Deſire or Reſpeft, and eſpecially where 
we meet with -an.;unexpe&ted Opportunity 
that requires a ſudden and quick Diſpatch 
and in thoſe Caſes, there is no poſſible means 
for a Man always to defend himſelf from ſuch 
a Surprize as ſhall put him damnably out 
of /Countenance. And yet I have known 
ſome, who have ſecurd themſelves from 
this Miſchance by coming half fated elſe- 
where, purpoſely to abate the ardour of his 
Fury, and others, who by being grown old, 
find themſelves leſs impotent by being 
leſs able 3 and particularly one, who found an 
Advantage by being aflur'd by a Friend of 
his, that he had a Counter-charm againſt cer- 
tatn Enchantments that would defend: him 
from this Diſgrace. The Story it ſelf is not 
much amiſs, and therefore you ſhall have it. 


5+ « A Count of a very: great Family, and with 


whom I had the Honour to be very. familiar- 

ly intimate, _ Married to a ver _ 

Lady, who had formerly been pretended 
courted þ 


to, and importunately y one who 
| Was 
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was Invited to, and preſent at the Wedding, 
all his Friends were in very great Fear, but 


—— — 


the Suturez where, that it might the better 
remain firm, it was ſowed to a Ribban to be 
tyed under the Chin. A Foppery Couſin- 
German to this of which I am ſpeaking, and- 
by Jaques Pelletier, who liv'd in my Houſe, 
preſented to me for a fingular Rarity, and a 
thing of Sovereign Vertue. I had a fancy to' 
make ſome uſe of this Knack, and therefore” 
privately rold the Count, that he might poſ- 


' fibly run the ſame Fortune other Bridegrooms 


had ſometimes done; eſpecially ſome Per- 
ſons being in the Houſe, who no doubt 


would be glad to do him ſuch a Courteſte, 


but let him boldly go to Bed, for I 


'would do him the Office of a Friend, and 
| if need were, would not ſpare a Mira- 


cle 


Is 
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ck that it was in my Power to do, provided 
he would engage to me, upon his Horiout; 
b, to keep it to bitnſelf; and only when they 
A Cuſtom came to briftg hity his Cawdle, if Matrers had 
nano not gofie well with hit, to give mie fuch x 
the Bride- Sign, and leave = po 7 ap NO he had 

2 his Ears ſo batter'd, and his Mind ſo prepoſ- 

Condi in ſed with the eternal Tattle of this Buſinefs; 
of "ng that when tit came tot he did really find. him: 
hi we felf tied with the Trouble of his Imagination; 
ding night. and accordingly at the time appointed gave 
me t n. Whereupon, I whiſperd him in 
the Ear; That he thonld riſe whe Prodencd 
of putting us out of the Room, and after a 
jeſting manner pull my Nighit-gown from my 
Shoulders; throw it over his own, and there 
keep it till he had- perform'd what F had ap- 
pointed him to do, which was, that when 
we were all gone out of the Chamber he 

. ſhould withdraw to make Water, ſhould 
thfee times repeat ſich and fich Words, and: 
as often do ſuck and- ſuch A@ions: that at 
every of the three times he ſhould tye the 
RibbanTt put tato his Hand about his Middle, 
ahd be fure to place the Medal was faſtened 
to it (the Figures 1n ſuch a Poſture) exadtly 
uponi his Reins, which being done, and ha- 
ving the laſt of the three times ſo well girt 
and faſt tyed the Ribban that it couldineither 
untye nor ſlip from its Plate, let him confi- 
dently return to his Buſineſs, and withall-not 
to forget to ſpread my Gown uporr the my 
gd 
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ſo that it might be firs to cover them both. 
'Thefe ridiculous Circumſtances are the maitt 
of the Efe, our Fancy being ſo far ſeduced, 


as to believe, that ſo ftrange and uncouth 


Formalities muſt of neceſſity proceed from 


 fome abſtruſe Science. Their Inanity gives 


them Reverence and Weight. However, cer- 
tain it is, that my Figures approvd them- 
ſelves more Venerian Ion Solar, and the fair 
Bride had no reaſon to complain. Now I 
cannot _forbear to tell you, it was a ſudden 


Whimſey, mix'd with a little Curiofity, that 
made me do a thing fo contrary to my Na- 


ture 3 for I am an Enemy to all fabtle, and 
counterfeit  ACQions, and abommate all man- 
ner oF Fraud, though it be but for Sport; for 
though the Action may not be wicked in tt 
ſelf, yet 'tis done after a wicked manner. « 
Amaſis, King of Egypt, married Laodicea a 
marvellous beautifal Greek Virgin, who, tho 
famous for his Abilities elfewhere, found him- 
felf quite another Man with. his Wife,. and 
could by no means enjoy her; at which he 
was fo enrag'd, that he threatned to kill her, 
fuſpeting her to be a Witch. As 'tis ufual 
in things that conſiſt in Fancy 3 ſhe put him 
upon Devotion, who having ———_— | 


made his Vows to YVenxe, he found himſelf 


: divinely reſtord the very firſt Night after his 
- Oblations and Sacrifices Now in plain « # 


truth. Women are: to blame to- entertam us 


viith that dildainfuly coy, and angry Coun- 


tENAance 
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x 


guiſhes our. Vigour, as it kindles our Deſires 
which made the Daughter in Law of Pytha- 


goras to Tay, That the Woman who goes to Bed 
i Man nut; pat off ; her Modeſty with 
ber Petticoat, and put it on again with the 
- ſame. The Soul of the! Aſſailant being di- 


ſturb'd with many ſeveral Alarms, 1s cafily 
aſtoniſh'd, -and foon loſes the Power of Per- 
formance 3 and whoever the Imagination has 
once put this Trick upon, and confounded 
with the Shame of it, (and ſhe never does it 
but at the firſt Acquaintance, by reaſon Men 
are then more ardent and eager, and alſo at 
this firſt Account a Man gives of himſelf, he 
is mach more timerous, of miſcarrying) ha- 
ving made an ill Beginning, he enters into 
ſach Indignation and Deſpite at the Acci- 
dent, as will in following Opportunities be 
apt to remain, and continug@+him in the ſame 


F. 32,4 Condition. As to_what Goncerns Married 


People, having the Year before them (as we 
ſay) they ought never. to compell, or ſo 
much as to offer at the Feat, if Te do not 
find themſelves very ready : and it 1s better 
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tenance they , commonly. do, ' which - extin-' 


ECO We 8 


ntcntinge fail of handſ{elling the Naptial | 
an 


Sheets, of paying the Ceremony due to 
the Wedding-mght, when a Man perceives 
himſelf full of Agitation and Trembling, ex- 


| peQing another opportunity at a better and 


more private Leiſure, when his Fancy ſhall 
be better composd, than to make himſelf per- 
pets 


_ . \ 
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polleifion be taken, a man that knows himſelf 
{ubjet to this Infirmity, ſhould leiſurely and 
by degrees make ſeveral little tryals and light 
ofters, without obſtinately attempting at once 


to force an abſolute conqueſt over his own 
mutinous and indiſpogd Faculties; ſuch as 
know their members to be naturally obedient 
to their deſires, need to take no other care but 


. only to counterplot their Fancy. The indocile 


an rue aberry of this ſouryy Member, is ſaf- 
ciently remarkable, by its importunate, un- 
ruly, and unſeaſonable tumidity and impati- 
ence, at ſuch times as we havenothing for it to 
do, and by 1ts more unſeaſonable ſtupidity 


and diſobedience, when we ſtand-moſt in need 


| of his vigour, ſo imperiouſly conteſting the 


- authority of the Will, and with ſo much obſti- 


nacy denying all ſollicitation both of hand 
and fancy. And yet though his Rebellion is fo 
univerſally complain'd of, and that proofs are 
not wanting to condemn him, if he hadnever- 
theleſs feed me to plead his Cauſe, I ſhould 
peradventure bring the reſt of his fellow-mem- 
bers into ſaſpition of complotting this miſ- 
chief againſt him, out of pure envy at the im- 


* Portance, and raviſhing pleaſure particular to 


his Employment, ſo as to hive by Confedera- 
cy arm'd the whole World againſt him, by 
malevolently charging him alone with their 
common offence. For let any one contder, 
whe- 


perually miſerable, for having misbehav'd him- | 
xl; and been baffled at the firſt aſſault. Till + 
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whether there is any one Part of our Bodies 

that Joi ant alien relaſe:to yertbr Th On 

fice at the Precept of the Will, and that does 

not often exerciſe its FunGion in defiance of 

x) her Command. They have every one of them 

proper Paſſions of their own, that rouze and 
awake, ſtupifie and benum them, without 

our Leave or Conſent. How often do the 
involuntary motions of the Countenance dif- 
cover our inward Thoughts, and betray our 
moſt private Secrets to the Knowledge of the 

Standers by 2 The fame Cauſe that animates || | 

this Member, does alſo, without our Know- || | 
ledge, animate the Lungs, Pulſe, and Heart, 

the ſight of a pleaſing Object imperceptibly | 
diffuſing a Flame thorough all our Pane with 
a febrifick motion. Is there nothing. but 
theſe Veins and Muſcles that ſwell, and flag 
without the Conſent, not only of the Will, 

x) but even. of our Knowledge alſo? We do 
not command our Hairs to ſtand-an end; nor 
our Skin to ſhiver either with Fear or De- 
fire. "The Hands often convey themſelves to 
Parts to which we do not aired them. The 
Tongue will be interdi&, and the Voice 
(ncimer Taffdened when we know- not 
how to help it. When we have nothing to 
eat, and would willingly forbid it, the Ap- 
pa EE Drinking does not for 
all that forbear to ſtir up the Parts that are 
ſubjeed to it, no more nor leſs than the 

other Appetite. we were ſpeaking of, = = 
562? 0 ike 
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| We Jpginer floee as WO kave. us. 
he Vellels that ſerve to diſcharge the Belly 


have their Proper Dilatations and Compreſii- 
ons, without, and beyond our Intelligence, 


as well as thofe which are deſtind to purge 


the Reins. And that which to juſtifie the 


Prerogative of the Wil, 8. neu |, St. Auguſtine urges, 
of having Teen a Man who could command 
his Backitde to diſcharge as often together as 
he pleasd, and that Vives does yer fortifie 
with another Example 1n his tiine of one that 
could Fart in Tune, does nothing ſuppoſe 
any more pure Obedience of that Part; for 


is any thing commonly more tumultuary or 
indiſcreet ? To which let me add, that I my 


ſelf knew one To Tude and nngovern'd, as for 
forty Years. together made his Maſter-Vent 


with one continued and unintermitted Hur- 


ricane, and 'tis like will do till he expire 


that way, and vaniſh in his own Smoak. And 
I could heartily wiſh, that I only knew by 


Reading, how oft a Man's Belly, by the De- 
nial of one ſingle Puff, brings him to the ve- 
Lien of an exceeding painful Death 3 and 


the Emperour, who gave Liberty to let 
fly in all Places, had at the fame time given 


' us Power to do it. But for our Will, in 


Whoſe Behalf we prefer this Accufation, with 
how much greater Similitude of Truth may 
we reproach even her her felt with Mutiny 
and Sedition for her Irregularity and Diſobe- 


- dience? Does ſhe always will what we would 


| L 2 have 
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what we forbid her to will, and that to our 
manifeſt Prejudice ? Does ſhe ſuffer her ſelf 
any more than any of the other, to be go- 
vernd and directed by the Reſults of our 
Reaſon ? To conclude, I ſhould move 1n the 
Behalf of the Gentleman, my Clyent, 1t-might 
be confider'd, that in this Fact, his Cauſe be- 
ing inſeparably conjoyn'd with an Acceſlary, 
yer he is only call'd in Qgeſtion, and that by 
Arguments and Accuſations, that cannot be 


charg'd, nor refle& upon the other : whoſe 
Buſineſs indeed is ſometimes inoportunely to. 


mvite, but never to refuſe, and to allure af- 
ter a tacite and clandeſtine manner 5 and 
therefore is the Malice and Injuſtice of his 
Accuſers. moft manifeſtly apparent. But be 
it how it will, proteſting againſt the Pro- 


ceedings of the Advocates and Judges, Na- 


ture will, in the mean time, proceed after 


her own way : who had done but well, if the 


had endow'd this Member with ſome partict- 
lar Priviledge, The Author of the ſole immortal 
Work of Mortals, A divine Work according 
to Socrates, and of Love, Deſire of Immor- 
tality, and himſelf an immortal Damon. Some 
one perhaps by ſuch an Effe& of Imagination 


' Book 1. « 
have her to do? Does ſhe not often will | 


4 


may have had the good Juck to leave * that + 


behind him here in France, which his Com- 

panion who has come after, and behav'd him- 

ſelf better, has carried back with him into 

Spairr, And that you may ſee why mm - 
| ſuc 
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ach caſes require a mind prepar'd for the thing 


| - with, and prepoſſeſs before-hand their 
a 


under his hand; that he has known ſome with 


' accidents of his Diſeaſe: one of which-being 


they are todo. Why do the Phyſicians tam- 
tients credulity with many falſe promiſes 
of Cure, if not to the end, that the effet of 
imagination may ſupply the impoſture and de- | 
fe& of their Apoſeme ? They know very well, 3 
that a great Maſter of their Trade has given it! x << T1». 


whom the very ſight of a potion would work: 
hich E | 


w xamples of Fancy and Conceit come 


now into ary iead, by the remembrance of a 
ſtory was told me by a domeſtick Apothecary 
of my Father's, a blunt Swiſfe (a Nation not 
much addicted to vanity and lying) of a Mer- 
chant he had long known at Thoxlouſe,whobe- 
inga valetudinary, 8 much affliged yith Firs  . 
of the Stone, had often occaſion to take Cly- 
ſters,of which he caus'd ſeveral ſorts to be pre- 
ſcrib'd himby the Phyſicians,according to the 


one time brought him, and none of the uſual 


forms,as feeling if it were not too hot,and the 
like, being omitted, he was laid down on his 
Belly, the Syringe put up, and all Ceremonies 
performd;injection excepted after which,the 
'Apothecary being gone, & the Patient accom- 
modated as if he had really receiv'd a Clyſter, 
he found the ſame operation and effect that 
thoſe do who have taken one indeed 3 andif - 
at any time the Phyſician did not find the 
Operation ſufficient, he would uſually give 
L 3 him 
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him two or three more after the ſame manner. 


And the Fellow moreover (wore to me, that to 


ſave charges ( for he pay'd as if hehad really 
taken them) this ſick mans Wife, having ſome- 
times made tryal of warm Water oth: the 
effect diſcover'd the Cheat, and finding theſe 
would do no good, was fain to return to the 
old way. A Woman ancying {he had ſwallow'd 
apinina piece of Bread, cry'd out of an intol- 
lerable pain in her Throat, where ſhe thought 


ſhe felt it ſtick: ut.an ingenions Eeow that 
was brought to her, ſeeing no outward, Tu- 


mour nor alteration, ſuppoſing it to be only 
Conceit taken at ſome Cruſt of Breadthat 
had hurt her as/it went down, -cans'd her to 
vomit, and cunning]y, unſeen, threw a crooked 
Pin into the Baſon, which the Woman no 
oo oy, = _ ſhe had Tas it up, 

e preſently found her ſelf eas'd of her pain. 
I my ſelf _ a Gentleman, who having 
treated a great deal of good Company at his 
houſe, three or four dayes after brag'd in jeſt 
(for there was 55 Tack thing) that he had 
made them eat of a bak'd Cat; at which, a 
young Gentlewoman, who had been at the 
Feaſt, took ſuch a horror, that falling into a 
violent yomiting and. a Fever, there was no 
poſiible means to fave her. Even brute Beaſks 
are alſo ſubject to the force of Imagination as 


well as we 3 as is ſeen by Dogs, who dye of 
grict for the loſt of their Maſters, and are 
{een to queſt, tremble, and ſtart, as Horſes 
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"| will kick and whinney in their ſleep. Now 
OJ all this may be attributed to the affinity and 
lly | relation betwixt the Souls and Bodies of 
Te- | Brutes, but 'tis quite anothet thing when the 


he | their own patticular Bodies, but of others al- 
| ſo. And as ar! infeted Body communicates its 
l- | Malady to thoſe that approach, or live near 
it 8 it; as we ſee in the Plague, the ſmall Pox, and 
at 3 fore Eyes, that run through whole Families 
- | and Citi; 


. Myltdque' corporibus tranſitione nocent. 


Viewing ſore eyes, eyes tobe ſore arebrought, 

| AMT my ills y ills are ” tranſition caught. 
So the Imagination being vehemently agita- 
| ted, darts out Tnfetion capable of offending 
the ſtranger Objet. The Ancients had an 
opinion of certain Women of Scythia, that 
being animated and inrag'd againſt any one, 
they kild them only with their looks. Tor- 
toiſes and Oftriches hatch their Eggs with 
only looking on them; which infers, that 
their Eyes have in them fome ejaculative ver- 
tue. And the eyes of Witches are ſaid to be 

dangerous and hurtful. 


y | 

t Dam ſpeiFant oculi lefos, Ieduntur & ifs : Ovid. Amar, 
. + 20 

| 
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Neſcio quis teneros oculns mihi faſcinat ag- Vi. Ko 
. ki. - 


205J, 


L 4 | What 


he | Imagination works upon the Souls of ratio> ' 
le men; and fot _only to the prejudice of 
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Io 1412 for me:, but we experimentally ſee, that Wo- 
1 * men impart the Marks of their Fancy to the 


_- What Eye it 1s, I do not know, 
My tender Lambs bewitches ſo; 


Magicians are no very good Authority 


Children they carry in their Wombs 3, wit- 
nels her that was brought ' to Bed of a 
Moor : and there was preſented to Charles 
the Emperour, and King of Bohemia, a Girl 
from about Piſa, all over; rough ; and 
coverd with Hair, whom her Mother ſaid 
to be ſo conceiv'd by reaſon of a Picture of 
St. John: Baptiſt, that hung within the 
Curtains of her Bed. | It 1s the ſame with 


Beaſts, witneſs Jacob's ring-ſtreaked and 
ſpotted Goats, and Sheep, and the Hares 
dP 


- 


and 'Partridges that the Snow ' turns white 


ks DonYppon the Mountains. ' There was at my 


Houſe a little while ago, a Cat Teen watch- 


fg a Bird upon the top of a ree, who for 
ſome time mutually fixing their Eyes upon 


one another, the Bird at laſt let her ſelf 
fall as dead into the Cats Claws, either 
dazled and aftoniſh'd by the Force of 


her own Imagination, or drawn_by ſome 


attractive Power of the - Cat. Such as 
are addicted to the Pleaſures of the 
Field, have, T make no queſtion, heard the 
Story of the Faulconer, who having ear- 
neſtly fixd his Eyes upon a Kite - in 
the Ayr, layd a Wager, that.he would 
| bring 
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bring -her down: with- the-; ſole Power..af 
Sght,and did fo, as-it was faidg for the Tales 
L borrow, I charge upon; the Conſcences.of 


thoſe” from whom I :have;them. The! Dif - 


courſes are my own, and: found themſelyes 
upon. the Proofs. of Reaſon, -not of Expe- 
rience 5 to which every one has Liberty ta 
add his own Examples: and.who has none; 
(the Number. and Varieties of - Accidents 
conſfiderd') let hjm riot forþear to believe 
that theſe I ſet down are. enough: and, if: L 
do not apply them- well, let fome other 'da 
it for me. And: alſo in the. Subjects of 


' which I treat, vis, of our. Manners and Mo- 


tions, - the Teſtimonies and :nſtances T. pro- 
duce, how fabulous ſoever, provided they, 
are. poſſible, ſerve as well. as the true; whe- 


- ther it has really happen'd- or, no, 'at Roxe or 


at Paris, to Peter or John, 'tis ftill within the 
Verge of Poſſibility; and humane Capacity, 
which ſerves me-to.-good. uſe; and ſupplies 
me with Variety 1n the things I write. I ſee, 
and make my Advantage of it as well in Sha- 
dow as in Subſtance; and amongſt the vart- 


ous Examples I every where meet with in - 


Hiſtory , I cull -out ' the: moſt. rare and 
memorable to! fit my own Turn. There 
are ſome Authors whoſe. only. end ' and 
Deſign it is, to give an; Account of 
things that have hapned;z mine, if I could 
arrive unto it, ſhould be to deliver 
what may come to paſs, There is a juſt 

| | Liberty 


\ 
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254 - Sejzwenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book], | | 
Liberty allow'd- in the Schools, of ſuppoſing || * 
and contriving $i-zile's, when they are at 4 
Loſs for them ity their own Reading: I do 
not, however, inake any uſe of that Privi- | 

| ledge, and as to that Afﬀair in ſuperſtitious | | 
Religion ſurpaſs all Hiſtorical Authority. In | 
the Examples which I here. bring in, of what 
I have. heatd, 'read, ' done, or ſaid, I have 
forbid my felf 'to dare to -alter even the 
moſt light 'and indiffererit Circumſtances 
" Conſcience does not falſifie one Tittle, 
what. my Ignorance may do' I cannot ſay, 
And this it 15 that makes me ſometimes enter 
mto Diſpute with my own Thoughts, whe: 
ther or no, a Divine, or a Philoſopher, Men 
of ſo exaQt arid tender Wiſdom and Conſci- 
ence, are fit to write Hiſtory : for, how can 
they ſtake their Reputation upon the Publick 
Faith 2 how be reſponſible for the Opinions 
of Men they do not know? arid with what 
Affarance deliver their ConjeQures for cur- 
rent Pay ? Of Adtions perfortn'd before their 
own Eyes, wherein ſeveral Perſons were 
AQors, they would be unwilling to give 
Evidence upon. Oath before a Judge 3 and 
cannot be ſo familiarly and thoroughly. ac- 
quainted with any- for whoſe Intentions they 
would become abſolute Caution. For my 
part, I think it leſs hazardous to write things 
paſt, than preſent, by how much the Writer 
ts only to give an Account of things every 
one knows he muſt of neceffity borrow up- 

on 


on Truſt. I am ſollicited to write the Af- 
t 4 =” of my own Time, by ſome who fancy i 

ook- upon them with an Eye leſs blinded 
vi- | with Prejudice, - or. Partiality, than another, 
us | and have a clearer Infight into them'by'rea- 
In | ſon of the free Acceſs Fortune has given me 
as | to the Heads of both FaGtions : but they do 
ve | not conſider, that to purchaſe the Glory of 
he | Saluſt, I would not give my ſelf the Trouble, 
g's | being a ſworn Enemy as I arn to all Obliga- 
le, | tion, Afſiduity, and Perſeverance: . beſides 
y, | that,there is a6thing ſo contrary to my Stile, 
# | as a continued and extended Narrative, I ſo 
& {| often interrupt, and cut my ſelf ſhort in my 
1n | Writing only for want of Breath. I have nei- 


i- | ber Fancy, nor Expreſſion worth any thing, 
n | and am ignorant beyond a Child;of the Phra- 
k ſes, and even'the very Words proper to ex- 
s | preſs. the moſt common things 3 and for that 
t | Reaſon it is, that I have undertaken to ſay 
- | only what I can fay, and have accommoda- 
r ted my Subjed&t to my Force, Should I take 
a one to be my Guide, peradventure I ſhould 
| 


not be able to keep Pace with him, and in 

the Precipitancy. of my Career might deliver 

| Things, which upon better Thoughts, in my 
| own Pamper and accarding to Reaſon, 
| would be criminal, and puniſhable in the 
higheſt degree. Plimtarch would tell us of 

. What he has deliver'd to the Light, that it is 

the Work of others, that his Examples are 

all, and every where exactly true, that they 

_ are 
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are -uſeful 'to Poſterity, and ate preſented 
with a Luſtre that will Tight us the way to 
Vertue, -which was his Deſign : but it is not 
of ſo dangerous conſequence as in a Medi- 
ok Drugg, whether | an old oy: be fo 
or io. 


| 
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CHAP. XXL. als 
That the Profit of one Man is the Incoren; 


ence of ane. - 


Panvider the FRO condemn'd | F one 
. of his City, whoſe Trade it 'was to 
ſell the eceſlaries for Funeral Cefemo- 
nies, upon Pretence that he demanded un- 
mer the =: Profit, and that that Profit- could 


not 2ccrue to him, but by the - Death- of 


a great Number: of People. A Judgment 
thar appears to be 1} grounded, for as much 
CELL E ET 
made but at the Expence of another ; and 


that by the ſame Rule he! ſhould: *con- 
demn all manneri-of Gait of what kind 


foever. The Merchant only thrives, and 
grows rich, by the: Pride, Wantonneſs, and 


Debauchery of 'Youth 3 the - Husbandman 


by the' Price and Scarcity of Grain 3 the 
\cchite& by the Ruine of Buildings 3 Law- 


yers, and Officers of Juſtice, by the cory 
an 
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and. Contentions of Men ; nay, even the 
to | Honour and Office of - Divines are derivd 
not f from our Death and Vices. A Phyſician 
di- | takes no Pleaſure in the Health even of his 
ſo | Friends, Tays the ancient Comical Greek, nor 
a Souldier in the Peace of his Country, 
and ſo of the reſt. And, which is yet - 
worſe, let every one but dive into his 
own Boſome, and he will find his private . * 
Wiſhes ſpring, and his ſecret Hopes grow 
up at anothers Expence. Upon which Con- 
fideration it comes into my Head, that Na- 
ture does not in this ſwerve from her ge- 
neral Polity; for Phyſicians hold, that the 
Te | Birth, Nouriſhment, and Encreaſe of every 


© ' thing, is the Corruption and Diſſolution of 
)- | another. 

W} | 

d Nam quodcumque ſuis mutatum finibas exit, Luctet. l.2. 
ff Continuo hoc mors eft illims, quod fuit 
it ante. | 

h 

e& | ' For what from its own Confines chargd 
{ doth pals, 

, Is ſtraight the Death of what before it 
Was. 

[ 

| 
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+, CHAP. XXIL 
Of Cu , zz, and that we ſhould not eaſily change 


- 4 Law receiv 


[ & 

- » filom,who firſt invented the Story of a Toun- 
try-woman, who having accuſtomd her ſelf 
to play with, and carry a young Calf in her 
Arms, and daily continuing to da fo as it 
grew. up, obtain'd this by Cuſtom, that when | 
grown to be a-great Ox ſhe was ſtill able to 
bear it. For, in truth, Cuſtom 1s a yiolentand 

. treacherous School-miſtris, She, by little and 

little, ſhily, and unperceivd, flips in the foot. 
of her Authority, but having by this gentle 

.and humble beginning; with. the benefit of 

Time, fix'd and eſtabliſh'd it, ſhe then un- 
masks a furious and tyrannick Countenance, 
againſt which we have no more the courage 
or the-power ſo much as to lift pup our Eyes.” 
We ſee it at every turn forcing and violating 
the Rules of Nature : Uſas efficaciſſimus reruns 
omnium magiſter ; Cuſtom is the great Maſter of 
all things. I believe Plato's care in his Repub- 
lick, and the Phyſicians, who ſo often ſubmit 
the Reaſons of their Art to the authority of 

Habit ; as alſo the ſtory of that King, who by 

Cuſtom- brought his Stomach to that paſs, as. 

to live by Poiſon, and the Maid that Albertws 

reports 
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few World of the Indies, there were found 
preat Nations, and in very differing Climates, 
Who were of the ſame Diet, made provifion 


| of them, and fed them for their Tables ; as al- 


ſo, they did Graſhoppers, Mice, Bats and Li- 


zards; and 1n a time of ſcarcity of ſuch Ra- - 


rities, a Toad was fold for fix Crowns, all 
which they cook, and diſh up with ſeveral 
Sawces. There were alſo others found, to 
whom our Diet, and the Fleſh we eat were 


venemous and mortal. Conſuetudinis magna cicere Tube 
| 2# eft: PernoFant venatores in nive © in mon- 


tibus uri ſe patiuntur : Pugiles, Ceftibus contuſf, 
ne ingemiſcunt quidem. The power of Cuſtom 


1s yery great : Hunts-men will one while lye . 


out all night in the Snow. and another ſuffer 
themſelves to be parctyd in the Mountains 3 


and Fencers, inurd to beating, when bang'd 


almoſt to pulp with Clubs and Whirde-Bats, 


diſdain ſo much as to groan. Theſe are m_ | 


Examples, but yet they will not appear 
ſtrange if we conſider what we have ordina- 


' ry experience of, how much Cuſtom ſtupifies 
our Senſes z neither need we go tobe Gefd of 


what is reported of the Cataradts of Nile; and 


_ of what Philoſophers believe of the Muſick 


of the Spheres, that the Bodies of thoſe Cir- 
cles being folid and ſmooth, and coming to 
touch, and rub upon one another, cannot fail 
of creating a wonderful Harmony, the chan- 
ges and cadencies of which, cauſe the _— 
IT utions 
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- | reports to have liv'd upon Spiders; and in that 
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hearing Senſe .of all Creatures here badlow,; 
being univerſally, like that of the Egyptians, 
deaf'd,, jand-ſtupified- with, the continual 


Noiſe, cannpt; how great ſoever perceive it. 


Smiths, Millers, Pewterers, Forge-men, and 
Armorers,; could never be able to live in the 
perpetual Noile-of their own Trades, did: it 
ſtrike their Ears -with the ſame Violence that 


* it does ours. My perfum'd Doublet gratifies 
my own Smelling at firſt, as well as that of 
- Others 3: but after I have worn 1t three op 
four Days together, I no more perceyve it; 


but it is yet more ſtrange, that Cuſtom, not- 
withſtanding the long Intermifſions and In- 
tervals, ſhould yet have the Power to unite 


and eſtabliſh the Effe& of its Impreſſions np- 


on our Senſes, as is manifeſt in ſuch as live 
near-unto Steeples, and the frequent noiſe of 
the Bells: I my ſelf lye at home in a Tow- 
er, where every Morning and Evening a ve- 
ry great Bell rings out the Ave Marz, the 


Noiſe of which ſhakes my very Tower, and. 


at firſt ſeem'd inſupportable to me 3 but ha- 
ving now a good while kept that Lodging, I 
am fo us'd to't, that I hear 1t without any 
manner of Offence, and often without awa- 
king at it. Plato reprehending a Boy for 
playing at Come cilih Game, Then Te> 
prov'{t me (fays the Boy) for a very little 
thing : Cxſtom ( reply'd Plato) is no little 
Thing. Ard he was 1n the right 5; for 1 find 
£47 that 
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lations and -Dances: of the: Stars : but that the. 
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and Treaſon. 


that our principal Education depends upon 
the Nurſe. To 


| Mothers are mightily pleasd-to ; x FY 
ſee a Child writhe off the Nee of a Chicken, 6 


or to pleaſe it ſelf with hurting a Dog or a 


World, who look upon it as a notable Mark 
of a. Martial Spirit, when he hears his Son 
mil-call, or fees him domineer over a poor 
Peaſant, or a Lacquey, that dares not reply, 
gor turn again; and a great ſign of Wit when 
he ſees him cheat and over-reach his Play- 


flow by ſome malicious Trick of Treachery 
and Deceit 3 but for all that, theſe are the 


true Seeds and Roots of Cruelty, Tyranny, , 
They bud and put out there, Deceit 


cl, | Chap. 22. .- Seigneur de Montaigne's. Eſſays. * 161 =» 
| that our greateſt Vices derive their firſt Pro- * 3 
penſity from our moſt tender Infancy, and 


vV 


#54") 


and afterwards ſhoot up vigorouſly, and'9vght to 


be corre&- 


grow to a prodigious Bulk and Stature, be- ed in the 
ing cultivated and improv'd by Cuſtom: and _ 


It 1s a very dangerous Miſtake to excuſe theſe 
vile Inclinations upon the Tendernefs of their 
Age, and the triviality of the SubjeQ : firſt, 
it is Nature that ſpeaks, whoſe Declaration is 
then more ſincere, and inward Thoughts 
more undiſguiſed,-.as it is more weak and 
young : ſecondly, the Deformity of Couſen- 
age does not conſiſt, nor depend upon the 
Difference betwixt Crowns and Pins ; but 
merely upon it ſelf, for a Cheat is a Cheat be 
it more or leſs; which makes me think 1t 


more Juſt to conclude thus, Why ſhould he 
&2h M not 
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Cat 3 and ſuch wiſe Fathers there are in the x #4 4, ol 
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* Not cozen in Crowns ſince he does it in Ping, 

than as they do, who fay, they -only play 

for Pins, he would not do it if it were for 
#*) Money. Children ſhould carefully be in- 

ſtrated to abhor cven the Vices of their own 

—— 5 and the natural Deformit of 

thoſe Vices ought io to repreſented to 

them, that the nt not only avoid them m 

their Ations, bu eſpecially ſo to abominate 

them in their Hearts, that the very Thought 

ſhould: be hateful to them, with what Mask 

foever they may be gplliated or diſguisd. ] 

Xx) Know very well, for what concerns wy ſelf; 

| hat for having been brought g been brought up in my 
Childhood to a plain, and ſincere way of 
dealing, and for having then had an Averſ- 

on to all manner of jugling and foul Play in | 
 _ my Childiſh Sports and Recreations (and in- 
'fov i) deed it is to be noted, that the Plays of Chil- 
dren are not perform'd in Play, but are to 
| bejudg'd in them as their moſt ſerious Ati 
ons) there is no Game ſo ſma}l wherein from 
my own Boſome naturally, and- without ftu- 
dy or endeavour, I have not an extream 
Averfion for Deceit. I ſhnflle, and cut, and 
make as much clatter with rhe Cards, and 
| keep as ſtrict Account for Farthings, as it 

were for double Piſtols, when winning or 
loſing againſt my Wife and Daughter is ins 

different to me, as when I play in good-ear- || 

. neſt with others for the roundeſt Sums. At || 

2p 74 | all Tymes, and in all Places, wy own Eyes 


are 
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Chaps 32: Sergneur de 
ae ſufficient to look to my Fingers; I am } 
not fo narrowly watch'd by any other, nei- 
ther is there any I more fear to be diſcover'd 
by, or to offend. 
_ I aw the other day, at my own Houſe, a x 
little Fellow who came to ſhew himſelf for 
Money, a Native of Nazts, born without 
Arms, who has ſo well taught his Feet to 
perform the Services his Hands ſhould have 
done him, that indeed they have half forgot 
We ReHT Thins, and the uſe for which 
they were defiga'd 3 the Fellow too calls 
them his Hands, and we may allow him ſo to 
do, for with them he cuts any thing, charges 


* 


and; diſcharges a Piſtol, threds a Needle, 
I Sows, Writes, aid puts off his Hat, combs - 
| lys Head, plays at Cards and Dice, anq#U. . 


this with as much Dexterity as any other 
could do who had more, and more proper 
Limbs to affiſt him 3 and_the Money I gave 
him he carried away in_ his Foot, as we do 
in our Hand. TI have ſeen another, who be- 
ing. yet a Boy, flcuriſhd a two-handed 
word, and (it I may ſo ſay) handled a Hal- 
bert vvith the mere Motions and Writhing 
of his Neck and Shoulders for vvant of hands, 
tolt them into the Air, and catch'd them 
again, darted a Dagger, and crack'd a Whip 
as vvell as any Coach-man in France. But 


the Effe&s of Cuſtom are much more mani- 
- felt wn the ſtrange Impreſſions ſhe imprints 1n 
our Minds; vvhere ſhe meets yvith leſs Re- - 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


play. What his ſhe not the -Power to im 


poſe upon our Judgments-and Belief? Isthere' 


any | ſo fantaſtick Opinion (omitting the 


groſs Impoſtures of Religions, with which we 


ſee ſo many populous Nations, and ſo many 


underſtanding men, fo ſtrangely beſotted ; 


for this being beyond the reach of Humane 
Reaſon, any Error is more excuſable in ſuch 
as thorough rhe Divine Bounty are not en- 


dued with an extraordinary Tilumination' 
from above) but of other Opinions are there 


.-afny ſo ſenſeleſs and extravagant, that ſhe has 


Cicero d& exceeding juſt, Noz pudet Phyſicum, id eft 


not planted and eſtabliſhd for Laws in 
thoſe Parts of the World upon which ſhe 
NED pleaſed to exerciſe her Power ? 

therefore that ancient Exclamation was 


Nath Pele fpeculatorem, venatoremque nature, ab animis 


[9.3)s 


=) 5, 


conſuetudine imbutis querere teſtimonium veri- 
fatis 2 Is it notia Shame for a Philoſopher, 
that is; for an Obſerver and Hunter of Na- 


tare, to derive Teftimony from Minds pre-. 
poſſeſsd with Cuſtom ? I do believe, that no' 


ſo abſurd or ridiculous Fancy can enter 
into Humane Injagination, that does not 


meet with ſome Example of Publick Pra-. 


ice, and that conſequently our Reaſon 


Faſhion to turn their Backs upon him they 


does not ground, and ſupport it ſelf upon. 
There are Teople, amongſt whom it 1s the 


ſalute, and never look upon the Man they 
ECTS, FN intend 


Book [| C 
 ſiſtance, and has nothing ſo hard a Game to". 
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to". intend to honour. There is a place, where, 
m: | whenever the King pits, the greateſt La- 
Te 
he 
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dies of his Court put out their hands to 
receive 1t 3 and another Nation, where the 


| moſt eminent Perſons about him ſtoop to - 
take up his Ordure in a Linnen-cloth. Let 


us here ſteal room to inſert a Story. A French 
Gentleman, of my acquaintance, was alwayes 
; R — x » 

wont to blow his N Ex with his Fingers, ( a 


| _ very much againſt our Faſion) would 


juſtifie himſelf for ſo doing, and was a man 
very famous for pleaſant Repertees,who, up- 


on that occaſion, ask'd me, what Priviledge 


this filthy Excrement had, that we muſt car- 
ry about us a fine Handkerchief to receive 


It, and which was more, afterwards to lap it 


carefully up, and carry it all day about in 
our Pockets, which, he ſaid, could not but 
be much more nauſeous and offenſive, than 


to ſee it thrown away, as we did all other 


Evacuations. I found that what he ſaid was 
not altogether without Reaſon, and by being 
frequently in his Company, that (lovenly aCtt- 


-ON of his was at laſt grown familiar to me; 


which nevertheleſs we make a face at, when 


- we hear it reported of another Country. 


Miracles appear to be ſo, according to our 1g- 
norance.of Nature, and not according to the 
Eſſence of Nature. The continually being 
accuſtom'd to any thing,blinds the eye of our 
Judgment. Barbarians are no more a wonder 
to us, than we are to them; nor with any more 

| M 3 rea- 
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* reaſon, as every one would confeſs, if after 
having travell'd over thoſe remote Examples, 
Men could ſettle themſelves to refleft upon, | 
and rightly to confer them. Humane Reg; 
ſon is a Tin&ure equally infusd almoſt into I 
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Condition, who are 1nv1 


all our Opinions and Cuſtoms, of whar form 
ſoever they are, infinite in Matter, infinite 


1n Diverſity. - But I return to my Subject. 
x There are a People, where (his Wife and 


Children excepted) no one ſpeaks to the 
King but through a Trunk. In one and the 
ſame Nation the Virgins diſcover thoſe Parts 


that Modeſty ſhould perſwade them to hide, 


and the married Women carefully cover and 
conceal. To which, this Cuſtom 1n another 
Place has ſome Relation, where Chaſtity, but 
in Marriage, is of no Eſteem, for unmarried 
Women may proſtitute themſelves to as many 
as they pleaſe, and being got with Child, may 


lawfully take Phyſick in the fight of every 


one to deſtroy their Fruit. And in another 
Place, if a Tradeſman marry, all of the ſame 

— £ the Wedding, 
lye with the Bride before him; and the 
greater number of them there is, the greater 
is her Honour, and the Opiniorr of her Abi- 


« ity and Strength: if an Officer marry, 'tis the 


ſame, the ſame with a Nobleman, and fo of 


the reſt, excepting it be a Labourer, or one 


of mean Condition, for then it belongs to 
theLord of the Place to perform that Office 


. and yet a feyere Loyalty during Marriage is 
6b AMS. a Ras,” % 
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afterward 


with ſuch Contempt, that 


neur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


there are of Women for the Neceflities of 


\ Men; and alſo Marriages, where the Wives 


go to War as well as the Husbands, and not 
only ſhare in the dangers of Battel, but more- 


over in the Honours of Command. Others, . 


where they wear Rings not only through 
their Noſes, Lips, Cheeks, and on. their 
Toes, but alſo weighty Gymmals of Gold 
thruſt through their Paps and Buttocks : 
Where, in cating, they wipe their Fingers up- 
on their Thighs, Genitories, and the Soles 
of their Feet: Where Children are excluded 
and Brothers and Nephews only inherit; and 
elſewhere, Nephews only, faving in the Roy- 
al Family, and the Succeſſion of the Crown : 
where, for the Regulation of Community in 
Goods and Eſtates obſerv'd in the Country, 
certain Sovereign Magiſtrates have committed 
to them the univerſal Charge, and over-ſeeing 
of the Agriculture, and Diſtribution of the 
Fruits according to the Neceſſity of every 
one: Where they lament the Death of Chil- 
dren, and Feaſt at the Deceaſe of old Men : 
Where they lye ten or twelve in a Bed, Men 
od Thaie Wie together : Where Women, 
whoſe Husbands come to violent Ends, may 
marry again, and others not: Where the 


ſervile Condition of Women is look'd upon 
they kill all the 


M 4 native 


yt 
_—\ 167 E 
| ſtriily enjoyn'd. There is aplace « I, £1 | 
where Bawdy-houſes of Young-men are kept | _ | 
| for the Pleaſure of Women, as we know 
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native Females, and buy Wives of their Neigh- 
bours to ſupply their Uſe 3 Where Husbands 
may repudiate their Wives, without thewing 
any Cauſe, but Wives cannot part from their | 
Husbands, for what cauſe ſoever. Where Hus- | 


| afterwards pound them to a pulp, which 


they mix with their Wine, and. drink it; 
Where the moſt coveted Sepulture is to be 
eaten with Dogs, and elſewhere by Birds ; 
Where they believe the Souls of the happy - 
live 1n all manner of Liberty, in delightful 
Fields, furniſh'd with. all ſorts of Delicacies, 


- and that it 1s thoſe Souls, repeating the words 


we utter, which we call Eccho. Where they 


_ fight in the Water, and ſhoot their Arrows 


with the moſt mortal Aim, ſwimming 3 
Where, for a ſign of SubjeQion, they lift'up 
their Shoulders, and hang down their Heads, 
and put off their ſhooes when they enter the 


| King's Palace. Where the Eunuchs, who 


take charge of the Religious Women, have 
moreover their Lips and Noſes cut away, 
and diſguisd, that they may not be lov'd ;. 
and the Prieſts put out their own Eyes, .to 
be better acquainted, with' their Demons, 
and the better to receive and retain their 
Oracles ; Where every one creates to him- 
ſelf a Deity of what he likes beſt, accor- 
ding to his own Fancy ; the Hunter, a_ 
Lyon or. a Fox, the Fiſher, ſome certain 
| Fiſh, 


4 | Chap. 22,  Seigneur 
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Fiſh, and- Idols of every Humane ARion 
or Paſſion; in which place the Sun, the 
Moon,and the Earth are the principal Deities, 
and the form of taking an Oath is, to touch 


+the Earth, looking up to Heaven; and 


there both Fleſh and Fiſh 1s eaten raw; 
Where the - greateſt Oath they take 1s, to 
ſwear by the Name of ſome dead Perſon 
of Reputation, laying their hand upon his 
Tomb ; Where the New-years Gift. the 
King ſends every Year to the Princes, his 
Subjects, is Fire, which being brought, all 
the old Fire, is put out, and the neigh- 
bouring People are bound to fetch of the 
new, every one for themſelves, upon pain 
of Treaſon 3 Where, when the King, to 


betake himſelf wholly to Devotion, retires 


from his Adminiſtration, ( which. often falls 
out ) bis next Succeſſor. is obligd to do 
the ſame ; by. which means the Right of 


| the Kingdom devolves to the third in Suc- 


ceſflion z Where they vary the Form of 
Government, according to the ſeeming ne- 
ceflity of Afﬀairs ; Depoſe the King when 
they think good, ſubſtituting ancient men 
to govern in his ſtead, and ſometimes tranſ- 


ferring it into 'the hands of the Common- 


People 3 Where Men and Women are both 


 Circumciz'd and alſo Baptiz'd;Where the Soul- 
| dier, who in one, or ſeveral Engagements, 


has been fo fortunate, as to preſent ſeven of 
yt, the 
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Seignevy de Montaignes Ears. Book | | 
the Enemies Heads to the King, is made no- 
ble : where they live in that rare and fingy. 
lar Opinion of the Mortality of the Soul; 
Where the Women are deliverd without, | - 
Pain or Fear: Where the Women wear Cop- [4 
per Fetters upon both their Legs, and ifa ||. 
Louſe bite them, are bound in Magnanimity 
to bite them again, and dare not marry till 
firſt they have made their King a Tender of 
their Virginity, if he pleaſe tg accept it: 
Where the ordinary way of Salutation is by 
putting a Finger down to the Earth, and 
then pointing it up towards Heaven: Where 
Men carry Burthens upon their Heads, and 
Women on their Shoulders, the Women piſ- 
fing ſtanding, and the Men cowring down: 
Where they ſend their in token of | 
Friendſhip, and unſee the men they would 
nour, like Gods: Where not only to the 
fourth, but in any other remote Degree, Kin- 


 dred are not permitted to marry: Where the 
| Children are four Years at Nurſe, and ſome- 


P>1c| times twelve; in which Place alſo it is ac- 
RF Ir 


counted mortal to give the Child ſuck the 


firſt day after it is born: Where the Corre- 


Gion of the male Children is peculiarly de- 
fign'd to the Fathers, and to the Mothers of 
the Females z the Puniſhment being to hang 
them by the Heels in the Smoak: Where they 
eat all ſorts of Herbs, without other Scruple, 
than of the Tlneſs of the Smetl2 Where all 
things are open, the fineſt Houſes, and that 

Wo - 


> 
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are farniſhd with the richeſt Furniture, with- 
out Doors, Windows, Trunks, or Cheſts te 
Jock, A Thief being __ Lc" double to 
what they are 1n other Places: Where they 
p-i 4 crack Lice with ther Teeth like Monkeys, 
"a | .and abhor to ſee them kill'd with ones Nails: 
ty. 1 Where 1n all their Lives they neither cut their 
ill ok nor pare their Nails; and in another 
Place, pare thoſe of the Right-hand only, let- 

t: | ting the left grow for Ornatnent and Brave- 
y | Ty: Where they ſuffer the Hair on the right 
d [© fide to grow as long as it will, and ſhave the 
e | other; and inthe neighb'ring Provinces, ſome 
d { let their Hair grow long before, and ſome 
| behind, ſhaving cloſe the reſt: Where Pa- 
2 rents let out their Children, and Husbands 


their Wives, to their Gueſts to hire: Where | v, /\w- 2 | 


- - and Fathers make uſe of their own Daugh- 
ters, or ele Sons, Without Scandal or Of- 
fence: Where at their ſolemn Feaſts they in- 


f 
| |. a Man may get his own Mother with Child, 
: 


terchangeably lend their Children to oneano- 


| ther, without any conſideration of Nearneſs of 
| Blood. In one Place Men feed upon Humane 
| Fleſh, in another, 'ris reputed a charitable Of- 
fice for a Man to kill his Father at a certain 
Age 3 and elſewhere, the Faihers diſpole of 
their Children whilſt yet in their Mothers 
Wombs, ſome to be preſerv'd and carefully 


| 


brought up, and others thuy pyoſcribe either - 


to be thrown off, or made away. Elſewhere 
the old Huſbands lend tlicix Wives to Y oung- 
ortho: | w>4 
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men 3 and in another place they are in com- 
mon, without offence; in one place particu- 
larly, the Women take-it for a r= of Ho- , 
'nour to have as many gay fringd Taſſels at \| 
the bottom of their Garment, as they have} 
hin with ſeveral men. . Moreover, has not 
Cuſtome made a Republick of Women ſe. * 
parately 'by themſelves? Has it not put 
Arms into their Hands, made them to raife $ 
Armies, and fight_ Battels > and does ſhe 
not by her own Precept inſtru& the moſt 
_—_ Vulgar, and make them -perfett in * 
things which all the Philoſophy in the 
'World could never beat into the Heads of 


' 


1 
n 
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2, the wiſeſt men? For we know entire Na- 
| tions, where Death was not only deſpisd, | 


but entertain'd with the greateſt. Trumph ; | 
where Children of ſeven years old offerd } 
themſelves to be whip'd to death, without 
changing their Countenance 3 where Riches «| 
was in ſich Contempt, that the pooreſt 
and moſt wretched Citizen would not have 
deignd ro ſtoop to take up a Purſe of 
Crowns. And we know Regions very fruit- 
ful in all manner of Proviſions, where, not- 
withſtanding the moſt ordinary ' Diet, and 
that they are moſt pleasd with, is only. 


ſtom. moreover work that Miracle in Chzos, 
that of ſeven hundred Years it was never 
known, that ever Maid or Wife committed - 


any ad to the prejudice of her _— = 
| 0 


IF 
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n- | To conclude; there is nothing in my opi- 
u- { nion, that ſhe does not, or may not dos 
o- ,f and therefore with very good reaſon it is, 
at-f- that Pizdar calls her the Queen, and Em- 
veſ#preſs of the World. He that was ſeen to 
ot f beat his Father, and reprovd for ſo do- 
& 'f' ing, made anſwer, that it was the Cuſtom 
tt | of their Family; that in like manner his 


ſe & Father had beaten his Grand-father, his* 


e | Grand-father his great Grand-father, and this, 
t F fayes he, pointing to his Son, when he comes 
n '| to my Age, ſhall beat me. And the Fa- 
e {| ther, whom the Son dragg'd and hal'd-a- 
f I long the fireets, commanded him to ſtop at 
- | a'certain Door, for he himſelf, he ſaid, 
 #$ had draggd his Father no farther, that be- 
; '# ing the utmoſt limit of the hereditary In- 


| | folence the Sons us'd to praftice upon "the 
\ | Fathers in their Family. -It is as much by « @c 
++ Cuſtom as Infirmity, ( ſayes Ariſtotle = 


Women tear their Hair,- bite their Nails, 
and eat Coals, Chalk, and ſuch Traſh, and 
more by Cuſtom than- Nature, that 'men 
abuſe themſelves with one another. "The 
Laws of Conſcience, which we pretend: 
to be deriv'd from Nature, proceed from 
"Cuſtome 3 every one baving an inward Ve- 
neration for the Opinions and Manners, 
approvd and * receivd amongſt his own 
People, cannot without very great ' Relu- 


Rancy depart from them, nor apply himſelf - 
to- 
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1-5, to them. without applauſe. In times paſt; 
when thoſe of Creet would curſe any one 2 


t ray'd t \Gadsto engage them in ſome. P 


- + 


ftom. But-the privenng efie&. of the 


power of Cuſtom is, fo to ſeize and enſhare 


a1 
[it 
P 
0 
'e 
us, that it is hardly in our power to diſen- + x 
t 
P 
t 
t 
( 
| 


gage our ſelves: from its gripe 5 or lo to 
come to our ſaves, as to conlider of, and 
to weigh the things it enjoyns. To fay the 


truth, by reaſon that we ſack. it in with our. 


Milk, and that the face of the World pre- 


ſents-jt. {elf in this poſture to our firſt ſight, ; 
, 1s. ſecras as if we were, born upon condition; 
- to purſue this Praftice. 3 and . the common.: '| 
Fancics that we find in repute every. where. 


about us, and infusd. into: our Minds, with 


the Seed of our Fathers, appear to. be moſt. 


univerſal and genuine. From whence it 


comes to paſs, that whatever: is off the hinge” 


of Cuſtom, is believd to be. alfo off the 


hinges of Reaſon 3 and how-unreaſonably - 


forthe moſt part, God knows, If, as wewho 


ſtndy our ſelves, bave- learn'd to do, every: 


one who hears a good Sentence, would im- 
mediately conſider how it: does atiy way 


touch his own private Concern, every. one ; 


would find, that it was not ſo much a good 
Saying, as a ſevere Laſh to the ordinary Be- 


ſtiality of his own Judgment : but men te- / 


ceive the Precepts and Admonitions of 
Truth, as generally direfted to the Comnion 
Sort, and never particularly to A 
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and inſtead of applying, them to their own 
tanners, do only very 1gnorantly and un- 
profitably commit them to memory, with- 


' þ out ſuffering themſelves to be at all inſtru&- | 
ed, or converted by them 3 But let us re- 
"warn to the Empire of Cuſtom. Such Peo- 


e as have been bred up to Liberty, and 
bje& to no other Dominion but the autho- 
thority of their own Will, every one bein 


a Sovereign to-himſelf, or at leaſt govern'd Democras 
by no wiſer Heads than their own, do look © 
upon all other Form of Government as mon- Monarchy fl} 


© | ftrous, and contrary to Nature. Thoſe who 
. are inur'd to Monarchy do the ſame 3 and 


what opportunity ſoever Fortune preſents 
them with to change, even then, when with 


the greateſt difficulties they have diſengagd 


themſelves from one Maſter, that was tron- 
bleſome and grievous to thew, they pre- 
ſently run, with the ſame difficulties, to cre- 
ate another 3 being not able, how roughly 
dealt with ſoever, to hate the Government 
they were born. under, and the obedience 


Scythian after the delightful Fields of The/- 


faly. Darixs asking certain Greeks what they « \< & is. | 


would take'to aſſume the Cuſtom of the {z- 


0 


AC *" 


Lucret d.2 


thers, ( for that was their Ule,- believing 


they could not-give them a better, nor morg' 


noble' Sepulture;. than to bury them 1n their 


own Bodies) they made anſwer, That no-. 


thing in the World ſhould hire them to do 


itz. but having alſo tryed to perſuade the-. 


Indians to leave their barbarous Cuſtom, 


and,” after the Greek, manner, to burn the 


Bodies. of their Fathers, they _conceiv'd a 
much greater horropr at the motion. - Every 


- one does the ſame, 'for as much as Ule veils 


from us the true Aſpe& of things. 

Nil adeo magnum, nec tam mirabile quicquam 
Principio, quod non minuant mirarier omnes 
Paulatins, 2 


' Nothing at firſt ſo _ ſtrange appears, 
"Which by: degrees, Uſe in ſucceeding Years 


| * Renders not more familiar. 


” Taking upon me once to juſtifie ſome- | 
thing in uſe amongſt us, and that was re-. 
_ ceiv'd with abſolute Authority : for a'great | 


many Leagues round about us, and ngt con- 
tent,” as men. commonly do, to eſtabliſh it 
only by force of Law. and Example, but en- 


- quiring {till farther into its Original, I found 


the foundation ſo weak, that I who made it 
my buſineſs to confirm others, was very near 
being diſlatisfy'd my ſelf. *Tis by this Re- 


ceipt that Plato undertakes ta cure this un-' 


_ natural 
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dians, of cating the dead Corps of their Fa-- Þ- 
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y natural .and prepoſterous Loves of his Tine, 


g | which he eſtcems of ſovereigh Vertue ; name- 
'o' | ty, That the publick Opinion condemns them z 


'Fhat the Poets,and all other forts of Writers, 


> | relate horrible Stories, of them. A Recipe, 
0 | by vertue of which the moſt beautiful Daugh- 
e-j ters no more allure their Fathers Luſt 3. nor 
, | Biothers of the fineſt Shape and Faſhion their: :. 
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& | Siſters deſire. The very: Fables of Thyeſtes, © 


a | Oedips, and Macarexs, having with the © 


Harmony of their Song infus'd this wholſome, 
s | Opinion and Belief into the tender Brains of 


Tnfants, -Chaſtity is in truth a great and ſhi-- x 7 < r4es 


: 
Y 

$ 

- } fo much as to touch them, precipitate them- 
- Þ {elves into the Liberty and ProteQion of Cu- 
t | from: fach as will not ſuffer themſclves to 
- | be withdrawn from this original Source; do 
t || yet commit a-greater Error, and ſubmit them- 


ſelves to wild: and beaſtly Opinions; witneſs 
| | Chry/ppzs,, who in ſo many of his Writings 
& | has ſtrew'd the little Account he made of in- 


ceſtuous'ConjunQions, committed with how - 


near Relations ſoever. Whoever would diſ- 
engage himſclf from this violant of 
< #7 ok N Us 
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Cuſtam,wauld find ſeveral things receiv'd with 
abſolute and undoubting Opinion, that have | 
no;.other Support than. the hoary Head and 
rived/Face of ancient Uſe; and things be- 
ing. referr'd to the Decifion of Truth and Rea- 


. ſan, heiwill find his Judgment convinc'd and 


averthrawn, and yet reſtor'd to a mach more 
ſare' Eſtate. For Example, I ſhall ask him, 
what can be more: ſtrange than to ſee a Peo- 
ple,obligd to obey and pay a Reverence to 
Laws they never underftood, and to be bound 
in all their Affairs, both of private and pub- 


- lick; Concern, as Marriages, Donations, Wills, 


Sales, and Purchaſes, to Rules they cannot 
poſlibly know,” beiag neither writ nor pub- 
liſ'd 1n'their own: Language, and of which 


. they are of Neceſſity to purchaſe both the 


Interpretation and the Uſe? Not according: 
to. the. ingenious; Opinion of | Socrates, "who 
counfelFd his King: to: make the Trafficks and 
Negotiations of bes Sabjedts, free, frank, and 


J% f*)of Profit, to them, and their Quarrels and' 


Debates. burdenſome, and tart, and loaden' | 
with-, heavy Impoſitions and. Penalties; but 
by!a prodigious Opinion to make fale ofRea- 
ſon it: ſelf, and to allow: the Law a:courſe of 
Frafftick. : think my; ſelf oblig'd'to Fortune 
that (as' our:Hiſtorians: report) .it was a Gaſ- 
con; Gentleman, a;/Country-man of mine, who: 
firſt, oppos'd Charlkmain, when he attempted 
to impoſe upon us Latine and Imperial Laws: 
What can be more ſevere or unjuſt, than Jo 

| | ſee 
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 Ation 3 thoſe 74} Valour; thoſe 
2 


ſee-4i Nation; where; by lawful Cuſtom, the 
Office of a Judge isto boughtand fold, where 


Jadgmenes are paid for with ready Money, » 


and where Juſtice may legally be denied to 
biny that has not wherewithall to pay 5/ a 
Merchandize imn-ſo' great Repute, as in a' Go- 
vernment- to ferve a fourth Eſtate of wrang- 
ling'Lawyers; to: add to 'the-three ancient 
ones of the Church, Nobility, and People 
which fourth Eſtate, having the:Laws'in their 


| hands, and ſovereign Power over MensLives 


and Fortunes, make another ſeparate Body of 


Nobility : from:whence it comes to paſs, that « 4 £<g= =o | 


there/ are: double Laws, thoſe 'of Honour, and 


thoſe of Juſtice, 18 many things pofitively _ 


oppolite to. one another, the Nobles as rigo- 
roufly condemning a Lye taken, as the other 
do'a Lye revengd: By the Law of Arms, he 


ſhall-be degraded from all Nobility and Ho- 


nour.'who puts up an Affront; and by the 


Civit: Law; he who vindicates his Reputati- 
onby: Revenge mcurs a Capital Puniſhment: 
who. applies himſelf to the' Law for Repara- 
tion of an Offence done to. his Honour, diſ- 

aces himſelf ; and who does not, is cen+ 

rd and puniſh'd by the Law. Yet of theſe 
two ſo different things, both of them refer- 
ring; to one Head, the one has the Charge of 
Peace, the other of War : thoſe have the 
Profit, thefe the Honour z thoſe the Wiſdom, 
theſe: the Vertue; thoſe the Word, theſe the 
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Reaſon | theſe Force, thoſe ' the log Robe, 
theſe-the ſhort divided betwixt them, if 

For what concerns indifferent things, as 
mn from their 
trae.and real uſe, which 1s the Bodies Service 
and Convenience, and upon which their ori- 
ginal Grace tid Decency "depend, for: the 
moſt fantaſtick, 'in my Opinion, that can be 
imagin'd ? I; will inſtance amongſt others, our 


flat Caps, that Tong Tait of Velvet that hangs 
down from-our Nome Heads, and that la(- 
civious and:abominable model of a Meinber 
we: cannot in Modeſty ſo much as natne; 
which nevertheles we ſhamefully ſtrut: withs 
ll ;in  publick. | Theſe Conſiderations -not- 
withſtanding will not preyail-upon any un- 
detſtanding Man to declinie:-the: common 
Mode; but on the contrary, methinks all ſin- 
gular -and particular Faſhions are rather 
marks; of Folly and' vain AﬀeGtion, than-of 


ſound Reaſon, and that a wiſe man ought 
within to withdraw and” retire his Soul from 
the Crowd, and there keep it at Liberty, and 
in Power to judge freely. of 'things 3 but as 
to this outward Garb and Appearance, -abſo- 
ately to follow . and conform himſelf to 
the. Faſhion of the eee | Publick -'Socie- 
ty . has nothing to do with our Thoughts, 
FEE 2” our Actions, our Laboyrs, 
our Fortunes, and our. Lives, we are. to 
lend and abandon them to: the common 
Opinion and' Pablick Service, as: did that 
| good 


LJ Chap. 23. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


be, 


” _—_ 


7”. n tho RS SS 4 « 


good and great Socrates who refusd to pre- 
Gs his Life by a Diſobedience to the Ma- 
giſtrate, though a very wicked and unjuſt 
one: for it is the Rule of Rules, and the 
general Law of Laws, that every one obſerve 
thoſe of the Place wherein he lives, 


{ J Yy I; hy 3 / , / 
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- The Countries Cuſtoms to obſerve 
Is decent, and does Praiſe deſerve. 


Beſides, it is a very great doubt, whether any 


ſo manifeſt Benefit and Advantage can accrue 


191 
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from the Alteration of a Law or Cuſtom re- - 


ceiv'd, let it be what it will, as there 1s Dan- 
ger and Inconvenience in doing it ; foraſ- 
much as Government is a Structure compos'd 
of- ſeveral Parts and Members joyn'd and 
united together, with ſo ſtrict Affinity and 
Union, that_1t_1s almolt_1apoliile to ſtir 
ſo much as one Brick or Stone, but the 
whole Body will ſettle and be ſenfible of 
it. The Legiſlator of the Thurians or- 
daind, That whoſoever would go about 
either to aboliſh old Laws, or to eſtabliſh 
new, ſhould preſent himſelf with a Hal- 
ter about his Neck to the People, to the 
end, that if the Innovation he would intro- 


duce ſhould not be approvd by every 


one, he might immediately be hang'd; and + 


that of the Lacedemonians made 1t the 
Ss. |  N 3 Buſt- 


" Orid. in 
Ep. 
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. Buſineſs of his whole Life, to obtain from hig 


Citizens a faithful Promiſe, that none of hig 
Laws ſhould be violated. The Ephorws who 
ſo rudely cut the two. Strings that” Phryzje 


| had added to Muſick, never ſtood to examine 


whether that Addition made better Harmo- 
ny, or that by that means the Inſtrument was 
more full and compleat 3 it was enough to 
him to condemn the Invention, that it was 
a Novelty, and an Alteration of the old Fa- 
ſhion. Which alſo is the Meaning of the old 
ruſty Sword carried before the Magiſtracy of 
Marcelles, For my own part, I have my ſelf 
a very great Averſion for Novelty, what 
Face, or what Pretence ſoever it may carry 
along with it, and have reaſon, having been 
an Eye-witneſs of the great Inconveniences 
it has producd. A man cannot, I confeſs, 
truly ſay, That the Miſeries, which for ſo ma: - 
ny Years have lain ſo heavy upon the King- 
dom of France, are wholly occaſion'd by it ; 
but a Man may ſay, and with colour enough, 
that 1t has accidentally produc'd and begot 
both the Miſchiefs and Ruines that are ſince 
continued both without and againſt it, and it 


principally that we are to accuſe for theſe 
Diſorders. | 


Heu patior telis uulnera fafa meis. 


Alas! the Wounds I now endure 
Which my own Weapons did procure. 


They 
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ho | Ruinez the Fruits of publick Commotion are , 
2s | fſcldom enjoy d by him who was the firſt Mo- ) 
ne { tor, he only troubles the Water for anothers 

o- | Net, and beats the Buſh whilſt another' gers 

as | the Hare. The Unity and Contexture of . 

to | this Monarchy, having been manifeſtly in her 

as | old Ape ripd and torn by this thing call'd 

a- | Innovation, has ſince laid open a Rent, and 

Id given ſufficient Admittance to the like Inju- 

of | ries in theſe latter Times. The Royal Maje- 

If | fty does with greater Difficult ſtoop and de- 

it | baſe it ſelf from the height to the Middle, 

y | than it falls and tumbles headlong from the 

n | Middle to the Foundation. But if the Inven- 

s | tors did the greater miſchief, the Imitators 

K are more vicious, to follow Examples of 

- | which they have felt, and puniſh'd both the 

- | Horror and the Offence. And if there can be 

5 any degree of Horror in ill doing, theſe Jaſt 

are indebted to the other for the Glory of 

t contriving, and the Courage of making the 
[ 


firſt Attempt. All forts of new Diſorder ea- 
lily draw. from this primitive and over-flow- 
ing Fountain, Examples and Preſidents to 
trouble and diſcompoſe our Government. We 
read jn our'very Laws made for the remedy 
of this firſt Evil, the Beginning and Preten- 
Ces of all forts of naughty Enterprizes 3 and 
m favour of publick Vices, give them new 
and more: plauſible Names for their Excuſe, 
| N 4 {weet- 


TEIR- 
LIED 
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- .. *ſweetning and diſpuiſing their true Tirles, 

which muſt be done to win forfooth, and || } 

_ +, reclaim us, Honeſta oratio eft: but the beſt Þ / 
2 '7o * Pretence for Innovation is of very_dangerous 


i 
Conſequence 3 and - freely to ſpeak 'my || 
1 © wy | 
' 
| 
| 


| p<) it argues methinks a Trrange ſelf 
Z Love, and a great Preſfumption of a Man's 
E. ® ſelf, to be ſo fond of his own Opinions, that 
a publick Peace muſt be overthrown to eſta- 
bliſh them, and to introduce ſo many inevi- 
table Miſchiefs, and fo dreadful a Corruption 
of Manners, as a Civil War, and the Muta- 
tions of State conſequent to it, always brings 
in its Train; and to_introduce_them in a - 
thing of ſo high Concern, into the Bowels 
«of a Mans own Country. Can there be 
worſe Huſbandry than to ſet up ſo many cer- 
tain and detected Vices againſt Errors, that 
are only conteſted, and diſputable whether 
they be ſuch or no? And are there any worſe 
ſorts of Vices than thoſe committed againſt 
a mans own Conſcience, and the natural 
Light of his own Reaſon > The Senate, 
upon the Diſpute betwixt it and- the Peo- 
ple about the Adminiſtration of their Re- 
ligion, was bold enough to return this Eva- 
fion for current Pay : Ad Deos, id magis 
quam ad ſe pertinere; ipſos viſuros, ne ſacra 
Jua polluantur : That thoſe things more belong | 
to the Gods to determine, than to them, let 
them therefore have a care their ſacred-My- 
| ſteries were not prophand : : according 
to 
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ans, in the Median War, enquir'd of Apel. 
lo, how they ſhould ds of oo 
Treaſure of his Iemple, whether they ſhould 
hide, or remove 1t to ſome other Place ? He 
return'd them Anſwer, that they ſhould ſtir 
nothing from thence, and only take care of 
themſelves, for he was ſufficient to look to 
what belong'd to him. Chriſtian Religion 
has all the Marks of the utmoſt Utility and 
Juſtice: but none more manifeſt than the ſe- 


vere Injunction it lays indifferently upon 
all fo yield abſolute Obedience to the Civil 


Magiſtrate, and to maintain and defend the 
Laws : of which, what a wonderful Ex- 
ample has the Divine Wiſdom left us, who, 
to work and eſtabliſh the Salvation of 
Mankind, and to condud this his glorious 
Victory over Death and Sin, would do it 
after no other way, but at the Mercy of 
our ordinary forms of Juſtice, ſubmitting 
the Progreſs and Ifſue of fo high, and fo ſa- 
lutiferons an Effe&, to the blindneſs, and in- 
juſtice of our Cuſtoms and Obſervations, 
pnding the innocent Blood of ſo many of 

is Elect, and fo long a loſs of ſo many Years 


'-to the maturing of this inffftimable Fruit ? - 


There is a vaſt difference betwixt the Caſes of 
one that follows the Forms and Laws of 
his Country, and another that will-under- 


take to , regulate and change themz of 
K-16 | which 
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to that the Oracle anſwer'd to-thoſe of Del. x -v < g* (&) 
phos, who, fearing to be invaded by the Per. _ ws 


£ Pt) | 
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2: - which the firſt pleads Simplicity, Obedi. 
| ence, and Example for his Excuſe, who, what 
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ever he ſhall do, it cannot be imputed ta | 


Malice, 'tis at the worſt but Mifortune, 

Cicerode Quis eft enim, quem non moveat clariſſumiz 
Divin. 1. monumentis teftata, conſignataque antiquitas ? 
For who is it that Antiquity, ſealed, and at- 

teſted with ſo many glorious Monuments 

cannot move ? Beſides what Iſocrates ſays, 

that Defe& is nearer allyd to Moderation 

than Exceſs. The other is a much,more ruf- 

c «g'93 « fling Gameſter : for whoſoever ſhall take 
upon him to chooſe, to alter, and uſurp 

the Authority of Judging, ought to look 

well about him, Be Ss It Fis Buſineſs to 
diſcover the Defe&t of what he would abo- 

liſh, and the vertue of what he is about to 

- introduce. This fo eafie, and fo vulgar con- 


fideration, is that which fetled me in my IJ 


Station, and kept even my moſt extravagant 

and ungovernd Youth under the rein, 4 as 

not to burthen my Shoulders with ſo great 

a weight, as to render my (elf refponſible for 

a Science of that importance 3 and in this to 
dare, what in my better, and more mature 
Judgment, I durſt not do in the moſt eaſe, 

and indifferent things I had been inſtrufted 

in, and wherein the temerity of judging is 

. , of no conſequence at all. It ſeeming tome 
*) | very unjuſt to go about to Tubject publick 
and eſtablifh'4 Cuſtoms and: Inſtitutions; to 
the weaknefs, and inſtability 'of a __— 

| all 


ad particular Fancy, (for private ig 


' that upon the Divine, which.no Governaene 


will endure 'a Man ſhould do upon the Cj- 
vil Laws. With which, though humane Rea- 
ſon has much more Commerce, than with 
the other 5 yet are they ſovereignly-judgd 
by their own proper Judges, and the utmoſt 
ſufficiency, ſerves only to expound; - aud fec 
forth the Law, and Cuſtom receiv'd, and nej- 


ther to wreſt it, nor to introduce any, thing | 
of Innovation. And if ſometimes the Diyine * 


Providence have gon beyond the Rules, -to 


which it has'neceſlarily bound, and. oblig'd 


us Men it isnat togive us-any Diſpenſation 
tq do the fame 3 thoſe are only maſter ſtrgaks 
of the Divine hand, which. we are not-to 
imitate, byt admire, and extraordinary Ex- 
amples, marks of purpasd, and particular 
Teſtimonies of Power, of the Nature of Mi- 
racles,. preſented before us for Manifeſtations 
of itfAlmighty Operation, equally above 
both our Rules and Forces, which it would 
be Folly, and Impiety to. attempt to repreſent 
and imitate 5 and that we ought not to fol- 
low, but to contemplate with tbe greateſt 


| Reverence. and Aſtomiſhment. Arts proper 


for his Perſon who has Power to do them, 


- and not for us. Cotta very opportunely de- 


clares, that when Matter of Religion bs in 
queſkion, he will be govern'd by [. Corun- 


£anyr, P. Scipio, P. Scevola, who were the 


high 


WD RT OI TS 2 668; 5.2 - I rr > a aa 2: GA ed En Cad a ES 51 " 5 . , 
mm ts o ON bees 123 is pl X + v Dy « hes . VA o Fj *, th) Re II COR” ae POR 4 < 
ned. + 4 : £ WS ; F 2 s& Bp OE TREES Marys ns IG I "'"S 
ay 44 . ; ; 2 
=, x84 4 Y % - by 
pL ; 1 5 £5 . >. a 
wr IR ay y > 
: P. b ty 
" pe Py 4 8 
1 . * . 
i» . 3 ; -——% 
T. + : . ; s-- s | I | 
.” F : # + - ; " , l 0 - 
” - 
s 


"IT = _—_— d% Po 
Ho \—_ - ut 
EET . 
* £42 Ls F4 = od. 


| 188 — Seigntnr de Montaigrie's Eſays. © Book 


High Prieſts; and not by Zero, Cleaithes, gy 
Chryfitpes, whowerePhiloſophers. God knows 
in the preſent Quarrel of our Civil War, 
where there are a bundred Articles to daſh 
out and to put in, and theſe great and very 
confiderable ones too, how many there are 
who can truly boaſt, they have exactly and 
perfectly weigh'd and underſtood the grounds 
and Reaſons of the one and the other Party, 
Tis a Number (if it make any number ) 
that would be able to procure us very little 
Diſturbance : but what becomes of all 
the reſt, under what Enfigns do they march, 
in what Quarter do they lye ? Theirs 
have the ſame Effe&t with other weak and 
ill apply'd Medicines, they: have only ſet 
the Humours they would Purge, more .vi- 
olently in working, ſtirrd and exaſperated 
them by the Confli, and left them ſtill be- 
hind. The Apoſeme was too weak to 
Purge, but ſtrong enough to weaken us ; 
ſo that it does not work, but we keep it 
ſtill in our Bodies, -and reap png 


from the Operation but inteſtine Gripes and 


Dolours ; ſo it 1s nevertheleſs, that Fortune 
ſtill reſerving her Authority in Defiance 


of whatever we are able to do or ſay, 


does ſometimes preſent us with a Neceſlity fo 
urgent, that 'tis requiſite the Laws ſhould 
a little yield, and give way3 and when 
one oppoſes the Encreaſe of an Innova- 
4 | tion 
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tion that: thus intrudes it ſelf by Violence, 
to keep'a Man's ſelf info doing in all Pla- 
ces, and- 1n -all things; within - the. Bounds 
and Rules preſcrib'd, againſt thoſs who have 
the Power, and to whom all Things are 
lawful, that may any way ſerve to w Afi 


their Deſign, who . have no other Law: nor 


Rule but what ſerves beſt to their own Pur- 
poſe 3 is a dangerous Obligation, and an in- 
tolerable Inequality. | 


, Aditum nocendi perfido preflat fides. 


And gives to Treachery a Power to harm. 


- Foraſmuch as the ordinary Diſcipline of 


a healthful State does not provide againſt 
theſe extraordinary Accidents, ſhe preſuppo- 
ſes a' Body: that ſupports it ſelf 1n its prin- 
cipal Members and Offices, and a common 
Conſent / toits' Obedience and Obſervation. 
A legal Proceeding is cold, -heavy, and con- 
ſtrain'd, and'not fit to make Head againſt 2 
head-ſtrong and unbridled Proceeding. Tis 
known 'to | be - to this day caſt in the 
Diſh of thoſe two great Men, OfZavies 
and Cato, in the two Civil Wars of Scyl- 
la and Ceſar, that they would rather ſut- 
fer their Country to undergo the laſt Ex- 


 tremities, | than to relieve their Fellow- 


Citi- 
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Seneca in 
Ocedip. AR, 


$o ſimple Truth does her fair Breaſt diſarm, 3 *** "+ 


«2p%H (®) | 
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_  Gtizeos\at/ the Expence of its Laws, or to 
" , be/guilty of any kinovation; for/in truth, 
&X) laſt Nec t where there 1s .no: other 


Remedy, 1: world  peradventure be more 
diſcreetly done, to- fttoop,, and yield a little 

to _—_ the hs oppoling with» 

out Poſſibility or: doing. any good, to give 
occalion to Violence to trample i —_ 

foot, and better:to make the Laws:do what 

they can, when they cannot .do-'what they 

- would. After this manner did he who ſuf: 
 pended.thiem for four\and:twenty Hours, and 

he who for once ſhifted a Day in the Calen- 

| dar; and; thav other who. in'the; Month! of 
X) 1 June:made/2:Second of May. | The: Lactd. 
2:0tians themſelves, who were ſo religious 
Obſervers of the: Laws ob ther: Country, be- 

ng PraitgedÞ + one.of: their own Edits, by 

ah] it was exprdlly forbidden tor. choofs 

the ſame Man: to be. Admiral, and. onr the 

other: ſide, their Afains neceflarily requiring; 

that; Lyſander ſhould: again take upon bin 
that:Command,, they; made one Araft#s'Admi\ 
ral;'cistrue, .bus wiball, Lyſarder:-wentiSu: 
j perintendent of the, Navy: : And bythe ſame 
” X) Snbtilty and Equiivoeation, cod abihets: Jes 
rs being ſene-to the Atheriiarnrtaiob: 

tain/ the Revocatian of: fome: Decree, and 
Pericles remonſtrating to: him; that it was 
forbid' to- take: away: the Tablet. wherein. a 
Law'had once bean engrofyd;. he advisd him 

to: turn 1t only, that being not forbidden at 
all ; 
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that being born-to Command, | he knew how. ©3 
do it, not only according to: the Lays, 

bat alſo to. over-rule even the Laws them 
ſelves, when the publick Neceſlity fo requir'd. . 


_— —— 
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& f . . Various Events from the ſame Connſel. 


—— 


of | J* one day related to me this Story,much to 
the'Honour of a Prince of ours (and ours he 


Aques Amiot, great Almoner of F rance, \ Z {uh (x) | 


6 { is upon ſeyeral very good Accounts, thongh 
-. | originally of Foreign ExtraQion) that in the 


y | me of our firſt Commotions at the Siege of 
& || Lover, this Prince, having been advertisd 
by the Queen-Mother of a Conlpiracy againſt 


s his-Life, and in her Letters particular notice 
5 | being given him of the Perſon who was to 
. | execute the Buſineſs, ( who was a Gentleman 


, | of Arjon, or elſe of Mayne, and who to this 
Effet did frequently haunt this Prince's 
Houſe) diſcoyer'd not a Syllable of this In- 
telligence to any. one whatever, but going 
the next day to- St. Katherines Mount, from 
whence our Battery play'd againſt the Town 

- (for it was during the Time of a Siege) and 
having in Company with him the ſaid Lord 
Almoner, and another Biſhop, he was pre- 
$5 ſently 
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ſently aware of this Gentleman,who had been 
denoted to him, and prefently .caus'd him to 
be. call'd to; his. Preſence 3*to whom, being 
come before him, ; ſeeing him-pale, and trem- 
| bling with the Conſcience of his Guilt, he 
thus ſaid, Mozſieur ſuch a one,. You already 
grefs what T have to ſay to you, your Counte- 
nance diſcovers it, and therefore 'tis in vain to 
diſeniſe your PraFice; for Tam ſo well inform'd 
of your Buſineſs, that it will but make worſe for 
you, to go about to conceal or to deny it: you 
know very well ſuch and ſuch Paſſages, (which 
were the molt ſecret Circumſtances of” his 
Conſpiracy) and therefore be. ſure, as you tert- 
der your own Life, to confeſs to me the whole 
Jruth'of your Deſign. The poor Man feeing 
himſelf thus trap'd, and convincd (for the. 
whole Bufineſs -had been. diſcover'd to the: 
Queen-by one of the Complices) was 10 ſuch 
a Taking, he knew _not-'what to do; but 
jpyning his Hands to beg -and-ſne for Mercy, 

e meant to throw himſelf at this Prince's 
Feet, ' who taking him up, proceeded to ſay, 
Come on Sir,' and tell me, have I at any time 
beretofore done you any Injury? or have. I, 
through my particelar Hatred or private Malice, 
offended arty Kinſman or Friend of yours 8. It 
3s not above three Weeks that I hguve known: 
you; What Inducement then could move you to ' 
attempt my Deaths To which the Gentleman, 


with a trembling Voice, reply'd, That it was. 
20 particular Grudge he had to his Perſon, but 
| | the 


general Intereſt and Concern _ of his Party, 
4nd that he had been put upon it by ſome who 
had perſwaded him it would be a meritorious 
AG, by any means to extirpate ſo great and ſo 
powerful an Enemy of their Religion. Well, 
ſaid the Prince, I will now let you ſee, how 
grnch more charitable the Religion 7s that I 
maintain,than that which you profeſs ; 1ours has 
perſwaded you to kill me, without hearing me 
ſpeak, and without ever having given you any 
cauſe of Offence, and mine commands me to for- 
give you, convid as you are, by your own Con- 
feſſeon, of a Deſign to murther me without 
Reaſon. Get you gone, that [ ſee you nv more; 
ne you are wiſe, chooſe henceforward honeſt= 
er Men for your Counſelors in your Deſigns, 
The Emperour Aug»ft#s, being in Gavle, had 
certain information of a Conſpiracy L. Crinna 
was _contriving _ againſt him, + who there- 


Upon reſolvd to make him an Example z 


and to that end ſent to ſummon his Friends 
to_meet the next morning in Counſel z but 


the night between he paſt over with great 
unquietnels of Mind, conſidering that he 


was to put to death a young man, of an il- 
luſtrious Family, and Nephew to the great 
Pompey, which made him break out into ſc- 
veral ejaculations of Paſtion ; What then, 
ſaid he, Shall it be faid, that T ſhall live in 
perpetual Anxiety, and continual Alarm, 
and ſuffer my Aſſaſſinates in the mean time to 
walk abroad at Liberty ? Shall he go unpu- 


O iſhed 
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niſhed after having confpir'd apainſt my Life, 
a Life that 1 bak inks Fefeted in'ls 
| rhany Civil Wars, and fo many Battels both 
by Land and Sea? And after having fſetled 
the Univerſal 'Peace of the whole World; 
ſhall this man be pardoned, who has confpi- 
red 'not only to Murther, but to Sacrificenie? 
For the Confpiracy was to kill him at Sacri- 
fice. After which, remaining for ſome time 
ſilent, he re-begun louder, and ſtrainin 
his Voice more than before toexclaim again 
himſelf, and fay, Why liv'ſt 'thou ? Tt it be 
for the good of many that thou ſhould'ſt Dye?. 
muſt there be no end of thy Revenges and 
Cruelties ? Is thy Life of fo great valne, that 
fo many Miſchiefs muſt be done to preſerve 
it 2 His Wife L774, ſeeing him in this per- 
plexity; Will you take a Womarrs Counſel, 
ſad ſhe? Do as the Phyſicians do, who, 
wer C_ Recipe's will do yo good, 
make 'Tryal 'of the contrary. By ſever 
yu ve hithertd prevail d nothing 3 TT 

as follow'd Savidzenys, Myrena _—_— 
Cepio Murena, and Egnatizs Cepio. pin 
now, and try how Sweetneſs and Clemeticy 
will ſucceed. 'Cizra 1s convict, forgive him, 
he will never benceforth have the Heart to 
hurt thee,and-it will be an Act of Glory. Ax- 
enſtus wasglad that he had met'with'an Advo- 
yFf bis own Humonrz wherefore, having 
thank'd bis Wife, and m the Morning cown- 
termanded his Friends he had before _ 
| | mon' 


p 
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Mmon'd to- Council, he commanded Cinze all 
glone to be brought to'him 3 who being ac- 
.cordingly come, and a Chair by his Appoint- 
ment ſet bim, having commanded eyery one 
.out ;of the Room, he ſpake to him after this 
manner: Int place, Cinma, I demand 
'of thee patzent Audience 3 do not interrupt 
me 17 what T aim about to ſay, and I will af- 
;terwards give: thee Time and Leiſure to an- 


{ſwer. Thou;know'ſt, Cinna, that having ta- 


ken thee Priloner in the Enemies Camp, and 
:that-an Enemy not only;made, but born ſo, 
I gave thee thy Life, reſtor:d thee all thy 
Goods, and'finally put thee in ſo good a po- 
{ſture, by my Bounty, of living well, and at 
[thy eaſe, that the Viforious envy'd the Con- 
quer'd. 'The Sacerdotal Office which thou 
-mad'{t Suit to me for, I conferrd upon; thee, 
.after having deny'd it to others, whoſe Fa- 
[thers have ever borne Arms in my Service: 
And after ſo many Obligations thou haſt un- 
.deftaken to kill me. At which Cinna cry- 
jag -out, that he was very far from entertain- 
;ing. any ſo wicked a Thought; Thou doſt not 
keep thy | Promiſe, Cine, (continued Areu- 


. 4) that thou _would'ſt not. interrupt me: 


Yes, thou Halt undertaken to murther me mn 
ach a Place, ſuch a Day, in ſach and fach 
;Company, and 1n ſuch a Manner. At which 
-Words ſeeing Cinna aſtoniſh'd and filent, not 


{pon the Account of his Promiſe fo to be; 


ws 
Ec 
_ 


t Interdif with the Conſcience of his 
O 2 Crime; 


J 3 
& 


end would' u_« mpe- 
four? Believe me, the Republick ts in a ve- 
ry F- Condition, if I am the only Mah 
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Crime 3 Wh roceeded Angiftrs, to what 


betwixt thee and the Empire. ' Thou ' art 
not able ſo much as to defend thy''owh 
Houſe, and but Yother day' waſt baffled 
in a "Suit, by the opposd- Intereſt 'of a 
mean manumitted Slave. What, haſt thou 


' neither Means nor Power in any other 
thing, but only to attempt againſt Ceſar ? | 


FT quit claim ro 'the Empire, it there' is 


no other but I to obſtruct thy - Hopes. 


Can'ft thou believe, that Paulw,;-that Fa- 


bw, that the Caſſians and Servilians, and 
ſo -many Noble Romans, not :only ſo''ih ' 
'Title, but who by their Virtue honour 
- their'' Nobility, wonld ſuffer- or endufe 


thee? Aiter this, and a great deal. more 


that he ſaid to him, (for he was two long. 


Hours in ſpeaking) Well, Cirna, go -thy 
way, ſaid 'he, I again give: thee GT Lite 


im the Quality of a Traytor- and a Parri- 
.cide, which I- once before gave thee. in 


the Quality of an Enemy. Let: Friendſhip 
from this time' forward begin | betwixt us, 
and” Jet us try to make it appear whether 
I have given, or thou haſt recerv'd thy Life 


with the better Faiths and ſo departed 
. from him. * Some time after, he preferr'd him 
to the Conſular Dignity, complaining, that 


rn Do oo & wi red en 2 Rome 


he had not the Confidence to demand it; 
had ' him ever after for his very great 
Friend, and was at laſt made by him ſole 
Heir to all his Eſtate. Now from the 
time of this Accident, which befell Az- 
gufizs in the fortieth Year of his Ape, 
he never_ had any Confpirac mpt 
againſt him, and therein reap'd the due 
Reward of this his ſo generous and exem- 
plary Clemency. But it did not fo well 
ſucceed} with our Prince in the former 
Story, his Moderation and Mercy not be- 
ing ſufficient ſo to ſecure him, that he did 
not afterwards fall into the Toils of the 
like Treaſon, ſo vain and frivolous a 
thing is Humane Prudence 3 and 1n ſpite 
of all our Projefts, Counſels, and Prazcau- 
tions, Fortune will ftill be Miſtreſs of 
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Events. We repute Phyſicians fortunate x v,1Fz" 


when they hit upon a lucky Cure, as if 
there was no other Art but theirs that 
could not ſtand upon its own Legs, and 
whoſe FounJations are too weak to ſupport 
it ſelf upon its own Baſis; and as if no other 
Art ſtood in need of Fortunes Hand to 
atiſt 1n its Operations. For my part, I 


$- think of Phyſick as much good or ill as any 
one would have ' me : for, Thanks be to 


God, we have no great Traffick together. T 
am of a quite contrary Humour to other men, 


forT always deſpiſe ir3 but when I am fick, 


Inſtead of recanting, or entring into Compo- 


Q 3 ſition 


2p1fn 


ſition with it, I begin yet more to hate, nauv-. 


ſeate, and fear it; telling them who impor-- 

tune me to enter into a courſe of Phylick, | 
that they muſt give me time to recover my - 
S — and Health, that I may be the bet- 


ter able to ſupport and encounter the -vio-. 


lence and danger of the Potion: ſo that I ſtil] 
let Nature work, ſuppoſing her to be ſaffici- 


ently. armd with Teeth and Claws to defend: 


her (elf from the Aſlaults of Infirmity, and to 
uphold that Contexture, the Diſſolution of 
which ſhe flies and abhors: for I anr afraid, 
leſt inſtead of. afhiſting her when grappled, 
and {trugling with the Diſeaſe, I ſhould affiſt 
her Adverſary, and procure new Work, and 
new Accidents to encounter. Now I fay, 
that not in Phyſick only, but in other more 
certain Arts, Fortune has a very great inte- 
reſt and ſhare. The Poetick Raptures, and 
thoſe prodigious flights of Fancy, that raviſh 
and tranſport the Author out of himſelf, why 
ſhould we not attribute them to his good 
Fortune, ſince the Poet himſelf confeſles they 
exceed his Sufficiency and Force, and ac- 
knowledges them to proceed from ſomething 
elſe than himſelf, and bas them no more in 
his Power than the Orators ſay they have 


thoſe extraordinary Motions and Apitations' 


that ſometimes puſh them beyond their De- 


v. </., 11gn. It is the ſame in Painting, where Touch- 


| es ſhall ſometimes ſlip from the hand of the 
© * Painter, fo ſurpaſiing both his Fancy and his 


Art, 


—_ 
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Art, as to beget his own Adnyration, But. 


. | Fortune does yet more. accidently manifeſt 


the ſhare ſhe has 1n all things of this kind, by 
the Graces and Elegancies are found out m 
them, not only beyond the Intention, but 
even without the Knowledge of the Artiſt. 
A qudicious Reader does often find out in 
other Mens Writings, other kind of PerfeQti- 
ons, and finds in them a better Sence and 
more quaint Expreſſion than the Author him- 
{elf either intended or perceivd. And, as to 


_ military Enterprizes and Executions, eyery 
one ſees how great a hand Fortune has in 
| all thoſe Afﬀairs 3 even in our very Counſels 


and. Deliberations there muſt certainly be 
ſomething of Chance and good Luck mix'd 
with Humane Prudence, for all that our Wiſ- 
dom can do alone is no great matter 3 the 
more piercing, quick, and apprehenſive it is, 


the weaker it finds it ſelf, and is by ſo much 


more apt to miſtruſt its own Vertue. Lam 
of Szl2's Opmion, and when I moſt ſtrialy 
and nearer hand examine the moſt glorious 
Exploits of War, I perceive, methinks, that 
thoſe who carry them on, make uſe of Coun- 
ſel and Debate only for Cuftoms ſake, and 
leave the beſt part of the Enterprize to For- 
tune, and relying upon her Favour and Al- 
fiſtance, tranſgreſs at every turn the Bounds 
of Military Condu&, and the Rules of War. 
There happen ſometimes accidental Alacrities 
and Ttrange Furies in their Deliberations, that 
_ for 
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. for the moſt part prompt them to follow the” 
worſt, and worſt grounded Counſels, and 
that {well thcir Courages beyond the Limits 


of Reaſon: from whence it falls out, that 


many great Captains, to juſtifie thoſe temera- 


rious Deliberations, have been forc'd to tell 
their Souldiers, that they were by ſome In- 
ſpiration and good Omer encourag'd and 1n- 
vited to ſuch Attempts. Wherefore, in this 
Doubt and Uncertainty that the ſhort-Gight- 
edneſs of Humane Wiſdom to ſee and chooſe 
the beſt, (by reaſon of the Difficulties that 
the various Accidents and- Circumſtances of 
things bring along with them) does per- 
plex us withall, the ſureſt way in my Opt- 
nion, did no other Conſideration invite us 
to it, more to pitch upon that wherein is 


_ the greateſt Appearance of Honeſty and Ju- 


ſtice, and 'not being certain of the ſhorteſt, 
to go the ſtraiteſt and moſt direct ways 
as 1n theſe two Examples I have before laid 
down; there is no queſtion to be made 
but it was more noble and generous in. him 


who had receiv'd the Offence, to pardon _ 


it, as they both did, than to do other- 
wile and if the former miſcarried in it, he 
1s not nevertheleſs to be blam'd for his good 
Intention: neither does any one know if he 
had proceeded otherwife, whether by that 
means he had avoided the end his Deſtiny 
had appointed for him; and he had however 
loſt the Glory of ſo generous an AX. "= 
\ . W 
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will find in Hiſtory, of -many' who have x co=f, &: 
been 1n-this a = that the moſt part' 
have taken S 6 courſe to. meet, and - pre- 

vent Conſpiracies by Puniſhment and Re- : 


yenge; but I find but very few who bave 
reapd any. Advantage by this proceeding 3 


witneſs fo many Roar Emperours : and 


whoever finds himſe[f in this danger, ought 


not to expect much either from his Vigilan- 
&y or Power 3 for how hard a thing is it for 


a man to ſecure himſelf trom an Enemy, 


who Ties conceald under the countenance 
of the moſt officious Friend we have, and 
to diſcover and know the Wills and in- 


ward* Thoughts of thoſe who: are continu- 
ally doing us ſervice. 'TI1s to much purpoſe 


' to have a Guard of Strangers about a man's 


Perſon, and to be always fenced about with 
a Pale of armed men; whoſoever deſpiſes his 
own Life, is always Maſter of that of an- 
other man. And moreover, this continu- 
al ſuſpition, that makes a Prince jealous 
of all the World, muft of necefſity be a 
ſtrange Torment to him, an therefore it 
was, that Dioz, being advertisd that Ca- 


_ lippus watch'd all opportunities to take a- 


way his Life, had never the Heart to 
enquire. more particularly 1nto it, ſaying, 


| that he had rather dye, - than live in that 


miſery, that he muſt continually ſtand up- 
on his Guard, not onely againſt his Ene- 
mis, but his Friends alſo 5 which Alexander 


pe commas 


much 
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' much more lively manifeſted in effect, when 


- 


Having notice by a Letter frors Parments that 

PÞzhp, his moſt beloved Phyſician, was b 
aus his money: corrupted to poyſon him, 

at the ſame time that he gave the Letter to 


Philip to read, ſapd off the Potipn he had. 


bronght him. Was not this by ſuch a Refolu- 
tion toexpreſ;, that if his Friends had a mind 
to diſpatch him ont of the World, * he was 


. willing to give them opportunity to. do jt > 


This Prince is indeed the Sovereign Preſi- 
dent of all hazardous Actions 3 but I do-not 
know whether there be another paſlage in his 
Life wherein there is ſo much ſteadineſs and 


conftancy as: m this, nor ſo illuſtrious/an b> ' 


mage ofthe greatneſs of hisMind. Thoſe who 
preach to Princes ſo circumſpect and vigilant 
a jealoufie and diſtruſt, under colour of Se- 
curity, preach to them ruine and diſhonour. 
Nothing Noble can ever be perform'd with- 
out Danger. I know a Perſon, naturally of 
a very great daring and enterprizing Cou- 
rage, whoſe good fortune is continually pre- 
vented, and fore-ſtall'd by fach perſuaſions, 
that he muſt retire into the groſs of his own 
Body, and keep thoſe he knows are his 
Friends continually about him, that he muſt 
not hearken to any Reconciliation with his 
antient Enemies, that he muſt ſtand off, and 


not truſt his Perfon in hands ſtronger than | 


his own, what promiſes or offers ſoever they 
may make him, or what advantages ſoever he 
| may 
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may fee before him. . And I know another, 
who has unexpetedly made his Foxtune by: 
following a contrary Advice. Courage, the 
Reputation and Glory 'of which mes feck 
with ſo greedy an Appetite, repreſents and 
ſets it ſelf out when need requires, as magni- 


 ficently in Querpo, as in. the neateſt Arms, 


in a Cloſet,as well as a Camp and this over- 
cireumſpe& and wary Prudence is a mortal 
Enemy to all high and generous Exploits. 
Scipio, to ſound Syphax his intention, leaving 
his Arny, and' abandoning $paiz, not yet ſe- 


 . cure, nor well ſettled in his new Conqueſt, 
- could paſs over into Africh, in two contem- 


Ptible Bottoms, to commit himſelf, in an Ene- 
mies Countrey, to the power of a Barbariar 
King, to a Faithuntry'd and unknown, with- 
out Precaution, without Hoſtage, under the 
ſole ſecurity of the greatneſs of his own Cou- 
rage, his good Fortune, and the promiſe of 


203 


his elevated Hopes. Habita fides ipſame ple- Livin. 


rumque fidem obligat. Truſt oftentimes obliges 
Fidelity. On the contrary, Fear and Ditf- 
dence invite and draw on injury and'offence. 
The moſt miſtruſtful of all our Kings ſettled 


| his Affairs principally by voluntarily giving 


up his Life and Liberty into his Enemies hands, 
by that ation manifeſting that he had an ab- 
folute confidence in them, to the end they 
might repoſe as great an aſſurance in him. 
Cefar did onely oppoſe the Authority of 
his Countenance, and the ſharpneſs of _=_ 

C- 


| Gf 
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| Rebukes to' his mutinous Legions, and rebel-' | 


lious Army. | Hi 

- | | Ih um ſtetit aggere fults & 
Lacan.l.s, Ceſpitis, intrepidus vultu, meruitque timers - R 
Nil metuens. | Ba 

Upon a Parapet of Turf he ſtood, : 

His manly face with Reſolution ſhone, n 


» And froze the Mutineers rebellious blood, 'S 
Challenging fear from all by fearing none. | F 


C 
But it is true withall , that this undaunted | + 
aſſurance is not to be repreſented in its true || + 
and lively form, but by ſuch whom the ap- | 
prehenfion --of Death, and the worſt that { 
can happen, does no way terrifie and affright; , 
for to repreſent a pretended Reſolution with L 
a pale and doubtful Countenance, and trem- 
bling Limbs for the forc'd Service of an im- | 
portant Reconciliation, will effe& nothing 
M4 2 £9 purpoſe. Tis an excellent way to gain 
#* * the Hoart, and conquer the Will of anoiher, 
to go ſubmit, and intruſt a man's Perſon to 
him, provided it appear to be frankly done, 
and without the conſtraint of Neceflity, 
and in ſuch a condition, that a man manifeſt- 
ly does it out of a pure and entire confi- 
dence in the Party, at leaſt with a Counte- 
« nance clear from any Cloud of ſuſpition. I 
faw, when I was a Boy, a Gentleman, who 
was Governour of a great City, upon occa- 
tion of a Popular Commotion and F _ not 
' OW- 


aPlaceof very great Strength and Security, and 
commit himſelf to the mercy of the ſeditious 
Rabble, in hopes by that means to appeaſe 
the Tumult before it grew to a more formida- 
ble Head: but it was 11! for him that hedid fo, 
for he was there miſerably ſlain. But I am not 
nevertheleſs of opinion, that he committed ſo 
great an Errour in going out, as men common- 
ly reproach his Memory withall, as he did 1n 
chooſing a gentle and ſubmiſſive way for the 
effeQing his purpoſe, and in endeavouring to 
quiet this ſtorm, rather by obeying than com- 
manding, and by Entreaty rather than Remon- 
trance; and am inclin'd to believe, that a gra- 
<cious Severity, with a Souldier-like way of 
; commanding, full” of Security, and confidence 
ſintable to the Quality of his Perſon, and the 
"Dignity of his Command, would have ſucceed- 
ed better with him 3 at leaſt, he-had periſh'd 
"With greater Decency and Reputation. There 
isnothing ſo little to be expe&ed, or hopd 
for from this many-headed Monſter, when fo 
incensd, as Humanity and good Nature; it 
15" much more capable of 'Reverence and 
:Fear. TI ſhould alſo reproach him, that ha- 
vitg taken a Reſolution (in my Judgment 
rather brave than raſh ) to expoſe him- 
ſelf weak and naked in this tempeſtuons 
_ Sea of enraged Franticks, he ought boldly 
to have 'ſtemm'd the Current, and to have 
born himſelf bravely aloft 3 whereas com- 

| ming 
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knowing whatother courſeto rake, go out of 
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Fears, and , in' that Poſture .endeavouring 


| veral Troops:in Arms-(for that is the moſt 
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wing to diſcover his Danger nearer hand, and 
bis Noſe thereupon hapning to bleed, | he 
agsin changd: that demiſs ard fawning Coun- 
$enance he had at firft put on, into another 
of Fear and Amazement, and filling both his 
Voice and Eyes with, Entreaties- | and 


to withdraw and ſecure; bis Perſon, that 
Carriage more.cnflam'd their Fury, and ſoon 
bronght the Effe&s of it upon him. It was 
apon-a time in ;a .certaia Place ordered by 
forme, who had no very good Meaning 10 it; 
that.;there ſhould be a general Muſter of ſe- 


proper Scene of ſecret Revenges, ahd there is 
mo Place where they can þe executed, with 
greater Safety) -di1d there were publick ad 
manifeſt-Appeqrances, that there was no fafe 
coming for ſome, whoſe principal and :necef- 
fry Office it was:to view them. . Whereupopy, 
a-CGonſaltation was call'd, and ſeveral. Conp- 
{els, were propos, as in a cale that was-yesy 
nice,-'and of great 'Difficulty z, arid moreover, 
of 1mportant conſequence. Mine, amongft 


the reſt, was, that they ſhould by all-means 


avoid giving any fign of Suſpiczon, ;but. that 
the Officers. who were'moſt-in danger fhould 


' boldly go, and withcheerful and ereft Coun- 


tenances .ride boldly and. confidently. tho- 
rough the .Fjles;and Diviſions, and that-in- 
ſtead of ſparing-Fire (which the. Counſels. of 


the major part tended to) they ſhould ehicagt 
Te | thi 
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the Captains to command the 'Souldiers to 

give round and full Volleys in Honour of the 
Spectators, and not to ſpare 'their Powder : 
which .was accordingly done, and ſerv'd to 
fo good ufe, as to pleaſe and gratifie the fiiſ- 
peted Troops, and thenceforward to bepet 
a'mutual and wholſome Confidence and 4n- 
telligence-amongſt them. 
;2ſar's way of winni o him as ' 


beft, and moſt plauſible chat can 'poſlibly be 
put mn pradtice. Firſt, he tryd by 'Clemency 
to make himſelf belovd even- by his very 
ſpiracies, only prblickly to Adibire. that he 

; pre-acquainted with them3 which being 
done, 'be took'a'noble'Refolution-to expect, 
Without Sollicitude or Fi car, whatever might 
be the Event, wholly reſigning up himſelf to 
the hee, of of the Gods and Fortune: for 
queſtionleſs in this very Eſtate he was at the 


time when he was killd. A Stranger having 
rablickly\ faid, that he could"teach Dinar. 


the Tyrant of S7 oufa, an infallible way tolind 
our "I diſcover all the Conſprracies his Sub- 


58 Thould contrive againſt him, if he would 


Wire him a good Sum of Money for his Pains: 
- , bearing of it, caus 'd the Man to be 

"that he might Tearn an Art 
ſo neceſfary to his Preſervation; and having 
ask'd him by what Art 'he might make ſuch 
Diſcoveries, the Fellow made Anſwer, That 
all the Art he knew, was, That he ſhould 
give 


207 


1 n wlids x1 <7 ©: "(= 


| 
| 


| , 


ets ey nk 4 es” 5 hs Soy s Ga Rs rho 217 ate; En oe Wes PRC - . 
DEED Et nn A WOO PETR, = 119 ns i bn TI OST TON OSS eS! CE Es ee Don En ing A x 
TR * 0 hog. FOGS , (oh OR 5 KF Text 2 Ce A on GI Wn ESD TICS PE OE 2 7 PET OO VN, Af FO 
I 4 n - N Ja » ; OS F SORT OAT 
: pe + Os . : V: * A 
> - ? Y # 
| -* 
' o "=, 
8 J T : | i} P 
\ { » P;. | 11” 
. % s . E . ; 
A , D y '- 4 A ; fl . 
by # . by ? 
PA #Z x 
4 


FE |. «p\,-nemies in awe. Princes however _ 


&) 41% form 2 : Story... of ſome Nomar 
eo Jo A vrory. lome .Koxeaz..of 
- Brea Go ity, who, flying - the. Tyranny of 
ſabtilty of as many Taventtons,, eſcap' 
. - 4 | : c d 
falling into the hands: of thoſe x g Ds 


A "« hap. 23. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 20g, | 
© | doſe by a Brake where he was ſquat, and 


miſsd very narrowly of ſpying him : but he 
conlidering, upon the inſtant, the Pains and 
Difficulties wherein he had ſo long continu- 


4 cd, to evade the ſtri& and continual Search- 


es were every day made for him, the little 


Pleaſure he could hope for in ſuch a kind of 


Life, and how much better it was for him to 
dye once for all, than to be perpetually at 
this paſs, he ſtart from his Seat himſelf, call'd 
them back, ſhew'd them his Form, and vo- 


lantarily deliverd himſelf up to their Cruel- 
ty, by that means to free both himfelf and 


them from further Trouble. To invite a 
man's Enemies to come and cut his Throat, 
was a Reſolution that appears a little extra- 
vagant and odd; and yet I think he did bet- 
ter to take that courſe, than to Tive in a Quo- 


tidian Ague 3 and for which there was no 


Cure, But ſeeing all the Remedies a Man 
can apply to ſuch a Diſeaſe, are full of | Un- 

uietneſs, and uncertain, tis better with a man- 
Com to prepare ones ſelf for the worſt 
that can happen, and to extrat ſome Conſo- 
lation from this, That we are not certain the 
thing we fear will ever. come to pals. 
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CH A P. XXIV. 


Of Pedantry. 


oY LF Was often, when a Boy, wo Ily con- 


cernd to ſee in the Italian Farces, a Pe- 
dant alwayes brought 1n for the Fool of the 
Play, and that the Title of Magifter was m_ } 


no greater Reverence amongſt us : for bein 
deliver'd up to their Tuition, what could 
© Tels than be jealous of their Honour and 
«+ Reputation ? I ſonght, I confeſs, to excuſe 
them by the natural mcompatibility betwixt 
the Vulgar fort, and men of a finer thread, 
both in Judgment and Knowledge, for as 
much as they go a quite contrary way to one 
another : But 1m this, the thing I moſt ſtum- 
bled at was, that the braveſt men were thoſe 
who moſt deſps'd them 3 witneſs our fa- 
mous Poet du Bellay, | 
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Du Belg, Mais je hay par fur tout un ſcauoir pedanteſque. 


x) But of all forts of Learning, that 
| Of the Pedant I moſt do hate. 


And they usd to do fo in former times ; for 
Plutarch fays, that Grecian, and Scholar, were 
names of reproach and contempt amongſt the 
Romans. But ſince, with the better cxpert- 
ence of Ape, I find they had very great rea- 


ſon 


peed bis 4. a. As AT o LY 


EP 


g Ghap. 24. Geigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, 
fon ſo to do, and that magis magnos Clericos, Rabelain 


non ſunt magis magnos ſapientes. The greateſk 


| Clerks are not the wiſeſt men. But whence 


it ſhould come to paſs, that a Mind enrich'd 
with” the knowledge of ſo many things, 
ſhould _not become more quick and ſpritely, 
and that a groſs and vulgar underſtanding 
ſhould yet inhabit there, without correQing, 
and improving it ſelf, where all the Diſcour- 
ſes, and Judgments of the greareſt Wits the 


World ever had, are collected, and ſtord ap, 
I am yet to ſeek. To admit fo many ſtrange 


Conceprions, ſo great and fo high Fancies, - 


it is neceſlary, ( as a young Lady, and one 
of the greateſt Princeties of the Kingdom, 
{21d to me once) that a man's ownbecrowd- 
ed, and ſqueez'd together into a leſs compaſs, 
to. make room for the other. I ſhould be apt 
to conclude, that as Plants are ſuffocated; 
and drown'd with too: much nouriſhment, 


and Lamps with too much Oyl, ſo is the 


_ active part of the Underitanding with too 


much ſtudy and Matter, which being, em- 
baraſs'd, and confounded with the diverſity 
of things, 1s depriv'd of the Force and Pow- 
er to diſengage it ſelf; and that by the preſ- 
ſure of this weight, it is bow'd, ſubjeRed, and 
rendred of no uſe. But it is quite otherwiſe, 


for a Soul ſtretches and dilates it ſelf propor: 


tionably as it fills. And in the Examples « * 


elder times, we ſee quite contrary, men V _/ 


xy. proper for publick Buſineſs, great C7 
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CH AP. XXIV. 
Of Pedantry. 


0-37 £ F Was often, when a Boy, wonderfully con- 
cernd to fee in the {talian Farces, a Pe- 

dant alwayes brought 1n for => Fool of the 

Play, and that the Title of Magifter was in 


no greater Reverence amongſt us : for bein 
deliverd up to thei —_— what could 
© Tels than be jealous of their Honour and 
«+ Reputation ? I ſought, I confeſs, to excuſe 
them by the natural ineompatibility betwixt 
the Vulgar ſort, and men of a finer thread, 
both in Judgment and Knowledge, for as 
much as they go a quite contrary way to one 
another : But in this, the thing I moſt ftum- 
bled at was, that the braveſt men were thoſe 
who moſt deſps'd them 5 witnefs our fa- 
mous Poet dn Bellay, | 


Du Belly, Mais je hay par fur tout un ſcavoir Pedanteſque. 


X) But of all forts of Learning, that 
| Of the Pedant I moſt do hate. 


And they usd to do fo in former times for 
Plutarch fays, that Grecian, and Scholar, were 
names of reproach and contempt amongſt the 
Romans. But ſince, with the better expert- 
ence of Ape, I find they had very great -»0 

on 


" os mea Ly Sea £anwu 
27 "7 . Phe" OED VA 
7; 


$2, * 


OO oo oe tend Lala ad ca mo woo mn 


7 


"Chap. 24. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


non ſunt magis magnos ſapientes, The greateſt 


| Clerks are not the wiſeſt men. But whence 


it ſhould come to paſs, that a Mmd enrich'd 


with the knowledge of fo things, 
ſhould not oo more quick _ ſpritely, 
and that a groſs and vulgar underſtandin 
ſhould yet inhabit =. = coating 
and improving it ſelf, where all che Diſcour- 
ſes, and Judgments of the greareſt Wits the 
World ever had, are collected, and ſtor ap, 
I am yet to ſeek. . To admit fo many ſtrange 
Conceprions, ſo great and ſo high Fare, 
it is neceſlary, ( as a young Lady, and one 
of the greateſt Princetles of the Kingdom, 
{>1d to me once) that a man's ownbecrowd- 
ed, and ſqueez'd together into a leſs compaſs, 
to make room for the other. I ſhould be apt 
to conclude, that as Plants are ſuffocated, 
and drown'd with too: much nouriſhment, 
and Lamps with too much Oyl, ſo is the 
active part of the Underſtanding with too 
+ ds and Matter, wk 
baraſs'd, and confounded with the diverſity 
of things, is depriv'd of the Force and Pow- 
er to diſengage it ſelf; and that by the preſ- 
ſure of this weight, it is bow'd, ſubjeRed, and 
rendred of no uſe. But it is quite otherwiſe, 
for a Soul ſtretches and dilates it ſelf propor- 
tionably as it fills. And in the Examples of 
elder times, we ſee quite contrary, men Ve- 
xy. proper for publick Bulineſs, great Cap- 
P 2 tains, 
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fon ſo to do, and that magis magnos Clericos, Rabelain 


x Fe be ys" | 


a3 eTe f 


215 - Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. | BookT, 
© _ tains, and great” 'States-men, very ' Learned | 


withall ; whereas the Philoſophers, a ſort of 
men retird from all Publick Afﬀairs, have 
been ſometimes alſo deſpisd, and render'd 


-contemptible by the Comical liberty of their 


own Times ; their Opinions, and fingulari- 
ty'of Manners, making tnem appear to men: 
of another method of living, ridiculous and 
abſurd. Would you make them Judges of 
a Controverſie of common Right, or of the 
Adtions of Men ? they are ready to take it 
upon them, and ſtraight begin to examine, 
if he has Life, 1f he has Motion, 1f Man be 
any other than an Oxe ? What it 1s to do, 
and to ſuffer ? and what Animals Law and 
Juſtice are? Do they ſpeak of the Magi- 
ſtrates, 'tis with a rude, irreverent, and 1n- 
decent hberty. Do they hear a Prince, or a 
King commended for his Vertue, they make 
no more of him, than of a Shepheard, Goat- 
heard, or Neat-heard ; a lazy Coridox, that 
buſies himſelf only about milking, and ſhear- 
ing his Herds and Flocks, and that after the 
rudeſt manner. Do yon repute any man the 
greater for being Lord of two thouſand A- 
cres of Land ? they laugh at ſuch a pitiful 
Pittance, as laying claim themſelves to the 
whole World for their poſſefiion, Do you 
boaſt of your Nobility and Blood, for be- 
ing deſcended from ſeven rich ſacceſfive An- 
ceſtors ? they will look upon you with an 
eye of Contempt, as men who have not a 

| right 
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| right Idea of the Univerſal Image of Na- 

| tare7 and that do not confider how ma- © 
7e f my Predeceſfors every ohe of us has had; 

d | Rich, Poor, Kings, Slaves, Greeks, and Bar- 

Ir | barians. And though you were the fifti- * 

i- Þ| eth deſcent from Hercules, they look up- 

n- f on'it as a great vanity, ſo highly to va- 

1 lue- this, which is only a gift of Fortune. 

f '| And even ſo did the Vulgar fort of men nau- 

e . | ſeate'them, as men ignorant of the begin- 

t | ning of things, where all things were com- 

: mon, accuſing them of Preſumprtion and In- 

: ſolence. But this Platonick Picture is far 
different from that theſe Pedants are pre- 
ſented by : For thoſe were envied for rai- 

ſing themſelves above the common fort of 
men, for deſpilmg the ordinary Actions and 
Offices of Life, for having afſum'd, a part1- 
cular and inimitable way of living, and for 
uling a certam Method of Bumbaſte and 
obſolete Language, quite different from the 
ordinary way of ſpeaking : but theſe ' are 
contemrrd for being as much below the uſu- 
al-form, as incapable of Publick Employ- 
ment, for leading a Life, and confgrming 
themſelves to the mean and vile manners 

of the Vulgar. Od? homines ignava opera, Phi- pecenvins. [ 
\ Coſopha Sententia. IT hate men who talk like xt 0 5 2 * 1 
Philoſophers, but do worſe than the moſt | 
Coil of mon: For what concerns thoſe true 
Philofophers, I'muſt needs fay, that if they 
were great in Science, they were yet much 
L  479009 PÞ3 oreat- 
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214 _ Seiguenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. BookT, | © 
greater in AQion. And, as. it is ſaid of tha 
Archim-- Geametrician of Syracyſa, who having been 
es. diſturb'd from his Contemplation, to put ſome 
of his Skill in Practice for the Defence of 

hjs Country, that he fuddenly ſet on foet 
dreadfal and prodigious Engines, and that 
wrought Effects beyond all humane expettaty- 

on 3 himſelf notwithſtanding diſdain'd hisown 
handy-work, thinking in this he had play'd 

the Mechanick, and violated the Dignity of 

his Art, of which theſe Performances of his, 
(though ſo bighly cry'd up by the Publick 

Voice) he accounted but trivial Experiments, 

and inferiour Models : ſo they, whenever 

they have been put upon the Proof of Aqi- 

on, have been ſeen to fly to ſo high a Pitch, as 

made 1t very well appear, their Souls were 
ſtrangely elevated, and enrichd with the 

4,ovg Knowledge of Things. But ſome of them, 
T ſcaring the Reins of Government 1n the hands 
of ignorant and unskilful Men, have avoided 

all Vlaces and Intereft in the Management of 

X) Afairs 3 and he who demanded of Crates, 
HOW 100g It Was necellary Loney er 

reccivd this Anſwer, Till-our Armies (faid 

heJ are no more commanded, by Fools:and 

» Coxcombs. Heraclitus refign'd the Royalty 

to his Brother, and to the. Epheſians, who 
reproach'd him that he ſpent;his tune in; play- 

ing with Boys before the Temples. 1s it mot 

better, ſaid he, to do ſo, thars t9 ſit at the Helm 

of Aﬀairs in your Company 2 Others. hexing 
. their 


OE owe. 3 wa © FS 
SASTC ERIE — 4 


of the World and Fortune, have look'd up- 


. and Scorn; inſomuch, that Empedocles refus'd | 


a Millter of all his Wits, wholly to employ 


tent, we have rather Reaſon to pronounce 


letting this firſt Reaſon alone, I think it bet- 


* Chap. 24. . Seignenr de Motitaigne's Efays. 215 | 


their Imagination advaric'd abovethe thoughts 


on the Tribunals of Juſtice, and. even the | 
Thrones of Kings, with an Eye of Contempt | | 


the Royalty that the Agrigentines offerd to 
him. Thales, once inveighing ih Diſcourſe x 
againſt the Pains FL." 
{elves to, to became richz was ahſwer'd by 


one in the Company, that he did like the 
-he could 


Fox, who found fault with what 
Whereupon, he had a mind, for 
the Jeſt's ſake, to ſhew them to the contrary 


as ap 2: *) | 


not obtain: 


and having upon this Occaſion for once made 


them in the Service of Profit, he ſet a Traf- 
fick- on foot, which in one Year brought him 
in ſo great Riches, that the moſt experienc'd 
in that Trade could hardly in theit whole 
Lives, with all their Induſtry, have rak'd fo 
much together. That which Ariſtotle xeports - 
of ſome who ſaid of him, Azaxagoras, and 
others of their Profeſſion, that they were 
wiſe but not prudent, im not applying their 
Study to more profitable things (though I do 
not well-Aigeſt this nice Diſtintion) that 
will not however ſerve to excuſe my Pedan- 
tick fort of Men, for to fee the low and ne- 
ceſſitous Fortune wherewith they are con- 


that they are neither wiſe, nor prudent. But 


P 4 ter 
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E Fe Bake ter to ſay, that this Inconvenience proceeds 


from their applying themſelves rhe wrong 

ay to the Study of Sciences: and that after 
the manner we are inſtructed, it 1s no won- 
der if neither the Scholars nor the Maſters be- 
come, though more learned, ever the wiſer, 
or..more fit for Buſineſs. In plain Truth, 
the Cares and Expence our Parents are at 
in our Education. point at nothing, but 
to farniſh our 5 ge Knowledge; 
but not a Word of. Judgment and Vertue, 
Cry out of one that paſſes by, to the Peo- 
ple, O, what a Learned ! and of another, 
©, what a good man goes there! they. will 
not fail to turn” their Eyes, . and addreſs 
their Reſpect to the former. There ſhould 
then :be.a third ' Cryer, O the Puppies and 
Coxcombs ! Men are apt preſently to en- 
quire, Does ſuch a one underſtand Greek ? 
I; he a Critick in Latine ? Is he a Poet? or 
does he only pretend to- Proſe ? But whe- 
ther he. be_ grown better or more diſcreet, 
which / are Qualities of greater Value and 
Concern, thoſe are never enquird into; 
whereas, we ſhould rather examine, who is 
better .Jearned, than who is more learned. 


We only toyl and labour to. ſtuff the 
emory, and in the mean time -leave the 


nſcience and the Underſtanding. unfur- 
_ and void; And _Jike Birds who 
ly abroad- to forrage for Grain, 'bring it 
home 1a the Beak, I taſting it them- 
| {elves, 


AY 


ſelves, -to feed -their Young 3 fo our Pe- 
dants - go | picking Knowledge here and 
there, ont of ſeveral Authors, and hold it 


t the Tongues end, only ' to ſpit it aur, 
oo [diſtribute 1t amongſt their Pupils, 
And : here I cannot but ſmile to think 
how -I have paid -my felf in' ſhewing the 
Foppery of this kind of Learning, who my 
ſelf am ſo manifeſt an Example 3 for, do 1 
not: the ſame: thing throughout almoſt this 
whole Treatiſe ? I go here and there, - cul- 
ling ..out. of | ſeveral Books the Sentences 
that beſt pleaſe me, not to keep them (for 
I have no Memory to retain them in) bue 
to tranſplant them into this; where, to 
ſay..the Truth, they are. no more mine 
than-in: their firſt Places. We are, I con- 
ceive, -knowing, only in preſent Knowledge, 
and not at all in what 1s paſt,, no more than 
in that which is. to come. ' But, the worſt 


on't-is, their Scholars and Pupils are no bettes « v 7* 
nouriſh'd by this kind Df ina, nor it 
makes no deeper Imprefſion upon them, than 


but to reckon with, or to ſet up at Cards. - 
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*) 


4_ alios loqui didicerunt, non ipfi ſecumt, Sexcs 


Nor: eft loquendum, ſed gubernandum z They #7 ws. 
| have learfid to ſpeak from others, not from 


themſelves. Speaking is not ſo neceflary asGo# 


verning. 
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mand, does oftentimes, in Nations where Art 
has the leaſt to do, cauſe produGtions of Wit, 
ſuch as may rival the greateſt Effe&ts of Art 
whatever. As in relation to what TI am now 
ſpeaking of, the Gaſcor: Proverb, derivd 
from a Corn-pipe, is very quaint and ſubtle, 
Bonha pron bouha,—mas a remnda lows dits 
quem. Youmay blow till your -Eyes: ſtatt 
out 3 but if once you offer to ſtir your Fin- 
gers, you will be at the end of your Leflon, 
We can ſay, Cicero fays thus; that theſe were 
the Manners of Plato, and that theſe are the 
very Words of Ariſtotle: but what do we 
fay our ſelves that is our own? What do we 
do? What do we judge? A Parrot. would 
ay as much as that. And this kind of Talk- 

puts me in- mind of that rich Gentleman 
of Rome, who had been ſollicitous, with ve- 
ry great Expence, to procure men that were 
excellent m1 all forts of Science, which he had 
always attebding his Perſon, to the ctid, that 
when amongſt his Friends any Occaſion fel! 
out of ſpeaking of any Subje& whatſoever, 
they might ſupply his Place; 'and be ready to 
prompt him; one with a Seniterice of Sexeca, 
another with a Verſe of Homer, and ſo forth, 


Every one according to his Talent 3 and he 


fancied earg: to be his- own, becauſe 
i the Heads of thoſe who- 11vd upon /his 


- Bounty. As they alſo do whoſeLearning con- 


liſts 


am 
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bl 

: 
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- verning. Nature, to ſhew that there is no 
thing barbarous where ſhe Has the ſole Com | 


an; the Arm of anocher; that by ſo doing we 
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> | Gifts 1n having noble Libraries. I know one, 


who, whenIqueſtion him about his Reading; 
be = calls for a Book os then 
and dare not venture to td me fo much, as 
that he has Piles in his Poſteriours, till firlt 
he has conſulted his Dittionary, what Piles 
and what FOI are. We take other 
Mens Knowledge and Opinions upon Truſt; 
whicl is an idſe and Rpefich Leatnibg : 
we muſt make it our own; 'We are in this 
very like him, who having need of Fire, went 
to 4 Neighbours Houfe to-fetch it, and-'find- 
1g'\a very. good ane\ there, faze down to 
warm himſelf without 'rettembring to carry 
any with hit home. - ws it do 
us to have: the:Scomach'\fulll of Meat, if t' do 
not digeſt, and be not incorporated with'us, 


x it does not nouriſh and (fupport us?" Can - 


we imagine. that L»cull»s , whom: Letters, 
withour any manner of Experience ttixde fo 
great and. fo exatt a Leader; learnt to be*fo 


after this:perfun&ory manner? We ſuffer our | 2p /v7/ *(x) 


feives to lean and relye'fſo over-ſtrongly wp- | 


prejudice our own -Strength ' and Vigour, i 
Would I fortifie my ſelf apain{t the' fear of 
Death >-it muſt be at the Expence of Serece: 
Would kextat Conſolation for my ſelf or 
my Friend: borrow it-from him, or-Cicero 3 
whereas L might have. found! it im my felf, had 
Hbeen Er; to nake-uſe of my own Rex- 
ton. I do not fancy this relative, — 
| an 
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2p 4% and precarious. Underſtanding; for: though. js not 
| we- could become learned by ' other "Mens 

| Reading, I am ſure a Man can never be wiſe 
but by bis own Wildom. | | 


{ and 


Proverb, nd \ » 4 MESb, / wen 
109 opiIhy 65 v QUTH G0Þ0Ss 

Lamb. 1g w oP | "Saptbrk Hine. aeeik rep! 

& Regt : | it © 
coE<!" Whoin his own Concern's not wiſe, 

ud It WI em 

I that Man's Wiſdom do deſpiſe. Wa 

bef 


. CieroEpift. From: whence Erniae, Nequidquane ſapers of 
mie * Japientemt, qui ipſs \fibi -prodeſſe | non /quiret; || all 
65 1A That wiſe -man knows nothing, 'who'can- | ul 
Cirerode not | profit himſelf by his Wiſdom. Non | M 
Fine. L 1. ering paranda nobs'\ſolum, ſed fruenda fapi- | th 
entia\eſt; For Wiſdom is not: only to be | o 

x) acquired, but enjoy. Dionyſus: Taught at | n 

— the Grammarians, »who cudgell'd their Brains U 

to enquire into- the Miſeries of Olyſſes, and ] 

| 


were ignorant of itheir own; at Myſiciars, 
who, were ſo exa&:3n tuning!;their Inſtru- 
ments; and. never. tun d their-Manners 3 and 
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7#? when he comes back from Schpoh after fifteen 
or {ixteen Years that he has been; there, there 
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>. fis nothing ſo aukward and maladroit, ſo un- 
ns fit for Company or Employment ; and all 
@ [that you ſhall find he has pot, is, that his La- 

; Jtire and Greek have only made him a greater 
and more conceited Coxcomb than when he 
went from home. He ſhould bring his Soul - 
repleat with good Literature, and he brings 
it only ſwell'd, and puff'd up with vain and 
empty Shreds and Snatches of Learning, -and 
has really nothing more in him than he had 
before. Theſe Pedants of ours, as Plato fays 
of the Sophiſts, their Couſin-Germans, are, of 
all Men living, they who moſt pretend to be 
uſeful to Mankind, and who alone, of all 
Men, not only do not better and improve 
that 1s committed to them, as a Carpenter 
or a Maſon would do, but make them 
mach worſe, and make them pay for be- 
ing made ſo to boot. If the Rule which 
Protagoras propos'd to his Pupils were follow- 
ed, either that they ſhould give him his own 
Demand, or make Afidaviti upon Oath in 
the Temple how much they valued the Pro- 
fit they had receriv'd under his Tuition, and 
accordingly fatisfie him,our Pedagogues would 
find themſelves baſely gravell'd, eſpecially if 
they were to be judg'd by the —_ 
, my Experience. Our vulgar Perigordin , + 

P.vois Joe pleaſantly call them Pretenders t evo Tis 
Eearning, Lettre-ferits, as a Man ſhould ſay,Let- 
ter-mark'd;''a' man on whom Letters have 


been ſtamp'd by the Blow of a Mallet; and in 
| | truth 


A a OO ee 


Pe; 
wow WOOTEN et” INIT A PTY 15 CP; 


+, 4 'T 
ta rr A ne ee Swoedlllhees 


» 
. 
oy 

an ed ; 
a. wh E a ” - bs 

POT AC TI AAR IP CIT "IR w—_ = — ————— c—_ " 

Y 2 Le ace En, 6 a IS ; " »..< 7 _ > ” —_ = LO IVI—e 0 RI 
oe 8 a LF " 4 War POSE) es pe wry ” IDEAL: v7 2 oy x wi 
«< =P n __ m NE EE, ace Bo OO Er _ xI@— Coe tr PO = 


* 


574% 


223 -Sejgrear de Montaigne's Efys. Book þ [O*? 
wrath, for the moſt part, they appear to bave [#9 | 


4 ſoft place ia their Skuls, and tobe deprivd 
even of common Senſe. For you ſee the Hus- 
bandman, and the Cobler, go {imply and ho. 
neſtly about their Buſineſs, ſpeaking only of 
what they know and underſtand 3 where- 
2s theſe Fellows, to make parade, and to 
get opinion, muſtering, this ridiculous know- 
ledge -of theirs, that ſwims and floats in 
the Superficies of the Brain, are perpetually 
perplexing and entangling themſelves in their 
own Nonſence. They ſpeak fine words 
ſometimes, 'tis true, but ler ſome body that 
= wiſer apply them. They are wonderfully 
well acquainted with Gale, but not at all 
Gith the Diſeaſe of the Patient 3 they have 
already deaf'd you with a long, ribbte-row 
of Laws, bat underſtand nothing of the caſe 
in hand; They kave the Theories of all 
things, let who. will put ut 1n practice. I have 
fate by, when a Friend of mine, in. my own 


Houſe, for ſport fake, has with one of thefe 
Fellows counterfeited a canting: Galimatias, 
patchy up of ſeveral Expretfions without head) 
or foot, ſaving, that he now and then inter- 
larded here and; there ſome terms that had 
relation to their Diſpate, and held. the Cox- 


comb. in- play a whole Afternoon together, 


who all the while thought he had anſwer'd 
pertinently, and learnedly to all | his Obje- 


Giors.. And yet this was, a man of Letters, | 


yo 
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nd Reputation, and no woxſe'than one of 


he long Robe. 


Vos O pabricine ſanguis quos vivere par eff 
Occipiti ceco, poſtice occurrite ſanne. 


O you Patrician bloods, whoſe Laws com- 
mend 

To have your heads from retroſpexion blind, 

Take this poor counſel of a faithful Friend, 

Beware of having a Caldeſe behind. 


Whoſoever ſhall narrowly pry into, and 
thoroughly fift this fort of People, wherewith 
the World is fo peſtered, will, as I havedone, 
find, that for the moſt part, they neither un- 
derſtand others, nor themſelves 3 and that 
their Memories are full enough, 'tis true, but 
the Judgment totally void and empty z ſome 
excepted, whoſe own Nature has of it ſelf 
form'd them into better faſhion. As I have 
obſerv'd for Example in Adrianas Turnebus 


223 


Per(ms, 
Sat. I. 


Teſtimo- 


, hyof Aarie 
? ans Tur 


who having never made other profeſſion, n«#us. 


than that of mere Learning only, and 1n that, 
in my opinion, the greateſt man that has 
been theſe thouſand years, had nothing at all 
in him of the Pedant, but the wearing of his 
Gown, and a little exteriour faſhion, that 
could not be civihizd to the Garb, which 
axe nothing 5 and I hate our People, who 
cat} worſe endure a Pedantick Mode, than 
an 1 contrivd Mind, and take their mea- 


ſures 
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fares by the Leg a man makes, by his beha- [ry 
viour, and ſo much as the very faſhion of 


Sat. 14+ 


| better Method : for although both are neceſ- 


his Boots, what a kind of man he is. For 


within all this, there was not a more 11lu- 


ſtrious and polite Soul living upon Earth. 
I have often purpoſely put him upon Argu- 
ments quite wide of his Prafefſion, wherein 
I found he had ſo clear an inſight, fo quick 
ah apprehenſion, and ſo folid a judgment : 
that a man would have thought he had ne- 
ver practis'd any other thing but Arms, , and 
been all his life employ'd in Affairs of State. 
And theſe are great and vigorous Natures, 


—— Onejs arte benign 
Et meliore luto finxit precordia Titan, 


- With greater Art whoſe mind 
\ The "_ = made of Clay much more re- 
p n: & 


that can keep themſelves upright in defiarice 
of a Pedantick Education. But it is not e- 
nough that'our Education does not ſpoil us 
it mult moreover alter us for the better. 


'| Some of our Parlaments, when they are to 


admit Officers, examine onely their Talent 


of Learning 3 to which ſome of the others 
alſo add the tryal of Underſtanding, by ask- - 


ing their Judgment of ſome Caſe in Law, of 
which the latter methinks proceed with the 


ary, 
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ba- Igry, and that it is very requiſite they ſhould 
* fbe defettive in neither, yet, in-truth, Know- | £4: 
Jledge is not fo abſolutely neceflary as Judg- 
lu- | ment, and the laſt may make ſhift without 
th, the other, but the other never without this. 


OY Wy. 
legs” 


* For as the Greek Verſe ſays, 6» 
5 | ws voby 1 pate nots ly pa vas mepiie Frmomng 
E- | Learning hi h, if Wit 

earning 1s nothing worth, 1 L 
8 And Underſtanding be not joyn'd with it. | : 


To what Uſe ſerves Learning, if the Under- 

ſtanding be away 2 Would toGad, that, for 

the good. of our Judicature, thoſe Societies 

| were as well furniſh'd with Underſtandingand 
Conſcience,as they are with Knowledge. No#: $er. Poj 

Vite, ſed Scole diſcimus 5 We do not ſtudy 95 / X) 

for the ſervice of ourfuture Life, but only for | 

the preſent uſe of the School. Whereas we 

.are not to tye Learning to the Soul, but to 

work and incorporate them together 3 not to 

tinfure it only, but to give it a thorough 

and perfe& die 3 which, if it will not take co- 

Jour, and meliorate its imperfed ſtate, it were _ 

without queſtion better to let it alone 'Tisa x 9< 93" 

dangerous weapon, and that will endanger to 

woun ” matter. ike into an aukward, 

and unskilful hand : Ut _fuerit melins 110 

 didiciſſe. So that it were better never to 

have learn'd at all, And this peradventure 1s + 


the reaſon, why neither we, nor indeed _ 
| ian 
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ap 8 L*x Women; and thar Francis Duke of Brittazy, 


ſtian Religion, require mach Learning in 


Cl 
bs 
Son of John the Fifth ( one being talking 4 
. with him about his Marriage with Tatell ” 
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the Daughter of Scotland, and adding that 
ſhe was homely bred, and without any man- 
ner of Learning) made anſwer, That he lik'd 
her the better, and that a Woman was wiſe 
enough, if ſhe could diſtinguiſh her Hus- 
» bands Shirt and his Doublet. $0 that it is 
no ſo great wonder, as they make of it, that 
our Anceſtors had Letters in no greater E- 
ſteem, and that even to'this day, they are but 
rarely met with in the Privy Councils of 
Princes; and if this End and Deſign of acqui- 
ring Riches { which is the onely thing we 
jrogo® to our felves, by the means of Law, 
yſick, Pedantry, and even Divinity it ſelf) 
did not uphold, and keep them 1n credit, you 
would without doubt fee them as poor and 
unregarded as ever. And what loſs would it 
be, if they neither inftru& us to think well, 
nor to do well ? Poſiquane doi prodierunt, 
boni deſunt ; After once they become Learn- 
ed,-they ceaſe to be good. All other know- 
ledge 1s hurtful ro him, who has not the Sci- 
ence of Honeſty and good Nature. But the 
reaſon I glancd upon but now, may tt not 
alfo proceed from hence, that our Study, ha- 
ving almoſt no other Aim but Profit, fewer 
of thoſe, who by Nature are born to Offices 
and Employments, rather of Glory than 
oo Gain, 


% ; Fi 
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Gain, addi& themſclves to Letters; or for 
> f ſo little a while ( being taken from their 
Studies before they can come to have any 
taſte of them, to a Profeſſion that has nothin 
to do with Books ) that there ordinarily re- « ap 68" 
main no other to apply themſelves wholly 
to Learning, but People of mean Condition, 
who 1n that only ſtudy to live, and have 
\Preferment only in their Proſpett ; and. b 
fuch People, whoſe Souls are both by Na- 
ture, and Education, and domeſtick Exam- 
ple, of the baſeſt Metal and Allay, the Fruits 
of Knowledge are both immaturely gather- 
ed, ill-digeſted, and deliver to their Pupils 
quite another thing, For it is not for Know- rs) 
- ledge to enlighten a Soul that is dark of it 
ſelf 3 nor to make a blind man to ſee, Her F 
Suknck 1s a — E man Eyes, but to 
uide, govern, and direCt his (teps, provided 
| Fo — ſound Feet, and ftrait O- to go 
upon. Knowledge is an excellent Drug, z) 


but no Drug has vertue enough to preſerve 
Ei Ge Comma cad Duc, Mee 
Veſſel be tainted and impure wherein it is 
put to keep. Such a one may have a Sight * 
clear and good enough, who looks a ſquint, 
and conſequently ſees what 1s good, but 
does not follow it, and ſees Knowledge, but 
makes no ule of it. Plato's principal Inſtitu- 
tion in his Republick is, to fit his Citizens 
with Employments ſuitable to their _ 
2 a- 


228 
2p ef Nature can do all, and does all. Cripples 
are very unfit for Exerciſes of the Body, and 
Iame Souls for Exerciſes of the Mind. Dege- 


x) . « Philoſophy. 


- ſhod than "their Wives and they. In like 
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nerate and vulgar Souls are unworthy of 
It we ſee a Shooe-maker with 
his Shooes but at the Toes, we lay, 'tis no 


wonder 3 for, commonly, none go worſe 


manner, Experience does often preſent us a 
Phyhcian worſe phyſick'd, a Divine worſe 
reformd, and frequently, a Scholar of leſs 
Sufficiency than another. Ariſio of Chios 
had anciently Reaſon to ſay, That Philoſo- 
phers did their Auditories harm, foraſmuch 
as molt of the Souls of thoſe that heard them 
,were not capable of making benefit of their 
Inſtrations, and if they did not apply them 
to good, would certainly apply them to 
ill : 2aw'7ws ex Ariſtippi, acerbos ex Zenonis 
They proceeded effeminate 
Prodigals from the School of Ariſtipps, 
and Churles and Cynicks from that of Zero. 
In that excellent Inſtitution that Xemophor 
attributes to the Perſians, we find, that 
they tanght their Children Vertue, as 0- 
ther Nations do Letters. 
that the eldeſt Son in their Royal Suc- 


celion, was thus brought up; So ſoon as -. 


he was born he was deliverd, not to Wo- 
men, but to Eunachs of the greateſt Au- 
thority about their Rings for their Vertue, 
| whoſe 


Plato tells us, 
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whoſe Charge it was to keep his Body health- 
nd in God plights and al he came 
to ſeven Years of Age, to teach him to ride, - 
and to go a Hunting : when he arriv'd at 
fourteen he was mw” 5 into the hands of 
four, the wiſeſt, the moſt juſt, the moſt tem- 
perate, and moſt valiant of the Nation; 'of 
which, the firſt was to inſtru&t him in Reli- 
ion, the ſecond to be always upright and 
cere, the third to' conquer his Appetites 
and Deſires, and the fourth to deſpife all 
Danger. Tis a thing worthy of very great 
Conſideration, that 1n that excellent, and, in 
truth, for its Perfe&ion, prodigious form, and 
civil Regiment ſet down by Lycurgss, though 
ſo ſollicitous of the Education of Children, 
as a thing of the greateſt Concern, and even 
in the very Seat of the Muſes, he ſhould 
make ſo little mention of Learning; as if their 
generous Youth, diſdaining all other Subje- 
Aion, but that of Vertue only, ought to be 
ſapply'd, inſtead of Tutors to read to them 
Arts and Sciences, with ſuch Maſters, as 
ſhould only inſtruk them in Valour, Pru- 
dence, and Juſtice. An Example that Plato X) 
has followed in his Laws ; the manner: of 
whole Diſcipline was to. propound ro them 


Queſtions upon the Judgments of Men, and - 


of their Aﬀions; and if they commended or 


condemned this or that Perſon, or Fact, they 
were to give a Reaſon for ſo doing ET 
which means they at once ſharp'ned their Un- 
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derſtanding, and became skillful in the Laws, 


Mandane, in Xenophon, asking ber Son Cyrw 
E would do to learn Juſtice, and the: 


other Vertues among(t the Medes, having left 
all his Maſters behind him in#® Perſſa £ He 
made Anſwer, That he had learrrd thoſe 
things Tong ſince 3 that his Maſter had often 
made him a Judge of the Difterences amongſt 
his School-Fellows, and had one day whipd 
hint for giving a wrong Sentence; and thus 
it was, A great Boy in the School, having a 
little ſhort Caſlock, by force took a longer 
from another that was not ſo tall as he, and 


gave him his own in exchange : whereupon, 


I being appointed Judge of the Controverfie, 
gave Judgment, That I thought it beft either 
of them ſhould keepthe Coat he had, for that 


they both of them were better fitted with ' 


that of one another than with their own : up- 
on which, my Maſter told me, I had done ill, 
1n that I had only conſider'd the Fitneſs and 
Decency of the Garments, whereas I ought 
to have confider'd the Juſtice of the thing, 
which requires that no one ſhould have any 


..thing forcibly taken from himthat is his own. || 
But it feems poor Cyr#s was whipd for his - 


Pains, as we are in our Villages, for forget- 
ting the firſt Aoriſte of ruml>: my Pedant 
mult make me a very learned Oration, iz 
genere demonſtrativo, before he can perſwade 
me, that his School is like unto that. ; They 
knew how to go the readicſt way to work ; 
al 
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and ſeeing that Science, when moſt rightly 
apply'd, and beſt underſtood, can do no 
more but teach us Prudence, moral Honeſty, 


and Reſolution, _they thought fit to initiate  £ 
their Children, vie he knowladee of Fil. 


S3 
and to inſtru them, not by Hear-ſay, and by 
Rote, but by the Experiment of Action, in 


lively forming and moulding them 3 not on- 
ly By Words and Precepts, but chiefly Works 


F ST Re 


and Examples; to the end it might not be a 
Knowledge of the Mind only, but a Comple- 


x10n and a Habit : and not an Acquiſition, 


but a natural Poſſeſſion. One asking to this 


Purpoſe, Aeefilow, what he thought moſt 
proper for Boys to learn ? What they ought 


to do when they come to be Men, ſaid he, 


+ It is therefore no wonder, if ſuch an Inſtitu- 


tion have producd ſo admirable Effects. 
be usd to go, 'tis faid, in the other Cities 
of Greece, to enquire out Rhetoricians, Paint- 
ers, and Muſick-Maſters; but in Lacedemor, 
Legiſlators, Magiſtrates, and Generals of Ar- 
miesz at Athens they learnt to ſpeak well, 
and here to do well ; there to diſengage 
themſelves from a Sophiſtical Argument, and 
to unravel Syllogiſms, here to evade the 
Baits and Allurements of Pleaſure, and with 
a noble Courage and Reſolution to confute 
and conquer the menaces of Fortune and 
Death; thoſe cudgell'd their Brains about 
Words, theſe made it their Buſineſs to en- 


| quire into things; there was an eternal Bab- + 


Q 4 ble 


to Fs 


ble of the Tongue, here a continual Exerciſe 
of the Son]. And therefore- it 1s nothing 


ftrange, if, when Artipater demanded of theni. 


fifty Children for Hoſtages, they made An- 
ſwer, quite contrary to what we ſhould do, 
That they would rather give him twice as 
many full grown Men, ſo much did they 
value the loſs of their Country's Education. 
When. Ageſila#s courted Xenophon to ſend 
his Children to Sparta to be bred, it is not, 


faid he, there to learn Logick or Rhetorick, 


but to be inſtructed in the nobleſt of all Sci- 
ences, namely, the Science to Obey, and to 
Command. It is very pleaſant to ſee Socra- 
tes, after his manner, rallying Hippias, who 
recounts to him what a World of Mo- 
ney he has got, eſpecially in certain little 
Villages 'of 97zcily, by teaching School, and 
that he got never a Penny at Sparta. What 
a ſottiſh and ſtupid People ( fays Socrates ) 
- are they, without Senſe or Underſtanding, 
that make no Account either of -Grammars, 
or Poetry, and only buſie themſelves in 
ſtudying the Genealogies and Succefſions of 
their Kings, the Foundations, Riſes, and 
Declenſions of States, and fach Tales of a 
Tub! After which, having made Hippias 
particularly to acknowledge the Excellen- 
ey of their Form of Publick Admmiſtra- 
tion,. and the Felicity and Vertue of their 
Private Life, | he leaves him to gueſs. at the 
| | Con- 
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Concluſion. he',makes of the. Joutili;' >s of 


untemper the Courages- of Men, than any 
way. fortifie. and invite them. 


The moſt - 


Potent Empire, that at this Day appears to. 


be in the whole World, is that of the 
Turks, a People equally inclind to the 
Eſtimation of Arms, ahd- the Contempt of 


Letters. I find, Roxre was. more Valiant be- « 


fore ſhe grew {o Learned 3 and the moſt 


Warlike Nations at this time 1n Being, are 


the moſt ignorant: of which, the Scythiavs, 
Parthians, and the great Tamerlane, may 
ſerve for ſufficient Proof, When the Goths 
over-ran Greece, the only thing that preſer- 
ved all the Libraries from the Fire, was, 
that Tome one poſleſsd them with an Opi- 
nion, that they were to leave this kind 
of Furniture" entire to the .Enemy, as be- 
ing moſt proper to divert them from the 


Exerciſe of Arms, and to fix them to a lazy 


and ſedentary Life. When our King Charles 


the Eighth, almoſt without ſtriking a Blow, 


ſaw himſelf poſſeſs d of the Kingdom of Na- 
ples, and a conſiderable part of Tyſcany, the 
Nobility about him attributed this unexpeCt- 
ed Facility of Conqueſt to this, that the Prin- 
ces and Nobles of [taly, more ſtudied to _ 

| | cr 
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his Pedantick Arts. Examples have demon- y 83 =; 


' ſtrated to us, that in Military Affairs, and 
all others of the Tike Aive Nature, the 


Study of Sciences does more ſoften and 


z) 
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der themſelves ingenious and learned, than 


® 


vigorous and: warlike. 


— — 


CHAP. XXV. 


Of the Education of Children. To Madane 
Diana of Foix, Conzteſs of Gurlon, 


— 


12. #.x JF Never yet ſaw that Father, but let his Son 


be 


be never ſodecrepid, or deform'd, would 
not notwithſtanding own him : not never- 


leſs, if he were not totally beſotted, and 


blinded with this Paternal Aﬀeon, that he - 


did[not well enough diſcern his Defeds : but 
that all Defaults notwithſtanding, he is ſtill 


- his. Juſt ſo do IJ, I ſee better than any other, 


that all I write are but the idle Whimlſies of 
a man that has only nibbled upon the out- 
ward Cruſt of Sciences in his Nonage, and 


| Only retaind a general and formleſs Image 
of them, who have got a little ſnatch of eve- 


ry thing, and nothing of the whole & /z 


mode de France: For I know in general, 


that there 1s ſuch a thing as Phyſick, a know- 
ledge 1n the Laws, four Parts in Mathema- 


_ ticks, and, in part, what all theſe aim and 


 , Point at 3 and peradventure I yet know far- 
03 ther, what Sciences in general pretend unto, 
'11n order to the Service of Humane Life : 
but to dive farther than that, and to have 


cud- 
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cudgelV'd my Brains in the ſtudy of Ariſtotle, 


the Monarch of all Modern Learning 5 or 
particularly addicted my felf to any one Sci- 
ence, I have never done it 4 neither is there 


any one Art of which I am able to draw the 
firſt Lineaments and dead colour 3 infomuch 
that there is not a Boy of the loweſt Form 
in a School, that may not pretend to be wi- 
ſer than I, who am not able to-poſe him in 
his firſt Leſſon, which if I am at any time 
forcd upon, 1 am neceſſitated in my own: 
defence, to- ask him ſome Univerſal Queſti- 
ons, ſuch as may ſerve to try his natural Un- 
derſtanding 3 a Leſſon as ſtrange and un- 
known to him, as his is .to me. I never ſe- 
rloully ſereled my ſelf to the reading any 
Book of ſolid Learning, but Plutarch and 
Sereca ; and there, like the Daraides, I eter-- 
nally fill, and it as conſtantly runs out 5 


ſomething of which drops upon this Paper, 
but very little or nothing ſtayes behind, Hi- « <wr'— 


ſtory is my delight, as to matter of Reading, 
or cle re for ach I ang _ a 
particular kindneſs and eſteem ; for, as C/e- 
#nthes ſaid, as the Voice, forc'd through the 
narrow pallage of a Trumpet, comes out more 
forcible and ſhrill 3 ſo, methinks, a Sentence 
couch'd in the Harmony of Verſe, darts more 
briskly upon the Underſtanding, and ſtrikes 
both my Ear and Apprehenfion with a ſmart- 
er, and more pleaſing Power. As to the Na- + 


tural Parts I have, of which this is the Eflay, 
; I find 
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I find them to bow under the burthen ; my: 
Fancy and Judgment do but grope in the 
dark, trip and ftumble in their way, and 
when I have gone as far as I can, I diſcover 
ſtill a new and greater extent of Land before 
'me, but with a troubled and imperfed fight, 


and wrapt up in Clouds, that I am not able 


to penetrate. And'taking upon me to write 
indifferently of whatever comes into my 
Head, and therein making uſe of nothing 
but my own proper and natural Force and 
. Ammunition, if it befell me, as oft-times 
it does, accidentally to meet in any good 
Author, the ſame Heads and Common-pla- 
ces upon which I- have attempted to write, 
( as I did but a little before in Plwtarch's 
Diſconrſe of the Force of Imagination )) to 
ſee my. ſelf ſo weak and ſo forlom, fo 
heavy, and fo flat, in compariſon of thoſe 
better Writers, I at once pity and deſpiſe 
my ſelf. Yet do I flatter, and pleaſe my ſelf 
with this , that my. Opinions have often 
the -honour and good. fortune to jump 
with theirs, and that I follow in the ſame 


Path, though at a very great diſtance 3 I | 


am farther ſatisfied to find, that I have- a 
Quality, which every one 1s not bleſt with- 
all, which is, to diſcern the vaſt difference 
betwixt them and me 5 and notwithſtanding 
all that, ſuffer my own Inyentions, low, and 
contemptible as they are, to run on in _ 
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Career,' without mending or plaiſtering up 
the Defects that this Compariſon has laid 
open to my own View 3 andin plain Truth, 
a Man had need of a good ſtrong Back to 


keep Pace with theſe People. The indif- « & ' A 


creet Scriblers. of our Times, who, amongſt 
their labortous Nothings, inſert whole Se- 
cons, Paragraphs, and Pages, out of anci- 
ent Authors, with a Deſign by that means to 
illaſtrate their own Writings, do quite con- 
trary 3 for this infinite Difſimilitude of Or- 
naments renders the Complexion of their 
own Compoſitions, ſo pale, fallow, and de- 
form'd, that they loſe much more than they 


- 


get. The Philoſophers, Chryſqpp#s and Epz- - 


cur, were, 1n this, of two quite contrary 
Humours 3 for the firſt did not only in his 
Books mix. the Paſſages and Sayings of other 
Authors, but entire Pieces, and in one the 
whole Medea of Euripides; which gave 
Apollodorus occaſion to ſay, That ſhould a 
Man pick ont of his Writings all that was 
none of' his, he would leave him nothing 
but blank Paper: whereas the latter, quite 
contrary, ' in three hundred Volumes that 
he left behind him, has not ſo much as any 
one Quotation. I hapned the other day 


\_ Upon this Piece of Fortune; I was reading 
a French Book, where after I had a long 


time run dreaming over a great may 
Words, ſo dull, ſo infipid, ſo void of all 
Wit, or common Sence, that indeed they 

| . were 


a) 
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were only words ; after a long and tediong 
travel, I came at laft to meet with a piece 
that was lofty, rich, and elevated to. the very 
Clonds : of which, had I found- either the 
Declivity eaſfie, or the Aſcent acceſſible, there 
had been ſome excule 3 but it was ſo perpen- 
dieular a Precipice, and ſo wholly cut off 
from the reſt of the Work, that by the fix 
firſt words I found my ſelf flying into the 
| other World, and from thence diſcoverd the 
| Vale from whence I cate ſo deep and low, 
* that I had never ſince the Heart to deſcend 
uno it any more. If I ſhould ſet out my Diſ- 
E | *courſes with ſuch rich Spoils as theſe, the 
Plagiary would be too manifeſt in his own 
| þ ets, and I ſhould too much diſcover the 
| unperfetion of my own Writing. To repre- 
hend the fault in others, that I am guilty of 
my ſelf, appears to me no more unreaſonable, 
than to condemn, as I often do, thoſe of o- 
thers in my ſelf. They are to be every where 
reprov'd, and ought to have no SanQtuary, 
allow'd them. I know very well how impru- 
 dently I my ſelf at every turn attempt to e- 
qual my ſelf tro my thefts, and to make my 
yle go hand in hand with them, not with- 
out a temerarious hopes of deceiving the eyes 
of my Reader from diſcermng thedifferences 
but withall, it is as much by the benefit of 
my Application, that I hope to do it, as by 
that of wy Invention, or any Force of my 
Own. Beſides, I do not offer to contend mm 
| . rang 


the whole Body of theſe. Champions, nor 
hand to hand to any one of them, 'tis only 
by ſlights and little light attempts that I en- 


_ gage them 3 I do not grapple with them, but 
try their ſtrength only, and never engage ſo 


far as I make a ſhew to do 3 and if I could 
hold them in play, I were a brave Fellow 


- for I never attaque them, but where they are 


moſt ſinewy and ſtrong. To cover a man's 
ſelf ( as I have ſeen ſome do ) with another 


; man's Arms, ſo as not to diſcover ſo much as 
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their fingers ends 3 to carry op a Delign (as x £3 LA | 
It is not hard for a Man that has any thing 


of a Scholar in him, in an ordinary Subje& to 
wad, under old Inyentions, -patcht up here 
and there with his own Trumpery, and then 
to endeavour to conceal the theft, and to 
make it paſs for his own, is firſt injuſtice, 
and meanneſs of Spirit in whoever do it, 
who having nothing in them of - their own 
fit to procure them a Reputation, endeavour 
to do 1t by attempting to impoſe things upon 
the World in their own Name, which they 
have really no manner of title to 3 and then 


\ a ridiculous Folly to content themſelves with 


acquiring the ignorant approbation of the 
Vulgar by ſuch a pitiful Cheat, at the price 
at the ſame time of diſcovering their inſufh- 
ciency to men of Underſtanding, who will 
ſoon ſmell out and trace them in thoſe bor- 


 row'd Allegories, and from whom alone they 
are to expect a legitimate Applauſe. For my * 


Own 
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own part, there is nothing I would not ſoon- 


er do than that, neither have I ſaid ſo much. 


of 90thers, but to get a better Opportunity to 
excuſe my f{elf:' neither in this do I in the 
leaſt glance at the Compoſers of Canto's, 
who declare themſelves for ſuch; of which 
ſort of Writers, I have'in my time known 
many very ingenious, and have their Rhap- 
ſodies 1n very great Eſteem, and particularly 
one, under the Name of Capilulxs, befides the 
Ancients. Theſe are really Men of Wit, and 
that make it appear they are ſo, both by that 
and other ways of Writing 3 as for Example, 
Lipfius, in that learned and laborious Con- 
texture of his Politicks. But, be it how it 
will, and how inconſiderable ſoever theſe 
Eſſays of mine may be, I will ingenioufly 
confeſs, I never intended to conceal them, 
no more than my old bald grizled Picture 
before them, where the Graver has not pre- 
ſented you with a perfe& Face, but the Re- 
ſemblance of mine. And theſe alſo are but 
my own particular Opinions and Fancies, 
and I deliver them for no other, but only 
what I my ſelf believe, and not for what 1s 
really to be believ'd. Neither have I any o- 
ther end in this Writing, but only to diſco- 
ver my ſelf, who alſo ſhall peradventure be 
another thing to morrow, 1f I chance to meet 
any Book, or Friend, to convince me in the 
mean time. I have no Authority to be be- 
liev'd, neither do I deſire it, being too con- 
ſcious 


; 


. ae] 


precedent Chapter, the other day told me, 
that I ſhould a little longer have infiſted up- 
on the Education of Children ; and farther 
haveextended my Diſcourſe upon ſo neceſla- 
fy a point : which, how fit I am to do, let 
ty Friends flatter me if they pleaſe, I have 


in the mean time no fuch Opinion of 


my own Talent, as to promiſe my ſelf any 
very good ſucceſs from my endeavour 3 but 
( Madam) if I had any ſufficiency in this 
Subjet, I could not poſſibly better employ 
it, than 'to preſent my beſt Inſtruftions ta 
the little Gentleman that threatens you ſhort- 
ly with a happy Birth 3 (for you are too ge- 
nerous to begin otherwiſe than with a male 
for having had ſo great a hand in the treaty 
of your Marriage, I have a certain particu- 
lac right and intereſt in the greatneſs and 
Piper of the Iflue that ſhall ſpring from 
it 3 beſides that, your having had the beſt 
of my Services ſo long in poſſeſſion, does 
ſufficiently oblige me to deſire the Honour 


oO 


and Advantage of all wherein you ſhall 


be concerned.- But, in truth, all I under- 


3 ſtand as to that particular is only this, that 


the oreateſt and moſt important difficulty * 
of Humane Science is the Education 0 


Children: For as in Agriculture, the Hus- 
bandry that 1s to PO Planting, « _ 
| bo 
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planting it ſelf, is certain,” plain, eaſie, and 
very well known 3 but after that which is 
Planted comes .to take root, to: Tpread, and, 
ſhoot- up, there is a great deal more to be 
done;. more Art to;be usd, more care to be 
taken, and much more'difficulty to cultivate 


>) and bring them to Perfe@ion : ſo it is with 


Men: it 1s no hard matter to get Children 
ut, after _they_are_ born, then begins the 
Trouble, Sollicitude, and Care, vertuouſly to 

train, Principle, and bring them up. The 

Symptoms of their Inclinations 4n that young 

and tender Age are fo obſcyre, and the Pro: 

miſes. ſo uncertain and fallacious, that it is 
very hard to eſtabhſh-any ſolid Judgment or 


2.:2ir) Co jeture upon them. As Simon, for Ex- 
Pe. anpl i 


ample, and Themiſtocles, and a thouſand 
Others, who have very much deceiv'd; the 
Itttle Expectation the World had 'of them : 
Cubs-of Bears, and Bitches Puppies, do tru- 
ly and indeed diſcover their natural Tndti- 
nation ; byt-Men, fo ſoon as ever growh up, 
immediately -applying themſelves to certain 
Habits, engaging themſelves in certain :Op1- 
nions,. and conforming themſelves to. parti- 
cular Laws and Cuſtoms, do eaſily alter, or 
at leaſt diſguiſe, their true and real DifooR. 


- tion. And yet it is hard to force the Pro- 


penſion of Naturez whence it comes to.paſs, 
that for not having choſen the right Courle, 
a-Man often takes very great Pains, .and-con- 

MO | tines 
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ſames a good. part of his Age in training up 
Children to things, for which, by their na- 
tural Averſion, they are totally unfit. In 


this Difficulty, nevertheleſs, I_am clearly of x 6-87 


Opinion, that they ought to be clemented 
in_the beſt and mo Tr Studies, 
without taking too mnca notice of, or being 
too ſuperſtitious in thoſe light Prognoſticks 


they give of themſelves in their tender Years; 


to which Plato, in his Republick, gives, ' 


methinks, too much Authority. But ( Ma- 
dam) Science is. doubtleſs a very great Orna- 
ment, and a thing of marvellous ufe, efpeci- 
ally in Perſons raisd to that degree of For- 
tune you are; and in truth, in Perſons of 
mean and low Condition, cannot perform its 
true and genuine Office, being naturally more 
prompt to aſhiſt in the Condu@ of War, in 
the Government of' Armies and Provinces, 
and in negotiating the Leagues and Friend- 
ſhips of Princes and foreign Nations, than in 


forming a Syllogiſm in Logick, in pleading a 


Proceſs in Law, or in preſcribing a Doſe of 
Pills in Phyfick. Wherefore, Madazr, be- 
lieving you will not omit this ſo neceſfary 
Embeliſhment in the Education of your Po- 
ſterity, who your ſelf have taſted the Fruits 
of it, and of a Learned Extraction ( for we 
yet have the Writings of the ancient Counts 
of Foix, from whom my Lord, your Huſ- 
band, and your ſelf, are both of you de- 

K 2 ſcended, 
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ſcended, and _— de Canqale, your Un- 
cle, does every day oblige the World with 
others, which. will extend the knowledge of 
this Quality in your Family ſo many ſuc- 
ceeding Ages ) I will upon this occalion pre- 
ſume to acquaint your Ladiſhip with one par- 
ticular Fancy of my own, contrary to the 
common Method, which alſo is all I am able 
to contribute to your Service in this Aﬀair. 
The charge of the Tutor or Governour you 
ſhall provide for your Son, upon the choice 
of whom depends the whole Succeſs of his 
Education, has ſeveral other great and confi- 
derable Parts and Duties requird in ſo im- 
portant a Truſt, beſides that of which I am 
about to ſpeak, which however I ſhall not 
mention, as being. unable to add any thing 
of moment to the common Rules, that eve- 
Ty one-who is qualified for a Governour is 
peffeR in : and alſo in this wherein 'I take 
upon me to adviſe, he may follow it” ſo far 
only as jt ſhall appear rational, and condu- 
cing_to the end at which he does aim and 
Incend. © 


1*2"x For a Boy of Quality then, who pre- 
tends. to Letters not upon the account of 
L095 ( for ſo mean an Object as that is un- 
worthy of the grace and favour of the Mu- 
ſes3 and moreover, in that a man direQs 
his Sexvice to, and profeſles tg depend upon 
5 EE o others) 
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others ) nor ſo much for outward ornament, 
asfor his own proper and peculiar uſe, and to 
farniſh and enrich himſelf within, having ra- 
ther a Deſire to go out an accomwplitſh'd Ca- 


valier, and a fine Gentleman, than a mere 
Scholar, and a Learned Man; for ſuch a 


one, I fay, I would alſo have his Friends 
ſollicitous to find him ont a Tutor, who has 
rather an Elegant than a Learned Head, and 
both, if fach a Perſon can be found; but 
however, to prefer his Manners and his Judg- 
ment before his Reading, and that this 
Man ſhould purſue the Exerciſe of his Charge. 
after a new method. *Tis the Cuſtom of 
School-maſters, to be eternally thundring 
in their Pupils Ears, as they were pour- 
ing into a Funnel, whilſt their Buſineſs is 
only to repeat what the other have ſaid 
before: Now I would have a Tutor to 
correct this Error, and that at the very 
firſt, he ſhould, according to the Capa- 
city he has to deal with, put it to the 
Teſt, permitting his Pupil himſelf to taſte 
and reliſh things, and of himſelf to chooſe 
and diſcern them, ſometimes opening the way 
to him, and ſometimes making him to break 
the Ice himſelf; that 1s, I would not have 
him alone to invent and ſpeak, but that he 
ſhould alſo hear his Pupil ſpeak in turn, So- 
crates, and fince him Arceſilaus, made firſt 
their Scholars ſpeak, and then thgy {poke to 
| | R 3 them. 
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Cic.de Nat. them. Obeſt plerumque iis qui dicere volunt, 


Deox. |, 1. 


<CO Us 


X) 


anthoritas eornum qui docent ; The Authority 
of thoſe who teach, 1 1mpedi-: 
ment to thoſe who deſire to learn. _[t 1s 


good to make him, like a young Horſe, 
trot before him, that he may judge of his 
going, and how much he is to abate of 
his own Speed, to accommodate himſelf 
to the Vigour and Capacity of the other. 
For want of which due proportion, we ſpoil 
all 3 which alſo to know how to adjuſt, and 
to keep within an exa@ and due meaſure, is 
one of the hardeſt things I know, and an et- 


—————— 


fect of a judicious and well-temper'd Soul, 


' to know how to condeſcend to his Puerile 


9 


Motions, and to govern and dire& them. I 
walk firmer, and more ſecure up Hill than 


4, 13"x down, and ſuch as according to our com- 


A) 


5 


and the ſame Leſſon, and the ſame meaſure 
of diretion, to inſtru ſeveral Boyes of fo 
differing and unequal Capacities, are infi- 


mon way of Teaching, undertake, with one 


On F- 


lars, there are not found above two or three 
who: bring away any good account of their 
Time and Diſcipline. Let the Maſter not 
ouly examine him abont the Grammatical 
ConſtruQion of the bare words of his Leſſon, 
but of the ſenſe and meaning of them, and 
ler hiny j&ge of the Profit he has made, not 


by 
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| by the teſtimony of his Memory, but by-that = 
| of his CoFAeangs Eet bim make him put + 


what he hath learn'd into an hundred ſeve- 

ral Forms, and accommodate it to fo, many 

ſeyeral Subjects, to ſee if he yet rightly com- 
rehend it, and have made it his own, ta- 

[224 inſtrudion by his progrefs from the In- 

ſtitutions of Plato. *'Tis a gn of Crudity x z) 

and Indigeſtion to yomit up what we eat in id 

the lame condition 1t was ſwallow'd Jowsn, 


and the Stomach has not P erform'd 1ts office, 


unleſs it have altered the form and conditi- 
on of what was committed to it to concof : 
ſo our minds work only upon truſt, being 
bound and compell'd to follow the Appetite 
of anothers Fancy, enſlav'd and captivated 
under the Authority of another's Inſtruction, 
we have been ſo ſubjected to the Trame], 
that we have no free, nor natural Pace of 
our own, our own Vigour and Liberty is 
extin& and gone. Nungquam tutele ſue fiunt ; Sen. Ep.33. 
They are ever in Warthip, and never left 
to their own Tuition. I was privately at 
Piſa carried to ſee a very honeſt man 3 but fo 
pou an Ariſtotelian, that his moſt uſual The- 
1s was, That the Touch-ſtone and Square of 
all ſolid Imagination, and of the Truth, was an 
abſolute conformity to Ariſtotle's Do@rine 3 
and that all beſides was nothing but Inanity 
and Chimera 3 for that be had ſeen all, and 


ſaid all. A Poſition, that for having been a 
R 4 little 


.& 


_— 
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little too injuriouſly, and malitiouſly inter- 


| preted, brought him firſt into, and afterwards 


Dante In- 
ferno, Can- 
0 12, 


1M- x 


6c 


2,73) 


Tong kept him in great trouble in the Inqui- 
fition at Rozre. Let him make him examine, 
and thoroughly ſift every thing he reads, and 
lodge nothing in his Fancy upon fimple Au- 
thority, and upon truft. Ariſtotle's Principles 
will then be no more Principles to him, than 
thoſe of Epicarus and the Stoicks : only let 
this Diverſity of Opinions be propounded to, 
and laid before him, he will himſelf chooſe, 
If he be able; if not, he will remain in 
doubt. 


Che non menche ſaper dubbiar m' aggrada. 
I love ſometimes to doubt, as well as know, 


For if heembrace the Opinions of Xenophor: 
and Plato, by maintaining them, they will no 
more be theirs, but become his own. Whofol- 
lows another, follows nothing, finds nothing, 
nay, is inquiſitive after nothing. Nor ſums 
fub Rege, {bi quiſque ſe vindicet 5 Let him at 
_ know, that i" ___ {e will be negel 
ary that he imbibe their knowledge, not 
that he be corrupted with their Precepts 3 
and no matter if he. for X is 
Learning, provi e know how to ap- 
ply it to his own Uſe 3 Truth and Roan 
are_common' to every one, and are:no m_ 

13 


them after. *Tis no more according to Pla- + 

to, than according to me, fince both he and 

I equally ſee and underſtand them. Bees cull x =) 
their ſeverg] Sweets from this Flower, and 

that Bloſſom, here and there where they 

find them, but themſelves after make the Ho- 

ney, which is all, and purely their own, 

and no more Time and Marjoram : ſo the ſe- 

veral Fragments he borrows from others, he 
eg =p ſhuffle together to com- 


_ Pile a Work that ſhall be abſolutely his own; 


that is to ſay, his Judgment, his Inſtruci- 
on, Labour, and Study, tend to nothing 
elſe but to incline, and make him capable 
ſo to do. He is not obligd to diſcover - 
whence he had his Ammunition, but only 
to produce what he has himſelf composd. 
Men that live upon Rapine, and borrow- 
ing, expoſe their Purchaſes and Buildings to 
every ones knowledge and view : but do 
not proclaim how they came by the Mo- 
ney. We do not ſee the Fees and Perquiſits 
belonging to the FunQtion and Offices of a 
Gentleman of the long Robe 5; but we ſee 
the Noble Alliances wherewith he forti- 
fies himſelf and his Family, and the Titles 
and Honours he has obtain'd for him and 
his. No man divulges his Revenue: or at leaſt 
which way it comes in : but every one pub- 


liſhes his Parchaces, and is content the World 
| ſhould 
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bis who ſpake them firſt, than his who ſpeaks 
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ſhould know his: good Condition. The 
1 nth Advani 1 our Study. are to become bet- 

ter. and more wiſe, 'Tis :( lays Epicharmus,) 

the Underſtanding that fees and bears, 'tis the 
Underſtanding that improvesevery thing, that 

orders every thing, . and that afts, rules, and 

reigns : all other Faculties are blind, and deaf, 

and without Soul; and certainly, we_render 

it timerous and ſervile, in not = it the 

Liberty and Priviledge to do any thing of it 

* fel Who ever askd his Pupil what he 
thought of Grammar and Rhetorick, .or of 
ſuch-and ſuch a Sentence of Cicero Our Ma- 

ſters dart and ſtick them full feather'd in our 
Memories, and ' there eſtabliſh them like 
Oracles, of which the very Letters and Sylla- 

bles are of the ſubſtance of the thing. To 

know by rote, is no Knowledge, _ fignt- 

fies no more but only to retain what one has 
intruſted to his Memory. That which a man 

rightly knows and underſtands, he is the free 
Diſpoſer of at his own full Liberty, without 

any regard to the Author from whence he 

_ had it, or fumbling over the Leaves of his 

af ſn & x Book. A mere Bookiſh Learning is both 
troubleſome and ungraceful; and cough it 

What true-may ſerve for {ome kind of Ornament, there 
Philoſo- is yet. no Foundation for any Superſtrufture 
Ar Hy to be built upon 1t, according to the Opini- 
Plats, on of Plato, who ſays, that Conſtancy, Faith, 
, and Sincerity, are the true Philoſophy, nd 
_ the 
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the other Sciences, that are directed to other 
ends, to be adulterate and falſe. I could wiſh, 
that Paluel or Pompey, the two famous-Dan- 
cing-Mafters of my Time, could have taught 
us to cut Capers, by only ſeeing them do it, 
without ſtirring from our Places, as theſe 
men pretend to inform the Underſtanding, 
without ever ſetting them to work ; or thae 
we could learn to Ride, handle a Pike, touch 
a Lute, or Sing, without the trouble of Pra- 
Qice, as theſe attempt to make us Judge, and 
Speak well, without exerciſing us 1n Judging 
and Speaking. Now in this Initiation of our 
Studies, and in the Progreſs of them, what* 
ſoever preſents it ſelf before us is Book ſuffi- 
cient ; a Roguy Trick of a Page, a fottiſh 
Miſtake of a Servant, or a Jeſt at the Table, 
are ſo many new Subjeas. And tor this ve- 
ry Reaſon, Converſation with men 1s of ve- 
ry great Uſe, and Travel into Foreign Coun- 
tries of ſingular Advantage 3 not to bring 
back (as moſt of our young Monſieurs do) an 
Account only of how many Paces Sante Ro- 
torda is 1n Circuit 3 or of the Richneſs of 
Signiora Livia's Attire; or, as ſome others, 
how much Nero's Face, in a Statue in ſuch an 
old Ruine, is longer and broader than that 
made for him at ach another Place: but to 
be able chiefly to give an Account of the 
Humours, Manners, Cuſtoms, and Laws of 

thoſe Nations where he has been. And, that 


we 


251- 
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we may whet-and ſharpen our Wits by rub- 
bing them upon thoſe of others. I would 
that a Boy ſhould be ſent abroad very 
young ( and principally to kill two Birds 
with one Stone) into thoſe neighb'ring A 
Nations whoſe Language is moſt differing | 
from our own, and to which, if it be not 

 form'd betimes, the Tongue will be grown I 
2p #4.\v- x too ſtiff to bend. And alſo 'tis the general 


a 
Opinion of all, that a Child ſhould not be \ 
brought up in his Mother's Lap. Mothers | 
c 
1 


(*) are too tender, and their natural Aﬀedtion 
is apt to make the moſt —_ of them 
all fo over-fond, that they _ can neither 
find in their Hearts to give them due Cor- 
rection for the Faults they commit, nor 
ſuffer them to be brought up in thoſe || © 

Hardſhips and Hazards they ought to be. 
They would not endure to fee them re- 
Fondne® turn all Duſt and Sweat from their Exerciſe, 
pernicious tO drink cold Drink when they are hot, 
to Educi- nor ſee them mount an unruly Horſe, nor 

' take a Foil in hand againſt a rude Fencer, 

- or ſo much as to diſcharge a Carbine: and | 
+ yet there is no Remedy 3 whoever will 
breed a Boy to be good for any thing when 
he comes to be a Man, muſt by no means 
ſpare him, even when ſo young, and muſt 
very often tranſgreſs the Rules of Phy- 


ck: 


Vitins- 
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Vitimque ſub dio, & trepidis agat . Hwar.l.1s 
In rebus. Ode 2. _ 
He muſt ſharp Cold and ſcorching Heat de- - =) 
ſpiſe, 
| And moſt tempt Danger where moſt Danger 
| lies, 


It is not enough to fortifie his Soul, you are E <&) 

alſo to make his Sinews ſtrong; for the Soul 

will be oppreſt, if not aſſiſted by the Mem- 

bers, and would: have too hard a Task to ' 

diſcharge two Offices alone. T know very + 

well, to my Coſt, how much imine groans | 

under the Burthen, for being accommodated "4Þ 

with a Body ſo tender and indifpoſed, as | 

eternally leans and preſſes upon her 3 and of- 

ten in my Reading perceive, that our Ma- x *x c x + 

ſters, in their Writings, make Examples paſs 

for Magnanimity and Fortitude of Mind, 

which really is rather Toughneſs of Skin and 

Hardneſs of Bones; for I have ſeen Men, X) 

Women, and Children, naturally born of fo od 

hard and inſenſible a Conſtitution of Body, 

that a ſound cudgelling has been leſs tothem, 

than a Flirt with a Finger would have been Þ 

to me, and that would neltver cry — | [ 1 

nor quitch, for a winging Beating 3 and #) * 

which Wreſtlers Landing rr Philoſophers 

in Patience, 'tis rather Strength of Nerves than 

Stoutnels of Heart. Now ro be inurd to un- 

dergo Labour, is to be accuſtomed to endure , f 
PEDNT os NIE | Grief: {] 


F <- = 
- £2 


254 Seigneur de Montaigne's Efays. Book 1. 
CicroTyp, Grief : Labor callum obducit dolori : Labour 
hz * ſupplies Grief with a certain Callus, that de- 
| hg fends it fron. the Blow. A Boy is to be 1n- 
ESR" urd to the Toil and Vehemency o Exerciſe, 


to train him up to the Pain, and ſuffering 
| i Diſlocations” Cholicks, Cauteries, and 
even Impriſonment, and the Rack it felt}; for 


f) he way come, by Misfortune, to_be Te- 
ducd to the: worlt of theſe, which ,(as.this 
World goes) is ſometimes inflicted on' the 

« Good, as. well as the Bad. As for Proof, 

12 our preſent Civil War, whoever draws 

B his .Sword - againſt the Laws, threatens all 

| 2 honeſt Men - with the Whip and the Halter. 

6: And moreover, by living at home, the'Au- 

F | thority of this Governour, which onght to 

73K be ſovereign over the Boy he has receivd in- 

to his Charge, is often checkd, interrupted, 

and hindred by the Preſence of Parents; to .$ 
Which may alſo be added, that the Reſpect 

the whole Family: pay him, as their Maſters | 

Son, and the Knowledge he has of the Eſtate 

and Grearnefs, he is Heir to, are, in my Opt- 

Nnion, no ſmall Iaconveniences in thete tender 

;Years. And yet even in this converiing with 

., Menl ſpoke of but now, I have obſerv'd this 

7, 7: « Vice, That inſtead of gathering Obſervations 

from others, we make it, our-whole Buſineſs 

to lay our ſelves open to them, and are more 


concern'd how to expoſe and ſet out our own 
Commodities, than how to increaſe our Stock 


by 
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by acquiring new. Silence therefore, and 


Modeſty, are very advantageous Qualities in 


Converſation : and one ſhould therefore train 
up this Boy to be ſparing, and a good Huſ: 
band of. his Talent oÞUnderſtanding, when 
once acquird'; and to forbear taking Excep- 
tions at, or reproving every idle Saying, or 
ridiculous Story, is ſpoke or told in his Pre- 
ſence; for it 15 a Rudeneſs tocontrovert eve- 
y thing that is not agreeable to our own 
Pallat. Let him be ſatisfied with corre&ing 
himſelf,,and not feem to condemn every thin 

in another he would not do himſelf, nor dif- 
pute againſt common Cuſtoms. Let him be 


wile without Arrogancy, without Envy, Let 
higi avoid” theſe vain and uncivil Images of 
Authority, this childiſh Ambition of covet- 
Ing to appear better bred, and more accom- 

Iiſh'd, than he really will 'by ſuch Carriage 
diſcover himſelf to be, and, as if Opportuni- 
ties of interrupting. and reprehending were 
not to be omitted, to defire from thence to 
derive the Reputation of ſomething more than 
otdinary : for as it becomes none but great 


Poets to make uſe of the Poetical Licenſe, al- | 


"© 


I a, 


| 2p trot": 


low'd only to thoſe of celebrated Art it is | 


alſo intollerable, that any but Men of great 


and illuſtrious Souls ſhould be pgs 
d So- Cic. de 


above the Authority of Cuſtom 3 S7 qui 


crates, © Ariſtippus contra morem, & confue- 0ffic. t. 1. 


Fudinem fecerunt, idem ſibi ne arbitratur licere : 
magni 


.# 


= 
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 magnis enim. illi, & divinis bonjs hanc licen- 
-Hiar Afr, If Socrates and Ariſtippes 

have tranſgref'd the Rules of Cuſtom, lethim 

not imagine that he is licens'd to do the ſame; 

for it was by great {od ſovereign Vertues 

, that they obrain'd this Priviledge. - Let him 

be inſtructed not to engage in Diſcourſe, or 

diſpute but with a Champion worthy of him, 

and even there not to make ufe of all the lit- 

tle Fallacies and Subtleties that are par for his 

=. .-. + Purpoſe; butonly ſuch as may beſt ſerve him 

Ne \4x Upon that Occaſion, Let him be taught to 

be:curious in the Ele&ion and” Choice of his 

Reaſons, to abominate. Impertinence, and 

conſequently, to affe& Brevity 3 but above 

y4 2/.: all, let him be leflon'd to acquieſce and Tub- 

mit to Truth ſo-ſoon as ever he {hall diſcover 

it, whether in his Opponent's Argument, os 

* upon better Conſideration -of his own 3 for 

he ſhall never be preferrd to the Chair for a 

mere clatter of Words and Syllogiſms, , and is 

no. further engag'd to any Argument what- 

ever, than as he ſhall in his own Judgment . 

approve it; nor yet 1s Arguing a Trade, where 

the. liberty of Recantation, and. getting off 

upon better Thoughts, are to be ſold for rea- 

Cic. Aces, Ay Money. Negque, ut omnia, que preſcripta 

L 4 & imperata ſint; defendat, peu 25 ulla cogi« 

tur : Neither is there any Neceſſity. or Obli- 

$000 upoR him at all, that he ſhould,de- 

end all things-that are recommended to, and 

| en- 
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and enjoyn'd him. If_his Governour be of r v 


my Humour, he will form his Will to 


be a very good and Loyal Subject to his 


Prince, very affeQionate to his Perſon, and 
very ſtout in_ his Quarrel' 3 but withal}, 
he will cool in him the deſire of having any 
other tye to his Service, than merely a Pub- 
lick Duty 5 becauſe, beſides ſeveral other In- 
conveniences, that are very inconſiſtent with 
the honeſt Liberty every honeſt man ought 
to have, a man's Judgment being bribd and 


Yo'P ” 


prepoſleſs'd by thele particular Obligations pepen- 
and Fayours, is either blinded, and leſs free dance up- 
to exerciſe its Function, or ſhall be blemiſh'd 22m 


either with Ingratitude or Indiſcretion. A 
man that is purely a Courtier, can neither 
havePower nor Wit to ſpeak or think other- 


wiſe than favourably and well of a Maſter, .. 


who, amongſt ſo many millions of other Sub- 
jects, has pickt out him with his own hand 
to nouriſh and advance. This Favour, and 
the Profit flowing from it, muſt needs, and 
not without ſome {hew of Reaſon, corrupt 
his Underſtanding, and deprive him: of the 
freedom of ſpeaking : and alſo we common- 
ly ſee theſe People ſpeak in another kind of 
Phraſe than is ordinarily ſpoken by others of 
the ſame Nation, though what they .ſay in 
that Courtly Language, is not much to be 
believ'd in ſuch Caſes. Let his Conſcience and 
Vertue be eminemly manifeſt in his ſpeak- 

- F— ng, 


Ll 
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ing, and have only Reaſon for their guide. 
Make him underſtand, that to acknowledge 
the Errour he ſhall diſcover in his own Ar- 
gument, though only found out by himſelf, 
1s an effect of Judgment and (incerity, which 

are the principal things he is to ſeck after. 
2x { That Obſtinacy and Contention are common 
qualities, moſt appearing in, and beſt becom- 
ing a mean and 1lliterate Soul. That to re- 
colle&, and to corre&t himſelf, and to for- 
ſake an unjuſt Argument in the height and 
heat of Diſpute, are great, and philoſophical 
Qualities. Let him be advisd,being in Com- F 
pany, to have his Eye and Ear in every cor- 
ner of the Room; for I find that the Places 
of greateſt Honour are commonly poſleſt by 
Men that have leaſt in them, and that the 
WH: | preateſt Fortunes are not always accompanied 
with the ableſt Parts. I have been preſent, 
when, whilft they at the upper end of the 
Chamber have been only commending the 
Beauty of the Arras, or the Flavour of the 
Wine, many things that have been very 
finely ſaid, have. been loſt and thrown away 
at the lower end of the Table. Let him ex- 
amine every Mans Talent, a Peaſant, a Brick- 
layer, or a Paſſenger; a Man may learn 
ſomething from every one of theſe in their 
ſeveral Capacities, and ſomething will be | 
pick'd, out of their Diſcourſe, whereof ſome # 
uſe may be made at one time or anotherz | 
| nay 
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nay, even the Folly and Impertinence of others 


will contribute to his Inſtruftion. By ob- obfervati- 
ſerving the Graces and Faſhions of all he 


ſees; he will create to himſelf an Emulation 
of the good, and a contempt. of the bad. Let 
an honeſt curioſity be ſuggeſted ro his Fancy 
of being inquiſitive after every thing, and 
whatever there is of ſingular and rare near 
the Place where he ſhall reſide, let him go 
and ſee it; a fine Houſe, a delicate Fountain, 
an eminent Man, the Place where a - Battel 
has been anciently fought, and the Paſſages of 
Ceſar and Charlemain. 


[ 


ne Tellus ſit lema geln, que putris ab &ſin, cats 


Ventns in Italiam quis bene vela ferat. 


What Countries to the Bear objected lye, 
What with the Dog-Star Heats are parch'd and 
And what Wind faireſt ſerves for [taly. (dry, 


Ler him enquire into the Manners, Revenues, 
and Alliances of Princes,things in themſelves 
very pleaſant to learn, and very uſeful to 
know. Inthis Converſing with Men, I mean, 
and principally thoſe who only live 1n the 
Records of Hiſtory, he ſhall by reading thoſe 


Ele. 39. 


Books, converſe with thoſe great and hero- Reading 


an idle and vain Study I confeſs, tb thoſe 
who make it ſo, by doing it after a negligent 
9 2 manner, 


| ick Souls of former and better Ages. - *Tis Hiſtory, 
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manner, but to thoſe who do it with care 
_and Obſervation, 'tis a ſtudy of ineſtimable 
Fruit-and valuez and the only one, as Plato 
reports, the Lacedemonians relerv'd to them- 
ſelves. What profit {hall he not reap as to the 
Buſineſs of Men, by reading the Lives of 214- 
tarch'? But withall, let my Governour re- 
member to what end his Inſtructions are prin- 
cipally dire&ed, and that he do not ſo much 
imprint in his Pupils Memory, the date of the 
'Ruine of Carthage, as the Manners of Harx- 
zibal and Scipio, nor ſo much where Mar- | 
cellus dy'd, as why it was unworthy of his 
Duty that he dy'd there. That he do not 
teach him ſo much the Narative part, as the 
Buſineſs of Hiſtory. The reading of which, 
in my Opinion, is a thing that of all others 
we-apply our ſelves nnto with the moſt dif- 
fering, and uncertain Meaſures. T have read 
an-hundred things 1n Livze that another has 
not, . or not taken notice of at leaſt, and 
Plutarch has read an hundred more there than 
ever I coald find, or then peradventure that 
Author ever Writ. To ſome it is meerly a 
Grammar Study, to others the very Anato- | 
my of Philoſophy, by which the moſt fe- | 
cret, and abſtruſe parts of our humane Nature ® 
are penetrated into. There are in Plutarch 
many Jong Diſcourſes very worthy to be care- Z 
fully read and obſervd,for heis,in myOpinion, 7 
of all other, the greateſt Maſter in that kind of # 
Writing 5 | 


Elegy of 
Plutarch. 
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” upon, where he only points with his Finger 
1- | to dire us which way we may go if we 
\e | will, and contents himſelf ſometimes with gi- 
,. | ving only one brisk hit in the niceſt Article 
-. | of the Queſtion; from whence we are to 
1. | grope out the reſt: as for Example, where he 
h ſays, That the Inhabitants of Alta came to bs 
* Vaſſals to one only, for not having been able to 
,. | pronounce one Syllable, which 3s, No. Which 
.. | Saying of his, gave perhaps matter and occa- 
:.  fionto Bodtizs to write his Voluntary Servi- 
\t | fude. Even this but to ſee him pick out a 
ny light Action in a man's Life; or a Word, that 
| |} does not ſeem to be of any ſuch Importance, 
« & 15 it ſelf a whole Diſcourſe. *Tis to our Pre- 
c jJudice that men of Underſtanding ſhould fo 
1 & 1mmoderately affect Brevityz no doubt bur 
* their Reputation 1s_ the better by 1t: but IN 
3 | the mean time we are the worſe. Plutarch 
= had rather. we ſhould applaud his Judgmear, 
+ | than commend his Knowledge, and had ra- 
a | ther leave us with an Appetite to read more, 


than glutted with thar we have already read. 
- & He knew very well, that a Man may fay too 
 # much even upon the beſt Subje&s, and that 


; 2 4lexandrides did juſtly reproach him who 
_ & made very elegant, but too long Speeches 
| & to the LAphori, when he ſaid, O Strarger ! 


but 


thou ſpeakeſt the things tho oughteſt to ſpeak,, 


Writing 3 but withall, there are a thouſand 
others which he has only touch'd, and glanc'd_ 
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but not after the manner that thou ſhould'ſt 
%) ſpeak them. Such as have lean and ſpare Bo- 

dies ſtuff themſelves out with Cloaths; fo 
they who are deſetive jn Matter, endeavour 
to make amends with Words. | Humane Un- 
derftanding is marvelloufly enlightned by 
daily Converſation with men,for we are other- 
wile of our ſelves ſo ſtupid as to have our 
Sight limited to the length of our own No- 
ſcs. One asking Socrates of what Country 
he was, he did not make Anſwer of Athens, 
but of the World ; he whoſe Imagination 1s 
better levell'd, could carry further, embracd | 
the whole World for his Country, and ex- 
tended his Society and Friendſhip to all Man- Þ 
kind; not as we do, who look no further | 
than our Feet. When the Vines of our Vil- | 
lage are nip'd with the Froſt, the Pariſh 
Prieſt preſently concludes, that the Indigna- 
tion of God 1s gone out againft all Humane 
Race, and that the Cannibals have already 
got the Pip. Who is it, that feeing the 
bloody Havock of theſe Civil Wars of ours, 
does not cry out, That the Machine of the | 
World 1s near Diftolution, and that the Day 
of Judgment 1s at hand z without confidering, | 
that many worſe Revolutions have been ſeen; Þ 
and that, 1n the mean time, People are very ® 
merry 1n a thouſand other Parts of the Earth 
for all this 2 For my Part, conſidering the Li- 
cenſe and Impunity that always attend fuch. 2 
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 Commogions, I admire they arc ſo moderate, . 
*and that there is no more Miſchief done. To x 4 69553 


we are all of us inſetifibly in this Error, an 
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; whole Kingdom, no bigger than the leaſt 


£ 


him that feels the Hail-ſtones patter about his 
Ears, the whole Hemiſphear appears to be in 
Storm and Tempeſt; like the ridiculous Sa- X) 
voyard, who ſaid very gravely, That it that 
imple King of France could have manag'd 
his Fortune as he ſhould have done, he might 
11 time haye come to have been Steward of 
the Houſhold to the Duke his Maſter :_the 
Fellow could not, 1n his ſhallow Imaginati- 
on, conceive that there could be any thing 
greater than a Duke of Savoy. And in truth 


- 


Error of a very great Train, and very perni- 
cious Conſequence. But whoever ſhall re- 
preſent to his Fancy, as in a PiQure, that 
great Image of our Mother Nature, pourtray- 
ed in her full Majeſty and Luſtre, whoever 
in her Face ſhall read ſo general and fo con- 
ſtant a Variety, whoever ſhall obſerve him- 
ſelf in that Figure, and not himſelf but a 


Touch or Prick of a Pencil in compariſon of 
the whole, that man alone 1s able to value 
things accoraing to their true Eſtimate and 
Grandeur. This great World which ſome do 
yet multiply as ſeveral Species under one Ge- 
29, 1s the Mirror wherein we are to behold 
our ſelves, to be able to know our ſelves as 
we ought to do, In ſnort, I would have 
S 4 this 


_ 
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this to- be the Book my young GHhtleman,,., 
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ſhould ſtudy ' with the moſt Attention 3 for 
ſo many Humours, ſo many Seats, ſo many 
Judgments, Opinions, Laws, and Cuſtoms, 
teach us to judge aright of our own, and in- 
form our Underſtandings to. diſcover their 
Imperfetion and natural Infirmity, which 1s 
no trivial Speculation. So many Mutations 
of States and Kingdoms, and ſo many Turns 
and Revolutions of publick Fortune, will 
make us wiſe enough to make no great won- 
der of our own. So many great Names, ſo 
many famous Viories and Conqueſts drown'd 
and {wallow'd in Oblivion, render our Hopes 


,TidicuJous of eternizing our Names by the ta- 
king of half a ſcore light Horſe, or a paltry 


Turret, which only. derives its Memory from 
its Ruine. The Pride and Arrogancy of fo 
many foreign Pomps and Ceremonies, the tu- 
morous Majeſty of ſo many Courts and Gran- 
deurs, accuſtom and fortifie our Sight with- 
out Aſtaniſhment to behold and endure the 
luſtre of our own. So many millions, of men 
buried before us, encourage us not to fear to 
go ſeck ſo good Company inthe other World : 
and fo of all the reſt. Pythagoras was wont to 
ſay, That our Life retires to the great and 
populous Aſſembly of the Olympick Games, 
wherein ſome exerciſe the Body, that they 
may carry away the Glory of the Prize in 
thoſe Contentions, and others carry Merevar. 
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diſe to: ſell for Profit. There are alſo ſome 
(and thoſe none of the worſt ſort) who pur-" 


ſue no other Advantage than only to look 
on, and conſider how, and why every thing 
is done, and to be unattive Spefators of the 
Lives of other men, thereby the better ta 
judge of, and to regulate their own; and in- 
deed, from Examples.all the Inſtruion couch'd 
in Philoſophical Diſcourſes, may naturally 
flow, to which all humane Actions, as to 
their beſt Rule, ought to be eſpecially di- 


refed: wherea Man ſhall be taught to know, » 


OO nnn——— Quid fas optare, quid aſper 
Utile nummus habet, patrie chariſq, propinquis 
uantur elargiri deceat, quem te Dems efſe * 
Juſfut, & humana qua parte locatis es in re, 
Puid ſums, aut quidnam viduri gignimur. 


What he may wiſh, what's Money's natural uſe, 
What to be liberal is, and what profuſe, (be, 
What God commands an honeſt Man (ſhould 
And here on Earth to know in what Degree 
That God has placd thee, what we are, and 
He gave us Being, and Humanity. (why, 


Whatitis to know, and what to be ignorant, 
what oughtto be the End and Deſign of Study, 
what Valour, Temperance, and Juſtice are, the 
difference betwixt Ambition and Avarice, Ser- 
vitudeand SubjeQion, Licenſe and Liberty, by 
what Token a man may know the true _ 
ſol1 
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_ Golid Contentation, how far Death, AﬀMigi- 
on, and Diſgrace, are to be apprehended. * 


7 


KP. An. Ez quo quemque modo fugiatq ſeratqz laborem, 


Labour tavoid op nndergo. 


jw ovl] And which way every one may know 


By what ſecret Springs we move, and the # 

Reaſon of our various Agitations and Irreſo- 

/ &5* : lutions: for methinks the firſt Doarine with 
| » Which one ſhould ſeaſon his Underſtanding, 
ought to be that which regulates his Manners 

— his Senſe ; that teaches him to know 

himſelf, and how both well to dye, and well 


x) to live. Amongſt the Liberal Sciences, let 
us begin with that that makes us free 3 not 


or n—_— 


WER SITIO MN 
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that they do not all ſerve in ſome meaſure to 
the Inſtruction and Uſe of Life, as all other 
things in ſome ſort alſo do; but let us make 
choice of that which direly and profeſs dly 

+ ſerves to that end. If we are once able to 
reſtrain the Offices of Humane Life within 
their juſt and nataral Limits, we ſhall find 
that moſt of the Sciences in uſe are of no 
ogrcat uſe to us, and even in thoſe that are, 
that there are many very unneceſfary Cavi- 
ties and Dilatations which we were better to 
x) let alone, and following Socrates his Dire- 
Aion, limit the Courſe of our Studies to # 
thoſe things only where a true and real _ = 
ity | 


og bx 
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t- lity and Advantage are to be expeted and | : 


"found. | 
Sapere aude, | 
M, Tncipe Vivendi, qui refe prorogat Horam, 5 
Rufticus expeFat dum defiuat ammis, at ille * PeIPg I. 
Labitur, & labetur in onne volubilis Ouum. © . 


Dare to be wile 3 begin, who to their wrong, 


e & The Hour of living well deferr too long, 

Þ Like Ruſtick Fools, fit with a patient Eye 

h Expetting when the murm'ring Brook runs 

3 = 5 ( dry, 

s ® WhoſeSprings cannever fail, 'till the laſt Fire 

© Lick up the Ocean, and the World expire. 

t 'Tis a great foolery to teach our Children 

) | uid moveant Piſcis, animoſaque ſigna Leowis . 
" & Lotus, et Heſperia quid Capricornus aqua. ; ev 


What influence Piſces have,o're what the ray 
Of angry Leo bears the greateſt ſway, 

® Or Capricorn Province, who (till laves 
His threatning Fore-head in the Heſperian 
EC > OW __ ( Waves. 


the Knowledge of the Stars and the Mo- 
tion of the cighth Sphere, before their own. 
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How ſwift the ſeven Siſters Motions are,' 


Or the dull Churls how flow, what need I 


( care. 


x) + 'Anaximenes writing to Pythagoras, To what 


nA) 


i 


urpoſe, Taid he, ſhould I trouble my ſelf in 
: _— out the Secrets of the Stars, having 
Death or Slavery continually before my Eyes 2 
For the Kings of Le 1a were at that time pre- 
paring to invade his Country. Every one 
oughe to ſay the ſame, Being aſſaulted, as I 
an by Ambition, Avarice, lemerity, and Su- 
= __— having within ſo many other 
Enemies of Life, ſhall I go cudgel my Brains 

"a 

0 


' about the Worlds Revolutions * Aﬀter havin 
Ne 6; taught him what will make him more wile 


and good, you may. then entertain him with 
the Elements of Logick, Phyſick, Geometry, 
and Rhetorick, and the Science which he 
ſhall then himſelf moſt incline to, his Judg- 
ment being before-hand form'd and fit to 
chooſe, he will quickly make his own. The 
Way of inſtruding him ought to be ſome- 
times by Diſcourſe, and ſometimes by read- 
ing, ſometimes his Governour: ſhall put the 
Author himſelf, which he ſhall think moſt 
proper for him, into his Hands, and- ſome- 
times only the Marcow and Subſtance of it ; 
and if himſelf be not converſant enough in 
Books to turn to all the fine Diſcourſes the 


Book contains,there may ſome Man of Learn-_ 


ing be joyn'd to him, that upon every occa- 
ſion 


Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 'Book I.) 
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- fion. ſhall ſupply him with what he deſires, 
and ſtands in need of , to recommend to his 
Pupil. And who can doubt, but that this 
way of teaching is much more eafje and na- 
tural, than that of Gaza? In which the pre- 
cepts are ſo intricate, and ſo harſh, and the 
Words ſo vain, lean, and inſignificant, that 
there is'no hold to be taken of them, nothing 
that quickens and elevates the Wit and 
Fancy, whereas here the Mind has what to 
feed upon, and to digeſt : this Fruit there- 
fore is not only without compariſon, much 
more fair and beautiful 5 but will alſo be 
much more early, and ripe. Tis a thouſand 
pirties, that Maſters ſhould be_at fach a paſs 
in this Age of ours, that Philoſophy, even 


with Men of Underſtanding, ſhould belook't . 


upon as a vain, and fantaſtick Name, a thing 
of no uſe, no 'value, either in Opinion oft 
'Effe&t, of which I think theſe lowſie Ergo- 


tiſmes, and little Sophiſtry, by prepoſſething 


the "Avennes unto it, are_the cauſe. And 


People are much to blame to repreſent it to | 


Children for a thing of ſo difficult acceſs, 
and with ſuch a frowing, grim, and formi- 
dable aſpe& : who has diſguisd it thus, with 


this falſe, pale, and ghoſtly Countenance ? . . 
There is nothing more aery, more gay, more* - * 


frolick, and I had' like to have ſaid, more 
wanton. She preaches nothing but Feaſting 
and Jollityz a melancholick thoughtful _- 
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I {*) LVEF ſhews that ſhe does not inhabit there. Dexre- 
; ' "RF" frizs the Grammarian finding in the Temple 
/ of Delphbos a Knot of Philoſophers ſet chat- 
| ring together, ſaid to them, Either [ an much 


benances, you are engag d in no very deep Diſc 
courſe. To which one of them, -Heracleon 
the Magician, reply*d, Tis for ſuch as are 
puzzled about enquirmg whether the future 
Tenſe of the Verb Baanw be ſpelt witha dots 
ble a, or that hunt after the Derivation of 


_ Deprendas animi tormenta latentis in eero © 
Pls 9%8Þ Corpore, deprendas, & gatdia, ſumit ntrungz 
. Inde habitum facies. Fon | 


HV; Th internal R_ of a fick Man's mind 
'Your Eye may ſoon diſcern, and alſo, find 


Tis Jojo of thoſe in better Health that are, 


—— — 
——— 


to be of ſuch a Conſtitution ealth, as to 
render the Body m like manner healthful too z 
the onght to make her. Tranquillity and Sa- 

TR: _ tisfation 


71 638 The Soul that entertains Philoſophy,ought 
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deceru d, "vr by yorr cheerful and pleaſant Copn-' 


the Comparatives 4«2/ov 8A, and the Su- | 
perlatives X#i2/roy BrA7Fov, tO knit their Brows | 
* = , - whilſt diſcoutſing of their Sctence: but as to | 
| POOINY Diſcourſes, they always divert | 


and cheer up thoſe they entertain, and never |; 
, GezeCct them or make them ſad. = 
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or {ll the Face does the Mind's Livery wear. ® 
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5* | 
tisfacion ſhine ſo as to appear without, and 
her Contentment ought to faſhion the out- 
Ward Behaviour to her own Mould, and 


conſequently to fortifie it with a graceful 
Confidence, an ative Carriage, and with a 


ſerene and contented Countenance. The moſt 4, 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſay » IH4 
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ecrful- | 


manifeſt fign of Wiſdom is a continual Chear- net a fign 
falnels; her Eſtate is like that of things in "I x) 


the Regions above the Moon, always clear 
and ſerene. *'Tis Baraco and Baralipton that 
render their Diſciples ſo dirty and 1ll-fa- 
vourd, and not ſhe; they do not ſo much 
as know her but by Hear-ſay. Ir is ſhe that 
calms and appeaſes the Storms and Tempeſts 
ofa Soul hd who teaches Famine and Fe- 
vers. to laugh and ſing 3 and that, not by 
certain imaginary Epicycles, but by natural 


and manifeſt Reaſons. She has Vertue for 


her end ; which 1s not, as the School-men 
ſay, ſcituate upon the ſummity of a perpens 


dicular Rock, and an inacceſſible Precipice. -. * 


Such as have approach'd her, find it quite 
contrary, to be ſeated in a fair, fruitful, and 
flouriſhing Plain, from whence ſhe eafily dif- 
covers all things ſubjefed to her; to which 
Place any one may however arrive, if he 
know but the eafieſt and the neareſt way, 


thorough ſhady, green, and ſweetly flouriſh- 


ing Walks and Avenues, by a pleaſant, eafie, 
and ſmooth Deſcent, like tfat of the Catle- 
ftial Arches: 'Tis for not having A 

this 
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amiable, this equally delicious and courage- 
ous Vertue, this ſo profeſsd and implacable 
Enemy to Anxiety, Sorrow, Fear and Con- 
ſtraint, who, having, Nature for her Guide, 
has Fortune and Pleaſure for her Compani- 
ons, that they have gone according to their 


diculous, this ſorrowful, guerulous, delpite- 
ful, threatning, terrible Image of it to them- 
ſelves and others, and plac'd it upon a ſoli- 
tary Rock amongſt Thorns and Brambles, 


and made of it a Hobgoblinto fright People | 

from daring to approach it. But the Go- 
; vernour that I-would have, that is ſuch a one 7 
as knows it to be his Daty to poſſeſs his Pu- ! 
pil with asmuch or more Aﬀection than Reve- i 
rence to Vertue, will be able to inform him, K 
that the Poets have evermore accommodated. 


themſelves to the Publick Humour, and make 
him Tenſible, that the Gods have planted 
more Toil and Sweat in the Avenues of the 
Cabinets of Venaxs, than thoſe of Mizzerova, 
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' this ſupreme, this beautiful, triumphant, and: 


which, when he ſhall once find him begin to | 


apprehend, and ſhall repreſent to him a Bre- 
damanta or an Angelica for a Miſtris, a na- 
tural, ative, generous, and not a mankind, # 
but a manly Beauty, in compariſon of a ſoft, 
delicate, artificial, fimpring, and affe&ed forms 7 
the one diſguis'd in the Habit of an Heroick. # 
Youth, with her beautiful face ſet out in a ® 
glit- > 


glittering Helmet, the other trick'd up in 
Curls and Ribbons like a wanton Minx ; he 
will then look upon his own Afﬀection as 
brave -and Maſculine, when he ſhall chooſe 
quite contrary to- that effeeminate Shepheard 
of Phrygia. Such a Tutor will make a Pupil 
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to digeſt this new Doftrine, that the height « 6<y* 


and value of true Vertue conſiſts in the Faci- 
lity, Utility, .and Pleafure of its Exerciſe 5 
ſo [' from Difficulty, that Boys, as well as 
Men, and the innocent as well as the ſubtle, 
may make it their own 3 and it 15 by Order 


| and good Condud@, and not by Force, that 
® it is to be acquird. Socrates, her firſt Mini- 
= on, 1s ſo averſe to all manner of Violence, as 
> totally to throw it aſide, to flip into the 
& more natural Facility of her own Progreſs : 
© "Tis the Nurſing-Mother of all humane Plea- 
# ſures, who in rendring them juſt, renders 


them alſo pure arid permanent; in moderating 
them, keeps them in Breath and Appetite; in 


{ ifiterdidting thoſe which ſhe her ſelf refuſes, 


s whets 


yhets our Deſire to thoſe that ſhe allows ; 
nd, like a kind arid liberal Mother, abun- 


S . F 
& dantly allows all that Nature requires, even 


© to Saciety, if not to Laſſitudez unleſs we will 


NY declaim, That the Regiment of Health ſtops 
= the Toper's Hand before he have drank him- 


b ſelf Drunk, the Gluttons before he have eat- 


& en to a Surfeit; ari naſt 
Z reer before he have got the Pox, is an Ene- 
= fy to Pleafure, If the ordinary Fortune fa]; 


the Whore-maſtets Ca- 


and 
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| Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book [ 
and that ſhe meet with an indocile Diſpoſiti- 


on, ſhe paſles that Diſciple by, and takes 
another, not ſo- fickle and unſteady. as the 


. other, : which ſhe forms wholly her own. 


A'E 9 x 


» 


. delightful, and more pleaſing, to. return all 


| Prize of thoſe Exerciſes 3 I ſee no other Re- i 


She can be Rich, be Potent and Wiſe, and 


knows how to.lye upon ſoft Down, and per- 


fum'd Quilts too : ſhe loves Life, Beauty, 
Glory, and Health 3_but her proper and pe- 
culiar Office is to know regularly how to | 


make uſe of all theſe good things, and how | 
to part with them without Concern: an Of- i 
fice much more noble than troubleſome, and 
without which the whole Courſe of Life is 
unnatural, turbulent, and deform'd 5; and 7 
there it is indeed, that Men may juſtly repre- 7 
ſent thoſe Monſters upon Rocks and Precipi- | 
ces, If this Pupil ſhall happen to be of ſo | 
croſs and contrary a Diſpoſition, that he had | 
rather hear a Tale of a Tub than the true 
Narrative of ſome noble Expedition, or ſome 
wiſe and learned Diſcourſe; who at the Beat 
of Drum, that excites the youthful Ardour | 
of his Companions, leaves ' that to follow 
another that calls to a Morrice, or the Bears, 
and who would not with, and find it more | 


Duſt and Sweat victorious from a Battel, ® 
than from Tennis, or from a Ball, with. the- * 


medy, but that he be bound Prentice in ſome i 
good. Town to learn to make mincd Pyes, # 
though he were the Son of a Duke, accord- 


ng 
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Chap.25. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 9275 
ing to, Plato's Precept, That Children are 


to be placd out, and diſpos'd of, not ac- 
cording to the Wealth, Qualities, or Condi- 


' tion of the Father, but according to the Fa- 
culties and the Capacity of their own Soul. 


But ſince Philoſophy is that which inſtrucs 
us to live, and that Infancy has there its Le(- 
fons as well as other Ages, why is it not 
communicated to Children betimes? And 


why are they not more early initiated in it? . 
UOdum, & molle Inture eft, nunc, nunc pro- Paſ,i.z; 


perandus, & acri 


 Fingtndus ſine fine rota. 


The top ÞB goth an BY 9, a GE 


aſte, 
And form the Pitcher, for the Wheel turns 
_ faft, 


They begin to teach us to live when we 
have” almoſt done living. A hundred Stu- 
dents have got the Pox before they have come 
to read Ariſtotle's Le&ure of Temperance, C- 
cero ſaid, That though he ſhould live two 
mens Ages, he ſhould never find leiſure to 
ſtudy the Lyrick Poets 3 and I find theſe So- 
phiſters yet more. deplorably unprofitable. 
The Boy we would breed has a great deal 


2x lefs time to ſpare; he owes but the firſt fifreen 
& or ſixteen Years of his Life to Diſcipline, the 


Remainder is due to Action: let us therefore 


C- employ that ſhort time in neceſlary Inſtructi- 


on. Away with the Logical Subrilties, they 
f 2 arc 
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are Abuſes, things by which our Lives can 

never be amended: take me the plain Philo- 

ſophical Diſcourſes, learn firſt how rightly to 

chooſe, and then rightly to apply them, they 

are more eafie to be underſtood than one of 

Bocace his Novels; a Child from Nurſe is 

_ much more capable of them, than of learning 

Ebay to read'or te. write, Philoſophy has Diſcqur- 

| fſes equally proper for Childhood, as for the 

x) decrepid Age of Men; and I am of Plutarch's 

drifttes mind, that Ariſtotle did not ſo much trouble 

=" 169" his great Diſciple with the Knack of forming 
nſtructing > a — 

Alexander Syllogiſms, or with the Elements of Geome- 

the Great. try, as with infuſing into him good Precepts 

concerning Valour, Prowels, Magnanimity, 

Temperance, and the Contempt of Fear; and 

with this Ammunition, ſent him, whilſt yet 

a Boy, with no more than 30000 Foot, 4000 

Horſe, and but 42000 Crowns, 'to ſubjugate 

« the Empire of the whole Earth. For the other 

Arts and Sciences, Alexander, ſays, he highly 

indeed commended their Excellency and 

Quaintneſs, and had them in very great Ho- 


© 
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nour and Eſteem, but not raviſh'd with them | 


to that degree, as to be tempted to atfe&t the i 


Practice of them in his own Perſon. 


Perſ.Sat.g, =---= Petite hinc juveneſque, ſeneſque 
Finem animo certum, miſerique viatica canis, 


Young men, and old, from hence your ſelves | | 


befriend, (and end; 
For both your Minds, with ſome ſure aim 


And | 


Chap. 25. © Seigneur de Montaigne's Bſſays. 377 
And both therein againſt the time to come, 
Wretched old Age, get a Viaticune. 


 Fpicurws, in the beginning of his Letter to 
 Menicew, ſays, That neither the youngeſt 
ſhould reſuſe to Philoſophize, nor the eldeſt 
raw weary of it : and who does otherwiſe, 
| ſeems tacitely to imply, that either the time 
 & - of living happily is nor yet come, or, that it 
= is Hready paſt: and yet for all that, I would 
not have this Pupil of ours1mpriſon'd, - and 
| & madea Slave to his Book; nor would I have 
| = him given up to the Moroſity, and melan- 
 # cholick Humour, of a ſowre, ill-naturd Pe- 
dant. I would not have his Spirit cow'd and 
ſubdu'd, by applying him to the Rack, and 
tormenting him as ſome do, 14 or 15 Hours 
| a''day, and ſo make a Pack-Horſe of him. 
| Neither ſhould I think it good, when, by « plat 
reaſon of a ſolitary and melancholick Com- + ' .-- 
plexion, he is diſcover'd to be much addicted” 
to his Book, to noariſh that Humour in him: 
- for that renders them unfit for Civil Conver- 
tation, and diverts them from better Em- 
ployments.. And how many have I ſeen in TX) 
my time totally brutified by an immoderate 
irſt after- Knowledge ? Carneades was fo 
 beſotted with it, that he would not find time 
& F much as to comb his Head, or to pare his 
Nails 3 neither would I have his generous. * 
Manners ſpoil'd and corrupted by the Inci- 
vility and Barbarity of thoſe of another. The 
| T 3 French 
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yer de Montaigne's 


ance; and in truth, we yet = that outing 
can be more imgenious -ahd:; pretty than 
the Children of France "ow he nk y 
deceive the Hope and Expe@ation hath been 
conceiv'd of them; and grown up to be men, 
bave nothing extraordinary, or worth taking 
notice of. I have heard men of good Under, 
ſtanding ſay, theſe Colledges of ours to which 
we:ſend our young People ( and of whichwe 


have but too many ) make them ſuch Ante i# 
mals as they are. But to our little Me» ſlew, © 
a Cloſet, a Garden, the Table, his Bed, Soli- % 
. tude and Company, Mormmning and Evening, all 


Hours ſhall be the ſame, and all Places to him 
a Study ;:for Philoſophy, who, as the Farr 
matrix of Judgment and Manners, ſhall be-his 


principal Leſſon, has that priviledge to have a | 


band 1n every thing. The Orator [focy ates, be- 
ing at a Feaſt intreated to ſpeak of his Aft, 
all the Company wereſatisfied with, and com- 
mended his Anſwer ; It 3s not now a time, 


Eſſays. Book D 
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ſaid he, to do what T can do ;, and that which | 
it is now time to do, I cannot do; For to © 


make Orations and Rhetorical Diſputes ina | 


— 


Company met. together ta laugh and make # 
good cheer, had been very unſeafonable and 7 
improper, and'as much might have been ſaid i 
. of all the other Sciences: Bnt as'to whatiedr)- 
cerns Philoſophy, that part:of it at leaſt that 

'treats of Man, and of his Offices and Du- | 


ties, 
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ties, it has been the joynt Opinion of all 
wiſe men, that, out of reſpect to the ſweet- 
neſs of her Converſation, ſhe is ever to be 


admitted in all Sports and Entertainments. 
 And-Plato, baving invited her to his Feaft, 


we ſhall ſee after how gentle and obliging a 
manner , accommodated both to Time and 
Place, ſhe entertain'd the Company, though 
in a Diſcourſe of the higheſt and moſt im- 
portant nature. 


| FE que pauperibus prodeft locupletibus que, | 


Er negleffa aque pueris, ſenibuſque nocebit. 


It profits poor and rich alike, but when 


| Negleded, r old and. young as hurtful then. 


By which method of Inſtrution, my young 
Pupil will be much more, and better em- 
ployd than thoſe of the Colledge are : but 


as the ſteps we take in walking to and fro s vp_l: ol 


in a Gallery, though three times as many, do 


not tire a man ſo much as thoſe we employ 


in a formal Journey, ſo our Leflon, as it were 


accidentally occurring, without - any ſet ob- 


ligation of Time or Place, and falling natu- 
rally into Foery ation , will inſenfibly in(i- 
nuate it ſelf By which means our very. Ex- 


© . erciſes and Recreations, Running, Wreliling, 


ck, Dancing, Hunting, Riding, and Fen- 


= Ccing, will prove to be a good part of our p,,.,;.. 
| ſtudy. I would have his. outward faſhion ks 


and meen, and: the diſpoſition of his Limbs 
| 4. form'd 


Hhrat. l. 1, 
Epiſt. 1. © 
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ing up, but a man, and we ought not to di- 

x). vide him. And, as Plato ſays, we are not to 

| faſhion one without the other, but make 
them draw together like two Horſes harneſed 


he not ſeem to allow more time for, and to 
Exerciſes. take more care of Exerciſes for the Body, and 


| on does her Buſineſs at the ſame time too ? 
(T V2.3 As to the reſt, this Method of Education 


Children to Letters by apt and gentle wayes, 
Severity an JO IN truth prefent nothing before them but 
=nemy to Rods and Ferula's, Horrorand Cruelty. Away 

 Educatioh ith this Violence! away with this Compul- 

I, U) fion Tthan which, I certainly believe nothing 

more dulls and depenerates a well-deſcended 

Nature. If you would have him apprehend 
{hatne and chaſtiſement, do not harden him 
'to them. Inure him to Heat and Cold, to 
"Wind and Sun, and to Dangers that he ought 
. to deſpiſe. Wean him from all effeminacy, 
and delicacy in Cloaths and Lodging, Eating 
and Drinking 3 accuſtom him to every thing, 
that he' may not be a Sir Paris, a Carpet- 


young man. I have ever from a Child: to the 
age wherein I now. am, been of this opini- 
F--] on, 


286+ Bejgney de Monaigne' Eire. Book 1) 
| MY form'd at the ſame'time with his Mind. 'Tis: 
| nota Soul, 'tis not a Body that we are train-' 


. to a Coach. By which Saying of his, does- 


- to believe that the Mind in a good Proportt- 


ought to be carried ( on with a. ſevere ſweet- D 
BY mte contrary to the practice of our Pe- # 


n Th 
ants, who, inſtead of tempting and alluring 


Knight, but a ſinewy, hardy, and vigorous 
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on,: and am {till conſtant to it. But amongſt 


other things, the ſtrict Government of moſt 


of our Colledges has -evermore diſpleasd me, 
and peradventure they might have err'd lefs 
perniciouſly on the indulgent fide. 'Tis the 
true Houſe of CorreQion of impriſon'd Youth, 
They are taught-to be debauchd, by being pu- 


niſh'd before they areſo. Do but come in when 


they arcabout.their Leſſon, and you ſhall hear 
nothing but the out-cries of Boyes under execu- 


| tion, with the thund'ring noiſe of their Peda- 
gogues, drunk with Fury, to make upthe Con- 


ſort. A_very pretty way this! to tempt theſe 


. & tender and timorousSouls to lovetheir Book, 
 & with a furious Countenance, and a Rod in 


hand! A curfed and pernicious way of Pro- 
ceeding ! Beſides what Zuimtilian has very 
well obſerv'd, that this intolent Anthority is 
often attended by very dangerous Conſequen- 
ces, amd particularly our way of Chaſtifing. 
How much more decent would it be to ſee 
their. Claſſes ſtrew'd with green Leaves and 
fine Flowers, than with the bloody Stumps 


of Birch and Willows? Were it left to my 5 


ordering, I ſhould paint the School with the 
Pictures of Joy and Gladneſs; Flora, and the 


© Graces, as the Philoſopher Spencippss did hisz 


that where their Profit is, they might there 


| have: their Pleaſure too. Such Viands as are 


proper and wholſome for Children, ſhould 


be caſon'd with Sugar, and | ſuch AS are dan- 
' gerous to-them, with Gall, A Man would 


ad- 
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admire to | 
Laws concerning the Gayety and Diverſion 
of the Youth of his City; and how much he 
enlarges himſelf npon their Races, 

 Songs,Leaps,and Dances: of which, heſays,that 
Antiquity kas given the ordering and Patro- 
nage particularly to Apol/o, Mznerpa, and. the 
Muſes. He infiſts long: upon, and 1s. very 
E 4 particular in giving innumerable Precepts far 
4 Exerciſes; but as to the Lettered Sciences, 
fays very little, and only ſeems particularly 
to recommend Poecy upon the Account of 


2p fy" x Mafick. All Singularity in our Manners and 
8#/. Conditions, is by all means to be avoided, as 
inconſiſtent _—_ _ Who would # 
| x) not be aſtoniſh'd at ſo ſtrange a ConſtuutonF | 
. as that of Demophon, Steward to Alexander 
Jil the Great, who- ſweat in the Shade, and ſhi-_ 
I Tr) ver'd in the Sun? I have {cen thoſe who haves 
wn. run from the ſmell of. a mellow Apple with 
HT greater Precipitation than from a Harque- 
buze Shot 3 others run away from a Mouſe; 
others vomit at the fight of Cream, others 
ready to [woon at the fight of a Cat, as Ger- 
manicas, who could neither endure the Sight 
- nor the Crowing of a Cock, I will not de-# 
ny, but that there may peradventure be ſome 
Wi occult Cauſe and natural Averſion in theſe 
E. | Caſes; but certainly a Man might conquer it, 
if he took it in time. Precept has in this 
wrought ſo effecually upon me, though not 


without ſome Endeavour on my part, I con- Þ 
| -. kh, 


aca i Sade. as As. fc a2 9h A +. mad AS — w.1 Lon | no, Mr. - -B 
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—" c£d,'my. Appetite accom- 
mole: it ſe] rently $p 1 forts Go Di- 
et... ounp Bodkes are } Ne ads 
Vl tha Age bend 5 
A Falkions and Cuſtoms ; anc provided i 
Man. can contain the Ap tite and the Will 
withio their. dug Limits, let a. Young-man,.a 
Gods Name; be rendred. fit for all Nations 
and all Companies, even to.Nebauchery. and 
Exceſs if oecafion bez that js, where he ſhall 
| de The, Complaarncy.46 to the Cuſtoms of | 
| o do eycry \ I 
bing, | -lave to _— LO. but what s 1 
,..: The Philoſophers themſelves do not %) 
3 venes. tor forieiting the Favour 
of his Vaſter Alexander the Great, by tefu- 
78 fog 'to- pledge: hig a Cup of Wine, Let him + 
- laugh, \ PHYs and drink with his Prince: nay 
<8 I would: have him, even -in his Debanghes, 
hf too hard for the reſt of the Compa My, , and to 
" excell his Companions in Ability and Vigour, 
5M and-that he may not give over doing it; ci- 


= Sn EIB OREESE wil 


p, 
$8 ther through Dete& of Power or Knowledge E 

- = how todo it, but for want of Will. Multum Smeca, © 
[ intereſt, utrum peccare quis zolit, aut neſciat ; Epift. 60. 

- There is a vaſt Difference betwixt ſorbexring x £03 VE 


J ro. Jn, and; not Knowing how to ſin, I 
t RL paſt a Complement upon a Lord, z = X) 


Excefles as any man whatever 

WW in Francebyasking him before a great deal of 

= very good Company, How many times an his 
Life he had been drunk in Germany, in the 

| time 
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time of his being there aboug, his Majeſtic 
Affairsz which bs alſo took as it was intend: 
ed, and m Anſwer, Three .times 3 and 
withall, told us the whole Story of his De- 


bauches. I know ſome, 'who for want of 


this Facul F2 ; have found a great Inconvent- 


ence by 1t in negotiating with 'that Nation. 8 
I have often with great Admiration refle&ed 


upon. the won | Conſtitution of Alczbia- 
des, who ſo eaſily could transform himlelt to 


o various Faſhions /without any Prejudice to 
- his Health; one while cm. dafhg the Perſian 


Pomp and Linxury, and == the Lacede:| 
moniar Auſterity and Frugality, as reformd 
S, in Sparte, as voluptuous 1n lonia. | 


Omnis Ariſtippum decuit color, eh: flatus, eres. 


Alll Shapes and Colours you can name 
' Ariftipp#s well became. 


I would have my Pupil to be ſuch a one, 


-—-o= uem duplici anno patientia velat, 
Mirabor vite via ſt converſa decebit, 
 Perſonamque feret non inconcinnus utramg; 


Whom Patience in patch'd Cloaths does | 


meanly ſhade, 


Where a new Fortune a new Suit has made, 


I ſhall admire if gracefully he can 
Tt old Beggar hi hide in the new Gentleman. 
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- Theſe'are my Leſſons, and he who puts 


them in praftice ſhall reap more advantage than 
he who has had them read to him only, and 


only knows them. If you ſee him, you. hear 
him: if you hear him, you ſee him; God for- 


bid, fays one in Plato, that to Philoſophize 


| were only 'to read a great many Books, and 
to learn the Arts. Harnc ampliſſeman omninns Cic.Tiſe. 4. 


artium bene vivendi diſciplinam, vita magis 
quene literis perſequuti ſunt : They have more 
Hluſtrated and improv'd this Diſcipline of lj- 
ving well, whſch of all Arts is the greateſt, 
by their Lives, than by their Reading. Leo, 


& Prince of the Phlieſians, asking Heraclides 
# Ponticzs of what Art or Science he made 


Profeſſion ; I know, ſaid he, neither Art nor 
Science, but I am a _ One re- 
proaching Diogenes, that, being ignorant, he 
ſhou ph, to Phil by. [ therefore, 
an{wer'd he, pretend to it with ſo much the 
more reaſon, Hegeſias, intreated that he 
would read a certain Book to him3- You are 


' Pleaſant, {aid he, you chooſe thoſe Figs that 


are true and natural, and not .thoſe that are 
painted ; why do you not alſo chooſe Exer- 


& cifes which "are naturally true, rather than 
| thoſe written and preſcrib'd? A Man cannot 


| ſo ſoon get his Leſſon by Heart as he may 
' pratice it: he will repeat it in his Actions. 


We ſhall diſcover if there be Prudence in his 
Exerciſes, if there be Sincerity and Juſtice in 
his Deportments, if there be Grace and Judg- 


ment 
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i ment it his Speaking, if there; be Conſt: cy 
xn his Sickneſs, if there be Modeſty m hy 
Mirth, Temperance in his Pleaſures, Orde 
1m his Oeconomy, - and Tadifferency in hy 
Pallat, whether what he eats or ' drinks beliff E 
_ Cic. ibid. « Fleſh or Fiſh, Wine or Water. 2ui diſciplili 1 
nam ſuan non oftentationem: ſcientie, ſed legenlif © 
vite putet : quique obtemperct ipſe ſibi, &* de f 
cretis pareat; Who conſiders his own Diſci-ilf8 
] 
, 
\ 


 Pline; not as a vain Oftentation of Science, 
but as a Law and Rule of Life; and who 
obeys his own Decrees, and obſerves that Re- 
21ment he has preſcrib'd to himſelf. The 
Conduct of our Lives is the true mirror off 
£-,,* x our Dofrine. Zeupidamws, to one whoaskd 
him, Why the Lacedemonians did not conv 
mtt their Conſtitutions of Chivalry to Wrt- 
ting, 'and deliver them to their Young-men il 
to read 5 made Anfwer, That 1t was becauſe 
they would inure them to Action, and not ll 
, amuſe them with Words: with fuch a' one, 
after fifteen or fixteen Years ſtudy, compare 
one of our Colledge Latinijls, who has 
thrown away fo much time in nothing but 
BPR: «3; learning to ſpeak. The World is nothing 
but Babble ; and I hardly ever yet ſaw that | 
Man who did not rather Prate too much, K 
than Speak too little 3 and yet half of our 
Age'is embezled this way. We are kept four 
or five Years to: learn Words only; and to 
rack them together into Clauſes 3 as many 
more to make Exerciſes, and to divide a a 
tinue 


gy ” 
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of timied Diſcourſe into- ſo many Parts; and 

other five Years at. leaſt to learn fuccmaly to 

mix and interweave them after a ſubtle and 

intricate manner. Let us leave it to the learn- w 1 
ed Profeſſors. Going one day to Orleans, I « o-37:(x) | 
met in the Plain on this fide Clery two Pe- | : 
dants travdling t g_ towards Bonrdeaux, about | 


8 fifty Paces diſtant from one -another, and a 
Tl good way further behind them, I difcoverd 


ce0 a Troop of Horſe, with a Gentleman 1n the 
ho Head of than, which was the late Mozſfeur 
ef /e Comte de 1a Rochefoucant :. one of my Peo- 
he vle eomie'd df rhe farmaſt of thelk Dewdes, 


off who that Gentleman was that came after him, 
4 who having not ſeen the Train that follow'd 
1 after, and I thinking he meant his Compani- 


+ on, pleaſantly anſwerd, He 7s not a Gentle- a pleafm : 
ni 141, Sir, he is a Grammarian, and I am a py oy nog _ 
Logician. Now we who quite contrary, do , .,. 4} : 
I _ Wy nz030H/ | 

not here pretend to breed a Grammarian, or | 
a Logician, but a compleat Gentleman, ſet | 


e 

Ft 

7 —m— , Kea 
e & us leave them to throw away their Time at 
D 

t 

; 

L 

] 

4 

| 


their own Fancy : our Buſineſs lies elſe- 
where. Let but our Pupil be well furmfſtrd 
with Things, Words will follow but too faſt; 
he will pull them after him if they do not 
# voluntarily follow. I have obſervd ſome 
to make Excuſes, that they cannot ex- 
preſs themſelves, and pretend to have their 
Fancies full of a great many very fine 
ings, which yet, for want of Elocuti- 
on, they, cannot utter 5 a mere Shift, and 
NO- 


v 


nothing elſe. Will you know what I think 
of it? I think, they ' are nothing but ſha-' 
dows of ſome imperfe&t Images and Con- 


ceptions that they know not what to make 


of within, nor. conſequently bring them out : 


they do not yet themſelves underſtand what 


they would be at, and if you bur obſerve 
how they haggle, and ſtammer upon the. 

Mm. you will ſoon conelude, 
that their Labour is not tg Delivery, but 


point of 


about Cone and that they are but 


: + licking their formeleſs Embrio. For my Part, 
k - 3) re #vÞ4 I hold,” and. Socrates 18 poſitive 1n 1t, that 
EF... whoever has in his Mind a geney and clear 

Imagination, he. will expreſs it well enougti 


a 


in one kind or another, and, though he were 
_ * dumb, by. Signes. 


Ho.de 4r- Verbaque previſant rews non invita ſequentur; 


- ze Pectt. | 
x) When once a thing concerv'd is in the Wits 
Words ſoon preſent themſelves to utter it: 


And as another as poetically fayes in Profe, 
Seneca, Chim Res Animum occupavare, Verpa ambiunt, 


When things are once form'd in the Fancy, 
cier i Words offer themſelves in muſter : ard this 
' fin..3. « Other, ipſe res Verba rapinnt. The things 
themſelves force Words to expreſs them. He 


| knows nothing of Ablative, Conjundtive, 


Subſtantive, or Grammar, no more than his 
Lacquey, or a Fiſh-Wite of the Petit Pont 5 
and yet theſe. will give you a Belly full of 


tall 
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talk if you will hear them, and peradventure; 
ſhall rrip as little in theig Language as.the beſt, 


Maſters of Art in Fraxce, .He knows noRhe-. 


torick, nor how in a Preface to bribe the Bene», 
volence of the courteous R 2aders; neither does 


it. Indeed-all this Decoration of Painting is ca- 


fily obſcur'd'and put down by theL 2a 
fi unt Truth: thele fine Flouriſhes. 


ſerve only to, amuze the Valet, of themſelves 


incapable of more ſolid and nutritive Diet, 
| as Afer does very evidently demonſtrate in 
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Tacitus, The Ambaſſadours of Samos, pre> x =) 


} pard with a Tong and elegant Oration, came 


| to Cleomenet King of Sparta to incite him to 
| a War againſt the Tyrant Polzcratesz who af- 


ter he had heard their Harangue with great 
Gravity and Patience, gave them this ſhort 


| Anſwer; As to the Exordium,; I remember it 


not, nor conſequently the middle of your 
Speech ; but for what concerns your Conclu- 
ſion, I will not do what you deſire: A ver 


pretty Anſwer this, merhinks, and a-pack of 


learned Orators no doubt moſt ſweetly con- 
founded. And what did this other ſay? The 
Athenians were to chooſe one of two Archi- 


| tells Tor a Surveyor to a very great Building 


, they had delign'd, of which, the firſt, a pert 
| affeted Fellow, offer'd his Service in a on 


remeditated Diſcourſe upon the Subject, and 
y 'his Oratory inclin'd the Voices of the 


People in his Favour but the other in three 
— | £2 V | OIdss 


Ms 


"2 k Ce s 2h; F Boat 


Wrds, Lords of Athens, AIE that this May 

th fiid I will ao, . 'When Cicero ,was was 1n the 

"and heat of his Floquence, pay were 

"With Ding. n2 but_ Cato did only 

* Ridicu- lang at it, faying have a pleaſant * Conſul, 

| a0 Þ*: Jum Conſu- J.&t it o before, 6r come '0r come after, a good Sen- 

| hun,  teice,-or a thing we 7 Well laid, is always in 1 ſea- 

{o1, "Fit -neith Tuit ul with what went 

before, nor has any.. very . good Coherence 

with What follows after, it is however good i 

99-3 SM it ſeff” I ami rione of thoſe who think that 
Woo Rhyme makes a.good Poem. Let him 

ihort long, and long. z ſhort if he will, 

tis "ho greft watter 3 if there be. favention: El 

atid that the Wit ,and Judgment have well © 

perforin'd their Offices, I will ſay here's a8 

» good Poet, but an ill Rbymer. 


ms :  Emmnite naris, dirus componere verſus. 
« jdt, 4» 


| His Fancy's rich, his Senſe is clear 
In Verſe, though he has no good car, 


Let a Man, ſays 2 4iveſt his Work of all 
Ornaments and Meaſure, 


Tempors eerta, modoſyne, & nod y pris ordin | 
verbum eſt, A 

Poſterins faciat, preponens ultinia primis, $ 

Inoenics etiam disjed; membra Porte: 


9 Bier e Ten, and Mood, and Words be. all mil 


| (laſh 
5M ſhould be firſt, thoſe firſt, the 
Tho 


\ 3-H 
0. 
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Tho all things be thus ſhuffled our of Fratne, 

Youl yet a Poem hind ja * Anagram. | . - /f aqggord- 
| ing to that 

He will never. the more forfeit his Praiſe for -B-y 

thats the very pieces will, be fine by. them- ofS- Pauls 

ſelves. Menander's Anſwer had this Meaning, 

who being reprovd by. a Friend, the time 

drawing on- at which he had preciſely pro- 

mis'd a Comedy that he had not yet fall'n in 

hand with it, It is made, and ready, ſaid he, 

all to the Verſes. Having contriv'd the Sub- }; 

jeR, and diſpoyd the Scenes in his Fancy, - he 

took lirtle care for the reſt. Since Roxſard and 

du Bellay have given Reputation to our 

French Poelie, every liztle Dabler, for ought 

I ſee, ſwells his Words as: high, and makes 


' his Cadences very near as harmonious as they, 


Plus ſonat, quam valet; There were never ſo Seneca, 
many Poetaſters as now; but tho they find Epift. 40s 
ic no hard matter torhimeas muſically as they, 

they yet fall infinitely ſhort of 1mitating the 

brave Deſcriptions of the one, and the curi- 

ous Invention of the other. But what will x y P»qe*: 
become of our young Gentleman, if he be at- 

raced with the Tophiſtick Subtilty of ſome 
Syllogi{n?, A Weſtphalia Ham makes a Man Xx) 
drink, ches Thirſt; therefore a Weſtpha- 

lia Han 'quenches Thirſt. _> let-him ugh 

at it, and it will be more Diſcretion to do 

{, than togo about to anſwer 16: or let him Xx) 
borrow this-pleaſant Evaſion from Ariſtippus, 


——_— CT 


Why thould I trouble. my ſelf to untye that, 
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which,” bound' as it is, gives me ſo much 


ling againſt Cleanthes, Chryſippys took him 
ſhort, ſaying, Reſerve theſe Baubles to play 
with Children, and do not by ſuch Fooleries 
divert the ſerious Thoughts of a man of 


« Years. If theſe ridiculous Subtifties, cortorta, 


RY 


aint. 1.8 


Sen, Ep. 59» 


ly poſſeſs the Imagination of him that hears, 


in| There are ſome ſo ridiculous, as to go a 


&*  aculeata Sophiſmata, as Cicero calls them, 
are defign'd to poſleſs him with an Untruth, 
they are then dangerous ; but if they (ignifie | 
no: more than only to make him laugh,” I do 
not ſee why they ſhould be fo confiderable, 
that a-man need to be fortified againſt them, 


Mile out of their way to hook in a fine 
Word: Aut qui non verba. rebus aptant, ſed res 
arceſſunt, quibus verba conveniant, Who do 
= fit Words to - SubjeF, but ſeek _—_ 
things quite from the Purpoſe to fit thoſe 
Words 4 7 fo fads of; nd L 
another ſays, 27 alicujus verbi decore placen- 
tis vocentur ad 1d,' quod non propoſuerant ſcri- 


bere:, Who by their Fondneſs of ſome fine ſound- 


ing Word, are tempted to ſomething they had no 


Intention to treat of. T for my part rather bring 
ina fine Sentence by Head and Shoulders to fit 
my purpoſe, than divert my Deſigns to hunt 
after a Sentence. On the contrary, Words are 
to ſerve, and to follow a man's parpoſez and 
let Gaſcor come in Play where French will not 
do. I would have things ſo exceed, and whol- 


that 


Chip. 35. - Stgneirds Montaigne's Eſbr. 
that he ſhould have ſomething <«lſe | to do, 
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than to think of Words. The-way of Speaking x 14, $2 .: 
that I love; ' is natural -and; plain, as well in 


| Writing as Speaking, and a finewy and ſigni- 


ficant way of expreiſing a man's Telt, ſhort and 


pithy, | and nor ſo clegant and artificial as 


prompt and\yehement. 


Hee demuns ſapiet diFio, que feriet. 


Does pierce and captivate the 'Hearers Ear. 
Rather hard':than harſh, free from AﬀeCtati- 


on; irregular; incontiguons, and bold, where 
every Piece makes up an” entire Body; not 
{ like a Pedant, a Preacher, or a Pleader, but 


rather a Souldier-like Stile, as Swetorime calls 
that of Julizs Ceſar; and yet I ſee no rea- 
ſon why he ſhouJd call it ſg, I have never 
yet been apt to imitate the Wegligent Garb, 
which is yet obſervable among(t the Young- 
men of our time, to wear my Cloak on 
one Shoulder, my Bonnet on one fide, and 
one Stocking in ſomething more Diſorder 


than the other, which ſeems to expreſs a 


kind of manly Diſdain of thoſe exotick Or- 


naments, and a Contempt of Art; but [I 


find that Negligence of much better uſe in 


Epi. Lug 
| | (bear, Cane 
Moſt Weight and Wiſdom does that Language 


” 


the form of Speaking. All Afﬀectation, par- AﬀeRation 


ticularly in the Frexch Gayety and Freedom, 


unbecom- 
inga Cour- 


15-ungraceful in a Courtier, and in a Monar: tier. 


chy every Gentleman ought to be faſhion'd 


V 3 AC- 
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Seneca, 

Eriſt. * 
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according to the Court Model 3 for which 
reaſon,” aneafie and natural Negltgence does 
well. no more like 'a Web where the Knoty 
and Seams are to be ſeen, than a fine Propor, 
tion, ſo delicate, that a man may: tel} .all the 
Bones and Veins. 2g veritati operam dat ora: 


tio, incompoſita ſit, & ſimplex. E2nis accurett 


loquitur, niſi qui vult putide — ? Let the 
Language that is" dedicated to Trath be plan 


and unaffeted. For who fludies to ſpeak quaint | 


ly and accurately, that does not at the ſame tina 
deſign to perplex his Auditory ? That Eloquence 
prejudices the Subject it wauld advance, that 


wholly attra&s us to it ſelf And as- in ous | 
outward Habit, 'tis a ridiculous Efleminacy | 
to diſtinguiſh our felves by a particular and | 


anpractisd Garb or Faſhion; ſo in Lapgua 
to ſtudy new Phraſes, and o-aflel Works 


that are not of current uſe, proceeds from-a 
Childiſh and Scholaſtick Ambition. Shall I be 
bound ta ſpeak no other Language than what 
15 ſpoken in the Courts of Paris? Ariſtopha- 
ves the Grammarian was a little out, when 
lie reprehended FEpicurns for this plain way 
of delivering himſelf, the End and Deſign of 
his Oratory being only Pecſpicuity of Speech, 
and to be underſtood. The Imitation of 
Words by its own Facility, immediately dif- 
perſes 1t ſelf thorough a whole People: but 
the imitation of inventing, and fitly applying 
thoſe Words, 1s of a flower Progreſs. The 
Generality of Readers, for having nay 5+ 

; | ike 


i - 4 Mani Be. 


like Robe; very ory miſih ; imagine; they 
have the; ſame Body an $26 
Force and Sinews-ate never t0-be borrqwed, 
the Gloſs, and. ontward- 'Qrnament, hah, : 
Words. and Elgcytion, may. Moſt G hk af 
canverle with, ſpeak the fame Language]. 
| write 3. but whether they. think the. 
Thoughts I cannot ſay. The Athenians. {A 
Plato) are abſery'd to ſtudy length,and;, 
gancy of Speaking z the LaÞdemori 2414 
affect Brevity 3 and thoſe; of Creet: tq.aiy 
more at the Fecundity of' Conception, than 
E theFertility of Speech; and theſe are the beſt. 
” Zenon usd to ſay, that he had'two ſorts of 
Y Diſciples >. ene that he call d @/2a2aoyzs, cu- . 
Tis to learn things, | and theſe were his Fa- 

= vourites; the other, aoy4qazs,that cared for 
nothing but Words: nor that fine Speaking 
1s not a very good and commendable Quality 5 
þat not (© excellent and fo neceſlary as ſome 
would make it; and I am ſcandaliz'd that our 
whole Life ſhould be ſpent in nothing elſe. 
I would firſt underſtand my own Language, 
and that of my. Neighbours with whom 

of my Buſineſs and Converſation lies. No 
doubt but Greek and Latire are very great 
Oxnaments, and-of very great uſe, but we 
bay them. too dear: I will here diſcover one 
Way, which alſo has been experimented in 
My own Perſon, by which they are to be had 
Setter cheap, and ſuch may make uſe of it as 
wyl. © My Father having made the moſt pre- 
V4 ar _ 
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iquiry. that/afiy man”could poſlibly 
ake amongſt Men of the greateſt Learnin 
and Judgment, of an-exa&t method of Edues: 
tion, was by them'caution'd of the Inconve- 
nience then in uſe, and made to believe, that 
the tedious time we applicd to the learnin 
& of the Tongues of them who had tliemfor no- 
' * thing; was the ſole cauſe we could not arrive 
| to that Grandeur of Soul, and Perfe&ion of 
( Knowledpe, With the ancient Greeks and Ro: 
#41}: 1 do not however believe that to be 
*he-only Cauſe : but the Expedient my Fa: 
ther found out for this, was, that 1n my Tn- 


thor's Edu-. . of © | » » \ 
Onjon, died a famous Phylician in France, totally 


ignorant of our Language, but very fluent, 
and a great Critick in Latine. This Man, 
whom he had fetch'd out of his own Coun- 
try, and whom: he entertained with a very 
great Salary for this only end, had me conti- 
- nually in his Arms: to whom there were al- 
-fo joyn'd two others of the ſame Nation, but 
of inferiour Learning, to attend me, and 


entertain'd me with no other Language but 
Latine. As to the reſt of his Family, it was 


my Mother, Man nor Maid, ſhould ſpeak 
-any thing in my Company, but ſuch Latine 
Words as every one had learnt only to gab 
'ble with me, It 1s not to be iniagin'd how 

| great 


an inviolable Rule, that neither Himſelf, nor 


fanicy;” and before T began to ſpeak, he com- | 
The Au- 'mitted me to the care of a German, who ſince & 


' ſometimes to relieve himz3 who all of them. 


great an advantage: this'prov'd to the whole 
Fattily, my Farher, and my: Mother, by-this 


cx WW means learning Latin enough: to underſtand 
ve WW it perfeatly well, and to. ſpeak it to-:fiicka 
hat WW Degree, as was ſufficient tor: /any neceflary 
ng Uſe ; as alſo thoſe of the' Servants did;; who 
o- W were moſt frequent with me./;'To be ſhorr, 


ve wedid Latm it at ſuch-a Rate; that 1t over- 
of W flowed to all the Neighbouring : Villages, 


ve themſelves by Cuſtom, ſeveral Latin AppeE 
a- lations of Artizans and their [Tools. As:for 
- & what concerns wy ſelf, I was above fix years 
- © of Age before-T underſtood either French 
e of Perigordit any more than Arabick;; and 
y withour Art” Bock, Grammar, .or Precept, 
L Whipping, [or the expence of a Tear, - had 


, | that time learn'd to ſpeak as pure Latin 
: ES himſelf If (for Example ) 
7 they were to give me a Theam after the Col- 
8 ledgefaſhion, they gave it toothers in Frevch, 
but to me they were of neceſlity to give it/in 
the worſt Latin, to turn it into that which 
was pure and good 3 and Nicholas Grouchs, 
who writ a Book de Comitiis Romanorum 3 
William Guirentes, who has writ a Comment 
upon Ariſtotle ; George Bucenan, that , great 
Scotch Poet, and Marcus Antonius Muretws 
(whom both France and [taly have acknow- 
ledg'd for the beſt Orator of his time). m 
.domeſtick Tutors, have all of them often ol 


me, that T had in wy Infancy that Language 
; : ] 0 


where there yet remain, that have -<ſtabliflet. 
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1 Oifhncar ele thlndtalgne's fs. .- Bogki 
very fluent and ready, that they! were alraid 
to enter into Diſcourſe with me 3 and party 
* cularly Bucenaz, whom I fince ſaw attending 
the-Lite Mareſchal de Brifſac, then told mg, 
 thatihe was about to write a Freatiſe of Edw 
cation; the: Example of which, he intended 
to take from mine, for he was then Tutor tl 
that Count de Brifſac:who afterwards prov4 v 
fo valiant and ſo brave a Gentleman. 2 toll + 
/- £ \Greek, of which I have but:a very 1ittle 8 a 
Ka ) Smattering, 'my Father alſo deſign'd to hav 
q 
i 


It taught me-by a Trick; but a new one, and 
by:way of ſport; - toſſing our Declenſions'tp 
and-fro, :after the: manner of thoſe, who by 
&tertain Games 'at Tables and Cheſs, learn 
Geometry and Arithmetick : fgr he, among(t 
bther-Rules, had been advis'd to make me re- 
Hh Science and Duty by an unforc'd Will, 
and of my own. voluntary motion, -and to 
educate my Soul in all: Liberty and Delight, 
, without any Severity or Conſtraint. Which 
2p P_[3 Jem he was an'Obſerver of to ſuch a degree, 
E.- 5” even of Superſtition, if I may ſay lo, that ſome 
being of Opinion, it did trouble and diſturb 
the Brains of Children Tuddenly to wake them 
in-the Morning, and to ſnatch them violently 
and over-haſtily from Sleep, ( wherein they 
are much more profoundly envoly'd than we) 
he only caugd me to be wak'd by the Sound 
of: ſome mufical Inſtrument, and was never 
unprovided of a Muſician for that purpoſe: 
by-which Example you may judge of the os 
| is 


this alone being ſufficient ta recommend :;bath 
the Prudence and; the Aﬀection!'of fo a0 
Father 3 who:therefore is notito, be blany i 


| cave. Firſt, a ſteril and improper Soil: [far 

| tho T was Of a ſtrong and healthful Conſticutt- 
on, and of a Diſpoſition tallerably ſweetand 
tracablez 'yet IL was withall :ſa,heavy,,'idle, 
and .1ndiſpos'd, that they .could- not rouze me 
from this-Stapidity to wg nag Roe: 
| atiPNn, Nor get me out to play. What I ſaw, L 
| aw clearly enough, and under this lazy Com- 
© plexion nounſhd ia bold Imagtoation, - and, 
s QOpmiqns abqve, my Age, Thad a flothful Wit, 
thas.-would.go. no filter. than it was led, a 
flow. Underſtanding, a languifhing Invention, 
and. after all, incredible -defe& of Memorys 


thing conliderable can beextracted. Secondly; 
(like thoſe, who, impatient: of a long and ſiea+ 
dycure,ſubmit to all forts of Preſcriptions and 
Receipts) the good Man being — 
morous of any way failing in a thing he had 
ſo wholly let his Heart upon, ſufierd himſelf 
a5 Fo be over-rul'd by the common Qpint- 
on, and complying with-the method of the 
time, having no more thoſe Perſons he had 
brought out of {taly, and who had given him 
the firſt Model 'of Education, about him, he 
ſent me-at ſix Years of Age to the Colledge 
pf” Garonne, at that time the beſt and molt 

uriſh- 


he did not reap-Eraits xwbrorahietalo cos | 
fire 2 Culture: - of which, twa things were the 


ſo'that- it ts no wonder, it from all theſe no+ 


hs oh} V0” ION <, 
b RUS EB ire 4%. 
4 Rnd be c 4 
” f l S904 0 


Sa os An - La boi a Swear 158 25262 25. 26h vet hiy ao! PIE. TOI CO RRC uP "Tr "REI 
RE PE 1s Ah Et AE 4 | os s Op 0D a, 0 oh OO Ie RE ONS 
P 5 * ” . Y $ TRIS: EFT OS 5 2 Is » 
x - ” . - 

e:3 ; 
 » Lo . 3 : X 
8 Chan. 25 .' C- s 2 | 
| 4 : K+ ” . , 1 . : 

? » . \ - R d " a 
% wy a z - 
—_ 


$5955 PR "Ie Wo A OBS Hato Seats 35 z? 
AZ ORAL 4 on CT” £358 a Gans OI < 200 
_ Cres SRI. #3 PPh 4 8s 
$4 = . : 
% : ; : 
X y 


flouriſhing in France. And there it was' tic 
offible to atdany thing to the care he hat 
to provide-methe moſt able Tutors, with al 

other Circumſtances of Education, reſerving 
alfo ſeveral particular Rules contrary to they 
Colledge PraQtice; but ſo it was, that with 
all theſe Precautions, it was a Colledge till 
My: 'Latine immediately grew corrupt; of 
al by Diſcontinuance T 'have fince 
loſt-all manner of uſe: ſo that this new way 
of Inſtitution ſerv'd me to no other end, than 
only at my firſt coming to prefer me to the 
we 97) firſt -Forms : for at thirteen Years old, that I 
carfie out of the Colledge, T had run thorougti| 
my- whole Courſe (as they call 'it) and in 
truth without any manner of Improvement; 
that-T can honeſtly brag of, in all this time 
3 The firſt thing that gave me any Taſte of 
/adf trek: )Books, was the Pleafure'T took in reading the 
F | Fables of Ovid's Metamorphoſes, and with 
them 1 was fo taken, that being but Seven or 
Eight Years old, I would ſteal from all other 
Divertiſements to read them, both by reaſon 
that this was my own natural Language, the 
eaſieſt Book that I was acquainted with, and 
for the Subje&, the moſt accommodated to 
| - the Capacity of my Age: for as for Laxcelot 
Ly, Rp ) du Lake, Amadis de Gaule, Huon of Bonrde- 
aux, and ſuch Trumpery, which Children 
are moſt delighted with, Thad never ſo much 
| as heard their Names, no more” than I yet 
know what they contain; ſo exat was = 
$0177 Dif- 


of 


OO = a: rus yo + px =_ 


Iiſcipline wherein Iwas broughtnp.' Buc this 
Aas enough to make me neglet the other 
BLcfons were prefcribd me; and here it was 
Wnfinitely to my Advantage, to have todo 
ith an underſtanding Tutor,” who very 
ell Knew diſcreetly to conmive- at this and 
pther Truantries of the ſame 'nature 3 i for 
by this means I ran thoroughVirgil's Aineids, 
rd Plants, a ome halies Comedies, 


a Walurd by the Softneſs and Pleaſure of the 
an 9 Subject 5 whereas had he been ſo fooliſh as to 
he have taken me off this Diverſion, I do really 
18 believe, T had brought nothing away from 


al the Colledge but a Hatred of Books, as al- 
nt moſt all our young Gentlemen do: ' but 


t WH he carried himſelf very diſcreetly in that 


e: 9 Buſinels, Teeming to take no notice, and 
f WW allowing me only ſuch time as I could 
e WY ſteal from' my other regular, and yet mode- 
' WF rate Studies , which whetted my Appetite 
'W& to devour thoſe Books I - was naturally fo 
'& much in love with before. For the chief 
7 things my Father expected from their En+ 
deavour to whom he bad deliverd me for 
Education, was Afﬀability of Manners, and 
good Humour 3 and, to ſay the Truth, mine 
had no other Vice bat doth and want of 
Mettal., There was no fear that I would 
ej a hat I would do nothing; no 

y- ſuſpeted that I would be wick- 
ed, but uſeleſs; they forefaw an Idleneſs, 
bug--no Malice in my Nature 3 m— 
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Gd ie Gill out #5cordingly. The Comp 
IF e e, cold: in 

"of F iend{hig and-ReJation, and 
remiſs mn thoſe; of- the. Publickz., ;he 1 15 tO Pare 
tigular, the is 200 proud':-; 1e-moſt Tnju- 
Bound not-fay; Why has he. taken ſich a 
y:has tie not paid ſuch,a ope?,But 

des he part with nothing 2 Why Jae 
:hot give?.'And I ſhould = it for a;Þa- 
your that Men Would-expedt from ye: ge: ng 
greater Eitats of Supererogation than theſe, 
Bur they are unjuſt to exat from me what [ 
do not owes and in condemning me tO /It, 
fey elle SEDeacifionion of the Ad, and 
deprive me of the Gratitude that would. be 
due to me upon ſuch a- Bounty 3 whereas the 
ative Benefit ought to be of fo much''the 
greater [Value FN my hands, by how much 
Eam not paſive that way at all. ] Sn the more 
D freely diſpoſe of oy Fortutie the_more It is 
onne, and of my; ſelf, the more I am my own. 

| eſs: if 1 were good at ſetting_out 
my. own Attons, I-could peradventure. very 
well repell theſe Reproaches, and could give 
_ to undefierd, that they are not Is mach 


Clabes ig idle, nor 5 holly my of ſolid! 
quafition, :nor of certain and: infallible Refjules 
about thoſe Objects it could comprehend, gnd 
D* 


could 
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could alſo without atry Helps digeſt thents 
bur amongſt other things, I do really befieve, 
it had Þeen totally impolſhble” to have'made 
it to ſubmit by Violence and Force. Shall T +» 
here acquaint you with ' one Faculty -of my. 
Youth ? I had great Boldneſs and Aſfarance 
of Countenance, and to that a Flexibility-of 
Voice and Geſture to any Part I undertook 


to ac. 


Alter ab nndecimo tum me vix ceperat annms, * 9 
| "7241, Cllp,Go __ 


For the next Year to my eleventh had _ 
Me bur a very few days older made, 


When I play'd the chiefeſt Parts in the Latine 
Tragedies of Bycanan, Guerente, and Muare- 


ts, that were preſented in our Colledge of 


Guienne, with very great Applauſe : where- 
in Andreas Goveanws, our Principal, as in-all 
other Parts of his Undertaking, was, without 
Compariſon, the beſt of that Employment-in 
France; and I was look'd upon as one of the 
chief Actors, *Tis an Exerciſe that I do not 
diſapprove in young People of Condition, 
and have fince ſeen our Princes, by the Ex- 
ample of the Ancients, in Perſon handſomly 
and commendably perform theſe Exerciſes 3 ' 
and it was fnoreover allow'd - to Perſons of 
the greateſt Quality to profeſs, and make a 


Trade of it in Greece. Arijtonz Tragico aFors Liv.16.26. 


rem. aperit : huic & genus, & fortuna honeſts 
erant : nec Ars, quia nihil tale apud Grecos 
: pu- 


of 


Aagremn de; Montaigne's E/ays. Book |, 
PRAAe 0.0 deformebet He imparted this Af. 
455, #0. riſto.the Tragedian, a man of a good 


ly. and Fortune, which, nevertheleſs, did 


, weither of them receive any Blemiſh by that Pro- 


#3. mothing of that kind being reputed 4 
Diſparagement in Greece, Nay, I have al- 
ways taxd thoſe with Impertinence who con- 
FS. theſe. Entertainments, and with Inju- 
ſtice thoſe who refuſe to admit ſuch Comedi- | 

- ans as are worth ſeeing into the good Towns, 
- and grudge.the People that publick Diverlſi- 


£@ #*x on. Well-governd Corporations take care to 


= 


” 


allemble their Citizens, not only to the 1o- 
lemn Duties of Devorion, - but alſo to Sports 
ang SpeQacles. They find Society and Friend- 
ſhip augmented by 1t3 and beſides, can there 
po lbly be allow'd a more orderly and regu- 
lar Diverſion. than what is perform'd in the 
Sight 'of every one, and very often in the 
Preſence of the Supream Magiſtrate himſelf? 
And TI, for my part, ſhould think it reafona- 
ble, that the Prince ſhould ſometimes gratifie 
tis People at his own Expence; and that in 
reat and populous Cities there might be 
Fheatres erected for ſuch Entertainments, if 
but to divert them from worſe and more prti- 
+ vate Actions. , But, to return to my Subjec, 
-there is nothing like alluring the Appetite and 
Afﬀeion, otherwiſe you make nothing but 
ſo. many Afles loaden with Books, and by 
vertue of the Laſh, give them their Pocket 
full of Learning'to keepz whereas, to i 
: Wel 


FF Chap.26. S eignenry de Montaigne's Eſays. 305 
| wall, you ſhould not onlylodge it with them, 
but make them to eſpoule it. | 


of 


a ———_— 


| CEE CCS 


4 CHAP. XXVL 


_— 
F 


That it is Folly to meaſure Trath and Error 
by our own Capacity. 


 ” IS not perhaps without reaſon, that x Fc =F 
* we attribute Facility of Belief, and 
Eaſineſs of Perſwaſion, to Simplicity and Ig- 


- 'Norance; and I have heard the Belief com- TX) 
par'd to the Tmpreſſion of a Seal ſtamp'd up- 
on the Soul, which by how much ſofter and 
of leſs reſiſtance it 1s, 1s- the more eaſte to be 
imposd upon. Ut neceſſe eſt lancem in librd 


ponderibus impoſitis de primis ſic animum per- 
ſpicuis cedere A; tre ous of the Baſaxce Ag Wy 
muſt give way to the Weight that preſſes it down, 
fot in of neceſſity yield to Demon- 


ſtration: and by how much the Soul is more o-.. p2; 
empty and without Counterpoiſe, with' ſo 
much greater Facility it dips under the weight 
of the firſt Perſwaſion. And this is the rea- =) 
ſon that Children, the common People, Wo- 
men, and fick Folks, are moſt apt to be led 
by the Ears. But then on the other ſide, tis 
a very great Preſumption, to {light and con- 
demn all things for falſe that do not appear 
to us likely to be truez which is the ordina- 
ry Vice of ſuch as fancy _ wiſer pon 
their 


$06 Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 1... 
their Neighbours. ' I was my ſelf once one 
. of thoſe; and if I heard talk of dead Folks 
walking, of Prophecies, Enchantments, Witch- 
crafts, or any other Story I had no mind to 
believe, 


Somnia, terrores magicos, miracula, ſagas, 
No@urnos lemures, portentaque T heſſala 


Dreams, Magick Terrors, Wonders, Sorceries, 
Hob-goblins, or Theſſalian Prodigics. 


I preſently pittied the poor People that were 
abus'd by theſe Follies 3 whereas I now find, 

that I my ſelf was to be pittied as much at 

leaſt as they 3 not that Experience has taught 

me any thing to convince my former Opini- 

on, tho my Curioſity has endeavoured that 
cG934; wayz but Reaſon has inſtructed me, that 
/ thus reſolutely to CT nga falſe 
F) and impoſtible, 1s arrogantly and impiouſly 
to circumſcribe and limit the Will of God, 

and the Power of Nature, within the Bounds 

of my own Capacity, than wich no Folly 

x) can be greater. If we give the Names of 
Monſter and Miracle to every thing our Rea- 

ſon cannot comprehend, how many are con- 

» tinually preſented before our Eyes? Let us 

but confider through what Clouds, and as it 

were groping in the Dark, our Teachers 

lead us to the Knowledge of molt of the 
things we apply our Studies to, and we ſhall 

find that it 1s rather Cuſtom than _— 

tnat 


Chap. 26. ' Sejgneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Ro? 
that takes away the Wonder, and renders 
them eaſie and familiar to us. + 


== == Jam nemo ceſſus, ſaturuſque videndi, 
Suſptcere in Celi dignatur lucida Templa. 


Already glutted with the Sight, now none 
Heaven's lucid Temples deigns to look upon. 


And that if thoſe things were now newly, 
preſented to us, we ſhould think them as 
ſtrange and incredible, it not more than any 


others. 


Where things are ſuddenly, and by ſurprize 
Juſt now objeced new to mortal Eyes, 

At nothing could they be aſtoniſh'd more, 
Nor leſs than what they ſo admir'd before. 


He that had never feen a River, imagin'd 

E met with to be the Sea, and the 
things that have falln within our 
Knowledge, we conclude the Extreams that 
Nature makes of the kind. 


the fir 
greate 


Lucret, 1.2, 


---- $7 nunc primum mortalibus adl(int 18. itid. 
Ex improviſo, ſeu ſint objeFa repente, 
Nil magis his rebus poterat mirabile dici, (tes. 
Aut minus ante quod auderent fore credere gen- 


4405 


ea 


Scilicet & fluvius qui non eſt maximm, ei eſk 1d.ilid: 


ui nor ante aliquem majorem videt,@ ingens; 
Arbor, homog) videtur, &- omnia de genere omni 
Maxime que vidit quiſque, hec zngentia fingit. 


pb 
{th 


316 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. - 
A little River unto him does ſeem, 


That bigger never ſaw, a mighty Stream : 
A Tree, a Man, any thing ſeems to his view 


Oth kind the greateſt, that ne're greater knew, 


Cicero de Conſuctudine Oculorum, aſſueſcunt Animi, neque 
-"wY = admitantur, neque requirunt rationes earum re- 
I "> rum, quas ſemper vident. Things grow famili- 
1 z1 ar to Mens Minds by being often ſeen 5 ſo that 

| they neither admire, nor are de into 


things they daily ſee. The Novelty, rather than 


the greatneſs of things, tempts us to enquire 


into their Cauſes. But we are to judge with 
more reverence, and with greater Acknow- 


ledgment of our own Ignorance and Infirmi- 


- ty of this infinite Power of Nature. How ma- 
<63998 ny unlikely things are there teſtified by Peo- 
ple of very good Repute, which FE can- 

not perſuade our ſelves abſolutely to beheve, 


we ought at leaſt to leave them 1n Suſpence 3 


— — 


/merarious Preſumption to pretend to know 
the utmoſt Pounds of Poſſibility. Did we 
a) rightly underſtand the difference betwixt 1m- 
poſiible, betwixt extraordinary, and what 
15 contrary to the common Opinion of Men, 
in believing raſhly, and on the. other fide, 
in being nor too incredulous, we ſhould then 
obſerve the Rule of Ne quid nimis, enjoynd 
by Chilo, When we find in Froifard, that 


$z%Þ \for to conclude them impoſſible, 3s by a te- 


+> 


the Count de Foix knew in Bearn the defeat- 


of John King of Caſtile at Juberoth the next 
FS] day 


Book I,\ 


ee Ol: en a >. 


\- more ſpritely, than Pliny's Judgment, when 


. | Chap. 26.  Seigneur de Montaigne's Pſſays. 317 
day after, and the means by which he tells us 

he came to do ſo,. we may be allow'd to be a 

little merry at it, as alſo at what our Annals 

report, that Pope Honorins,the fame. day that WERE. 
King Phillip Auguſtus .died at Mant----- per- - 4 
formed his publick Obſequies at Rome, and | 
commanded the like throughout All ay; the 
Teſtimony of theſe Authorsnot being perhaps » | 
of Authority enough to reftrainus. But what 4 qu, SE) 


if Plutarch, beſides ſeveral Examples that he 
producey out of Antiquity, tells us, he 1s af- 
ſyrd by certain Knowledge, that 1n the time 
of Domitian, the News of the Battel loſt by 
Antonius in Germany, was publiſh'd at Rowe, 
many dayes Journey from thence, and dif- 
pers'd throughout the whole World; theſame 
Day it was fought: and if Ceſar was of Opi- x) 
Dion, «that it has often happened, that the re-- 
-port has preceded the accident z ſhall we not 
ſay, that theſe ſimple People have ſuffered 
a to be deceived with the Vulgar, 
for not having been ſo clear (ighted as we? Is . 
there any thing more delicate, more clear, 


he is pleaſed to ſet it to work? Any thing 
more remote from vanity ? Setting afide his 
Learning, of which I makÞ leſs account, in 
whifh of theſe do any of usexcell him ? And 
yet there is ſcarce a Puiſne Sophiſter that does 
not convince him pf untruth, and that pre- 
rends net to inſtruct him in the Progreſs'of the 
Works of Nature : When we read in Bouchet 
8 & v —_— 
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3 18 Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 


the Miracles of St. Hillary's Relicks : 'away 
with it,bis Authority is not ſufficient to bear 


- us the Liberty of contradicting him : but ge- 


nerally to condemn all fuch like Stories,feems 
to me an impudence of the worſt Character, 
The great ,St. Auguſtine, profeiles himſelf to 
have ſeen a blind Child recover ſight upon the 
Relick of St. Gervaſe, and St. Protafius at Mil- 
lan, a Woman ar Carthage curd of a Cancer, 
by the ſign of the Croſs made upon her by a 
Woman newly baptisd. Heſperixs, a familiar 
Friend of his, to have driven away the Spi- 
rits that haunted his Houſe, with alittle Earth 
of the Sepulchre of our Lord: which Earth 
being alſo tranſported thence into the Church, 
a Paralitick to have there been fuddenly cur'd 
by it. A Woman in Proceſſion, having touchd 
St. Stephens Shrine with a Noſegay, and after 


' rubbing her Eyes with it, to have recovered 


her Sight loſt many years before 3 with ſeve- 
ral other Miracles, of which he profeſſes him- 
ſelf to have been an Eye Witneſs. Of what 
{hall we accuſe him and the two holy Biſhops, 
Aurelius and Maximinus, both which he at- 
teſts to the Truth of theſe things? Shall it be 
of Ignorance, Simplicity, and Facility 3 or 
of Malice, and Impofture ? Is any Man-now 
living ſo impudent, as to think himſelf com- 
parable to them, either in Vertue, Piety, Learn- 


Cicero 2, de 3p, Judgment, or any kind of PerfeFion? Oui 


ut Rationem nullans afferent, ipſa Authoritate 
me frangerent, Who tho they ſhould give me no 
3&6 | eaſon 
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Reaſon "7 what they affirm, would yet convince 
pon, ger and Con belides the 
reat Danger an nſequence, ES 
- urd Temerity it draws after it, to contemn 
what we do not comprehend. For after that, 
according to yopr fine Underſtanding, you 
haveeſtabliſh'd the Limits of Truth and Error, 
and that afterwards there appears a Neceſlity 
upon you of believing ſtranger things than 
thoſe you have contradicted, you are already 
oblig'd to quit your hold, and to acquieſce. 
That which ſeems to me ſo much to diſorder 
our Conſciences in, the Commotions we are 


now in concerning Religion, 1s the Catho- 


licks diſpenſing ſo much with their Belief; 
they fancy they appear Moderate, and Wile, 
when they grant to the Hagzenoſts ſome of 
the Articles in Queſtion 3 but beſides that, 
they do not diſcern what advantage it is to: 
thoſe with whom we contend, to begin to 
give Ground, and to retire, and how much 
this animates our Enemy to follow his blow: 
theſe Articles which they inliſt upon as things 
indifferent, are ſometimes of very great im- 
portance, and dangerous Conſequence. We 
are either wholly and abſolutely to ſubmit 
our ſelves to the Authority of our Eccleftaſti- 
cal Polity, or totally throw off all Obedience 
to it. *Tis not for us to determine what and 
how much Obedience we owe to 1t, and this 
I can ſay, as having my ſelf made tryal of it, 
that having formerly taken the liberty of my 
own 


their Anthority. "Tis a preſumption of 
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© Seignenr de Montaignes Efſzys. Book 1 
own Swing and Fancy, and omitted or neg- 
lected certain Rules of the Diſcipline of our 
Church, which ſeem'd to me vain, and of no 
Foundation : coming afterwards to diſcourſe 
it with learned Men, I have found thoſe very 
things to be built upon vesy good and ſolid 
Ground,- and ſtrong Foundation z and that 
nothing but Brutality and Ignorance makes 
us receive them with leſs Reverehce than the 
reſt: Why do we not conſider what Contra- 
dicions we find in our own Judgments, how 
many things were yeſterday Articles of our 
ror, that to Gay y_— no other than Fa- . 

es? Glazy and Curioſity are the Scourges 
of the Soul; of which the laſt prompts us to 
thruſt our Noles into every thing, and the 
other forbids us to leave any thing doubtful 


__— 


and undecided. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 
Of Friendjhip. 


Aving conſiderd the Fancy of a 

| | Painter, I have that ſerves me, I had 

a mind to imitate his way : For he chooſes 
the faireſt place, and middle of any Wall, 
or pannel a Wainſcote, wherein to draw a 
Picture which he finiſhes with his utmoſt 


' care, and art, and the vacuity about it he 


fills with Groteſque ; which are odd Fanta- 
ſtick Figures withour any grace but what 
they derive from their variety, and the ex- 


travagancy of their ſhapes. And in truth, 
what are theſsthings I ſcribble, other than 


| Groteſques, and Monſtrous Bodies, made of 


diſſenting parts, without any certain Fi- 
gure, orany othier than accidental Order, 
Coherence, or Proportion ? 


Deſfinit in piſcem Mulier formoſa ſuperne, 
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That a fair Woman's Face above doth ſhow ; © 


But in a Fiſhes Tail doth end below. 


| In this ſecond part IT go hand in hand 
with my Painter ; but fall very ſhort of 
> | hum 
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him in the firſt, and the better; my power 
of handling not being ſuch, that F dare'to 
offer at a brave peice, finely painted, and 
ſet off according to Art. I have therefore 
thought fit to borrow one of Eſtzemno de 
Boitic, and ſuch a one as thall honour and 
adorn all the reſt of my work ; namely, 
a diſcourſe that he called, The voluntary 
Servitzde:a peice writin his younger years, 
by-way of Effay, in honour of liberty a- 
gainſt Tyrants, and which has ſince run 
through the hands of ſeveral Men of great 
Learning and Judgrgent, not without ſin- 
gular, and merited Commendation ; for it 
is finely writ, and as full, as any thing can 
poſtibiy be : Though a Man may conft- 
dently ſay 1t ts far ſhort of what he was able 
to do ; and if in that more mature Age, 
wherein I had the happineſs to know him, 
he had taken a deſign lil this of - mine, 
to commit his thoughts to writing, we 
ſhould have ſeen a great many rare things, 
and fuch as would have gone very near to 
have rivaPd the beſt Writings of Antiqui- 
ty : For in Natural parts eſpecially, I know 
no Man comparable to him. But he .has 
leſt nothing behind him, ſave this Treatiſe 
only, ( and that too by chance , for: F be- - 
lieve he never ſaw it after it firſt went out 
of his hands, ) and fome Obſervations up- 
on that Edidt of Fanuary, made Famous by 
our Civil Wars, which alf» ſhall elſewhere 

: perad- 
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-peradyenture find a place. Theſe were-all 


I could recover of his Remains, I to whom, 


with ſo affectionate a remembrance, upon 
his Death-bed, - he by his Jaſt Will be- 
queath'd- his Library, and Papers, the lit- 
tle Book of his. Works only excepted , 
which I committed to the Preſs. And 
this particular obligation I have to this 
Treatiſe of his, that it was the occaſion of 
my firſt coming acquainted with him ; for 
it wasſhew'd to me long before I had the 
good fortune to know him ; and gave me 
the firſt knowledg of his name ; proving 
ſo the firſt cauſe and: foundation of a 
Friendſhip, which we afterward improv'd, 


'and maintain'd, ſo long as God was pleas'd 


to continue us together, ſo perfe, invio- 
late, and entire, that certainly the like is 
hardly to be found in Story, and amongſt 
the Men of this Age, there is no ſign nor 
trace of any ſuch thing in uſe ; ſo much 
concurrence 1s requir'd 'to the building of 
ſuch a one, that 'tis much, if Forrune 
bring it but once to pals in three Ages. 
There is nothing to which Nature ſeems ſo 
much to have enclin'd us, as to Society ; 


and Ariſtotle fays , that the good Legi/la- 


zors had more reſpect to Friendſhip, than 
to Juſtice. Now the moſt ſupream point 
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of its perfection in this : for generally all Perfect 
thoſe, that-Pleaſure, Profit, Publick or =—_— 
Private Intereſt, Create and Nouriſh, are what. 
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STING 
4 ' !fo much the leſs Generous, and ſo much 
theleſs Friendſhips, by how much they 
mix another cauſe, and deſign, than ſim- 

' | ple, and pure Friendfhip it ſelf. Neither 
Pebpot do the four Ancient Kinds, Natural, So- 
. . ciable, Hoſpitable and Venerian, either ſe- 
parately, or jointly, make up a true and 
Pp, o Perfect Friendſhip. That of Children to 
R*) Parents is rather reſpect : Friendſhup being 
nouriſht by Communication, which, can» 
not by reaſon of the great diſparity ,, be 
betwixt them : but would rather perhaps 


are all the ſecret thoughts of Fathers fit to 
be communicated to Children, leſt it be- 


neither can the advices, and reproofs,which 
1s one of the principal offices of Friend- 
\\hip, be properly performd by the Son to 
« the Father. There are ſome Countries, 
where 'tis the Cuſtom for Children to kill 
their Fathers ; and others, where the Fa- 
thers kill'd their Children , to avoid being 
ſometimes an impediment to one another 
in their deſigns; and moreover the expe- 
Qation of the one does naturally depend 
upon the ruine of the other. There have 
fed x been great Philoſophers who have made 


I — 


nothing of this tie of Nature, as Ariſtip- 


the aftetion he ow'd to his Children, as 
being ceme out of him, preſently fell to 


Seitneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. BookT, 


violate the duties of Nature ; for neither 


get an indecent familiarity betwixt them; 


; pus for one, who being preſt home about 


 _____— ea a a > 


ſpit , faying , that that alſo came out: of 
him, and that he did alſo breed Worms , 
and Lice ; and that other, that Plutarch 
endeavoured to reconcile to his Brother, I 


make never the more account of him, faid 


he, for coming out of the ſame hole. This * 


name of Brother does indeed carry with if 
an amicable and affectionate ſound , an 


for that reaſon , he and I call'd Brothers : 


but the complication of Intereſt, the divi- 
fion of Eſtates, and that the raiſing of the 
one, ſhould be the undoing of the other, 
does ſtrangely unnerve and flacken this 
fraternal tie : And Brothers purſuing their 
Fortune and Advancement by the ſame 
Path, 'tis hardly poſſible , but they muſt 
of neceſſity often juſtle , and hinder one 
another. Beſides, why is it neceſfary rhat 
the correſpondence of Manners, Parts and: 


Inclinations, which beget theſe true and 


perfect Friendſhips, ſhould always meet 
and concur in theſe relations. 
and the Son may be of quite contrary hu- 
mours, and Brothers without any manner 
of Sympathy in their Natures. He is my 
Son, he is my Brother, or he and I are 


Couſin-germans ; but he is Paſſionate, 1ll . 
And moreoever, by .. * 


Natur'd, or a Fool. 
how much theſe are Friendſhips, that the 
Law, and Natural Obligation, impoſe upon 
us; fo much leſs is there of our own 
choice, and voluntary freedom. Whereas 
| | Sh». that 


The Father. - 


2) 
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that voluntary liberty' of ours, has nothing 
but that of Aﬀection and Friendſhip; pro- 
perly its own. Not that I have not in 
my own perſon experimented all can poſ- 
ſibly be expeted of that kind, having had 
the beſt, and moſt indulgent Father, even 
to an extream old Ape, that ever was, and 
who was himſelf deſcended from a Family, 
for many Generations Famous, and Exem- 
plary for Brotherly Concord : 


5 


— ——— Ft ipſe 


Notus in fratres animi Paternt. 


And he himſelf noted the reſt above, 
Towards his Brothers for-paternal Love. 


We are not here to bring the Love we 
bear to Women, though it be an Act of our 
own Choice, into compariſon ; nor rank 
it with the others; the Fire of which I 
confeſs, 


( Neque enim eft Dea neſcia noſtri 
Que dulcem curis miſcet amaritiem.) 


( Nor is my Goddeſs ign'rant what I am, 
Who pleaſing Sorrows mixes with my 
© Flame. ) 
is more ative, more eager, and more 
ſharp : but withal, *tis more precipitous, 
fickle, moving and inconſtant ; a Feaver 
. ſubject 
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ty. . Friendſhip on the Contrary; is enjoy'd 


ſubject to Intermiſſjon, and Paroxifms, that 
has ſeized but on.one part, one corner of 
the Building ; whereas in Friendſhip, *tis a 
general and univerſal Fire, but temperate, 
and equal, a conſtant eſtabliſht heat, all 
eaſie, and ſmooth, without poynancy or 
roughneſs.” Moreover, in Love, 'tis no 0- 
ther than Frantick Deſire, to that which 
flies from us. 


Come ſegue la lepre ill cacciatore Ariefto. 
Al freddo, al caldo, alfa montagua, al litto : ©%%%%- 10. 
Ne piu I'eſtima poi, che preſa vede , 

Et ſol dietro a chi fugge affretta il piede. 


Like Hunters, that the flying Hare purſue 
Ore Hill, and Dale, through Heat,& Morn- 


( ing Dew, 


Which being ta'ne,the Quarry they deſpite, 


Being only pleas'd in following that which 
( flies. 

So ſoon as ever they enter into terms of 
Friendſhip , that is to ſay, into a concur- 
rence of Deſires, it vaniſhes, and is gone, 
fruition deſtroys it, as having only a fleſhly 
end, and ſuch a one as is ſubject to Satie- 


_ 
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proportionably, as it is defird, and only 
grows up, 1s nouriſht and improves.by 
enjoyment, as being of it ſelf Spiritual, 
and the Soul growing {till more perte&t by 
practice, Under, and fubfellious to this 
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the other vain Aﬀections, have in my 
younger Years found fome place in my 
thoughts, that I may ſay nothing of him, 
who himſelf confeſſes but too much in his 
Verſes : So that I had both theſe Paſſions, 
bur always ſo, that T could my ſelf well e- 
nough diſtinguiſh them, and never in any 
degree of compariſon with one another. 


The firſt maintaining its flight in fo lofty 


FE Gs 


and fo brave a place, as with diſdain to look 
down, and fee the other flying at a far 
humbler pitch below. As concerning Mar- 


— —_— 


'ving another dependance, than that of our 
own Free-will, and a- Bargain commonl 

contracted to other ends, there almoſt a[- 
.ways happens a Thouſand Intricacies in it, 
to, unravel , enough to break the 'Thred, 


*and to divert the Current of a Lively Afﬀe- 


tion : whereas Friendſhip has no manner 


© — 


of Buſineſs or 'Traffick with any bur it ſelf. 


Moreover, to fay truth, the ordinary Ta- 


lent of Women, is not ſuch, as is ſufficient 
to maintain the Conference and Commu» 


nication:required, to the ſupport of this - 


Conjugal Tie ; nor do they appear to be 
endu'd with Conſtancy of Mind, to en- 
dure the pinch of To hard and durable « 
Knot. And doubtleſs, if without this, 


there. 
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perfect Friendſhip, I cannot deny, but that * 
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there could be fuch a free and voluntary fa- 


— WR 


miltarity contracted, where not only the 


Souls might have this entire fruition, but 
the Bodies alſo might ſhare in the Alli- 
ance, 'and* a Man be engag'd throughout, 
the Friendſhip would certainly be more 
full and perfect ; but it is without exam- 
ple, that this Sex cou{d ever arrive at ſuch 
perfection, and by the Ancient Schools, is 
wholy reje&ted ; as allo that other Grecian 
Licence is juſtly abhorr'd by our manners ; 
which alſo, for having, according to their 
practice, a ſo neceſlary diſparity of Ape, 
and difference of Offices betwixt the Lo- 
vers, hold no more proportion with the 
perfect Union and Harmony that we here 
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require, than the other. Quis ef enim i/te Cicero Tuſ. 
amor amicitie 2 cur neque deformem adoleſe % + 


centem quiſquam amat, neque formoſam ſe- 
nem 2 For what is that Love of Friend- 
ſhip 2 why does no one Love a deformd 
Touth, or a comely Old Man 2 Neither will 
that very Pidture that the Academy pre- 
ſents of 1t, as I conceive, contradict me, 
when I fay, that the firſt fury inſpird by 
the Son of Yenus into the heart of the Lo- 


ver, upon the ſight of the Flower, and 
prime of a ſpringing and bloſſoming 
Youth, to whom they allow all the Info- 
Jencies, and Paſſionate Attempts, that an 
immoderate Ardour can produce, was fim- 
ply founded upon an external Beauty, = 
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430 © Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. -Book' 
falſe image of Corporal Generation ; for 


upon the Soul it could not;ground this 
Love, the Tight of which,. as yet lay con- 
ceal'd, was but now ſpringing, and not of 
« maturity to Bloſſom. Which fury , if it 
ſeizd upon a mean Courage, the means by 
which he preferr'd his fuit, were rich Pres 
ſents, favour in advancement to Dignities, 
and fuch Trumpery, which they by no 
means approve : It on a more generous 
Soul , the purſuit was ſuitably generous, 
by Philoſophical Inſtrutions, Precepts to 
revere Religion, to obey the Laws, to die 
for the good of his Country ; by examples 
of Valour, Prudence and Juſtice, the Lo- 
ver ſtudying to render himſelf acceptable 
by the Grace and Beauty of his Soul, that 
' of his Body being long ſince faded and de- 
: cayd, hoping by this mutual Society to e» 
ſabliſha more firm and laſting Contract. 


ſeaſon, ( for that which they. do not re- 
quire in the Lover, namely, Leiſure and 
Diſcretion in his purſuit, they ſtritly re- 
quire in the perſon Loved ; foraſmuch as 
he is to judg of an internal Beauty, of dif- 
ficult Knowledg, and obſcure Diſcovery, ) 
then there ſprung in the Perſon Loved the 
defire of a ſpiritual Conception, by the 
mediation of a ſpiritual Beauty, This was 
the Principal, the Corporeal, Accidental, 
nd acer OS. 299008 Rong 
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When this Courtſhip came to effect in due 


a cc _ a ws w#+þ we} wk, Al Y 


_w_ 4 OP" 
/ "i aſe h or IS. FR 
5 


Chap-27. Sergneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 338 
= ſide of the Lover. For this reaſon they 
_ prefer the Perſon Beloved , maintaining , 
- of thar the Gods in like manner prefer him 
* i £20, and very much blame the Poet #/- 
by Piles, for having, in the Loves of Achilles 
Y and Patroclus, given the Lovers part to 4- 
a chiles, who was in the firſt flower and 
of | oy; of his Youth, and the hand- 
-. omelt of all the Greeks. After this gene- 
as | ral Familiarity, and mutual Community 
<- of Thoughts, is once ſetled, ſuppoſing the 
| ſoveraign and moſt worthy Part to preſide 
© | and govern, and to perform its proper Ot- 
® | fices, they fay, that from thence great U- 
4 tility deriv'd, both to private and publick 
' Concerns. That the force and power of 
Countries receiv'd their beginning from 
thence, and that it was the chiefeſt ſecu- 
rity of 'Liberty and Juſtice. Of which , 
the Salutiferous Loves of Farmonius and 
Ariſtogiton, is a good inſtance ; and there- 
fore it 1s, that they call'd it Sacred and Di- 
vine, and do conceive, that nothing but 
the Violence of Tyrants, and the Baſeneſs 
of the common People, is mimical to it : 
finally, all that can be ſaid in favour of the 
Academy, is, that it was a Love which 
ended in Friendſhip ; which alſo well e- 
nough agrees with the Stoical definition of 
Love. Amorem conatum eſſe amicitie faci- Cicero, 
ende ex pulchritudinis ſpecie. That Love is id. 


a defire of contratting Friendſhip by the 
Beauty 


Cicero. 
Amic. 
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Beauty of the Objet. I return to my own 
more juſt and true deſcription. Omyino a» 
micitie, corroboratts jam confirmatis ingenius, 
& etatibus, judicande ſunt, Thoſe are only- 
to be reputed Friendſhips, that are fortified: 
and confirmed by Judgment, and length of 
time. For the reſt, which we commonly 
call Friends, and Friendſhips, are nothingy 
but Acquaintance, and Familiarities, ei- 
ther occaſionally contraQed, or upon ſome. 
deſign, by means of which, there happens 
ſome little intercourſe betwixt our Souls : 


more ſign of theSeame by which they were 


- firſt conjoin'd. If a Man ſhould impor- 


tune me to give a reaſon why TLovdhim; 
Tfind it could no otherwiſe be expreſt, 
than by making anſwer, becauſe it was he, 
becauſe it was I. There is, beyond I am 
able'to fay, I know not what inexplicable 
and fatal power that brought on this Uni- 
'on. ' We ſought one another long before 
we met, and by the CharaQers we heard 
of one another, which wrought more up- 
on our Aﬀections, than in reaſon , meer 
reports ſhould do, I think by ſome ſecret 
appointment of Heaven, we embra'd in our 
Names ; and at our firſt meeting, which 
was accidentally at a great City entertain- 
ment, we found our ſelyes ſo mutually 
5 taken 
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jus Bloſius , ( who was his chiefeſt Friend 
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taken withone another, ſo acquainted, and 
ſo endeard betwixt our ſelves, that from 
thenceforward nothing was ſo near to us- 

as one another. He writ an excellent La- * 
tin Satyr, which I ſince Printed, wherein 
he excuſes the precipitation of our intelli- 
gehce, ſo ſuddenly came to go : 
faying, that being to have fo ſhort conti- 
nuance, as being begun ſo late, ( for we 
were both full grown Men, and he ſome 
Years the older, ) there was no time to 
loſe ; nor was tid to conform it ſelf to the 
example of thoſe ſlow and regular Friend- 
ſhips, that require ſo many precautions of 
a long preliminary Converfation. This 
has no other Idea , than that of its ſelf : 
this is no one particular conſideration, nor 
two, nor three, nor four, nor a thouſand ; 
tis I know not what quinteſſence of all 
this mixture, which , ſeizing my whole 
Will, carried it to plunge and loſe it felf 
in his, and that having ſeizd his whole 
Will; brought gack with equal concur- 
rence and appetW&, to plunge and loſe. it 
ſelf in mine. I may truly fay, loſe, re- 
ſerving nothing to our ſelves, that was ei- 
ther his or mine. When Le/zus, in the 
preſence of the Roman Conſuls, ( who af- 


' ter they had ſentenc'd 7zberius Gracchus , 


proſecuted all thoſe who had had any fa- 
miliarity with him alſo, ) came to ask Ca- 


and 
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and Confident, ) how :much the would 
have done for him And thaf he made 
Anſwer, All things. How ! All things! 
faid Lelius, And what if he had comp 
manded you to Fire our Temples 2 He 
would never have commanded me that , 
replid Blofius. Bit what if he had 2 faid 
Lelius ; .Why, if he had, IT would have 
Obey'd him, faid the other. If he was fo 
perfect a Friend to Gracchus, as the Hiſto- 
ries report him to have been, there was 
yet no neceſlity of offending the. Conſuls 
by fuch a bold confeſſion, though he might 
- ſtill have retain'd the aſſurance he had of 


Gracchus his difpoſition. However, . thoſe 


who accuſe this Anſwer as Seditious, do 
not well underſtand the Myſtery ; nor pre- 
ſuppoſe, .as it was true, that he had Grac- 
chus his Will in his ſleeve , both by the 
power of a Friend, and the perfe&t know- 
ledg he had of the Man. They were more 
Friends, than Citizens, and more Friends 
to one another, than eithlgg: Friends or Ene- 


mies to their Country, Wthan Friends to 


Ambition and Innovation. Having abſo- 
lutely given up themſelves to one another, 
either held abſolutely the reins of the 0- 


thers Inclination, whichalſo they govern'd 


by Vertue, and guided by the conduct of 
| Reaſon, ( which alſo without theſe, it had 
nor been poſlible todo, ) and therefore Bls- 
faus his Anſwer was fuch as it ought to ”. 
OR 
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If either of their Actions flew out of the 
handle, they were neither (according to 
my meaſure of Friendſhip, )- Friends to 
one another; nor to themſelves. As to 
the reſt, this Anſwer carries no worſe 
ſound, than mine would do to one that 
ſhoutdask me, If your Will ſhould com+ 
mand you to Kifl your Daughter-, would 
you do it ? And that I ſhould make An- 
ſwer, that I would , for this expreſſes no 
conlent to Tuch' an Act, foraſmuch as I 
do not in the leaſt ſuſpe&t my own Wil, 
and as little that of ſuch a Friend. *Tis 


not_ in, the power of all the Eloquence in 
the World, to diſpoſſeſs me of the certain- 


ty T have of the intentions and reſolutions 
of mine 5 nay, no one Action of his , 
what face ſoever 1t might bear, could be 
prefented to me , of which I could not 
preſently , and at firſt fight, find out the 
moving cauſe : Our Souls have drawn fo 
unanimouſly together , and we have with 


ſo mutual a confidence laid open the very 


bottom of our hearts to one anothers view, 
that I not only know his as well as my 
own ; but ſhould certainly in any concern 
of mine, have truſted my intereſt much 
more willingly with him , than with my 
ſelf. Let no one therefore rank other 
common Friendſhips with ſuch a one as 
this. TI have had as much experience of 
theſe, as another, and of the moſt _ 
| 0 
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336 . - Seignzur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book, 
| of their kind : | but I do' not adviſe, thx 
any ſhould confound the Rules of the one, 
and the other , for they would then find 
> , themſelves much deceiv'd. In thoſe other 
4s ordinary Friendſhips, you are to walk with 

2 Bridle in your hand, with Prudence and 
Circumſpettion, for in them the Knot is 
not ſo ſure, that a Man may not half fſuſ- 

x) pet it will ſlip : Love him ( faid Chl ) 

ſo, as if you were one Day to Hare him ; 
and Hate him ſo, as you were one Day to 
Love him. A Precepr, that though abo- 

. Minable in the Soveraign , and. perfe&t 

* Friendſhip which I intend , is nevertheleſs 
i "very ſound, as to the practice of the ordi- 
' _ nary ones, now in faſhion, and to which 
Z) the faying that Ariſtorle had fo frequent in 
his Mouth, O my Friends, there is no Friend ; 

. may very fitly be apply'd. And this glo- 
rious Commerce of good Offices , Pre- 
fents and Benefits, by which other Friend- 
{hips are ſupported and maintain'd, do not 
deſerve ſo much as to be mention'd here; 
and is, by this concurrence and conſent -of 
Wills, totally taken away, and rendred of 
no uſe; as the kindneſs I have for my ſelf, 
receives no increaſe, for any thing I re- 
lieve my ſelf withal in time of need, 

( whatever the Stoicks ſay, ) and as I do 
not find my ſelf oblig'd to my ſelf, for any 
Service I do my felt : So the Union of 
ſuch Friends, being really perfe, ugh 

| 8 tnNem 
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| Chap=z 7, Seignear de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


tliem of all acknowledgment of fuch Du- 
ties, and makes them loath and baniſh. 
from their Converſation, theſe words of 


Diviſion, and Diſtinftion, Benefit, Obli- 


gation , Acknowledgment , Entreaty , 
Thanks, and the like : All Things, Wills; 
Thoughts, Opinions, Goods, Wives; Chil- 
dren, Honours and Lives, being in effect; 
common betwixt them; and that abſolute 


"concurrence of Afﬀections being no other 


than one Soul in two Bodies, ( accordin 
to that very proper definition of Ariſtatle) 
they can neither lend, nor give any thing 
to ohe another. This is the reaſon why 
the Law-givers, to honour Marriage with 
ſome imaginary reſemblance of this divine 
Alliance, interdict all gifts betwixt Man 


— 


ſhould belong to eac 


and Wite. ; inferring by that, that all 


of them, and that 


they have nothing to divide ; or to give. ., 


If, 1n the Friendſhip of which I ſpeak, one 
could give to the other, the receiver of the 
Benefit would be the Man that oblig'd his 
Friend ; for each of them contending, and 
above all things, ſtudying how to be uſe- 
ful to. one another, he that adminiſters the 
occaſion, is the liberal Man, in giving his 
Friend the fatisfation of doing that to- 
wards him, which above all things he does 
moſt deſire. When the Philoſopher Dzoge- 
ues. .wanted Mony, he uſed to ſay, That 
he. redemanded it of _ Friends, not _ 

1E 
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4,48; Sejgivir de Montagne's Eſſgs. Book 1. © 
| he demanded it ; aid to let you fee theef- 
| fe&tual practice of this, I will here pro-- 
X) # ducean ancient and a rare example ; Eutles - 
comes hid on Feands, The 


t 
rixenus a Sycionian, and Aretheus a Corins c 
( 


thian : this Man coming to Die, being 
Poor, and his two Friends Rich, he made 
his Will after this manner ; I Bequeath to 
Aretheus the Maintenance of my Mother, 
fo ſupport and provide for her in her Old 
Age ; and to. Charixenus I Bequeath the 
care of Marrying my Daughter , and to 
give her as good a Portion as he is able; 
and in caſe that one of theſe chance to 
Die, Thereby ſubſtitute the Surviver in his 
place, They who firſt ſaw this Will, 
made themlelves very merry at the Con- 
tents : but the Executors being made ac- 
quainted. with it, accepted the Legacies 
with very great content ; and_one of 
them, Charixens, Dying within five Days 
after, and Aretheus by that means having 
the charge of both devolved ſolely to him: 
He nouriſht that Old Woman with very 
great care and tenderneſs, and of five Ta- 
lents he had in Eſtate, he gave two and a 
half in Marriage with an only Daughter ' 
he had of his own, and two and a half in 


both their Nuptials. This —_—_ 15 very 
ft t ed, 


namely; 


"5." o.. a 


a3 
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namely , the multitude of Friends : ' For 
the 'perfe Friendſhip I ſpeak of, is indivi- 
ſible , *every one gives himſelf 1o entirely 
to his Friend , that he has nothing left ts 


- 7-3 


diſtribute to others : But on the contrary, - 


is ſorry, that he is not double, treble, of 
quadruple, and that he has not many Souls, 
and many Wills, to confer them all upon 
this one ſubject. Common Friendſhips 
will admit of diviſion, one may Love t 

Beauty of this, the good Humour of that 
Perſon, the Liberty of a third, the Pater 
nal Afﬀedion of a fourth, - the Fraternal 
Love of a fifth, and ſo of the reſt: But 
this Friendſhip that poſſeſſes the whole 
SouT, and there rules and ſways with att 
abſolute Soveraignty , can poſſibly admit 
of no Rival. If two at the ſame time 
ſhould call to you for ſuccour, to whichof 
them would you run ? Should they require 
of you contrary Offices ; how could you 
ſerve them both > Should one commit # 
thing to your Secretary, that it were of 


importance to the other to know , how 


would you diſingage your ſelf 2 A ſingular 
and particular Friendſhip difunites and diſs 
folves all other Obligations whatſoever; 


F ho 


- 


# fp 


oo 


—_ 


The ſecret I have ſworn not to reveal to - 


any other, I may without Perjury commit 
nicate to him who is not another, but my 
felf. *Tis Miracle enough certainly, -for 4 
Man to double himſcl ; and! thoſe that lk 
34 ; S O 
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Stigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. - Book k 
of tripling, talk they know not of what. iſ 
Nothing is extream, that has its like ; and 


who ſhall preſuppoſe, that of two, I Love 
one as much as the other, that they Love 
one another roo, and Love' me as much as 
J.Love them, does multiply in Friendſhip, 
the molt fingle and united of all things, 
and wherein moreover, one alone, 1s the 
hardeſt thing in the World to find. ,'Fhe 
remaining part of this ſtory ſuits very well 
with what I faid before 3 for Eudamidas as 
a Bovinty and Favour , Bequeaths to his 
Friends a Legacy of employing themſelves 


, tn hisneceſlity ; he leaves them Heirs to 


| x} c ge x 


this liberality of his, which conſiſts, in 
giving them the opportunity. of conferring 
a benefit upon him ;. and doubtleſs, the 
force of Friendſhip is more eminently appa- 
rent in this a&t of his; than in that of A- 
retheus. In ſtiort, theſe are eftetsnot to 
be imagin'd nor comprehended by ſuch as 
have not experience of them, and which 
makes me infinitely honour and admire the 
Anſwer of that young Souldier to Cyrus,by 
whom being askt how much he would 
take for a Horſe, with which he had won 


the prize of a Courſe, and whether he. 


would exchange him for a Kingdom 2 No, 
truly Sir , faid he, but I would give him 
with all my heart, to find a true Friend, 
could I find out any Man worthy of that 


» relation. He did not fay ill in faying , 
| could 


moſt every where meet with Men fuffici- 


' ently qualified for a ſuperficial acquain- 


tance; yet in this, where a Man is to 
deal from the very bottom of his heart, 
without any manner of reſervation, it will 
be requiſite, that all the Wards and Springs 
be neatly and truly wrought, and perfe&- 
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"* could I find: for though a Man may al- « 77 


5 


ly fare. In Leagues that hold but by one - 


end, we are only to provide againſt the im- 
perfeCtions, that particularly concern that 
end. [t can be of no importance to me, of 
what Religion my Phyſician or my Lawyer 


is, provided the one be a good Lawyer, | 


and the other a good Phyſician ; this conſt- 
deration hath nothing in common with the 
Offices of Friendſhip ; and I am of the 
fame indifterency in the domeſtick acquain» 
tance, my Servants muſt neceſfarily con- 
tract witt'me; I never enquire, when I 
am to take a Footman, if he be Chaſte, but 
if he be Diligent ; and am not ſolicitous, 
if my Chairman be given to Gaming, as 
if he be Strong & Able ; or if my Cook be 
a Swearer, or a good Cook. I do not how- 
ever take upon me to dire& what other 
Men ſhould do in the Government of their 
Families, there are enow that meddle e- 
nough with that : but only give an ac 
count of my method in my own. 


Z 3 Mihi 


—._ 
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Terence Mihi fic uſus eſt: tibi, ut opus eſt fatto, face, 


Heg. Af. 
I \Ske, i ( do, 
( to, 


UV 6-zf| This has wy practice been - but thou maiſt 
' . © What thy Afﬀairs, or Fancy, prompt thee i 
I” fs In Table talk, I prefer the Pleaſant and 
Witty, before the Learned and the Grave: 
In Bed,Beauty before Modeſty, and in com- 
mon Diſcourſe, Eloquence, whether or no 

E | _ there be ſincerity in that caſe. And, as he 

| (Ev 4 that was found aſtride upon a Hobby-horſe, 

| | -/ playing with his Children , entreated- the 
perſon who had fſurpriz'd him in that po- 
ſture, to fa nothing of it , till himſelf 
came to be a = uppoſing, that the 
fondneſs that would then polfcl his own 
Soul, would render him a more equal Jud 
of fuch an Action :. So I alſo could wi 
to ſpeak to ſuch as have had experience of 
what I fay: though, knowing how re- 
mote a thing ſuch a Friendſhip is from the 
common practice, and how rarely ſuch are 
to be found, Ideſpair of meeting with any 
one qualified to fuch a degree of compe- 

* tency. For even theſe Diſcourſes left us by 
Antiquity upon this ſubje&, ſeem to me 
flat and low, in compariſon of the ſence I 
have of it, and in this particular, the ef- 

es ſurpaſs the yery precepts of Philoſo- 
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Nil ego contulerim jucundo ſanus amico.. _ & & 
| ; at. 


\ The Ancient Menander declard him to 


be happy, that had had the good Fortune 
to meet with but the ſhadow of a Friend ; 
and doubtleſs he had good reaſon to fay 


fo, eſpecially, if he ſpoke by experience : 
For in good earneſt, if I compare all the 


reſt of my Life,/ though thanks be to God, 


I have always paſt my time pleaſantly e- 
nough , and at my eaſe, and the loſs of 
ſuch a Friend excepted, free fromany grie- 


vous Afflition, and in great tranquility of 


Mind, having been contented with my na- 
tural and original Conveniences , without 
being ſollicitous after others ; Jif I ſhould 
compare it all, I fay, with the Four Years 
I had the happineſs to enjoy the iweet So- 


343 


Fo 


1 nothing to my lf can recommend , 'Y: fp 
_ Like the delight of a facetious Friend. | 


« EP.) 


x) 


ciety of this excellent Man ; 'tis nothing 


but ſmoak , but an obſcure and tedious 
Night, from the Day that I loſt him. 


uem ſemper acerbum, 


Semper honoratum ( fic Diz voluiſtis ) habebo, 


Which ever till I ſtep into my Grave, 


I hall in ad, but kind remembrance have. 
Z 4 I 


Virg. Ane. 
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I have only led a Sorrowful and Languiſhe 
ing-Life ;- and the very Pleaſures that pre- 
ſent themſelves to me, inſtead of adminj- 
ſtring any thing of. Conſolation, double 


my Affliction for his loſs. We were halves I 


throughout, and to that degree, that me- 
thinks, by out-living him, 'I defraud him 
of tus pare | | Fe +1 
Terence Nec jas effe ulla me woluptate hic fruit 
- _—_ Decrevi, tantiſper dum ille abeſt meus parti- 
Ge - V ' 2 , ( ceps. 


And this againſt my ſelf I have decreed, 


Nothing of Pleaſure ſhall my Fancy feed. 
Since he is gone, for ever gone alas ! 
Whoinall Joys my dear Co-partner was. 


Ug © f "| I was fo accuſtomed to be always his ſe- 
\-cond in all places, and in all intereſts too, 
| that —xkinle » Tam no more than half a 
| Man, and have but half a Being, © 


Horat.l.12. Tllam mee ft partem anime tulit 
Ode 4: Maturtor VB, quid moror altera, 
Nec charius eque nec ſuperſtes 
Integer > Ihke dies utramque 
- ', Duxit rumam. ; ( awa 
Since that half of my Soul was ſnatch't 
By riper Age, why does the other ſtay ; 
Which now's not dear ; nor truly does far- 
| (4... (Woo 
That Day our double Ruine did contrive. 
MY 6  '" Thers 
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There is no Actionor Imagination of mine, 
wherein I'do not want him ; I know that 
his Advice and Aſſiſtance would be uſeful 
to me: for as he ſurpaſt me by infinite de- 
grees in Vertue, and all other Accompliſh- 
ments; ſo he alſo did in all Offices of 
Friendſhip. | 


——— —— 


z) 


Quis deſiderio fit pudor, aut modus Heres. I; 
Zam chart capitis. Ode, r. 


A moderate Mourning were a ſcandal here, foo) 
Where I Lament a Friend ſo truly dear. | 


0 miſero, frater adempte mihi | Carulliks 
Omnia tecum una perierunt gaudia noſtra, 
Que tuus in vita, dulcis alebat amor, 
Tu mea, tu moriens fregiſti commoda frater, 

Tecum una tota eſt, noſtra ſepulta anima. 
Cujus ego interitu tota de mente fugavi 
Hee ſtudia, atque omnes delitias animi. 
Alloquar ? audiero nunquam tua verba loguen- 
 Nunquam ego te vita,frater amabilior,( tem? 
Aſpiciam poſthac 2 at certe ſemper emabo. 


Ah ! Brother, what a Life did I com- 
Ta de ES | ( mence, 
From that fad Day that thou wert raviſht 

Dp ( hence ! 
Thoſe Joys are gone, that whilſt thou tar- 
Mons Rog _ |_| (niedit here, 
By thy ſweet Converſation nouriſh't w_ 
Fl. it 
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And in thy Grave-my Soul was buried. 
The Muſes at thy Funerals I forfook, 
And of thy Joy my leave for ever.took, 
Dearer than Life, am I fo wretched then, 
Never to ſee, nor ſpeak to thee agen, 
Nor hear thy Voice , now frozen up by 
| +» ( Death? 
Yet will I Love thee to my lateſt Breath. 


But let us hear a little a Boy of Sixtean 


ſpeak, 

. Tu this place I did once intend to have ins 
certed thoſe Meſmoirs upon that famous Edift 
of January : But being 1 fince find that they 
are already Printed, and with a malicious de- 
ſign, by ſome who make it their buſineſs to mo- 
leſt, and endeavour to ſubvert the ſtate of our 
Government, not cariug whether they mend and 


Y reform it, or no ; and that they have confound- 
enne de Bo- ed this Writing of bus with others of their 


own Leaven, 1 defiſted from that purpoſe : 
But that the Memory of the Father may not be 
zntereſted, nor ſuffer with ſuch, as could not 


come near hand” to be acquainted with his 
Principles ; I here give them truly to under- 


fland, that it was writ by him in his very 
green Tears, and that by way of Exerciſe on- 
9, | as a common Theme that has been tum- 
led and toft by a Thouſand Writers. I make 
#o queſtion, but that he himſelf beliey'd what 
ny © ul 


We 


he writ, being ſo Conſciencious that way, that 
he would not fo mach as lie in jeft : and do 
moreover know, that could it have been in his 
own Choice, he had rather have been Born at 
Venice, than at Soarlac, and he had reaſon : 
But he had another Maxime Soveraignly im- 
printed in his Soul, wery Religiouſly to Obey, 
and ſubmit to the Laws under which he was 
Born. There never was a better Citizen , 
more affeftionate to his Country ; nor a greater 
Enemy to all the Commotions and Innovati- 
ons of bis time : So that ty none cont 
much rather have employ d his Talent to the 


—— 


exfingeling of thoſe Civil Flames , than | 
have added any Fewel to them : For he had a 


Mind faſhion d to the Model of better Ages. 
But in exchange of this Serious Piece, I will 
preſent you with another of a more Gay and 
PFrolick Air, from the ſame Hand, and Writ 
at the ſame Age. 
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CHAP. XXVIIL 


Nine and Twenty Sonnets of Eſtien- - 


ne de la Boctic, to Madamde 
Grammont Caunteſs of Guiſſon, 


Adam, TI offer to your Ladyſhip no- 


thing of mine, either becauſe it is 


already yours, or becauſe I find nothing in 
my Writings worthy of you : But I have 
a great deſire that theſe Verſes, into what 
part of the World ſoever they may travel, 
may carry your Name in the Front, for 
the Honour will accrue to them, by ha» 
ving the great Coriſanda de Andonis for 
their fate Conduct : I conceiye this preſent, 
Madam, ſo much the more proper for you, 
both. by reaſon there are few Ladies in 
France who are ſo good Judges of Poetry, 


and make ſo good uſe of it as you do ; as 


alſo, that there is none who can give it 
that Spirit and Life your Ladyſhip does, 
by that incomparable Voice Nature has 
added to your other perfe&tions ; you will 
find, Madam , that theſe Verſes deſerve 
your eſteem, and will, I dare fay, concur 
with me 1n this, that Gaſcony never yeilded 
more Invention, finer Expreſſion, or that: 

Nore 
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more evidence themſelves to flow from a 
Maſters hand. And be not Jealous , that 
ou have but the remainder of what I 
Publiſht ſome Years ſince, under the Name 
of Monfieur de Foix, your brave Kinſman ; 
for certainly theſe have ſomething in them 
more ſpritely, and luxuriant, as being 
Writ in a greener Youth, and enflam'd 
with the Noble Ardour that I will tell 
your Ladyſhip in your Ear. The other 
were Writ ſince, when he was a Suitor in 
the honour of his Wife, already rel;ſhin 
of Fknow not what Matrimonial Cold- 
neſs : And for my part, I am of the fame 


' opinion with thoſe, who hold, that Poeſte 


appears no where ſo Gay, as in a wanton 
and irregular Subject. 

Theſe Nine and Twenty Sonnets that were 
znſerted here, are fince Printed with his other 
Works. 


-iCHAP XAXIL 
Of Moderation. 


 * A S if wehad an infectious Touch, we 


by our manner of handling corrupt 
things, that in themſelves are laudable and 
good : We may graſp Vertue ſo hard, till 
i 
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Jo Seigneur de Montaigne 's Bays: Book VIcki 
it become Vicious, if we-embrace it tos Wlittl 

| {freight , . and with. too violent a defire;” 
Thoſe who fay, there is never -any exceſy' 
in Vertne, for as. much as it is no Vertue:, I like 
when-it once becomes exceſs , only play WW tha 


upon words. ov 
Horace / Aj | | AN 
Epift. 6. Tuſanz ſapiens nomen ferat, &quus iniquz, to 


Ultra quan ſatis eſt, virtutem fi petat ipfam.' W do 

x) | The Wiſe for Mad, the Juft for Unjuſt pats,” WW 0, 
When more than needs, ev'n Verrue they: Iſ p! 

| ( embrace. IW tc 

. - Fhis is a ſubtle confideration in Philoſo-" W k 
\ow=Yx phy. A Man may both be too much in: WW b 
' Love with Vertue, and be exceſſiveina il t 
juſt A@ion.' . Holy Writ. agrees with this,, © 
Be not Wiſer than you ſhould; bat be fo- 
| 


&) * Tis like berly Wiſe. * I have known a-great Man 
he means prejudice the Opinion Men had of his De- 
xy + votion, by pretending to be devout be- 
France, Yyond all Examples of others of his condi- 

tion. TI Love temperate- and moderate 
2p 4.) Natures. An immoderate Zeal, even to 
" that which, is good, though it does not of- 
fend, does aſtoniſh me ; and puts me to 
_ ſtudy what Name to give it. .. Neither the 
z) Mother of Payfanias, who was the firſt in- 
ſtruder of her Sons proceſs ; and threw 
the firſt ſtone towards his Death : Nor 
Poſthumus the Diftator, who'put his Son 
to Death , whom: the' Ardour of Youth 
had fortunately puſht upon the _— 

ttie 
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4 little more advanc't than- the reſt of his 
F 
4 


like to follow fo Savage a Vertue , and 


and "tis equally troubleſome to my fi ht, 


to look up at a great Light, and to look - 


down into a dark Abyſs. Ca/zcles in Pla- 
to; fays, That the extremity of Philoſo- 


phy is hurtful, and adviſes not todivein- 
 toit beyond the limits of Profit : that ta- 
ken moderately, it is pleaſant and ufeftll :- 
but that in the end, it renders a Man Brui-' 


tihand Vicious : A Contemner of Religi- 


on, and the common Laws, -an Enemy to 
Civil Converſation, - and all Humane Plea- 


ſures, incapable of all- Publick Admini- 


ſtration, unfit either to aſſiſt others, or to 
relieve himfelf, and a fit Object for all forts 


of Injuries-and Afﬀronts, without remedy, 
or ſatisfaction: He fays true ; for in its 
Exceſs, it-enſlaves our Natural Freedom, 
and by an impertinent fubtilty , leads' us 
out of the fair and beaten way that Nature 
has plain'd-out for us. © The Love we bear 
to-our Wives is very lawful, and yet The- 
ology thinks fit to curb and reſtrain it. 


Squadron , do appear $6 me_{0_juſt as 
ſtrange-; 'and I thould neither adviſe, nor © 
that coſtsſo dear. The Archer that ſhoots 
over, miſſes as well as he that falls ſhort, 
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As I remember, I have readin one place * 


of St. Thomas of Aquin, where he condemns 
Marriages within any of the forbidden de- 
grees, tor this reaſon, amongſt others, __ 
h tifere 


Tort 46 


$55 Geigneur oe Montaigne's Eſays; Book bf | 
F there is ſome danger, leſt the Friendſhipg/ 


—_— 
Sedo LETS 


Man, bears to ſuch: a Woman, ſhould bg * 
immoderate ;. for if the Conjugal Aﬀeti th 
on be full and perfect betwixt them , as it £6 


ought to.be, and that it be over and above ſ pp 
ſurcharg'd with that of Kindred too, there iſ a1 
15 no doubt, but ſuch an addition will car: 6 
ry the Husband beyond the bounds of rea- iſ { 
48 ſon. Thoſe Sciences that regulate the  c 
manners of Men, Divinity and Philoſo-W |} 
phy, will have. a faying to every thing = 
There is no Action 1o private that can e | 
ſcape their Inſpedtion and Juriſdiction, but © + 
they are beſt taught, who are beſt able to 
« cenſure and curb their own Liberty. *Tis 
the Women that expoſe their Nydities 0- 
ver freely. upon the account of Pleaſure, 
though in the Neceſſities of Phyſick and 
Yrurgery they are more ſhy, and more 
reſerv'd. 


ill therefore . in their. behalf 
teach the Husbands, - that is, ſuch as are 
roo extravagant and ſenſual in the exerciſe 

. of the Matrimonial Duty, this Leſſon, that 


\> 9/7 the very Pleaſures they enjoy in the Socie- 
ty of th eir Wives , are Reproachable, if 
immoderate, and that a Licentious and Ri- 
otous-abuſe of them., are Faults; as re- 

| provable here, as illegitimate and adulte- 
rous Practices. Thoſe Immodeſt and De- 
beuch'd Tricks and Poſtures, that the firſt 
Ardour ſuggeſts to us in this Aﬀair , are 
not only indecently , but inconveniently 
practisd 
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praQisd upon _ _ Let hem at 
leaſt learn Impudency from another hand ; 
they acouhany s ready enough for our Bu- 
ſineſs, and I for my part always went the 
plain way to work. Marriage is a Solemn 
and Religious Tie, and therefore the plea- 
ſure we extract from thence, ſhould be a 


ſober and ſerious delight, and mixt with a 


certain kind of Gravity; it ſhould be a 


kind of diſcreet and conſcientious pleaſure. 


amongſt others, ) Abominate all Conjun- 
ion with Women with Child, and others 
alſo, with thoſe who are Unclean. Zeno- 
bia would never admit her Husband for 
more than one Encounter, after which, 
ſhe left him to his own ſwing for the whole 
time of her Conception, and not, till af- 


_ ter that, would any more receive him : A 
brave Example of Conjugal Continency. 


It was doubtleſs from ſome Laſcivious Po- 
et, and one that himſelf was in great dis- 
ſtreſs for a little of this ſport, that Plato 
borrowed this Story ; that Jupiter was one 
Day ſo hot upon his Wife, that not having 
ſo much patience, as till ſhe could get to 
| Aa the 
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Book 1 
the Couch, he threw her upon the Floor, 
where the vehemency of pleaſure madg 
him forget the great and important Reſo- 
lutions he had but newly taken with the 
reſt of the Gods, in his Celeſtial Council; 
and to brag, that he had had as good a 
Bout, as when he got her Maidenhead un- 


FP 


2) %s-* 15x known to their Parents. The Kings of 


Perfia were wont to-invite their Waves to 
the Beginning of their Feſtivals ; but when 
the Wine began to work-in good earneſt, 
and that they were to give the Reins to 
pleaſure, they ſent them back to their pri- 
vate Appartments, that they might not 
participate of their immoderate Luſt, ſend- 
ing for other Women in their ſtead , with 
wW 

decorum of reſpe&t. All Pleafores , and: 
all forts oi Gratifications, are not properly 
and fitly conferr'd upon' all Torts of Pet- 
ſons. Epaminondas had Committed a 
young Man for certain' Debauches ; for 
whom Pelopidas mediated, that at his re- 
queſt he might be ſet at hberty, whicly 
notwithſtanding the great intelligence be- 


twixt them, Epaminondas reſolutely deny'd | 


to him, but granted it at the firſt word to 


. a Wench of. his, that made the fame inter- 


ceſſion ; ſaying, that it was a Gratification 
fit for fuck a one as ſhe, but not for a Cap-' 
tain. Sophocles being joint Pretor with Pe- 
ricles, , lecing accidentally a fine Boy paſs 

a by : 


om they were not oblig'd to ſo great a. 


' Chap.29. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſa ays. 4s 
by : 'O what'a delicate Boy is that, faid he 5 


I, po ray were 2 Prize, anſwered Pericles, Tor 


any other, than a 2 Pretor, who ought not 
only to have his Hands, but his Eyes Chaſte 


too.  Flius Yerws the Emperour , anſwers » & «- 


ed his Wife, who Reproach'd him with his 
Love to other Wo omen, that he did it upon 


' 2 Conſcientious account*, foraſmuch as 


Marriage was a Name of Honour , and 
Dignity, not of Wanton and Laſcivious 


Deſire. And our Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory pre-, ' 


ſerves the Memory of that Woman in 
Sr-at Veneration , who parted from her 
Husband, becauſe ſhe would not comply 
with his indecent and inordinate Defire. 
In fine, there is no ſo juſt and lawful pleas 
fure, wherein the Intemperance and Ex- 
ceſs, is not to be Condemn'd. But, to 


Me 


ſpeak the truth, is not Man a moſt miſera- > P43 ts 


ble Creature the while 2 It is ſcarce, . by 
his Natural Condition , in his power to 
taſte one Pleaſure pure and entire ; A 
muſt he be contriving Doctrines and Pre- 
cepts, to Curtal that- little he has; he is 
not yet Wretched enough , unleſs by Ar Art 
and Study,” he Augment his own Milery. 


Fortune miſeras auximus Arte vias. 

art,” 
We with Misfortune 'gainſt our ſelves take 
And our own Mileries encreaſe by Art. 


Aaz2 Hiimane 


' 356 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book | 

£ -ovPx Humane Wiſdom makes as ill uſe of he 
Talent, when ſhe exerciſes it in reſcinding}ſÞ Se 
from the number and ſweetneſs of thoſe hi: 


Pleafures, that are naturally our due ,' as} hi 


Xg* caH'e ſhe employs it favourably , and well ,. inf} ni 

9 fhe employ diſguiſing = tricking ont the F 

: 111s of Life, to alleviate the Senſe of them; n 
Had I rul'd the Roaſt, I ſhould have taken 


h 
another, and more natural courſe, which, Þ © 
to ſay the truth, is both Commodious and | I 
c 
l 


| Sacred, and ſhould peradventure have been 
able to have limited it too. Notwithſtand- 
ing that both our Spiritual and Corporal 
Phyſicians, as by compact betwixt-them- 
ſelves, can find no other way to cure, nor 
other Remedy for the Infirmities of the 
Body , and the Soul, than what is oft 
times worſe than the Diſeaſe, by torment- 
ing us more, and by adding to our Miſery 
and Pain. To this end, Watchings, Faſt- 
ings, Hair-ſhirts, ' remote and ſolitary Ba- 
niſhments, perpetual Impriſonments , 
Whips, and other Afﬀictions, have been 
120 >=>.., Introducd amongſt Men : But fo, that they 
130 P'E" *ſhould carry a ſting with them, and be re- 
[| al Afflictions indeed ; and not fall out fo, 
11 X) as it once did to one Gallio, who having 
13h been ſent an Exile into the Ifle of Lesbos, 
[1 | news was not long after brought to Rome, 
{| that he there Liv'd as Merry, as the Day 
2M was long; and that what had been enjoin'd 
him for a Penance , turn'd to his greateſt 
Pleaſure | 


PO OR - —_ —— __ . * - _—— 
, - no ' I _ «WAS btn N Re; reitrs. 4, AIIEEAR Ec lathe; Coke 
£ 4 ide dl £67 wY OO In OE II <a ene - - - 
* OR NE A GAGA IS SR NCT - 
: __—_ . __ __ ” - v rote Te Is > 4 OT OR F P 

4 L Fre”? "RY 
2381 
vp 
- dy D 


vo Wy OE Os OS 6 PACs 
\ _— = I C , 
v 


Chap.29. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays, 357 
I Pleafure and Satisfaction : Whereupon the 
Senate thought fit to recall him home to 
his Wife and Famuly , and confine him to 
his own Houſe, to accommodate their Pu- 
niſhment to his feeling and apprehenſion. . 
For to him whom Faſting would make 
more Healthful and more Spritely, and to 
en him to whoſe Pallat Fiſh were more ac- 
h, # ceptable than Fleſh, it would be no proper, 
1d W nor fanative Receipt ; no more than in the 
n © other fort of Phyſick, where the Drugs 
I have no efftet upon him who ſwallows 
1 8 them with Appetite and Pleafure- The 
- & Bitterneſs of the Potion , and the Abhor- 
r& rency of the Patient, are neceſſary Cir- 
e M cumſtances to the Operation. The Na- 
t W ture that would eat Rhubarb like Butter'd 
- & Turnips, would fruſtrate the uſe and ver- 
tue of it ; it muſt be ſomething to trouble 
and diſturb the Stomach, that muſt Purge 
and Cure it ; and here the common Rule, 
, that things are Cur'd by their contraries, 
fails; for in this, one ill is Cur'd by ano- 
ther. This Belief a little reſembles that 
other ſo Ancient one, of thinking to Gra- 
tifie the Gods and Nature, by Self-Mur- 
ther; an Opinion univerſally once receiv'd 
in all Religions, and to this Day retain'd 
in ſome. For in theſe later times wherein 
our Fathers Liv'd, Amurath at the taking of 
Imus, Immolated Six Hundred Young 
Greeks to his Fathers Soul, in the nature of 
Aaz3 a pro- 
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a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sins of the 
Deceaſed.” And in thoſe new Countrigh 
diſcoverd in this Age of ours, which arejſſ 
Pure, and Virgins yet, in compariſon of by 
ours, this practice is in ſome meaſure everyſſ| 2! 
where receiv'd. All their Idols reek with 
Humane Blood , not without various Exit © 
amples of Horrid Cruelty. Some theyſſ * 
Burn alive, and half Broil'd, take them off Þ 
the Coals to tear out their Hearts and En- | 
trails; others, even Women they fley a- Il * 
live, and with their Bloody Skins Clothe iſ ©< 
and Diſguiſe others. Neither are we with/IU * 
out great Examples of Conſtancy and Re I * 
ſolution, in this Aﬀair ; The poor Souls 
that are to be Sacrificd, Old Men, Wo 
men and Children,” going ſome Days be- 
fore to: beg Alms for the Offering of their 
Sacrifice, and fo Singing and Dancing, 
preſent themſelves. to the Slaughter. The 
Ambaſſadors of the King of Mexico, ſet- 
ting out to Fernando Cortez the Power and 
Greatneſs of their Maſter , after having 
told him , that he had Thirty Vaſlals, of 
which, each was able to Raiſe an Hundred 
Thoufand Fighting Men, and that he kept 
his Court in the taireſt and beſt Fortified 
City under the Sun, added at laſt, that he 
was oblig'd Yearly to offer to the Gods 
ifty Thoufand Men. And it is confident- 
ty aftirm'd, that he maintain'd a continual 
War, with fome Potent Neighbouring 


7 Chap.zo. Seigvenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 

Nations, not only to keep the Young Men 
in Exerciſe , but principally, to have 
wherewithal to furniſh his Sacrifices with 
his Priſoners of War. At a certain Town in 
another place, for the welcome of- the 
faid Cortez, they Sacrificed Fifty Men at 
once. I will tell you this one Tale more, 
and I have done; Some of theſe People 
off being Beaten by him, ſent toComplement 
n-& him, and to Treat with him of a Peace, 
a. 8 whoſe Melſengers carried him Three forts 
ie @ of Preſents, which they preſented in theſe 
BE terms : Behold, Lord, here are Five Slaves, 


— ——————— — — 


 & if thou beelt a Furious God that feedeth 

$ & upon Fleſh and Blood, eat theſe, and we 

« & will bring thee more ; if thou beeſt an Af 

, & fable God , behold here Incence and Fea- 
thers ; but if thou beeſt a Man, take theſe 
Fowls and theſe Fruits, that we have 
brought thee. 


Ms 


CHAP, X XA. 
Of Canniballs. 


| Hen Pyrrhus King of Epire In- 

vaged /taly, having view'd an& 

and conſiderd the Order of the Army, 

- the Romans ent out to meet him ; I know 
Aa 4 not 
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Eo 43609 Scigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. . Book Vl 
| not, faid-he, what kind of Barbarians (forlfl 


FJ 


ſo the Greeks calld all other Nations) theſe 
may be ; but the Diſcipline of this Army 
thatT lee, has nothing of Barbarity in it, 


x) As much faid the Greeks of that Flaminius 


brought into their Country ; . and Ph: 
bebe from an Eminence, the Order 


and the diſtribution of the Roman Camp, 
led into his Kingdom by Publius Sulpicius 
- aGalba, ſpake to the ſame effect. By which 


Y (-4.7/it appears, how Cautious Men ought "to 
| Ee, of 


of taking things upon truſt from Vul- 
gar Obinidn, and that we are to judg by 
the Eye of Reaſon, and not from common 

, report, I have long had a Man in my 
Houſe, that Liv'd Ten or Twelve Years 

in the new World, diſcoverd in theſe lat- 

ter Days, and in that part of it where Yil- 
legaignon Landed, which he -call'd Antar- 
tick France. ' This Diſcovery of ſo vaſt a 
Country ſeems to be of very great Conſi- 
deration ; and we are not ſure, that here- 
after there may not be another, ſo many 
wiſer Men than we have been deceiv'd in 

_5, this. I am afraid our Eyes are bigger than 
| our Bellies; and that we have more Curi- 
olity than Capacity : for we graſp at all, 
but catch nothing but Air. Plato brings 
. 4n Soloy, telling a Story, that he had heard 


7. 


from the Prieſts of Saw in Egypt , that of 


Old, and before the Deluge, there was a 
great Iſland calld Atlantis, ſcituate diret- 


ly 


þ 1 ; | Chap. 30, Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 36x 
off ly at the Mouth of the Streight of Gibral-. 


ter, which contain'd more Ground, than 
both Africk and Aja put together ; and 
that the Kings of that Country, who not 
only poſleſt that Iſle, but extended their 
Dominion ſo far into the Continent, that 
they had a Country as large as Africk to 
Egypt , and as long as Europe to Ti uſcany, 
attempted to Encroach even upon A4/a, 
and to ſubjugate all the Nations that Bor-- 
ders upon the Mediterranian Sea, ay far as 
the Gulf of Mare Maggiore; and to that 
effect, over-ran all Span, the Gaules, ' and 
Italy, ſo far, as to penetrate into Greece, 
where the Athenians ſtopt the Torrent of 
their Arms: but ſometimes after, both 
the Athenzans, they, and their Iſland, were 
ſwallowed by the Flood. 

It is very likely, that this Violent Irrup- 
tion and Inundation of Water, made a 
wonderful Change, and ſtrange Alteration, 
in the Habitations of the Earth: As 'tis 
faid, that the Sea then divided S:cily from 


* Jtaly ; 


Hic loc avi quondam, & vaſta connulſa ruina, Firg. Ene- 


Diſtluiſſe ferunt : cum protinus utraque tellus, 
na foret b ( Flood, 
"Tis faid, thoſe places by tir orebearing 
Too Great and Violent to be withſtood, 
Split, and was thus from one another rent, 
Which were before one Solid Continent. 
| Cyprus 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book ill c 
Cyprus from'Suria, the Ifle of Negreponr, Þ ; 
from the firm Land of Beacia , and elſes 
where, united Lands that were ſeparate 
before, by filling up*the Channel betwixt 
them, with Sand and Mud ; 


Steriliſque din palus, aptaque remis | 
Vicinas urbes alit, & grave ſentit. aratrum, 7 


Where ſteril remigable Marſhes now 

Feed Neighb'ring Cities, and admit the 
|  ( Plough. 

But there is no great appearance, that this 

Iſle was this new World fo lately diſco» 


verd : for that almoſt toucht upon Spain, iſ 


and it were an incredible effedt of an In- 
undation , to have tumbled ſo prodigious 
a Maſs, above Twelve Hundred Leagues : 


' Beſides, thar our Modern Navigators have 


already almoſt diſcoverd it to be no 
Iſland, but firm Land, and Continent, 
with the Eaſt-Indies on the one ſide, and 
with the Lands under the two Poles on 
two others; or if it be ſeparate from them, 
*tis by ſo narrow a Streight, and ſo incon- 
ſiderable a Channel, that it never the more 
deſerves the Name of an Iſland for that. 


It ſhould ſeem, that in this great Body, 


there are two ſorts of Motions, the one 
Natural, and the other Febrifick, as there 
are in ours. When I conſider the: Impreſ- 


fon that our River of Dordoigue has made 
Ul 
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+ in my time, on the right Bank of its deſ- 
If cent, and that in Twenty Years it” has 
_ aid fo much, and undermin'd the Foun- 
_ Teowen of ſo many Houſes, I perceive it 
to be an extraordinary Agitation : for had 
it always follow'd this Courſe,or were here- 
after to do it, ' the proſpe&t of the Werld 
would be totally chang'd. Bur Rivers al- 
ter their Courſe, ſomerimes beating againſt 
the one ſide, and ſometimes the other, and 
© F ſometimes quietly keeping the Channel. I 
FF , d6 not ſpeak of ſudden Inundations , the 
: cauſes of which every Body underſtands. 
6 In Medoc, by the Sea-ſhore , the Szeur d? 
B&B Arſac my Brother, ſees an Eſtate, he had 
there, Buried under the Sands which the 
Sea Vomits before it : where the tops of 
ſome Houſes are yet to be ſeen, and where 
his Rents and Revenues are converted into 
pitiful Barren Paſturage. The Inhabitants 
of which place affirm, That of late Years 
the Sea has driven fo vehemently upon 
them , that they have loſt above Four 
Leagues of Land. Theſe Sands are her 
Harbingers. And we now fee great heaps 
of moving Sand, that march half a League 
before her. 
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The other Teſtimony from Antiquity,to - 


whith ſome would apply this diſcovery of 
the new World,is in Ari/forle ; at leaſt,if that 
little Book of unheard of Miracles be his. 
He there tells us, That certain Carthagimni- 
| | ans, 
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ans, having croſt the Aztlantick Sea with 
out the Streight of Gibralter, and Sailed x 
- very long time, diſcover'd at laſt, a great 
and fruitful Iſland, , all cover'd over with 
Wood, and Water'd with ſeveral broad 
and deep Rivers ; far remote from all firm 
Land, and that they, and others after them, 
allur'd by the gratitude and fertility of the 
Soil , went thither with their Wives and 
Children, and began to Plant a Colony ; 
But the Senate of Carthage viſibly pertei- 
ving their People by little and little, to 
grow thin, I'd out an expreſs Prohibiti- 
on, That no one, upon pain of Death, 
ſhould Tranſport themſelves thither ; and 
alſo drove out theſe new Inhabitants ; fear- 
ing, 'tis ſaid , leſt in-proceſs of time, they 
ſhould ſo multiply, as to ſupplant them 
themſelves, and Ruine their State : But 
this Relation of Ariſtotles, does no more 
agree with our new found Lands, than the 
other. . This Man that I have is a plain 
ignorant Fellow , and therefore the more 
likely to tell Truth : For your better bred 
fort of Men, are much more Curious in 
their Obſervation, *tis true, and diſcover a 
great deal more, but then they gloſs upon 
it, and to give the greater weight to what 
they deliver, and allure your Belief, they 
cannot forbear a little to alter the Story ; 
they never repreſent things to you ſimply 
as they are, but rather as they appear'd to 
| them, 


to you, and'to gain the reputation of Men 
of Judgment , and the -betteryto induce 
your Faith , are willing to help out the 
Buſineſs with ſomething more than is re- 
ally true, of their own Invention. Now 
in this Caſe, we ſhould either have a Man 
of Irreproachable Veracity ; or ſo Simple, 
that he has not wherewithal to Contrive , 
and t give a Colour of Truth to Falſe 
Relations, and that can have no Ends in 
Forging an Untruth. Such a one is mine; 
and beſides , the little ſuſpicion the Man 
lies under, he has divers times fthew'd me 
ſeveral Sea-men, and Merchants, that at 
the ſame time went the ſame Voyage. I 


ſhall therefore content my ſelf with his In- 


formation , without enquiring what the 
Coſmographers fay to the Buſineſs. We 
ſhould have Maps to trace out to us the 
particular places where they have been ; 
but for having had this advantage over us, 
to have ſeen the Holy Land, they would 
have the priviledg forſooth, to tell us Sto- 
ries of all the other parts of the World be- 
fides. I would have every one Write what 
he knows, and as much as he knows, but 
no more ; and that not in this only , but 
in all other Subjeas : For ſuch a Perfon 
may have ſome particular Knowledg and 


Experience of the nature of ſuch a River; - 


or ſuch a Fountain ; that as to other 
things, 
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them, Or As they would 'have them appear 


"466 Seiqueur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book bl 
. things, knows no more, than what every 
Body does, and' yet to keep a clutter with 
this little Pittance of his, will- undertake 
to Write the whole Body of Phyſicks : A 
Vice from whence great Inconveniences 
derive their Original. 
Now, to return to my SubjeR, I find; 
that there is nothing Barbarous and Sa- 
. vage in this Nation, by any thing that Þ 
ean gather, excepting, That every one 
gives the Title of Barbarity to every thing! 
that is not in uſe in his own Country : As 
j» G7, indeed we have no other level of Truth 
| S ” | and Reaſon, than the Example and Idea 0 
the Opinions and Cuſtoms of the place 
wherein we Live. There is always the 
true Religion , there the perfect Govyern-: 
ment, and the moſt exa& and-accompliſh'd 
GX IM. Ulance of all things. They are Savages at' 
the ſame rate, that we ſay Fruits are 
wild, which Nature produces of her ſelf, 
and by her own ordinary progrels ; where- 
a$ in wrath, we ought <= to call thoſe: 
wild, whoſe Natures we have chang'd b 
| our Artifice, and diverted from ogg 
y ,- mon.Order. In thoſe, the Genuine, moſt 
= uſeful and natural Vertues and Properties, 
are Vigorous and Spritely, which we have 
help'd to Degenerate im theſe, by accomo- 
dating them- to the pleaſure of our own 
« Corrupted Palate. And yet for all this, 
our 'Taſte confeſks a flavor and delicacy, 
| | excellent” 
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excellent even to Emulation of the beſt of 
ours, in ſeveral Fruits thoſe Countries a- 
bound with, without Art or Culture ; nei- 


ther is it reaſonable, that Art ſhould gain . 


the Preheminence of our great and pow- 
erful Mother Nature. We have fo expreſsd 
her with the additional Ornaments and 
Graces, we have added to the Beauty and 
Riches of her own Works, by our Inven- 
tions, that we have almoſt Smother'd and 
Choak'd her ; and yet in other places, 
where ſhe ſhines in her own purity, and 
proper luſtre, ſhe ſtrangely baffles and dif- 


graces all our vain and frivolous At- 


tempts. | 


Et weniunt hedete ſponte ſug melius, 
Surgit, & in ſolis formofior arbutus antris. 
Et wolucres nulla dulcius arte canunt. 


The Ivie beſt ſpontaneouſly does thrive, 
Th' Arbutus beſt in ſhady Caves does live, 
And Birds in their wild Notes,their Throats 
l ( do ſtreach, 
With greater Art, than Art it ſelf can 
( teach. 


\- Qur utmoſt endeayours cannot arrive at y 9 


ſo much as to imitate the Neſt of the leaſt 
of. Birds, 1ts Contexture, Quaintneſs and 
Convenience: Not ſo much as the Web 


of 2 Contemptibſe Spider. All things, fays «Cc De. 


Plato, are produc'y either by Nature , by 
Fortune, 


367 


Propert. l. 
I. Ele. 2. 


(OTTER) Go Gab * Mod ate thts, tat EM 4 . © be eg pets, (ON ey 4 
Ps ot LO PS, =; 00 WL. * Fr 7-8 4 LI De Es % LS tc oi Sell 4 a 3 SEE oe <F 24 © 1 FRY IOW 
4% ISLES, >. Ee ES Le NOT as Ent Fon JR eG - : » " i g © RPA 
* X > Wd) "5 Wet (hs 7 oat # "* 5, ve; Ng OF E : > Sly L F.- of n v % 4 % » "I 
35rd > IK 1 4 E- Ep i : 2 : 8 
3% e ; - j 4 £2 
" . — 4 s Me 
6 z Fey » #-- "Wo . ; , had b { rf : 4 
| tar1gne's ays ' 
; - 4 
a 


"MY 


#3 


TR 
Y ** 


# 
a? - 


Fortune, of by Art ; the __ and moſf 
beautiful by the one, or the other of the 
former , the leaſt and the moſt imperfeR 

« by the laſt. "Theſe Nations then: ſeem to 
me to'be ſo far Barbarous; as having re- 
ceiv'd but very little form and faſhion from 
Art and Humane Invention, and conſe 
quently, not mich remote from their Ori. 
ginal Sitnplicity. The Laws of Nature 

. however govern them ſtill, not as yet 
much vitiated with any mixture of ours: 
But in ſuch Purity, that I am ſometimes 
troubled we were no ſooner acquainted 
with theſe People, and that they were not 

diſcovered in thoſe better times, when 
there were Men much more able to judg 
of them, than we are. I am ſorry that 
Lycurgus and Plato had no knowledg, of 
them ; for to my apprehenſion, what we 
now ſee in thoſe Natives, does not only 
furpaſs all the Images with which the Po- 

ets have adorn'd the Golden Age, and all 
their Inventions in feigning a Happy Eſtate 
of Man ; | but moreover , the Fancy, and 
even the Wiſh and Deſire of Philoſophy it 


ſelf; ſo Native, and fo pure a Simplicity, 


as we by Experience fee to be in them, 
could neyer enter into their Imagination, 
nor could they ever believe that Humane 
Society could have been maintained with 
ſo little Artifice ; ſhould I tell Plato, that 
it is a Nation wherein there is no manner 
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of Traffick, no kriowledg of Letters, no 
ſcience of Numbers, no'game of Magi- 


ſtrate, nor Poligick Superiority ; no uſe of 
Service; Riches or Poverty, no Contrads,- . 


no Succeſſions, :nc Dividents, no Proprie- 
ties, no Employments, but thoſe of Lei-' 
ſure, no reſpe& of Kindred, but common, 
no Cloathing, no Agriculture, no Mettal, 
nouſe of Corn or Wine, and where {o 
much as the very: words that ſignifie, Ly- 


ing, Treachery, Diſlimulation, Avarice, 


Envy , Detraction and Pardon, were ne- 


ver heard of : How much would he find 


his Imaginary Republick ſhort of his Per- 
fetion ? 


Hos Natura modos primum dedit. 


Theſe were the Manners firſt by Nature 
| ( taught. 

As to the reſt, they Live in a Country, 
beautiful and pleaſant to Miracle, and ſo 
Temperate withal, as my intelligence in- 
forms me, that 'tis very rare to hear of a 


; ſick Perſon, and they moreover aſſure me, 


that they never ſaw any of the Natives, 
either Paralitick , Blear-eyed , Toothleſs, 
or Crooked with Age. The ſcituation of 
their Country 1s all along by the Sea- 
ſhore, and enclosd on the other ſide to- 
wards the Land, with great and high 
Mountains, having about a Hundred 
Leagues 
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Seignzur de Montaigne's Efays. Book Ul | 
Leagues in breadth between.. They tiave 
great ſtore of Fiſh and Fleſh, that have no 
reſemblance to thoſe of ours : which they 
Eat without any other Cookery, than plam 
Boiling, Roaſting, and Broiling. The firſt 
that carried a Horſe thither, though in & 
veral other Voyages he had contracted an 
acquaintance and familiarity with them, 
put them into ſo terrible a Fright , that 
they Kill'd him with their Arrows before 
they could come to diſcover who he was, 
Their Buildings are very long , and of ca- 
pacity to hold Two or Three Hundred 
People, made of the Barks of tall Trees, 
rear d with one end upon the ground, and 
leaning to, and ſupporting one another, 
at the top, like ſome of our Barns, of 
which, the Covering hangs down to the 
very ground, and ſerves for the fide Walls, 
They have Wood fo hard, that they cleave 
it into Swords, and make Grills of it to 
Broil their Meat. Their Beds are of Cot- 
ton, hung ſwinging in the Roof, like our 
geamens Hammocks, for every one one, 
for the Wives lie apart from their Huf- 
bands. They riſe with the Sun , and fo 
loon as they are up, Eat for all Day, for 
they have no more Meals but that : They 
do not then Drink, ( as S«idas reports of 
ſome other People of the Eaſt, that never 
Drinks at their Meals, ) but Drink very of- 
ten all Day after, and ſometimes to a rou- 
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ſing pitch, Their Drink is made of a cer- 
tain Root, and is of the Colonr of our 
Claret ; which they never Drink but 
Luke-warm. It will keep above two ar - 
three Days, ' has a quick 'Taſte, is nothing 
Heady, but very comfortable to the Sto- 
mach, looſning to Strangers, and a very 
pleaſant Beverage to ſuch as. are us'd to jt. 


| Fhey make uſe, inſtead of Bread, of a 


certain White Matter, like Coriander Com- 
fits ; I have taſted of it, the taſte is ſweet, 
and a little flat, All the whole Day is 
ſpent in Dancing. Their Young Men go 
4 Hunting after Wild Beaſts with Bows 
and Arrows, and one part of their Wo- 
men are employ'd in preparing their Drink 
the while , which is their chief Employ- 
ment. There are ſome of their Old Men, 
who in the Morning before they fall to 


Eating , Preach to the whole Fanuly , as - 


they walk to and again from the one end” 
of the Houſe to the.other, ſeveral times 
repeating the ſame Sentence, till they have 
finiſh'd their turn , ( for their Houſes are 
at leaſt a Hundred Yards long, ) Valour 
towards their Enemies, and Love towards 
their Wives, being the two heads of his 
Diſcourſe, never tailing in the cloſe, to 
put them in mind, that they have ſo much 
the greater obligation to it , becauſe they 
provide them their Drink warm, and well 


orderd, The faſhion of their Beds, Ropes, 
Bbz Swords, 


372 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Bookl 
Swords, and Wooden Bracelets , they tie 


about their Wriſts, when they go to Fight, 
and great Canes, boar'd hollow at one end, 
by the Sound of which they keep the Cz 
dance of their Dances, are to be ſeen in 
ſeveral places, and amongſt others, at my 
Houſe. They ſhave all their hairy parts, 
and much more neatly than we , without 
other Razor , than one of Wood, or of 
Stone. They believe the Immortality of 
the Soul, and that thoſe who have Merit- 
ed well of the Gods, are Lodg'd in that 
part of Heaven where the Sun riſes ; and 
the Accurſed in the Weſt. They have 1 
know not what kind of Prieſts, and Pro- 
phets, that very rarely preſent themſelves 
to the People , having their abode in the 
Mountains. At their arrival there is a 
great Feaſt, and folemn Aſſembly of ma- 
ny Villages made : that 1s, all the Neigh- 
bring Families, for every Houſe, as I have 
deſcribd it, makes a Village, and ate about 
a French League diſtant from one another, 
This Prophet declaims to them in publick, 
exhorting them to Vertue, and their Du- 
ty : But all their Ethicks are terminated 
in theſe two Articles, of Reſolution in 
War, and Afﬀection to their Wives. This 
alſo Propheſies to them Events to come, 
and the Iſſues they are to expect from their 
Enterprizes, prompts.them to, or diverts 
them from War : But let him look to't ; 


for 
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for if -he fail in his Divination, and any 
thing happen otherwiſe, than he has fore- 
told, he is cut into a thouſand pieces, if 
he be caught, and Condemn'd for a falſe 
Prophet ; . and for that reaſon, if any of 
them finds himſelf miſtaken, he is no more 
to be heard of. Divination is a gift of God, 
ut and therefore to abuſe it, ought to be a 
of Punithable Impoſture. Amongſt the Scy- 
of thians, where their Divizes Bild a the 
i promisd efftet, they were laid, Bound 
AW Hand and Foot, upon Carts loaden with 
10 Furs and Bavins, and drawn with Oxen, 
I on which they were Burnt to Death. Such 


us, with aſſurances of an extraordinary Fa- 
culty, beyond our underſtanding : ought 


they not to be Puniſhd , when they do 
not make good the effect of their Promiſe, 
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and for the temerity of their Impoſture 2 + 


They have continual War with the Nati- 
ons that Live further within the main 
Land, beyond their Mountains, to which 
they go Naked, and without other Arms, 
than their Bows, and Wooden-Swords, fa- 
 ſthion'dat one end like the head of a Jave- 
lin. The Obſtinacy of their Battels 1s 
wonderful, and never end without great et- 


Bbz3 fuſion - 


Weg ” 35; + Cy us Ka ic be 
He IR YM; / y ur E's 
_ v7” = 4 -x v4 2b” - ol 
> FEES en p. hn 8 > - T8 


| 374 KGeigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Ch 


wu GW wa ee. urls x og % , 5 © nk. £3. " me —_—_ . ——_ , " 
ENRW SG Was eto HRS RE SIRE AE Geri ao ly ulnt. oe betat a t ioe tt et hr tIR,; A Gree Ae Ra 
{ " . % Woabn Bite " » _—_ R_—__ 


fuſion of Blood : For as to running aw: 
they know not what it is. Every one for 
a Trophy brings home the head of an 


Door of his Houſe. After having” a = 
time treated their Priſoners very well, a 

given them all the Regalia's they can think 
of, he to whom the Priſoner belongs, in- 
vites a great Aſſembly of his Kindred, and 
Friends, who being come , he ties-4 
Rope to one of the Arms of the Pri- 


ſoner, of which, at a diſtance, out of 


his reach, he holds the one end himſelf, 
and gives to the Friend he Loves beft , the 
other Arm to hold after the ſame manner ; 
which being. done, they two in the pre- 
ſence of all the Aſſembly , diſpatch him 


with their Swords. After that, they Roaſt 


him, Eat him amongſt them, and fend 
ſome Chops to their abſent Friends, which 
nevertheleſs they do not do, as ſome think, 
for Nouriſhment, as the Scythzans ancient» 
Iy did , ' but as a repreſentation of an ex- 


tream Revenge ; as will appear by this, 


That having obſerv'd the Portugals, who 
were in League with their Enemies, to in- 
flict another ſort of Death upon any of 
them they took Priſoners ; Which was, to 
ſet them up to the Girdle in the Earth, to 
ſhoot at the remaining part till it was ſtuck 
full of Arrows, and then to hang them ; 
They that thought thoſe People of the other 

* World, 
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nemy he has Kill'd, which he fixes over the M 
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vay World, (as. thoſe who had ſown the know- 
> forfledg of a great many Vices amongſt their 
EflNeighbours, and who were much greater 
the Maſters in all forts of Miſchief than they,) 
did not exerciſe this ſort of Revenge with- 
out Myſtery, and that it muſt needs be 
more painful than- theirs ; and ſo began to 
leave-their old way, and to follow this. 
nd MW 1 am not forry that we ſhould here take 
;- a notice of the Barbarous Horrour of fo 
ris WW Cruel an Action, bur that ſeeing fo clearly 
of @ into their faults, we ſhould be fo blind in 
1, our own : For I conceive, there is more 
e I Barbarity in Eating a Man Alive, than 
| when he is Dead; in tearing a Body Limb 
>. & from Limb, by Wracks and Torments, 
1 i that is yet in perfect Senſe, in Roaſting it 
- & by degrees, cauſing it to be bit and worrt- 
| 


ed by Dogs and Swine, ( as we have not 
only read, but lately feen ; not among(t 
inveterate and mortal Enemies, but Neigh- 
bours, and fellow Citizens, and which is 
worſe, under colour of Piety and Religi- 
en, ) than to Roaſt, and Eat him after he 
is Dead. Chry/rppus, and Zeno, the Two 
Heads of the Stoical Set, were of Opi- 
nion, That there was no hurt in making 
ufe of our Dead Carcaſles, in what kind 
ſoever, for our neceffity, and in feeding : 
upon them too; as our Anceſtors , "who 
being Befieged by Ceſar in the City Alexia, 
* refolv'd to fuſtain the Famine of rhe Siege 
= Bb 4 with 


. 
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with the Bodies of their Old Men, Wome 


and other Perſons, who were incapable offi mc 
bearing Arms. CO' 
| Bu 
Vaſcones ( fama eft ) alimentis talibus uf, wh 
Proeluxere animas. C9 
| | ( the y' 
"Tis faid, the Gaſcons with ſuch Meats ail + 


In time of Siege their Hunger did appeafe, 


. And the Phyſicians make no Bones of 
employing it to all ſorts of uſe , that is, 
either to apply it outwardly, or to give it 
inwardly for the health of the Patient : 


Go but there never was any Opinion fo irre 


gular, as to excuſe Treachery, Diſloyalty, 
Tyranny and Cruelty, which are our fa- 
miliar Vices. We may then call theſe 
People Barbarous, in reſpect to the Rules 
of Reaſon : but not in reſpe& to our 
ſelves ; who in all ſorts of Barbarity ex- 
, ceed them. Their Wars are throughout 
Noble and Generous, and carry as much 
Excuſe and fair Pretence, as their Humane 
Diſeaſe is capable of ; having with them 
no other foundation, than the ſole Jealou- 
fie of Vertue. Their Diſputes are not for 
the Conqueſt of new Lands , thoſe they 
already poſſeſs, being fo fruitful by Na- 
ture, as to ſupply them without Labour 
or Concern, with all things neceſſary, in 
ſuch abundance, that they have no need 

T to 
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to! enlarge their Borders. And they are 
moreover happy in this , that they only 
covet ſo much as their natural neceſſities 
require : all beyond that, is ſuperfluous to 
them: Men of the fame Age generally 
call one another Brothers, thoſe who are 
younger, Sons and Daughters, and the old 
all «Men 'are Fathers to all. Theſe leave to 
ate W their Heirs in common this full poſſeſſion 

of Goods, without any manner of Diviſi- 
off on, or other Title, than what Nature be- 


Pry a 


is ſtows upon her Creatures, in bringing . 


it them into the World. If their Neigbours 
t:W paſs over the Mountains, and come to 
e WM aſfault them, and obtain a Victory, all the 
Vidtors gain by it is Glory only, and the 
advantage of having prov'd themſelves the 
better in Valour and Vertuc : for they ne- 
ver meddle with the Goods of the Con- 
querd, but preſently return into their own 
Country, where they have no want of any 
thing neceſſary ; nor of this greateſt: of 
all Goods, to know happily how to enjoy 
their Condition, and to be Content. - And 
theſe in turn do the ſame. They demand 
of their Prifoners no other Ranſome,. than 
acknowledgment that they are overcome : 
but there is not one found in an Age, who 
will not rather chooſe tg Die, than make 
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ſuch a Confeſſion, or either by Word orLook, | 


recede from the entire Grandeur of an 1n- 


vincible Courage. There is not a Man a- 
, moneg(t 
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mougſt them , who had not rather by 
Kilfd and Eaten, than ſo much as to open 
his Mouth to entreat he may not.. They 
uſe them with all Liberality and Freedom; 
to the end their Lives may be ſo much ths 
dearer to them ; but frequently entertain 
them withal with Menaces of their aps 
proaching Death, of the Torments they 


are to ſuffer, of the preparations are ma- 
kipg in order to it, of the mangling theiy 


Limbs, and of the Feaſt is to be made, 
where their Carcaſſes is to be the only 
Diſh. All which they do, to no othey 

- end, but only to extort ſome gentle or 
fubmifſive word from them, or to Fright 

. them ſo as to make them run away; to 
- obtain this advantage, that they were ter 
rified , and that their Conſtancy was ſha- 
ken; andindeed, if rightly taken, it is in 
this point only, that a true Victory does 
conſiſt, | 


Clad. in —— Vittoria nulla eft, ( hoftes. 
Panegir. Quam que confeſſos animo quoque ſubjugat 


£436: | No Vidtory can be entire, and true ; 
| But what does Minds, as well as Limbs 
( ſubdue, 
The Hungarians.a very Warlike People, 
never pretended further than to reduce the 
Enemy to their Diſcretion ; for having 
forc'd this Confeſſion from them, wy ler 
em 
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A them g0 without Injury, or Ranſome, ex- 
cepting, at the moſt, to make them en- 

gage their word , never to bear Arms a- 

ginſt them again. We have ſeveral ad- 

vantages over our Enemies that are bor 

rowed, and not truly our own ; *tis the 

quality of a Porter, and no effe@t of Ver- 

tue, to have ſtronger Arms and' Legs, *tis 

a Dead and Corporeal quality to be Active, 

'tis an Exploit of Fortune to make our E- 

nemy ſtumble, or to dazle him with the 

light of the Sun ; tis a trick of Science 

and Art, and that may happen in a mean 

baſe Fellow, to be a good Fencer. The | Jean" 

Eſtimate and Valour of a Man conſiſt in 

'the Heart, and in the Will, there his true F 

Honour Lives. Valour is Stability, not | ve) 

of Legs, and Arms, bpt of the Courage, 

and the Soul; it does not lie in the Va- 

loyr of our Horſe, or our Arms : but in 

our own. He that falls obſtinate 1n his 

Courage. Sz ſucciderit de genu pugnat. If Smeca 

his Tegs fail him, Fight upon his Knees. He 

who for any'danger of apparent Death , 

abates nothing of his aſſurance, who Dy- 

ing, does yet dart at his Enemy a fierce 

and difdainſul Look, is overcome not by 

us, but by Fortune, he is Kill'd, not Con- 

quer'd ; the moſt Valiant, and ſometimes 

the moſt Unfortunate. There are alſo De- | y69//.: 

feats Traamphant to Emulation of Victo- 

ries. Neitherdurſt thoſe Four Siſter-Victo- 


ries, 
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ries, the faireſt the Sun ever beheld, of $f 
lamis, Platea, Mycall and Sycyly, ever op- 
poſe all their united Glories, to the ſingke 
Glory of the Diſcomfiture of King Leonj 
das, and his Army, at the Paſs of 7herms 
pyle. Whoever ran with a- more glorious 
Defire, and greater Ambition, to the win- 
ning, than the Captain /ſcholas to the cer 
tain .loſs of a Battel. Who could have 
found out a more ſubtle Invention to {- 
cure his ſafety, than he did to aſſure his 
Ruine : He was ſet to defend a certain 
Paſs of Peloponeſus againſt the Arcadians, 
which, conſidering the nature of the place, 
and the inequality of Forces, finding it ut- 
terly impoſſible for him to do , and con- 
cluding, thatall who were preſented to the 
Enemy , muſt certainly be left upon the 
place ; and*on-the other fide, reputing it 
unworthy of his own Vertue; and Mag- 
nanimity, and of the Lacedemonian name 
to fail in any part of his Duty, he choſe a 
mean betwixt theſe two Extreams, after 
this manner ; The Youngeſt and moſt 
Active of his Men, he would preſerve for 
the Service and Defence of their Country, 
and therefore ſent them back ; and with 
the reſt, whoſe loſs would be of leſs con- 
ſideration, he reſolvd to make good the 
Paſs, and with the death of them, to make 
the Enemy Buy their Entry as dear as poſ- 
ſibly he could : as it alſo fell out, for be- 


ng 
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Ming preſently Environd onall ſides by the 
xl Arcadians , after having made a great 
nol Slaughter of the Enemy, he, and his, were 
all cut in pieces. Is there any Trophy de- 
dicated to the Conquerours, which is not 
much -more due to theſe who were over- 
in- come. The part that true Conquering is 
er} to play, lies in the Encounter, not in the 
veſ8 coming off; and the Honour of Vertue 
fe conſiſts in Fighting, not in Subduing. 
Us But to.return to my Story, theſe Priſo- 
ners are ſo far from diſcovering the leaſt 
s, W Weakneſs, for all the Terrors can be repre- 
& MW ſented to them, that, on the contrary, du- 
t-W ring the two or three Months, that they 
-& are kept, they always appear with a chear- 
«& ful Countenance ; importune their Ma- 
MW fters to make haſte to bring them to the 
+W Teſt, Defie, Rail at them, and Reproach 
them with Cowardize, and the number of 
Battels. they have loſt againſt thoſe of 
their Country. I have a Song made by 
one of theſe Priſoners, wherein he bids 
them come all, and Dine upon him, and wel- 
come, for they ſhall withal Eat their own Fa- 
thers, and Grandfathers, whoſe Fleſh has 
ſerv'd to feed and nouriſh him. Theſe Muſ- 
cles, ſays he, this Fleſh, and theſe Veins, 
are your own : Poor filly Souls as you are, 
you little think that the ſubſtance of your An- 
ceſtors Limbs is here yet : but mind as you 
Eat, and you will find in it the Talte of your 
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ewn Fleſh; Tn which Song there is to hy 
obſerv'd an Invention that does no Ting 
reliſh of the Barbartan. Thoſe that paint 
theſe People Dying after this manner, r6- 
preſent the Priſoner ſpittzng in the faces of 
his Executioners, and making at them xz 
wry Mouth. And 'tis moſt certain, that 
to the very laſt gaſp, they never ceaſe to 
Brave and Defie them both in Word and 
Geſture. In plain truth , theſe Men are 
very Savage in compariſon of us, ' and of 
neceſſity, they muſt either be abſolutely 
ſo, or clſe we are Savager ; for there is 4 
vaſt difterence betwixt their Manners, and 
Ours. 


B EX | The Men there have ſeveral Wiyes, and 


«LEI __— 


ſo nnuch the greater number, by how nach 


they have the greater Reputation and Va- 
yloar, and it is one very remarkable Vertue 


irh, #7 )eheir Women have, that the ſame Endea- 


vour our Wives have to hinder and divert 
us from the Friendſhip and Familiarity of 
other Women , thoſe employ to promote 
their Husbands Deſires, and to procure 
them many Spoules ; for being above all 
things ſollicitous of their Husbands Ho- 
nour, 'tis their chiefeſt care to ſeek out, 
and to bring in the moſt Companions they 
can, foraſmuch as it is a Teſtimony of 
their Husbands Vertue. I know moſt of 
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Matrimos- | 


Matrimonical Vertue ; though - of the 
higheſt form. In the _ , Sarah, Leah 
and Rachel, gave the moſt Beautiful of their 


Is f 


Maids to their Husbands, Lvia preferred 
the Paſſion of Auzu/tus to her own inte- 
reſt, and, the Wife of King Dejotarus of 
Stratonica , did not only give up a fair 
young Maid, that ferv'd her , to her Huf- 
bands Embraces , but moreover carefully 


brought up the Children he had by her, 
and aſſiſted them in the Succeſſion to their 


ſuppos'd, that all this is done by a ſimple 
and ſervile Obſervation to their common 
Practice , br by any Authoritative Im- 
|W prefiion of their Ancient Cuſtom , with- 
WF out Judgment, or Examination ; and for 
'& having a Soul fo ſtupid , that it cannot 
contrive what elſe to do, I muſt here give 
you ſome touches of their ſufficiency, in 
point of Underſtanding ; beſides. what I 
repeated to you before, which was one of 
their Songs of War, I have another, and a 
Love-Song , that begins thus ; Stay 
Adder ſtay, that by thy Pattern my 
Siſter may draw the Faſhion, and work of a 
Noble Wreath, that I may preſent to my Be- 
loved, by which means thy Beauty, and the 
excellent Order of thy Scales ſhall for ever 
be preferrd before all other Serpents. 
Wherein the firſt Couplet , Stay Adder , 
Sc. makes the Burthen of the Song. Now 


I have 


Fathers Crown. And that it may not be * 
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F' have converft enough with Poetry tl # 
judg thus much : that not only, theres 
nothing of Barbarous in this Invention; 
But moreover, that it is perfealy Anacn 
ontick * to which their Language is ſoft, 
of a pleaſing Accent, and ſomething boy 
dering upon the Greek Terminationg 

Fee" Three of theſe People, not foreſeeing how 
dear their knowledg of the Corruptions of 
this part of the World, would one Day 
coſt their Happineſs and Repoſe, and that 
the effet of this Commerce would be 
their Ruine , as I prefuppoſe it is in a 
very fair way , ( Miſerable Men to ſuffer 
themſelves to be deluded with deſire of 
Novelty, and to have leit the Serenity of 
their own Heaven, to come 1o far to gaze 
at ours, ) came to Roaye, at the time that MW 
the late King Charles the Ninth was there: iW 
where the King himſelf talk'd to them a 
good while, and they were made to ſee our 
Faſhions, our Pomp , and the form of a 
great City ; after which, ſome one ask'd 
their opinion, and would know of them, 
what of all the things they had ſeen, they 
found moſt to be admired 2 To which they 
made Anſwer, Three things , of which [ 
have forgot the Third, and am troubled 
at it ; but Two I yet.remember. They 

n 49) faid, that inthe firſt place they thought it 

very ſtrange, that ſo many tall Men wear- 

10g Beards, ſtrong, and well Arm'd, who 
| were 


7 'Clap4o- enter 4 Mantoinn's rs 


about .the King, (tis like they meant 
[5.0 Be Gopr 2 fhowld ers 


E 

5s a.\ 7 and. thay 

aſe, ,,out, one. amon fl $663 - 
WER Secondly, a 

of ſpeaking.in, their Language , to ,call 
Mea the half of one Ki iy that.. 

d Obfery'g;: that there, were among[l.us, 
en full, and cramm'd with all manner of 
Conveniences, whilft in the mean time, 
their halves were Begging at their Doors, 
Lean, .and. 2 ſtarvd with Hunger and 
Poverty ; and thought it ſtrange, that theſe 
Neceſſitous haly es, were able to ſuffer ſo 
great an Inequality and Injuſtice, and _ 


they. did not take the others b 


' Throats ; "or fet Fire to their Houſe me . 


ralk'd to ons of them a great while roge- 
ther , but I had ſo ill an Interpreter, and 
that was ſo perplex'd. by. his own | nr 
rance, to apprehend my meaning , 

could. get nothing out: of him, ot any mo- 
ment ;| Asking him , what advantage he 
xeapt from the Superiority he had amongſt 
his own.People ? ( for he was a Captain, 
and our. 'Marriners call'd him King, )-.he 
told me, ..to; March in the Head of them 
to War.; and demanding of him further, 


how many Men he had to follow him: 2 
He hew/t ale a ſpace of Ground, to ſigni- 


fie, as many as, coodld March in fuch.a 


compals ; which might be Four or. Five 


Cc Thouſand 


they havea, way 


"wi 
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| his eaſe. All this does not ſound very ill 


vi & Hings unkno'wn, are the Principal | 
| and true ſubject of Impoſture, tor- 2 
_ aſmiuch as in the firſt place, their very lf x; 


js as 3 wo Book I 
Thouſand Men ; and putting the queſtiag 

to him, whether or no his Authority & 
pird with the War > He told me this n; 
main'd ; that when he went to Viſit the 
Village of his dependance , they _ 
him Paths through the thick © 

Woods , through which he might paſs a 


and the laſt was not much amiſs ; for 
they wear no Breeches. 


4 | —_ 
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CHAP. XXXL 
That .a Man is ſoberly to judg : 


Divine Ordinances. 


Strangeneſs lends them Credit, and more- Ill « 
over, by not being fubjected to our ordi- ſl + 
nary Diſcourſe , they deprive us of the lh « 
means to queſtion, and difpute them. For iſ « 
which reaſon, fays Plato, it is much more ll , 
eakic to fatisfie the hearers, when Tpeak- 

ing of the Nature of the Gods , than of | 
the Nature of Men, becauſe the Ignorance 


. of the Auditory affords a fair and large 


Career , , and all Manner of Liberty , 's 
the 


, Chipi3r. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. 
Fthe” handling © of profane and abſtruce 
ings; and then it comes to paſs, that 


ro othing is firmly believed, 2s what we 
caſt kriow ; nor any People fo confident, 
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Was thoſe who entertain_us. with Fabuloug - 


Stories, fuch as your Alchymiſte, Judicial 
Aſtrofogers, Fortune=tellets, _and Phyfici- 
ans; 14 genus omne ; to which I could wils 
lingly, if I durſt, join a fort of People , 


that take upon them to Interpret and Con- 


troul the Deſigns of God himſelf, making” 
no queſtion of finding ont the cauſe of 
every Accident, and to pry into the ſe- 
crets of the Divine Will, there to diſcover 
the Incomprehenſible Motives of his 
Works. And although the variety, and 
the continual diſcordance of Events, throw 
them from Corner to Corner, and toſs 
them from Eaſt to Weſt , yet do they {till 
perſiſt ih their vain Inquiſition, and with 
the fame Pencil to Paint Black and White." 
In a. Nation of the [dies , there is this 
commendable Cuſtom , that when any 
thing befalls them amiſs in any Rencoun- 
ter or Battel , they Publickly ask Pardom 
of the Sun, who is their God, as having 
committed an unjuſt Action, always um- 
puting their Good or Evil Fortune to the 

vine Juſtice , and to that, ſubmitting 
their own Judgment and Reaſon. "Tis e- 
nough for a Chriſtian to believe, that all 
things come from God , to receive them 
Fear. Cc2z with 
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1 Le fear'd.,,.leſt when they fail of Sueceſy 
they ſhould alſo ſtagger in their Faith + Ag 
ia the War, wherein we are.now Engag:d; 
ypon the: account of 'Religion., thoſe why 
had the hetter, in, the Butinels' of Rechelq 
beille ; making great, Brags, of that fuc- 
ceſs, as an-infallible- approbation -of* their 
Cauſe , when they came, afterwards | to; 
excuſe their Misfortunes of Farnac-,, and: 
Moncontour., - twas by. ſaying, - they-were) 
Fatherly- Scourges and Corrections. ;;,.if, 
they have not a Peqple wwholely: at theit: 
Mercy , they-make it manifeſtly- enqugh: 
to appear, What it 15:to take two. forts; of 
Griſt out,of the ſame Sack, and with the 
fame Mouth to: blow Hot, and Cold. -It 
were-betrer to, poſſeſs the Vulgar with the 
ſoli& and.;.xeal Foundations - of, ,Eruth, 
"'X'was 2; brave. Naval-Battel that was gain 
a: few Months ſince-, againſt the Toft 
| under 
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g mder'the Command of 'Po#Fobn otr7 46. | 
I 62); 'butit has alſo. pleasd:God at brirer * 


to: reduce Divine: things to'our Ballanre; 
r ;and loſmg's great deaÞof 
t: And who. woutd' take upon 
kim'to\ give a'reaſon ,” that: aus, and hid 
e:Leo, '-the principal Heads of the" 43 
wy Herefie, (ſhould Die at ſeveral times 
of ſo:like and ftrange Deaths,” ('for-being, * 
withdrawn from'the Diſputation', bythe 
1 in the Guts , bn both of them 
nly. gave - up the Ghoſt: upon rhe 
Stool, ) and would aggravate this Divins 
Vengeance by the Circumſtance of the 
places might 85 well-add-the-Death of 
Heliogabalus,who was alſo Slain in a Houſe 
of Office. Bbt What? 7en&ug-WA3 involv'd 
in the ſame F ortune ; God being pleas'd to 
the | 6 ſomethi 


| pe-for ; icked ſome- 
thing _ to fear.” en ho PN: rtunes, or 
Misfortunes, of this World : He manages 
2hd applies them, according td His own ;Y 
eret Will and Pleafute, ind deprives us 
themears, fooliſhly: to make-our own pro4 
fie/': And thoſe: People botts:abuſe thehw 
ſelves; and us; ' who will pretend to dive 
mrs: theſe Myſteries by the ſtrength of 
Hurpitte! Redſon.”:- They -hever give one 


hit, that they do not receive two for it's 
& 


Cc3 ot 


times ro-let us ſee'as greatiVidtories at out | 
own Expencs. cIn-fine;” 'tew hard 'mattet | 
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of which, St. Auguſtine gives a very great 


nzdg;\ proof upon his Adverſaries. 'Tis a Cop 


fit, rhat is more decided by ſtrength'«fff - 
emory, than-the force of Reaſon. -Wef -* 
are to content our ſelves with the Light 
pleaſes the Sun to communicate to us, by 
Vertue of his Rays, and who will lift uy 
his Eyes to take in a greater, let himaat} * 
think it ſtrange, if for the reward of his 1 
Fezie. preſumption, he there laſe his ſight. Qu © 
c Y 9” hominum pateſt ſcire conſilium Det 2 aut qui 
£ (cls poterit cogitare, quid velit; Dominus 2 Why 4 


among/t Men can know the. Council f God? 
or who can think. what the Will of the Lord 
2s ? a | ; |; IM 
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CHAP. XXXIL ©" 
* 


That we areto guoid Pleaſures, even 
| at the expence of Life. 


26 Gy | had long ago Obſerv'd moſt of the Os 
2 pinions of the Ancients to concur in 
this, That it is happy to Die, when there 
is more 1ll than —— in Living, and that 
to; preſerve Life to our own Torment and 
Inconvenience , 1s "contrary to the: very 

+ Rules of Nature , as theſe old Laws in- 
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Cop 
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Whom Life does Perſecute with reſtleſs: 


Happy is Deathy whenever it ſhall come 
To him, to whom to Live. 1s troubleſome, 


'® 


he .- | | ( Spite: 

24s 8 May Honourably bid the wow good | 
8 - _ Night. 

by And infinitely, better 'tis to Die, | 

{a8 Than to prolong a Life of Miſery. 

Ay. | 

-- | - But to puſh this Contempt of Death fo/ 

#8 far, as to employ it to the removing our 

:- | felves from the danger of Coveting Ho- 


- nours, Riches,, Dignities, - and other Fa- 
,& vours, and Goods, as we call them, of 
Fortune, as if Reaſon were not ſufficient 
| # to perſwade us to avoid them, without 
| adding this new Injuaction,. I had never. 
en it either Enjoin'd , or Practic'd , till 
is paſſage of Sexeca fell into my hands-; 
who, adviſing . Lucilius ,, a Man of great 
Power and Authority about the Emperour, 
to. alter his . Voluptuous and Magnificent 
way of Living, and to retire himſelf from 
this Workly Yanuy and Ambition,to ſome 
Solitary, Quiet and Philoſophical Life, and 
the other alledging ſome Difliculties. Iam 
of Opinion, fays he, either that thou leave 
| | Ces | that 


I» gba Dana: x67 Boat 


| adviſe thee to theigeftite way, "and"to 


_——— 


more ſtrange, for being borrowed from E- 


- the like oottifion” to [danenins; And't 


x) 26 (324 


| worthy Fortyne* for 'her;'" 


that Life, or Life it ſelf ; I. would indeed : 


rather than to break, the” Knor thou hit 
undiſcreetly Kitt, provided, "that if it be 
not otherwiſe to be untid, then reſolutely 
break it.) "Thais ns Man fogrbar Com 
ard; that had mot'rether onee'falf, © 
bealvays falling; IT thould- hive found 
this Counſel conformable enough to the, 
Yroical. Rovghaeſs i | Buy it appears "the 


picurus, whoiwrites the ſame thing u uporſ 
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think I have Obſerv'd ſomething like it, 
byt with Chriſtian' Moderation, i amongſt 
our: own People.'! St.:Z7ary ,* Biſhop p of 
Poitiers, that/famous Enemy of 'the "Ari 
a+ Herefie, being in Syria, hid! ftellipencs 
thither ſent hitn, that A#+4" his -only 
Daughter, whom he Teff' at _ unde 
th&Eve and Puitibn of her Mothe - of as 


ogg: in- PE Cnet the rms 
htry , as\be 


Vetwoiſly broiightup, ty Ris do 
the 'Flower 'of her Ape: \whereur 


writ to. her, Cas it- appears'u n Re wh 
cur he hy d-remove her'Aﬀettion from 
ures and Advantages * wi were 
Hope unto her; fo 3 for e had in his' Tra-, 
vels foundeutis'much + w 
# Hughand 6 


myFn greater: Power and: ht emmy: ++ 
tnar 
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cl that would preſent her with Robes , and 
Jewels of 11 


tite, Yorldly. Delights to join 
her her wholely to God : But _ 3ut the neareſt _ 


Vaud , # A 
of the Almi - ;that - woul 
= her'ur of thi: *Y 
*rake Her. t Ton 4 $5 actotdinolw i 
11s; for foor er Dr 
, At x cp M-þ Rr 


ei ir rafeiutho 


© whith they only take 
ides.ft Was towardshis Glly any | 
gg -not omit'theltter'enc of Þc 29s) x) 
1 .thouph it be front {purpoſes 
| Para Wife having underſtood from 

im, .How the Death of their Dauglire 
as brought abour, by his d&fires'and'de- 
Fr and how much ha happier” the was, or 
| be remov'd but of this World, than to have 
fiy'd in it: Conceiv'd fo' Lively an WAP 
ehention. bf the Eternal 4hd Heavehl: 


airude, tht the Bego'd of her Husbar 
with the RT Tos ortunity, to do' 1s 
rittch for her; and God,” at their joirit Res 
queſt, ſhortly after calling her to hitn, © k 
was a Death embrac 'd on bathrfides, "wit 
fiogylar Conmrent, * 
CH A P. 
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CHAP. XXXIIL 5 


That Fortunes oftentimes OIferved 
to AR: by. the Rule ef. Reaſon. * 


i *He Inconſtancy, and. various Moi 
3, ons- of Fortune , may, reaſonably 

make us expedt,. the | preſent us with. 

all forts of Faces: Can pr fp be by 4 mors 

>. Boks. At of Juſtice , ? The 

7. ia of #4 of £ Mayor's > Weran pre - 
; Cardinal of Gornette , With 

Pope Eyyſon Aras Cardinal the. Sixth, his Fa a: 


T, NE inkel were to go to Supper 
he e of 


in-the Vatican, : he ſent before a Þ 
Wd Wine, and withal, ſtrict Order 
to.;the Butler, to eep it very ſafe. The 


| "come. before his Son, and cal- 
ng for .the Butler ſuppoſing th this 
Wine had not been fo ſtrictly SFLOmNen . 


be to his Care, but only ned the prooogk, 
| its Excellency, preſen af yp Ra y to 


the Pope, and. the 
in tly after, and bens conflnt they 


not meddled with his Bottl e wakall 
his Cup : fo that the Father Di 
Giafely upon the place, and the Soo, alins after 
Dok been long tormented with *D 
ne 
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wo we hn 3 ©2506 
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- was hremrrh to another, ah 4 e 
Forrune: Sometimes ſhe ſeerns-40 play uP- * 

00S, pon the nick of an Afﬀair: Mon- 
fieur A Eftree at that time: Guidon to Mons 
ficur hs he and.'Monſieur' de" Lir wLIPY 
ques: Licwtenanr to the: Company of the 


Hake of > Joly a” ine Eo prctenders to 
ough 


Siſter, - 
o "ſevera — 4 cole it; -_" falls out. 2- 
Sgt Frotitier Neighbours, rs,-): the Sigur 
de Liques carried-her 3+ but on 'the ſame 

| Married , and which ' was 
ore: he went +0 Bed £0 his Wiſe, 
ing'a mind to break 2 


tho Sieur a Eſtree proving/the- ſtronger, 
took him” 'Priforier,, and the more to-illu- 
firare by: YHIOEY » the ajone her ſelf was 


ſain. 
Conjugis ante alfa novt anittere collam, « Eats 
. (Quan veniens uway argue altera rurſus hyems« 
Nous in lovgs rvidum faturalſet an—_ 
Of her fair Arms ,' the Amorous os ” 
Which clung fo faſt to her new Spouſes 

( Neck, 


Ee of twoWinters many 2 friendly Night, 
Had fated her Loves greedy Appetite | 


to requeſt him of Courteſie, to deliver pp 


* Heribhbrobeartconteviogy & 
the Gentlemen” bfiFraxce never :denyi 
anything #6 Ladies Dock the! not Jeon | 
. t9V6a4n) Artiſt here'? ' Confantiie" the Sort 
| of Fellow," /-\fourſded: the "Empire of Cont 
7 "a6 many Ages ater; | Conf 
efd to i] 
mes ſhe* 1s * whate our 
AErdgſl pi roi wid -ehar*Kinr Clous 


Per eileſmie; the Walls fol down' 
DivineFavour:+- And 

BoWhet has it! Pn ſome Abthor;ttat Ki 

Ribe/t having far down beta Cly, an 
flole awty from the! 

Keep" the Fealt VF: Stv.4ipna at - han wy 


| ellew put'y 


WW in Devotior,! at'a ctttain place 'of 


the Mk, the Walls of the: bele ec] CH 
_ ty \wittiour any manner'of!'Vi 
down! with'a fadder-Ruinev!Bat- he 4 
quite contrary in our Milan War ; for 
Captain Reyſe laying Seige to the City Pe. 
. 2rona; and having: carried 'a Mine-under a 
| gieat pare ofthis Wall', the: Mine bein 
ſprung; the Wall was lifted from its: que 
batdropt down again nevertheleſs, whole 
Mid entire, and fo exactly upd its four? 
dation, chat the Bcſieped ſufferd no Incon! 
, Venience by that Attempt. Sometimes ſhe 


r, plays'the Phyſician, os oy 


_ 


y giver over bythe Phyſiciang, - 'reaſon 


a deiperate Impoſthumation in his Br 


KiYing a mindto'rid hiniſelf of bis Pain, 
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ume brake,” -and-/he was perfetly 
_ Did-ſthe not alo-excel p 


the, Painteri 54 þ 57-* 
Protogenes in his Art 2 _—_—— : ) 
niih d-the Pidure of a: Dog-quite turd; 


and ous-of: breath,  in..all-the other perts 


axcellently well to his own liking, .but:nat 
being able to expreſs, as: he would. ;: the 


ſhyer-and foam that ſhould come out. of 


his Mouth, : vext, -and angry at his-work, 


he took-his Spunge,; which: by cleaning 
- 4 N Nas. unbib'd iſeveral _ ao 
ours, and threw itn 2: Bge agUnM the, 
> —— an hy ona deface 
it; when//Fortyne guid! punge to 
hit: juſt _ the Mouth of: the Dog, it 
there perform'd:- what all'his Art was: nat 
able to do... Daes ſhenot fometimes direct 
our Counſels,” and-correq them? -//ah 


— 


Queen of England, being to Sail fram Ze» 
land into her i Kingdom ; Wihanir-' 


my, in favour of her Son , againſb her 
Husband, had been loſt, had ſhe came in- 
ta the Port The intended, being there laid 
wait for by the Enemy ; but Fortune, a+ 
gainſt her: will, threw her into-another 
Haven, where: the Landed in ſafety. And 
he. who throwing 2 a Dog, hit 


aPaypl, 
up 41 apr ho 


Toy ed quite through the Body, that 
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.-- Fortuhe does better aim than we. 


+ Fortune has. rhore Judgment than we; 
Teeres had' contracted: with two'Souldiers' 
to Kill 7:mroleon, at Adranor in Sicily. Theſe! 
Vilkins' took their time to do it, 'when he. 
was aſliſting at #'Sacrifice, . who thruſting 
into'the Crowd, as they were . making 
ſigns to one another, that now-was a fre: 
time'to'do their:buſineſs, in ſteps a third,' 
who with a Sword takes one of them full 
drive'over the Pate, : lays him dead''upon 
the place, and'4way he runs. - Which the 
other 'feeing, and; concluding himſelf dif- 
coverd; and loſt, © he runs to'the: Altar,” 
and begs for Mercy, ' promiſing to difeover - 
the whole trath', which as he was doing, 
and- laying open the whole Confpiracy, 
behold the third'/Man, who being Appre- 
hended; was, as a Murtherer thruſt and 
hald” by the- People through the Preaſe, 
towards 7:moleon, and other the moſt Emi- 
nent Perſons of the Aſſembly', before 
whom' being. brought', ' he Crys out for 
Pardon, . pleading, that he had juſtly Slairt 
tis Fathers Murtherer; which he alſo pro» 
ving upon the'place, 'by ſufficient gr 4 
: ES, 


oo! 
is. 


Sicily. This Fortune in her ConduR, fſur- | x) 
raſſes all the Rules of Humane Prudence. 
But, to conclude, 1s there not a dire&t Ap- 
plication, of her Favour, Bounty and Pie- 

, manifeſtly diſcover'd in this Adion ? : 
Ignatius the Father, and -Jgnatius the Son, * & - #29: 
being proſcribd by the Triumviry of Rome, © 
refolv'd upon this generous At of mutu- © 
al kindneſs, to fall by the hands of one 
another, and by that means, to fruſtrate -- 
and defeat the Cruelty of the Tyrants ; 
and accordingly, with their Swords drawn, 
rantfu ve upon one another , where 
Fortune fo guided the points, that the: 

ide two equally Mortal Wounds, afford- 


' ing withal ſo much Honour to fo brave a 
F Ln hip, as to leave them juſt ſtrength 
onph to draw out their Bloody Swords, 
that they might have liberty to embrace 
one another in this Dying Condition, with 
fo cloſe and hearty an Embrace ,. that the 
Executioners cut off both their Heads at 
once, leaving -the Bodies till faſt link'd 
PATIO TIEN together 
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-GHAP. XXNLY,. © | 
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ooh, ne Defedt i In one OR a. | 


K vs Y. ;Facher, pn k 


eace-only.,..and his. own; Natura 


Was pefFaapeles of a,yery clear Judgmeny 
bas for > 


;ng; other a 


told me = that, he, on 
of. .cndeavguring to. introdugg! 
ice ;. that thare might be in,eve 
ry | City a a certain place, d- 
luch as. peg a, oe 2 


I enguize fa one: ther | 

Corrs auch, A One Enquire 

+ Servas of. fuck + Quality + Baka | 
qne far & Maſter, fuch a qne enquixes tar 

| ich anArtificer, fome for one SUPReFfSras 

ef, every. one accord $0,953at 

ke was i d. -doubtleſs,, th mags 


vertie- 


wa 


<5 cles te Gidaddabey 2 Api 408 
ng Ghetrtienetis wonld be of no contemp=» 
Ay tible Advantige to the Publick Corre- = 
Ty ſpondency- and Intelligence : For there are | co; cp< 9447 
4} evermore > Conllitions that hunt' after one 7 
inf another, and for want of knowing one 
"7 anothers occaſion, Teave Men in very great 
af init T have beard, to the great ſhame 
of the Age we Live in, that in our very 
fight , two moſt excellent Men for Learn- 
ing, Died fo Poor , that they had ſcarce 
Bread to put in their Mouths : Zilius Gre- 
gorius Giraldus in Italy , and Sebaſtianus 
'Caftalio in Germany : And do believe, there 
are. a Thouſand Men would have invited 
them into their Families, with "very ad- 
yantageous Conditions, or have Relievd 
them where they were, had they known 
their wants. The World is not ſo general- 

_—_ Corrupted, but that I kfiow a Man, 
would heartily wiſh the Eſtate his 
' Anceſtors have left him , might be em- 
ploy'd;' ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe Fortune to 
give him leave to enjoy it, to fecure'rars 
and remarkable Perſons of any kind, whont 
Misfortune ſometimes perſecutes to the laſt 
gree, from the danger of Neceſlity 3 
at feaſt , place them in fuch a condis 
| . that hey muſt be very hard to 
pleaſe, if they were not contented. My x« »- £F <7. (*) 9, 
8 Father in his Oeconomical Government; 
| had this Order, ( which I know how to 
eommenid; but by no means imitate, ) 
| D d which 
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492 Seipweur de Montsighe's Efayt. ' Book With 
| which was, that beſides the Day-book, '&| 
Memorial of the Houſhold Aﬀairs, 'whergſh;._ 
the ſmall Accounts, Payments and Dif 
- burſements, which do not require a Secrs 
_ taries hand, ' were entred , and which 
Bayliff always had in Cuſtody ; he Order 
him whom he kept 'to write for him, to 
keep a Paper Journal, and 4n it to fetdbwn 
all the remarkable Occurrences, and Day 
by Day the Memoires of the Hiſtories of 
4) bis Houſe : very pleaſant to look over; 
4, when time _ W _—_— hings out of 
Memory, and ver u >»times top 
us out of doubt, when ſuch a rh 
begun, when-ended , what courſes were 
debated on, what concluded; 'our Voyages; 
Abſences, Marriages, and Deaths, the 16: 
ception of good, or ill news; the:changs 
of: principal Servants, and the like. An 
Ancient Cuſtom, which I think it would 
 fiot be amiſs for every one to revive in -hig 
own Houſe ; and I find I did very fooliths 
. ly jn neglecting the fame. . 1 9v38 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


| bf the C uftome of Wearing C oaths. 


5. re T ſhall fay upon this Suh- 
jet, Tam of neceſlity to invade 
fome of the bounds of Cuſtome, ſo care- 
fal has ſhe been to ſhut up all the Avenues, 
[| was diſputing with my ſelf in this 
ſhivering ſeaſon , whether the faſhion of 
going Naked in thoſe Nations lately diſca- 
yer'd, is impos'd upon them , by the hot 
temperature of the Air, as we ſay of the 
Moores-and Indians , or whether it be the . 
Original faſhion of Mankind ; Men of 
Underſtanding, forafmuch as all things un- 
der the Sun, as the Holy Writ declares, 
are ſubject to the ſame Laws, were wont 
in fuch Conſiderations as theſe, where we 
are to diſtinguiſh the Natural Laws from 
thoſe have been imposd:by Man's Inven- 
tion ,' to have recourſe to the general Po- 
fity of the World, where there can be no- 


thing Counterfeited. Now all other Crea-, « 6c Ts" 


tures bait DIE furniſh'd with all 
th ngs neceſſary for the ſupport of their be- 
ng, it'is not toÞe imagin'd, that we only * 
ſhould be brought" mto the World in a de- 
. Dd z teaive 


Chap.35. Seignenr de Montaigne's Efays. 403 
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404 FSeigneur de Montaigne's Efſays. Bookiff,; .- 
; Y : . jw >. | ® P ; Fs . yon... £2 C 
| feive and indigent Condition, and in fudſ+ - 
an eſtate as cannot ſubſiſt without Foreigſ® 43 
aſſiſtance ; and therefore it is , that I belff + 
lieve, that as Plants, Trees, and Animal 


and all rhings that have Life, are ſeen of** 
be by Nature ſufficiently Cloath'd and Colt; 
verd, to defend them trom the Injuries off, 


. Weather, | 


OV 
Bfrv 


Lucrerl.4. Propteriaque fere res omnes, aut Corio fond Hal 
Aut ſeta, aut conchis, aut callo , aut cortia hor 

| ( tedly, 
Moreover all things, or with Skin, or Hair,” - 

Or Shell, ——_ or Callus Cloathed are upt 


XL) ſo were we: But as thoſe who by Artif k: 
cial Light put out that of the Day, ſo we M 

by borrowed Forms and Faſhions have de. i 

m 

b 

a 


. firoy'd our own. .- And *tis plain enough 
ſelVB3 Fo to be ſeen, that 'tis Cuſtome only which 

renders that impoſſible, that otherwiſe 
nothing ſo ; for of thoſe Nations who 
have no manner of knowledg of Cloaths 


b . | 7 
ing , fome are ſcituated under the ſame Þ| , 
Temperature that we are, and ſome in | 
| 
{ 


much Colder Climates. And beſides, our 
moſt tender Parts are always expos'd to 
the Air, as the Eyes, Mouth, Noſe, and 
Ears ; and our Country Labourers, like 
our Anceſtors in former times, go with 
+ their Breaſts and Bellies open. we 
beeg Born with . a neceſſity upon us of 
| | | wearing 
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* bf ap.35. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. . 
* wearing Petticoats and Breeches, there is 
Ho doubt, but Nature would have Fortifi- 
8d thoſe Parts ſhe intended ſhould be expo- 


xd to the Fury of the Seaſons, with a 


: thicker Skin; as ſhe has done the Finger 


ends, and the Soles of the Feet. And why 
-Ekould | this ſeem hard to believe > I Ob- 
Wfrve much greater diſtance betwixt my 


\} Habit, and that of one of our Country 


Bores, than betwixt his, and a Man that 
has no other Covering but his Skin. How 
many Men, eſpecially in Turky, go Naked 
upon the account of Devotion 2? I know 
not who would ask a Beggar, whom he 
ſhouldTee in his Shirt in the depth of Win- 
ter; as Brisk and Frolick, as he who goes 
nd — the _—_ Furs, how — 

e to endure to go ſo 2 Why Sir, he 
might Anfiver, ou go with your Face 
— an , am all Face. The 7talians = 
a Story of the Duke of Florence his Fool, 
whom his Maſter Asking, How being ſo 
thin Clad, he was able oy the Cold, 
when he himſelf, warm wrapt as he was, was 
hardly able ta do it > Why, replyd the 
Fool, uſe my Receipt, to put on all your 
Cloaths you have at once, and youl feel no 


495 


more Cold, than I. King Moſſiniſſa to an ex- * 


tream Old Age, could never be prevaild 
upon-to go with his Head coverd , how 
Cold, Stormy, or Rainy, ſoever the Wea- 


ther might be: Which alſo is reported of- 


d 3 the 


3 


Sum It, © | 
ti. 6.1 Excipere inſanos imbres, Celique ruinam. 
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Y 206 Setyneur de Montaighe's Eſſays. Book? 

R vv the Emperour Severus. Herodotus wh 
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- and then with Turbans, and the others ak 
PTorf 


2! he did in Summer. Coſer » ſays Suctons 
" «#5, Marchd always at the Head of his At- 


, ſhine, and as much is faid of FZannibal. * 


LY 
7 
s 


that in the Battels fought betwixr th 
Egyptians, and the Perhans , it was Oh 
Re both þ 


th by himſelf, and others, that of 


thoſe who were leſt Dead upon the plan 
the Heads of the Egyptians were found y 
be without compariſon harder, than thok 


of the Perfrans, by reaſon that the laſt half 


one with their Heads always: cover( 
Bo their Infancy , firſt , with Bigping 


ways ſhav'd, and open. ' And King Agzþe 
laus obſerv'd to a decrepit Age, to wet 
always the Tame Cloaths in Winter , that 


my, | for the moſt part, on foot, with hi 
Head bare, whether it was Raitni, or Suni 


Tum vertice nudo, 


| ( pours 
Bare Head to March in Snow, and when it 


Whole Cataracs of cold unwholeſome 

| ( ſhowers, 
A Venetian who has long Liv'd in Pega, 
and is lately return'd from thence, writes, 
that the Men and Women of that King- 
dom, though they cover all their other 


| Parts, go always Barefoot, and Ride fo 
7) Ty 8 £00. And Plato does yery carneſth ad- 


vile 


OO F 3 


RE eee CS 


give the Head and the Feet no other 


* | ung, than what Nature has beſtow'd. 


'He whom the Polacks have Ele&ted for 
their King, fince ours came thence, who 
is. indeed 'one of the greateſt Princes of 
this Age, never wears any Gloves, and for 
Winter, or whatever Weather can come, 
never wears other Cap abroad , than the 


fame he wears at home. Whereas I can- - 


not endure to go unbutton'd, . or unti'd : 
our Neighbouring Labourers would think 
themſelves in Chains, if they were ſo 
bracd. Yarre is of Opinion, that when 
it was Ordaind, we ſhould be bare in the 
preſence of the Gods, and before the Ma- 
giſtrate, it was rather ſo Order'd, upon 
the ſcore. of health, and to Inure us to the 
Injuries of Weather, than upon the ac- 
count of Reverence. And ſince we are 
now talking of Cold, and French-men us'd 
to wear variety of Colours, ( not I my 
lf, for I ſeldome wear other than Black, 
or White, in Imitation of my Father, ) 
let us add another Story of Captain Martin | 
| 
| 
| 


da Bellay, who affirms, that in the Voyage 


' of Luxenboarg, he faw ſo great Froſts, that 


the Ammunition Wine was cut with Hat- 
chets, and Wedges ; was deliver out to 
the Souldiers by Weight, and that they | 
garried it away in Baskets: and Ovid, 


Dd4 Nudaquz 


okChip.35. Srigurar de Montaigne's Eſaye. qor | , 
ei vice, for the health of the whole Body, to 
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| Pull. Trft. Nudaque confiſtunt formam ſervantia tefte,. | 
6.3- EL 12s Vina, nec hauſta meri, ſed data fruſta bibun, 


ir) 

The Wine up 

Stript of its Cask, retains the Figure ſtill, , 
V( 

tl 

|; 

T 

1 


Nor dq they Draughts, but Cruſts of Bas 
| Bp. ( chus {will 
At the Mouth of the Lake Meots, the 
Froſts are ſo very ſharp, that in the very 
fame place where Methridates his Lieuts 
nant had Fought the Enemy dry-foot, and 
given them a notable Defeat, the Summer 
tollowing he obtain'd over them a Famous 
Naval Victory. The Romans Fought at a 
yery great diſadvantage, in the Engage, 
ment they had with the Carthagzuians near 
. Placentia, by reaſon, that they went on to 
Charge with their Blood fixd, and their 
Limbs Numm'd with Cold ; whereas Zan 
nibal had caugsd great Fires to be diſpersd | 
; a through his Camp to warm his Soul- 
ters, and Oil to be diſtributed amongſt 
| them; to the end, that Anointing them- 
ſelves, they might render their Nerves 
more Sppple and Active, and fortifie the 
Pores againſt the violence of the Air, and 
Freezing Wind, that Rag'd in that Seaſon. 
The Retreat the Greeks made from Baby- 
lon into their own Country , is Famous, 
for the Difficulties and Calamities they had. 
fo overcome. Of which, this was _ . 


"yd | Chap.3 5. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 459 
that being Encounterd in the Mountains 


AE 


—_ cr... 


of -Armenia with - a horrible Storm of 
Snow, they loſt all knowledg of the Coun- 
try, and of the ways, and being driven 
up, were a Day and a Night without Eat- 
ing or Drinking, moſt of their Cattel Di- 
- q many of themſelves Starv'd Dead, ſe- 


 veral ſtruck Blind with the driving, and 


the glittering of the Snow, many of them 
Maim'd in their Fingers and Toes, and 
many Stiff and Motionleſs with the ex- 
tremity of the Cold, who had yet their 
Underſtanding entire. Alexander faw a 
Nation, where they Bury their Fruit-Trees 


. in Winter, to defend them from being de- | 
_ ftroydby the Froſt, and we alſo may ſee 


the ſame. - But concerning Cloaths , the 


_— — 


King of Mex:ico changd four times a Day 


' bis Apparel, and never put them on more, 
employing thoſe he left off, in his conti- 


nual Liberalities and Rewards, as alſo, nei- 


ther Pot, Diſh, nor other Utenſil of his 
Kitchen , or "Table, was ever ſervd in 


Twice. 
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GHAP, XXXVI 


Of Cato the Younger, 


F am not guilty of the Common Errour, 

|| of judging another by my ſelf. ' I eafis 
ly-believe, that in anothers Humour, that 

is contrary to my own ; and though I find 

my felt engagd to one certain Form, I do 

not obliged others to it, as many do ; but 
believe and apprehend a Thouſand ways of 
Living, and contrary to moſt Men, mare 
eaſily admit of Difference: than Uniformi- 

o £<*, ty amongſt us. I as frankly, as any one 
3 +9 | would have me, diſcharge a-Man from my 


Humours and Principles, and conſider him 
according to his own particular Model. 
Though I am not Continent my ſelf, I ne- 
vertheleſs ſincerely Love, and approve the 
Continency of the Capuchins, and other 
Religious Orders, and highly commend 
their way of Living. I infinuate my ſelf 
by imagination into their Place and Love, 
and Honour them the more, for being 0- 
ther than I am. I very much deſire, that 
we may be Cenſurd every Man by him- 
ſelf, and would not be drawn into the con- 
' ſequence of common Examples. My 

Weakneſs 
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Chap.z6. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays: 

Weakvieſs does nothing alter the Efteem-1- 
ought to have of the force and vigour-of 
thoſe who deſerve it. Sunt qui boy nas 


dent, quam quid ſe imitari poſſe cf 


There are who perſivade nothing but w hat they” 


believe they can imitate themſelves, Crawl- 
ing upon the Slime of the Earth, Ido'not 
for all that ceaſe to Obſerve up in: the 
Clouds the inimitable height of ſome He- 
roick Souls : 'tis a great deal for me to 


— 


have my Judgment regular and right, if 


the effects cannot be ſo, and to maintain 


this Soveraign part at leaſt free from Cor- 
ruption : tis ſomething to have my Wall 


right and good, where my Legs fail me. 


This Age wherein we Live, in our part of 
the World at leaft, is grown ſo ſtupid, that 
not only Exerciſe, but the very Imaginati- 


on of Vertue-is defective, and ſeems to be 


no other but College-Faſhion, 


um —— Pirtutem verba pntant, ut 
Lnecum ligna : 


( tue take ; 
Words finely couch'd, theſe Men for Ver- 
As if each Wood a Sacred Grove could 
Eos ( make. 


41þ 


ant; Cicero de 
| . ad. 
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Horace Ep. 
6. L. 


E. Io ig 
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uam vereri deberent , etiam fi precipere Cicers Tuf 


on poſſeut. Which they ought to Rewerence, * 


though they cannot Comprehentt. "Tis a Gew- 
gaw to hang in a Cabinet, or at the end of 


the Tongue, as on the tip of the Ear,for Or- 


nament 


e 5 ox hn KO. Se: At Wa WES FH 5h p -_— . "or 4 13 EN at” ef wad & pp WO; v : 'n ; : 4 WE NES "IP "ER - hed : 

v4 4 . - > p ' o Ws » - of 

z — bp &) ey ” [- E < *. : LY ol ' Fa = 4 : S I ; 
gtz  Seigneur ae S Effays. Th 7 


+ nament only. "There is' no more Vertus 
ous Actions extant, and thoſe Actions that 
earry a ſhew of Vertue, have yet nothing | > 

fi) of its Eſſence ; by reaſon , that Profit, 

Glory, Fear and Cuſtom, and other ſuch' q 
like foreign Cauſes, put us in the way to ( 
produce them. Our Juſtice alſo, Valour, 

and good Offices, may then be call'd fo ; 

] 
| 
| 


pp 


too, 1n reſpect to others, and according to 
the Deo thay appear with to the Publick ; 
but in the - doer it can by no means be 
Vertue, becauſe there is another end pro- 
posd, another moving cauſe. Now Ver- 
tue owns nothing to be hers, but what is 
. done by her ſelf, and for her ſelf alone. In 
that great Battel of Potidea, that the 
Greeks under the Command of Pauſanias 
obtain'd againſt Mardonius, and the Perfi- 
ans, the Conquerours, according to their 
Cuſtom, coming to divide amongſt them 
the Glory of the Exploit, they attributed 
to the ' Spartan Nation the Preheminence 
of Valour in this Engagement. The Spar- 
tans, great Judges of Vertue, when they 
came to determine, ' to what particular 
Man of their Nation the Honour was due, 
of having the beſt Behav'd himſelf upon 

this occaſion, found, that Ariſtodemus had 
of all others hazarded his Perfon with the 
v greateſt Bravery : but did not however al- 

low him any Prize, or Reward :; W reg- 

7 


ſon that his Vertue had been incited by a 
deſire, 


S: 
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deſire, to clear his Reputatioa from the 


| Reproach of his Miſcarriage at the Buſineſs 


7 | Chap:36. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. 


473 


of Thermypole , and with a defire to Die 


Bravely, to wipe off that former Blemith. 


4 | Our Judgments are yet ſick, and Obey 
| the 


> Humour of our depravd Manners. Þ 
Obſerve moſt of the Wits of theſe Times 
pretend to Ingenuity, by endeavouring to 
blemiſh and to darken. the Glory of the 
Braveſt and moſt Generous Actions of for- 
mer Ages, putting one Vile Interpretation 
or another upon them,and forging and ſup- 

ſing vain Cauſes and Motives for thoſe. 
Noble things they did. A mighty ſubtil- 


[HE* 


ty indeed ! Give me the greateſt and moſt | f 220): 


unblemiſh'd Action that ever the Day be- 
held, and 1 will contrive a Hundred plau- 
fible Drifts and .Ends to obſcure it : God 
knows, who ever will ſtretch them out to 
the full, what diverſity of Images our In- 
ternal Wills do ſuffer under ; they do not 
ſo Maliciouſly play the Cenfurers, as they 
do it Ignorantly and Rudely in all their 
DetraQions. The ſame pains and licence 
that others take to Blemiſh and Beſpatter 
theſe illuſtrious Names, I would willingl 

undergo to lend them a ſhoulder to raiſe 
them higher. Theſe rare Images , and 
that arc culld out by the conſent of the 
wiſeſt Men of all Ages, for the Worlds Ex- 
ample, I ſhould endeavour ro Honour a- 
new , as far as my Invention would -per- 
mt, 


c 67 


| juſt and generous Aion, and to have had 
mp for his Reward, than for Glory. 


* ly ſhort of their Merit. 'Tis the Duty of 


that the force of our Invention is infinite 


good Men to Pourtray Vertues as Beautifnf 


as they can, and there would be no Inde- | 
6ency.. in the Caſe, ſhould our Paſſion a-litd 


tle Tranſport us in favour of. fo Sacred & 
Form. What theſe People do to the con- 
trary, they either do out of Malice, or 


by the Vice of confining their Belief to 


their own Capacity ; or, whichT am more 


inclin'd to think, for not having their ſight, 


ſtrong, clear and elevated enongh, to cone 
ceive the ſplendour. of Vertue in her Na- 
tive Purity : As Plutarch complains, that 
1n- his time ſome Attributed- the cauſe of 
the Younger Cato's Death , to his Fear of 
Ceſar, at which be ſeems very Angry, and 
with good reafon : and by that a Man may 
gueſs how much more he would have been 
oftended with thoſe, whe have Attributed 
it ro Ambitious Senceleſs People ! - He 


would rather have perform'd a- handſome,; 


Y 


7 
Ehat Man was in truth a Pattern, -. that' 
Nature choſe out to ſhew to what height 
Humane Vertue and Conſtancy could ar- 
rive : but I am not capable of 'hand-' 


ling ſo Noble an Argument , and ſhall 


therefore. only ſet Five Latine Poets toge-' 
; | ther 
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mit, in all the Circumſtances of favours.” 
* ble Interpretation. | And we are to believe) 


_ _ _|þ\Jmenmet rr cy n9yc 2 02 bt 24 # 


2” | ther bythe Ears, 'who has done beſt in the 
76) | praiſe of Ca7o; and inchifively for their 
e | dwn too. [Now a Man well Read:in Poes 
try, will-think:the two firſt, :in compari- 
ul | fon of the others, a little Flat and Lan- 
& & puiſhing ; the Third more Vigorous, but 
i | overthrown: by the: Extravagancy of his 
own force: He will then-think, that there 
will be yet room for one or two Gradati- 
ons of Invention: to come to the Fourth ; 
biit commg/to mount the: pitch of that, 
he will lift-up his Hands for admiration ; 
the laſt, the firft by ſome ſpace, ( but a 
fpace that he will fwear is not to- be fill'd 
itp by any. Humane Wit, ) he will be a- 
ftonith'd;,' he will not know where he is; 
Theſe are: Wonders. We_have more -Po- 
ets, . tham Judges and Interpreters of Poe- 
ery. Tt is eaſier to Write .an indifferent 
Peem , than'to Underſtand a good one. 
There: is indeed a certain: low and mode- 


rate Tort of: Poetry, that = Man may- well 
ang follg by cerhain Rules of Art ; but 
the crue , \ fapream and divine Poeſie , -is 


equally above all Rules and\Reaſon. - And . 


. whoever diſcerns the Beauty of it, with 
the moſt aſſured and moſt ſteady fight, 


foes no mare than the quick reflection of 


a Flaſh of Lightning. This is a ſort of 
Peefie, that does not exerciſe, but ravithes 
and overwhelms our Judgment. The Fu- 
ry that poſſeſſes him who is able to pene- 
% | trats 
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Seignzar de 
_ _ it, wourids The « Loading 
ri im repeat it. - Like a on 
that pn only attradts the Needle, but a 
ſo infuſes into it the Vertue to attract « 
thers: And it is more evidently Eminent up 
on our Theatres,that the Sacred Infpiration 
of the Muſes, | having firſt ſtirr'd up the 
Poet to Anger, Sorrow, Hatred; and ont 
of himſelf, to. whatever they will , dog 
moreover by the Poet pore the Actor, 
and by the Adtor conſecutively all thy 
Spectators. So much do our Paſſions 
hang and depend upon one another; Pg 
etry has ever had that power over me 
from a Child, to Tranſpierce and Tranf 
port me : But this quick reſehtment that 


is Natural to me, has been variouſly hand 


Mart, lib.s. 
Epig. 32. 


led by variety of Forms, not ſo much highs 
er and lower, ( for they were ever the 
higheſt of every kind, as differing in Co- 
lour. Firſt, a Gay and Spritely. Fluency; 
afterwards a Lofty and Penetrating Subti 
ty ; . and laſtly, a Mature and 
Force. Their Names will better expreſs 
them ; Ovid, Lucan, Virgil. - But our Pos 
ets are beginning their Career. 


Sit Cato dum wvivit ſane vel Cziare Major, 


—— ——-Let Cato's Fame 
Whilſt he ſhall Live, Eclipſe 
. Says One. 


( Name; 
great Caſars 


Et 
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onſtant 


apa6. Sri & Montignt s "Bowe. _ 1 " 


—Es droiflum devil Morte Catonem. Mail. 


OS 


_ 


 — And Cato fell, | 
Death being overcome, invincible; 


Says the Second. And the Third = 
of the Civil Wars betwixt Ceſar an 


Pompey, 


Pittri x chaſe D3ii phcut, fed P, Ha Catoni. Lucen, 1. Lf] 


Heaven approves 4 | a Pty fo 
The - Conquering Caull Cauſe, the Conquer'd Cas | 
to loves. 


And the Foutth upori the Praiſes of Ceſar, 


Et Cuntta terrarum  fabjafta, | Elor. Car) . 
 Pretor atrocem dnimum Catonis, ,; , #ib.2. 04.rs 
(flew, 
And Conquer d all where ere his Eagle 
But Cato's Mind, that nothing could ſubdue. 


And the Maſter of the Quire, after having 
" ſet forth all the great Names of the great- 
eſt Romans, ends thus, 


—_—  .”s9 


His dantem jara Catonem.— Eoniian, 
Gita Cato giving Laws to all the reſt. 
Ee CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXXVIL 


That we Laugh andCry for the ſami 
thing. "2 


v3 2% FF. 7 Hen we Read in Hiſtory, that 4# 

| 'VY tigonus Was very much Jifoled 

with his Son, for preſenting him the Head 

of King Pyrrhus his Enemy , but-new 

Slain, Fighting againſt him, and that fe6 

x) ing it, he wept: That Reze Duke of Lyor- 

IT alſo Lamented the Death" of Charles 

Duke of Burgundy, whom he had himſelf 
Defeated, and appear'd in Mourning at his 

. Funeral : And that in the Baitel of Auroy, 
( which Count Montfort. - obtain'd over 
Charles de Blois , his Concurrent for the 
Dutchy of Brittany, ) the Conquerour 
meeting the Dead Body of his Enemy, was 

very much Afflicted at his Death, we mult 
not preſently Cry out, f 


Perrarcha. ® Ft coff auen che F animo ciaſeuna , 
'- Sua Paſſion ſotto el contrario manto, 
Ricopre, con ta viſta hor chiara, hor bruna. 


| That every one, whether of Joy or. Woe 
he Paſſion of their Mind can palliate fo, 
| Ye AS 
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ici te Montaigne s Bfs. : 


q js Jroen moft 'Griev'd, to ſhew a Count- 
' (*nance clear, 
And Melancholick when beſt _ t ap» 
.. i ( pear. = 
When Pompey's Head was preſented to Cz- x x) 
ſer, "The Hiſtories tell us, that he turn'd a- 
ay his Face, as from a fad and unpleaſing 
Object. There had. been fo long an In» .z-5 
felligence and Society. betwixt them ,- in P 
the management of. the Publick Afiirs, 
' great a Community of Fortunes, ſo ma- 
ny mutual Offices, and fo.near an Alli-. 
ance, that this Countenance_of his ought RE 
not to ſuffer under any Miſinterpretation ; 
or to be ſuſpected for either Falſe or Coun- 
terfett, as this other ſeems to believe: _ 
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| os 7 utumque putavit ( tes, Laces. I, 
Jam Jon eſſe fecer, lacrymas non ſonte cadey- 7 
eh gemituſque expreſſit pettore Izto, 

| Non aliter manifeſta putans abſcondere mentis, 

. Gaudia _-_ Lacrymes, 


| MoS And now he ay. 
"Twas lafe to be 2 Pious Father in Law, 
He ſhed fore'd Tears, and from a Joy ful 


( Breaſt, 
Ferch'd Sighs and Groans, conceiving' 
( Tears would beſt 


Qanceal his Tnward Joy. 
For though it be true, that the greateſt part; 
Y of 
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420,  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Gha 
of our Actions, are no other 0 by 
_ and Diſguiſe, and yet may Jometimes be 
Real and True :- that , ' 


P 
7 Fe 
Aul:us 


Gel Feredis fletus ſub perſona riſus eft; 


li. No.” reen, 
F-, The Heirs diſſembled Tears behind the ye 
| Could one but peep, would Joytul ſmile} {4 
— ( be ſeen if th 
ſo is it, that in judging of theſe Accidents ps 
E 


&. +*x weare to conſider how much our Soulsare 
©3 oſt-times agitated with divers Paſſions, 
And as they ſay, that in our Bodies there | - 
- is a Congregation of divers Humours, of iſ 7 
which, that is the Soveraign, which ac- 
cording to the Complexion we are-of, is 
commonly moſt predominant in us: So, 1 
though the Soul have in it divers motions | ' 
to give it Apitation ; yet mult there of 
Ns de all the reſt, 
though not with ſo neceſſary and abſolute 
a Dominion , but that through the Flexi- 
bility and Inconſtancy of the Soul , thoſe 
of leſs Authority, may upon occaſion, real- 
ſume their place, and make a little Sally in 
Xx) turn. Thence it is, that we ſee not only 
Children,who Innocently Obey,and follow 
Nature, oiten Laugh and Cry at the ſame 
thing: but not one of us can boaſt, what 
Journey ſoever he may have in hand, that 
he has the moſt ſer his Heart upon , but 
when he comes to part with his Family and 
Friends, 


"8 Chap. 37. Serguenr de Montaigne's Eſays 41” 
IS Friends, he will find ſomething that trou- 
*E bles him within ; and though he refrain his + 
Tears, yet he puts Foot rth' Stirrupt, with + 
4 Sad and Cloudy Countenance, and what 
gentle Flame ſoever may have warm'd the 
Heart of Modeſt, and Well-Born Virgins, 
yet are they fain to be forc'd from about 
their Mothers Necks, to be plt to Bed to 
their Husbands, whatever this Boon Com- 
panion 1s pleas'd to fay : 


Eftne novis nuptis odio venus, anne parentum, 4, 
" Pruftrantur falſis gaudia lachrymalis, Num. 67,” 
vbertim Thalami quas intra limina fundunt ? 
: Non, ita me Divi, vera gemunt, juverint. 
| \ (Dread, 
Does the Fair Bride the Sport ſo mainly | 
That ſhe takes on fo, when ſhe's put to Bed, | 
Her” Parents Joys t' allay with a feign'd | 
' 
| 


——_ 5. 


( Tear ? | 
She does not Cry in Earneſt, I dare Swear. 


Neither is it ſtrange to lament a perſon, x v3 nt” 
whom a man would by no means ſhould | 
be alive : When I rattle my man, I do it £) 

- with all the mettle T have, and load him 
with no feignd, but downright real 
Curſes ; but the heat being over, if he 
ſhould ſtand in need of me, T ſhould be 
very ready to do him good : for I inſtant- BR 
ly turn the leaf, When I call him Calt, c,.b'a) 
and Coxcomb, I do not pretend to entail 

<a Ee 3 thole 
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7, thoſetitles upon him for ever-; neither dy; 2] 


I think I give my ſelf the lye in calling - 
. him an honeſt man preſently after. Weg 7: 
it not the ſign of a foot to talk to one x 
ſelf, there would. hardly be a day or houg je 


wherein I might not be heard to grumblg, Ye 
and mutter to my ſelf, and againſt my fell; = 
b Turd in'the Fools teeth, and yet I do not fl 5 
think that to be my Charafter. Who. fon; ſh 5, 
ſeeing me-one while cold, and preſently Fi 
very kind to my Wife, believes the one 45 


c or the other tobe counterfeited, Is an As 9 
vp « Nero taking leave of his Mother, whont F 
he ſent to be drown'd, was nevertheleſs. & 
ſenſible of ſome emotion at this farewel, p 
a 

ſ 

j 

{ 

| 


and was ſtruck with horror , and pity: 

x) "Tis. ſaid, that the light of the Sun'is nat 
one continuous thing, but that he darty : 
new rays ſo thick one upon another, that. - 
, we cannot perceive the intermiſſion. 


Tucret.l. 5. Largus enim liquidi fous Iaminis etherius Sol. 
] Trrigat aſſidue calum candore recenti, 
Suppedit atque novo confeſtim Iumine lumen. 


For the ztherial Sun that ſhines ſo bright, | 
Being a fountain large of liquid light, 
With freſh Rays ſprinkles ſtill the yam 
OE TT TT 12.7. al 
And with new light, the light does Nil 
Fx | = _ ( ſupply. 
Juſt fo the Soul variouſly and vida © 
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'T bl ye arts out her Paſſions. Artabarus ſur- * x) 
rifiog once! his Nephew Xerxes, Chid 
VS him e Iudyen alteration of his Coun- 
*M tenance. .As he was conſidering the im- =#) 
"IN meafurable Greatneſs of his Forces paſſing = 
& over the ZHelZeſport , for the Grecian Expe- 
A892"; K31S.4\ | _ i 4 os 
dition, he was firſt ſeizd with a palpitati- 


on of Joy, £9 ſee ſo many Millions of Men 
under his Command; which alſo appeard 
in the. Gayety of his Looks : Burt. his 


Thoughts it. the fame inſtant. ſuggeſting 
to him, that, of fo many Lives, once in an 
ge at moſt, there would not be one left, 


IC preſently Knit his Brows, anJ1 grew 


La 4 


$4d, even to Tears. We have reſolutely 
purſa'd the Revenge of -an Injury receiv'd, 
and been ſenſible of a ſingular Content- 
ment for the Victory : But we ſhall Weep 
notwithſtanding : 'tis not for the Victory, 
though that we ſhall Weep : there is no- 
thing alter'd by that. : but the Soul looks 
upon things with another Eye, and repre- 
ſents thentto it ſelf with another kind of 
Face ; for eyery. thing has many Faces, * 
and. ſeveral Aſpets. Relations, old Ac- 
quaintance, and Friendſhips , poſſeſs our 
' Imaginations, and make them tender for 

the time : but the Counterturn is ſo quick, 


that tis gone in a Moment. 


* 
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Nil a Dea freri celeri ratione videtur, Lucret.l. 3, 
Quam fi mens fieri proponit, & inchoat ipfa. 
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Ante oculos quarum in prompty natura videtgs, 


No motions ſeem fo brisk, and quick a 
The working mind does to be done propoſe, 
Which once propos'd, her violent motions 
Swifter than any thing we know by far. 


And therefore, while we would make one 
continued thing, of all. this ſucceſſion df 
paſſion, we deceive our ſelves. When 
x) * 7rmoleon laments the murther he had 
| ”  committedupon ſo mature, and generoug 
' deliberation, he does not lament the liber- 

I ty reſtor'd to his Country, he'does not la 
b+ ment the Tyrant, but he lamerits his 
Brother : One part of his duty is per- 
form'd, let us give him leaye to perform 

. the other, TT LES A 
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' CHAP. XXXVIIL 
Of Solitude, = 


£foy 1 I 5 us prztermit that old compariſon 
[_, befwixt the active, and the folitary 
life, andasfor the fine ſaying, with which 
Ambition and Avarice palliate their ys 
Alge' Us ©: 4-4. 4 | FR 
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we are wot born for our ſelves, but for 


e 


2) 
"© Whns 
vic 
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& 


pl 

them Tay their hands upon their Hearts, 
and then fay, whether, on the contrary, 
they do not rather aſpire to Titles and 
Offices, and that tumult of the World to 
make their private advantage at the pub- 
lick expence. © But we need not ask them 


the queſtion ; for the corrupt” ways by 


. wluch they arrive at the height to which 
their ambitions aſpire , does manifeſtly 


enough declare that their ends cannot be 
very good. Let us then tell Ambition, 
that it is ſhe her ſelf who gives us a taſte 
of Solitude ; for what does ſhe ſo much 
avoid as Socizty ? What does ſhe ſo much 
ſeek as Elbow-room 2 A man may do * 
well, or ill every where : but if what Boas 
fays be true, that the greateſt part is the 
worſe, or what the Preacher fays , that 
there is not one good of a thouſand: 


de Montaigne's Effays. 42 Y 


rf the putlick,letus boldly appeal to thoſe who Tc Ga") 
ok are moſt intereſted in publick affairs , - Tet b , 


x) 


Rar quippe boni numero vix ſunt totidem quot Fiven.Sar. 


Thebazum Porte vel divitis oftia Nil : _ 


Becauſe the number of the Goods's as few 
As Thebes fair Gates ; or rich Nzle mouths 


(doth ſpew : 


- the contagion is very dangerous in the 


«> 
Crown. A man muſt either imitate the $.5+< © 


ENS PACING 


vicious ; or hate them : Both are dange- 
rous, 
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Is) Shi _ took a young Boy upon his i; 
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« that they might get ſafe to Shoar : 
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rous, pi aha to reſemble them bros 
are many, or to-hate many, Þ&ca | 
are unrelembling, Any: eds 
to Sea are in the right, when they are cautk 
- ous that thoſe who embark with hen i 
the ſame bottom, be neither diſſolute Bla 
'phemers, nor vicious other ways ; hou 
upon ſuch ſociety as unfortunate. 
therefore it was, that Bzas leafan any 
to ſome, who being with him.in a 
rous ſtorm, implor'd the aſſiſtance of t 


ecce, ſpeak ſoftly, ſud he, Ks. 


fi 


Gods, Peace 
they may not know you are here in my om 


pany - And of more preſting exe ple, £ 
Guquerque ice Roy in the 7ndzes, tor Ema: 


ortugal,in an extream roy ot 


Snou'ders, for this only end, that in the 
Society of their common danger, His i ing 
cency might ſerve to proteQ him, and ta 
recommend 'him to the . Divine Svour k 
1s not 


that a Wiſe Man may not live every where 
content, either alone, or in the crowd 

a Palace : : But if it be left to his own choice, 
he will tell you, that he would fly the very 
ſght of the latter: He can endure it 

\ need be; but if it be referred to him, he 
will chooſe the firſt. He cannot think 
himſelf ſufficiently rid of Vice, if he myſt 
yet contend with it in other Men : Charon- 


das, as, Puniſht thoſe e for 1ll Men , -uho we were 


Conviet | 


Hap-28- | ontais Ws 2: y*Y 
MN is 'of keeping of ill Company. There 
nothing fo. Unſociable, and Sociable, as: | © » 


© Man , the, one by his Vicez, 'the other by 
"TY his Nature. And Auriſthenes in my opini- Th 
FM on, did*got; we him a ſatisfactory An- x) 
ng K r,, W o Re oach'd him with frequet-, 
Ns pany, by faying, That the Phy- 44 
WY fctarns Liv'd well enough amonalf the Sick : {1 
for if they contribute to the health of the 4 
Sick ; no doubt, but by the Contagion, 
continual fight of and familiarity with 
Diſeaſes ; they muſt of neceſſity impair 
their own. Now the end I ſuppoſe is all 
! one, to Live at more leiſure, and at great- 
er eaſe : but: Men do not always take the 
right way ; for they often think, they have 
j totally taken leave of all Buſineſs , when 
'F they have only exchang'd one Employ- 
'ment for another. There is little leſs trou- « GT of 
ble-in Governing a private Family, than a | 
«ole Kingdom wherever the Mind is f:) 
perplex'd, 1t is in an entire diſorder, and 
Nomeſtick Employments are not lefs troy- B 
bleſome, Tor being leſs important. More- 
over, for having ſhak'd oft the Court, and. 
-Publick Employments, we have not - taken 


leave of the principal Vexations of Life. 


Ratio, & prudentia curas, Hor.lib. x. 
, N on locus fu late maris arbiter aufert. E##iſr- 1. 


Reaſon 
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* | Reaſon and Prudence, our Aﬀections 
| Not remote Voyages, unknown Seas. © * 


Xx) If 2 


-) | Our Ambition, our Avarice, Irreſolution, 
Fears, and Inordinate Deſires, do not leave ws 
us when we forſake our Native Country : | V 


A Hor. lib. 3, Et poſt equitem edet atra cura. Wy tie 
| Ode. I. | 4 ft 7 ſe 4 fin d, lel 


f'9e8. And who does mount his Horſe to this, will * 

| He carries Black-brow'd Madam Care be. 8 

| OF C hind 

She oft follows us even to Cloiſters, ' and iſ fl 

Philoſophical Schools ; nor Defarts,.. not © 

Caves, Hair-ſhirts, nor Faſts, can diſer & 

gage us from her : bs Wag | : 

Virg. A. 4 Heret. lateri lethalis arundo. : 
b. 4. 

| 


The fatal Shaft ſticks to the wounded Side. 
Vu ; | 
if E ket One'telling Socrates, that fuch a one was 
:) | nothing Improv'd by his Travels, 7 very 

| well belzeve 7t, ſaid he, for he took himſelf 


, 


\ along with him. 
Hor, lib. 2. Quaid terras alio calentes 
mu Sole mutamus 2 patria quis exul | 
Se quoque fugit * © ( Run 


To change our Native Soil, why ſhould we 
To ſeek out one warm by another Sun ? 
For 


EifGhep.33. Scigneur de Mantaigne's Eſays. | 
- For yet what: Baniſh'd Man could ever 


oh - ttoyey: £34 PA ns , ( find, 
"F When furtheſt ſent, he left himſelf behing 3 


on. If a Man do not firſt diſcharge both him- 


more harm than good , in removing him 
from place to place ; you fix and eſtabliſh 


on: 5 OY $A IG» ER Sow  -- 


' his Mind, of the Burthen with 


\M felt, and 
© which he finds himfelf Oppreſs'd, Motion 


will but make it preſs the harder, and fit 
the heavier, as the Lading of a Ship is of 
les Incumbrance, when faſt, and beſtow'd 


ina ſettled poſture ; you do a Sick Man 


—_ 0 ——_— 
o 


the Diſeaſe by motion,as Stoops:dive deep- 
er into the Earth, by being mov'd up and 
downin the place where they are deſign'd to 


ſtand. And therefore it is not enough to get * 


remote from the Publick ; 'tis not enough 
fo ſhift, the Soil only, a Man muſt flie from 
the Popular Diſpoſitions that have taken 


poſſeſſion of his Soul, he muſt Sequeſter- 


and Raviſh himſelf from himſelf. 


_— Rupi jam vincula, dicas, Prim * 'Y 
Nam Iuftata canis nodum arripit, attamen illa, Sa. y. 4 


Cum fugit, a collo trahitur pars longa cateng. 
: $$ ( the Chain, 
Thou'lt fay perhaps, that thou haſt broke 
Why, fo the Dog has gnaw'd the Knot in 
| ( twain 


That 


92 


Phat ti A Hind? there, bur 15 s hic flies, } hel F I; 
The pond'rous, Chain ſtill racing at hlf 2 
PETE 1\ Welill carry our Fetters alon 


with us: ? ll $ 
\ 65h abſolnte Liberty, wEyet caftbackil: 
kind Look upon what we have left'behinl 
tis ; the Fancy is till full of vr ofd way 


of Living. p a 
0 


Eo: | tions. Ni Purgatiins eft PER que preli 
Wt Atque pericula tunic ingratis i» Golan 59) 

Ante conſeindunt hominum cuptdints actti 
Sollicitim cur, quantique perinde timores,) 
Quid” Ve fupetTia, ſpurcitid, as perulantid 


Www ( quant a | 
_ Bfcjune clades, _ luxus, Uedic 


ez 5 
fire 
Unlefs the Mind he rod, what cull 
And Dangers, will i bo not of feta" 5 
; | he Luſttul'Man, how many bitrer Cares 
3 . Do'gall, and fret , and then how man 
| +: Fears? 
. What Horrid Miſchiefs, what Dire Slaugh- 
(ters tag, 
"wa not Pride, 'Luſt, and Petulancy do? 
And what from' Luxury can we expect, ' 
And Sloth,;” but all the ul, ,U can effect &. 


e Mind it (Alf is the Pifcafe, ind cans 
ot - Pe from it ſelf ; 
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by hot ft aids, qui fo non effugit ms ryo-1. x: 
( quam, Ep. 14: 
[in the Mind the Fault does lie, PAR E 
bat never from it ſelf can flie. 


at therefore is to be calfd home, and 

Gnfin'd within it ſelf : that-is the true So- 

, and that may be enjoyd even in 
Populous Cities, and the Courts of Kings, 
though'more comnmodiouſly apart. - 

| Now fince we will attempt to Live a- x ©« foy:. 


38 fone, and fo wave all manner of Conver- 
Efion amongſt Men , let us fo Order it , 
hat our Contentation may depend whole- 
| upon oir ſelves, and dillolve all Obli- 
ations that Ally us to'others : Let us ob- 
in this'from our ſelves, _that we may 
Live-alone in good _ _ Live at : 
bur eaſe tod. S:7/po, having e capd from” =) 
the Fire -that Con og City where = 
heLivd, and where he had ho Wife, 
Children, Goods, and*all that ever he was 
Maſter of, deſtroy'd by theFlame ; Deme- 
trius Poliorcttes Tecin ing him-in ry 0 great 'a 
Ruine of his Country, appear with ſo Se- 
retſe and Undiſturb'd a Countenance, ask'd 
him, if he had receiv'd -no Loſs ? To 
tt te made Anſwer , 'No ; and that, 
| "to God, nothing was loſt of his; : 
Which alſo was the meanin ing of the Philo- Xx) %" 
- PhEETn/henes , » when: he pteafantly nd | 
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43z Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Th 
© 1 that Men ſhould only furniſh themfelyf ©: 
with Tuch things as would Swim , andff 
might with the Owner eſcape the Storm 
o and certainly , a Wiſe Man never loſes's 
 v... ny thihg, 1f he have himſelf. When the 
25% (X) City of Nola was Ruin'd by the Barhan 
ans, Paulmus, who was Biſhop of that 
place, having there loft all he had, and 
himſelf a Priſoner, Prayd after this may 
ner, O Lord defend me from being ſenſible 
this Loſs; for thou knoweſt, they have y, 
' . touch d nothing of that which is mine ; The 
Riches that made him Rich, and the Good 
that made him Good, were ſtill kept e 
« tire. This it is to make choice of Tres 
ſures, that can ſecure themſelves from 
Plunder and Violence, and to hide themin 
ſuch a place, into which no one can en 
ter, and that are not to be betray'd by any 
= 1, x) x but our ſelves. , Wives , Children and 
Ro Goods, muſt be had, and eſpecially Health, 
E by him that can get 1t ; but we are not 
ſo to Tet our Hearts upon them, that our 
| Happineſs muſt have its dependance upon 
any of theſe; we muſt reſerve. a Back 
ſhop, a Withdrawing-Room, wholely out 
own, and entirely free, wherein to ſettle 
our true Liberty, our principal Solitude 
X' foyJand Retreat. And in this, we muſt 
the moſt part, entertain our ſelves with. 
our ſelves, and fo privately, that no Rnow» 
g, or Communication, of any Exotick | 
ks © Concert} 
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le HY 'be admitted there, there to . " 
ol Laugh, and to Talk, as if without Wife, 
Children, Goods,” Train, or Attendance, 
tothe end , that when it ſhall ſo fall our, 
ts we muſt loſe any, or all of theſe, it 
may be no new thing, to be without them. : - 
We have a Mind pliable of it ſelf, that 3 
will be Compahy, has wherewithal to at- 4J 
uh and to'defend, to receive, and to 
: Let 'us not then fear in this Soli- 
Node, to Languiſh under an uncomforta- 
blo Vacancy.” | 


In 4 ſolis fo s 1ibs ad Z Iocis. 


In Solitary _ Shane be 
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Unto thy felt good Company. 


Vertue is fitisfied with her felf, without 
Diſcipline, without Words, without Effects.. 
In our ordinary actions, there is not one. a) 
of 4 thouſand that concertis our ſelves ; He - 
that thou ſeeſt Scambling up the Ruines of 
that Wall , Furious , and Tranſported , a=. 
gainſt whom fo miny Harquebuze Shot are 
level'd 5: and that other all over Scars; Pale, 
and Fainting with Hunger, and yet refoly? d. 
- rather fo Dye, than to open his Gate'fo. 
Him , doft thou think that rheſe-Men are 
there upon: their own account? No perad-, 
yentvre in the'-behalf of 6rie whom, they - 
_ bever ſaw} and Tan” 23 concerns birnfelf 
| or 
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4j4 Seignewr de. Montaigne's Eſays: Book lf Clu 

- © for their Pains, .and\Danger, but lies Wa chei 

lowing the while in Sloath, and-Pleaſurggt y 

This other Slavering, Blear-eyed, Slovenly1 

Fellow ; that thou ſeeſt come out of hg: 

Study after Midnight, doſt thou think hg 

has been Tumbling over Books, to Leary: 

how to become a better Man, Wiſer, andy 

more Content: No ſuch matter, he with 

there end his Days , but he will teach Pos, 

ſterity the meaſure of P/autus his Verſes, and; 

the Orthography. of a Latine Word : Whg; 

qz cy,*x 1s it that does not Voluntarily exchange hig 
Health , his Repoſe, and his very Lite for 
Reputation, and Glory ? 'The'moſt Uſeleſs, 
Frivolous , and falſe Coin that paſſes curs. 

2p 4 .Yrant amongſt us: Our own Death mo 
- ſufficiently terrifie , and trouble us, let us 
moreover charge our ſelves , with thoſe of 

our Wives , Children , and Family : Our! 

own affairs do norattord us anxiety enoughy, 

let us undertake thoſe of our Neighbours! 

and Friends, {till more to break our Brains, 

« and torment us. ery 

Ter. Adel. 41122 (0a 

48. r.Sc. Yah quemquamne hominem in animum inſtitu" 
x, Parare , quod fit charius , quam ipfe aft fibi & 


Few Alas? what mortal will be ſo unwiſe _ 
Any thing dearer, than hinafelf to prize 24 


N57; x Solitude ſeems to me to have the beſt pre- 
| fence, In Juch 65 bave already eaplayods 
| | ' ner? 


© © 
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active and flouriſhing age in the 


wag = tvice; by the exemple of Thales. 
I or have lived enough for others, let us at 


'Live ,out the {mall Remnant of Life 
for our Selves; let us now_call in our 
Thoughts and Intentions to our r Selves, 
and to our own Eafe, and Repoſe : "Tis no 
light thing: to make a ſure Retreat, it will 
be enough to do without mixing other En- 

rizes, and Defigns, ſince God gives us 

re to. prepare tor, and to order our re- 
move, let us make Ready , Truſs out 
Baggage , take leave betimes of the Com- 
pany ; let us difentangle our ſelves from 
' thoſe violent importunities that engage us 
elſewhere, and ſeparate us from our Selves : 
BE We muſt hommknntnng the Knot of our Obligati- 


OS, ISI ee Se Wn nn Oo on 
- 
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» 


ow ſtrong ſoever, and hereaftef Love 
or that ; but ut eſponſe nothing , but 


our. Selves : That is tc is to fay, let the remaind- | 


© &r-be our own , but not ſo join'd , and fo 
Cloſe, as not to be forc'd away without flay- 
10g us, or tearing part of the whole piece. 
The greateſt thing in the World is for a 
Manto know that he is his own : "Tis time 
to' wean onr Selves from Society , when 
we can no more add any thing to it ; and 
| Wo. is not in a Condition to Lend , muſt 


mlelf ro Borrow. Our Fe Forces be- 

| gr fail us; and are of no more uſe for 
oretign let us call them un , and 
He that can with- 
It 


Offices ; 
| Lock them up at Home : He 
F 
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* : World, let him' do it : le: thirdeny of Nat 
a \*29. ure, which renders him Uſeleſs,” Burthen 
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| £Effays.: Boll ahi 
itt himſelf caſt 'off, and Disband the Offs hing 
of ſo many Friendſhips, and:that tumulty vt 
Converſation he has contracted in the buf Io 


: 
"2 


ſome, and importunate to' others, 'let hin 
have a care of being uſeleſs, Burrhenſony 
and importunate to himſelf: Let him 


®) Sooth, and Careſs himſelf, and above M,,7 
things be fure to Govern himſelf. with ReſWy..y 
verence to his Reaſon”, and Conſcience aff ge 


x) 


CA EI 


that Degree ; as to be aſham'd to makeaſigr 
lalſe Step in their Preſence. Raram eft eninl, 1 
#t ſatis ſe quiſque vereatur. For 'tis. rarthſl g 
feen that \Men have Reſpect, and ReverentM,c, 
enough for themſelves. Socrates ſays, that ca, 
Boys are to.cauſe tzemſelves to be Inſtru&;« 
ed, Men to Exerciſe themſelves in well dv ;, 
ing,, and Old Men to retire:from all Civil, £ 
and Military employments, .hving, at their 
own Diſcretion , without the: Obligation ;; 
to any certain Office. There are ſom 
Complexions more. proper for theſe Pre 
cepts of Retirement,than others, ſuch: asar 
of a Soft and: Faint apprehenſion , and:of 4 
tender Will, and Aﬀection, -as T am , wil 
ſooner encline to this: Advice, than Active 
and Buſy Souls ; which embrace all , ers 
gage in all,- and are Hot upon' every thing, 
who offter preſent, and-give themſelves up 
to every -occaſion. We are to ſerve. out 
ſelves with theſe accidental; and extraneous 
| things ; | 
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; thip:38, Seignear de Montaigne's Eſſays”. 437 - 

"IE hinps ;' fo; far as they are pleaſant tous, 

"Wit: by no means to lay our principal Foun- 

MWation there. This is no true one, neither 

"Nature, nor-Reaſon, can allow it fo to he, 

T:nd why therefore ſhould we contrary to 

their Laws, enſlave our own contentment, 

bygiving itinto the power of another : To « p47. ve 
Wanticipatealſo the accidents of Fortune, and 
to deprive; our {elves of thoſe things we 
have in' our own power , as ſeveral have 
done upon the account of Devotion, and 
ſome Philoſophers by diſcourſe ; to ſerve A... ; 
a Mans ſelf, to lye hard, to put out our at 
own Eyes, throw Wealth into the River, 

and to ſeek-out Grief, (the one by the un- 

ezfineſs, and miſery of this Life, to pre- 

tend ro: bliſs in another ; the other by lay- 

ing themſelves low to avoid the Darga 

falling) are _a&ts of an exceſſive Natal - 
The Stouteſt, and molt obſtinate Natures, 
render ' even their moſt obſtruce retire- 


ments Glorious, and Exemplary. mg I. 
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— —tuta, © paroula laudo, 

Cum res dificiunt, ſatis inter vilia fortis : 
Verum ubi quid melius contigit, et unftius 
Fos ſapere, & ſolos aio bene vivere , quorum 
Conſpiciturwitidis fundata pecunia villis. (iden 


Where plenty fails, 
A ſecure competency I like well, 
And love the Man diſaſter cannot quell 
Fi; But 


41s Seigneur de Montaignes Efays. Bogke'ty 
” *' But when goodFortune with a liberal hand 
Her gifts beſtows; thoſe Men I underfſtan{ 


«+ 


Alone happy to live, and to be Wiſe, ' *! 


Whoſe Money does in neat built Villa's rife ” 

FOES ESQ a3 Wall 
A A great deal leſs would ſerve my turn wel jo 
þ £ 4x enough. **'Tis enough for me under For. ©© 

- tunes favour to prepare my ſelf for her Dif G 

, grace, and being at my eaſe to repreſent to © 


my felt, as far as my imagination can 
x) Stretch, the ill to come ; aswe do at Juſks a 


with Liberality, and Moderation, I ſee the 
pro) utmoſt Limits of Natural neceſſity , and 
/ —— DT: x 
conliidering a Poor Man Begging at my 


Door , oft-times more Jocund', and more 
Healthy than I my felfam , I put my. {elf 


into his place, and attempt to dreſs my 
Mind after his Mode ; and running in like 
x) manner over other examples, though I far- 
cy Death, Poverty, Contempt, and Sick- 
neſs treading on my Heels , I eaſtly reſolve 
not to be attrighted , foraſmuch as a leſs 
than I takes them with ſo much Patience, 
andeam not willing to believe that a leſs 


_— 


x5 + .- 
L + . 
: _—_ £ » 
3; £3 
— 7 "of &S 
: : ; 


if or that the effects of pre cept cannot arrive 
tent with my ſelf; and the Condition where- 
they fear ſo much the leſs,” becauſe they 
| fing one, otherwiſe 'tis to no purpoſe at all E 


Conantur f1bi res, non ſe ſubmittere rebus. 


38. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays: 435 
erſtanding can do more than a greater ; 1 


to a5 preat a height, as thoſe of Cuſtom :- 
And knowing of how uncertain duration 
theſe accidental conveniences are, TI never 
forget, in the height of all my enjoyments, 
to make it my cheifeſt Prayer to Almighty 
God, that he will pleaſe to render me con- 


in I am. I fee ſeveral Young Men very 
Gay, and Frolick; who nevertheleſs keep 
a Maſs of Pills in their Trunck at home, . 
to take when the Rhume ſhall fall, which 


think they have Remedy at hand: Every 
one ſhould do the fame, and moreover if 
they find themſelves fubjett to ſome more 
violent Diſeaſe, ſhould furniſh themſelves 
with fuch Medicines as may Numme and 
Stupifie the part : The employment a Man 
thould chooſe for a Sedentary Life, ought 
neither to be a Laborious , nor anunplea- 


n jerr* 


to be retird, and this depends upon every 
ones liking , and humour ; mine has no 
manner of complacency for Husbandry, 
and ſuch as Love it, ought to apply them- 
ſelves to it with Moderation. 


24) 4 


Hore Ep. 1. 


A Man ſhould to himſelf his Buſineſs fit, 
But ſhould not to Afﬀairs himſelf ſubmit. 
Ff 4 Husbandry 
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| _ \27;,"'* Husbandry is otherwiſe a very Servile Emp 
f ployment, . as Saluſt tells us ; though ſome 


parts of it are more excufable than the reſt, | Sc 
as the Care of Gardens, which Zenophiy Y + 


; attributes to Cyrus ; and a mean may be Þ} Is 

Ve f,Nound out betwixt Sordid and Homely Af. F 
L fection, To full of perpetual Solitude, which 

is ſeen in Men who make it their entire Þ 1 

Buſineſs and Study, and that ſtupid and YI « 

extream Negligence , letting all things go Þ | 

, at Random, we ſee in others. .* | 


Hor. Ep.12. Democriti pecus edit agellos, 
| Cultaque, dum peregre eſt animus fine corpore 
| wvelox. 

Democritus his Cattle ſpoils his Corn, 

2 Whilſt he from thence on Fancy's Wings is 

A | ( born. 

5 But let us hear what Advice the Younger 

* caninizs Pliny gives his Friend * Cornelius Rufus, 

R4Jjus- * upon the Subject of Solitude ; I adviſe 
thee, in the plentiful Retirement wherein 
thou art, to leave to thy Hinds, and infe- 
riour Servants, the Care of thy Husban» 
dry, and to addict thy ſelf to the Study of 
Letters, to extract from thence ſomething 
that may be entirely and abſolutely thine 
own. By which, he means Reputation ; 
like Cicero, who fays, that he would em- 
ploy his Solitude and Retirement ; from 
Publick Afairs, to acquire by his Writings 
in Immortal Life. | g 

ied: (ins ——Tſque 


7 '£ | ap.39. Sergneur | de Montaigne's Eſſay Ss, 
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Is all thy Learning nothing, * unleſs thou, - 
That thou art Knowing, make all others 
| f5 : (know? 
It appears to be reaſon, when* Man talks 
of Retiring trom the World, that he ſhould 


' look quite-out of himſelf; Thele do it but 


by halves. They deſign well enough for 
themſelves, .tis true, when they ſhall be 
no more in it ; but ſtill they pretend. to 
extract the fruits of that Deſign from the 
World, when abſented from it, by a Ridi- 
culous Contradidtion. The Imagination 
of thoſe who ſeek Solitude, upon the ac- 
count of Devotion, filling their Hopes 
with certainty of Divine Promiſes in the 
other Life, is much more rationally found- 
ed. They propoſe to themſelves God, an 
infinite Objet in Goodneſs and Power. 
The Soul has there wherewithal , at full 
liberty, to fatiate her Deſires. Afflictions 
and Sufferings turn to their advantage, be- 
ing undergone for the acquiſition of an e- 
ternal Health, and everlaſting Joys. Death 
is to be wiſh'd and long'd for, where it is 
the paſſage to ſo perfect a Condition. 


| And the Tartneſs of theſe ſevere Rules 


they impoſe upon themſelves, is immedi- 
ately taken away by Cuſtom, and all their 
: Carnal 


441. 


#1 === Oſque adeane ( ter ? per.Sa. 1. 
f Scire thum nthil eft, nift te: ſcire hoc ſciat af- 


| cz 8z 


4 442 Seigneur de Montaigne's Bfaye, 'Book} £ 
Carnal Appetites baffled and fubdu'd, by} ;; 
refuſing to humour and feed them ; they 


= 
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being only ſupported by uſe and exerciſe, 
This ſole end therefore, of another hap 
and immortal Life, -is that which reall 
merits, that we ſhould abandon the Pleas 
fures and Convenientes of this. And who 


£ AE i can really and conſtantly enflame his Soul 


with the Ardour of this Lively Faith and 
Hope, does ered for himſelf in this Soli- 
| tude, a more Voſuptuous and Delicious 
Life, than any other fort of Living whate- 


ver: Neither the end then, nor the means 
' of this Advice of Pliny, pleaſes me,' for 


we often fall out of the Frying-pan into 


ap In Ki the Fire. This Book Employment is as 


F 
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painful as any other, and as great an Ene- 
my to Health, which ought to be the firſt 
thing in every Man's proſpe& ; neither 
ought a Man to be allur'd\ with the plea- 
ſure of it, which is the ſame that deſtroys 
the Wary , Avaricious, Voluptuous and 
Ambitious Men. The Wiſe give us Cau- 
tion enough, to beware the Treachery of 


— TC 


our Deſires, and to diſtinguiſh true and en- 


tire Pleaſures, from ſuch as are mixd and 
complicated with greater Pain. For the 
greateſt part of Pleaſures, ( ſay they, ) 
Wheedle and Careſs, only to ſtrangle us, 
like thoſe Thieves the Egyptians call'd Phi- 
liſte ; and if the Head-Ach ſhould come 
before Drunkenneſs, we ſhould have Rs 
0 
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" I Chap i: 38. . Seigneur de Montdigne's Efſays. | 443 
by of Drinking* too much : but Pleafure to 


deceive us, Marches before, and conceals 
her Train. Books are pleaſant, but if by 
being over Studious, we impair our Health, 
and fpoil our good Humour , /two of the 
beſt Pieces we have/, let us give it over ; 


# 


fr , T for my part /am one of thoſe who 
think, that no Fruit deflv'd from them, can 


- 
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recompence ſo great a Loſs. As Men who « 


feel themſelves Weakned by a long Series 
of Indiſpoſition, give themſelfes up at laſt 
to the Mercy of Medicine, and ſubmit to 
certain Rules of Living , which they are 
for the future never to Tranfſgreſs ; ſo he 
who Retires, weiry of, and diſguſted, 
with the common way of Living , ought 
to Model this new One he enters into, by 
the Rules of Reaſon, and to Inſtitute and 
Eſtabliſh it by Premeditation, and after the 
beſt Method he can contrive. He ought 
to have taken leave of all forts of T.abour, 
what advantage ſoever he may propoſe to 
himſelf by it, and generally to have ſha- 
; ken off all thoſe Paſſions which diſturb the 
Tranquility of Body and Soul , and then 
chooſe the Way that beſt ſuits with his own 
Humour: wine brow ono mare oy umn 


,” 
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Propert.lib. 


Unuſquiſque ſua noverit ire via. 


Every one beſt doth know, 
In his own Way to go. 


Eleg. 25. « 
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and Trouble begin to mix. We are to re- 


ſerve ſo much Employment only, as is ne-- 
ceſfary to keep us in Breath, and todefend' 


us'from the Inconvethiences, that the other 
Extream, of a Dull and Stupid Lazineſs 
brings along with it. There are ſome Ste- 
ril, Knotty Sciences, and chiefly. Ham- 
mer'd out for the Crow'd ; let ſuch be left 
to them =_ are Engag'd in yo Publick 
Service ; I for my part care for no other 
Books, but either = 45 are pleaſant and 


—_— 


a TE ge rene — 


eaſe, to delight me, or thoſe, that com- 


fort and inſtruct me, how to Regulate my: 


Life and Death. 


Tacitum ſylvas inter reptare ſalqhres, ( eft. 


Curantem quidquid dignum ſapiente bonoque - 


Silently Meditating in the Groves, 


What beſt, a Wife and Honeſt Man behoves. 


Wiſer Men propoſe to themſelves a Repoſe 
wholely Spiritual, as having great force 
and vigour of Mind : but for me, who 
have a very ordinary Soul, I find it very 


neceſſary, to ſupport my ſelf with Bodily 


Conveniences ; and Age having. of late 
depriv'd me of thoſe Pleaſures that were 
C m oft 


| Seigneur de Montaigne's'Efays: - Book I) | 
In Menagery, Study, Hunting, and allios. 
| ther Exerciſes, Men are to procced to the' 


utmoſt limits-of Pleaſure, but muſt take 
heed of engaging further, where Solitude! 
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7+ | Chap.38. Seigntur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 445 
| moſt acceptable to me, I inſtru& and whet | 
| my _Appetite/to thoſe that remain, and 


1 1 7 
are more ſuirable to this other ſeaſon. We Eov f) 


ought ro hold with all our force, borh of 
Hands and T ceth, the uſerof the Pleaſures 
of Life, that our Years, one alter another; 
ſnatch away from us. 


£87 :C arpamius aulcia, noſtrum eft , Perſons. 
Auod wivis, cinis, & manes, & fabula fres, 55: 


Let us Enjoy>Life's Sweets, for ſhortly we, =) 
Aſhes, Pale Ghoſt's, and Fables, all ſhall be. , 


Now as to' the End, that Pliny and Cicero 
propoſe to us, of Glory ;- 'tis infinitely 
wide of my account ; for Ambition, x ap q#=y** : 
s of all other, the moſt contrary Humour | 
to Solitude ; and Glory and Repoie are 
{o..inconſiſtant, that rhey cannot poſſibly. 
Inhabit'in one and the ſame place ; and 

for ſo much as I underſtand, thoſe have ons X) | 
ly their Arms and Legs diſingag'd from the 
Crowd, their Mind and Intention remains 
engag'd behind more than ever. 


_* 


' Tur vetule auriculis alienis colliges efcas > puſer.: - 
| 4 Sat. 
Doſt thou, Old Dotard, at theſe Years, 
Gather fine Tales for others Ears ? 


'Fhey .are. only Retird to take a better 
| Leap, 


446 Soigneur deMontaigne'sBfſys: Book'p(t 
| Leap, and by a ftronger Motion, to givey fit 
brisker Charge into the Crowd. Wil you 
ſee how they ſhoot ſhort ? Let us putintd 
the Counterpoiſe the' Advice of two Philes. 
ſophers,of twovery different Seds, Writing 
the one to /domeneus, the other to. Tacils 
vs, their Friends, to Retire into Solitude 
from Worldly Honours, - and the Admini- 
ſtration of Publick Afﬀairs. You have, 
fay they, hitherto Eivd Swimming and 
Floating, come now, and Die 1n the Har-. 


&\ £ fuy 


| bour : You have given the firſt part of 
| your Life to the Light, give what remains 
| to the Shade. It 8 impoſlible to give over 
Buſineſs, if you do not alſo quit the Frait; 
and therefore diſengage your ſelves front 
- all the Concerns: of Name and Glory; 
'Tis to be feard , the Luſtre of your for: 


mer Actions will give you but too much 
Light, and follow you into your moſt pri? | 
vate, and moſt obſcure Retreat : Quit with 
other Pleafures, that which proceeds from 
the Approbation of another: And as to 
your Knowledg and Parts, never concern 
your ſelves,they will not loſe rheir effect, if 
your ſelves be ever the better for them.Re- 
2p'©c 94 member him,who being ask'd,why he took: 
ſo much Pains in an Art,that could come to - 
the Rnowledg of but fewPerſons ? A few are: Þ 
enough for me, replrd he, I have enough of #: 
one, I haveenough of never a one. He faid 
true, you, and a Companion, arg Theatre e- 
nough 
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nough: to--one another, or you to your ſelf 
[Let us be to you the whole People, and the 
thole People ro. you but one : *Tis an un- 
worthy Ambition, to think to derive 
I Glory w 2 Man's Sloath and Privacy : 
ia | You are to do like the Beaſts of Chace, 
de & who put out the Track at the entrance in- 
ni- Þ to their _ You are | on mm to cont 
e, Ef cern your ſelf, how the World talks 0 
ad | you, = how. you are to talk to vour 
r= | felf-: Retire your ſelf into. your ſelf, but 
of } firſt prepare your ſelf there yo receive your 
ns © elf. It were a folly to truſt your ſelf in 
x | your own Hands , if you cannot Govern 
t Þ yourſelf, a_Man may. as well miſcarry 
t | ny as in Company ,* till you have ren- 
7; | dred yourſelf as ſuch , as before whom 
« | you dare not Trip, and till you have a 
#4 & Baſhfulneſs and Reſpect for your ſelf, 0#- 
| ſervantur ſpecies honeſtz animo, Let juſt and 
{  honeft things be ſtill Repreſented to the Mind. 
| Preſent continually to your Imagination, 
' | Cato, Phocio and Antiſtides, in whoſe pre- 
| ſence, the Fools themſelves will hide their 
/ Faults ;, and make them Controulers of all 
your Intentions. Should they deviate 
from Vertue , your —_—_— to _ will 
| ain ſet you right ; they will keep you 
» yg the —_ AC Contented wich your 
jt: to Borrow. _—_ of any other 
your ſelf ; to reſtrain and fix your Soul in in 
| certain and | limited Thoughts , wherein 
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ſhe may pleaſe her ſelf, and -having underSpu 


ſtood the trae and real Goods,” which Mey 
the more enjoy; the more they underſtand 


to reſt ſatisfied; without defire of prolowfj 


gation of Life or Memorys This" is the 
Precept of the True and Natural Philoſs« 


phy, not of a Boaſting and Prating Philos 


ſophy, ſuch as that of tie two former. 


CHAP: XXXIX. 
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A Conſideration upon. Cicero.: 


, Ne Word more by way of Compari# 

ſon, betwixt theſe two. There are 

to be gather'd out of the Writings of. C% 
cero, and this Younger Ply, (. bur litthk 
in my opinion, reſembling his Uncle in his 


Humour, ) infinite Teſtimonies of a be 


yond meaſure, Ambitious Nature ; and a+ 
mong{t others, this for:one-,; that they: 


both, .in the fight of all the World,” ſolicite: 
the Hiſtorians of their time ;. not to forget! 
them in their Meſmoires $57 and Fortune; as 
i6-1n ſpite, has made the Vacancy of thoſe" 


Requeſts Live upon Record down to this' | 


Age of ours;,. when ſhe has long' ſince” 
Damn'd the Hiſtories themſelves: to Obli-; 
vion; But this exceeds all meanneſs of 


Spirit” 


4 a. "& Bb Be A FARAY Au 


Me were ,' to think to derive any great and 
ang living Renown from Babling and Prating ; 
even to the Publiſhing of their private 
he Letters to their Friends, and fo withal, that 
of: though fome of them were never ſent, the 
ulo-F opportunity being loſt , they nevertheleſs 
expoſe them to the light , with this wor- 

.} thy excuſe, that they were hereafter un- 
=} willing to loſe their Labours, and haye 
+} their Lacubrations thrown away. Was it 
4" Þ not very well becoming two Conſuls of 
I} Rome, Soveraign bog liramea of the Re- 
7} publick that Commanded the World , to 
Þ ſpend their time in contriving Quaint and 
} Elegant-Miſlives, thence to gain the Repu- 
i» © tation of being Criticks, in their own Mo- 
&F ther Tongues: What could a pittiful School- 
& | maſter have done worſe , whoſe trade it 
& | was to get his Living ? It the Ads of Ze- 
s | mphon , and Ceſar , had not far enough 
= F tranſcended their Eloquence , I ſcarce be- 
- | lieve they would ever have taken the pains, 
| to have writ them. They made it their 
: Þ buſineſs to recommend not their Speaking, 
' F buttheir doing, And could the perfeftion 
of eloquence have added an luſtre propor- 
tionable to the merit of a great Perſon, 
certainly Scipio, and Lelvs, had never re- 
figned the honour of their Comedies, with 

all the Juxuriences , and delicacies of the 
Latine Tongue, to an African Slave; far 
Gg that, 
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449 
} 


*. 
* 4 


9 


| g50 ASeigneur de Montaignes Effays. ' Book 


ra map 


that, that work was theirs, the Beauylhyn 
andexcellency of it do ſufficiently declarehamo 
beſides, Terence himſelf confeſſes as much, 


and 1 ſhould take it ill from any one , tha; A 


m would -diſpoſſeſs me of that belief. *Tis alk; g 
P3<-P kind of injurious Mockery , and Offence, -; 


to extol a Man for Qualities, misbecomingſ . 
his Mertir, and Condition , though other. Mr: 
| wiſe commendable in themſelves,” but-ſfuchF; 
F, as ought not however to be his chief}. 
3 Talent: As if a Man ſhould conamend zffp; 
King, for_being a good Painter, a good 
| Architect a good Marksman , or a good 
= Runner at the Ring; commendations that 
add no Honour , unleſs mentioned altoge 
ther, and in the train of thoſe that are 
more properly applicable to him, namely, I 
his Juſtice , and the Science of Governing, - 
and conduct.ng his People both in Peace, 
and War. At this rate agriculture was L 
? 
e 
t 


L 


an Honour to Cyrus, and Eloquence, and 
the knowledge of good Letters to Charle- 
maine, | have in my time known ſome, 
who by that Knack of Writing, have got 
both their Titles, and Fortune , diſown JF, 
their Apprenticeage , purpoſely - corrupt || | 
their Stile, and afte&t ignorance in ſo vul- 
gar a quality (which alſo our Nation ob- 
1crves, to be rarely ſeen in very intelligent 
hands) to ſeek a reputation by better qua 
x) glities. Demoſthenes, his Companions in the 
- Emtaſſyto Fhibp, extolling that Prince for 
Sb: | 3 Handſome, 
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Mndfome, Eloquent, . and a Stout Drinker, 
Demoſthenes reply'd , that thoſe were com- 
Hendations more proper for a Woman 2: 
Un Advocate, or a Spunge, than for a 


Tis 1;e's. | . 
ncey ' Imperet bellante prior jacentem was, 
ol | ' Lemis in hoſter, Carm. 
wg rſt let his Empire from his valour flow, 
fe then, by Mercy on a proſtrate foe. 
d 2Fris not his profeſſion to know either how 

od io Hunt, or to Dance well. 


Orabunt cauſas alii, celique meatus | | 

B& BDeſeribent radio, © fulgentia ſydera dicent. 55 —_ 

a eB Hic regere imperio populos ſciat. | 

0 Let others plead at the litigious Bar £ Ie: 
' Deſcribe the Sphears, point out each twink- 

| —_ __ | (ling Stat 

4 (Et this Man rule, a greater art by far. | 


| Plutarch fays moreover , that to appear {o x f%« eA: 
' Z excellent in theſe Tels neceilary Qualities, 
At produce Witneſs againſt a _ es 
that he has ſpent his time, and' apply'd his 
Study 111”, RR ought to have been em- 
ptoy'd in the acquiſition of more neceſſary,” 
and more uſeful things, fo that Philip King +» 
of Macedon, having'heard that Great Alex- 
axder his' Son , Sing ofice at a Feaſt to the 
Wonder, and Envy of the beſt Muſicians 
there: Art not thou' aſham'd , faid he to 
Gg2z him., 


C \3 Gr 
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' Philip a Muſician, with whom he was dif 
puting about ſome things concerning) his 


thou, that thou brav'ſt it at this rate? art 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 
him}, to Sing fo well 2 And to the ſamef|yn 


TIL 


Art: Heav'n forbid ? Sir, faid he, thatþ 
great a misfortune ſhould ever befal you, as ta 
underſtand theſe things better than 1, A 
King ſhould be able to anſwer as phicrates 
did the Orator, who preſt upon him in his 
invective after this manner : And what art 


thou a Man at Arms , art thou an Archer, 
art thou a Pike ? Tam none of all this ; but 
I know how to Command all theſe. And 
Antiſthenes took it for an argument of little 
Valour, in /menas, that he was commend: 
ed for Playing excellently well upon a Flute, I 1 
I know very well, thar when I hear any} j 
one inſiſt upon the Language of Effays, Þ þ 
E had rather a great deal he would fay no- I} } 
thing. "Tis not ſo much to elevate - the Þ} | 
Stile as to depreſs the Sence ; and ſo much Þ} 
the more oftenſively; as they do it Diſgrace- || | 
fully, and out of the Way. I am much 
acceived if many other Eſſayiſts, deliver 
more worth noting as to the matter , and 
how well, or ill ſoever, if any other Writer 
has ſtrewed them either much more Mate- 
rial, or thicker uport his Paper than my elf. 
To bring the more in, I only Muſter up 
the Heads, ſhould I annex the ſequel , I 
ſhould ſtrangely Multiply this Volume; 
And howmany Stories have 1 Scattered up 
an 
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fame amd down, in this Book, that Tonly touch 
FI apon, which ſhould any one more curiouſ- 
Sly ſearch into, they would find mitter e- 


nough to produce infinite Eſſays : Neither 
thoſe Stories, nor my allegations do always 
ſerve ſimply for Example:, Authority , or 
Ornament , I do not only regard -them for 
the uſe I make of them : They carry ſome- 
times beſides what I apply them to, the 
ſed of a more Rich, and a Bolder matter, 
and ſometimes collaterally a more delicate 
Sound both to me my ſelf, who will ex- 
preſs no more in this Place, and to others 
who ſhall happen to be of my Ear. 

But returning to the ſpeaking vertue ; 


I find no great choice betwixt, not know- &7 Oey: 


ing to ſpeak any thipg but very ill, and not 
knowing to ſpeak any thing but very well. 
Non eſt ornamentum virile concimitas. Neat= gy2c4 
neſs of Stile, 15 no Manly Ornament. The Epif. 6. 


Sages tell us, that as ro what concerns pi wy 


Knowledge , there is nothing but Pluloſo- 
phy ; and to what concerns effects , no- 
thing but vertue , that is generally proper 
toall Degrees, "and to all orders. There 1s 
ſomething like this in theſe two other Pht- 
loſophers, for they alſo promiſe Eternity , 
to'the Letters they Write to their Friends ; 
but 'tis after another manner,and by accom- 
modating themſelves, for a good end, to 
the vanity of another ; for they Write to 


them, that if the concernof making them- 
| Gg 3 ſelves 
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ſelves known to future Ages,and the Thin 
of Glory , do yet detain them in the my gu? 
nagement of publick affairs, and make thay 9 
fear the Solitude, and retirement to whi ſor 


they would perſwade them ; let them news 
trouble themſelves more about it , fora ... 
much as they ſhall have Credit enougiſ W 
with poſterity to aſſure them , that wenf| ®* 

there nothing elſe but the very Letters thu ** 
Writ to them, thoſe Letters will rende 
their names as known', and famous, x 
their own publick actions themſelves coull 
do. And beſides this difference , theſe ar 
not Idle, and empty Letters, that contain ? 
nothing but a fine Gingle of well choſa}ſ * 
Words , and fine Coucht phraſes , but 1 ' 

ther repleat , and abounding with Grave 

and Learn'd Diſcourſes , by which a Man 

may render himſelf not more Eloquett,| 

but more Wiſe, and that inſtruct us not to 

_, , ſpeak, but to do well : A way with that 
v® cy Eloquence that ſo enchants us with its Bar: 
mony , that we ſhould more Study it than 

things. Unleſs you will allow that of Cicers, 

to beof ſo Supream perfection, as to form 

a compleat Body of 1t ſelf: And of him] 

ſhall further add one Story, weread of him 

to this purpoſe , wherein his nature wil 

much more. manifeſtly be laid open to us! 

z) x Hewas to make an Oration in publick, and 
found himſelf a little ſtraightned in time; 
to fit his Words to his Mouth, as he had |; 
 .. hr 5 AY mind 


mind to do; when Eros one of his Slaves 

{brought him word , that the audience was 
a fore till the next Day, at which he was 
ſo raviſht with Joy , that he enfranchis'd 
ll him for the good news. 
Upon this ſubject of Letters, I will add 
this more to. what has been already faid , 
nll that 1t is a kind of Writing , wherein my 
Friends think Ican do ſomething ; and I am 
willing to confeſs, I ſhould rather have 
choſe to publiſh my Whimſies that way, 
out than any other , had I had to whom to 
> ar} Write ; but I wanted fuch a ſettled Corre{- 
tan pondency , as I once had to attrad& me to 
fd it, to raiſe my Fancy, and to maintain the 
12| reſt againſt me. For to Trafhck with the - 
vel Wind, as ſome others have done, and to 
ſa Forge vain Names to direct my Letters to , 
ht, ina ſerious ſubjeR, I could never do it but 
nf ina Dream, being a ſworn Enemy to ail 
at # manner of falſification; I ſhould have been 
tr | morediligent, and more confidently ſecure, 
n# had IT had a Judicious and Indulgent Friend, 
| to whom to addreſs, than thus to expoſe 
n# my {elf to various judgements of a whole 
[8 People, and I am deceiv'd if I had not ſuc- 
| 


4.4 


ceeded better : I have naturally a Comick, 
and familiar Stile ; but it is a peculiar one, 
and not proper for Publick buſineſs, but 
like the Language I ſpeak , too Compadt, 
Irregular, Abrubt, and Singular ; and asto 
Letters of Ceremony , that have no other 
Nees | Gg 4 ſubſtance, 
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CE} 
fubſtance, than a fine contexture of cows br 
teous, and obliging: Words, I am wholyl jn 
to ſeek, I have neither faculty , nor reliſh iT 
tor thoſe tedious offers of Service , and Af. fu 
tection ; I am not good riatur'd to that de. i 
gree, and ſhould not forgive my {elf | fi 
{hould.I offer more, than I intend, which & 
1s very remote from the preſent practice; iſ '\ 
for there never was fo abject, and fervikÞ r 
proſtitution of tenders of Life, Soul, Devotim, ( 
Adoration , Vaſſal , Slave , and I cannot 
teli what, as now; all which expreſſions || - 
are ſo commonly, and ſo indifterently Poſt- 
cd to' and fro by every one, and to every 
one, that when they would profeſs a great- 
er, and more reſpe&ive inclination updn 
more juſt occaſions, they have not where- 

hs ,/, Withal to exprefsit - I hate all air of Flatte- 


0 _—_—— 


turally fall into a Shy, Rough, and crude 
way of ſpeaking , that to ſuch as do not 
know me, may ſeem a little to reliſh of 

< Ndliſdain : I Honour thoſe moſt to whom 
7 9 Jlſhew the leaft Honour, and Reſpect, and 

| | Where my Soul moves with the greateſt 
_ Cheertulneſs, I eaſily forget the Ceremo- 
, nies of Look , and Geſture; I offer my 
ſelf Faintly , and Bluntly , to them whofe 
I effectually am , and tender my. ſelf the 
leaſt to him, to whom I am the- moſt de- 
voted : Methinks they ſhould read itin 
my Heart, and that my expreſſion my 

| ut. 
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-þut injure the Love I have conceived with- 

ih; To Welcome , take Leave, pive |, apx3>ec. 

8 Thanks, Accolt, offer my Service, and 

-fuch verbal Formalities, as the Laws of our | 

modern civility enjoyn, I know no Man fo 

if # ſtupidly unprovided of Language as my 

hich felf : And have never been employ'd in 

Writing Letters of Favour , and Recom- 

vik 8 mendation, that he, in whoſe behalf it was, 

om | did not think my mediation Cold, and 

not | Imperfet. The 7talians are great Printers 

ons | of Letters, I do believe I have at leaſt an 

oſt. # hundred ſeveral Volumes of them ; of all 

Ty # which, thoſe of Fannibal Caro, ſeem tome 

at- 8 to 'be the beſt: If all the Paper I have 

0 | Scribled to the Ladies all the time , when 

e- # my Hand was really prompted by my 

e- | Paſſion , were now in being , there might 

a-  Peradventure be found a Page worthy to 

le | te communicated to our young enamora- 

t | to's, that are Beſotted with that Fury. I , M4 ty 11: &" 

f | always Write my Letters Poſt, and fo pre- : 

2 cipitouſly , that though I Write an intol- 

i | lerable ill Hand, I rather chooſe to do it 

| my ſelf, than to imploy another; for I can 

* | find none able to follow me, and never 

' | tranſcribe any; but have accuſtomed the 

great ones that know me to endure my 
Blots, and Daſhes, and upon Paper without 
Fold, or Margent. - Thoſe that coſt me the 
moſt Pains., are the worſt of mine ; when 
I once begin to draw it in by Head and 

Shoulders, 


OS 
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Shoulders , tis a ſign that I am not there, 
I fall roo without premeditation, or deſign, 
the firſt word begets the ſecond, and ſo/ty 
the end of the Chapter. The Letters of 


ap 2 7/7 this Age conſiſt more in fine Foldings, and 


Prefaces, than matter; whereas I had ra- 
ther Write two Letters , than Cloſe , and 
Fold up one, andalways aflign that employ- 
ment to ſome other ; asalſo when the buſt 
neſs of my Letter is dispatcht,, I would 
with all my heart transferr 'it to another 
Hand, to add thoſe long Harangues, Offers, 
and Prayers, that we place at the Bottorn, 
and ſhould be glad that ſome new cuſtom 
would diſcharge us, of that unneceſſary 
trouble ; as alſo of ſuperſcribing them with 
a long Ribble-row of Qualities, and Titles, 
which for fear of miſtakes ,-I have ſeveral 
times given over Writing , and eſpecially 
to Men of the long Robe. There are fo 
many innovations of Offices, that 'tis hard 
to place ſo many Titles of Honour in their 
proper, and due order, which alſo being fo 
dearly bought, they are neither to be mi- 
ſtaken , nor omitted without offence. 1 
find the fame fault likewiſe with charging 


the fronts , and Title Pages of the Books 


we commit to the Preſs, with ſuch a clut- 
ter of Titles. 
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That the Reliſh of Goods, and Ewils, 
' does ina great meaſure depend up- 
0n the opinion we have of them. 


En (fays an ancient Greek Sentence) 
are tormented With the Opinions 
they have of things, and not by the things 
themſelves. It were a great Victory  ob- 
tain'd for the relief of our miſerable Hu- 


. mane Condition , could this propoſition be 


eſtabliſh'd for certain, and true throughout. 
For 1t evils have no admiſſion into us ; but 


by the judgement we our ſelves make of 


them , it ſhould ſeem that it is then 
in our own power to deſpiſe them , 
or to turn them to good. If things ſur- 
render themſelves to: our mercy, why do 
we not convert, and accommodate them to 


our advantage ? If what we call Evil , and 


Torment, is neither Evil, nor Tozment of 
it elf, but only that our Fancy gives it that 
Quality , and makes it ſo, it is in us to 


change, and alter it, and it being in our 


own choice, if there be no conſtraint upon 
us, we'mulſt certainly be very ſtrange Fools, 
to take Arms for that ſide, which is moſt 
offenſive to us, and to give Sickneſs, hep 
van 7% 
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and contempt, a nauſeous taſt , if it be in 


our power to give them a more gracefu] 
Reliſh, and if Fortune ſimply providing the 
matter, *tis for us to give it the form. Now 
that which we call Evil, is not ſo of it ſelf, 
or at leaſt to that degree that we make it; 
and that it depends upon us , to give it a- 
nother taſt or complexion, (for all comes 
to one) let us examine how that can be 
maintain'd. If the original being of thoſe 
things we fear , had power to lodge them- 
ſelves in us, by their own authority , it 
would then lodge it ſelf alike , and in like 
manner in all; for Men are all of the fame 
kind, and faving in greater, and leſs pro- 
portions , are all provided with the ſame 
utenſils and inſtruments to conceive and 
to judge ; but the diverſity of opinions we 
have of thoſe things, does clearly evidence, 
that they only enter us by compoſition : 


One particular Perſon , peradventure ad- 


mits them in their true being ; but a-thou- 
{and others give them a new, and contrary 


x) being in them. We hold Death, Poverty, 


and Grief, for our principal Enemies, but 
this Death which ſome repute , the moſt 
dreadful of all dreadful things , who does 
not know that others call it the only ſecure 
Harbour, from the Storms, and Tempeſts 
of Life 2 The Soveraign good of Nature 2 
the fole Support of Liberty, and the Com- 


- mon, and ſudden Remedy of all Evils ? And 


as 


, ons, as well as Socrates? O 
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as the one expect it with Fear, and Trem- 
bling, the other ſupport it with greater 


Eaſe than Life. 'That Blade complains of 


its facility, 


Mors utinam pavidos vite ſubducere nolles. 
Sed wvirtus te ſola daret | 
(: ſpare, 
O Death I would thou wouldſt the Coward 
That but the daring none might the con- 
| ( ferr. 


But let us leave theſe Glorious Courages. 


Theoedorus anſwer'd Lyfmachus, who threat- * 


ned to Kill him, thou wilt do a brave thing, 
ſaid he, to arrive at the force of a Cantha- 
rides. The greateſt part of Philoſophers 
are obſerv'd to have either purpoſely pre- 
vented, or haſtned, and aſſiſted their own 
Death, How many ordinary people do + 
we ſee led to Execution, and that not to a 
ſimple Death, but mixt with Shame, and 
ſometimes with grievous Torments, appear 
with fuch aſſurance, what through obſtina- 
cy, or natural ſimplicity , that a Man can 
diſcover no change from their ordinary 
condition ? Setling their Domeſtick affairs , 
recommending them to their Friends , 
Singing, Preaching , and Diverting the 
People ſo much , as ſometimes to Sally in- 
to. Jeſts , and to Drink to their Compani- 
he 
were leading to the Gallows , told them 
| they 
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they muſt not- carry. him through ſuch 4 

. Street, leſt a Merchant.that lived there, 
ſhould Arreſt him by the way , for an old 
Debr. Another told the Hangman , he 
muſt not touch his Neck , for tear of ma- 
king him Laugh he was ſo Tickliſh. Ano- 
ther anſwer'd his Confeſlor, who promiſed 
him he ſhould that day Sup with our Lord, 
Do you go then,/aid he, in my Room 7 for 
F for my part keep faſt to day. Another 
havingcalld for Drink , and the Hangman 
having Drank firſt, faid he would not Drink 
after him ,} for fear of catching the Pox. 
Every body has. heard the Tale of the P:- 
card, to whom being upon the Ladder they. 
preſented a Whore, telling him (as our 
Law does ſometimes permit) that if he 
would Marry her, they would fave his Lite, 
he having a while conſidered her, and per- 
ceiving that ſhe Halted, Come tye up, tye 


low Cheeks, and too ſharp a Noſe. . A Ser- 
vant at Tholouſe being accus'd of Hereſie,: 
for the ſumm of his Belief, referr'd himſelf 
to that of his Maſter , a young Student 
Priſoner with him, chooſing rather to dye, 
than ſuffer himſelf to be perſwaded , = 

$ 
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his Maſter could err. We read that of the 


inhabitants of Arras, when Lewis the ele- 


venth took that City , a great many let 
themſelves be Hang'd , rather than they 


46} 
X) 


would fay , God Save the King. And a- + 


mongſt that mean-ſoul'd race of Men, the 
Buffoons, there having teen ſome , who' 
would not leave their Fooling at the very 
'moment of Death. He that the Hangman 
turn'd off the Ladder cry'd , Launch the 
Galley, an ordinary fooliſh ſaying of his ; 
and the other, whom at the point of Death 
his Friends having laid upon a Pallet before 


the Fire ; the Phyſician asking him where 


— 


tis Pain Tay, betwixt the Bench and the 
Fire, faid he, and the Prieſt , to give him 
the extream Unction, Groping tor his Feet, 
which his Pain had made him pull up to 
him. , you will find them, faid he, ar the 
end of my Legs. To one that being preſent 
exhorted him to recommend himſelt to God, 
why who goes thither ? faid he ; and the 
other replying, it will preſently be your 
ſelf, if it be his good pleaſure ; would I 
were.ſure to be there by to morrow Night, 
faid he ; do but recommend your ſelf to him 
faid the other , and you will ioon be there - 
I were beſt then, ſaid he, to carry my re- 
gommendations my ſelf. In the Kingdom 
of Narſimgya to this day, the Wives of their 
Prieſts, are buried alive with the Bodies. of 


their Husbands ; all other Wives are burnt- 


at 
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at their Husbands Funerals, which alſo they 
do not only conſtantly , but chearfully un. 
X) dergo : At the death of their King ,  hig 
Wives, and Concubines , his Favourites, 
all his Officers, and Domeſtick ſervants, 
which make up a great number of people; 
preſent themſelves fo chearfully to the Fire, 
where his Body is burnt, that they ſeem to 
take it for a ſingular honour, to accompa- 


ny their Maſter in death. During our late 


2z«£1+: War of Milan, where there hapned ſo many 


takings, and re-takings of Towns, the peo- 
ple impatient of ſo many various changes 
of Fortune, took ſuch a reſolution to dye, 
that I have heard my Father ſay, he there 
faw a Liſt taken of five and twenty Maſters 
of Families, that made themſelves away in 
. one weeks time : An accident ſomewhat 


reſembling that of the Zanthians, who be-. 


ing beſieg'd by Brutus, precipitated them- 
ſelves, Men, Women, and Children, into 
ſuch a furious appetite of dying, that no- 
thing can be done to evade death, they did 
not put in practice to avoid life; inſomuch, 
_ that Brutus. had much ado to ſave but a 


S£t\ 


of that valiant Oath, that Greece took, and 


obſerv'd in the Median War, was that every | 


one ſhould ſooner exchange life for death, 


than their own Laws for thoſe of Perfta. 
What 


ORR. 
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What a World of people do we ſee in the 
Wars betwixt the Zurks, and the Greeks, 
rather embrace a cruel death, than to un- 
circumciſe themſelves to admit of Baptiſm ? 
Anexample of which no ſort of Religion is 
incapable. The Kings of Caſtile , having 
Baniſht the Fews out of their Dominions, 
John King of Portugal in conſideration of 
eight. Crowns a Head, fold them a retire- 
ment into his, tor a certain limited time ; 
upon condition, that the time pertixt co« 
ming to expire, they ſhould be gone; and 
he to furniſh them with Shipping, to tran- 
ſport them into Africk. The limited day 
came, which once lapsd, they were given 
tounderſtand, that ſuch as were afterwards 
found in the Kingdom ſhould remain 
Slaves : Veſſels were very flenderly provi- 
ded, and thoſe who embarkt in them were 
rudely, and villanouſly uſed by the Seamen, 
who beſides other indignities, kept them 
cruiſing upon the Sea, one while forwards, 
and another backwards, till they had 
ſpent all their proviſions, and were con- 
ſtrain'd to buy of them at ſo dear rates, 
and fo long withal, that they ſet them not 
on Shoar, till they were all {tript to the 
very Shirts. The news of this inhumane 
uſage, being brought to thoſe who remain- 
ed behind , the greater part of them reſol- 
ved upon Slavery , and ſome made a ihew 
of changing Religion. Emanuel the ſuccef-, 
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for of Fohn; Leing come to. the Crown, 
firſt ſet them at likerty ; and afterwards 
altering his mind, orderd them to depart 
his Country, aſſigning three Ports for their 
paſſage. Hoping (fays the Biſhop Oforiu, 
no contemptible Latin Hiſtorian of thek 


later times ) that the favour of the ]iberty 


he had given them, having faild of con- 
vert nz them to Chriſtianity ; yet the diff 
eulry of committing themſelves to the mer- 
cy of the Mariners, and of abandoning a 
Country they were now ' habituated to, 
and were grown very rich in, to go, and 
expoſe themſelves in ſtrange and unknown 
Regions, would certainly do tt : But find- 
ing himfelf decziv'd in his expectation, and 
that they were all reſolved upon the Voy- 
age ; he cut-off two of the three Ports he 
had promiſed them, to the end, that the 
length and incommodity of the paſſage, 
might reduce foine ; or that he might have 
opportunity,by crouding them all into one 
place ,' the more conveniently to execute 
what he had deſigned ; which was to force 


all the Children under fourteen years of 


Age, from the Arms of their Fathers and 
Mothers, to tranſport them from their ſight 


and converſation, into a place where they 
might be inſtructed, and brought up in our 
Religion. He fays that this produc'd a moſt | 
horrid SpeQtacle : The natural affection 
betwixt the Parents and- their —_ 
| | and 


— * 
_ 
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and moreover their Zeal to their ancient 
Belief, contending againſt this violent De- 


- cfree. Fathers and Mothers were com- 


monly feen making themſelves away, and 
by a yet much. more Rigorous Example, 
precipitating out of Love and Compaſſion, 
their young Children into Wells and Pits, 
to avoid the Severity of this Law. As to 
the remainder of them, the time that had 
been prefix'd being expird, for want of 
means to tranſport them, they again re- 
turn'd into Slavery. Some alſo turn'd. 
Chriſtians, upon whoſe Faith, as alfo that” 
of their Poſterity, even to this Day, which. 
is a Hundred Years ſince, few Portuzaeſe 
cafi yet relie or bEelieve them to be real. 
Converts ; though Cuſtom, and length of 
time, are much more powerful Counſel- 
lors in ſuch Changes, than all other Con- 
ſtraints whatever. In the Town of Ca/tle- 
nau-Darry, . Fifty Hereticks, Albegzeors, at 
one time ſuffer'd themſelves to be Burnt 
alive in one Fire, rather than they would 


renounce their Opinions. Quoties non mos Cicers. 


Ho duftores noſtri, wit Cicero, ſed univerſi e- 
tiam exercitus , ad non dubiam mortem con- 
currerunt « How oft., have not only our 
Leadegs, but whole Armies, run to a cer- 
tain and apparent Death. I have ſeen an 
intimate Friend of. mine, -run headlong up- 
on Death with a real affe&tion , _ and that 
Was rooted in his heart by divers plauſtble. 

ROS . Argu- 
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Arguments, which he would neyer permit 
me to diſpoſſeſs him of, upon the firſt Hg 
nourable occaſion that offer'd 'it ſelf to 


him, to precipitate himſelf into it, with- 


out any manner of viſible reaſon, with an 
obſtinate and ardent defire of Dying. We 


4X have ſeveral Examples of our own times of 


thoſe , even fo much as to little Children, 
who for fear of a Whipping, or ſome ſuch 
little thing, have diſpatchd themſelves, 
And, what ſhall we not fear ( ſays one of 
the Ancients to that purpole,) if we dread 


' that, which Cowardize it ſelf has choſen 


for 1ts Reſuge 2 Should I here produce x 
tedious Catalogue of thoſe of all Sexes and 
Conditions, and of all forts, even in the 
moſt happy Ages, who have either with 
great Conſtancy look'd Death: in the Face, 
or voluntarily ſought it ; and fought it 
not only to avoid the Evils of this Lite, but 
ſome, purcly to avoid the Saciety of Li- 
ving ; and others, for the hope of a better 


Condition cl{ewhere , I ſhould never have 


done. Nay, the Number is fo infinite, 
that-in truth, I ſhould have a better Bar- 
e210 0n't,toreckon up thoſe who have fear 
it-Fhis one therejore ſhall ſerve for all: Pyr- 
tho the Philolopher , being one Day in a 
Boat, in a very great Tempeſt, ſhew'd to 
thoſe he ſaw the moſt Afrighted about 
him, and encouragd them by the Exam- 
ple of a Hog, that was there, nothing, at 

all 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book], 


4m wo wc. 


X- 


Ss © Strona tro. h__ , 


«LRN Pike Sabo 
- bo Et HS 
- «A Fx * 


/ Chap.40. Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſays. 469 \ 
all concern'd at the Storm. Shall we then x 64.2p'e*" 


H o ————_ — 
7 dare to fay , that this advantage of Rea- 
th. ſon, of which we ſo much Boaſt, and up- 


on the account of which, we think our 

We # elves Maſters and Emperours , over the 

— || reſt of the Creatures, was given us for a 

Torment 2 To what end ſerves the Know- r:) | 


—— 


"| ledg of thin s, if 1t renders us more Un- 

manly 2 If we loſe the Tranquility and 
of | Repoſe we ſhould enjoy without 1t ? And 
24 | 'f_it put us intoa worſe Condition , than 
- | Pyrrhos Hog ? Shall we employ the Un- 
derſtanding, that was conferrd upon us 
-1 | for our greateſt Good, to our own Ruine? 


Setting our ſelves againſt the deſign of Na- 


n ture, and the univerſal Order of things, 
. which intend, that every one ſhould make 
+ | uſe of the Faculties, Members and Means, 
+ | he has, to his own beſt Advantage > But it 
| may peradventure be Objected againſt me; 
- | Your Rule is true enough, as to what con- 
. | cerns Death: But what will you fay of 


Neceſſity 2 What will yon moreover ſay 
' | of Pain, that Ariffippus, ieronimus, and 
| | almoſt all the Wiſe Men, have reputed tlic 
worſt of Evils 2 And thoſe who have de- 
ny'd it by word of- Mouth, did however 
confeſs it in Effects ? Poſſtdonius being ex- 
treamly Tormented with a ſharp and pain- 
ful Diſeaſe, Pompeius came to Vilit him, - 
excuſing himſelf, that he had taken ſo un- 
ſeafonable a time to come to hear him dif- 
Hhyz courſe 
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courſe of Philoſophy ; God forbid , aid 
Poſſidonius to-him again, that Pain ſhould 
ever have the power to hinder me from 
talking, ,and thereupon fell imediately up- 
on a diſcourſe of the Contempt of Pain : 

But in the mean time, his own Infirmity 
was playing 1ts part, and plagu'd him to 
the purpoſe ; ; to which he Cry'd out, thou' 
may'ſt work thy Will Pain, and Torment 
me with all the power thou haſt, but thou 
ſhalt never make me ſay, that thou art an 
Evil. This Story that zthey make ſuch a 
Clutter witha), what is there in it, I fain 
would know, to the Contempt of Pain} 
It only Fights it with Words, and in the 
mean time, it the Shootings and Dolours 
he ſelt, did not move him, why did he in- 
terrupt his Diſcourſe > Why did he fancy, 


| he did ſo great a thing, in forbearing to 


confeſs it an Evil 2 All does not here CON- 
fiſt in the Imagination, our Fancies may 
work upon other things : But this here is 
a certain Science that is playing its part, of 
which our Senſes themſelves are judg. 


Qi nifi ſunt veri, ratio quoque falſa fit on 
Which if it be not here moſt true ; 
romer it ſelf muſt be falſe t00. 


". a Po- 
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|] a Potion of Aloes is Graves Wine, Pyr- o 
rho's Hog is here in the fame Predicament. -- ) 
with us ; he is not afraid of Death, *tis 

true, but if you Beat him, he will Cry out 

to ſome purpoſe : Shall we force the ge» q< >= i 
neral Law of Nature, which in every Lt- 

ving Creature under Heaven , is ſeen to | 
Tremble under ,Pain 2 The very Trees 
ſeem to Groan under the Blows they re- 
ceive. Death 1s only telt by Diſcourſe, for- 
aſmuch as it is the motion of an in» 
ſtant. 


Aut fuit, aut veniet, nibil eft preſentis in illa, ovid.Etiſt. 
Morſque minus pane, quam mora mortis habet, 4d. 


Death's always paſt, . or coming on, in this 
There never any thing ot preſent 1s : 
And the delays of Death more paintul are, 
Than Death it ſelf, and Dying is by tar. 


A Thouſand Beaſts, a Thouſand Men, are 
ſooner Dead than Threatned, That allo 
which we principally pretend to Fear in 
Death, is Pain, the ordinary tore-runner 
of it; Yet, if we may believe a Holy Fa- x &< 2% 
ther, Malam mortem non facit, nift quod ſe- 
quitur mortem. Nothing makes Death E- 
yil, but what follows it. And I ſhould 
yet fay more probably, that neither that 
wich goes hi. nor-that which follows | 
after, are at all the appendants of Death : 
U- | H h 4 Ws 
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We excuſe our ſelves falſely. And I fin nt 
rc1< of )by experience, that it js rather the impaty 
ence of the Imagination of Death , tha and 
makes us impatient of Pain ; and that we} 
find it doubly grievous, as it Threatens wIDe 
with Death. But Reaſon accuſing owſs£ 
Cowardize, for fearing a thing ſo ſudden, ſup 
ſo inevitable, and fo infenfible, we take theÞY at 


other as the more excuſable pretence. All 


eo ren rn— 


0,5) ills that carry no other danger along with 


them, but ſimply the Evils themſelves, we 
deſpiſe as things of no danger. 'The Tooth 
Ach, or the Gout, as painſul as they are, 
being yet not reputed Mortal, who reckons 
them im the Catalogue of Diſeaſes? But let 
e.co=;)us preſuppoſe, that in Death we principal 
ly regard the Pain, as alſo, there is no- 
thing ro be tear'd in Poverty, but the Mi- 
jeries it brings along with it, of Thirſt, 
Hunger, Cold, Heat, Watching, and the 
other Inconveniences it makes us ſuffer, 
yet {till we have nothing to do with any 


thing but Pain. I will grant, and very 
willingly, that it is the worſt Accident of 
our Being, ( for I am the Man upon Earth, 
that the moſt Hates, and avoids it, conft- 
dering, that hitherto I thank God I have 
r-) had fo little Traffick with it, ) bur ſtill ir 
P/ 1Sinus, if not to annihilate, at leaſt, to 


A roman 


Teſſen it by Patience, and though the Body 
ſhould Mutiny, to Maintain the Soul ne- 


. yertheleſs in a good Temper. And were 
| | it 


not ſo, who had ever given Reputation 


and Reſolution 2 where were their parts 
to be plaid, if there were no Pain to. be 


isgreedy of danger. Were there no lying 
upon the hard ground, noenduring, arm'd 
at all pieces, the Meridional Heats, no 
feeding upon the fleſh of Horſes, and Aſ- 
fes, no ſeeing a Man's ſelf hack'd and 
hew'd to pieces, no ſuffering a Bullet to be 
pull'd - out from amongſt the ſhatter'd 
Bones, the ſticking up , cauteriſing, and 
fkearching of Wounds, by what means 
were the advantage we covet to have over 
the Vulgar to be acquir'd 2 Tis far from 
flyiffg Evil and Pain , what the Sages fay, 
that of - Actions equally good, a Man 
ſhould moſt covet to perform that wherein 


there is greater Labour and Pain. Non ef/ Cicero de 


fin. 1. 2. 


enim hilaritate, mec laſcivia, nec riſu, aut 
foco comite levitaris, ſed ſwpe etiam triſtes 
firmitate, & conſtantia ſunt beati. For Men 


are not only happy by Mutth and Wanton- 
neſs, neither by Laughter and Jeſting, the 
Companion of Levity : But oft times, the 
Graver and more Melancholick ſort of 
Men, reap Felicity from their Steadineſs 
and Conſtancy. And for this reaſon, it 
has ever been impoſlible to perſwade our 
Fore-fathers, but that the Victories obtain'd 
by dint of Force, and the hazard of War, 
| | were 


Defi'd 2 Awvida eft periculi virtus, Vertue Semece. 
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were ſtill more Honourable , than thoſe 


perform'd in great Security, by Stratagemlyio! 
or Practice. ys 
( ftu W112 


Luc. lib. 9. T,ptius ft , quoties magno fibi conſtat howwhy 


( pear ſſÞef 
ar >Fx*<g)A handſome Act more handſome does aþs her 
y how much more it coſt the doer dear. ſhot 

AC 
FU F)Beſides, this ought to be our comfort, that 
T naturally, 1f the Pain be violent, *tis but 


Cicero. 


ou 
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vita, quum ea non placeat tanquam e theatro 
exeamus, Remember, that great ones are 
terminated by Death, that ſmall, have long 
Intermiſſions of Repoſe, and - that we are. 
Maſters of the moderate fort : ſo that, if 
tollerable, we may bear them, if not, we 
can go out of Life, as from a Theatre, 
where the Entertainment does not pleaſe 
Xx) x us ; that which makes us ſuffer Pain with 
ſo much.Impatience, is the not being ac- 
cultomed to repoſe our chiefeft Content- 
ment in the Soul, that we do not enough. 
| | | relic 
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Thoj ele upon her who is the ſole and ſove- 
2gemWzion Miſtreſs of our Condition. The Bo- 
Ay, faving in greater or lefs proportion, 
ftunhas but one and the fame Bent and Bias ; 
houflyhereas the Soul is variable into all forts 
pear of forms ; and ſubjects to her ſelf, and to 
S 2þ-Mher own Empire, all things whatſoever ; 
lea, both the Senſes of the Body, and all other 
Accidents : and therefore it is, that we 


that ough t to ſtudy her, to enquire into her, 
but Þ and to roge up all her powerful Faculties. . 


There is neither Reaſon, Form , nor Pre- 
ſcription, that can any thing prevail againſt 
her Inclination and Choice ; of ſo many 
1, | Thoufands of Biaſles that ſhe has at her dil- 
It, F poſal, let us give her one proper to our re- 
of poſe and conſervation, and then we ſhall 
4» not only be ſhelter'd and fecurd from all 
i: Þ manner of Injury and Offence, but more- 
e Þ over gratified and oblig'd, if we will, with 
0. | Evils and Offences. She makes her profit 
e | indifferently of all things. Errour and 


Dreams ſerve her to good uſe, as a Loyal 
matter to Lodg us in Safety and Content- 
ment. 'Tis plain enough to be ſeen, that 
'tis the ſharpneſs of our Conceit, that gives 
the Edg to our Pains and Pleaſures. Beaſts 
that have no ſuch thing, leave to their Bo- 
dies their own free and natural Sentiments, 
and conſequently, in every kind very near 
the ſame, as appears by the reſembling Ap- 
plication of their Motions, If we would 

Eq | nee 


f 


9.40. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. 475 


—— 


— 


_ 7 G2, 


" 4 ta CH: _ », "1 
Ot £'vL R414) ms MF, ww 


476 Stigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. Bookti*® 
not diſturb, in our Members, the Juriſh'= 
ion that appertains to them in this , % 
to be believed. it would be the better fy of 
us, and that Nature has given them a ju ba 
and moderate Temper , both to Pleafi - 
and Pain ; neither can it fail of being Juk, he 
being Equal, and Common. But ſeein 
we have Enfranchis'd our ſelves from thep 
Rules, to give our ſelves up to the ram 
bling Liberty of our own Fancies, let us x 
leaſt help to encline them to the moſt 

oufy Erecable ſide. Plato fears our too vehs 
mently engaging our ſelves with Grid 
and Pleaſars , foraſmuch as theſe to 
much Knit and Ally the Soul to the By 
7") dy: whereas [ rather, quite contrary, by 
reaſon it too much ſeparates and diſunites 

x) them. Asan Enemy is made more Fein 
by our Flight, ſo Pain grows Proud to ſee 

US Truckle under it. She will ſurrender 

upon much better Terms to them who 

make Head againſt her : A Man muſt op- 

poſe, and ſtoutly ſet himſelf againſt it. In 
retiring and giving ground, we invite, and 

pull upon our ſelves the Ruine that Thres: 

tens us. As the Body 1is more firm in an 
Encounter, the more ſtifly and obſtinately 

it applys it ſelf to it ; ſo is it with the Soul, 

But let us come to Examples, which are 

the proper Commodity for Fellows of ſuch 

fe ble Reins as my ſelf; where we ſhall find, 

x) that it is with Pain, as with Stones, that 
| | neg | receive 


Fett I 
4 


- 


Fco< 


—_ 


< 
f 


- 
4 


| 
MIC 


urif 


3's 


"I 


"Freceive 2 more ſpritely, or. a more lan- 


miſhing Luſtre, according to the Foil they 


- Hare ſet upon, and that it has no more room 
"Finus, than we are pleas'd to allow it. 7an- 
"Nl tum doluerunt, quantum doloribus ſe inſerve- 4ug.de Ci 
Et. They Griev'd ſo much the more, by 


how much they ſet themſelves to Grieve. 
We are more ſenſible of one little touch of 
bycurgoods Lancet, than of Twenty 
ounds with a Sword in the heat of 
Fight. The Pains of Child-bearing , faid » 
by the Phyſician, and by God himſelf, to 
be very great, and which our Women keep 
ſo great a Clutter about, there are whole 
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Nations that make nothing of it. To fay 5 AS. 


nothing of the Lacedemonian Women, what 
alteration can you ſee in our Switzers 
Wives of the Guard, faving, as they trot 
after their Husbands, you fee them to 


Day with the Child haoging ar their Backs, 


that they carried yeſterday in their Bel- 
lies? And the counterfeit Gipfies we have 
amongſt us, | go themſelves to Waſh their's 
ſo Toon as they, come into the World, in 
the firſt River they meet. Beſides ſo ma- 


ny Whores as Daily ſteal their Children 
out of their Womb, as. before they ſtole 
them in ; that fair and noble Wite of Sa- 
binus, a Patrician of Rome, for anothers 
intereſt, alone, without help, without cry- 
ing out, or ſo much as a Groan, endur'd 


the Bearing of Two Twins. A poor ſimple 
Boy 
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af 473 Seigneur de Montaighe's Eſays. BookliCh 
Boy of Lacedemon having ſtole a Fox, (iwlhad 
they more fear the Shame of their Knayglpre 
ry in ſtealing, than we-do the Puniſhmayfir 
of our Knavery, ) and having got hinſſto 
under his Coat, did rather endure the tex 
ing out of his Bowels, than he would dif b 
+ cover his Theft. And another Curſing x 
a Sacrifice, ſuffer d himſelf to be Burntty 
the Bone, by a Coal that fell -into hy 
Sleive, rather than diſturb the Ceremony, 
And there have been a great. Number, fo 
a ſole Trial of Vertue, following their in 
ſtructions , who have at Seven Years old 
endurd to be Whipt to Death, without 
changing their Countenance. And Ccen 
has ſeen them Fight in Parties, with Fiſts, 
' Feet and Teeth, till they have fainted and 
funk down, rather than confeſs themſelves 
overcome. Cuſtom would never Conquer 
Nature, for ſhe is ever Invincible, but we 
have infeted the Mind with Shadows, 
Delights, Wantonneſs , Negligence and 
Sloath ; and with vain Opinions, and cor- 
| rupt Manners, render'd iv Efteminate and 
| x) lr : Mean, Every one knows _ the Story of 
' -  Scevola, that being ſlipt into the Enemies 
Camp to Kill their General , and haygng, 
miſs'd his Blow , to repair his fault, by a 
more ſtrange Invention, and to deliver his 
Country, he boldly confeſsd to Porſenna, 
(who was the King he had a prrpoſe to 
Kill, )- not only his deſign , but moreover 
added, 
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ook Chap.4o. -S2rgnenr de Montaig 
 (iffadded, that there were then in his Camp a 
wellzreat Number of Romans, his Complices 
maxinthe Enterprize, as good Men as he; and 
into ſhew what a one he himſelf was, having 
fcasd\a Pan of Burning Coals to be 
(brought, he faw, and endur'd his Arm to 
Broil and Roaſt, till the King himſelf, con- 
Mcefving Horrour at the fight, commanded 
the Pan to be taken away. What would A4 
on. you fay of him, that would not vouchfafe 
for to reſpite his Reading in.a Book, whilſt he 
in 25 under Inciſion 2 Andof the other that 2) 
ol{Þ perſiſted to Mock and Laugh, in Contempr 
out of the Pains Inflicted upon him ; ſo that » 
1 | the provok'd Cruelty of the Executioners 
ls & that had him in handling, and all the In- 
nd ventions of Tortures redoubled upon him, 
'6 | one after another, ſpent in vain, gave him 
e&r © the Bucklers ? But he was a Philoſopher. 
ve Þ What ! a Fencer of Czſar's, Endurd and 
s, | Laughing all the while, his Wounds to be 
dF} fearch'd, Launc'd and laid open. Quis me- 
rf drocris gladiator ingenuit 2 Quis wultum mMu- cer 
d ff tavit unquam 2 Quis non modo ſtetit, verum Thuſ. 1. 2. 
f | etiam decubuit turbiter 2 Quis cum decubuiſe 
s Þ ſet, ferrum recipere juſſus, collum contraxit ? 

at mean Fencer ever ſo much as gave a 
Groan * Which of them ever ſo much as 
chang'd his Countenance ? Which of them 
ſtanding or falling, did either with Shame ? 
Which of them, when he was down, and 


tommanded' to receive the Blow of the 
S word; 
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6. { E 4 . Wor x} 
Sword, ever ſhrunk in his Neck 2 Let-yllaye 
—— bring in the Women too. Who has alli 
7 */ heard at Pars of her that causd her Fallighy 
to be fleyd, only for the freſher Conlll 
plexion of a new Skin > There are whill& 
= « 42. have drawn good and ſound "Teeth , wha 
o- E VP; L 3 ut 
make their Voices more ſoft and ſweet, alli 
to place them in better Order. How male 
*) ny Examples of the Contempr of Pain haul 
we 1n that Sex? What can they not doifffp 
What do they fear to do, for never fo ly 

« tle hopes of an Addition to their Beauty}: 


1b. x. Pellere queis cura eſt albos a ſtirpe capilles, 
Kleg.9. Ft faciem dempta pelle referre novam. _ Bet 
( and try 
Who pluck their Gray Hairs by the Roots 
An old Head, Face, with young Skin to 
4:nOO |  ( fupphy 
o-vn'| T have ſeen ſome of them ſwallow Sand iſ: 
ATthes, and do their utmoſt to deſtroy thei Þ- 
Stomachs, to get Pale Complexions. ToÞ+ 
make a fine Spaniſh Body, what Wrack I 
will they not endure of Tweaking and}: 
Bracing, till they have Notches in ther}: 
Sides, cut into the very. quick Fleſh, - and I; 
ſometimes to Death? It is an ordinary 
thing with ſeveral Nations at this Day, w F 
hurt themſelves in good earneſt , to gain Þ: 
credit to what they profeſs ; of which, our B 
King relates notable Examples of what he Y 
has feen in Poland, and done towards hay 


ilpo. Sexes de Monidighe'r Bang. 488 
ot ular Butheſides this /amhich' I know'iro 

S fare beer” imitated. by: ſome in' France; 

 Fag when'T. came fromthat famous Aſſembly 
of the Eſtates at Blrjs ,* Thad a little\bes 
Wore feen'a Maid in Pcardy, who tomania 
» UE} the Ardour of her Promiſes, as'alfo her 
t, aF@onſtancy, "give her elf: with a 'Bodkin 
Me wore im her Hair, |Four or Five-good | 
hanBty Stabsints the Arm, till the Blood _ | 
do! piſh'd our to ſome purpoſe. The Turks x © E 2, (=) | 
lmake themſelves great Skars in Honour of 
}'Btherr Miſtrefles, aid: ro the end they may 
ke longer remain, , they P _ clap Fire 
>the Wound, -where : they hold it:an in- 
Betedible: rime to ſtop the Blood, and form 
the" Cieatrice ; People that have beemEye- + 


, 


ts $-witnefſes of it; have both Writ and Sworti 
toi fo-me. * But for Tert {Afpers, / there are >) 


there every day Fellows to be found, -rhat 
d wall give'themſelves a good deep ſlafhiin 
1 F-the Arms of Thighs. -- Tam willing, though 
0 F:to have the Teſtimonies neareſt to us, when 
« B-we- have moſt need of them ; for ' Chris 
d I ftendom does furniſhus:with enow. And 

r $:after- the -Example. of our Blefled Guide, 

dF. there have been many: who! would bear 6 
{ x < RY: 
) 

| 


*the Croſs. We Lhe Dy -Fefumeny: _- 
'"7y-worthy-of behef , that | the / King - St. 
*Lavis wore:a Hair-ſhuirt, till in his old Age 
' B'his Confeffor. gave” him-a Diſpenſation to | 
{leave it 'off ; and that every Friday he a®) 
isausd his Shoulders: to be dru y. lis M 
BIT L 1 Prieſt = 


Prieſt with Six ſrnall Chains of Iron, wi 
were. always carried about amongſt 
Night Accoutrements' for that purp 

_Wilkam our laſt Duke of Guienne, Kh pH 
ther of this Eleanor who has Tranſmingi 
this Dutchy into the Houſes of Franie ailifiy 

Exg/and , continually for 'Ten or-'Fwel 
Years before he Die , wore a Suit-of Am bo 
under a Religious Habit, by , way of Ml 
rance.. Fulke Count of Anjou, went ashll; 
as Jeruſalem, there to cauſe' himſelf. tok at 
Whipt by Two of” his Servants, with; 
Rope about his Neck, before the Sep 
| . cbre of our Ro ur do ph not moni x 
"Oc. 15K over every Good Friday, in everal plac; 

. ſee great number of Men and Won 1 
==» Whip themſelves till they Lan; 
rate and Cut the Fleſh to the very Bonglffl 
X) Ehhave often ſeen this, and withoat Ih; 
chantment, when it was faid, there warlf'; 

ſome amongſt them , ( for they. go d i 


guisd, ) who for Mony undertook b 
means to ſave == the Religion fr 
.thers, by a contempt of Pain, fo much tel; 
greater, as the Incentives of Devotion ky x 
- more effeftual, / than thoſe of Avarice. WU 7 
Maximus Buried his Son, when he wx |: 
a Conſul ;- and M. Cato his, when Prat | 
Ele&; and: Z.. Paulus both his, within: 
few Days one aſter another,- with fu chs 
Countenance as expreſsd no: manner 


2%) « GrizE I faid once Merrily of _a cernjl Ll 
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46. js. Seung Br ut 
_ that he had diſappointed the.Di- | 
ice ; for the Violent Death of 

& grown up. Children of, his , being 

ai him; for a ſevere Fequrgh, fs 


 ſuppos' he was ſo far from be- 


at at the Accident, that he ra- 
k | the Ek © it. for 2 particular Grace and Fa- 
L of Heaven. I do_not follow thefe 
bd |. 5 ous Humours , though I loſt Two 
for Three at Nurſe, if if not without Griet, 
ON —without Repining, . and yet there 
if x1 karo aly any Accident, that. pierces near- 
ws |: i to the quick. I ſee a great many other 
WF gecalions of Sorrow, that ſhould they hap- 
"yl pen to me, I ſhould hardly feel ; and have 
"ny Gis'd ſome when they have befallen me, 
w [4 > Which the World have, given ſo Terri- 
WE ble a Fi re, that I ſhould Bluſh to Boaſt 
of my onſtanoy, Ex quo intelligitur, 71018 
mn Natura, ſed in opinione eſſe egritudinem. Clans? 
bl By which it is underſtood, that the Grief is 
W dot inNature, but Opinion. Opinion i iS a 
I Powerful Party; Bold, .and without Mea- 
tf fure. Who ever fo oreedily hunted after 
i F urity and Repaſe , as Alexander - and 
I Ceſar did after © LP ani and Difficul- 
Wl ties? , Zerez the Father of Sitalcez, was 
ont to Tay, that when he bad-no Wars, 
- Encied there Was. No difference, be- 
# by je him and his Groom. | Cato the Con- 
Tal to ſecure ſome. Cities of. Spain from 
un k volt, only interdicting the Inhabitants, 
; Ny Tiz from: 


<0 ds — b with 
-#om"wearitis Arms, a pfedt' Y | 
1% "emſlves: IBierpx ger by nullim vita 
3 rie arntis' eſſe; AFierce copfe who thot 
<t iere'was' tio 'Eife wirftontArms. ' Bilan 
"many do' we Know, who: have forfil , 
the'Calms and Sw cerneſs of 'a Quier'} of 
at Home' amongſt their Achuaintancey) 
eek out the *Horrour of ' Tnhabirable WW 
Arts; and having precipitated thernſel 
into ſo Al Jet a Condition?” 'as to bebailihdi 
-the Scorn and Contempt 'of the Wol 
"tiave hvg'd' themſelves with the Cone 
even to Aﬀe@tation. Cardinal Barromdl 
who Dicd lately at Milan,” in the mid 7 : 
-alf the Jollity that the Air of Italy ,0 ny 
Youth , Birth and great” Riches invinifh 
him to, kept himfelt in fo Auſtere a' s f 
- of Living, that rhe fame Robe he worg wt 
| Sumne, "ferv'd him for Winter too: Hi 6 
'only Straw for his Bed, and his Hori , 
"vacancy from the Affairs of his Employ 
2 ment, he continrally ſpent-1 in Stridy, "uf 
"on his Knees, having a little Bread a1 
' Glaſs of Water ſet by his Book, which i d 
- all the Proviſion of- his Repaſt, and allth 
' time he ſpent in Eating. T know fam 
: who conſentingly thave Acquir'd both Pt 
fit and Advancement'from Cuckotdry,; 1; 
-which the bare Name only aftrights il 


ovg ct! ny People.- | If the Sight be*not 'the't x 
neceſſary of all our Senſes, "ris at Tealt;t 


vp Pt moſt pleaſant': But But the mbſll pleaſant 


if our Meer. Ys; 9. F 
eneration, 4nd'yct_ a gr 
= pack d. a Mortal aged as I 
ani them, .ofly, for this,” that they, were -; 
wo. Piabe have depriy'd; chemſelies 
t: J y: Em, ar their Value.. As;mucl 
"Siovzhr h fs yes, that-pntt emout.. 
= 1», . ANC 'more ſolid for 
look upon abundance of Ag 
The Bleſlingy,,b, and ſome others, 
& as,a great. Benefit to be withous: 
And. = You, FT / 


1 to things i very - Opiy nite pgs the 
$07.1 thele which we. Ja hoy & mh 


ard to. prize them, but, our ſelves; an 
Er CO iden 3; ,E1ther Nis Vertnes , "or. 
"JIM Jur on: how d ear | they coſt. 
As: though that were a part of their, 
tance, ;. And we only, repute for value. 


oY 43M. ,". .not, what they, -bring to us, 12 
if whe we. adi to them. By which I under; 
Wand, that weare great managers of our. 
mFExpence; ;- A$.tt weighs , it {erves ph 
much as.1t weighs ; - our. Opinion will-re-, NE 
( Ee. it to. want ofits .yalue.. The, | y3 ow" Pe 
S Hice grves valeuc to the Diamond, - 

aulty. to. Vertue. , Suffering to Devotion, | 

| (4 riping to Phyſick. A: certain Per= [ 

ito WW: 2opr., threw his Crowns into 


Ii3 the 


Jo; 
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WT rii o Hates "hs ys. Þ ok" 
the"fame Sen Sen\,, to' which fo many & 6 
from all parts of the World 6 Fiſh « and Ri 

: fle for Riches. Fpicurus ſays, That to I 5 
Rich, 5 no Advantage, ou only an als'Þ 
: fn of Afﬀeirs, Tn plain truth, it is-not* w 
Watit, ul rather Abundapce, that | reates |Y 
Avarice. Neither will I ſtick” to deliver 

a own Experience concerning this: ** 
alr. | 

'T have fince my Child-hood Liv iq 
Three forts of Conditions, ; the Firſt), 

* which continued 'for ſome Twenty Years, 
T piſſt over without any, other means, but" |* 
what were Accidental, and dependin up!" 
off the's a [los "ArIct T and affſtarice of” ot ers, } 


x 


O' 

TI more at my Mos I ove had the re | 
pulſe .of finding 'the Purſe of any of 
Friends ſhut againſt me; avieg enjeind, 

my elf this Neceſſity above all oth 
cities whatever, 'by no means to fails 
Payment at the appointed time, which a 
ſo they have a Thouſand times'reſpited, 

g how careful I was to fatisfie t them; 
fo that I pra@igd at once a Thrift) Ft! 
withal, a kind df alluring Hone Is 
| farally feel a kind of leafute i in Pa ing, as 


> b <FIF7% v 5 tht 
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nd Meght , and in ſreeing my {elf from that 
Ri: Fliwpe of Slavery - as alſo}, thac'Þ find a 


Te: fot her: y doing a Juſt ARion. "Thoſe 
not *Flnd of payments excepted, whete the 
tes Ftouble of reckoning and dodging are're- 
ive Beard , and in ſuch caſes, where-F can 
[AR meet with no- Body to eaſe me of that 
"2 Jliteful Torment, I avoid them, how ſcan+ 
| iq I &oully and injuriouſly ſoever, all I poſfi-" 
1t! Ib can, for fear of thoſe little wrangling 
Is Diſputes, for which, both my humoury 
ut WT way of ſpeaking, are fo totally Mm- 
1 9 and unfit. There _ 1s 1 nothing I 


* 


v 
Z 
4 
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ſo much , as driving on a Bargain ; 


— — 


n | $2 meer Traffick of Couzenage and: Im- 
r- | padence : where after an Hours cheapning 
1d dodging ; "both Parties abandon their 


y* | Word and Oath for Five Sols profit, or a- 
L batement. And yet I always borrow'd at - 
$ great diſadvantage, for wanting the confi- 


| to ſpeak' to the perſon my felt, I 
eammitted my Requeſt to the perſwaſion 

' | of @ Ticket, which uſually isno very ſuc- 
' | celsful Advocate, and is of very great ad- 
yvantage to him who has a mind to deny.' 
Tin thoſe Days more jocundly and freely 
referr'd the Conduct of my Afﬀairs to- the 
Stars, than Thave ſince done to my own 
Providence- and Judgment: Moſt good. 
 Husbands look upon it as a horrible thing 
to Live alwavs thus inincertainty, and are: 
a Ii4 _— 
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001G#s Rk if __ ws _—_ mY ety, TE. 
MA eſk part of- tie World. Live-ſa., ;How.mg wy h | Fe 
Cet.s ny. Werthy Men.have wholely {l;ghted Ind, 4 
sbandon'd the certainty, of. their own 
ſtates,,and vet Dajly.do.it, to.trult to he JL. 
incanſtant Favour of. Princes, and fick K 4 
G cy) Fertuge-?-,Ce/ar ..ra above. FY Aon $f 
Gold; more than '' 1 
to;become C4 = : And | 20 Abs. X 
&7*) chints bave begun their Traflick. by. the! t 
tbe | Fas F Hs, which Hey, ſent u ag; 


CaEpig.a + + '7 of fer impotoxtis fretas ) 


law great 2 Siecity of Devotion. uy > we, 
ſee-in theſe Dayps - we have. 2 Thouſand, 
and a [Thouſand Colledges, that paſs it ovex. 
commodiouſly .enough;,.. cxpedting every; 
Day: their Dinner from the, Liberality of. 
Heaven. Secondly, They do.not take nos. 
tice,that this Certitude upan. which the) Y &, 
much relie, is nat much leſs uncertain.a 

hazardovs, than Hazard it ſelf. Iſee Melery. 
as'near beyond. Two Thouſand Crowns'a, 
Year, .4s if it ſiogd, cloſe by me;. for bes, 
ſides, ; that. it-is.1n. the power, of, Chance toy 
make; a Hundred. Breaches, to. Poverty, 
through the greateſt ſtrength of our; 
Riches, ( there Fi very often no Mean,! 
betwixt the. High! 40d; the loweſt Fore, 


tune. ) 
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"il Þ een; t0 Inhabr * WIR £QQIK6,;Wl By 
0.8 fates, as:with thoſe that have.none ; --and . 
eradventure,:.it is then fax.lefs. Grievous, 

en alone, than when accompanied with . 

Riches ;: which flow more. from good Mas. 
nagery, than, Income. Faker, eft ſuz guiſe $en.Ey.49, 
que- Fortune... Every one- is the Hammerer . ; 
of his own Fortune, and an uneaſie, ne- 
ceflitous, bufte Man, ſeems to, me more 

8 Miſerable, than he that is famply Poor. Zz 

if; ] divitiis in opes, quad genus egeftatis gravifs.. J 
-. fmam eſt. '; Poor in- the mat of Riches, | x =) S | 
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| which.-is the moſt. mſupportable kind of 
L Poverty. The greateſt and moſt wealthy 
@ 
3 


hg 


Princes, are by Poverty and. Want driven . 
to..the moſt,.extream Neceſſity.: for can. 
there be any. more Extream, than to be- 


come Tyrants , | and -ynjuit. Uſurpers, of. | 
; | their Subjets Goods and Eftates 
'# - My. Second, Condition : of, Life. was, | 
to.have Mony of my own; - wherein I fo 
order d the matter, that I had. ſoon laid up. 
ayery-notable' Summ out. of ſq mean a For» 
| | tune ; 


Ce eg en Sk Fr Ee oro OR eons nn ve 0 Rte me ens Rs 
_— . 6% A amy 


Cont AL 


 -hdwever do it atleaſt for 'ſome';, 'and: foe? 


ak. Goa EAA 8 
TRE 167 OR TIES IT. AS 
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nary us 

and that « Matt Poa Froesrt Bar relig! 
_ upon Revenue'to' receive; how clear foe! 
ver his Eſtate might be. For whar, faid1,. 

if Ihould'be farprizd by ſuch orfuch af 

Aveident 7 And aſter fych like vain: dau 

vicious j ages pow would very Lear! 

hoarding of Mony, provide! 


et”, all” Jnconventerices ; - and: could* 
moreover anfwer, fuch as objected to-rhE 

that the number-of them was too infinite, 
thar i it I could net hy up'forall,” I could! 


many. Yet was not this'done without #'! 
great deal of Solicitude' and Anxiety of" 
Mind. T kept it very cloſe, and though 1” 
dare talk fo boſdly of my ſelf never ſpoke! 
of 'my Mony' ,- but falſely ,-'as others do," 
who-being Rich, pretend to be Poor, ;a\ 
being Poor, pretend to be Rich, diſj 
with their Conſciences for ever telling' fin. : 
cerely what they have. - A ridiculous hd! 


ſhameful Prudence. Was I'to goa No | 


ney? methoiglit'I was never eo 
vided : and the moreT loaded my ſe ys f I ith 
Mony, thie' thore alſs was T loaded with 
Fear, - one while "of the' danger of the 
Roads, another of the Fidelity of him who | 
had the charge of my Sumprters, of whom, 
as ome others that I know-, I was never- 
ſufficiently 
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ut I fatficiently Secure, if Thad him not always 
© Jinmy Eye. If Tchanc'd to leave the Key 
>, þ of my Cabinet behind me, what ſtrange 
ie” I Jealotſies, and Anxiety of Mind didT en- 
I ir into? And which was worſe, withour 
4, JI daring to acquaint any Bogly withit. My 
I Mind'was eternally taken up with fuch 
ay things as theſe, fo thar all things conſider'd, \F<-o,v-" 
| there is more trouble 1n Keeping Mony, 
" | than in getting it. Andf I did not alto-' 
gether 1o much as TI ſay, or was not effe- 
tually fo ſcandalouſly folicitous of my 
Mony,asI have made my ſelf;3et it coſt me 
mething at:leaft to govern my ſelf fron 
being fo. I-reapt little or ng advantage 
by what Thad , and my Expences feem'd | 
nothing leſs to me, for having Fl! 
id, Fill} 
and TH 
to it, and 


reſcr1 


certain limits to t ls Tok 2" the! yan 
hard :to.find- in things. that a. 
ccives to be good, Y and to, FOR this ont 
Husbandry Jo, that.it may not degenerate” 
into Avarice :, Men ſtill being intent upon, 
adding to the heap: ,. .and, encreaſing the. 
ſtock, from Sum to Sum, till at laſt they. 
vilely deprive - themſelves. of the. enjoy. 
ment. of their own. ,preper; Goods, +. and. 
throw. all into reſerve, without making 

_ any uſe of then atall. According to this, 
Rule, they are the Richeſt Neo Je int Ga 
World, who. are ſet"to gore cle Gaols, ; 
and to defend, the: Walls of' a Nealthy Ci-. 


to Al Moay 'd 41h I Copklude to be Co-, 


Ricks 1 208. < y 
illuminated: by Prudence.” i gl the: 


; San, did "AQ upon thus 
| gn nls on, dt > X Fn 


pg had hid a Treaſure in-the. Eannhy” 

and thereu n Jerit-to the May bring! is, 
he accordingly. did, 

ty reſerving a ſmall part. of. it. only I 

himſelf, with which he went to another” 

eing curd. of: his Appetite of. 

Yegan to Liy At a'more li- 
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* | rdſfred tohim, faying, "that-fince he had 
Fearrit how'to uſe it, che very willingly :re- 
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Forned-ifback'unto him. . © 03, 

F continued ſome years in this hoarding 
Iimour, when I know not what good-De- 
mn fortunately put me out of it, ashe did 
the Syracufan,-and mide me throw abroad 


. 
2 


'certain Voyage I' took of very great ex- 
Fence', having made me/ ſpurn this fond 


Winy're rvear random ;i the pleaſure: of 


"Love of Money under foor, by which means 


Fam'riow faflen into x thitd- way of living, 
{Ifpeak'what Tthink of it) doubtleſs much 
more pleaſant and moderate, which is; that 


| | e at the height of my Revenue, fome- 
times the onelometimes the other may per- 


haps exceed ,' bur 'tis very" little, and: but 


Yarely that” they differ at all; I live from 


Hand to Mouth ,' and content my elf in 

ing ſufficient for my preſent, and Ordi- 
hary expence ; for as to extraordinary oc- 
caſions', '#ll the' Eying up in the World 
would never ſuffice ; and''tis the greateſt 


folly” imaginable to expe, that fortune 
| ou ever ſafficiently arm us againſt her 


- fel, *'Tis with oar'own+arms that we are 


to fight her , accidental ones' will betray 
us1n thepinch of rhe buſmeſs. If I layup, 


* tis for ſomenear and deſigned expence, and 


not to parchaſe Lands, of which I have-no 
need, but” to' purchaſe pleaſure, Non 1effe 
hes Ds P" capidum, 


J * 
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_ ue - wag Arexnts oft 1 or coſe mae 
' Paradthe. "tigabeft. Not to be Covetqus, is =Iﬀ 
not ro be-a Purchaſer, is a Tribuge, 1 
ther am in any greatapprehenſion of wa 
ing}, not inany. deſire of any more z Div 
this,  Marum fruttus eft-in copia; copiam declarat 
ſatietas, The fraits-ofRiches lies in abun- 
| dance, faciety; _ anokage, And} 
: am:very_ well: p witi , my ſelf, thar 
#5 ' I ONE in me , has fallen out in 
an-age naturally -enclined” 10 avarice, and 
that- ſee my ſelf clear'd of a folly ſo com- 
mon to Old Men, and the moſt ridiculous 
=) of all linmane follies. Feraxleza Mag that 
had rin through both fortunes, and found 
that the encreafſe of ſubſtance, . was no ens 
creaſe of appetite , ages to. Eating, or © 
Drinking, Sleeping, or the enjoyment 
his Wiſe and DOE on the Ave rg "# 
the care of his Occonomy lye heavy up« upon 
his Shoulders, as it does on. mine; was. res 


ſolved to pleaſe a poorY oungMan his faith- 

en” who panted after Riches, by 

making him a 2 gift of all his; .. which was 

exceſſively great, and moreover of all he 

was in' the daily; way of getting by the 
-« hberality of Cyras., his Tar 

and/ by the' War; - conditio that he 

ſhould: take care handfor onell ma 

and plentifally:to — bim, as his 


Hoſt, and his Friend; which being. ecard: | 
in y embrad, and | perfor rmed,; t | 


on, 


ones heppily nn i both of 
s ſy ghem:equally; content with the change of 
s Her qa 1on..--AN EC h 1could 
4} "in mitate with: all-;my And: very * 
1 I auch approve the- fortune of an ancient 
at wy whom-I.ſee to have. {o abſolutely 
n- flops himſelf of his Purſe, his Revenue, and 
7 I Care; of his: Expence ; committing them 
t | anewhile to one ruſty Servant, and ano- 
a | ther while- to {another , that he has ſpun 
4 [aut 2 long ſucceſſion of years, 2s orange 
- i by this means of his Domeſtick affairs, as. 
_ &-meer ſtranger. ;; The i confidence of 09. 
t Mans vertue , 1s no lig t evidence 0 
| þ-5 s own;: beſides, God is. pleaſed. to fa- 
, [your fuch a confidence, as to what con- 


cerns him of whom Lam "ſpeaking, I-ſeeno 
-a better: governd Family, nor -a 


Houſe more nobly, and conſtantly main- 
tained than his, /happy in this to have ſta- 
ted. his affairs to ſo juſt a proportion, that 
his Eſtate is ſufficient to do it without his 
*care, .or trouble, and without any hinde. 
rance, either in the ſpending, or laying it 
| up 5 5 to. his other-more decent, and quiet 
7 regs and yur ue ors ſuitable 
place, ikin on enty 

; To and indigence depend - 
\-Rion every one has of them; and Rickes 


F fo more than Glory, or Health, have no 
more either Beauty, or- Pleaſure , than he 


t Mm » By whom they are 
polleſt, 
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ſer a5 he = "Rnds "him "Nori 
& Work bokoves, tuthe whe 


"the feed”; which woos ny pe 
"than' ſhe,turnsand applicsas pleaſe, 
"being the-{6le- cauſe/, and 'Soveraign'Mk 


ſtreſs of her.own happy, or unhappy coſt» 
Xx) &- ev) dition. *All external acceffions receive taſk 


"and Colour, from from theinternal conſtitution, 
- as Cloaths warm vs, not-with their: Heat, 
"bar our own, own, which they arefit to' cover 
-and- Herp! in; -and who would cover 460K 
- would do the Tame- ſervice! for the 


"c 


- torment to a truant, abſtinence from Wire 
fox good fellow, frugality-ro the Sperid- 
chain” and exerciſe to a-Lazy- tender bred 


fellow ; To itis of all thereſt. "The things 


-are not ſo' painful, and difficult of-them- 
+ ſelves , | but our. weakneſs or cowardiſe 
-makes them ſo. To judge of great-,i ard 


"high matters , requires a fuirable al. '&. 


-"therwrſe we-attribute the. vice to then, 
*xphich is really'our own. *A ſtraight Oir 
ſeems crooked 1m the: Water : 'It does not 
-only 'tmport: that -we [fee the- thing,” but 
"how , -and after what: manner + 

ut 


FOE I OBR2. " "8 5 VT Sg YO © >. ONO ; FM 
bu Ts SG Ee ILY ine dee” WE 2 ont TE, ©» Wee Oy As" j IE oe. 5s As : HS LIER Fab 
"13 F ty , Jang P. Ima. : CHAIRS wy $7 ALES z - V * "EI hes 7 
” WOES. Wis N p a þ y Ws 4 w : 4 EOS io” os $ / I ITN 7.28 
s £6 "4,8 5 E o — ; os 
5 k wy, 
., Y FP, 
4 
” * F! 

7 


be Tovis'conitent ; aol i fea 
[Kirvalone belisfgi ves it{eff being, i arid:tey. 
FegYlity. Forrene'd| — upirſeMther er good ,-ndr 

hurcs fe "only preſents us the-marrer, q 


Toro" Snow” and: Ic&are prefervel. 
Z) And after theſame manner that Study is 


FRE me ©) > mn—————_————_ a Ee 


- ag 


£4 wr after all-this, why-amonegſt fo mariy / 
1 i |; Wcourſes'; thar, by fo many arguments ' 
jerfiwade Men to deſpiſe death , -and'to 
* id | dure pain, can wenot find out onetliat - 
2 q es for us? And of ſo many forts of 
nor Bin wg xtions as have ſo prevailed -upon 0- 
l Bthers, as to perſwade them to do fo, why 
hhes not every one apply ſome one to 
hi mlf the moſt ſuitable to his own hu- 
? If he..cannot away with a ſtrong 
Gking Apoſence to eradicate the Evil, 
kt him at leaſt take a Lenitive to eaſe it; 
= eſt quedla n effeminata, ac levis: nee cm, 


of- 
kk 


a, 


th Bin dolore magzs , quam eadem in woluptate : Thi. ib.z 
ju quum liqueſ Imus fluimuſque mollitia, apis 


leum fine clamore ferre non poſſumus, To-- 
hun in eco eft, ut tibi imperes. There is a 
grtain light, and effeminate opinion , and 
that not more in pain, than it is even in 
pleaſure it ſelf ; by which, whilſt we reſt 
and Wallow in eaſe, and wantonnefs, we 
annot endure ſo. much as the ſtinging of a 
Bee, without roaring. All: that lies in tit 
"Is only this, | to command: thy ſelf : As to 
the reſt, a Man does not trangreſs Philo-. 
fophy, by permitting the acrimeny of pains, 
nd humane frailty to prevail ſo much above 
' {meaſure ; for they will at laſt be reduc'd to 
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'ſtheſ invincible replies. If_it be ill' to | G- &'- 


lve in neceſſity, at leaſt there is. no. 
neceſſity upon a man to live in ne- 
3d No man continues ill long 

Kk bur 
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498, Seigntar de Montaigne's E[ay6. Book bj hy 
byt.-by his 'own fault. And who has ney 
rher the Courage to Die ; northe H Hera 
Live: who will neither rehſt mar fly, wh 


ſhould a Man do to him. 
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which 15 molt univerſall receiv, 
"is theſolicitu E of Reputation and Glory 
which we are fondof to that depree, waſp 
abandon Riches, Peace, Lileind Heal 
which are effeftual, and fabltantial oo 


Js 
Ach Ty oO F-all the follies of the World , tha | 
A 
y 


th-purſue this vam Phantome, and 
word, that has neither body z nor hold: a fo 
be taken of it. 24 
Taſſo. Can= ©77 c; "of : 
10 Fifamach irvaghiſce a a un dolce fron 3 Bag 
Gl fuperbi martalt', et par” fi bella (balk 
Em echo, un Sogno, anti dFun' Segue un' omni 
Chi adl ogni Vento Ll dilegua, & Jeombra. I | 
© 
2p <5 Honour, that with fuch an alfaring ſound; 
Proud mortals charms , and does appear 


(fake 
An Eccho , Droam , thade: 'of's Dream-is 


(found) |; 
Diſperſt abroad by every breath of air, "8 £ 
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bode hes te FETSTENS Bf Ys. . 499 
id of all the irrational humours of Men, X) 


FP) thould ſeem that even the Philoſophers 
SEenmſelves have. the moſt ado, and do the 


Nod 
ap 


Jiengage themſelves Trom this, as 
te moſt re y and obſtinate of all hung 
ſes... Quia etiam bene proficientes animos Aug. de * 
ware 1107 feſſat. Becauſe it ceaſes not to £1 4. 
"Iataque even the wiſcIt, and belt Tetterd : 
"Bids. There is not any one vice, of vV/< wy, 
ich reaſon does ſo q clearly accuſe the va- 
" Fity, as of that ; but it is ſo deeply rooted 
that 1 dare not determine, whether: 
one. ever clearly depeſtred himſelf from 
For no. After you have ſaid all, and be- 
ved all has been faid to its prejudice, it 
ates ſo inteſtine inclination in oppoſition 
g/your /beft arguments, that you have: 
power, and conſtancy to reſiſt it : | 
for (as Czcero fays) even thoſe who moſt. x x) 
wntrovert-1t , . would yet that the Books: 
write | ould viſit the light under their: 
whnames,. and ſeek to derive glory from 
" Iftming to deſpiſe | it. All other things are; ge oc 
Gmmunicable, and fall into commerce ;, ' - 
"our goods, and. ſtake our Lives: 
pthc neceſſity, and fervice of our friends; 
Wt to communicate a man's Honour, and 
md to robe. another with a man's own: 
Glory, is very rarely ſeen. -And yet we: 
live ſome examples of that kind. Catulus.” 
Wativs in the Cymbrian War, having 


7 al thatin him lay to, make his ying- 
4 K k o Soul- 


; TION pies weak £2) 


5  Seigneur de Momtaigne's Eſſays. Books; 
| Souldiers face about upon the Enemy; ranllwar 
himſelf at laſt away with the reſt,and cont 
terfeited the Coward, to the end his mealler 
might rather ſeem. to follow their -Captainſhre 
than to fly from the Enemy ; which wallrc 
to abandon his own reputation, to pallpaul 
ate the ſhame of others. When Chart 
the Fifth came into Provence in the yeulls 
I537. tis ſaid, that Antonio de Leva (ey ha 
ing the Emperour poſitively reſolv'd upier 
on this expedition, and believing it wouldfljn 
redound very muchto his honour,did never 
theleſs very ſtiffly oppoſe it in the Council lg't 
to the end that the entire glory of that rel&liz1 
lution ſhould be attributed to his Maſter;lyee 
and that it might be faid, his own Wikiline 
dome and foreſight had been ſuch, as that lg 
contrary to the opigion of all, he hadfiiha 
brought about ſo great , and fo generowyh 
an enterprize; which was to do him ho {lj 
nour at his own expence. The 7hraczan Ems | ty; 
baſſadors, coming to comfort Archileouide | ſee 
the Mother of Brafidas upon the death of | j 
her Son , and commending him to that th 
height, as to ſay he had not left his like be 
hind him; ſhe rejected this private, and 7 
particular commendation to attribute it w | te 
the publick : Tell me not that (faid ſhe)I'fl x 
know the City of Sparta has ſeveral Cite || 
zens both greater , and of greater valout || 4 


x) x than he. In the Battel of Creſy, the Prince || { 
| ef Wales. be'ng then very young, had the 


» 
Vant- | 
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7 Rafatguard committed to him, and the 
Win ſtreſs of the BatteT hapned to' be in 
Mer place, which made the Lords that 
Gaze with him”, finding themſelves over- 
 piecht, to ſend to King Edward , that he 
Would pleaſe to advance to their relief.; 
%Ixho thereupon enquiring of the condition 
YerſlisSon was in, and being anſwered, that 
leſhewas yet living, and on Horſe-back : ] 


W-Efould then do him wrong (faid the King) 
uw to go, and deprive him of the honour 
'<IFwinning this Battel he has fo long, and 
ct, 6 bravely diſputed , what hazard ſoever 
lo ttruns, it ſhall be entirely his own : and 
pl wcordingly would neither go nor ſend, 
®Imowing that if he went, it would be faid 
WI had been loſt without his ſuccour, and 
Withat the honour of the Vidtory would be 
Chyholly attributed to him. Semper enim quod 
0 8 wftremum adjetum oft, id rem totam ref woe 
© I traxifſe. For the {aſt ttroak to a buſineſs 
Fems to draw along with it the perfor- 
+ rhance of the whole action. Many at Rome 
thought, and would uſually fay, that the 
| _ Scipio's Acts, were in part due to 
I Lu, whoſe conſtant practice it was ſtill 
'$ teadvance, and Shoulder Scipio's Grandeur 
| a=d Regown, without any care of his own. 
| And Zheopompus King of Sparta to him who 
told him the republick could not miſcarry 
fince he knew ſo well how to command, 
'Tis rather (anſwered he) becauſe the peo- 
Rk 3 ple 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book G7 


' tained to the juriſdidtion of Peers : So the} 


| laid hands on a Prieſt, ſti 
* Ty deny he had done any ſuch thing : the 
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ple know ſo well how to-obey. As Womay a. 
ſucceeding to Peerages, had notwithſtangs bo 
ing their Gn the priviledge to aſliſt , andſ® - 
givein their Votes in the Cauſes that appe ſj * 


Eccleſiaſtical Peers notwithſtanding thei || _ 
profeſſion, were obliged to affiſt our Kings | 
in their Wars, not only with their friends 
and ſervants, but in their own perſons. - Ag 
the Biſhop of Beauvais did, who being with | 
Philip Auguſtus at the Battel of Boxwines, 
had a notable ſhare in that ation ; buthe: 
did not think 1t fit for him to participate' 
in the Fruit and Glory of that violent and. 
Bloody Trade. He with his own Hand wv. 
duc'd ſeveral of the Enemy that day to his. 
mercy, whom he delivered to the firſt Ges: 
tleman he met either to kill or recetve them 
to Quarter, referring the execution to and 
ther hand. Asalfo did W:ll:zam Earl of $4 
Lsbury to Meſiire Fean de Neſle , with a like. 
ſubtlety of conſcience to the other we nas: 
med before, he would Kill, but not wound 
him, and: for that reaſon ever fought with: 
a Mace. And a certain perſon of my time, 
being reproacht by the King, that he had 

ly and poſitive: | 
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meaning of which was, he-had cudgelld, 
and kick'd him, fot 
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»of the Tnequalit 'y amongſt us. 


As 8 Lutarch Gow ſomewhere, that he does x29 £x-\" 
ith $4 | not find fo great a difference betwixt 
wa; | Beaſt and Beaft, as he does betwixt Man 
he 8 and Man. Which is ſaid in reference to 


internal Qualities and Perfe&tions' of 


te] the 1 
in truth, T find, ( ac- #) 


1d Þ the Soul. And, 

t& | (rding to my poor Jadgment; 7 ſo vaſt a 
is | diſtance betwixt Epaminondas, and ſome 
h 
a 
X 
- 
] 


| that T know, { who are yet Men of com- 

ton Tenſe, ) that I could willingly en- 

+ | hance upon Platarch, and fay, that there 

s'more difference betwixt fuch and ſuch a 

Man , than there is betwixt ſuch a Man 
and ſuch a Beaſt: | 


Terenee 
 Phor. Aﬀ.s 


; Hem vir wire quid praftat | 
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How much alaſs, 


One Man another doth ſurpaſs! 


And that there are as many and innume- 
rable degrees of Wits, as there are Cubits 
betwixt this and Heaven. But as touch= gy. yo 


ing the Eſtimate of Men, *tis ſtrange, thar, 
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our ſelves excepted, no 'other Creature is gon! 


eſtecm'd beyond its proper Qualities, we | bee: 


x) commend a Horſe for his Strength , and f 


' ſurenels of. Foot, 


Volucrem. 
Sic Iaudamus equym, facili cui plurima palm, 
Fervet, & exultat rauco vittoria circo. 


Fuvend! 
Yat. 8. 


& we commend the Horſe for being fleet, 


Who - many Palms by Breath and Speed 


| does get, 

And- which the "Trumpets in wy Circle 
fl. grace, 

With th&r Loarſe Levets for his well run 
( Race, 


and not for his Rich Capariſons; a Grey- 
hound for his ſhare of Heels , not for his 
fine Collar ; a Hawk for her Wing, not 
for her Geſts and Bells. Why, in like man- 
ner., . do we not value a Man for what is 
properly his own 2 He has a great Train, 
a beautiful Palace, ſo much Credit, ſo ma- 
ny Thouiand Pounds a Year, and all theſe 
« are about him, but not in him. You will 
not buy a Pig ina Poke: if you cheapen 
a Horſe, you will ſee him ſtript- of his 
Houſing-cloaths , you will ſee him naked 
and open to yourEye; or if he be Cloath'd, 


as they anciently were wont to preſent - 


them to Princes to Sell,'tis only on the leſs 
1mportant parts,that you may not ſo much 
| | coniider 


Thip42. Seigjexr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
a q H. P 


examine his Limbs, Eyes and Feet , which 
.are the Members of greateſt uſe : 
: ( pertos 


Wſpiciunt, ne ft facies, ut ſepe, decora 
 Molli- fulta pede eſt, emptorem —_— hian- 
| tem 
Revd pulchre clunes, breve quod caput, ardua 
ff CCrUIX . 
When Kings Steeds Cloath'd , as 'tis their 
$6 ( manner, Buy, 

They ſtraight examine very Curiouſly, 
Leſt a ſhort Head, a thin and well raisd 
3 ( Creſt, 
A broad ſpread Buttock, and an ample 
( Cheſt, 
'Should all be propt with an old beaten 
( Hoof, 
To gull the Buyer , when they come to 
( proof. 
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Why, in giving your Eſtimate of a Man, 


 doYou Prue him wrapt and muttled up in 


Cloaths ? He then diſcovers nothing to 


OO nn Erin ne ere ——D—_—— 


you , but ſuch parts as are not in the leaſt 
his own ; and conceals thoſe, by which 
alone one may - rightly judg of his Value. 
*Tis-the price of the Blade, that you en- 
| quire into, and not of the Scabbard : You 
would not pergdventure bid a Farthing for 
him, if you ſaw him ſtripp'd. You are to . 
my : judg 


& 


Fog 
f I £ xdth of his Crupper, 4s principally to 


 Regibus hic mos eſt, ubi equos mercantur, os Horace lik, 


+ 2, 


Ti 89) eq7 Fe. | i 
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F _ ___ judg him by himſelf, and not by wharhe [+ 
| / _ get as one of nog os Wi 
pleaſantly faid, do you know' why you rs || On 
pute him 'Fall 2 You reckon 'withal - the || © 
heighth of his Chepines, ' whereas the Pe- | Fo 
- © * "deftal is no'part of the Statue. Meafus || +: 
>) x him him without his Scilts," ler him Iay'a- | An 
fide his Revennes, and hs” Firles, let him || © 
preſent himſelf in his Shirt, then-examine | Ft 
if his Body be found and ſpritely , ative || Ar 
and diposd to perform its Functions'? I} - 
What Soulrhas he 2 Is it Beautiful, capa! || fuc 
ble, and happily provided of all her Facul- || thi 
ties 2' Is ſhe Rich of what is her own, or || an 
of- what ſhe Tas Borrowed 2 Has Fortune 

. no hand in the Aﬀair 2 Can ſk, without 
winking, ftand the lightning of Swords; 
is ſhe indifterent, whether her Life expire 
by the Mouth, or throughithe Throat ? Is 
ſhe Settled, Even and Content ? This is 
what.is to be examin'd, and by that you 
are to judg of the vaſt differences betwixt 


k 


Mar, and Man. Is he + 


Td. lib. 2; ——Sapiens, fibique imperioſus 

Sa. 7. Duem neque pauperies, neque mors, neque vin 

| A as - _ ( culaterrent, 
Reſponſare cupidinibus, contemnere howores 
Fortis, & in ſeipſo totus teres atque rotundus, 
Fxterni ne quid valeat per Ive morari, ' 

Te quers manta ruit ſemper fortuna? * * ] 
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What [122 Wit, 
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( Bonds, can Fright, - 
To check his Luſts, and Honours ſcorn; {9 
- | ( tout; 
And: in himſelf Þ round and clear through- 
our, 
That no External thing can ſtop his hor 
And on whom Fortune v vainly* tries her 
( force: 
fuch - 2 Man is raisd Five Hundred Fa- 


thoms above k Kingdoms and Dutchies, he is 
an Abſolute Monarch i in and to himfelF- f 


- Sapens Pol ipſe fingit fertanans bi, | Plaut. Tri. 


Aft. 2. 


The Wiſe Man his own Fortune makes, * *: 
What remains for him to-Covet, or Deſire. 


an mmm None videmus 

Nil alind fibi naturam latrare, niſi ut quoi 
Corpore ſejunittus dolor abfit, mente fruatar, 
Fucurds ſenſu cura, ſemotus metuque 2 


We ſee that Nature to no more aſpires; * 'Y 
Nor to her ſelf a greater good requires, 
Than that, whote Body is from Dolours 
| (tree, 
He ſhould his] Mind with more Serenity, 


And 


w.42. Sap Monit i For .. 


= od commanding o're his Ap ro intel 
One whom, nor Want , nor Death ,” nof 


Lucre.lib.z. 
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And a more'pleaſing Senſe enjoy , quite 


From thoſe two grand Diſturbers , Grief 


( and Fear. 


So < Com re with ſuch a one the common 
, Rabtfe of Mankind, ſtupid and mean Spi- 


rited, Servile, Taſtable, and continually 


floating with the Tempeſt of various Paſ- 
ſions, that toſſes and'tumbles them to and 
fro, and all depending upon others, and 
you will find a greater diſtance, than be- 
twixt Heaven and Earth ; and yet the 
blindneſs of common ufage is fach, that 
we make little or no account of it. 
Whereas, if we conſider a Peaſant, and a 
King, a Noble-Man, and a Villain, a Ma- 
giſtrate, and a private Man, a Rich Man, 


and a Poor, there appears a vaſt diſparity, 


though they differ no more, ( as a Man 


. may fay, ) than in their Breeches. In 


Thrace, the King was diſtinguiſh'd from his 
People, after a very pennt manoer 4 The 
had a Religion by himſelf, a God of his 
own, _ which h is Subjects were not to 
preſume to Adore, which was Mercury, 
whilſt, on the other fide, he difdain'd to 
have any thing to do with theirs, Mars, 
Bacchus and Diana. And yet they are no 
ether than Pictures, that make no Et lenti- 
2T Diſſimilitude ; for as you fee Ators in a 
Play, repreſenting the perſon of a Duke, 
or an Emperour, upon the Stage, and im- 
A mediately 
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 mediately after, in the Tiring Room, re- 


tyrn'to their true and original Condition ; 
i the Emperour, whoſe Pomp and Luſtre, 
does fo dazle you 1n Publick, 


- | Silicet, & grandes viridj cum lace ſmaragdi Lucrelib.q; 
» | Avro includuntur, teritarque Thalaſſma veſtis 
Aﬀrdue, & weneris ſudorem exercita petat. 
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Great Emeralds richly are in Gold enchaſt, 
To dart Green Luſtre , and the Sea-greens 
" nn | veſt 
Continually is worn and rub'd to Frets, ” 
Whilſt it Imbibes the Juice that Yexus 
"ESTTENP ( Sweats. 
do but peep behind the Curtain, and you'l 
foe nothing more than an ordinary Man, 
and peradventure, more: Contemptible 
than the meaneſt of his Subjects. le be- g.1.,. x. 
atus introrſum eſt, iſtius brafteata felicitas 1s. 
eſt. True Happineſs lies within, the other 

is but a counterfeit Felicity. Cowardize, 
Irreſolution, Ambition , Spite and Envy, 

ae as Predominant in him,. as in ano- 

racr, 


(Ort) 


Horace lib. 


| Non enim gaz&, neque conſularis 
, 1<—ajnr - 2. Ode. 16, 


Summovet liftor, miſeros tumultus 
Menti, & curas neg circum 
eta volentes, 


ay. 50g. | 


: 
uy. 


Fey | Sud < Mons Bhi no 


Rd 
4 cut For neither Wealth, Honovrs; nor Offices! 
wil Tumults of the —_— de 


Nor chaſe | thoſe Cares ; 8 that big. unwea- 
Crd Wings 
Hover about the Palaces of Kings.” By 


Ce 


A 


Nay, Solitude tude and ny atta ck him even 
in-the Center wer of his Dortalions.” 


[ 


Al 
Tt 


Lieb, Re veraque metus lng, cureaque ſequaces, 
Nec metuunt ſonitns armormm, nec fera tela, 
Andadterque 'inter Reges,"rernmque-potentes 
VA fares, meque fulgorem re reverentur ab aur, 

'{ Hearts, 
x) Fo Fears and Cares warring with Humane 
Fear not the claſh of of Arms, nox points of” 
JEN {Darts ;' 
But: with great Kings and Potenites makes 
old, 
Mevgre their Purple, and their Gtntegs 
Gold 
z) D> Feavers, Gouts and Apoplexics, fpare.” 
them any. more , _ one of. us.? When? 
Old Age hangs heavy upon a Princes 
Yhoulders, ' I Yeomen of his Guard: 

' eaſe him of £5 Burthen ? ' When he'is A- 

ſtoniſh'd with” the a: apprehenſion of Deai Death, 

can the Gontorent of * his: Bed-Chamber. 

| comfort and aſſure him ? .When Jealouſie,” 

orany other Caprighio ſwims in his Brain,, 


A unde Hm I CLEA ASD<ICCL.qCTRMOH ©. 


of 
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s 
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i” Seihidar APW Bfies. FIF 
way our © en and: Ceremonies 
rgtore: him! to his Humour 2 The 
Zanopy Embroider'd with Pearl and Gold, 
belies under, has no Vertue againſt a vio- 
nt fir of the: Stone or Cholick. | 


Nee calide citins decedunt corpore febres © 1 
_ Jt an pituris, eſeroque rubenti 
quam fi plebeia in veſte cubandum 


oft 

Nor ſooner will « Calenture depart, c 
Although m:frgurd Titlues lodg'd thou art, 
Than if thy homely Couch were meanly 
( —_ 

vick pooreſt Blankets of the courſeſt thred. 


Idem. 


The Flatterers of thanks the Great, 
polldt him,” that he was the: Son: of Fupsa 
a9 ut being one Day Wounded, and 
obſerving "the Blood {trearti. from. - his) 
Wound : What fay you now, ( my Ma- 
ſters,) faid he, 1s not this Blood of. &/ 
Griimſon Colour , and purely Humane #7 
This is rot of - the Complexion with that: 
which Zomer makes to iſſue from the! 
Wounded Gods. The Poet Fermedorus 
ligd Writ a Poem in Honour of Awtiganus, 
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wherein he calld him the Son of the Sun<. © 

But 
ool, 

nn 


if he be Deform'd , 


Rat WHO has the emptying of my: Cloſe-" 
ffool, ( faid Antigzouus y will. find to. the. 

He is but a Man at beſt, and ' 

or ill Qualified from 


his' 


en 


Aﬀ.x See 


X) 
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neither mend his Shape, nor his Nature! 


Puellz ( For 
| Hunc raplate, quidquid culcaverit hic , roſa 
( where he g 

Though Maids ſhould 3 him , and 
In every ſtep he takes, ſhould f brine 4 

Roſe, 
what of all that, if he be a Fool and a 
Sot ! even Pleaſhre and good Fortnne, are 
not reliſh'd without Vigour and Under- 


ſtandin 
F ( poſſie det, 


Ter, Heert, ZZec perinde ſunt, ut illius animus qui ed 


* Quiuti ſcit, ei bona, illi, qui non utitur red 
( ma 


v| Things to the Souls of their Poſleſlors: 


Goods i if well usd, if ill, they Evils are. | 


NE the Benefit of Fortune are, they: 
et require a Pallat fit to reliſh and taſte' 


—_ 


F Tis Fruition, - and not poſſeſſion, 
that made us Happy. 


( aur, 


Horge ih. Non domus, © fundus, non eris aceruus &: 


Fgroto domini deduxit corpore febres , 
Non animo curas, valeat poſſeſſor oportet, 
Qui comportatis rebus bene cogitat utt , 


his Birth, the —_— of * the Univerſe, ons 4 s 


( ſquare, 
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But cupit, aut metuit, juvat illum fit domus 
- $7] -, (antres, 
Ur lippum pitte Tabule, fomenta podacram, + 
RE | ( ford 
Manners, or heaps of Braſs and Gold, af- 
No caſe at all to their Febritick Lord. ; 
Nor can they cure his Cares ; 'tis requiſite 
The Good's Poſſeſſor know the uſe of it. 
Who Fears or Covets , theſe ſo help him 
Hy | | _ ( out, 
As Pictures Blind Folks, Cataplaſmes the 
; x | ] .- ( Gout, 
Hle is a Sot , his Taſte is pall'd and flat; 
he no more enjoys what he has, than one 
that has a Cold, reliſhes the flavour of Ca- 
nary 3. . or than a Horſe is ſenſible of his 


Rich Capariſon, Plate is in the right, when. 


he tells us, that Health, Beauty, . Vigour 


Þ. ind Riches, and all the other things call'd 


Goods,” are equally Evil to the Unjuſt, "as 
Good to the Juſt, and the Evil on the con- 
trary the ſame. And therefore, where ej- 
ther the Body or the Mind , are in difor- 


Ut Chap, 2. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſays. 513 


x Ga-rws) 


der, to what uſe ſerve theſe external Con- 


veniences? Conſidering”, - that the leaſt 

prick with a Pin, or the leaſt Paſſion of 

the Soul, is ſufficient to deprive us of the 

pleaſure of being ſole Monarch of .the 

World. At the firſt twitch of the Gout, 

T figpifies much to be call'd Sir, and your 
ajelty ; 


Totus, 


C1 


514 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. Book 


As 


Y 


Hor lib. 1: Totus, & argento conflatus, torus, © auro. 
» Zo 


( they. will hold, yi 


Although his Cheſts are cram'd , whilſt 


With immenſe Sums of Silver Coin and fl 


| M ( Gold. 

does he not forget his Palaces and Gran 
\ Ps @* x deurs ? If he be Angry, can his being a 
"Prince, keep him from Jooking, Red, and 
looking Pale, and grinding his Teeth, like 

a Mad-man 2 Now it he be a-Man of parts, 

A [;g4 and well deſcended, Royalty adds very 
little to his Happineſs : _ 


| "T1 nt 
For. lib. 1. $7 ventri bene, ft lateri eft pedibuſque or 
Ep. 12. Divitice poterant regales addere majus. 
| TY  _(Fooh 
TL) If thou art right and ſound from Head .to 
« A Kings Revenue can add nothing tot. 


- 


He diſcerns, 'tis nothing but Counterfeit 
and Gullery. Nay perhaps, he would be 
of King Seleucus opinion, That who knew 


the weight of a Scepter, would not daign 


to ſtoop to rake it up ; which he ſaid, in 
reference to the great and painful Duty in- 
Yr cumbent upon a gooa King. Doubtlefs it 
can be no cafe task to Rule others, when 
we find it fo hard a matter to Govern our 
ſelves. 


— 
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tulty of choice. in things that are new and 
doubtful, to us conſider'd, Iam very much 
of opinion, that it is much more pleaſant 
po follow, than to lead; and that it is a 
great ſettlement and fatisfaction of Mind, 
to have only one Path to walk in, and to 
have none to anſwer for, but a Man's 


felt ; 


Ut ſatius multo jam fit, parere quietum. TL 
Quam regere imperio res velle. 5 


$o that 'ris better Calmly to Obey, 
Than ih the Storms of State to Rule and 
3 | ( Sway. 
To which we may add that ſaying of Cy- 
rus, That no Man was fit to Rule, but he 
who in his own Worth was of greater Va- 
ſue , than all thoſe he was Govern : 
But King Hero in Xenophon, ſays further, 
That in the Fruition = of Pleaure is 
fell, they are in a worſe condition, than 
private =  foraſmuch as the opportu- 
nities and facility they have of command- 
ing thoſe things at Will, takes oft from 
the Delight. | 
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Pinguis amor, nimiumque potens, in tedia nos l.akk.ts; 


Vertitur, & Stomacho dulcis ut eſca necet, 


Too Potent Love, in Loathing aever ends, 

As higheſt Sawce the Stomach mot of- , 

( fends. 
Can 
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I DP Can we think , that the Singing-Boys of Ih 
|; the Quire, take any great : elight in their | 
| &) own TOES The Saciety does rather 
render it troubleſome and tedious to them, 


. Feaſts, Balls, Mafgquerades and Tiltings, 
n) : elight Tuch as but rarely fee, and deſire to 
| & at ſuch Solemnities : But having been 


frequent at ſuch Entertainments, the re» 

liſh of them grows flat and inſipid : Nay, 

X) Women ( the greateſt Temptation }) . do 

not ſo much kliohe dio who make a 

common practice of the ſport. He who 

; *) will not give himſelf lejfure to be Thirſty, 

&an never find the true pleaſure of Drink- 

* ing. Farces and Tumbling Tricks, are 

pleaſant ro' the Speftators, but a pain to 

thoſe by whom they are perform'd. And 

that this is effetually fo, we fee that Prins 

ces divert themſelves fometimes in diſgu- 

ſing their Quality, a while to depoſe them-. 

ſelves, and to ſtoop to the poor and ordi- 

nary way of Living of the meaneſt of 
their People. 


00 
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Hor.cartib. Plerumque grate Principibus wires , 

3- Ode 29. Mundazque parvo ſublare pauperum 
Cene fine aulzis, & oftro , 
Soltcitum explicuere frontem. 


x) | Even Princes with Variety tempted are, 
Which makes them oft feed on clean home- 

( ly Fare, 

In 
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or Hut, laying aſide the State, 


ft 
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, It and Pomp, which ſhould on Gran- 
er * ( deur wait, 
MM. F ſn fuch a Solitude to ſmooth the Frown 
M Bred by the weighty Preflure of a Crown. 
= Nothing is fo diſtaſtful and difappointing, x & < 1" 


g Abundance. Whar Appetite would not 
jy be battled, to ſee Three Hundred Women 

his Mercy, as the Grand Sejgzeor has in 
his Serag/zo 2 And What Fruition of Plea- 
- #, Taſte of Recreation, did he of his 


_ who never 
nta Hawking without Seven Thouſand 
Falconers > Andbefides all this, I Fancy 
that this Luſtre of Grandeur brings with: 
it no Iittle diſturbance and uncafinefs up- 
n the Enjoyment of the moſt tempting 
pleaſures, they are too conſpicuous, and 


MEitors reſerve to himſelf, w 


—— 


| lie too open to every ones view. Neither” » 
doI know to what end a man ſhould any 
more require them to conceal their Errors, 
ſince what is only reputed indiſcretion in 
us, they know very well the people in 
them brand with the names of Tyranny, 
and contempt of the Laws; and beſides 
their proclivity to Vice, are apt to cenſure, 
that it is a heightning to wo re to them , 
to Inſult over the Laws, and to trample 
upon Publick- Ordinances. Plato indeed, 


'in his Gorgeas defines, a Tyrant to b2 
one, who in a City has Licence to do 
LI 3 


what- 


”7 
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ovge 4x) 


1) own The Saciety does rather 
render it troubleſome and tedious to them. 


x) Feaſts, Balls, Mafquerades and Tiltings, 
| q elight fuch as but rarely ſee, and deſire to 
X at ſuch Solemnities : But having been 


frequent at ſuch Entertainments, the re- 

liſh of them grows flat and inſipid : Nay, 

X) Women ( the greateſt Temptation ) . do 
riot fo much. delight thoſe who make a 
common practice of the ſport. He who 

: x) will not give himfelf lejſure ro be Thirſty, 
can never find the true pleaſure of Drinks 

' ing.” Farces and Tumbling Tricks, are 
pleaſant ro' the SpeRtators, but a pain to 
thoſe by whom they are perform'd. And 

that this is efietually fo, we ſee that Prins 

ces divert themſelves fometimes in diſgui- 

ſing their Quality, a while to depoſe them- 


ſelves, and to ſtoop to the poor and ordi- 


nary way of Living of the meaneſt of 


their People. 
Bor.cardib. Plerumque grate Principibus wives , 
3-Ode 29 Mundaque parvo ſublare pauperum 


Cene ſme aulzis, & oftro, 
Solicitum explicuere frontem.” 


2); | Bron Priow with Varkey cendpred ave, 
Which makes them oft feed on clean home* 

| ( ly Fare, 

In 
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Baz poor Hut, laying aſide the State, 


, Ik and Pomp, which ſhould on Gran- 
ry: © ( deur wait, 
IM. I jq fuch a Solitude to ſmooth the Frown 


fore'd by the weighty Preſſure of a Crown. 


"1 J Nothing is fo-diſtaſtful and difappointing, 
by t Abundance. What Appetite would not 
h bs battled, to ſee Three Hundred Women 
- {| zthis Mercy, as the Grand Seigzeor has in 
bis Serag/zo 2 And What Fruition of Plea- 
i or Taſte of Recreation, did he of his 


Arotets owned moon gn tee 


and contempt - of the Laws; and beſides 
their proclivity to Vice, are apt to cenſure, 
that it is a heightning to vleats re to them, 
to Inſult over the Laws, and to trample 
upon Publick Ordinances, Plato indeed, 
[in his Gorgeas defines, a Tyrant to bs 
one, who in a City has Licence to do 


Ll 3 What- 
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| whatever his own Will leads him to. And: fly 
by reaſon of this Impunity , the Overt-. Us: 
ating and Publication of their Vices, does 
oft-times more Miſchief, than the Vice it 
{elf. Every one fears to be pry'd into, and 
diſcoverd in their Evil Courſes ; but Prin- 
ces are, even to their very Geſtures, Looks 


te / \CP.K 


X 


But let us retyrn to Hero, whoa 
complains of the Inconveniences he found 
in his Royalty, in that he could not look 
broad, and Travel the World at liberty, 
being as it were a Priſoner to the Bounds 

and Limits of his own Dominion : And 
that in all his Actions, he was evermore 
ſurrounded with an importunate Crowd, 
P85.:x Andin truth, to ſee our Kings ſet all alone 
«t Table, environed with ſo many People 
ID, Tn =- prating 
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gers ſtaring upon them, as they always 
are,” I have often. been mov'd , rather to 
pity, than to envy, their condition. King 
Alphonſus was wont to ſay, that in this, 
ſſes were in a better condition than 
Kings, their Maſters permitting them to 


feed at their own eaſe and pleaſure; a fa- 
your that Kings cannot obtain of their 


# Servants. And it would never fink into 


my fancy, that it could be of any great 
benefit to the Life of a Man of Senſe, to 


have Twenty People prating about him, 


when he is at Stool; or that the Services 
of a Man of Ten Thouſand Liversa Year, 
or th has taken Caſal , or defended Sje- 
17, ſhould be either more commodious, or 
more acceptable to him , than thoſe of a 
good Groom of the Chamber, that under- 


ftands his place. The Advantages of So- 


veraignty, are but Imaginary upon the 
matter : Every degree of Fortune has in 
it ſome Image of Principality. Cefar calls 
all the Lords of France, having Free-Fran- 
chiſe within their own Demeans, Roylets ; 
and in truth , the Name of Sire excepted, 
they go pretty far towards Kingſhip ; for 
do but look into the Provinces remote 
from Court, as Brittany for example, take 


notice of the Attendance, the Vaſlals, the 


Officers, the Employments, Service, Ce- 


remony and State , of a Lord that Lives 
L14 retird 
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retird from Court, is conſtant to his owy- q# 
Houſe, and that has been bred up amongſi rs 
his own Tenants and Servants ; and ob». 8 


ſerve withal, the flight of his Imagination,. i 


there is nothing more Royal : He hears 
talk of his Maſter once a Year , as of a 
King of Perſia, or Peru, without taking 
any further notice of him , than ſome re& 
mote Kindred, his Secretary keeps in ſome 
Muſty Record. And, to ſpeak the truth, 
our Laws are eaſie enough, 1o eaſe, that q 
Gentleman of France ſcarce feels the weight 
of Soveraignty pinch his Shoulders above 
Twice in his Life. Real and effectual Sub- 
jection, only concerns ſuch amongſt us, as 
voluntarily thruſt their Necks und&@ the 
Yoke, and who deſign to get Wealth and 
Honours by fuch Services : For a Man 
that loves his own Fire-ſfide, and can Go» 


vern his Houſe, without falling by the. 


Ears with his Neighbours, or engaging in 
Suits of Law, is as free, as a Duke of Ye- 


nice. Paucos ſervitus, plures ſervitutem te- 


ment, Servitude ſeizes of few, but many 
ſeize of her, But that which Hero is 
moſt concern'd at, is, that he finds himſelf 
ſtripp'd of all Friendſhip, and depriv'd of 
all Natural Society, wherein the true and 


moſt perfect Fruition of Humane Life does 


coniiſt. For what Teſtimony of affection 
and good will, can I extract from him, 
that owes me, whether he will or no, all 


Po 
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«ll t he is able to do? Can I form any af- 
gf Bi ance of his real Reſpect to me, from his 


ob». | lamble way of Tpeaking, and fubmiſtive 
Dn, Kriour when they are Ceremonies, it 
ars is not in his Choice to deny ? The Ho» 


nour we. receive from thoſe that Fear us, is 
1g || not Honour, thoſe Reſpedts are paid to my 
'& Royalty, y, and not to me. 


h, 8 Maximum hoc Regni bonum eft, 
2 Quod fatta domini cogitur populus Ju; 
t | . Quan ferre, tam Laudare, * 


is the great Benefit of Kings, that they 
Who are by Law Subjected to their Sway , 
Are und, in all their Princes fay or do, 
Not only to Submit, but Praiſe it too. 


No I not ſee, that the Wicked , - and the 
good King, he that is hated, and he that is 
belov'd, has the one as much Reverence 
paid him, as the other-2 My Predeceſfor 
was, and my Succeſlor ſhall be, ſerv'd with 
the ſame Ceremony and State. If my 
Subjects do me no harm, *tis no Evidence 
of any good Aﬀection ; why ſhould I 
look upon it as ſuch, ſeeing 1t 1s not in 
their Power if 'they would > No: one tol- 
lows me, or Obeys my Commands, up- 
6n the account of any Friendſhip betwixt 
him and me ; there can be no contrac&- 
ing of Friendſhip, | where there is fo little 
relation 
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relation and correſpondence : My own. [hi 
Height has put meg out of the Familiarity 
of, and Intelligence with men : There is 
too great diſparity and diſproportion be- 
twixt us; they follow me either upon the 
account of decency, and cuſtome ; or ra- 
ther my fortane, than me, to encreaſe 
their own: All they ſay to me, or do for. 
me, is forc'd and diſſembled, their liberty 
being on all parts reſtrain'd by the great 
power and authority I have over them. 
I ſee nothing about me but what is dif- 

£) , ſembled, and diſguisd. 'The Emperour 
Fulian being one day applauded for his 
exact Juſtice : I ſhould be proud of theſe 
praiſes, faid he, did they come fronÞþper- 
ſons that durſt condemn, or diſapprove. 

| the contrary, in caſe I ſhould do it. All 
EP ;) the real advantages of Princes are common 
'//, to them with Men of meaner condition : 
"Tis for the Gods to Mount winged Horles, 

and feed upon+ Ambroſia : Earthly Kings 

have no other Sleep, nor other Appetite, 

than we ; the Steel they Arm themſelves 
withal, is of no better temper, than that 

we alſo uſe ; their Crowns do neither de- 

fend them from the Rain, nor Sun. - Dz0- 


* x) £ foy's clefan who wore _a Crown ſo Fortunate 
; = Reverd, reſign'd it, to retire himſelf 
to the Felicity of a private Life : And 

ſome time after the neceſſity of Publick 


Afairs, requiring, that he ſhould reaſſume 
8 | his 
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' This Charge, he made Anſwer to thoſe 


rity F who came to Court him to it, You 
"Y would not . offer, ( faid he ) to per- 
Ce 


{wade me to this, had you ſeen the fine 
the | Order of Trees I have Planted in my Or- 
ra- Þ chard, and the fair Melows I have Sow'd 
aſe in my Garden. In Anachar/is his Opinion, + 
for. | the happieſt Eſtate of Government. would 
ty | be, where. all other things being equal, 
at } Precedency ſhould be meaſur'd out by the 
n. | Vertues, and Repulſes by the Vices of 
iſ» | Men. When King Pyrrhus prepar'd for his x V/c Gn” 
i | Expedition into /raly , his Wiſe Counſeller 
s F Cyneas, to make him ſenſible of the Vani- 
e | ty of his Ambition ; Well Sir, ( aid he, ) 
'» | to what End do you make all this Mighty 
e. | Preparation ? To make my 1cli Maſter af 
| | Zaly, ( reply'd the King ).- And what at- 
| | ter that is done, (196 Cyneas2 ) IT will 
paſs over into Gaule ahd Spain, ſaid the o- 
ther. And what then? I will then go to 
Subdue Africk ; and laſtly, when I have 
brought the whole World to my SubjeCti- 
on, I will fit down and reſt Content at- 
my own Eaſe. For God fake, Sir , ( re- 
ply'd Cyneas, ) tell me what hinders, that 
you may not, if you pleaſe, be now in the 
condition you ſpeak of 2 Why do you not 
now at this inſtant, ſettle your ſelf 1 Fn the 
State you ſeem to aim at, and ſpare the 
Labour and Hazard you interpoſe ? 


Nimzrum 
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_ Lucretl5. Njmirum quia non bene norat que effet habeas | 
Finis & omnino quoad creſcat vera voluptas, 


The end of being Rich he did not know; NS 
Nor to what pitch Felicity ſhould grow. | 


I will conclade with an old Verſickle, that 
I think very pat to the purpoſe. : 


Cort. Nep, AMores cuique [ui fingunt fortunam. 
zn vit, A, 
-<4680 | 
I ng7 5" Himſelf, not Fortune, ev'ry one muſt blame, 
oY / | Since Men's own Manners do their For- 
( tunes frame, 


CHAP. XLIIL 
Of Sumptuary Laws. 


f at's THE way by which our Laws at- 
In tempt to bs and vain ex- 
pences in Meat and Clothes, ſeems to be 

quite contrary to the end defign'd. The 

true way would be to is of in men a. Con- 

tempt of Silks and Gold, as vain, frivo- 

lous, and uſeleſs ; whereas we augment to' 

them the Honours, and enhance the value 

of ſuch things, - which ſure is a very im- 
proper 
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4); Iyroper way to. create a diſguſt. For to . 
4. Ja, that none but Princes ſhall eat Tur- 
64 


ber, ſhall wear Velvet, or Gold-Lace, and 
nterdict theſe things to the people, what 
is it but to bring them into a greater 
eſteem, and to ſet every one more a gog 
: Bio eat, and wear them? Let Kings ( a 
it | Gods name) leave off theſe Enſigns of 
Grandeur, they have others enough be- 
& fides ; thoſe exceſſes are more exculable in 
any other, than a Prince. We may learn 
by the Example of ſeveral Nations, better 
| ways of exteriour diſtintion of quality 
(which truly I conceive to: be very requi- 
ſite in a State ) enow, without foſtering 
vp this corruption, and manifeſt incon- 
yenience to this effect. "Tis ſtrange how 
fuddenly, and with how much eaſe cuſtom 
in theſe indifferent things eſtabliſhes ir 
felf, and becomes authority. We had 
fcarce worn Cloath a year (in compliance 
with the Court ) for 'the Mourning of 
Henry the Second, but that Silks were \,_ 
already grown into ſuch contempt with 
every one, thata man ſo clad, was pre- 
ently Concluded a Citizen, The Silks 
were divided betwixt the Phyſicians, and 
Chirurgeons, and though all other people 
almoſt went in the ſame habit, there was 
notwithſtanding in one thing or other, 
ſufficient diſtintion of the calling, and 
conditions of men. How ſuddenly do 
: greaſy 
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greaſy Chamois Doublets become the faſhion 9 
in our Artnies, whilſt all neatneſs and riches 
of habit fall into contempt'2 Let Kings but 
lead the dance , and begin to leave off this 
expence, and 1 in a Month the bufineſs wil 
be done throughout the Kingdome, with 
out an Edict; we. ſhall all follow. Tt ſhould 
| te rather proclaim'd on the contrary, that 
no one Thould wear Scarlet, or Gold-ſmiths 
| work, bur Whores and Tumblers. Zelew 

ces with the like invention reclainid the 
corrupted manners of the Locrians, Whoſe 
Lawes were , that no free woman ſhould te 
allow'd any more than one Maid to follow 
ber unleſs ſhe was drunk: nor was to ſtir 
out of the City by night , wear Jewels of 
Gold about her , or go in an Embroidred 
Robe, unleſs the was a profeſt and publick 
Whore : The Bravo's, and Rufhans except- 
ed, no' man was to wear a Gold Ring; nor 
be ſeen in one of thoſe effeminate Veſts wo- 
ven in the City of Miletum. By which in- 
jamous exceptions, he diſcreetly diverted 
his Citizens, from Superfluities , and per- 
nicious pleafures, and it was 4 project of 
grean Utility to attract men by honour, 
andAmbition to their Duty and Obedience: 

x) | Our Kings may do what they pleaſe in ſuch 

) external Reformations, their own inclina- 
Suinz.p4.£10ns ſtands in this caſe for a Law > Quite 
dz.4q quid Principes faciuat, precipere videnter, 

What Princes themielves do, they ſeem to 
enjout' 
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Lon | 
hes 


join others. Whatever. is done at Court 
aſſes for a rule through the reſt of France. 
Let the Courtiers but fall out with theſe 
+ominable Breeches, that diſcover ſo much 
of thoſe parts ſhould ke concealed : Theſe 


| gear Bellied Doublets, that make us look 


e I know not what ; and are ſo unfit to 
xdmit of Arms ; theſe long effeminate 
Locks of Hair ; This fooliſh Cuſtom of 
Kiſſing, what we preſent to our equals and 
our Hands in faluting them'; a ceremony 
in former times only due to Princes : And 
that a Gentleman ſhall appear in place of 
reſpe&t without his Sword, unbuttoned and 
untruſt, as though he came from the 
Houſe of Office ; and that contrary to the 
wſtom of our Fore-fathers, and the parti- 
cular priviledge of the Nobleſs of this 
Kingdom , we ſhall ſtand a long time bare 
to them in what place ſoever, and the ſame 
to a hundred others, ſo many Tierces and 
Quarts of Kings we have got now a days, 
and alſo other the like innovations , and 
degenerate cuſtoms ; they will ſee them all 
preſently Vaniſht and Cry'd down. Theſe 


are, *tis true, but ſuperficial Errours ; but 
however of ill conſequence, and 'tis enough 
to inform us that the whole Fabrick is Cra- 
zy and Tottering, when we ſee the rough- 
caſt of our Walls to cleave and ſplit. Plato 
in his Laws, eſteems nothing of more pe- 


Riferous conſequence to his City , than to 
giVe 
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give Young-Men the liberty of introducing Ie 
any change in their Habits , Geſtures, lie 
Dances, Songs, and Excercifes, from one fi 
form to another ; ſhifting from this to that 
Hunting after Novelties, and applauding 
the Inventors ; by which means Manners 
are corrupted , and the old inſtitutions 

. come to be mauſeated and deſpiſed. In all 
P58 things ſaving: only in thoſe that are evilſa 
change 15 to be fear d.; even the change of 

Seafons , Winds , Viands , and Humours; 

And no Laws are in their true credit , but 

ſach to which God has given ſo long a con 

tinuance , that no one knows their begins 
. ning, or that there ever was any other. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 
Of Sheep. 


Sep x TT Eaſon directs, that we ſhould always 
K\ Fo the ſame way ; but not always the 

fame pace. And conſequently though a 

Wiſe Man ought net fo much to give the 

Reins to humane Paſſions, as to let them 

deviate him from the right Path ; he may 
notwithſtanding without prejudice to his 
Duty , leave it to them to haſten , or to 
lack his ſpeed, and not fix himſelf like a; 
x) motionkcſs, and inſcnfible Coloſs, Cor, | 
ertue 
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cing Ffertue it ſelf put on Fleſhand Blood, T be- 
res, eve the Pulſe would Beat faſter going on 
one ſt an Aſfault, than in going to Dinner : 
 FThat is to fay, there is a neceſſity ſhe 
ould Heat, and be movd upon this ac- 
count. IT have taken notice , as of an ex- 
Sfzordinary thing of ſome great Men , 
who in the: higheſt Enterprizes, and great- 
& Dangers, have detain'd themſelves in 
6 ſettled and ſerene a Calm , as not at all | 
rs Ft hinder their uſual Gayety , or break | | 
ut Ftheir Sleep. + A/exander the Great, on the x vc ee, 444 [ 
n Day aſſigned _for that furious Battel be- "= 
mn Stwixt him and Darivs, flept fo profound- 
&dly, and ſo long in the Morning, that 
Parmenio was forc't to enter his Chamber, 
and coming to his Bedſide to call him {eve- 
ral times by his Name , the t1me to go to - 
Fight compelling him ſo to do. The Em- x) 
perour Otho, having put on a reſolution to 
KI himſelf the ſame night, atter having 
ſttled his Domeſtick affairs , divided his 
Money amoneſt his Servants., and fet a 
good edge upon a Sword he had made 
choice of for the purpoſe, and now ſtaying 
only to. be ſatisfied whether all his friends 
were retird in ſafety, he fell into fo ſound 
#lleep, that the Gentlemen of his Chamber 
| feard fim Snore. The death of this Eni- 
perour has in it circumſtances parallelling 
bm of, the great Cato, and particularly 
| flis before related : For Caro being ready 
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to diſpatch himſelf , whilſt he only ſtaidffY 
his hand in expeQation of the return ofa& ' 
meſſenger le had ſent, to bring him newJM&** 
whether the Sexators he had ſent away JW 
were put out from the Port of Utica, he And 
{ell into ſo ſound a fleep, that they had who 
'him into .the next Room ; and he whonJ& 
he had ſent to the Port , having awakdJ* 
him to let him know , that the Tempe 
ſtuous Weather had hindred the Senator 
from putting to Sea ; he diſpatcht away + 
nother meſſenger , and compoſing himk 
again in the Bed , ſettled again to ſleep, 
\, and did fo, till by the return of the laſ 
meſſenger, he had certain _ intelligence 
they were gone. We may here further} 
- \compare him with Alexander too , in that Y* 
grear and dangerous Storm that threatned ©: 
him by the Sedition of the Tribune Me-N '® 
tellus, who attempting to publiſh a Decree bz 
tor the calling in of Powpey with his Army 
into the City, at the time of Catilives Con ©? 
ſpiracy, was only, and that ſtoutly opposd i 
by Cato, ſo that very tharp language and] *: 
bitter menaces paſt betwixt them in the} © 
Senate about that affair ; but it was the 
next day in the Fore-Nune, that the cor- 
troverſie was to be decided ; where Ms 
tellus, beſides the favour of the peopl; 
and of Ceſar, (at that time of Pomp!y 
Faction) was to appear accompanied witl 
2 Radble of Slaves and Fencers ; and ws 

only 
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hut 
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t 
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ly fortified with his own Courage and 
ofa Gonſtancy ; ſo that his Relations, -Dome- 
newelll icks, and ſeveral vertuous people of his 
ray Biriends were in great apprehenſions for him. 
Find to that Degree, that ſome there were 
hag who paſt over the whole Night without 
honfScep, Eating, or Drinking, tor the mani- 
a danger they ſaw him running into ; 
of, which his Wife and Siſters did nothing 
- hut Weep , and torment themſelves in his 
+ Houſe ; whereas he, on the contrary , 
F! Comforted every one, and aſter having 
p,{pp'd after his uſual manner, went to 
af Bed, and ſlept profoundly till Morning, 
1ce {that one of his fellow 7ribunes ronz'd him 
herſ 0 go to "the encounter, The knowledge 
2 ye bave of the greatneſs of this Mans 
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ef Courage by the reſt of his Life , may war- 


/ {rant us ſecurerly to judge that his indiffe- 
ce tence proceeded from a ſoul ſo mucheleva- 
ted above ſuch accidents, that he diſdain'd 
tolet it take any more hold of his Fancy, 
, than any other ordinary adventure. In the 
{Þ Naval Yaval Engagement, that Azgy/tzs won of 
Sextus Pompeius in Sicily , juſt as 5 they 
were to begin the Fight he was ſo faſt a- 
| fleep , that his Friends were compell'd to 
| wake him to give the Signal of Battel : 
And this was it that gave Mark Anthony af- 
Þ ferwards occaſion to reproach him , that 
| 


he had not the Courage ſo much as with 
<2 Eyes, to behold the .order of his own 
M m 2. Squadrons, 
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Squadrons, and not to have dard to 
ſent himſelf before the Souldiers , till firſt 
Azrippa had brought him news of the 
Victory obtain'd. But as to the buſineſs of 
young Marius, who did much worſe (for 
the day of the laft Battel againſt Sy/a, after 
he had order'd his Army , given the word 
and Signal of Battel , he laid him down un- 
der the Shade ofa Tree to repoſe himfelf, ( 


and fell fo faſt aſleep, that the Rout, and 
Fight of his Men could hardly wake him, 
having feen nothing of the Fight) he is faid 
to have been at that time ſo extreamly put 
ſpent, and worn out with Labour and 
Want of Slcep, that Nature could hold out 
no longer. Now upon what has been faid, 
6 £ 8x the Phyſicians may determine,whether ſleep 
beTo neceſſary that our lives depend upon 

x) it: for we read that King Perſeus of Mace- 
don beirg-Priſoner at Rome, was wak'd to 

x) Death ; but Pliny inflances ſuch as have 
lived long without ſleep. ZZerodotus ſpeaks 

%) of Nations, where the Men ſleep and 
x) wake by halt years: And they who write 
the Lite of the Wiſe Fpimenides., affirm 


———_ c——— ——— 


. that he ſlept ſeven and filty years togerher. 
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CHAP ALF. 
ter | 
Yd Of the Battel of Dreux. 
IN» | 
1, J/FYUr Battel of Dreax, 1s remarkable 
nd | for ſeveral extraordinary accidents : 


® JBut ſuch as have no great kindneſs for the 
> Duke of Guiſe , nor do much favour his re- 
/ putation, are willing to have him thought 
7 Jtoblame, and that his making a Halt and 
} delaying time with this Forces he Com- 
? Fmanded , whilſt the Conſtable who was 
P FGeneral of the Army was Rackt through 
T Find through with the Enemies Artillery, 
* Fhis Battalion Routed , and himſelf taken 
/ Priſoner ; is not to be excusd : And that 
he had much better have ran the hazard 
 Bof charging the Enemy in the Flank , rhan 
faying for the advantage of falling in up- 
on the Rear, to ſuffer fo great and fo im- 
portant a loſs. But, beſides what the e- 
vent demonſtrated , who will conſider it 
without paſſion or prejudice, will eaſily Le 
induced to confeſs, that the aim and deſign Evnr, a 
not.of a Captain only , but of every _Pri- : 
rate Souldier ought to look at the Victory 
in general ; and that no particular occur- 
rences , how nearly ſoever they may con- 
M m 3 CCI 
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I. WEE 
cern hig own intereſt , ' ſhould divert him 
from that-purſuit. Philopemen in an en 
counter with Machanidas, having ſent be.Þ* 
fore a good ſtrong party of his Archers, to 
begin the Skirmith , which were by the E- 
. nemy Routed, and purſu'd; who purſuing 
them, and puſhing on the Fortune of their 
Arms in the heat of Victory ; and in that. 
purſuit paſiing by the Battalion where Pha 
lopemen was, though his Souldiers were 
impatient to fall on, yet he was better! 
temper'd, and did not think fit to ſtir from $7 
his poſt, nor to preſent himſelf to the Ene-ſ 
my to relieve his Men, but having ſufferd 
them to be chaſte about the Field, and Cut 
in pieces before his Face , then charged in 
upon their Battalion of Foot , when he ſaw} 
them left Naked by their Horſe ; and not-$&* 
withſtanding that they were Lacedemoniqns, | 
yet taking them 1n the nick , when think- the 
ing themſelves ſecure of the Victory , they 
began to diſorder their Ranks , he did his © 
buſineſs with great facility , and then put 
himſelf in purſuit of Machanidas. Which 
caſe is very like that of Monſtear. de Guiſe: 
In that Bloody Battel betwixt Age/ilaw, 
and the Bzotians , which Zenophon , who 
was preſent at it, reports to be the rudelt 
and moſt Bloody that he had ever ſeen: 
Agefilaus wav'd the advantage that Fortune 
preſented him, to-let the Bzotians Battalis 
on paſs by, and then to charge _ 
t 
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. - 6 Rear, how certain ſoever he made him- 
af of the Victory : Judging it would ras 
"ſer be an effect of Conduct than Valour, 
Þ proceed that way: And therefore, to 


q ew his: proweſs, rather choſe with a 
ing wonderful ardour of Courage, .to charge 
ee (oem 1n'the Front; but he was well beat-= 
hat , and wounded for his pains, and con- 
pz Elnin'd at laſt to diſengage himſelf, and to 


tike the courſe he had at firſt-negledted ; 
opening} his Battalion to give way to this 
orrent of the Bzotiaus tury and being 
rſt by, taking notice. that they march'd 
n diſorder, like men that thought rhem- 
klves out of danger, he then purſu'd, and 
charg'd them in their Flanks and Rear ; 
jet could not ſo prevail as to bring it to ſo 
Sgneral a Rout, but that they leiſurely re- 
treated , ſtill Facing about upon him , till 
. | they were retired into ſafety. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 
Of Names. 
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" Hat variety of Herbs ſoever are 
ſhuffled together in the, Diſh, yet 

the- whole Maſs is ſwallow'd up in one 
name of a Sallet. In like. manner, under 
bo M m 4 the 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. | Books, ” 
the conſideration of Names, 1 will make g 
hodg-podg of differing Articles. Every. 
Nation has certain Names, that , - I know: 
not why, are taken in no good ſenſe , as 
with us, Fohn, William , and. Benoift, In 
the Genealogy of Princes, alſo there 
ſeems to be certain Names fatally affected, 
as the Prolomies of Egypt , the Henry's of co 
England, the C harles's of France, the Bald: k 
wins of Flanders, and the Wll;ams of our. | 
Ancient Agquzraine, from whence, 'tis ſaid, Þ| ot 

the Name of Gayenne has its derivation; | m 
which would ſeem far fetch'd, were there Þ| fo 
not as rude derivations in Plato himſelf, I vt 
'Tis a very frivolous thing in' it ſelf, but Þ| pl 
nevertheleſs worthy to be Recorded for the 
ſtrangeneſs of it, which is writ by an Eye- 
witneſs : . that Henry Duke of Normandy, 
Son of Henry the Second, King of Eng- 

land, making a great Feaſt in France ,, the 

concourſe of Nobility and Gentry was ſo 

gxeat, that being, for Sports ſake, divided. 

into Troops, according to their Names, 

1n the firſt Troop, which conſiſted of Wil 
tiams, there were found an Hundred and” 
Ten 'Knights fitting at the Table of that 

Name, without reckoning the ordinary 

Gentlemen, and their Servants. It is as 

pleaſant to diſtinguith the Tables by the 
Names of the Guelts, as it was in the Em- 

perour  Geta, to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral 

Courles of his Meat , by the firſt _ 

of 
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s Brawn, Beef, Breame, Buſtards and Bec- 
@ficos , and fo of others. . Now there-is 
z faying, that it is a good thing to have, a 
: Name, that 1s to ſay, Credit, and a 
good Repute : But beſides this, it is really 
convenient, to have ſuch a Name as is ca- 
feof pronunciation , and eaſie to be re- 
membred ; by reaſon , that Kings, and 
other great Perſons, do by that means the 
more eaſily know, and the more hardly 
forget us ; and indeed, of our own Ser- 
vants, we more trequently call and em- 
ploy thoſe, whoſe Names are moſt ready 
upon the Tongue. I my {elf have ſeen 
Henry the Second, when he could not for 
his heart hit of a .Gentlemans Name of 
our Country of Gaſcny ; and moreover , 
was fain to call one of the Queen's Maids 
of Honour, by the general Name of her 
Family, her own being ſo difftcult to pro- 
nounce or remember. And Socrates thinks 
it worthy a Fathers Care, to give fine 
Names to his Children. "Tis ſaid, thar 
the Foundation of Neftre Dame 1a Grande, 
at Poitzers, took its Original from hence, 
that a Debauch'd Young Fellow formerly 
Living in that place, having got to him a 
Whore, and at her firſt coming in, asking 
her Name, and being anſwer'd, that it was 


9 nr Wore 


| Mary, he felt himſelf fo ſuddenly darted 


through 
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of the Meats themſelves, where thoſe that ' - | 
FShegan with B, were ſervd up together, 
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through with the Awe of Religion, and 
the Reverence to that Sacred Name of the: 
Bleſſed Virgin, that. he not only imedt- - 
ately put his Lewd Miſtreſs away from 
him, but became a reformed Man, and fo © 
| continued the remainder of his Life : And 
| ScNohedanetiiat in conſideration of this Miracle, there . 
z was *Erected upon the place , where this 

Young Mans Houſe ſtood, firſt a Chappel 
Dedicated to our Lady, and afterwards 
the Church that we' now ſee ſtanding 
+ there. This Auricular Reproof wrought 
upon the Conſcience, and that right into 
the Soul : This that follows, inſinuated it 
& po x ſelf meerly by the ſenſe. Pythagoras being 
in company with ſome wild Ypung Fel- 
tows; and perceiving that , heated with 
the Feaſt,” they complotted to go Violate 
an Honeſt Houſe , commanded the Sing- 
ing Wench to alter her Wanton Airs ; and 
Ex Selena, Grave and Spondaick Mu- 
neck; gently enchanted and laid aſleep 
, their Ardour. Will not Poſterity ſay, that 
our Modern Reformation has been won- 
derfully exact, in having not only ſcuffled 
with, and overcome Errours and Vices, 
and filFd' the World with Devotion, Hu- 
mility, Obedience, Peace, and all ſorts of 
Vertue ; but to have proceeded fo far, as 
to quarrel with the Ancient Bapfiſmal 
Names of Charles, Lewis, and Francis, to 
fill the World with Methuſalems, —_— 
; an 
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and'Malachies, of a more Scriptural found? © * 
A Gentleman , a Neighbour of mine, a 

great Admurer of Antiquity, and who was 
always preferring the Excellency of pre- 
ceding Times, in compariſon with this pre- 

ſent Age of ours, did not ( amongſt the 

feſt ) forget to Magnifie the Lotty and- 
Magnificent found of the Gentlemen's 
Names of thoſe Days, Don Grumedan, Qu3- 
dregan, Angefilan, &c. which but to hear 
Nam'd, he perceiv'd to be other kind of 
Men, than Pierre, Guillot and Michel, 1 

am mightily pleas'd with Faques Amiot, for 
leaving throughout a whole French Orati- 

on, the Latine Names entire, without va- 

rying and diſſeting them, to give them a 
French termination. It ſeem'd a little 
harſh and rough at firſt :' But already 
Cuſtom , by the Authority of Plutarch, 

( whom he took for his Example ) has 
overcome that Novelty. I have often 
with'd, that ſuch as write Chronical Hiſto- 

ries in Latize, would leave our Names as 

they find them, and as they are, and 
ought to be, for in making YVaudemont, Val- 
lemontances, and Metamorphoſing Names, 

to. make them ſuit better wita the Greet 

or Latine, we know not where we are, 

and with the perſons of the Men, loſe the of 
benefit of the Story. To conclude , 'tis a: x 5 1covi. 
ſcurvy Cuſtom , and of very ill conſe- | 
quence, that we have in our _— of 
France, 
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France, to call every one by the Name of 
his Mannor, or Seigneury, and the thing in 
the World that does the molt prejudice, 
- and confound Families and Deſcents. A 
Younger Brother of a good Family, ha- 
ving a Mannor left him by his Father , by, 
the Name of which he has been known 
and Honour, + cannot handſomely leave 
it ; Ten Years after his Deceaſe, it falls 
into the hand of a ſtranger, who does the 
ſame: Do but judg whereabouts we ſhall 
- be, concerning the knowledg of theſe Men. 
We need look no further. for Examples, 
than our own Royal Family, where every 
Partage creates a new Sir-name, whilſt in 
the mean time the Original of the Family 
is totally loſt. There is ſo great liberty 
taken in theſe Mutations, that I have not 


 inmy time ſeen any one advancd by For- 


a, 
07h 4X 


tune to any extraordinary condition, who 
has not preſently had Genealogick Titles 
added to him, new, and unknown to his 
Father, and who has not been innoculated 
into ſome illuſtrious Stem; and by good 
Luck, the obſcureſt Families, are the moſt 
proper : for Falſification. How many 
Gentlemen have we in France, who, by 
their own talk, are of Royal Extraction ? 
More I think, than who will confeſs they 
are not. Was it not a pleafant paſſage of 
a Friend of mine ? 'There were a great 
many Gentlemenaſſembled together, _ 
tne 


AY 


I. 
of 


Lb 
the diſpute of one Lord of a Mannor, 
with another ; which other had in truth, 
fme.preheminence oi Titles and Allian- 
ces, above the ordinary Scheme of Gen- 
try. Upon the Debate of this Priority of 
Place, every one ſlanding up for himſelf, 
t5 make himſelf equal to him, alledging 
one one Extraction, another another, one 
the near reſemblance of Name, another of' 
Arms, another an old worm-caten Patent, 
and the leaſt of them, Great-Granchild to 
ſome Foreign King. When they came to 
ft down to Dinner, my Friend, inſtead of 
taking his place amongſt them , retiring 
with moſt profound Congees, entreated 
the Company to excuſe him , for having 
hitherto Liv'd with them at the fawcy rate 
of a Companion ; but being now better 
inform'd of their Quality,he would begin to 


F 
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pay them the Reſpect due to theirBirth and 


and Grandeur, and that, it would ill be- 


'come him to ſit down among ſo many 
' Princes ; and ended the Farce with a 


Thouſand Reproaches. Let us in Gods 
Name fatisfie our {elves with what our Fa- 
thers were contented, and with what we 


are: We are great enough, if we rightly 


underſtand how to maintain it : Let us 


\ not difown the Fortune and Condition of 


our Anceſtors, and lay aſide theſe Ridicu- 


| ous pretences; that can never be wanting 
' to any one that has the Impudence to al- 
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*/\ ay ledg them, Arms have no more Security, £: 

| than Sir-names. I bear Azure. powdered Þ g 

with Trefoiles, Or, with a"Lyons Paw of the Þ t 

fame armed gules in Feſſe. What privi- | 'y 

ledge to; continue particularly in my. || t 

Houſe and Name? A Son-in-Law will | f 
tranſport it into another Family ; or ſome 
paltry Purchaſer will make them his firſt 
Arms ; there is nothing wherein there is 
more change, and confuſion. But this 
conſideration leads me perforce into ano- 
ther ſubject, Let us pry a little narrowly 
into, and'in Gods name examine upon 
what foundation we erect this Glory and, 
Reputation, for which the World 1s turnd 
toply turvy : Wherein de we place this 
Renown, that we hunt after with ſo great 
flagrancry, and through ſo many 1mpe- 
diments, and ſo much trouble 2 It is in 
concluſion, Peter or William that carries 
it, takes it into his poſſeſſion, and whom 
it only concerns. O what a valiant fa- 
culty is hope, that in a mortal ſubject, 
and in a moment makes nothing of uſurp- 
ing infinity and immenſity, and of fup- 
plying her Maſters indigence at her plea- 
ſure with all things he can imagine, or de- 
fire ! Nature has given us this paſſion for a 
pretty toy to play witha). And thisPeter or 
William, what is it but a ſound when all 
is done ? or three or four daſhes with. 
Pen, 1o caſie to be varied, that I "_ 
ain 


-* Wig 6 


| fain know to whom is to be attributed the 


glory of ſo many Victories, to Gueſquty, 


to Gleſquin, or to Gueaquin ? and yet there 
would be ſomething of greater moment in 
the caſe, than in Luczay, -that Sigma ſhould 
ſerve Tau with a proceſs for, 


--—Non levia, aut ludicra petuntur | 
Premaa. 


To do brave acts, who has the noble Spirit, 


 Slights mean rewards, as things below his 


(merit. 
The chace is there in very good earneſt : 
The queſtion is, which of theſe Letters is 
to be rewarded for ſo many Sieges, Bat- 
tels, Wounds, Impriſonments, and Ser- 
vices done to the Crown of France, by this 
famous Conſtable. Nicholas Dexiſot never 
concern'd himſelf further than the Letters 
of his name', of which he has altered the 
whole Contexture to build up by Anagram 
the Count of Al/inozs, whom he has celc- 


| brated with the utmoſt force, and glory 


of his Poetry, and Painting. And the Hi- 
ſtorian Suetonius could be ſatisfied with no- 
thing he Writ, unleſs it might redound'to 
his own particular honour , which made 
him caſheer his fathers Sirname Lexis, to 
leave Tranquillus Succeſſor to the reputati- 


. on of his writings. Who would believe 
that Captain Bayard ſhould have no ho- 
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rail; and that Antonio Eſealin ſhould ſuffer 


' himſelf ro his face, Xo be Rob'd of the hon- 


our 'of ſo many: Navigations and Com- 
mands at Sea--and Land by Captain Paulin, 
and the Baron de la Garde ; Theſe are inju- 
ries of the Pen, common to a thouſand 
people. How many are there in every 
Family of the fame Name and Sirname 2 
and how many. more in ſeveral Families, 
Ages, and Countries ?' Hiſtory tells us of 
three of the name of - Socrates, of five 
Plato's, of eight Ariſtotles, of ſeven Xeno- 
phons, of twenty Demetris, and of twenty 
Theodores ; and how many more ſhe was 
not acquainted with we may 1magine.. 
Who hinders my Groom from calling' 


himſelf Pompey the Great 2? But after all, 


by what Vertue, what Authority , or 
what ſecret conveyances are there, that 


fix upon my deceaſed Groom , or: the; 
other Pompey, who had his Head cut off? 
in Egypt, this glorious Renown, and theſe ' 


ſo much honoured flouriſhes of the - Pen, 
ſo as to be of any advantage to them ? 


Id cinerem, & manes credis curare ſepultos 2 


| Can we believe the dead regard ſuch things? | 


What ſenſe have the two Colleagues of. 


the greateſt eſteem amongſt men 2.. Fpa-, 


minondas 


r de Montaigne's Faye. Book 1! "ſil 
nour, but what he derives fromi Peter Ter-- WM 
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gi id, of. this glorious Verſe, that has 
k gi ſo many Ages curren\ 1n his praiſe; 


nfl noſtri laus of attrita Laconurn + : 


U- One Sparta by my Counfels i 15 0 drow 
y or Africans of this other 3 ? 


'Y E exoriente : ſupra Mantis Paludes 
geſt, qui  faitis n me equiparare gucat. . 


« from early dawn, unto the ſetting that | 
7 ENo one can match, the deeds that 1 have - 
; ( done. 
% -Survivers deed tickle thenkfetves with 
I theſe praiſes, .and by them incited to- jea=. 
buſy or deſire, inconfiderately,and accord- 
ing their own fancy, attribute to the dead 
thoſe Vertues themſelves pretend to moſt : 

' | God knows how vainly flattering them- 
; elves, that they ſhall one day in turn be 

| _ of the ſame Characters : however 


| ann . Ad hac fe. c rites Fuvenat. ? 
| <A Grajuſque & Barbarus, Indupe- **% ** 
Erexit, cauſas diſcriminis, atque laboris _ 
hide habuit, tanto major fame fits eſt, quans 


Fr mrtutss. 
 ( theſe,: 
Gree , Hh and Berbartla Chicks to. 


Pevote their Valour,;and Contrivances ,}, 
Nn | And 
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And to that Greedineſs of Glory owe :.. the 
The Dangers and Fatigues they undergo; Qu 
So much more Potent is the Thirſt of Fame, by 
Than that of Vertue. wy | 


ad 

CHAP. XLYVIL- 1 

is 

Of the Incertainty of our fudg-N 
ment. hi 

| | fre 
T was well faid of the Poet, Er 

1 

ETgoy Ns ToAvs voueos vie x} le," 0 

bf The | | ;\.<. 21 W $8 
| There is every where liberty of Arguing «| te 
mouth , and enough to be ſaid on both Jides: 
For Example, tc 
Vince Annibal, & non ſeppe uſar* poi 
Ben la vittorioſa ſua ventura. 's 
Hannibal” Conquer'd ; but was not Wiſe y 
To make the beſt uſe of his Victories. . || \ 


Such as would improve this Argument, 
and” condemn the overſight of our Les 
ders in not puſhing home the victory at 
oxcontour ; or accuſe the King of Spaindl | 
not knowing how to make his beſt uſe g 

tne 
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advantage he had againſt us at St. 
F intin, may canclude theſe overſights to 
ceed from a Soul already drunk with 
$8 or from a Courage, which being 
full, and overgorg'd with this beginning 
of good fortune, had loſt the appetite of 
adding to it, already having enough to 
do to digeſt what it had taken in : He has , 
his Arms full, and can embrace no more : 
| unworthy of the benefit conferr'd upon 
Sf him, and the advantage. ſhe had put into 
his hands : for what utility does he reap 
from it, if notwithſtanding he give. his 
rock reſpite to rally to recover his aſto- 
ment, and to make head againſt him ? 
I hope i is there that he will dare at. 
' Þ znother time to attaque an Enemy reuni- 
&F ted, and recomposd, and arm'd anew. 
x with Spite and Revenge, who did not dare 
to purſue him when routed, andunmannd 
by fear ? 


Dum fortuna calet, dum conficit omnia terror, Luc. lib. 7+ 


Whilſt Fortnne's in the heat, and terrordoes 
More than their ſharpeſt "Swords fubdue 
(their foes. 

| But withal, what better opportunity, can: 
| be expect; than that he has loſt ? :Tis not. 
here, as in Fencing, where the moſt hits 
gain the Prize : For ſo long as the Enemy. 

is on foot, the Game is new to begin, and: 
Nn 2 that 


F TT NE IP FIT, TOWIN 
Gs Sat OP C ek 1 7 
, POO LIEN. % 6 SA SEKS 

E643 0 , - L * 
oe w i 
WS. 1 fe P 
. 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book NG 
that is not to be call'd a Vi&tory, that Wd 
puts not an end to the War. In the en- 

' counter where Ceſar had the worſe, near I & 
to the City of Oricurm, he reproach'd Poms Wl 
pey's Souldiers, that he had been loſt, had 
their General known how to overcome ; 

and afterwards: claw'd him away in turn, 

V+ Vox But why may not a man alſo argue on the 


- ts i Oc —— — — 


contrary, that 1t 1s the effzct of a_preci- 
- pitous, and infatiate Spirit, not to know 
how to Found, *and reſtrain its ardour : 
that it is to abuſe the favours of God to 
exceed the meaſure he has preſcrib'd them; 
and that again to throw a mans ſelf into 
danger, after a Victory obtain'd, is again 
to expoſe himſelf to the mercy of For- 
tune : and that_it is one of the greateſt 
difcretions in the Rule of War, not to drive 

» an Enemy to deſpair. Sy//a and Marius 
in the Aſſociate War having defeated the 
Marſians ; ſeeing yet a Body of Reſerve, 
that prompted by Deſpair, was coming 
on like enraged Brutes to charge in upon 
them, thought it not convenient to ſtand 
their charge. Had not Monfieur de Fojx 
his ' ardour tranſported him fo precipt- 
toully to purſue the remains of the Vidto- 
ry of Raverna, he had not obſcur'd it by 
his own death. And yet the recent me- 
mory of his Example fervd to pre 
- ſerve Monſieur 4” Angazen from the fame 
misfortune at the Battel of Serifoles, "_ 
dans 
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togerous to attaque a_man"you have de- x « da, ©+ 
Df ? of all means to eſcape, -but by his "4 


Arms : for neceſſity teacnes violent reſo- 
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« ations : Gravifimi ſunt morſus irritate? ne Porti. 1 ax. 
ad B ofizatis, enrag'd neceſſity bites deep. an Decla, 


rn. BE Fincitar haud gratis juzulo qui provocat ho- Lic. lib. 4. 


he | em, Haje's Luc. 
ci F The foe that meets the Sword near gratis A-) 
" (dies. * 


r; | This was it that made Pharax withhold 
to | the King of Lacedemon, who had won a 
1; I Battel of the Mantineavs, from going to 
to F charge a thouſand Argians, who were ef- 
n F capd in an entire Body from the defeat ; 
7- F but rather let them ſteal off at liberty, 
ſt F that he might notencounter Valour whet- 
© || ted and enrag'd by miſchance. Clodo- « x) = 


sf} wire, King of Aquitaine, after his Victory 
& | purſuing Gondemar , King of Burgmnd) , 
beaten, and making off as faſt as he could 


for ſafety, compell'd him to face abour, 
and make hd his obſtinacy de- 
priv'd him of the fruit of his Conqueſt, 
for he there loſt his life. ; 
In like manner, if a Man were to choole, 
whether he would have his Souldiers Azz- 
guant, and richly accoutred with Damaskt 
Arms, or arm'd only for neceſlary defence ; 
this argument would ſtep in , in favour of 
the firſt (of which opinion was Sertorzus , 
Philopemen, Brwus , Ceſar , and others ) 
Nan 3 that 
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550 Seizneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. - Book |: 
'that it is to 2 Souldier an enflaming of cove 
rage , and a ſpur to Glory , to ſee himſelf 
brave ; and withal an imitation to be more 
obſtinate in Fight, having his Arms; which 
are in 2 manner his Eſtate, and whole inhe- 
ritance to defend, which is the reaſon (fays 
Xenophon) why thoſe of Afra , carried their 
Wives, Concubines , with their choiceſt, 
Jewels , and greateſt Wealth along with 
them to the Wars. But then theſe argu- 
ments would be as ready to' ſtand up for 
the other ſide, that a General ought rather 
to render his Men careleſs and' deſpetate, 
than to encreaſe their folicitude of preſer- 
vins themſelves : That by this means they 
will be in\a double tear of hazarding their 
perſons; as it will be a double temptation 
to the Enemy , to fight with greater reſo- 
lution , where ſo great booty and fo rich 
ſpoils are ro Le obtaind : And this very 
thing has. been obferv'd in former times, 
notably to encourage the Romans againſt 

the Sm ites, Antiochus ſhewing Hannibal 

the Army he: had raiſed wonderfully 
ſplendid, and Rich in all ſorts of Equipage; 

askt him, if the Romans would be fatisfied 

with that Army ? Satisfied*? replied the 
otier, yes doubtleſs were their avarice ne- 

po3 6: ver fo great. ' Licurgus not only forbad his 
' | Souldiers all manner of- bravery in their E- 

—_—— —  — — d 
| quipage , but moreover to ſtrip their con- 
' guerd Enemies, becauſe he would my 5 
al 
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- | Fad) that poverty , and frugality ſhould 
ine with the reſt of the Battel. | | 
ArSeiges, and elſewhere , where occa- 
fon draws us near to the Enemy, we wil- 
\Rlingly fuffer our Men to Brave, Rate, and 
Won the Enemy with all ſorts of injurious 
Language ; 'and not without ſome colour 
dreafon : For itis of no little conſequence, 
totake from them all hopes of Mercy, and 
Compoſition , in repreſenting to them), 


B taat there isno fair Quarter to be expected 
ex | fom an Enemy, they have incenc'd to that 
e | &gree, nor other Remedy remaining, but 
r. Fio'the Victory. And yet Yitellius tound 
y lumſelf deceiv'd in this way of proceeding ; 
- for having to do with 0:ho, weaker in the 


1 $yalour of his Souldiers, of long unaccuſto- 
| med to War, andeffeminated with the de- 
; | lights of the City ; he ſo nettled them at 
hit with injurious Language, reproaching 
' | them with cowardize, and the regret of 
| the Miſtreſſes, and entertainments they 
; | fad left behind at Rome; that by this 
8 means he inſpir'd them with fuch refolutt- 
0n, as no exhortation had had the power 
to have done; and himſelf made them fall 
upon him, with whom their own Captains 
before could by no means prevail. And 
Indeed when they are injuries that touca to 
the quick, it may very: well fall out , that 
he who went but ill-tavourdly to work in 
the behalf of his Prince, will fall to't with 
| Nan 4 ange 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's' Eſſays. Book. WE 
another ſort of, Mettle , when the quarrel 


15 his own. 
. thepreſervation ofthe General of an Army, 
and that the Univerſal aim of an Enemy is 
Tevell'd directly at the head , upon which 
all the others depend ; the advice feems ts 
admit of no diſpute,” which we know has {61 
been taken by ſfo'many great Captains of I * 

changing their habit , and diſguifing their 

perſons upon the point of going to engape. 
Nevertheleſs the inconvenience a Man'by 
ſo doing runs into, 1s not Jeis than that he 
thinks to avoid : For the Captain by this 
means being conceal d trom the knowledge 
of his own Men , the courage they ſhould 
Ce-:ive from his Preſence and Example, hap- 


pens by degrees to cool and 'to decay; || 


and not ſeeing the wonted * Marks, and 


of Fury, in 


the Bate! FEiigns of their Leader, wy preſently con- 


the perſon clude him either dead, - or that , deſpairing 


of Henry 
the Great. 


Y% 


of the buſineſs, he is gone to ſhift for him- 
ſelf; and experience ſhews us that both 
theſe ways have been both ſucceſsful , and 
* otherwiſe. What befel Pyrrhus in the Bat- 
tel he fought againſt the Conſul Levinus in 
1taly, will ſerve us to both purpoſes: For 
though by ſhrouding his perſon under the 
Arms of Demogacles, and making him wear 
his own, he undoubtedly preſerved his own 
Life, yet by that very means he was with- 
al very near running into the other Ay” 
of, 
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A Lucullas lovid to make themſelves 
k nown na Battel, by rich-Furnitures, res, and 


4 rms of a_ particular luſtre and colour : 


, Agefilaus , and that great Gi/ippus on 


the contrary usd to Fight obſcurely Armed, 
20d: without any imperial attendance, or. 
Aiſtinction. 


Amongſt other overſights Pompey | is 


Shared witha!, at the Battel of Phar{alia, 


he is condemned for making his Army- ſtand 


"fill to receive the Enemies charge ; by 
-reafon' that ( I ſhall hear ſteal Plutarchs 
own words, that are better than mine) he 
| by fo doing, depriv'd himſelf of the violent 


impreſſion, the motion of running adds to 


the firſt ſhock of Arms, and hindred the ju- 


| "ſte of the Combatants (who were wont to 


give great impetuoſity, and fury to the firſt: 


-Encounter ; eſpecially when this came to 
ruſh in with their utmoſt vigour, their 
 courages increaſing by the Shouts and thu; 


Carreer ) rendering the Souldiers animoſi- 


ty, and ardour, as a man may fay, more 


referv'd, and cold. This is what he ſays : 

But if Caf, :r had come by the worſe, why 
might it not as well have been urg'd by a- 
nother, that, on the contrary the ſtrongeſt, 
and moſt ſteady poſture of Fighting, 1s that 


wherein a man ſtands planted firm with- 


out motion; and that who makes a halt up- 


on their march, cloſing up, and reſerving 


their 


Th: c 0.47. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
ﬀf foſing rhe Battel. Alexander , Ceſar, x 
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 Seigneur de Montaighe's Eſays. Book + Rt 
their force - within themſelves for the' puſh; 
of the buſineſs, have a great advantage as 
gainſt thoſe who are diſordred, and who: 
have already ſpent half their breath in run- 
ning on precipitouſly to the charge-2 Be-. 
ſides, that an Army being a Body made up | | 
of ſo many individual members, it is im« | | 
poſſible for it to move in this fury with 
fo exact a motion , as not to break the or- 
der of Battel, and:that the beſt of Foot are 
not engag'd, before their fellows can come 
in to relieve them. ' In that unnatural / 
Battel betwixt the two Perfian Brothers, 
the Lacedemonian Clearchus, who 'com- 
manded the Greeks of Cyrus party, led them 
on ſoftly,.and without precipitation to the 
Charge ; but coming within fifty paces 
hurried them on full ſpeed , hoping in ſo 
ſhort a Carreer, both to look tor their or- 
der, to husband their breath, and at the 
fame time to give an advantage of violence, 
and impreſſion both to their perſons , and 
{ 34,7 their miſſile Arms: Others have regulated 
| "25- . .. « REY ; 
| this queſtion in charging thus ; if your E- 
| nemy come running upon you , ſtand firm 
| fo receive hint ; if he ſtand to receive you, 
run full drive upon him. 

In the expedition of the Emperour Charles 
the Fifth into Provence , King Francis was 
put to chooſe either to go meet him in 
Traly , or to expect him in his own Domi- 
nions ; Wherein, though he very well con- 


ſidered 
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- I] fidered of how great advantage it was , to - 
[preſerve his own territories entire , and 
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glear from the troubles , and inconvenien- 


'&&s of the War, 'to the end that being un- 
exhauſted of her ſtores, it might continus 
ally fupply Men, and Money arneed, thar 


the neceſſity of War requires at every turn 
to ſpoil, and lay waſte the Country before 
them, 'which cannot very well be done up- 
on ones own ; to which may be added that 
the Country people do not fo eaſily digeſt 


ſuch a havock by thoſe of their own party, 


8s from an Enemy , fo that ſeditions and 
commotions might by ſuch means be kind- 


 Tedamongſt us ; that the Licence of Pillage 
and Plunder ( which are not to ke tollera- 


ted at home) isa great eaſe and refreſhment 
againſt the fatigues, and ſufferings of War ; 
and that who has no other proſpect of gain, 
than his bare pay, will hardly be kept trom 
running home, being but two ſteps from 


his Wite, and his own Hotiſe: That he 


who lays the Cloath , is ever at the charge 
of the Feaſt: That there is more alacrity 
in aſſaulting than defending, and that the 


ſhock of a Battels loſs in our own Bowels, 


is ſo violent as to endanger the disjointing 


of the whole Body, there being no paſſion 
ſo contagious as that of fear ; that 1s ſo ea» 
ſily believ'd , or that ſo ſuddenly diffuſes 
its:Poiſon ; and that the Cities that ſhould 
hear the Rattle of this Tempeſt, that _— 
take 


- 


PR nt 
- SG 71> OT ORE 051 07 I EFEERIN GEE" "L TORE 
ie ; tet th 2s 


”. ww. 
xl by, > {d <3 


bi) 


*1 


Cre iy WE: 
* 2 TE 


”  - $56.  Seigneur de Moontaigne's Eſays. Book, WE! 
' take in their Captains, and. Souldiers yer Wat 
trembling and out of breath , would bein 
danger in this heat and hurry , to precipj- 
tate themſelves upon ſome untoward reſo- 
lution : Notwithſtanding all this, fo it was, 
that he choſe to recall the Forces he had 
beyond the Mountains , and to ſuffer the 
Enemy to come to him. For he might on 
the other ſide imagine , that being at home 
and amongſt his Friends, he could not fail 
of plenty of all manner of conveniences ; 
the Rivers, and Paſſes he had at his Devo- 
tion , would bring him in both Proviſions 
and Money in all ſecurity, and without 
the trouble of Convoy ; that he ſhould 
find his fubjes by ſo much the more affei- 
vonate to him, by how much their danger 
was more near and preſling ; that having 
fo many Cities and ſtops to ſecure him , it 
would be in his power to give the Law of 
Battel at his own opportunity and beſt ad- 
vantage ;-and if it pleasd him to delay the 
time, that under covert,and at his own eaſe, 
he might ſee his Enemy founder, and de- 
feat himſelf with the difficulties he was cer- 
tain to encounter, being 'engag'd in an E- + 
nemies Country , where before , behind, 
and on every ſide War would be made up- 
on him; no means to refreſh himfelf or to 
enlarge his Quarters, ſhould diſeaſes infeſt 
them, or to lodge his wounded Men in 
fafety: No Money , no Vicuals, but all 
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at the point of the Taunce ; no leifure to 
repoſe and take breath', no knowledge of 
the ways, or Country to ſecure hin from 
Ambuſhes and Surprizes: And in caſe of ' 1 
bfing a Battel, no poſſible means of ſaving J 
the remains. Neither is their want of Ex- « 74 </;" (x) 
ample in both theſe caſes. Scrpio thought WW 
it Tmich better to go attacque his Enemies * if 
territories in Afrz:ck, than to ſtay at home 
to defend his own, and to Fight him in 7a- 
l, and it ſucceeded well with him : Bur - Xx) 
on the contrary, ZZannibal in the ſame War 
rvind himſelf, by abandoning the conqueſt 
of a ſtrange Country , to go defend his 
own. The Athenians having left the Ene- *) 
my in their own Dominions, to go over 
into Szciy, were not favoured by Fortune 
in their deſign ; but Agathecles King of Sy- X) 
racuſe, found her favourable to him, when 
| he went over into Aﬀrick, andleft the War * 
at home. By which Examples, and divers $ 1) 
others, we are wont to conclude, and with 
ſome reaſon, that events eſpectally m War, 
do for the moſt part depend upon Fortune, 
who will not be govern'd by , nor ſubmit 
»unto humane prudence ; according to the + 
Poet. 
ES ( Jax, 
'Et male conſultis pretium eſt, prudentia fal- Manil, 4. 
Nec fortuna probat cauſas, ſequiturque meren- fron. lib.4 
tes: 
Sed waga per cunitos nulſo diſcrimine fertur. 
Slice? 
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| | 'Silicet eft alind quod nos cogatque, regatque 

Majus, & zn proprias ducat mortalia | leges. ; 


\ 


%) 7 Prudence deceitful and uncertain is, _ 
Ill Counſels ſometimes hit , where good 
ut FEE ones mils; - 
Nor yet does Fortune the beſt Cauſe ap. 

a if. ET (prove, 
But wildly does without diſtinction Rove, 
So that ſome greater-and. more conſtant 
ED, __ (Cauſe, 

» Rules and Subjects us to more powerful 
nas oo te” oc 0 
But if things hit right, it ſhould ſeem that 
our Counſels| and Deliberations depend as 
much upon Fortune, as any thing elſe-we 
do, and that ſhe engages our very Reaſon 
and Arguments, in her uncertainty and 
confuſion. We Argue raſhly and adven:- 
turouſly, fays Timeus.in Flato, by reaſon 
that, as well as our ſelves, our Diſcourſes 
have great participation with the Temeri- 
ty of Chance. 
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CHAP. XLVIII 


5 'Of Horſes dreft to the Menage, call'd 
W :: Deſtriers. 

& 

4 JT Am now become a Grammarijan; TI who 


4 never Learn'd any Language but by 


' Horſes laid in at ſeveral Stages, to be taken 
freſh upon occaſion; and thence it- is, that 
we call our Horſes of Service, Deſtriers : 
And our Romances commonly uſe the 
Phraſe of deſtrer for accompagner, to accom- 
pany. They alſo calld ſuch as were dreſt 
in fuch ſort, that running tull ſpeed ſide by 
ſide without Bridle or Saddle, the Roman 
Gentlemen Arm'd at all peices, would ſhift, 
and throw themſeves from the one to the 
other , deſultorios equos. The Numidian 

| Men at Arms, had always a Led-Horſe 
in one Hand, beſides that they Rode up- - 
on, to change in the heat of Battel : Quj- #523 
bus, deſultorum in modum, binos trahentibus 

_ Equos, inter acerrimum ſepe pugnam in re- 

centem 


| | Rote, and who do not yet know Adje- 
. | 4ive, Conjunition, or Ablative. IT think T 
- © have Read, that the Romans had a fort of 
: © Horſes by them call'd Funales, or Dextra- 
| 795, which were either Led-Horſes, or 
| 


_ 
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i centem equum ex feſſo armatis, tranſultare, L 
mos erat. . Tanta veltocitas ipfrs, .. 
cile equorum genus. Whoſe uſe it was, lead. WW 
ing along, two Horſes after the manner of 
the Deſulroram, Arm as they were, in 
the - heat of Fight, to vault*from 4 tird 
Horſe to'a fel one; ſo Adtive were the 
Men.and the Horſes to Decile. There are 
many Horſes train'd up to help their R- 
ders, ſo as to run upon any ofie that. ap- 
pears with a drawn Sword , to fall both 
with Mouth and Heels upon an that 
front or- oppoſe them : Burt it oft falls out, 
- that they do more harm to their Friends, 
than their Enemies ; confidering that you. 
cannot. looſe them from their hold, to re» - 
duce them again into order, when they. 
; are-once engag'd and grappled ; by which 
means you remain at the Mercy of their. 
ſenſeleſs Qiarrel.- It hapned vety ill to 
Artibius General of. the Perfian Army , 
Fighting Man to Man with Ozeflus King 
of Salamis, . to be Mounted wpon a Horſe 
reſt after this manner, it being the occaſt- 
on of his Death; the Squire of Onefilus 
' leaving him down with a Scyth betwixt 
the Shonlders, .as the Horſe was rear'd up 
upon his Maſter.. And what the /*alians. 
report, that in the Battel of Fornoue, King! 
Charles his Horſe, with Kicks and Plunges, 
difengag'd his. Maſter from the Enemy, 
_ that preſt upon him ,* without which 151 
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had been Slain, ſounds odly, and he ran 2 
Fvery great hazaxd, and came ſtrangely off; 


Wi it be true. . The .Mamalukes made their, 


Boaſt, that. they had the moſt ready Hor- 
ſes of any Cavalry in the World ; that 
by nature and cuſtom they were taught 
to know and diſtinguiſh the Enemy, they 


Heels, according to a Word or Sign. given : 
As alſo tos gather up_with their Teeth 
Darts and Launces ny mg the Feild, 


and. preſent them to their Riders, . as they. 


ſhould have occaſion to. uſe them. .:. "Tis 
faid, both of Czfar and Pompey,that amongſt 

er, eXcellent 
ſters of, they were both excellent Horſe-, 
men, and particularly. of Czſar ,, -that in 
his Youth , being Mounted on the . bare. 
Back, without Saddle; or Bridle, he could. 
make him run, ſtop and turn, and perform 
all his Airs, . with his Hands behind him. . 
As Nature deſfign'd_to is Perſon, . 
and of Alexander two Miracles of Milita-: 
ry Art, ſo one would ſay ,- the had done, 
her utmoſt to Arm them alter an .extraor-. 


dinary . manner: For. every one knows,: 
that 4lexander's Horle Bucephalus, had a. 


Head enclining to the ſhape of a Bull, that, 
he would ſuffer himſelf to be Mounted, 


and Govern'd by none but his Maſter, and, 
that he was ſo Honour'd after his Death, as. 
to have a City Erected to his Name. C#x- 


Oo far 


were to fall foul upon with Mouth and. 
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far had alſo another , who had Fore-ſeet+ 
tike the Hands, of a Man, his Hoof being 

divided in the form of Fingers, who likes - 
wiſe was not to be Ridden -by any but Cz- 
» ſar himſelf ; who after his Death dedicated 
£ 3" , bis Statue to the Goddeſs Venus. T do not 
© willingly alight when I am once on Horſe 
back ; tor it is the place where, whether 


1—_—— 


Ent 


well, or ſick, I find my ſelf moſt at cafe, 
Plato recommends it for health , as alſo 
Pliny fays it. is good for the Stomach, and 
. the Joints. We Read in Xenophon a Law, 
forbidding any one who was Maſter of a 
Horſe to Travel on Foot. | 7Trog/us and Ju- 
 ſtinus ſay, That the Parthians were wont 
to perform all Offices and Ceremonies, not” 
only in War, but alſo all Aﬀairs, whether 
publick or private, make Bargains, confer, 
entertain, take the Air, and alt on Horſe- 
back ; and that the greateſt diſtinRion be- 
twixt Free-men and Slaves amongſt them, 
was, that the one rode on Horſeback, and 
| theother went on Foot : An Inſtitution of 
which, King Cyrus was the founder. There 
are ſeveral Examples in the Roman Hiſtory, 
(and Suefonius more particularly obſerves 
it of Czfar, ) of Captains, who in preſſing, 
occaſions Commanded their Cavalry to: 
alight, both by that means to take from 
them all hopes of Flight, as alſo far the. 
_ advantage they hop'd for in this ſort of 
£3 Fight. Quo haud dubie ſuperat Romanus. 
OD | Where« 


' and Conſtancy, to truſt to, ina 


F. Rfhap.48. Sergntur de Montaigne's 

- Wiſberein the Romans did queſtionleſs exce! : 
ſo fays Livie ; however the firſt thing 
Fihey did to prevent the Mutinies and In- 
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furreftions of Nations of late Conqueſt, 
was to' take from them their Arms and 
florfes : And therefore it is that we ſo of- 
ten meet in Ceſar : . Arma proferri, jumen- 
ta product, obfides dari jubet. He.Command- 
ed the Arms to be produc'd , the Horſes 
brought our, and Hoſtages to be given. 


The Grand Signior to this Day, ſuffers not 
+Chriſtian, or a Few, to keep a Horſe of 


bis own , throughout his Empire. Our 


Anceſtors, at the time they had War with 


the Eng/i/h, in all their greateſt Engage- 
ments, and pitch'd Battels, Fought for the 


moſt part on Foot, that they might have 
nothing but their own Force , Courage: 
Quarrel 
of fo great Concern, as Lite and Honour. 


Eſfays. 
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You ſtake ( whatever Chryſantes in Xeno«. 


phon fays-to the contrary, ) your Valour, 


and your Fortune , . upon that of your 


Horſe, his Wound.or Death , brings your 


Perſon into the ſame danger ;. his Fear or 


tury, - ſhall. make you reputed: Raſh or 
Cowardly ; if he have an ill Mouth,: or 
will not anſwer to the Spur, your Honour 


muſt anſwer it: And therefore I do not-* 


think-it ſtrange, that thoſe Battels T ſpoke. 


of. before , : were more firm and fuzious, 


than thoſe that are Fought on Horſe-back. -- 


, | Qo2 —— Cedebant 
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Firg. Ane- — — —-Cedebant pariter, pariterque ruebant. --- 
#.18.10: 17;fores vidtique , neque his fuga nota, neque 

| = Wer; i | (ls, 
They charg'd together , and did fo retreat 
The Vidtors, and the vanquiſhed; nor yet 
The knack of running was unto the one, * 
Or to the other of the Parties known. 


Their Battels were much better diſputed : 
Now adays there are nothing but Routs : 
primus clamor , atque impetus rem decernit. 
The firſt ſhout or the firſt charge puts an 

end to the buſineſs - And the Arms we 
chooſe to make uſe of in ſo great a hazard, | 
ſhould be as much as poflible atour own 
command: Wherefore I ſhould adviſe to 
chooſe them'of the ſhorteſt ſort, and fuch 

of which we are able to give the beſt ac- 

6, 6 x count. A man may repoſe more confi: 
' — dence in a Sword he holds in his Hand; 
than in a Bullet he difcharges out ot a Piſtol, Jy; 
wherein there mult be a concurrence of ſe: | 
vera] executions , to make it perform its Ix; 
office , the Powder, the Stone , and the || g 
Wheel, it any of which fail, it at leaſt en- I 
dangers your Fortune: A_ Man -fſtrikes | , 
Much ſurer, than the Air directs him. F 


Fucan.l.8. Et quo ferre velint permittere wulnera wventis; c 
Enfrs habet wires, et gens quecunque virorun | + 

1 

| 


Bella gerit gladiis. Gl 
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Their wounds : but Fight of Sw 'ord does 
( ſtrength require, 
Atl Manly Nations the Sword fight deſire. 


4 but of that Weapon T ſhall ſpeak more ſul- 
= * fy, when I come to compare the Arms of 
ws he Ancients with thoſe of modern uſe, 
i. Fhough by the way , the aſtoniſhment of 
he ear abated, which every one grows fa- 
nilar with in a little time, I look upon it 
#2 Weapon of very little execution , and 
hope we ſhall one day lay it aſide. That 
miſſile Weapon which the alias former- 
ly made uſe of both with Fire and without, 
was much more terrible : They called a ]. 
j certain kind of Faveline Armed at the, point 
/ F with an Iron three foot long, that it might 
; pierce through and through an Armed 
” {Man, Phalarica, which they ſometimes in 
$ Efield-ſervice darted by hand ; ſometimes 
from ſeveral ſorts of Engines for the de- 
knce of beleaguered places : The fſhatt, 
' | whereof being rouFd round with Flax, Wax, 
Rozin , Oyl, and other combuſtible mats 
ter, took Fire in its flight, and lighting up- 
on the Body of a Man, or his Targuet, 
took away all the uſe of Arms and Limbs. 
And yet coming to cloſe fight, IT ſhould 
think they ſhould alſo endammage the Aſ- 
OQoz failant, 


Th hey ſhoot, and where it liſts the wind be- av. as. 
( ſtowsD-1: 
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failant, and that the Camp being as it were 
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planted with theſe Flaming Truncheons, 
ſhould produce a common 1nnonvenience 
to the whole crowd. = | 


—— Magnumſtridens contor ta Phalaricavenit 
Fulminis afta mods. | ; 


The Comet like Phalarica does fly, 
With a huge noiſe like lightning through 
| gs oye ( the Sky. 
They had moreover other devices which 
cuſtom made them perfect in ( which will 
ſeem incredible to us who have not ſeen 
them) by which they. ſupply'd rhe effeds 
of our powder and ſhot. They darted 
their - Piles with ſo great violence, as oft- 


_ times transfixt two Targuets, and two 


Armed Men at once , and yinn'd them to- 


. gether. Neither was the effe& of their 


Liu. I, 35. 


{lings leſs certain of execution, or of ſhort- 
er carriage : Saxis globofis funda , mare a- 


_pertum znceſſantes : coronas modici circuli 


magno ex intervallo loci aſſueti trajicere : non 
capita modo hoſtium vulnerabant , ſed quem to- 
cum deſtinaſſent. Calling round ſtones from 
the ſhoar for their ſlings: and with them 
practiſing at a great diſtance to throw 
through a Circle of very ſmall circumfe- 
rence, they would not only wound an E- 
nemy 1n the head ; but hit any other part 
at pleaſure, Their pieces. of Battery had 
not 
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Enot only the execution, but the thunder of 

"our Canon alſo: ad itus meniung cunc terri- 74-154. 
hilt ſonitu editos, ' pavor, © trepidatio capit. 
At the Battery of the Walls, which is per- 
formed with a dreadful noiſe , the deten- 
dants "began to fear and tremble within. 
The Gaules our Kinſmen in Afra, abomi- 
' nated theſe treacherous miſlite Arms, it be- 
ing their uſe. to fight with greater Bravery 

oh Hand to Hand. Noy tam patentibus plagys ,, 4 

' moventur , ubi latior, quam altior plaga eff, _ © 
bY LL glorioftus ſe pugnare putant : i1dem quum 
 aculeus ſagitte aut glandis abdite intror- 
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ill < aut glandls #ytror 
en ſus tenut vulnere in ſpeciem urit : tum it rabie 
#7 cf pudorem tam parve perimentis peſtis 


4 2er/; proſternumt corpora humi : They are not 
- {0 much concern'd at large wounds, when 


to rat en 
: a wound is wider than deep, they think 
. they have fought with greater glory : But 


' When they find themſelves tormented with- 
-1n , under the aſpect of a flight wound , 
with the point of a Dart, or ſome conceal- 

. ed glandulous Body, then tranſported with 
fury and ſhame, to periſh by.ſo ſmall, and 
contemptible an Officer of death, they fall 

to ground ; an expreſſion of ſomething 
very like a harquebuſe ſhot. The ten 

| thouſand Greets in their long and famous re- 
_ treat , met with a Nation who very much 
call'd them with great and ſtrong Bows , 
carrying Arrows ſo long, that taking them 

up one might return them back like a Dart, 
Oo4 anc 


Seboneur 


and with them pierce a Buckler , and an 
Armed Man through and through. The 
Engines of Dzonyftus his invention at Syra- 

caſe, to ſhoot vaſt maſly Darts, and Stones 

of a prodigious greatneſs with fo great im- 
petuoſity, and at fo great a diſtance, came 

very near to our modern inventions. But 

in this diſcourſe of Horſes and Horſeman- 

ſhip, we are not to'forget the pleaſant po- 

ſture of one Maiſtre Pierre Pol, a Doctor 

of Divinity, upon his Mule, whom Men- 

ftrelet reports always to have rid aſide 

through the ſtreets of Paris ike a Woman, 

He fays alſo elſewhere, that the Gaſcons 

had terrible Horſes, that would wheel, 

and make the Pzrouette in their full ſpeed, 

which the French, Picards, Dutch, and Bra- 

banters lookt upon as a Miracle, ' having ne- 

ver ſeen the like before ; which are his very 

5 <9 —<3x Words. Ceſar ſpeaking of the Swedes; in 
T- © the charges they make on Horſeback, ſays 
he, they often throw themſelves off to: fight 
on foot, . having taught*their Horſes not to 
ſtir in*the mean time from the place, to 
which they preſently run again upon occa- 
ſion ; and according to' their cuſtome, no- 
thing is To-unmanly, and ſo baſe as to uſe. 


make uſe of thoſe conveniences : infomuch 

that being but a very few in: number, they 

, fear not to attack a great many; | That 
MN - . pt, Wu 

\ <f) which I have formerly wondred at, to ſee 
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Saddles, or Pads, and they difpiſe fuch as- - 


Equi fi fine f mer deformis if 
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p # Horſe made to perform all hisAirs with a 
Switch only; arid the Reins upon his Neck, 
as common - With the  Maſtlians , who 
fid their Horſes without Saddle or Bridle. 


Ora levi flectit, frenorum neſcia virga. 
Et numida infrant cingunt. ' 


Maſſilians who on the bare Backs do ride, 
And with a Switch, not knowing Bridles, 
(guide 
The menag'd Steed, and fierce Numidzans 
That uſe no Rein, begirt us round. (too 


us, rigida 


cervice, © extento capite currentium. "The 


Fer of a Horſe without a Bridle muſt 


needs be ungrateful, his Neck being ex- 
tended ſtiff, and his Noſe thruſt out. King 


Alphonſo, he who firſt inſtituted the Order 


des Chevaliers de la Bande, or de Þ Fſcharpe 
in Spai», amongſt other rules of the Order 
gave them this, that they ſhould ne- 
ver ride Mule or Mulet, upon penalty of 


..a Mark of Silver ; which I had lately out 


of Guevara's Letters; which whoever 
gave them the title of Golden Epiſtles, had 
another kind of opinion of them than I 
have, and perhaps faw more in them than TI 
do. The Courtier fays, that till his time 
it was a diſgrace to a'Gentleman to ride 
On 


Fr gens gue nudo refidens Maſſilia dorſo, = KEncid.4. 
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one of theſe Creatures : But the Abyſins BY: 
on the contrary, as they are.nearer ad- 
vanc'd to the perſon of Prefter Fohn, do 


 affet' to be mounted upon large Mules, 


\ 1:5 


Mart. 1. 2: 


for the greateſt dignity and grandeur. 
Xenophon tells us, that the Aſſyrians were 
fain to keep their Horſes fetter'd in the 
Stable, they were ſo fierce and , vicious : 
and that it requird ſo much time to looſe 
and harneſs them, that to avoid any dif- 
order this tedious preparation might bring 
upon. them, in caſe of ſurprize, rhey ne- 
ver fate down in their Camp, till it was 
firſt well fortified with Pitches and Ram- 
pires. Higg&gyrus, who was ſogreat a Ma-. 
ſter in ao of Horſe Service, kept 
his Horſes to their ordinary, and never 
ſuffer d them to have any thing to eat till 
firſt they had earn'd it by the ſweat of ſome 
kind of exerciſe. The Scythians when in 
the Field, and in ſcarcity of proviſions, usd 
to let their Horſes blood, which they drank, 
and fuſtain'd themſelves by that diet. 


Penit & epoto Sarmata paſtus equo. 


The Scythian alſo comes without remorſe, 
Having before quattt up his bleeding Horſe 


| Thoſe of Crotta being beſieg'd by Metek 


lus, were in ſo 


reat neceſſity for drink, 
thirft 


that they were tain to quench their 
with 
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ins © with their Horſes Urine: and to fſhew » <9- Pur” 
*how much better- cheap the 7arizh Ar- 
—_ Tapport diemfelres than our European 
© Forces, tis faid, that beſides that the Soul- 
ur. &' diers drink nothing but Water, and eat no- 

Tc Y thing but Rice and Salt Fleſh pulveriz'd (of 
he F which every one may eaſily carry about 
y: F with him a months proviſion) they know 
ſe | how to teed upon the Blood of their Horles, 
i 25 wel as the Moſcovite and Tartar, and 
Sg BE falt it for their uſe. Theſe new diſco- + 
verd people of the /rdies, when the Spa- 
SY »ards firſt landed amongſt them, had: fo 
great an opinion both of the Men and 
Horſes, that they lookt upon the firſt as 
Gods, and the other Animals enobled a- 
F  bove their nature. Infomuch that aiter 
| 


they were ſubdud, coming to ſue for 
Peace, and to bring them Gold and Pro-. 
viſions, they fail'd not to preſent ' of the 
ſame to the Horſes, with the ſame kind 
' 8 of harangue to them, they had made to 
the other ; interpreting, their neighing for 
a language of Truce and Friendihip. In 
theſe nearer Indies, to ride upon an Ele- 
phant was the firſt place of Honour, the 
ſecond to ride in a Coach with four 
Horſes, the third to ride upon a Camel, 
and the laſt to be carried, or drawn, by 
one Horſe only. Some one of our Jate 
Writers tells us, that he has been in a ; 
Conntry in thoſe parts, 'where they ride g 
upon | 
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' * upon Oxen with Pads, Stirrups, and Bri. - 
dles, and very much at their eaſe. Qyjx- 
tus Fabius Maximus Rutilianus in a Battel 
with the Samnites, ſeeing his Horſe, after 
three or four Charges, had fail'd of break- 
ing into the Enemies Battalion, took this 
courſe, to make them unbridle all their 
Horſes, fo that having nothing to check 
their Career, they might through Weapons 
and Men, open the way to his foot, who 
by that means gave them a bloody defear. 
___ Theſfame command was given by Quzztus 
£3: 4% Fylvius Flaccus againſt the Celtiberians : 
| 1d cum majore vi equorum facietis, fi effrena- 
t0s in hoſtes equos immittatis: quod ſpe Ro- 
manos equites cum laude feciſſe memorie pro- 
ditum eſt; Detrafiſque franis bis ultro ci- 
troque cum magna ftrage hoſtium, in frattts om- 
nibus haſtis, tranſcurrerunt. You will do 
your buſineſs with greater advantage of 
your Horſes ſtrength , if you ſpur them 
unbridled upon the Enemy, as it is record- 
ed the Roman Horſe to their great Glory 
have often done. And their Bits being 
pul'd off without breaking a Launce, to 
have charg'd through and through , with 
greater ſlaughter of the Enemy : The 
Duke of Muſcovie was anciently oblig'd to 
pay this reverence to the 7artars, that 
when they ſent any one Embaſly to him, 
he went out to meet them on foot, and pre- 
ſented them with a Mazer , or Goblet of 
| Mares 
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Mares Milk (a beverage of greateſt eſteem 


amongſt them) and ſo great, that if in 
Drinking; a drop fell by chance upon the 


- Horſes Mayn, they thought themſelves in- 
difpenſably bound to lick it oft with their 


Tongue : The Army that Bajazet had ſent 
into Raſta, was overwhelm'd with ſo dread- 
ful a Tempeſt of Snow, that to ſhelter, 
and preſerve themſelves from ſtarving, 
many ript up, and embowelld their 
Horſes, to creep: into their Bellies, and 
enjoy the benefit of that Vital heat. Ba- 
Jazet, aſter that furious Battel wherein he 
was overthrown. by Tamerlane, was in # 
hopeful way of ſecugigg his own perſon by. 
the fleetneſs of anfl#ra5ian Mare he had 
under him, had he not been conſtrain'd 
to let her drink her fill at the ford of a 
River in his way, which render'd her fo 
heavy and indiſposd, that he was after- 
wards eaſily overtaken by thoſe that pur- 
ſu'd him: They ſay indeed that to let aHorſe 
ſale takes him off his mettle, but I ſhould 
rather have thought that drinking would 


have refreſht her, and reviv'd her ſpirits : 


Creſus marching lus Army through certain 


furrs near Sardis, met with an infinite num- 
| ber of Serpents , which the Horſes devou- 
red with great appetite , and which Zero- 


dotus ſays was a prodigy of ominous por- 


tent to his affairs. We call a Horſe Cheval 
entier, that has his Mayn, Ears, and other 
| parts 
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parts entire, and no other will paſs muſtet- 
. The. Lacedemonians having defeated the 
Athenians in Sicily, returning triumphant 
from the victory into the City of Syracuſa, 
$ amongſt other infolencies, caus'd all rhe 
48 Horſes they had taken to be ſhorn, and 
led in tryumph. Alexander fought with a 
Nation call'd Daz ; a people whoſe Diſci- 
pline it-was to march two and two together, - 
Arm'd on Horſeback to the War., and be- 
ing in Fight one always alighted , and fo 
they fought one while on Horſeback and 
another on Foot, one after another .by 
+ <7 terns. I do not think that for graceful ri-, 
ding, any Nation in Me World excells the 
French; though a gooWHorſeman, accord- 
ing to-our way of ſpeaking, ſeems rather 
to reſpec the Courage of the Man than his 
| Horſemanſhip and. addreſs in 'riding. Of 
all that ever I- ſaw the moſt knowing in 
that Art, that had the beſt ſeat, and the 
beſt method in breaking Horſes, was Mon- 
fiear de Carnevalet who ſerved our King 
x) 8 Henry the Second : T have ſeen a Man ride 
with both his feet upon the Saddle, take. 
oft his Saddle, and at his return take it up- 
again, refit, and remount it, riding all the. 
while full ſpeed: having Gallopt over a 
Bonnet, make at it very good ſhoots back- 
wards with his Bow, take up anything 
from the ground , ſetting one foot down 
and the other in the Stirrup ; with twenty - 
other 
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other Apes-tricks, which he got his living 
WW. There has been ſeen in my time at 
Conſtantinople two Men upon an Horſe, who 
n the height of his ſpeed would throw 
hemſelves off, and into the Saddle again. 
Wby turn, and one who Bridled and Saddled 
his Horſe with nothing but his Teeth. A- 
nother who betwixt two Horſes, one foot 


Eipon one Saddle, and another upon the 0- 


ther, carrying another upon his Shoulders ; 
would ride full carecer, the other ſtanding 
boſt- upright upon him, making very good 
hoots with his Bow. Several who would 
ride full ſpeed with their heels upward, 
and their Hands upon the Saddle betwixt 
feveral Scymiters, with the points upward 
fixt in the Harneſs. When I was a Boy, 
the Prince of Salmona, riding a rough 
Horſe at Naples to all his Airs, held Reals 
under his Knees and Toes; as if they had 
been naild there , to ſhew the firmneſs of 
his Seat. 


[ET 4 
———_— 


CHAT ACS 
Of Ancient Cuſtoms. 


| Should willingly pardon our” people for 
$ admitting no other pattern , or rule of 
per» 
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perfection, than their own peculiar man- 
ners and cuſtoms. It being a common 
vice,. not of the vulgar only, but almoſt of 
all Men, to walk in the Beaten Road, their 
Anceſtors have trod before them : +I any 
content when they fee Fabritius or Leliug , 
that they look upon their countenance and 
behaviour as barbarous, ſeeing they are 
neither cloath'd, nor faſhiof'd according to 
our mode. But I find fault with the'r ſin- 
oularity,, when it arrives to that degree of 
indiſcretion ,, as to ſuffer themſelves to be 
impos'd upon. by authority of the preſent. 


uſance , as every. Month to alter their opi- 


nion, if cuſtom ſo require , and that they 
ſhould ſo vary their judgement in their own 
particular, concern : When they wore the 
Belly-pieces.of their Doublets up as high as 


their Breaſts , they ſtifly maintain'd rhat. 


they were in their proper place : ſome years 
after they were ſlipt down betwixt their 
Thighs, and then they could laugh at.the 
former faſhion as uneaſy and intollerable. 
The faſhion now in uſe, makes them abſo- 
lutely condemn the other two, with ſo 
great indignation , and fo. univerſal con- 
tempt, that a Man would think, there was 
a.certain kind of madneſs crept in amongft 
them, that infatuates their underſtandings, 
ro this ſtrange degree. Now ſeeing that 
our change of taſhions is fo prompt and ſud-, 
den, thiat the inventions of all the Taylors, 

in 
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in- Yin. the World , cannot furniſh out new 


Whim-whams enow to feed our vanity 
ithal ; there will often :be a neceſſity, 
that the deſpiſed ones muſt again come in 
vogue, and even thoſe immediately after 
fall into the ſame contempt , and that the 
id | fame judgement muſt 1n. the ſpace of fif- 
re {teen or twenty years , take up not only 
to Þ© difterent, but contrary opinions , with an 
1- © incredible lightneſs and .inconſtancy : 
of | There is not any of us ſo cautelous and dif- 
e Þ© creet, that fuffers not himſelf to be gull'd 
t Þ with this contradiction, and both in exter- 
-. & al and internal fight to be inſenſibly blind= 


hs 4 [4 Tt: a, 


ed. I will here muſter up ſome old cu-. 


them the fame with ours, the others diffe- 
rent, to the end, that bearing in mind 

- Þ this continual variation of humane things, 
 & we may have our judgements clearer, and 
more firmly ſettled: the thing. in uſe a- 
mongſt us of fighting with Rapier and 
Cloak, was in practice among(t the Romans 
alſo, Siniſtris ſagos iavolvant, geladioſque dis 
ftringuunt. They wrapt their Cloaks up- 

on the left Arm , and handled the Sword 
with the right, ſays Cz/ar:. And I obſerve 

an old viciousCuſtom of ourNation, which 
continues yet amongſt us, which 1s to ſtop 
paſſengers we meet. upon the Road., to 

- compel them to give an account who they 
its - and to take it for an injury , and juſt 
-- cauſc 


4 : 
1 | ftoms, that I have in memory , ſome of 


Caſar de 
bello civilz, 
lib. 1. 
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cauſe of ' quarrel, if they refuſe'to-do'it* 
Ar the Baths, which the ancients made uſe 
of every day before they went to Dinner , 
and.as frequently as we waſh our Hands, 
they at firſt only bath'd-their Arms and' 
Legs ; but alterwards , and by a Cuſtom 
that has continued for many Apes in moſt 
Nations of the World, they bath'd ſtark 
naked in mixt and perfum'd waters, look- 


10g upon it as a great {;mplicity to bath in 


Mart 11b.2. 
E728. 62. 


14. ib. 6. 
Ez. 93. 


meer water : The moſt delicate and affe t- 
ed, perium'd themſelves all over three or 
{our times a day. They often cauſed their 
hair to be pinckit oft; as the Women of 
France have ſome time ſince , taken up a 
Cuitom to dotheir Forcheads. 

( wells, 


Quod peitus, quod crura tibi , quod brachia 


How doit thou twitch thy Breaſt , thy 
(Arms and Thighs. 


though they had Ointments proper for 
that purpoie. 


Philotre nitet , aut arida latet abdita creta: 


This in Wild-vine tſhines, or elfe doth calk 
Her rank pores up 1n a dry crult of chalk. 


they de'ighted tolye foft, and pretended it 
for a great teſtimony of hardneſs, to lye 
upon 
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upon a matrice.. They did cat lying upon 
Beds; much after the manner of the 7; arks 


m1 this Age. 
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Iude thoro pater Aneas fic orſus ab alto. Aeneid la, 
Then thus Axeas from his Bed of State 
Begun 7roys woful Story to relate. 


And *tis faid of the younger Cato, that aftcr 
the Battel of Pharſalia, Leing entred into a 
melanchollick diſpoſition, at the ill poſture 
of the publick affairs, he took his repoſe 
always ſitting, aſſuming a ſtridt and ſevere 
courſe of Lite. It was alſo their cuſtom to 
Kiſs the Hands of great perſons; the more 
and better to honour, and- careſs them : 


And meeting with their equals, they always 


Kiſt in falutation, as do the Yenetzans. 


Gratatuſque darem cum dulcibus ofcula verbis. g,;4, 4 
font. lib. 4. 


And kindeſt wordsI would with Kiſſes mix. £*: #: 


In petitioning, or ſaluting any great Man, 
they us'd to lay their Hands upon his knees. 
Paficlez the Philoſopher and Brother of Cra- x & $'-v 
tes, inſtead of laying his Hand upon the 
knee, laid it upon his private parts , and 
being rudely repulſt by him to whom he 


| made that indecent complement ; What 
- aid he, is not that 


part your own as well 
PPpz as 
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Fs, oy as the other 2 They us to eat their fruits {Wi 
| *f ;) as we do after Dinner. They whipt their the 
fog Arſes ( let the Ladies if they pleaſe mince; Ct 
© it ſmaller) witha Spunge ; which is the Iſo 
; x) reaſon that Spoxg/a is a {mutty word in La. Yi 
I ” tine: Which Spunge was alſo faſtned to IIC! 
F the end of a ſtick, as appears by the Story, IT: 
of him , who as he was led along to be: Ii 
thrown to the wild beaſts in the ſight of the I & 
people, asking leave todo his buſineſs, and NI 
having no other way to diſpatch himſelf, } £ 
forc't the Spunge and Stick down his own | 
if 5) Throat and choaked himſelf. They usd ||. 
"to tergeafter coition with perfum'd Wool. I} 1 
Mer At tibi nil fagiem, fed lota mentula ron ! 
———— EESSSLSSDOTY |; 
they usd in the ſtreets of Rowe, to place | | 
| certain Veſſels and little 'Tubs , for paſſen- I « 
gers to piſs in. | 


Lucret. 1.4. Paſt ſeepe lacum propter, ſe ac dolia curta. 
Somuo devindli credunt extollere veſtem. 


Boys dreamof Piſling 1n the Tub and Lake, 
And find themfelves. bepiſt when they a+ 

_( wake. 
They usd to collation betwixt Meals, and 
had in Summer, Sellers of Snow: to cool 
their Wine ; and ſome there were who made 
uſe of Snow in Winter , not thinking their 
Wine 
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its YWitie cool enough at that cold ſeaſon of 
cir Fthe year. The Men of quality had their 


Cup-bearers, and Carvers, and their Boof- 
foons to make them ſport : They had theix 
meat ſerved up in Winter , upon a ſort of 
to EChafing-Dithes ; which were tet upon the 
y E Table, and had portable Kirchins (of which 


xe: EY iny {elf have ſeen ſome) wherein all their 


ie BE fervice was carried after them. © ; 


Has vobis epalas habete lauti, 
7 © Nos offendimus ambulante Cena. 


Thoſe feaſts by you indeed are -highly 
| ( priz'd, 
At walking Suppers weare ſcandalizd. 


In Summer they had a contrivance , to 
' © bring freſh and clear rills through their low- 
| er Rooms, wherein were great ſtore of li- 
ving fiſh , which the guetts took out with 
their own Hands to be dreſt ; every Man 
according to his own liking. Fiſh has ever 
had this preeminence, and keeps it {till , 
that the great ones all pretend to be Cooks 
in their favour, and indeed the taſte 1s more 
delicate, than that of Fleſh, at leaſt to me. 
But in all forts of magnificence , debau- 
chery, and voluptuous inventions of effe- 
minacy and expence, we do in truth all we 
can to parallel them , for our wills are as 
corrupt as theirs : but_we want power ro 

P 3 | reach 


Matt. l. 7. 
Efig. 47+ 
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vo2 Fikuoy ps je a6 b Blom. Book; NIC 
v*=v . reach them ; and _our force is no more g- 
 F. ble toreach themin in their vicious, than in 
their vertuous qualities; for both the' one 
and the other, proceed from a vigour of 
ſoul, which was without compariſon great- 
cr in them, than in us: And ſouls, by how 
much the weaker they are , by To much 
have they leſs power to do or yery well, 
* or very ill : The higheſt place of honour 
among(t them was the middle; the name 
going before, and that following after, 
either in writing or ſpeaking, ; ; had no fi ig. 7 
nification of Grandeur , as is evident by N- 
their writings , they will ſooner ſay Oppius Nl * 
and Ceſar , than Czfar and Oppius, and I | 
mc, and thee, than thee, and me ; which ; 
is the reaſon that made me formerly take 
notice in the lie of Flaminias, in our French 
Plutarch ot one paſlage , where it ſeems as 
if the Author, ſpeaking of the jealouſie of 
honour, betwixt the Atolians and Romans, 
about the winning of a Battel , they had 
with their join'd forces obtain d, 'made it of 
ſome importance, that in the Greek Songs, 
they had put the Atolians before the Ro- 
mans : If there be no amphibology, or dou- 
ble dealing in the words of the French tran- 
ſlation ; an inſtance of which I preſent you 
| out of Plutarch , though Monfiear de Mon- 
taigne did not think it worth repeating. 
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' Through Woods purſue them with a 
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"Here ( Friendly Paſſenger, ) we Buried lie, 
[Without Friends, Tears, of Fux'ral Obſenaie, 


Full Thirty Thouſand Men in Battel $lain, 


By the Ktolians, on Theſalian Plain, 
And Latines, whom Flaminius /ed on, 
And brought from Ttaly to Macedon. ( fled 


With his fierce Valour , when faint Philip 


With greater ſpeed to ſive his timrous Heat, 
Than Hart or Hind, when Dogs «pon the 


( Trace, 
Full Cry 
( C hace, 
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They all Powdered themſelves with a cer- 
tain Powder, to moderate their Sweats, 
The Ancient Gaules, fays Sidonius Apolli- 
naris, wore their Hair long before, and the 
hinder part of the Head cut ſhort , a Fa- 


1ſhion that begins to be reviv'd in this Vict- 


ous and Effteminate Age. The Romans 


Plut. wit. 


Tit. <Quipt. 
Flammmitts. 


Af.rt lib.s 
EIS. 34» 


Fd 


5 
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usd to pay the Watermen their Fare , | 
at their firſt ſtepping into the Boat , | 
which 


Pp 4 
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th 584. "Nola *< Adbargoet Bfſws ays.  Bookt rt 
__ * which we never do till after Landing g 


Her. lib. 1. Dum as exigztur, dum mala ligatur, 
Ser.5.  Tota abit hora. © | 
tid, 
Whilſt the Fare's paying, and the Mule is 
A whole Hours time at leaſt away doth: 
( ſlide. 
The Women usd to lie on that fide the 
Bed, next the Wall : And for that reaſon, 
they call'd Czſar , Spondam Regis Nicome- 
dis, one of the. oreateſt Blemiſhes in his 
Liſe , and that gave occaſion to his Soul- 
diers to ſing to lus Face, 


Gallias Ceſar ſubegit , Nicomedes Ceſarem, 


Czſar the Gaules ſubdu'd, *tis true, 
But Nicomedes, Ceſar did ſubdue. 
( las, 
| T4. cod, not Ecce Cafar nunc triumphat, qui ſubegit Gal- 
quoted by Nicomedes nou triumphat, gui ſubegit Caſa- 
eMontsigne. ( rem. 
þ See Cefar Triumphs now for Conqu'ring 
Gaule, | 
For Conquring him, King Nicomede at all - 
No Triumph has. | 


They took Breath in their Drinking, and 
daſh d their Wine, 


n—_—_— Hs, 
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Reſtinguet ardentis falernt 
Pecula pretereunte lympha 2? 


is E What pretty Boy's at leiſure to come in , 
th-Y And cool the heat of the Falernian Wine, 
ie. & With the clear gliding Stream ? 


0, And the Roguiſh Looks and Geſtures of 
= F our Lacquey's was alſo in ule amongſt 
is | them. 


0 Fane, a tergo quem nulla ciconia pinſit , 
Nec manus auriculas imitata eſt mobilis albas, 
, Nec linuz quantum fitiet canis Apula tan- 
rum. 
O Fanus, who both ways a Spy dot Os 
So that no Scoffer, though behind thee, dare 
| | Makea Stork '-bill, Als-ears, or {ar more 
( long. 
Than thirſty panting Curs, ſhoot out his 
( Tongue. 
The Argian aud Roman Ladies, always 
| Mourn'd in White , as ours did formerly 
here ; and ſhould do {till , were I to Go- 
vern 1n this point, But there are whole 
Books of this Argument. 


; ——— Quits puter ocius Hor. lib. 7, 
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CHAP. L. 


Of Democritus and Heraclitus. 


He Judgment is an utenſil proper 

for all ſubje&s, and will have an 

Oar in every thing : which is the reaſon, 
that in theſe EſlaysI take. hold of all occa- 
fions. Where, though it happen to be a 
ſubject I do not very' well underſtand, 

- I try however, ſounding it at a di- 
ſtance, and finding it too deep for my 
-ſtature, I keep me on the firm ſhoar: 
.and this knowledge that a Man can pro- 
ceed no further, 1s one effect of its Ver- 
tue, even in the moſt inconfidering fort 
of men. - One while in an 1dle and trivo- 
lous ſubjet, I try to find out matter 
whereof to compole a body, and then to 
-prop, and ſupport it. Another while I 
' employ it ina noble ſubject, one that has 
beentoſt and tumbled by aithoufand hands, 
-wherein a Man can hardly poſſibly intro- 
duce any thing of his own, the way be- 
ing ſo beaten on every fide, that he muſt 

x of neceſſity walk in the ſteps of another. 
In ſuch a caſe, 'tis the work of the judg- 
ment to take! the way that ſeems belt, 
and of a thouſand paths, to determine 
| that 
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that this'or that,was the beſt choſen.I leave 
the choice 6f my arguments 'to Fortune, 
.and take- that the firſt preſents me ; - they 
are all alike.to me,' I never. deſj ”=_ to go 
through any:of them ; for I never ſes all 


.hundred Members and Faces that every 
- thing has, I take one, one while to look 


the Skin, and ſometimes to pinch it to 
| the Bones: I give a ſtab, not ſo wide, but 


| I know my felt leſs, I might perhaps ven- 
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of any. thing ::-Neitl: er do they who fo 
largely promiſe to ſhew it others. Of a 


;t-over only, :another while to ripple up 


as;deep as I can; and am tor the. molt 
part, tempted to take it in hand by ſome 
abſolute graceiulneſs I diſcover in it. Did 


ture to. handle ſomething or other to the 
bettom, 'and to be deceiv'd in my own in- 
abjlity, but ſprinkling here one word, and 
there another ,. Patterns cut from feveral 
Pieces, and ſcatterd without deſign, and 
without: engaging my ſelf too far, I am 
not reſponſible for them, or oblig'd to keep 
cloſe to my ſubject, without varying at 
my own liberty and pleaſure , and giving 
up my felt to doubt and incertainty , and 
to my own governing Method, Ignorance. 
All Motion diſcovers us. The very ſame | 
Soul of Czſar,that made it ſelf ſo Conſpicu- | 
ons in\Marſhalling and Commanding the | 
Battle of Pharſalia, was alſo ſeen as Solici- | 
tous and Buſle in the foſter Aﬀairs of Love. 
A 
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only by ſeeing his Menage in his Airs, but 
by his very walk,. nay, and by ſeeing him 
and 1n the Stable. Amongſt the FunQi- 


.9)ons of the Soul, there are Tome of a lower 


and meager Form, who does not fee her in 
thoſe Inferiour Offices, as well as thoſe of 
Nobler Note , never fully diſcover her ; 


Ares eqns 


and peradventure, ſhe is beſt diſcover, 


, Where ſhe moves her own natural pace. 


The Winds of Paſſions take moſt hold of 
her in her higheſt flights 3 and, the rather, 
by reaſon that ſhe wholely applys her ſelf 
to, and exercifes her whole Vertue upon 
every particular ſubject, and never handles 


more than one thing at a time, and that not 


according to it, but according to her ſelf. 


yy 05 Things in reſpect to themſelves, have per- 


adventure their Weight, Meaſures and 
Conditions ; but when we once take them 


| Into us, the Soul forms them as ſhe pleaſes. 
. Death is Terrible to Cicero, Coyeted by 
| Cato, and Indifferent to Socrates. Health, 


Conſcience, Authority, Knowleds, Riches, 
Beauty, and their contraries, & all ſtrip 
themſelves at their entring into us, and 
receive a new Robe, and of another Fa- 
ſhion, from every diſtin& Soul, and of 


What Colour, Brown, Bright, Green , 


Dark and Quality, Sharp, Sweet, Deep, 
or Superficial , as beſt pleaſes them , for 
they are not yet agreed upon any com- 
| mon 
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mon Standard of Forms, , Rules, or Pro- 


Wines : ; every one is a Queen in her 
own Dominions. Let us therefore no 


more excule our ſelves upon the External 
Qualities of things, it belongs to us to 
give our ſelves an account of them. Our 
good or ill, has no other dependance, but 
en our Telves. *Tis there that our-Offer- 
ings and our Vows are due, and not to 
Fortune : She has no power over our 
Manners, on the contrary , they draw, 
and make her follow in their Train,and caſt 
Why ſhould not 
I Cenſure Alexander, Roaring and Drink- 
ing at the prodigious rate he ſometimes 
usd to do? Or , it he plaid at Cheſs, 
what ſtring of his Soul was not touch'd by 
this Idle and Childiſh Game ? I hate and 
becauſe it is not Play enough, 
that it is too. grave and ſerious a Diverſi- 
on, and I am aſham'd to lay out as much 


Thought and Study upon that , as would 
ſerve to much better uſes. He did not 


'more pump his Brains about his Glorious 


Expedition into the /udies ; anJ1 another 
that IT will not name, took not more pains 
to unravel a paſſage , upon which depends 


the fafety of all Mankind. To what a de- | 
free then does this ridiculous Diverſion | 
when all her Faculties | 
ammon'd together upon this Tri- | 
'vial Account ? ? And: how fair an oportu- 


moleT the Soul , 


nity 
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Sermnenr de' Montaigne's Eſſays.” Book. 
nity ſhe herein gives every one to Know,” 
and to make a right Judgment of . him-' 
ſelf 2 I donot more throughly fift my ſelf 
in any other poſture ,- than this. Whax: 
Paſlion are we exempted - from in this in 
fienificant Game? Anger, Spite, Malice, 
Impatience, and a, vehement defire of get+: 
ting the better in a concern, wherein. it 
were more exculable, to be Ambitious of 

/%, being overcome : For to be Eminent, and 

9, to excel above the common rate 1n frivo- 


b 


| fous things, 1s nothing graceiul-in a Man 


Wow a 


of Quality and Honour. What I fay in 
this Example, may be fajd in all others. 
Every Partide , every Employment of 
Man, does Exalt or Accuſe him, equally 
&, With any other. Democritus and. Heracli- 
tus were two Philoſophers, of which, the 
firſt finding Humane Condition Ridiculous 
and Vain, never appear'd abroad, but with 
a Jecring and Langhing Countenance : 
Whereas Heraclitus Commilerating that 
Condition of ours, appeard always with 
4 Sorrowful Look, and Tears in his Eyes. 


— Alter 
$a... ME | 
Ridebat quoties a limine moverat unum, 
Protuleratque pedem, flebat contrarius alter. 
( ſept, 
One always, when he ore his Threſhold 
Lavglh'd at the World , the other always 
( Wept. 
F am 
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w Weep; but becauſe it is Ruder, and 


expreſſes more Contempt, than the other; 
becauſe I think we can never be ſuſficjent-. 


ly deſpis'd to our deſert. Compaſſion and 
Bewailing, ſeem to imploy ſome Eſteem of, 
and Value for the thing Bemoan'd : where- 
3 the things we Laugh at, are by that ex- 
preſt to be of no Moment or Repute, I 
do not think that we are ſo Unhappy, as 
we are Vain, or have in us ſo much Ma- 
lice, as Folly ; we are not ſo full of Mif- 
chief, as Inanity : Nor ſo Miſerable , as 
we are Vile and Mean. And therefore 
Diogenes, who paſt away his time in row]- 


- —_— 


imſelf in his Tub, and made nothing 
of the G 


Ircat Alexander, eſteeming us no 
better than Flies or Bladders puft up with 
Wind, was a ſharper , and more penctra- 
ting, and conſequently in my opinion , a 
juſter Judg, than 7mon Sir-nam'd the 
Man-Hater ; for what a Man Hates he 
lays to Heart : This laſt was an Enemy to 
all Mankind, did poſitively defire our 
Ruin, and avoided our Converſation as dan- 
gerous, proceeding from Wicked and De- 
prav'd Natures : 'The other valued us ſo 
little, that we could neither trouble, nor 
infect him by our Contagion ; and left us 
to Herd with one another, not out of 


Fear, but Contempt of our Society : Con- 


cluding, 


p-49- Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays.” 


cauſe It 15 more pleaſant to Laugh, than 
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cluding us as incapable of doing good ,- as 


| 2pa-£< x i. , Of the fame ſtrain was Szatilius his 


Anſwer, when Brutus Courted him into 
the Conſpiracy.againſt Ceſar , Ze was ſa- 
tified that the Enterprize was Fuſt ; but he 
did nat think Mankind ſo conſiderable, as to 


deſerve a Wife Man's Concern: According 


to: the Dodrine of Hege/tas; Who faid, 
That a Wiſe Man ought to ao nothing but for 


. himſelf, foraſmuch as he only was worthy of it : 


And to the faying of Theodorus , That it 
was not reaſonable a Wiſe Man ſhould hazard 
himſelf for his Country, and endanger Wifc 
dom, for a company of Fools, Our _Condi- 


+ tion is as Ridiculous, as Riſible. 


CH AP. EL 
Of the Vanity of Words. 
cor Rhetorician of times paſt, ſaid, That 


{ A to make little things appear great, 
Was his profeſſion. This is a Shooe-maker, 
who can make a great Shooe for a little 
Foot. They would in Sparta have. ſent 
ſuch a Fellow to be Whip'd, for making 
profeſſion of a lying and deceitful Art : 
And I tancy , that Archidamus who was 
Ring of that Country, was a little fur- 


"wad 


as prizd at the Anſwer of Thucydides, when 
is Fenquiring of him , which was the better 


ap.5 I. Seigneur de Montaigne's Elays. 


Wreſtler, Pericles, or he whe reply'd, that 
k-was hard to affirm ; for when T have 


Ja F; 

+ he © thrown him; Taid he; he always perſwades 
to | the Spectators, that he had no fall, and 
ing Þ carries away the Prize. They who Paint, - 
id, © Pounce and Plaiſter up the Ruins of Wox 


for } men, - filling up their Wrinckles and De- 
it: | formities, are leſs to blame ; becauſe it is 
it © no great matter , whether we ſee them in 
r4 } their Natural Complexions, or no : where- 
ifs Þ as theſe make it their buſineſs to deceive 
i= & not our ſight only , but our Judgments, 
and to Adulterate and Corrupt the yery 
Eſſence of things. 
have maintain'd themſelves. in a Regular 
and well Modelſd Government , fuch as 
thoſe of Lacedemon and Creet, had Orators 


# —_— Wor Eb 


the Athenzans perceiving of how pernici- 
ous Conſequence the Practice of it was, 
it being in their City of univerſal Eſteem, 
order'd' the principal part , ; which is to 
move Afﬀections, Ces Op 

1 an 


-\ 


The Republicks that 
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Gl and Perorations, tobe taken away. *Tis Þ 
: Tn ah Engine invented to manage and govern 
4 diſorderly an@Ftama k 


[tuous 


abble , and 


that never is made uſe of, but like Phyſick 


fo the Sick, in the Paroxiſms of a diſcom- 
pos'd Eſtate. In thoſe, where the Vulgar, 
or the ignorant, or both together , have 
been all powerful, and able to give the 
Law, as 1n thoſe of Athens, Rodes and 
Rome, and where the Publick Afairs have 


been in 


a continual Tempeft of Commo- 


tion, to ſuch places have the Orators al- 


z) , ways repaird. And in truth, we ſhall 


find few perſons in thoſe Republicks, who 


Rave rol Tia Fortin to. 


ave puſhd their Fortunes to any great de- 


cree of 
of Eloc 


Eminence, without the aſliſtance 
ution : Pompey, Ceſar, Craſſus, 


Lncultas, Leatulus and Metellus, have thence 
taken their chicfeſt Spring , to mount to 
that degree of Authority, to which they 
did at laſt arrive : Making it of greatcr 
ute to them, than Arms, contrary to the 


« opinion of better"times. For. L. Volumnius 


ſpeaking publickly in favour of the Electi- 
on of L. Fabius, and Pab. Decius, to the 
Confular Dignity : Theſe are Men, faid 
he, born for War, and peſt in Execution, 


in the Combat of the 


ongue altogether 


to ſeek ; Spirits truly Conſular. The Sub- 
tle, Eloquent and Learned,” are only good 


for the 


City, to make Preztors of, . to ad- 


put d vx miniſter Juſtice. Eloquence Flouriſh'd moſt 


at 
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it Rome, when the Publick Afﬀairs were in 
the worſt condition , and -the Republick 
moſt diſquieted with inteſtine Commoti- 
ons, as 2 frank and untill'd Soil bears the 
worſt Weeds: By which it ſhould ſeem, 
that a Monarchical Government has leſs 
need of it, than any other : For the Bru- 
tality, and Facility, natural to the com- 
Mon People, and that render them ſubject 
to be turn'd and twin'd, and led by the 
Ears, by this charming harmony of words, 
without weighing or conſidering the truth 
and realty of things by the force of reaſon: 
This Facility, I ſay, is not eafily found in 
a ding] e perſon, and it is alſo more cafie by 


g0 ucation and Advice, to ſecure him 


was never any famous Orator known to 
come out of Perſia, or Macedon. 55% 

I have entred into this diſcourſe upon the 
occaſion of an 7alzan I lately receiv'd into 
my Service , and who was Clerk of the 
Kitchen to the late Cardinal Carafa till his 
Death. 1 put this Fellow upon an account 
of his Office : where he fell to diſcourſe 
of this Palate-Science, with ſuch a ſettled 
Conntenance, and Magiſterial Gravity, as 
if he had been handling ſome profound 
point of Divinity. He made a-Learned 
diſtintion of the ſeveral forts of Appe- 
tites ; .of that a Man has before he begins 
to'Eat, and of thoſe after the ſecond and 
Qqz' third 


trom the impreſſion of this Poiſon. There . 
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Moneo que poſſum pro mea ſapientia. 
 Poſtremo tanquam in ſpeculum, in patinas, De- 


third Service : The means ſimply to fatisfie 
the fir{t, and then to raiſe and accuate the 
other two : The ordering of the Sawces, 
firſt -in genetal, and then proceeded to the 
qualities of the Ingredients, .and their > 
ſes : The differences of Sallets according 
to. their ſeaſons, which ought to be ſerv'd 
up hot, and which cold : The manner of 
their Garniſhment and Decoration, to ren- 
der them yet more acceptable to the Eye : 
Aſter which he entred upon the order of 
the whole Service, full of weighty and 
1mportant Conſiderations. 


—— Nec minimo ſane diſcrimine refert 


Quo geſtu lepores, & quo gallina ſecetur. 


Nor with leſs Criticiſm did Obſerve 

How we a Hare, and how a Hen ſhould 
h ( Carve. 

And all this ſet out with lofty and magni- 

fick Words ; the very fame we make uſe 

of, when we diſcourſe of the Regiment of 

an Empire. Which Learned Lecture of 


my Man, brought this of Zerenxce into my 


Memory. 
57 | ( parum, 
Foc fallum eſt, hoc aduſtum eſt, hoc lautum eſt 
Tllud refe iterum fic memento, ſedulo 


Tuſpicere jubeo, © moneo quid fatto uſus fit. 
| , This 


( mea, ; 


the 
Ces, 
the 
cf- 


| [, 
Sfie 


thap.5 1. Seignear de Montaigne's 
: | = . _ { plain, 
his is. too Salt, this Burnt, this is too 
That's well, remember to do ſo again. 

hus do I ſtill adv.ſe to have things fit, 
According-to the Talent of my Wit. | 
And then my (C Demea) 1 command my 
1 ( Cook, 
That into ev'ry Diſh he pry and look, 

As if it were a Mirror, and go on 

To order all things, as they ſhould ke done. 


And yet even the Greeks themſelves did ve- 

ry much admire, and highly applaud the 
order and diſpoſition that Paulus Amylius 
obfery'd in the Feaſt he made them at his 
return from Macedon : But I do not here 
ſpeak of effects, I ſpeak of words only. I 
do not know whether it may have the 
fame operation upon other Men, that it has 
upon me : But when I hear our Architects 
thunder out their Bombaſt words of P:/- 
lifters, Architraves and Coronices, of the 
Corinthian and Dorick Orders, and ſuch 
like ſtuif, my imagination is preſently poſ- 
ſels'd with the Pallace of Apo/lidonins 1n A4- 
madis de Gaule ; when aiter all, I find them 
bur: the paltry peices of my own Kitchin 
Door. And to hear Men talk of Metono- 
mies, Metaphors and Allegories, and other 
Grammer words, would, not a Man think 
they ſignified ſome rare and exatick form - 
of ſpeaking 2 And this other is a Gullery * 


Qq3z of 
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of the ſame ſtamp, to call the Offices of 


our Kingdom by the lofty Titles of the 


Romans, though they have no ſimilitude of Y- 
Function, and yet leſs Authority and Pow. 
er. And this alſo, which I doubt will one 
Day turn to the Reproach of this Age of 
ours, unworthily and indifferently to con- 
fer upon any we think fit, the moſt glori- 
ous Sir-names with which Antiquity Ho- 
nourd but one or two perſons in ſeveral 


/6 5, Ages. Plato carried away the Sir-name of 


Duvine, by fo univerſal a conſent, that ne- 
ver any one repin'd at it, or attempted to 
take it from him : And yet the /talzars who 
pretend, and with good reaſon , to more 
ſpritely Wits, and ſounder Diſcourſes, than 
the other Nations of their time, have late- 
Iy Honour'd Aretine with the ſame Title; 
in whoſe Writings, ſave a tumid Phraſe, ſet 


. +, out With ſmart Periods, ingenious indeed, 


but far fetch'd, and Fantaſtick, and the E- 
loquence (be it what it will ) I ſee nothing 
in him above the ordinary Writers of his 
time, ſo far is he from approaching the 
* Ancient Divinity. And we make nothing 
of giving the Sir-name of Great to Princes, 
that have nothing in them above a Popular 
Grandeur, _ | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LII. 


a 
? 


Of the Parcimeny of the Ancients. 


| Ttilius Regulus, General of the Roman 1%, ct* (*) 
ral A Army in Africk, in the height of all 10" Y 
of F his Glory and Viftorres over the Carthagini- 
e- | azs, writ to the Republick to acquaint 
o | them, that a certain Hind he had left in 
o } truſt with his whole Eſtate, which was in 
e | all, but Seven Acres of Land, was run a- 
1 # way with all his Inſtruments of Husban- 
dry, entreating therefore, that they would 

; 8 pleaſe fo call um home, that he might take 
- | order in his own Afﬀairs, leſt his Wife and 
Children ſhould ſuffer by this difaſter - 
Whercupon the Senate appointed another 

to manage his Buſineſs, caus'd his Loſſes to 

be made good, and order'd his Family to be 
maintain'd at the Publiek- Expence. The 
Elder Cato returaing Conſul from Spaiy, 

fold his Horſe of Service, to ſave the Mo- 

ney it would have coſt in bringing hin 
back by Sea into /taly : And being Gover- 
nour of Sardignia, made all his Vitits on 

foot, without other Train, than one Ofii- 

cer of the Republick , that carried is 
Robe and a Cencer Ne Acri0e} and on 

a4] 4 L ww 


- 


660 'Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book1, Et 
the moſt part carried his Male himſelf. He | 
brag'd”, that he had never worn a Gown 
that coſt above Ten Crowns, nor had ever 
ſent above. 'Ten Pence to the Market for 
one Days Proviſion, and that as. to his I p! 
Country Houſes, he had not one that was £ 
rough caſt on the outfide. Scypio AEmylia- E 
mus, after two Triumphs , and two Con- I} t 
ſul-ſhips, went an Embaſly with no more I} | 
than Seven Servants in his Train. "Tis Þ} | 
aid, that Zomer had never 'more than one, |} * 
Plato three, and Zeno, tounder of the Set | « 
of Stoicks, none at all. 7yberius Gracchds 
was allow'd but Five Pence Halt-penny a 
{Day , when employd as Publick Miniſter 
"about the Publick Affairs, and being at 
|- that time the greateſt Man of Rome. 


" 
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CHAP. EHL 


Uf a Saying of Calar, 


F we would ſometimes beſtow a little 

Conſideration upon our ſelves, and eni- 
ploy the time we: ſpend in prying into 0- 
ther Mens Actions, and diſcovering things 
without us, in examining our own Abilities, 
we ſhould foon perceive of how infirm and 
decaying Materials this Fabrick of ours 1s 


| compos d, 


F-7.7 "TEN 
1.80: 


&1, 
He 


ot Ge. A, 


Chaplg4. Scion de Montaighe's Eſſays. 
romposd,* . Is it not a fingular teſtimony # Jy c@ £ 6: 


of Imperfetion, that we cannot eſtabliſh 


ur ſatisfaction in any one thing, and that 


even our own Fancyand Defire, ſhould de- 
pave us of the power to Chooſe what is 
moſt prover and uſeful for: us? A_very 
ood proof of this, Is the great Diſpute 
_ has ever been amongſt the Philoſo- 


phers, of finding out a Man's principal and - 


joveraign Good , that continues yet, and 
will eternally contifMe, without Reſoluti- 
on:*or Accord; © > 

»B 23. ( detur, 
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— Dum abeſft quod avemns, jd exuperare vi- Lucret.l.z. 


Cetera, poſt alind cum tontieit itlud avemus, 
Et fitis wqua'tener , * bo 


The abſent thing we cqvet, beſt doth ſeem, 
The next that comes caprivates our Eſteem, 
At the fame rate. '. 


Whateyer it is that falls wito our knowledg- 


4nd poſſeſſion, 'we find that it ſatisfies not, 
and {till pant after things to come, andun- 
known: By- reaſon the preſent do-not fa- 


tiate and glut us, not that, *n my judg- 


ment, they have not in them wherewith to 
do it, but-becauſe we ſeize them with an 
unruly and immoderate haſte. 

( is, 


Nam cum vidit hic ad vidtum que flagitat Lucret.l.6. 


By per que poſſent vitam conſ{tera tutain, 
| | Omnia 
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Omnia jam firme mortalibus efſe parata:. .. _ 
Divitiis homines, & honore © laude potentes 
Afﬀtuere, atque bona natorum excellere fama, 
Nec minus efſe domi cuiguam tamen anxia.cor- 
| | Fo 
Atque animum infeſtis cogj ſervire querelis : 
Intellexit ibi vitium vas facere ipſum , 
Omniaque illius vitio corrumpitur intus 
Que collata foris, & commoda mew nay 
rent, 


For when he aw all rhjogs that had regard, 


' To Life's ſubſiſtance for Mankind prepar', 


That Men in Wealth and Honours did a- 
(. bound, 


ark Had hopeful Iſſue fet their Tables round ; 


And yet had Hearts as Anxious as before, 
Murmuring amidſt their Happineſs and 
U A he Wall ( Store : 
then perceivd the Veſſel was tablame 
Ag a. a ſmatch to all into it Omg 
That thither from without him was con- 
T7 \ | ( vey'd, 
To have him Happy and Contented made. 


Qur Appetite is irreſolute and. fickle, it can 
neither keep nor enjoy any thing grace- 
fully, and as it ſhould : And Man con- 
cluding it to be the fault of - the things he 
is poſſeſs'd of, fills himſelf with, and teeds 
himſelf upon, the Idea of things he nei- 


ther knows, nor underſtands, to which he 


devotes his hopes, and his defires, paying 
| them 
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them all Reverence and Honour ," accord» 
ing to the faying of Ceſar, Commun? fit vi- 


tio nature, ut invifis latitantibus atque ins 
coonitis rebus magis confidamus , vebementi» 
uſque exterreamur. "Tis the common Vice 
of Nature , that we Tepoſe moſt confi- 
dence, and receive tie greateſt apprehenſi- 
ons, from things unſeen, conceal'd and uns 
known. 


DD — — 


CHAP." LIV, 


Of Vain Subtilties. 


Men ſometimes expect to derive Repntati- 
on and Applauſe : As the Poets, who 


compoſe whole Poems, with every Line, 


beginning with the ſame Letter : We fee 
the ſhapes of Eggs, Globes, Wwngs and 
Hatchets, cut out by the Ancient Greeks, 
by the meaſure of their Verſes, making 
them py or ſhorter , to repreſent fuch 
or ſuch a Figure, Of this nature was his 
Employment, who made it his buſineſs, to 
computeinto how many ſeveral Orders the 
Letters of the Alphabet might be tranſ- 
posd, and found ont that incredible num- 


ber 
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ber mention'd in Plutarch. | am/miginiy | 
pleasd with the humour of the Gentle- 


man; who, having a. Man brought before 
him, that had learn'd to throw a Grain of 
Millet with ſuch dexterity and aſſurance, 
as never to miſs the Eye of a Needle ; and 
being afterwards entreated to give ſome- 
thing for the reward of ſo rare a perfor- 
mance, he pleaſantly, and in my opinion, 
ingeniouſly orderd a certain number of 
Buſhels. of the ſame Grain to be deliver'd 
ro him, that he might not want where- 
with to exerciſe ſo famous an Art. Tis a 
ſtrong evidence of a weak Judgment, when 
Mo orerovect Wing for their being rare 
and new, or-yet+for the difficulty ; where 
Vertue and Uſefulneſs are not conjoin'd to 
recommendthem. I come juſt now from 
playing with my own Family, at who could 
fd out-the moſt things, that had their 
principal force in their two Extremities ; 
as, Sire, Which is a Title given to the great- 
eſt pepſon in the Nation , the-King, and 
alſo to. the Vulgar, as Merchants and Me- 
chanicks,. but never to any degree of Men 
between. The Women of great Quality 
arecall'd Madams, inferiour Gentlewomen, 
Mademoiſelles, and the meaneſt ſort of 
Women, . Madams, as the firſt. The Ca- 
nopy of State over Tables are not permit- 
ted, but in the Pallaces of Princes , and 
Tayerns. Democritas ſaid, that Gods and 
Beaſts, 


bh —— — a pa, tt FD <2 


D "Chap.54- Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Gag | 


Beaſts, had a more exact and perfect ſenie, 
than Men , who are of a middle Form. 
'The Romans wore the ſame Habit at Fune- 


rals and Feaſts; and it is moſt certain, that y Fe & :. 


| an extream Fear, and an extream Ardour 
of Courage, do equally trouble and lax 
the Belly. The Nickname of Trembling, 
with which they Sirnam'd Sancho the XII. 
King of Navarre, ſufficiently informeth, 
that Valour will cauſe a trembling in the 
Limbs, as well as Fear. The Friends of 
that King, or of ſome other perſon , who 
upon the like occaſion was wont to be in 
the ſame diſorder , try'd to compoſe him, 
by repreſenting the danger leſs, he was go- 
-ing to engage himſelf in : You underſtand 
me ill, faid he, for could my Fleſh know 
the danger my Courage will preſently car- 
ry it into, it would ſink down to the 


ground. The faintneſs that ſurprizes us + 


from Frigidity, or diſlike in the exerciſes 
of Yenus, are alſo occaſion'd by a too vio- 
Tent defire, and an immdderate heat. Ex- 
tream Coldneſs , and extream Heat, Boil 
and Roaſt. - Ariſtotle fays, that Sows of 
Lead will melt, and run with Cold, and 
the extreamity of Winter, as with a vehe- 
ment Heat. Defire and Saciety fill all the 
gradations above and below Pleaſure with 
Grief, Brutality and Wiſdom meet in the 
ſame Center of Sentiment and Reſolution, 


in the ſuffering of Humane Accidents ; the 
| Wiſe 
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Wiſe Controul and Triwmphi over ill , the I 
others know it not : Theſe laſt are ; as a Jati 
Man may fay, on this fide of Accidents, 
the other are beyond them ; who after 
having well weigh'd and confider'd their 
Qualities, meaſur'd and judg'd them what 
they are, by vertue of a vigorous Soul leap 
out of their rezch. They difiain and [So 
trample them under foot, having a ſolid || an 
and well fortifred Soul, againſt which the If lot 

| Darts of Fortune coming to ſtrike, they | ha 
muſt of neceſſity rebound, and blunt them= | tir 
felves, meeting with a Body upon which | dit 
6 Je; they can frx no Impreſſion; the ordinary | cr 
.* and middle condition of Men, are Jodg'd I w' 
betwixt theſe two Extremnties, conſiſting | ar 
of Tuch, who perceive Evils , feel them, | lo 
and are notable to fapport them. Infancy || ut 
and Decrepttude meet m-the imbecillity of || « 
the Bram; Avarice and Profufion in the || 


that comes after it; an Jenorance Mar 
knowledge does create and beget, -at the 
ſartie time He ſhe diſpatches and-deſtroys 


are Ma [ 

(®) Enifians, who by reverence and c 
.  _ obedience impliciteſyÞeheve, and are-con- || 1 
4 *M) ſtant intheir belief, In the moderate un- 


” der- 


terſtandings, andithe middle fort of capa» 


Jcities, the error of Opinions 15 begot, and 


they Have fome colour of reaſon on their 
ide, to impute our walking on in the old 
beaten path to ſimplicity, and brutifhneſs, 


ſelves by Study. The higher, and nobler 
Souls, more ſolid cid clone Tighted rake up 
another ſort of true believers : who by a 
long and Religious inveſtigation of truth, 
have obtain'd a clearer, and more penetra- 
ting, light into the Scriptures, and have 
diſcover d the Myſterious and Divine ſe- 
cret of our Eccleſiaſtical Polity. And yet 


we fee ſome, who by this middle ſtep, are 


arriv'd to that ſupream degree with marve- 
lous Fruit, and Confirmation ; as to the 
utmoſt limit of Chriſtian intelligence, and 
enjoying their victory with great Spiritual 
conſolation , humble acknowledgment of 
the Divine favour, examplary reformation 
of manners, and Singular modeſty. TI do 
hot intend with theſe to rank ſome others, 
who to clear theitifelves from all ſuſpician 
of their former Errours, and to fatisfie us, 
that they are ſound and firm to us, render 
themſelves extream 'indiſcreet and unjuſt, 
m the carrying on our Caufe, and by that 
means blemiſh it with infinite Reproaches 
of Violence and Oppreſſion, The fimple 


— 


Peafants are good Ks and fo are the 
Phifofophers : Men of "ſtrong and clear 
Pe Vote” Reaſon, 
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mean in us who have not inform'd our |. 
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IF) 


. eſt Beauty of a Poeſie perfected by Art: 


infinite number of parallel] Exam les, [ 


£20 x enly add this one; That were theſe Eſlays 


Reaſon, and whoſe Soulgare enrich'd with 
an ample inſtruction of profitable Spiences, 
The Moxgrets who have diſdain'd the firſt 
form of the Ignorance.of TIctters', and 
have not been able to attain to the other, 
( fitting betwixt two Stools, as I, anda 
great many more of us do, ) are_danges 
rous, foohkſh and importunate ; theſe: are 
they that, trouble the World. And there- 
fore it is, that I, for my own part, retreat 
as much as I can towards my firſt and na- 
tural Station, from whence I ſo vainly -at- 
tempted to advance. The vulgar and 
purely natural Poeſie, has in it certain Pro- 
prieties and Graces, by which ſhe may 
come into ſome compariſon with the great» 


As is evident in our Gaſcon Villanels and 
Songs, that are brought us from Nations 
that have no knowledg of any manner of 
Science, nor ſo much as the uſe of Writing, 
The indifferent. and middle fort of Poeſie 
betwixt theſe two, is diſpis'd, of no Value, 
Honour or Eſteem. *But ſeeing that the 
Ice being once broken, and a Path layd 


- open to the Fancy, I have found , - as 4t 


commonly falls out,. that what we make 
choice of for a rare and difficult Subje@, 
proyes to be nothing 19, and" that, after 
the invention 15 once warm, it finds gut an 
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of mine conſiderable enough to deſerve a 
Cenſure, it might then TI think Hall our, 
that they would not much take with com- 
mon and vulgar Capacities , nor be very 


acceptable to the ſingular and excellent 
fort of Men, for the firſt would not un- 
derſtand them enough, and the laſt tog 


much, and ſo they might hover in the - 
middle Region. . 


a. 


eee. 


CHAP. LV. 
of Smells. 


| T has been reported of others, as well s 2/9 +15! 


Ce em 


as of Alexander the Great, that 


their Sweat exhal'd an Odoriferous Smel], 


occaſion'd by ſome rare and extraordinary 
conſtitution , of which Platarch, and 0- 

thers, have been inquiſitive into the cauſe. 

But the ordinary conſtitution. of Humane »p efev 
Bodies is quite otherwiſe , and their beſt ; 
and chiefeſt Excellency , is to be exempt 

from Smells: Nays the ſweetneſs even of 

the pureſt Breaths, has nothing in it of 

greater perteCtion, than to be without any 

offenſive Smell, like thoſe of healthful 


Children; which made Plautus fay, 
Rr Malier | 


4 
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" And 


Plan. Mulier tum bene olet, ubi nihil olet. F. 

Atoftel. Poſt 
Art. I. % : | 

Se.3, That Woman we a ſweet one call , 


X) Whole Body breathes no Scent at all. He 


And ſuch as make uſe of theſe exatick Per- 

; tumes, are with good reaſon tobe ſuſpe&t- F1 

1 ed of ſome Natural Imperfection , which £Sn 

they endeavour by theſe Odours to con- EoNn 

ceal, according to that of Mr. Johnſon, £ its 
which, without offence to Monfieur de 

Montaigne, I will here preſume to inſert, | N 

it being at leaſt as well faid, as any of thoſe | P 

he quotes out of the Ancient Poets, £ 

F 

( 

d 


Ben. Fob#- Still to be Neat, ſtill to be Dreſt, 
jon. As you were going toa Feaſt, 
Still to be Powder'd, ſtill Perfum'd : 
Lady it is to be prefum'd , | 
Though Arts hid cauſes are not found, 
» Allisnot ſweet, all is not ſound. 


As may be judg'd by theſe following , 


aderriet f Rides nos Coracime nil olentes: 
6.£p.55 Malo quam bene olere, nil olere. 


Becauſe thou Coracinus ſtill doſt go 
With Musk and Ambergris perfumed fo, , 
We under thy Contempt, torſooth, muſt fall; 
Id rather than ſmell ſweet, not ſmell at = 4 
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And elſewhere , #41 
| ( 


He does not Naturally Smell well, | 


— —— 


Who alwzys of Perfumes does Smell. 


| am nevertheleſs a ſtrange lover of good: 
Smells, and as much abominate the ill 
ones, which alſo I reach at a greater di- 
ſRance, I think, than other Men : 


Namque ſagacius anus odoror, © © ( al S, Hor.Ep.121 


Polypus , an gravis hirſutis cubet hircus in 
Quam canis acer ubi lateat ſus. 


For I can Smell a Putrid Polypus,, (Fuſs, 
Or the Ranck Arm-pits of a Red-haird. 
As ſoon as beſt Nosd Hound, the Ws 

| Stie, 


Where the Wild Boar does in the Forreſt 


Of Smells, the ſimple and natural ſeem to 
be moſt pleaſing. Let the Ladies look to. 
that, for 'tis chiefly their concern. - In the 
wildeſt parts of Barbary, the Scythian Wo- 
men, after Bathing, were wont to Powder 
and . Cruſt . their Faces, and. whole 
Bodies, with a certain Odoriferous Drug, 
growing in their own Territories ; which 
being cleans'd off, when they came to have. 


fanuliarity with Men, they were found. 


Rr 2 Per« 
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Poſthume non bene olet , qui bene ſemper 1d. lib. 2. 
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” Perfum'd and Sleek: *Tis not. tobe. be- ns 
liev'd, how ſtrangely all ſorts of Odours ſphat 
cleave to me , and how apt my Skin is to {Ein 
« £4, imbibe them. He that complains of Na- fe 
ture, that ſhe has not furmſh'd Mankind it 
with a Vehicle to convey Smells to the 
Noſe, had no reaſon ; for they will do it 
themſelves; eſpecially to me: My very 
Muſtachio's perform that Office ; for if I 
ſtroak them but with my Gloves, or 
Handkerchief, the Smell will not out a Iv 
whole Day: They will Repreach me where IU 
o/,p3 | have been ; the cloſe, luſcious, devourin 
| fe) and melting Kiſſes of Youthful Ardour, 
would in my Wanton Age have left a 
| E Sweetneſs upon my Lips for ſeveral Hours 
I « after. And yet I have ever found my ſelf 
S very little ſubje& to Epidemick Diſeaſes, 
that are caught, either by converſing with 
the Sick, or bred by the contagion of the 
Air ; I have very well eſcap'd from thoſe 
of my time, of which there has been ſeve- 
ral Virulent forts in our Cities and Armies. 
883,51, We Read of Socrates, that though he never 
| departed from Athens, during the frequent 
| Plagues that infeſted that City, he only 
| was never Infected. Phyſicians might (I 
believe, ) if they would extract greater 
Utility from Odours, than they do ; for 1 
have often obſerv'd, that they cauſe an al- 
teration in me, and work -upon my Spirits 
according. to their ſeveral Vertues ; which 
makes 
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- Makes me approve of what is ſaid, namzly, 
hat-the uſe of Incence and Perfumes in-+, £2, 
Churches, fo Ancient, and ſo univerſally = 
receiv'd in all Nations, and Religions, was 
Intended to chear us, and to rouſe and pu*- | 
me the Senſes, the better to fit us for 
Contemplation. I could have been glad, 
the better to judg of it, to have taſted the 
Culinary Art of thoſe Cooks, who had fo 
or rare a way of Seaſoning Exatick Odours 
2 B with the reliſh of Meats ; As it was par- 
re } ticularly obſerv'd in the Service of the King 
18 ff of- Zuns,, who in our Days Landed at Na- 
r, | ples, to have an interview with Charles the 
2 & Emperour, where his Diſhes were farc'd 
s | with Odoriferous Drugs, to that degree of 
If F Expence, that the Cookery of one Pea- 
, | cock, and two Pheaſants, amounted to a 
1 | Hundred Duckets, to dreſs them after their 
> | Faſhion. - And when the Carver came to 
» | break them up, not only the Dining-roorr, 
but all-the Appartments of his Pallace, and 
the-adjoining. Streets were filld with an 
Aromatick Vapour, which did not pres-- 
ſefitly-vaniſh. My chiefeſt care in chuſing 
my Lodgings, is always to avoid a thick 
and ſtinking Air ; and thoſe Beautiful Ci- 
ties of Venice and Paris, have very much 
lefſer'd the Kindneſs I had for them, the 
one by the offenſive Smell of het Marthes, 
and the other of her Dirt. 


Rr 3 CHAP, 


| 
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CHAP. LVI. 
Of Prayers. 


I proproſe formleſs and undermin'd Fan- 
| cies, like thoſe who publiſh ſubtle Que- 
ſtions, to be after diſputed upon in the 
- Schools, not to Eſtabliſh truth, but to ſeek 


it: I ſubmit them to the better Judg- 


ments of thoſe, whoſe Office it is to regyu- 
late , not my Writings and Actions only, 


but moreover my very Thoughts. aud;Opi- 
nions. Let what I here ſet down- meet: 
with Correction or Applauſe, it ſhall be of 
equal welcome and utility to me,, my ſelf: 


before hand condemning, it-for Abſurd and 
Impious, if any thing ſhall be found 
through Ignorance or Inadvertency., 
couch'd in this Rhapſody contrary to the 
Reſolutions and Preſcriptions of, the Rowars 


Catholick Church , ' into. which I was Boxn,, 
and in which Iwill Die. And yet, always- 


ſubmitting to the Authority of their Cen- 
ſure, who have an Abſolute Power over 
me, I thus Timerariouſly venture at every 
thing, as upon this preſent Subject. | 


£vorix I know not, if, orno, I am deceivd; 


but fince by a particular favour of the Di- 


£ 


by Chap. 56. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


yine Bounty, a certain Form of Prayer has 


been preſcribd and dictated to us, Word 
ES Word, From the Mouth of God him: 
klf, I have ever been of Opinion, that 
we ought to have 1t in more frequent uſe, 
than we yet have , and it I were worthy 
to adviſe, at the fitting down to, and riſing 
from our Tables, at our riſing, and going 
to Bed, and in every particular Action, 
wherein Prayer is requird, I would that 
Chriſtians always make uſe of the Lord's 


Prayer, if not alone, yet at leaſt always. 


The Church may lengthen, or alter Prayers, 
according to the neceſflity of our Initructi- 
on, for I know very well, that it is always 
the ſame in ſubſtance, 'and the ſame thing : 
But yet ſuch a preferrence ought fo be gi- 
ven to that Prayer, that the People ſhoujd 
have it continually in their Mouths ; for it 
is moſt certain, that all neceſſary Petitions 
are comprehended in it, and that it 1s in- 
finitely proper for all Occaſions. Tis the 
only Prayer I uſe in all Places and Condit- 


tions, and what I ſtill repeat inſtead of 


changing ; whence it alſo happens, that 1 
have no other by Heart, but that only. It 
juſt now comes into my Mind, from 
whence iwe thould derive that Errour of 
having recourſe to God in all our Deſigns 
and Enterprizes, to call him to our Aflt- 
ſtance in all ſorts of Afﬀairs, and in all Pla- 


ces where our Weakneſs ſtands in need of | 


Rt4 ſupport, 


| wks _—_— 
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ſupport, without conſidering whether the 
occaſion be juſt , or otherwiſe, and' to In- 


voke his Name and Power , in what E-Þ ar 
ſtate ſoever we are, or Action we are en- Þ Ir 
gag'd in, how Vicious foever : He is in- | n' 
deed our ſole and only Prote&or, and'can Þ { 
do all things for us: But though he 'is | tl 
pleasd to Honour us with his Paternal © Y 
Care, he is notwithſtanding, as Juſt, as he | t 
is Good and Mighty, and does ofter exer- 

Ciſe his' Juſtice, ' than his Power, and fa- . 
to that, and not ac- | 


vours us accordin 
cording to our 


Petitions, 1 
x ©-9®*Laws, makes Three ſorts of Belief Injuri- 


Plato in his 


ous to the Gods ; 'That there is none ; 
That they concern not themſelves about 
Humane Afﬀairs ; and that rhey never re- 


ject or deny any thing to our Vows, Of- 
ferings and Sacrifices. The firſt of theſe 
Errours ( according to his Opinion, ) did 
never continue rooted in any Man, from 
his Infancy to his Old Age, the other two 
| he confeſſes, Men might be Obſtinate in. 
God's Juſtice and his Power are inſepara- 
ble, and thereſore in vain we Invoke- his 
Power in an Unjuſt Cauſe: We are to 
have our Souls pure and clean, at that 
Moment at leaſt, wherein we Pray to him, 
and purified from all Vicious Paſſions , - 0- 
therwiſe we our ſelves prefent him” the 
Rods wherewith to Chaſtiſe us. Inſtead of 
repairing any thing we have done amiſs, 


we 


© Chap.56. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
we double' the Wickedneſs and the Of- 


fence, whilſt we offer to him, to whom we 
are to ſue for Pardon, an Afﬀection full of 
Irreverence and Hatred. - Which makes me 
not very apt to applaud thoſe whom I ob- 


' ſerve to be ſo frequent on their Knees, if 


the Actions neareſt of Kin to Prayer, do 
not give me ſome Evidence of Reforma- 
tion. | 


With Night-Adulteries, if being foul , 
| Thou ſhad'ſt thy guilty Fore-head with a 


( Cowl. 

And the PraCtice of a Man , that mixes 
Devotion with an Execrable Life, ſeems 
in ſome fort more to be Condemn'd, than 
that of a Man conformable to his own 
Propenſion , and Diffolute throughout : 

And for that Reaſon, it is, that our Church 
denies Admittance to, and Communion 
with Men Obſtinate and Incorrigible in 
any kind of Impiety. We Pray only by 
cuſtom, and for faſhions fake, -or rather, 
we read and pronounce our Prayers aloud, 

which is no better than an Hypocritical 
ſhew of Devotion : And I am ſcandaliz'd, 
to ſee a Man Croſs himſelf Thrice at the 
Benedicite , - and-as often, at anothers fay- 


| if Grace, ( and the more , becaule it is a 


9Ign 
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| Sign [ have in great Veneration, and con- 

. ſtant uſe upon ſolemn occaſions, ) and to 

Dedicate all the other Hours of the Day 

to Ads of Malice, Avarice and Injuſtice. 

.j One Hour to God , the reſt to the Devil; 

as if by Commutation and Conſent. Tis 

2 wonder te me, Actions ſo various in 

themſelves, ſucceed one another with ſuch 

an Uniformity of Method , as not to in- 
terfer; nor ſuffer any alteration; even up- 

on the very Confines and Paſſes from the 

one to the other. What a Prodigious 

Conſcience muſt that be, that can be at 

Quiet within it ſelf, whilſt it harbours un- 

der the fame Roof, with ſo agreeing and 

ſo calm a Society, both the Crime and the 

Judg 2? A Man whoſe whole Meditation 

is continually working upon nothing but 

Impurity, which he knows to be fo Odi- 

ous to Almighty God , what can he fay, 

when he comes to fpeak to him 2 He Re- 

forms , but immediately falls into a Re- 

lapſe. If the Objet of the Divine Ju- 

Nice, and the Preſence of his Maker, did, 

as he pretends, Strike and Chaſtiſe his 

Soul, how ſhort ſoever'the Repentance 

might be, the very fear of offending that 

loknite Majeſty , would fo often preſent it 

ſelf to his Imagination, that he would ſoon 
ſce himſelf Maſter of thoſe Vices, that are 
moſt Natural and Habitual in him. But 
what ſhall we fay of thoſe, who ſettle their 
whole 


whole courſe of Life, upon the Profit and 
Emolument of Sins, which they know to 
be. Mortal > How many Trades and Vo- 
cations. have we admittedand countenanc cd 
amonglt. us, . whoſe very_Efence is Vici- 
ous ? And; he that confeſſing himſelf to 
me, voluntarily told me, that he had all 

his. Life time profeſt and praQticd a Religi- 
| on, in his Opinion Damnable, and contra- 
ry to that he-had in: his Heart ,. only to 
preſerve his Credit ,, and the Honour of 
his-Employments, how could his Courage 
ſuffer ſo Infamous a Confeſſion > What can 


Men fay to the Divine Juſtice: upon this. 
. ſabje& * Theit-Repentance conſiſting in 


a.vifible and manifeft Reformation.and Re- 
ſtitution, they loſe: the colour of alledging 
it both to God and Man. Are they ſo Im- 
pudent , as to-fue; for Remifſion, withour 
Satisfaction , and without Penitency , or 
Remorlſe ? E look upon: theſe as in the 
ſame condition. with the firſt : But the 
Qbſlinacy i is net: there ſo cafie: tobe over- 
come. This contrariety and: volubility of 
Opinion, ſo ſudden and violent as they pre- 
tend, is a kind of Miracle to me. They 
preſent us with the ſtate of an indegeſtible 
Anxiety, and doubtfulneſs of Mind. It 
ſeem'd to me a Fantaftick and Ridiculous 
Imagination 1n thoſe, who theſe late Years 
paſt., were wont to Reproach every Man 
they knew to be of any extraordinary 
Parts, 
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Parts , and made profeſhion' of the Romiy” 
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*P©5" ould be To Riveted to his own Belief, -as 
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Eternal Damnation. 
me: Could any thing 'have tempted my 
Youth, the Ambition of the danger and 
difficulties in the late Commotions, had 
not been the leaſt Motives. 23% 

It is not without very good Reaſon, 'in 
my- Opinion,” : that the Charch Interdias 


the Promiſcuous, Indiſcreet and Irreverent 


uſe of the Holy and Divine Pſalms, with 
which the Holy Ghoſt Inſpird King Da- 
vid. We ought not to mix God in our 
Actions, but with the higheſt Reverence 
and Caution. That Poeſie is too Sacred, 
to be put to no other uſe, than to exerciſe 
the Lungs, and to delight our Ears. It 
ought. to come from the Soul, and not 
from the Tongue... It is not fit that a 

Prentice 


They may believe ' 
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Prentice in his Shop, amongſt his vain 
"and frivolous Thoughts, ſhould be permit- 
ted to paſs away his time, and divert him- 
ſelf,. with ſuch Sacred things. Neither is - 
it decent to ſee the Holy Bible, the Rule of 
our Worſhip and Belief, tumbled up and 
down a Hall, or a Kitchin. They were 
_ formerly Myſteries, but are now. become 
' Sports and Recreations. "Tis a Book too 
Serious, and too Venerable, to be curſori- 
ly or ſlightly turn'd over. The Reading 
of the Scripture ought to be a temperate 
and premeditated Act, and to which Men 
ſhould always add this . Devout Preface, . 
Surſum Corda, preparing even the Body to 
ſo humble and composd a Geſture and 
Countenance, as ſhall evidence their Ve- 
neration and Attention. Neither is it a 
Book for every one to fiſt , but the Study 
of Selet Men fet apart for that purpoſe, - 
and whom Almighty God has been pleas'd 
to call to that Office, and Sacred Fun&i- 
on: The Wicked and Ignorant, Blemiſh 
and Deprave it. "Tis not a Story totell, but 
a Hiſtory to fear and adore. Are not they 
then pleaſant Men , who think they have 
render'd this fit for the Peoples handling, 
by Tranſlating it into the Vulgar Tongue? 
Does the Underſtanding of all therein con- 
tain'd, only ſtick at Words? Shall I ven- 
ture to fay further, that by coming ſo near 


to-underſtand a little, they are much = 
er 
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der of the whole ſcope than before. © A to- 
tal Ignorance, and wholely dependin) wp- 
on the Expoſition of other Qualified Per- 
ſons, was more knowing and falutiferous, 
than this vain and verbal knowledg, which 
has only prov'd the Nurſe of Temerity and 
Prefumption. . And I do further þelieve, 
that the hberty every one has taken , to 
diſperſe the Sacred Writ into ſo many Tdi- 
oms, carries with'1t a great deal more of 
Danger, than, Utility. The Fews, Mahe- 
metans, andalmoſt all others, have Eſpousd 
and Reverence. the Language wherein 
their Laws and Myſteries were firſt con- 
ceiv'd, and haveexpreſly, and not without 
colour of reafon, forbid the verſion or al- 
teration of them, into any other. - Are 
we afſſurd, that in Biſcay, and in Brittany, 
there are enow competent. Judges of this 
affair, to Eſtabliſh rhis Tranſlation into 
their own Language? Why, .the Univer-, 
fal Church has not a more difficult and ſo-. 
lemn Judgment to make. . One of our 
Greek Hiſtorians does juſtly accuſe the Age 
\ heLivdin, for that the Secrets of Chri- 
ſtian Religion were diſperſt into the Hands 
of every Mechanick,. ta Expound and Ar- 
gue upon , according to his own Fancy ; 
and that we ought to be much aſham'd, we 
who by God's eſpecial favour, enjoy the. 
pureſt Myſteries of Piety,; to ſuffer them to 
be Prophan'd by the Ignorant Rabble ; 
| conſider- 


| 


conſidering, that the Gentiles expreſsly for- 
bad Socrates, Plato, and the other Sages, 
to enquire into, orſo much as to mention 
the things committed only to the Prieſts 
of Delphos ; ſaying moreover, that the 
Factions of Princes, upon Theological ac- 
counts, are not Arm'd with Zeal, but Fu- 
ry ; that Zeal ſprings from the Divine 


Wiſdom and Juſtice , and governs it ſelf 


with Prudence and Moderation ; but de- 
generates into Hatred and Envy , pro- 


. ducing Tares and Nettles, inſtead of Corn 


and Wine, when conducted by Humane 
Paſſions. And it was truly faid of ano- 
ther, who adviſing the Emperour 7heods- 


fras, and told him, that Diſputes did not 


ſo much Rock the Schiſms of the Church 
a ſleep, as it Rousd and Animated Here- 
flies. That therefore all Contentions, and 
Logical Diſputations, were to be avoided, 
and Men abſolutely to Acquieſs in the Pre- 
{criptions and Formulas of Faith, Eſtabliſh'd 
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by the Ancients. And the Emperour A4»- + 


roricus having over-heard ſome great 
Men at high words in his Pallace with 
Lapodius, about a Poipt of ours of great 
Importance, gave them'fo ſevere a Check, 
as to threaten to cauſe them to be thrown 
into the River, .if they did not deſiſt. 
Fhe very Women and Children now 
vs take upon them to Document the 
Oldeft and; moſt Experienc'd Men —_ | 
tne 
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the Eccleſiaſtical Laws: Whereas the firſt 
of thoſe of Plate, forbids them to enquire 
ſo much as into the Civil Laws ; which 
were to ftand inſtead of Divine Ordinan- 
ces. And allowing the Old Men to confer 


amongſt themſelves, or with the Magi-' 


ſtrate, about thoſe things, he adds, pro- 
vided it be not in the preſence of Young 
=. or Profane Perſons. A. Biſhop has left in 
\Writing, that at the other end of the 
World, there is an Iſle, by the Ancients 
call'd Dioſeorides, abundantly Fertile in all 
ſorts of Trees and Fruits, and of an ex- 
cceding Healthful Air : The Inhabitants 
of wh: <h are Chriſtians, having. Churches 
and Altars, only adorn'd with Crucifixes, 


without any other Images, great Obſervers 


of Faſts and Feaſts : Exact payers of their 
Tyths to the Prieſts, and ſo Chaſt, that 
none of them is m—_ to have to do 
with more than one Woman in his Life. 
As to the reſt, ſo content with their con- 
dition, that environed with the Sea, they 
| know nothing of Navigation, and fo ſim- 
ple, that they underſtand not one Syllable 
of the Religion they profeſs, and wherein 
they are ſo Devout. A thing incredible to 
ſuch as do not know,, that the Pagans, 
who are ſo Zealous Idolaters, know no- 


thing more of their Gods, than their bare- 


Names and their Statues. The Ancient 
beginning of Menalippus, a Tragedy of Eu- 
ripedes, ran thus, 
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Topiter, : 
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re Fupiter, for that Name alone, 
ch Of what thou art, to me is known. 
[1- ; . 1 . 


&r | T haye alſo known in my time ſome Men's 
l-'-] Writings found fault with, for being pure- 
- | 1y Humane and Philoſophical , withott 
7 | any mixture of Divinity ; and yet whoe- 
1 {| ver ſhould on the contrary ſay , that Di-. 
vine Dodtrine , as Queen and Regent of 
the reſt, better, and with greater Decen- 
| cy, keeps her State apart: What, ſhe 
. ought to be Soveraign throughout , not 
«Subſidiary and Suffragan : And that per- 
adventure, Grammatical, Rhetorical and 
Logical Examples, may elfewhere be 
more ſuitably choſen, as alſo the Argu- 
ments for the Stage , and Publick Enter- 
tainments, than from ſo Sacred a matter : 
That Divine Reaſons are conſider d with 
greater Veneration and Attention , when 
by themſelves, and in their own proper 
Stile, than when mixt with, and adapted to' 
Humane Diſcourſes. Thar it is a fault , $54 2+: 
much more often obſcrv'd , that the Di- | 
vines Write too Humanely, than that the | 
Humaniſts Write not Theologically e- 
nough : Philaſlophy, ſays St. Chryfo/tome, 
fas Yon been Baniſh'd the Holy Schools, 


— — 


as an Hand-maid, altogether uſeleſs, and 
thought uaworthy ro peep, ſo much as'in 
Paſting-by the Noor, into the Sacrifice or 
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the Divine-Dodtrine.. And that the Hu- 
mane way, of, ſpeaking is of a much low- 
er ſorm, and ought not to ſerve her ſelf 
with the Dignity and Majeſty of Divine 
Eloquence; I fay, whoever on the con- 
trary ſhould Otjct all this, would not be 
without reaſon on his fide. Let who will 
Yerbis Indiſciplinatis, talk of Fortune, De- 
ſliny, Accident, Good and Evil Hap, and 
other ſuch like Phraſes, according to his 
own Humour; I for my part, propoſe 
Fancies meerly Humane, and meerly my 
own, and that ſimply, as Humane Fancies, 
and ſeparately conſiderd, not as deter- 
-. min'd by any Arreſt from Heaven; or in- | 
[- capable of Doubt, or Diſpute. Matter of 
Opinion, 'not matter of Faith. Things 
- which I diſcourſe of according to my own 
Capacity, not what I believe according to 
God ; which alfoI do after a Laical, not 
Clerical, and yet always after a very Reli- 
gious manner. And it were as Rational to 
affirm, that an Edidt, enjoining all People, 
ut ſuch as are Publick Profeſſors of Divi- 
nity, to be very reſerv'd in Writing of Re- 
ligion, would carry with it a very good 
colour of Utility and Juſtice, and me, a- 
- mongſt the reſt, to hold my prating. 1 
424 hx have been told, that even thoſe who are 
'* not of our Church, do nevertheleſs a- 
mong[t themſelves, expreſsly forbid the 
Name of God to be usd in common Dif- 
courſe : 


' Cha p.56: Seigneur de Montaigne's Efays. 


courfe : Not ſo much as by way of In- 
terjection , Exclamation, Aſertion of a 
Truth, or Compariſon, and I think them 


. in the right. Arid upon what occaſion ſo- 


ever we call upon God, to accompany and 
afiſfus, it ought always to be done with 
the greateſt  Reverence and Devotion. 


Fhere is, as I remember, a paſſage in Xe-. 


nophon, where he tells us, that we ought 
1o much the more ſeldome to call upon 
God, by how much it is hard to compoſe 
our Souls to ſuch a degree of Calmneſs, 
Peniteney and Devotion, as it ought to be 
in at fuch time, otherwiſe our Prayers are 
not only vain and fruitleſs, but Vicious in 
themſelves. Forgive w ( we fay ) our 
Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that Treſpaſs 
againſt us, What do we mean by this Pe- 
tition, but that we preſent him a Soul free 
from all Rancour and Revenge ? And yet 
we make nothing of Imvoking God's Af- 
fiſtance in our Vices, and inviting him in- 
to our unjuſt Deſigns. 


Que nifi ſedultis nequeas committere divis, Pearſe. 
$a. 2, 


Which only to the Gods apart , 
Thou haſt the Impudence r' impart. 


The Covetons Man Prays for the confer- 


- vation of his ſuperfluous , and peradven- 


tare, ill got Riches ; the Ambitious for 


Sſz Victory. 
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Victory, and the Conduct of his Fortune ; 
the Thief calls God to his Aſſiſtance, to 
deliver him from the Dangers and Difficul- 
ties that obſtruct his Wicked Deſigns: 
Or returns him thanks for the Facility he 
has met with in Robbing a poor Peaſant. 
At the Door of the Houſe they are going 
to Storm , or break into by force of a Pe» 
tarre, they fall to Prayers for ſucceſs, ha- 
ving their Inſtruction and Hopes full of 
Cruelty, Avarice and Luſt, | 
| ( tas, 
Foc ipſum quo tu Jovi aurem impellere teu- 
Dic agedum, Staio, proh, Fupiter , o bone, 
OR ( clamet, 
Tupiter, at ſeſe non clamet Jupiter ipſe. 
| ( Fove's Ear, 
The Prayers with which thou doſt affault 
Repeat to Stazus, whom thou "ſoon wilt 
( hear. 
O Jupiter, good Fupiter, Exclaim : 
But Jupiter Exclaims not ; 


x) G<Ovi HMarguarette Queen of Navarre, tells of a 


Young Prince, (whom though ſhe does not 
name, 15 caſily enough by his great Quali- 
ty to be known, ) who going upon an A- 
morous Aſſignation to Lie with an Advyc- 
cates Wite of Paris, his way thither being 
through a Church, he never paſsd that 
Holy place, going to, or returning from, 


this Godly Exerciſe, but he always KneeFd 


down 
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down to Pray ; wherein he would employ 
the Divine Favour , his Soul being full of 


ſuch Vertuous Meditations, I leave others 


to judp, which nevertheleſs ſhe inſtances, 
for a Teſtimony of ſingular Devotion. 
But it is by this proof only, that a Man 
may conclude, no Man not very fit t5 
treat of Theological Affairs. A true 
Prayer, and Religious reconciling of our 
ſelves to Almighty God, cannot enter in- 
to an impure Soul, and at the very inſtant 
ſubjected to the very Dominion of Satan. 
He who calls God to. his Affiftance, whilit 
in 2 Habit of Vice, does, as if a Cut-purſe 
ſhould call a Magiſtrate to help him, or 
like thoſe who introduce the Name of 
God to the Atteſtation of a Lie. 


— Tacito mala vota ſuſurro 
Concipimus. 


\ In Whiſpers we do guilty Prayers make. 


There are few Men who durſt Publiſh to 
the World the Prayers they make to Al- 
mighty God. 
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| Hand cuivis promptum eſt, murmurque humi> p,,c.,. 


( leſque ſuſurros Ss. z. 


Tollere de Templis, & aperto vivere voto. 


S1z 


"Tis 


204 FF | o” 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book1, || 


*Tis not convenient for every one 
To bring the Prayer he mutters over there, 
'Our of the Temple to the publick Ear. 


And .h'; is the reaſon why the Pythagore- 
ans would have them always Publick, to 
be heard by every one, to the end they 
might not prefer indecent or unjuſt Petiti- 
ons, as he did, who having 


Hor. lib. tr. — — Clare cum dixit, Apollo, 


Epiſt. 10. 


Labra movet metuens audiri : pulcra La- 
( verna 


Da mihi fallere, da juſlum, ſandumque vi- 


| IC 
NoZtem peccatis & fraudibus objice nubem. 


Apollo's Name pronounc'd aloud : for fear 
Any his Orizons ſhould over-hear, 
Mutt ed betwixt his Teeth, Laverna great, 
Grant me the-Talent to Deceive and Cheat 
All T ſhall have to do with ev'ry where , 
Yet all the while, Holy and Juſt appear, 
And from the ſight of Men, be pleasd to 
( Shroud, 
1Viy Sins with Night, Frauds with a Sable 
: ( Cloud. 
The God did ſeverely puniſh the Wicked 
Prayers of Oedipus , in granting them : 
He had Pray'd, that his Children might a- 


monglt themſelves Determine the Succeſ- 


ſion 


———_ 


| | Ehap.5 6. Sergyeur de Montaigne's | Es. . 


ſion to his Throne by Arms ; and vas © 
miſerable, as to ſee himſelf taken at his 
word. Wearenot to Pray, that all thivgs 
may go as we would have them, bat as :s 
moſt conducing to the good of the Wort ; 
and we are not in our Prayers to Obey 


our Wills, but Prudence. We ſeem, in x Ir 


4 ——_ 


truth, to, make uſe of our Pravers, - as of 


a kind of Gibberiſh, and as thoſe do who 
employ Holy Words about Sorceries and 
Magical Operations: And as if we made 
account , the benefit we are to reap from 
them, depended upon the contcxture , 
ſound and gingle of Words, or upon the 
compoling of the Countenance. © For ha- 
ving the Soul contaminated with Concu- 
piſcence, not touch'd with Repentance, or 
comforted by any late Reconcil:ation with 
Almighty God, we go to preſent hym ſuch 
Words as the Memory ſuggeſts to the 
Tongue, and hope from thence to obtain 
the Remiſſion of our Sins. There 1s no- 
thing ſo eaſe, ſo ſweet, and ſo favourable, 


as the Divine Law : She calls and invites 


us to her, Guilty and Abominable as we 
are : Extends her Arms, and receives us 
into her Boſome , as foul and polluted as 
we at preſent are, and are for the future 
to be. But then in return, we are to Jook 


. upon her with a reſpeQive, and a gracetul 


Eye, we are to receive this Pardon with 
all imaginable gratitude and fubmutiion, 
S14 and, 


* I 
ECTS 
, % Os - 
- A 


- 632 | EY ” Khontaighe' þ Eſa ays. Book .C 
4 and, for that inſtant at leaſt, wherein w 
Addreſs our ſelves to her, to have the v5 

ſenſible of the ills we have committed : 

and at; defiance with thoſe Paſſions, that 
 ſeduc'd her to offend, for neither the Gods, 

" nor Good Men, ( fays Plato, ) will accept 
the preſent of a Wicked Man. 


Hor.l.y. MJAmmunts aram fi tetigit manus , 
Ode. 23: Non fumptuoſa blandior hoſtia 
| Mollivit guerfos Penates , 
Farre pio, & ſalienta mica: 


| The pious Oft ring of a peice of Bread , 
If by a pure Hand on the Altar laid , 
Than Coſtly Hecatombs, will better pleaſe 
Th offended Gods, and their juſt Wrath 


( appeaſe. 


| -5 wits unto it, 2 
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CHAP. LVI1I. 
Of Age. 


[| Cannot allow of the proportion we ſet- 
tle upon our ſelves, ard the ſpace we 
allot to the duration of Life. I ſee that 
the Wiſe contract it very much, in comm- 
pariſon of the common Opinion. What 
( aid, the Younger Caro to thoſe who 
would ſtay his Hand from Killing himfelf,) 
am I now of an Ape to be Reproach'd , 
that T go out of the World too ſoon 2 And 
yet he was but Eight and Forty Years 


Fl 
LO — 


re, conſidering how few 

ſuch, as foothing their 
oughts wth i know not what courſe 
of Nature, promiſe to themſelves fome 
Years beyond it., could they be privi- 
ledg'd from the infinite number of Acci- 
dents, to which we are by a natural fub- 


and competent . 


jection exposd , might have ſome Reafon 


ſo to do. What an Idle Conceit it is, to 
expect to Die of a decay_of Strength, 
which k the laſt of effects of the extream- 
eſt Age, and to propoſe to our ſelves no 
TOEW bs; ſhorter 


« 


He ror that to be a mature. 
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ſhorter leaſe of Life than that, conſidering 

| it .is a kind of Death of all others the 
FR moſt rare, and very hardly ſeen 2 We call 
390) that only a Natural Death, as if it were 
contrary to Nature, to ſee a Man break 

his Neck with a Fall, be Drown'd in Ship- 

wrack at Sea; or ſnatch'd away with a 

Pluriſfie , or the Plague, and, as if our 
ordinary- condition of Life did not expoſe 

us to theſe Inconveniences. Let us no 

more flatter our ſelves with thefe fine 
ſounding Words : We ought rather , at a 
venture, to call that Natural , which is 
2<4y4)Common and Univerſal. To Die of Old 
Age, is a Death rare, extraordinary and 
ſingular, and therefore ſo much leſs Natu- 

ral, than the others : *Tis the laſt and ex- 
treameſt ſort of Dying: And the more 

* remote, the leſs to be hop'd for. It is in- 

decd the Boundary of Life, beyond which 

we are not to paſs: Which the Law of 
Nature has pitch'd for a Limit , not to be 
exceeded : But it is withal a Priviledg ſhe 

is rarely ſeen to pive us to laſt till then. 

*Tis a Leaſe ſhe only Signs by particular fa- 

your, and it may be, to one only, in the 

ſpace of two or three Ages ; and then 

with a Paſs to boot, to carry him through 

all the Traverſes and Difficulties the has 
ſtrew'd in the way of this long Carreer. 

ho y')s And therefore my Opinion is, that when 
Once 
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once Forty Years Old, we ſhould conſider 


It 15 as an Ape to whuch very few arrive : 


For ſeeing that Men do not uſually pro- 
cced o far, it is a ſign that we are pretty 


well advancd, and ſince we have exceeded 
the ordinary Bounds, which make the juſt 
meaſure of Life, we ought not to expect 
to go much further ; Firing Gep'TT 0 
many Precipices of Death , whereinto we 
have ſeen ſo many other Men to fall, we 
ſhould ackn6wledg, that fo extraordinary 
a Fortune, as that which has hitherto 
reſcu'd us from thoſe Eminent Perils, . and 
kept us alive beyond the ordinary term of 
Living , is not likely to continue long. 
"Tis a fault in our very Laws, to maintain 
this Errour, That a Man is not capable of 
managing his own Eſtate, till he be Five 
and Twenty Years Old, whereas he will 
have much ado to manage his Life fo long. 
Auznſtus cut off Five Years from the An- 
cient Rowan Standard, and declard , that 
Thirty Years Old was ſufficient for a 
Judg. Survius Tullius ſuperceded the 
Knights of above Seven and Forty Years 
of Age, from the Fatigues of War : Au- 
guſtus diſmiſsd them at Forty Five : 
Though methinks it ſeems a little un- 
likely, that. Men ſhould be ſent to the 
Fire-ſide , till Five and Fifty, or Sixty 
Years of Age. I ſhould be of Opinion, 
that both our Vacancy and Employment, 
ſhould 
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636 GSeignenr de Montdigne's Eſſays. Book 1. i 
ſhould be as far as. poſlible extended for I] r 


the Publick Good :» But I firid the fault 
on the other ſide, that they do not employ 
us Early enough. This Emperour was 


7 ep Arbiter of the whole World at Nineteen, 


and yet would have a Man to be Thirty, 
zefore he could be fit to bear Office in the 


Tos <Y Common-wealth. For my part I believe, 


29.yÞ) 


our Souls are Adult at Twenty . ſuch as 
they are ever like to be, -and as capable 
then as ever. A Soul that has not by that . 

*time given evident earneſt of its Force and 
Vertue, will never after come to proof. Na- 
tural Parts and Excellencies produce , that 
they have of Vigorous and Fine, within 
that Term, or never. 


2:93* Of all the great Humane Actions [ ever 


Heard, or Read of, of what fort Toever, 
I have Obſerv'd, both in former Ages, 
and our own , more perform'd before the 
Age of Thirty, than after : And oft-times 
in the very Lives of the fame Men. May 
I not confidently inſtance in thoſe of Fay- 
mital, and his great cancurrent Sczpzo ? 
The better half of their Lives, they 
Livd upon the Glory they had Acquird 
in their Youth ; great Men after , *tis 
true, in compariſon of others ; but by no 
means, in compartſon of themſelves. As 
to my own particular, I do certainly be- 
lieve, that ſince that Age, both my Un- 
derſtanding, and my Conſtitution , have 

_ rather 


. | Chap.57. Seigreur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
J rather decay'd, than improv'd, and re- 


tird, rather than advanc'd. *Tis poſſible, 


— 


cay. 


( v1. 


—— bi jam wvalidis quaſſatum eſt viribus Lucres.l. 3; 


Corpus, & obſtufis ceciderunt viribus arts, 
Claudicat inzenium , delirat linquaque menf- 
ue. 
When once the Body's fhaken by UT 
( Rage, 

The Blood and Vigour Ebbing into Age, 

The Judgment then Halts upon either 
| ( Hip, 
The Mind does Doat, Tongue into Non- 
pn Ne I\Fwa ( ſenſe Trip. 
Sometimes the Body firſt ſubmits to Age, 
ſometimes the Soul, and I have ſeen e- 


I___ —_  w_—— 


ing MIA 


now, who have got a Weakneſs in their 
Brains, before either in their Hams, or 


Stomach : And by how much the more, * 


it is a Diſeaſe of no great pain to the in- 
fected Party, and of obſcure Symptoms, 
ſo much greater the danger is. And for 


this reaſon it is, that I complain of our 


Laws, 
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Laws, not that they keep us too long to 
our Work, but that they ſet us to work 
too late. For the Frailty of Life confi- 
derd, and to how many Natural and Ac- 
cidental Rubs it is Obnoxious and Expos'd : 


Birth, though Noble, ought not to ſhare 
ſo large a Vacancy, and fo-tedious a courſe 
. of Education. 


The End of the Firſt Book, 
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The Second' Book. 


CHAP. I 
Of the: Inconſtancy of our Ations, 


Uch, 4s make it their buſineſs. to cori- 
trout humane Attions, do not find 
themſelves i in any ching ſo much per- 

, as to reconcile them, and 
" them ifito the” Worlds eye with the 
fame Luſtre and Repuration ; for they do com- 
nonly ſo ſtrangely contradi one another, 
knat - at ſeems impoſſible + ſhould proceed 
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2 ' Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Il. 
X) from one and the ſame Perſon. We find the” 
| younger Marius one while a Son of Mars, and 
 *) another the-Son of Fenw. Pope Bon! ace the 
Eighth-entred ( ſays ene) into his Papacy like 
x Fox, behaved himſelf in it like a Lyon, and 
X) died like a Dog. And who could believe it 
to be the ſame Nero, the perfe&t Image of all 
Cruelty, who, having the Sentence of a con. 
demned man brought to him to Sign, cried 
out, O, that I had never been taught to Write, 
So much- it went to his heart to condemn a 
+ man to Death. All Story is full of ſuch Ex- 
amples, and every man is able to produce ſo 
many to himſelf, or out of his own pradtice, 
Irreſoluti- of obſervation, that I ſometimes wonder to ſee 
em men of underſtanding give themſelves the 
| Viceof ourtrouble of ſorting theſe pieces, conſidering that 
News. jreefolution appears to me to be the moſt com- 
| mon and manifeſt Vice of our Nature ; Wits 
neſs the famous Verſe of the Player Publius, | 


Aulus Gel, ; - 
—_ Malum confilium eſt, quod rutari nou poteſt. 


Main. 


That Counſel's ill, that willadmit no change. 


0.5 f There is ſome poſlibility of forming a juag 
| ment of. a. man from the moſt uſual methods 
Inſtability of his life ; but, conſidering the natural Inſis 
7 ow bility of our manners and opinions, I have of 
and opinj- ten thought even the beſt Authors a little © 
#ns. in 10 obitinately endeavouring to make of us 
. any conſtant and ſolid Contexture. They 
chuſe a'general Air of a man, and according 
£c 
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© Chap: x. . Szignear de Montaighe's Eſſays: I'F 
'to that interpret all his Actions; of which, if 
' ſome be. ſo ſtiff and ſtubborn, that they can- 
not | bend* or writh them to any, uniformity 
with the reſt, they - are preſently imputed- to 4 
diffimulation.  Augy/tus has eſcapt them , | for due I 
there was in him ſo apparent, ſudden, and con- 2) I 
timml variety of Attions, all the whole courſe 
of his life, that he is ſlipt away clear and: un- _ 
decided from the moſt hardy Cenfurers, Iam %c ep: 3 
more hardly induc't to believe a man's Con- "2 
ſtancy than any other Virtue, and believe no- 
- thing ſooner than the contrary. , It is a hard 3 
oF matter, out_of all Antiquity, to pick out a 
FH deZen men. who have form'd their lives to. 
eW one certain and conſtant courſe, which is the , _ _? 
ef principal deſign of Wiſdom : For to comprize £8ql 5): 
it-all in one word, ( ſays one of the Antients)} - 4 
and to contract all the Rules of humane life 
into one, it is to Will, and-not to Will always 
Kone and the fame thing : I will not vouchſafe, 
fays he to add, provided the Will be juſt, for 
Wit it be not juſt, it is impoſſible it ſhould be al- 
ays one. I hayeindeed formerly learnt, That 
ice is nothing but Irregularity and wane of 
meaſure, and therefore tis impoſſible to fix 


onſtancy to it. *Tis a S_ of Demoſthenes, - opt: D ; 


bd = s Fund OE. EDT RO FIT SOEINOSY o 5c x oe, EE 
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WT hat -the beginning”o virtue is conſulta- 
4$10n and deliberation, the end and perfe&ion, 
Fonſtancy. If we would refolve on any cer- 
un courſe _ mature advice, we ſhould pitch 
pon the beſt, but no body has thought on't. 
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 E 4 Sergneur de | Montaigne”s Eſſays - "Book TW: 
: E xr. 1.1. Quod petiit, ſpernit, repetit quod"nuper omifit, 
EEG. 1.  Aftuat,' & vite diſcorvenit ordine toto. © 


He now defpiſes, what he late did crave, _ 
And what he laſt negle&ed, now would have: 
He fluctuates, and flies from that to this, Þ 

And his whole life a ContradiCtion is. 


'F 3P/x - Our ordinary pradtice is, to follow the incli- 
| nations of our appetite, be it to the left or 
right ,- upwards or ' downwards, according as 
"| we'are wafted by the breath of occaſion. - We 
J7 never meditate what we would have, till the 
4 I *) inſtant we have a mind to have'it ; and change 
LE like that little Creature, that receives its colour 
2% . from what it is laid upon. What we but guſt 
- now propoſe to our ſelves, we immediately 
alter, and preſently return again to the firſt ; *tis 
nothing but ſhifting, and.inconſtancy : 


5a = 2, Ducimur ut nervis aliens mobile lignum. 
Like ''Tops with leathern Thongs we're 
F {ſcourg'd about. 

2 . xc £2, We do not go, we are driven ; like things 
WE that float, now leiſurely, then with violence, 
according to the gentleneſs, or rapidity of the 
Current. DET | 
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O24 1. rn HoOpme videmus, , Lucret, 
Quid fibi quiſque velit neſcire,& querere ſemper, Ys 
Commutare locum quaſi onus deponere poſſi ? 
F ' See we not, up. and down men daily trot z) E 
= For ſomctlung they would have, but know 
- _ not what: EEID | 
| Shifting from place to place,as here or there, 
j- They couldſet down the burden of their care, | 
r y | 
s 8 Every. day. a new.whimſie, and our humours 
e keep motion with the time. 
E ot LP | | 
Ee Tales ſunt hominum mentes, quali pater iþſe Cicero. 
Z Tuppiter auftifero Iuſtravit lumine terras. 
t | Sepia | 4 
y Such are the motions of th' inconſtant Soul, | [*\yz 6: 
f* Asare the days, and weather, fair or foul. 
We fluctuate betwixt various .inclinations ; we 
Wul nothing freely , nothing abſolutely , no- 
thing: conſtantly. In any one, that had-pre- 
-& 1{cribd and eſtabliſht determinate Laws and 
Rules in his head for hisown conduct, we ſhould 
perceive an equality of manners; an order, and | 
s& an infallible relation of one thing, or action, I 
f to, another, ſhine through his whole lite, ( Zme | ©, ©: ! 
e- pedocles obſery'd this diſcrepancy in the 4gre- : 
8 gentines, that they .gave themſelves up to de- = 
ghts, as1if every day was their laſt, and built, | $195 
as if they had been to live fog ever )- and the 4 
Judgment would not be hard to make. As is I 
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6  * Seigneur de Montaigne's' Eſſays. Book'WL.% 
very evident'in the perſon of the younger Car. 
to, who has found one ſtep, it will lead him to 
all the reſt : tis a harmony of very aurin,. 
ſounds, that cannot jar , nor deceive the ear.” 
But with us 'tis quite contrary , every particu+. 
lar Ation requires 'a particular Judgment, 
wherein the ſureſt way to ſteer, in my opi-" 
nion, would be to take our meaſures-from the 
neareſt ally'd Circumſtances, without enga- 
: _ ging in a longer inquiſition, or without con-' 
7 Sre<g4 cluding any other canſequence. I was told, du- 
5 Ting the civil diſorders of our poor Kingdom , 
z that a Maid, hard by the place where I then' 
was, had thrawn her ſelf out of a window, to 

avoid being forc't by a common Soldier , that 

| ag quartered in the houſe: She was not kill d 

5y the fall, and therefore redoubling her at- 

tempt, would have cut her own Throat, had 

| the not been prevented ; but having never- 
theleſs wounded her ſelf to Tome ſhew of dan- 

er, ſhe voluntarily 'confeſt, that the Soldier 

2 | had not as yet importun'd her otherwiſe than 
| 4 Mad by Courtſhip, earneſt Solicitatipn , and ſuch 
aff out of little Preſents as he was able to procure ; but 
” "4 window that ſhe was afraid, that in the end he: would IF 
| for fear of have proceeded to violence, all which ſhe de- W} / 


| ®RY% Jjivered with fi ch a countenance and accent, 
 _ and withal = rew'd in her own blood, the 
4.5 J higheſt Teſtimony of her virtue, that ſhe ap- 
pear'd another Lucretia ; and -yet I have fince 

been very well aſſur'd, that, both before and 
after, the was not fo difficult a piece. And, 

x) | according to my Hoſts tale in 4riefo, Nas * 
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Chap. 1. Seigyeur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 7 
handſom'a man, and” as fine a Gentleman as 
ou will, do not conclude too much apon your 
iſtreſſes inviolable Chaſtity, for having been 
repulſt ; you do not know but ſhe may have a 
better ſtomack to your Muletteer. 


E Antigonus ,. having taken one of his Soldiers r< > ( 
W- into a-great degree of favour and eſteem, for | 


\W his Virtue and Valour, gave his Phyſicians 
ſtrit charge to cure him of a long and inward 
8 diſeaſe under which he had a great while lan-. 
'& guiſht; and obſerving that after his Cure, he 
went much more cold to work than before, 
'W he askt the Fellow, Who had fo alter'd, and 
& cowd him. Your ſelf (Sir) reply'd the 0- 
ther, by- having easd*me of the pains that 
made me weary of my life. Lucullus his Sol- 
dier, having been rifled by the Enemy, per- 
form'd upon them in revenge a brave Exploit, 
by which having made himfelf at leaſt a Saver, 
Lacullus, who had conceived a good opinion of 
him, from 'that action , went about to engage 
him in ſome ome” Hee of very great danger, 


with all the plauſible perſuaſions and promiſes 
he could think of, | 


OI 


Verbs que timido quoque poſſent addere mentem : Hor. lib. 2. ; 
| ! Ep. 2. 


Words which the coldeſt Coward would | »«f; $2 f 
inſpire, s 


And with brisk mettle ſet his Blood on | 


Fire. 


B 4 Pray 
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| Some. Foot, or Knave krax fack't 
| .the: foe, ws yi s "» - vB 


- On. that deſign may peradventare, 8%, / *: A 


gd Hatly., refuſed 'to. Ed A Whek | 4s * T 
wg Mahomet mA rated. TW 


Fong in "Read of any other 
ouſſy: alone - with Lg po 
'the;fifſt Body of rhe. nemy , in Ba Jag 
preſepit , cut. to: pieces :: We "are. not. kaya 
HPOR: that action peradventure, , ſo, much de-! 
ed to. vindicate himſelf ; 5pm; the reproach : 
þ- A CONDE as peu an fect of recalle&ipn, nor? 
0. much pr om. natural... V,akou 
a ſudden Deſpite. oving Peas *"Man..youw: fa Pn n/ Th 
day ſo: adventurous. and brave, you mult not : 
|.  thokit frange to-ſee him as: great.a. Poltron 
- ©... thenext : Anger, Neceſitty, Company; Wine | 
4 .the ſound of the; Trumpet; had rousd/his 
Spirits ; this is no Valour form'd ,.,and: Eſta- : 
bhi. by y Meditation ; but- accidentally excated | 
y thoſe circumſtances, and therefore, jt is na 
wonder, if by contrary circumſtances if ap» - 
_ quipear te another ns F. 
"of Theſe 
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OBE? 


ve, that OE ery 
dutinct *Powers,. that pede, accompany and 
þ- - om us, the. one. towards Good, and the 
other cowards Ill according to their own. Na- - 


= Propenſions ; | ſo ſudden. a variety, * - 
ation I 0: he inagloed TO 
.from the . ſame .' Fountain; 
part; LON ingeniouſly declare , . that 
of every, | accident not. only. carries 
{with 1r, according to: its own, ;PrO- 
Iivity. ,.but that moreover I diſcompoſe,. and 
roublc get, by cheinſtability.of .my/1own 
olture; :and.whoever will look narrowly intg 
Ins. own Boſom, will hardly find;himſelf twice 
in, the fame.Conditions; I give; my. Soul-ſoms: 
times one face,,.. and: ſometimes 'another; ac- 
cording. to. the fid de.I turn. her to. - If I ſpeak 
variouſly of my ſelf, it. is, becauſe 1.confider 
dl ſelf;variouſly.. - Alt contrarieties are there 
to. be. found, i in one corner or another; or.after 
Qng manner. or; another. . Baſhful , "Inſolent, 
alt, Luſtful, Prating, Silent, : Laboxious, 
Delicate ty logenious , ,/ Heavy), Melandholick, 
| Pleaſant, Lying, True, Knowing ,- Jgnorant , 
Liberal ; 'Covetous,';and. Prodigal ,' I find all 
this.in;my ſelf, more. or leſs, according, as: ] 
turn my. ſelf about; - and whoever . will fift 
himſelf” to the bottom, will find in - himſelf, | 
even.by his own- Judgment this volubility: and 
 diſcoxdance,.. In-a,word, I have not F: 
oy of .my ſelf. entirely , fimply; and 1 idly 


without 


3 


” 10 Seigyeur de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book: 
7 af" without mixture, and” confuſion. Diſtinguo is. 
57 , the moſt univerſal Member of my Logick:. 
- © Thoughl always intend to ſpeak well of good. 
things, and rather to interpret. ſuch things, as. 
I may fall out, in the beſt ſence , than other- My 
BT 4*, Wile : Yet ſuch is the ſtrangeneſs of our con- M1 
dC dition,that we are ſometimes puſh'ton to do well W 6 
evenby Viceit ſelf, if well doing were not judged W 3 
by the intention only. One gallant Aftion there- WM 
fore ought not to conclude a manValiant;ifa man 8 5 
was brave indeed, he would be always fo, and MW, 
f-) 'upon all occaſions. If it were a Habit of Ver- 
tue, and not a Sally, it would render a man 
equally reſolute 1n all Accidents; the ſame Alone, 
as in Company ; the ſame in Liſts, asin a Bat- 
tel ; for, let them ſay what they will, there is 
not one Valour for the Pavement, and another 
for the Feild. He would bear a Sickneſs in his 
Bed, as bravely as a Wound in the Field, and 
no more fear Death in his own houſe, than at 
an aſſault. We ſhould not then fee the ſame 
man charge into a Breach with a brave aſſurance, 
and afterwards torment himſelf, and pule like 
a Woman for the loſs of a tryal at Law, or 
the death of a Child. When being a dete&ted Wl 
Coward to-infamy , he is conſtant in the ne- i 

ceſſities of - Poverty and Want ; when he ſtarts 

at the ſight of a Barbers Razor, and ruſhes 

fearleſs into the Swords of the Enemy , the 

28 ;{ Action is commendable, not the Man. 


'|| Many of the Greeks, ſays Cicero, cannot 
endure the fight of.an Enemy, and _yet- are 
courageous in. dickneſs ; the Cimbrians, and 


, Celti- 


vin, of 


-.['-. 6 
& Cicero. 


© Tic. 2. 
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Chap.'1. Seigneur de'Montaigne's Eſſays. TI 
Celtiberians quite contrary. Nzhil enim poteſt 
eſſe equabile, quod non a certa ratione proficiſca- 
zur. Nothing can be equal, that does not pro» | I 
eced from @ certain ground of reaſon. No The Valow 
Valour can be more extream in its kind, than EAlenans 1 
that of Alexander: But it is but one kind ; nor team 6 - 
full enough throughout. As peerleſs as _it is, #*-knd. ,,s 
it has yet ſome blemiſhes. OF which, his being © *{< 4 
ſo often at his wits end, upon every light ſuſpt- 
tion of his Captains conſpiring againſt his' life, - 
and' the earrying himſelf in that Tnquiſition 
with ſo much vehemeney and injuſtice, and a 
fear-that ſubverted his natural reaſon, is one 
pregnant inſtance; the Superſtition alſo, with 
which he was ſo much rainted, carries along 
with it ſome Image of Puſillanimity. And the 

"WW exceſs of his Peniteney,for the Murther of C ly- 

MW 7w5, is alſo a Teſtimony of the unevenneſs of 

his: Courage. All we perform is no other than * 

8 a Cerro, as a mani 'may fay, of ſeveral peices, 

KF and yet we would acquire Honor by a falſe 
title. Vertue cannot be followed, but for her 
elf, and if-one ſometimes borrow her Mask 
for ſome other occaſion, ſhe preſently pulls it 
away again, *Tis a ſtamp and lively tin&ure, 
which;when the ſoul has once thorowly imbibed, 
it will nor out, but with the piece. And there- 
fore to* make a right judgment of a man, we 
are long, and very obſervingly, to follow his 
trace : If conſtancy does not there- ſtand firm 
upon her own proper Baſe, Cuz viventt via c;er, 
confiderata, atque proviſa eſt, if the variety of 
occurrences makes him to alter his pace ( his 


path 
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E. " x2 '  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 'Book:'II | 
path I mean, for. the pace may. be faſter. o 
” -Alower) let him go, ſucha one runs betore thy 
| 24 (+ , wind. Tis no wonder, ſays one of the Anch 
 ..+:.-ents, that chance has ſo great a dominion over 
|..." us, ſince 1t 1s by chance we live. It is not pok 
 _- © ſible. for any one, who has not deſign'd-tus lift 
..-....for ſome certain; end, to, diſpoſe his particular 
ad X) tions. It is impoſlible for any one to fit the 


PEPE. 


bay 


peices together, who has not the whole form 
already contrived in his imagination. To what 
uſe are colours to, him, or to-what end ſhould 
he provide. them, ; that knows not what he is 
' to paint ?.No one; lays down a certain deſign 
for his life, and we only deliberate by. pieces, 
The Archer ought firſt ro-know.at what he is 
toaime, and then accommodate his Arm, Bow, 
String, Shaft,, and Motion to it. - Our Counſel 
deviates and wanders, becauſe not . levelled to 
any1determinate end. No 'wind fſeryes him, 
who addreſſes his Voyage to no:certain Port: 1 
cannot acquieſce in the judgment given by one, 
in the behalf of ;Sophoc/es ; who concluded him 
capable of-; the management of Domeſtick- af- 
fairs, againſt the accuſation of his. ſon, for 
 » having on one of: his Tragedies. | . 
22 /* x : Nether. doe T'allow of- the conjecture of the 
Pargans, Tent.;to regulate the Mzlefans, ſuffici- | 
*) ent for ſuch a COND as they from mo 
derived. Coming'to viſit the Iſland, they:took 
-notice:of ſuch grounds as were beſt husbanded, 
. .and ſuch ;Country-houſes as: were beſt govern- 
ed ; and having taken the names of the ow- 
Agrs, When they had aſſembled the Wm 
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Chap. 1. - Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſiys, it; 
they appointed thoſe Farmers far new Gover- 
riors; and Magiſtrates ; concluding, that rhey, 
who had been fo provident in their -own-pri- 
vate concerns, would be ſo of the publick too. + 
We are all' inform lumps, and of fo various a 
contexture, that every piece plays every mo- 

| ment its own game, and there isas much diffe- 
rence betwixt us and our ſelves, as betwixt ' - 
us and others. Magnam rem puta, unum homi- Sen.Egiſt. 
mem agere. Since ambition can teach men Va.! oy: 
lour, Temperance, and Liberality, and even 
Juſtice too ; ſeeing that Avarice can inſpire the 
courage of a Shop-boy, bred and nurſt up in 
obcurity and'eaſe, with the aſſarance to expoſe 
himſelf ſo far from the, Fire-ſide, . to the 

WW mercy of the Waves in a frail Boat, that ſhe 

'W does farther teach Diſcretion and Prudence : 

8 And that even Yenus can inflate Boys under the 

MW diſcipline of the Rod with boldneſs, and re- 

© folution, and infuſe maſculine courage into 

BW the Heart of tender Virgins in their Mothers 

© arms: | | 


Hac duce cuſt odes furtim tranſgreſſa Jacentes Tib.lib.2. 
Atl juvenem tenebris ſola puella Ventt. Etrg.1. 


The tender Virgin, dreadleſs of all harms, 
Steals in the dark to her young Loversarms. 


"Tis not all the underſtanding has to doe, fim- |<, z"} 
ply to judge us by our outward Aﬀtions, it muſt | 


CY "Y  wwF 


penetrate the very Soul, and there diſcover by 1 
what ſprings the motion -is guided : But that | 
I - being | 
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14  Srigucr de Montaigne Eſgs, Boakl 
being a high and hazardous undertaking, I coulf 
wiſh that fewer would attempr it. = Y 


, + 2 » : if! 4 ij 
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CHAP. IL. 
Of Drunkenneſs. 


w——_—_ rr 


| V8); 4 EE nothing but Variety, and ® 
; Diſproportion , Vices are all alike, asf V 
| ie they are Vices, and peradventure the Stoicks WM "* 
q underſtand them ſo, but although they are e- i © 


0 
ually Vices, yet they are not equal Vices: And lt \ 
that be who has tranſgreſt the ordinary bounds : 
\ 


a hundred paces, ſhould not be in a worſe con-! 
dition, than he that has advanced but ten, is 


not to be beleived ; or that Sacrilege is not worſe: t] 
. than ſtealing a Cabbadge, T | 1 


3 -==joa_ t. Nec wincet ratio, tantumdem ut peccet id&mque, : 
_ Qs teneros caules alieni fregerit horti, 
Et qui noturnus divim ſacra legerit. 


Nor ſeemes it reaſon, he as much ſhould Sin, it * 

Steals but a Cabbadge Plant, as he who, in ill { 

The dead of night,a Temple breaks,and brings il © 
Away from thence the Conſecrated things. 


There is in this as great diverſity, as in ay 
thing whatever : The confounding of the or- 
der and meaſure of Sins is dangerous : Mur- 
therers, Traytors, and Tyrants are therein fo 
very deep concerned, that it is not ay” 

| they 
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Chap. 2. - Seignear de Montaigne's Eſays. | is 
they ſhould flatter their. Conſciences, becauſe : 
ſach another is Idle, Laſcivious, or leſs aflidy- ;; £' > &, ©: 
ous at his' Devotion : Every one lays weight * 4 
n the Sin of his Companions, bur lighteas. 
his own. Our very Inſtructors themſelves 
'ranck them ſometimes, in my opinion, very 
ill. As Socrates, who faid, that the principal 
office of Witdom was, to diſtinguiſh Goods 
and Evils. We, whoſe beſt faculties are always 
vitious, ought alſo to ſay of Knowledge, that 
it is to diſtinguiſh betwixt Vice and Vice, with- 
out which, jand that very exattly performed, 
Vertuous, and Wicked will remain confounded 4 
and unknown. Now, amongſt the reſt, Drunk» 4 e <3 
enneſs ſeemes, to me, to be a groſs and brutſh - 
Vice. The Soul has the greateſt intereſt in all 
-W the reſt, and there are ſome Vices, that have 
ſomething, if a man may ſo.ſay, of generous 4 
in them. There are Vices, wherein there is a he-*): 
mixture of Knowledge, Diligence, Valour, Pru- (7 
dence, Dexterity , and Cunning : This is to- The Ger- * 
tally Corporeal and Earthly, and the thickeſt norgre« | 
ſculled Nation this day in Europe, is that, where Yo 1 
it is the moſt in faſhion. Other Vices diſcompoſe 4) , 
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the underſtanding, this totally overthrows it, 
and renders the body {iup1d, 


—4um Vint Vis penetravit, Lucret.lib. 
Conſequitur gravitas membrorum, prepediuntur 3 .- 
Crura vacillanti, tardeſcit lingua, madet mens, | 
Nant oculi, clamor, fingultus, jurgia gliſcunt : 


When 
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3 b: Tb x The worlt eſtate of man is chat, high he 
© loſes the knowledge and governinent'of Hims 


9 felf;” And 'tis ſaid, amongſt other thing y 
that ſabjecX; that, 'as'the Mull, fer ns i Livy, 


Veſkl, works up t uf fo the top whatever 'it has id 
4 the bottom: d Wine, inthoſe who have 
Ex -3 Uraok bord ther meaſure, vents the moſt 
|: , inwar d Sect eB, \ 


ME tu ſapientium 
' Curas '& arcanum jocoſo N 
| Cole retegis Lyeo, N entind Poe 


Thou in thy Cups, and wild debaichericy;” 
Blabb'ſt out the ſecret Counſel of the Wile. | 


ſep] Wing an Ambaſſador, ] 
the inemy had ſent. 19 iT, his full oy Lit-: 

*  quor, he ie worm'd out his ſecrets. And yet Au-, 
X) ' guſtus, commiting 'the moſt inward ſecrets of His 


affairs to_Lacjus Piſo, who conquered Thrace, 
never 
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ur de Montaigne's Eſays.. 17 
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nev mn faulty in the leaſt, no more 
chan Tiberius did Coſſus, with whom he intruſted 


tis whole Counſels, though we, know tliey 
were both . ſo. given to Drink, that they have 
tens been fain to carry both the one and the 


other Drunk out of the Senate.  *_ SR 
_. Heſterno inflatum vVenas de more Lyac. Virg.Fgi 


| Their head being yet full of the day before: 


And the deſign 6f Killing C:z/ar was as | ſafely | *) 
communicated- to Cimber, though he would 
ſometumes be:Drunk, as: to Cafius who Drunk 
othing but Water. We ſee our Germans; when 
Drunk as the-Devil, can know their Poſte, re- 
member the Word, - and perform their Duty. 


Tuvers Sat. 
13 


__—— ec facilis widoria de madidis, & 
Blefjis, arque mero titubantibus. CY 


Nor is a Viery eaſily - obtain'd | 
we men ſo Drunk, they - ſcarce can ſpeik'or 
and. NL | | 


could not live. beleivid there had bcen fo pro- 
ound, ſenceleſs, and detd' a degree of Drunk- 

3 efs, had I not. read in Hiſtory, that '-4/- 
4s, having, to pur a notable affront upon 
22m, invited to Supper the ſame Payſanias, who 
-J-pon the very fame occaſion afterwards killed 
8 Pip of Macedor, ( a King who by theſe ex- 
ellent Qualities gave ſufficient Teſtimony of 
| þ $1115 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book It; 
= HEY $28, BS 0 : EPS © Ei FA 5 40% 
bis Fdy-etion. ige che hoof, ad canpany of 
Epaminondas ) he made him Drink to ſuch 4 
pitch, that he could after diſpoſe of his Beauty, 


as of a Hedg-whore , to the Muletteers and; 


Servants of the baſeſt Office in the houſe. * And 


Px Ibeeri further told, by a Lady whom TI highly 


Honor and Eſteem, that near Bourdeaux, and 


_ about Caſ?res where ſhe lives,a Country-woman, 
2 Widow of chaſt repute, perceiving in her Telf 


the firſt ſymptoms of Breeding, innocently tolc 
her Neighbours, that if ſhe had a Husband ſh 
ſhould think her ſelf with child : But the cat 
ſes of ſaſpition every day more and more en- 
creaſing, and at laſt growing up to a manifeſt 
proof ; the : poor Woman was reduc'd to the 
neceſſity of cauſing it to be Proclaimed- at the 
Profine of her Pariſh-Church ; that | whoeve 
had done that deed, and would frankly confels 
it, ſhe did not only promiſe to Forgive, but 
moreover to Marry him, if he JiF'd of the 


motion. Whereupon a young fellow that fer 
ved in the quality of a Labourer, encouraged 
by this Proclamation, declared ; that he hac 
one. Holy-day found her, having taken toc 


much of the Bottle, ſo faſt a ſleep 1n the Chin 
ney, and in ſo undecent a poſture, that he 


might conveniently, come to doe his buſineſ 


without waking her ; and they yet: live: toge 
ther Man and Wife. It is true, that Antiquity 
has not much decry'd this Vice : The Writing 


of ſeveral Philoſophers ſpeak very tenderly 0 


it, and even amongſt the Szoicks there are ſome 
who adviſe to give themſelves ſometimes the 


liber 
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Chap. 2. ; Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. | xg 
Ry to Drink to a debauch, to recreate and 
e{h the Soul. 7 


Hoc quoq; virtutum quondam certamine Magnum Cornel. 
Socratem palmam promeruiſſe ferunt. Gal. Epige | 


And Secrates the Wile they fay of yore, 79pm 
Amongſt Boon-blades the palm of Drinking 
Ire: Tie hs | 


[ 


That Cenſor, and Reprover of others, Cato was | *) 
reproact'd that he was a Good-fellow. | 


Narratur & priſci Catonis Horace dh: | 
Spe mero caluiſſe virtus. 3-04e.21, 


And of the Elder Caro it is faid, | *) 
He often went with a hot Pate to Bed. 


% 


Cyrus that worthy renowned King, amongſt his | <» 2.07) 


other Dales, by which he pretended to be 
pre before his Brother Artaxerxes, urged | 
this excellency, that he could Drink a great deal 
more than he. And in the beſt governed Na- ' 
tions, this trial of kill in Drinking 1s very ; 
nn ge” I have heard S7lvis, an EXceEnt x bexfa 
| 7 tian of Parjs, fay, that leſt the digeſtive printing - 
aculties of the Stomach ſhould grow De, It £0 oy 
were not amiſs once a month to rouſe them 7; 1, 
by this exceſs, and to ſpur them ; leſt they mongt the } 
ſhould grow dull and reſty ; and one Author be $009") 
F *clls us, that the Perſians uſed to conſult about o,. : 
& their moſt important Afﬀairs, after being well 

C > warmed 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays,- Book II," 
, warmed with Wine... My. tafle and conſfitutis: 


on are greater Enemies to this Vice thanl am, 
tor beſides that I eaſily ſubmit my belief ro the” 


Authority of antient opinions : I look upon it. 

indeed - a ſtupid and ungraceful Vice, bur lels: 
malicious and hartful than the others, which 
almoſt all more dire&ly juſtle publick Society. 
Ani if we cannor pleaſe our felves, but it muſt. 
colt us ſomething, as they hold ; I find this Vice 
coits a mans conicience leis than the others, be- 
ſides that it is of no difficult preparation ; nor 
what we look for hard'to be found, a confide- 

” + gJ* ration not altogether to be deſpiſed. A man 
- 9<RT well advanc'd both in Dignity and Age, amongſt 
| three principal Commodities, that he faid re- 
mained to him of life, reckoned to me this for 
one, and where would a man more juſtly find? 
| Delay it, than amongſt the natural conveniences ? But 
ae ” 229 he did not take it_right, for delicacy and the 

"pine. Curious choice of Wines, is therein to be avoy- 

3 » ded. If you found your. pleaſure upon Drink- 

; ing of the beſt, you condemn your ſelf- to the 

penance of Drinking of the worſt.. Your taſte 

muſt be more indifferent and free. So delicate 7 

a Palate is not required to make a good Toper. WM ;, 

=e>:of; The Germars Drink almoſt indifferently of all 


o 
4 ak. _ I. hats 
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Wines and Liquors with delight, their buſi- 
nels is to power down, and not to taſfte.; and 
ns fo much the better for them, their pleaſure 


is ſo much the more conſtant, and nearer at 
hand. Now on the other fide, not to Drink 


{ after the French taſhion ) but at meals, and 
tizen very moderately too, 1s to be ingrate to 


thus 


? 
». 


: Chap; Me " Seignewr de Montaigness Eſſays. ; 
"this bountiful -God- of Wine. There is mor© 
time and conſtancy required than fo. The Ayr 
tients ſpeiit whole nights in this exerciſe, and 
.oft-times added tlie” day- following to cke it 
| out, and therefore we are to take greater liber. 
ty than ſo, and ſtick cloſer to our Sork.. I have 
ten a great Lord of my time, a man of high 
enterpriſe and famous ſucceſs, that withour et- 
ting himſelf tor, and after his ordinary rate 
"of Drinking at meals, "Drank not much leſs 
thanfive quarts of Wine, and at his goingaway 
appeared but too wiſe and diſcreet, to the detri- 
ment of our affairs. The pleaſure we defizn 
-the greateſt eſteem for the whole courſe of our 
lives, ought to have a greater ſhare of our time 
dedicated to it. We ſhould like Shop-boys and 
Labourers,refuſe no occaſion nor omit no oppor- 
Dy of Drinking, and always have it in our 
"minds. But methinks we every day abridg and 
curtail the uſe of Wine ; and the Break-faſt 
Drinking and Collations, I uſed to fee in my 
Fathers houſe, when T1 was a Boy, were more 
uſual and frequent then, than now. 

Is it that we pretended to a Reformation ? 
Truly no. But it may be we are more addi:ted to 
Fenus, than our Fathers were. They are two 
exerciſes that thwart and hinder one another'in 
their vigour. Letchery has weakned our Sto-' 
mach on. the one ſide, and on the other Sobrie- 
ty renders us more ſpruce and amorous for the 
exeraſe of Love. Tis not to be imagined wha: 
ſtrange Stories I have heard my Farner tell, cf 
the Chaſtity of that Age wherein he lived. Ir 
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22 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. ' Book Il: 
was for him to ſay it, being both by Art ang 


4 egg Nature cut out, and finiſted for the ſervice of 
' z+4;- Ladies. He ſpoke well, and little ; ever mix 
| ebors Fa- -ing his Language with ſome Illuſtration out of 
wh vulgar Authors, eſpecially Spaniſh, and, amongſt 
them, Mag»s Aurelius was very frequent in hig 
mouth. His behaviour was grave, humble, and 
modeſt ; He was very ſolicitous of neatneſs and 
decency both in his Perſon and Cloaths, whe: 
ther on Horſeback, or a Foot : He was exceed- 
ing punctual of his Word ; and of a Conſcience, 
and Religion generally tending rather towards 
Superſtition than otherwiſe. For a Man of lit: 
tle Stature, very Strong, well Proportion'd, 
and well Knit, of a pleaſing Countenance en 
clining to Brown, and very Adroit in all no- 
ble Exerciſes. I have yet in the Houſe to be 
ſeen Canes powr'd full of Lead, with which; 
they ſay, he exercisd .his Arms, for throwing 
the Bar, or the Stone ; and Shoes with Leaden 
Soals, to make him after lighter for Running, 
or Leaping. Of his Vaulting he has left little 
Miracles behind him : I have ſeen him, when 
paſt three-ſcore, laugh at our Exerciſes, and 
: throw himſelf in hisFurr'd Gown into the Sad- 
X) dle, make the Tour of a Table upon his 
Thumbs, and ſcarce ever mount the Stairs 1+ 
to his Chamber without taking three or four 
ſteps at a time. But upon what I was ſpeaking 

before, ' he ſaid, there was ſcarce one Woman 
of Quality of ill Fame in a whole Prayince. 
Would tell of ſtrange Privacies, . and ſome of 
them his own, with Vertuous Women, with- 
Ou 
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Montaign's E/ays. 23 3 
n:: And for his own Mervellow | 


Fo Married at a well advanc't Maturity in the 

year x528, the three and thirtieth year of his 

Age, upon his way home from 7zaly. 'But let us 

turn toour Battel. F. 
The incommodities of old Age, that ſtand x $<5-1 2 


in need of Tome refreſhment and ſupport, 


mig 1 : t with reaſon beget in me a deſire of this *  } 
| faculty, .1t being as were the laſt pleaſufe the ' 7 


courſe of years deprives us of. 'The natural. ;. ply 
heat, (fay the Good-fellows,) firſt ſeats itſelf in | 
the Feet,that concerns Infancy, thence it mounts 
into the middle Region, where 1t makes a long 
aboad, and produces -in-my opinion the ſole 
true pleaſure of humane life ; all other pleaſures, 
in compariſon, ſleep. Toward the end, like a 


' Yapour that ſtill mounts upward, it. arrives at 


the Throat, where it makes its final refidence, 
and concludes the progreſs. 1 cannot neverthe- 
leſs underſtand, how a man can extend” the 
pleaſure of drinking beyond Thirſt, and to 
forge in his imagination an Appetite artificial, 


and againſt Nature. My Stomach would nor 


proceed ſo *far, it has enough to do to deal 
with what it takes in for neceſſity. My con- 


 Nitution, is, not to care to Drink, but as it 


C 4 fol- 
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| } but after forty givest ve to pleaſe them- 
. ſelves, and to mix a little liberally,in their Feaſts, 
+ Oneofthethe influence of Dionyſus, that good Deity 


| names of ho reſtores young men their good humour, 
by: Baccons. id old en tha youth, who mollifies the paſ-' 
? ſions of the Soul, as Iron is Toftned by Fire ; 
| #) and in his Laws alſows ſuch merry meetings, 
(provided they haye a diſcreet Cheif to go-' 
vern, and keep them in order) for good and off 
preat utility : Drunkenneſs being a true and cer- 
_ tain tryal of every ones Nature, and withal 
fit to inſpire old Men with Mettle to divert” 
themſelves in Dancing, and Mufick ; things 
- of great uſe, and that they dare not attempt. 
« When ſober. He moreover ſays, that Wine 1s 
able to ſupply the Soul with Temperance, and 
the Body with Health ; nevertheleſs theſe Re- 
ſtrictjons, in part borrowed from the Carthagzs 
»ians, pleaſe him: That they forbear exceſſes s 
. tne 
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hap. 2: Seignent de Montaignt's Eſſays, — — 25 
the Expeditions of War; that every Judge and 

ſtrate abſtain"from it, when about the Ad- — 
uſtrations'of his place, or the Conſultations : *. - ; 

the Publick affairs - That the day is not to j A e>-1z 4 
ze embeazled with it, that being a time due to A 
other employments, nor that night he intends 
to get Children. Tis faid, = t <' Philoſopher 
Sel , when oppreſt with Age, purpoſely haſt- 
ned his End by drinking pure Wine. The 
ſame thing, bur not'deſign'd by him, diſpatcher 
alfo the Philoſopher Arce//avs. But 'tis an old, 
and pleaſant Queſtion, Whether the Soul of a 
wiſe Man can be overcome by the ſtrength of 


Wine, : 
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h $i munit# adhibet vim ſapientie. = _ 
Gb If it a Head, with its beſotting fume, 
0 With Wiſdom fortified-Vaſlault preſume. 


To what vanity does the good opinion we 4 
have of our ſelves puſh us > The moſt regular « £29 
and moſt perfe& Soul in the World has but too b 
much to doe to keep it ſelf upright, from being 
overthrown by its own weakneſs. There is not 
one of 'a thouſand that is right, and ſetled fo 
much as one Minute in a whole Life, and that 
may not-very well doubt, whether according to 
her Natural condition ſhe can ever be. - Bur to 
Join Conſtancy to it, is her utmoſt Perfe&tion ; 
F.mean though nothing ſhould juſtle and dif- 
compoſe her, which a thouſand Accidents may 
do, 'Tis to much purpoſe, that the great Poet 
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him _ wiſe as he will, but in EA he 

-2 Man ; and than that, wha t is there more 
miſerable, .or more nothing? Wiſdom d 

not force our natural diſpoſitions. | 


SS. 


Lucrer, Sudores itaque© pallorem exiſtere toto 
lib.3..  Corpore, & infring} linguam, ——_— aboriri, 
| Caligare ocatos, ſonere aures, ſuccidere artus, 


Denique confidere ex animi terrore videmus. 


Paleneſs, and Sweat the Countenance con« 

founds, 
The Tongues deliverd of Abortiye Sounds, 
The Eyes grow dim, Ears deaf, the Knees 
_ grow lame, | | 
And do refuſe to prop the trembling Frame, 
And laſtly out of fear of mind we all 
Things ſee into a Diſſolution fall. 


He muſt ſhut his Eyes againſt the blow that 
threatens him ; he muſt tremble upon the 
Margent of a precipice like a Child : Nature has 
ving reſerv'd theſe light works of her Authority, 
not to be faret by our Reaſon and Stoical 

VeErtue, 
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me) $0 teach Man his 
zoWer pete; Apocn _ red with 
hame. _ | with the Cholick, if not 
ery loud, at leaſt ſo as toconfeſs, is frikey 


DO a ſe nihil alienum puter. 
other what may befall, 
FaRor think firange to himſelf at all. 
The Poets, that feign all things at vleafiry 
dare not acquit their greateſt Hero's of Tears. 1 


Sic fatur iris, claſſ que tmmittit Flr is Firg. 6. 


Thus did he weeping fay, and then his Fleet 
Did to the mercy of the Sea commit. | 


"Tis ſufficient for a man to curb and mode- 
rate his inclinations, for totally to ſuppreſs them 
is notin him to do, Even our great Plutarch, 
that excellent and perfect \Judge of Humane 
Attions, when he ſees Brutus and Torquatus 
Murther their own Children, begins to doubt, 
whether Vertue could proceed ſo far; and to 
amt, whether theſe perſons had not rather 

n ſtimulated by ſome other Paſſion. All 
Actions exceeding the ordinary bounds are lia- 
ble to Siniſter interpretation : For as much as 
our liking does no more proceed from what is 
above, than from what is below it. 
| Letusleave this other Se& and make a down- 
right profeſſion of fierceneſs. But when even 
Dk in 
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 Cicere. 


| Tye 45. we 
PET come at me. When Azaxarchus, by the con 


mand of Nzcocreon the Tyrant of Cyprus, wa 
put into a Stone-Morter, and laid upon witl 

, Mauls of Iron, ceaſes not to ſay, Strike, | Bat, 

* ter, Break, 'tis not Anaxarchus, *tis but hi 
Sheath that you pound and bray ſo. When 
we hear our Martyrs. cry out to the Tyrant 
in the middle of the Flame, this ſide is Roaſted 
enough, fall to, and eate, it is enough, fall to 
work with the other. When we hear the Child inff 
Foſephus, torn piece-meal with biting Pincers, 


CRIT urns, NCT, ing out with a con- 
nt a red Voice, Tyrant, t oſe 
thy Iabour, I am lll at eaſe, where is the 

the Pain, where are the Torments with which 
thou didſt ſo threaten me ? Is this all thou canſ 

doe 2 My Conſtancy torments thee more, than 

thy Cruelty does me : O Pitiful Coward, thoy 
Fainteſt, and Ifgrow Stronger, make my Com- 

plain, make me Bend, make me Yield if thou 

canſt ; Encourage thy Guards, Chear up thy! 
Executioners, fee, ſee they Faint, and can do 

no more; Arm them, Fleſh them anew, Spur 

Fe.) them up. Really a man muſt confeſs, that there 
is ſome alteration and fury, how Holy fſoever, 

' that does at that time poſſeſs thoſe Souls. 

x) When we come to theſe Stoical Sallies : 7 had 


rather | 


| iu i. 
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out refuſing 'Health and Eaſe, he 
Jefies all Torments, and defpiſing the Lefſer 
pains, as diſdaining' to contend with'them, he- 
ovets and calls out for Sharper, more violent, 
and more worthy of him . 


P40 pumantemgne dari pecora inter immertia votis 
Optat aprum, aut fulvuum deſcendere monte 
| Jeonem. 


f/Enied 1.4. "4 


"Ar ay; 


And for ignobler Chaces wiſhes ſome 
Lyon or Boar, would from the Mountain 
Come. 


Who but muſt conclude, that they are pnihet 
dn by a Courage, that has broke looſe from its | J 
place > Our Soul cannot from her own Seat i Fee) . 
reach fo high, *tis neceſſary ſhe muſt leave ir, 'I 
raiſe her felt up, and taking the Bridle in her | 
Teeth, tranſport her man ſo far, that he ſhall 
after himſelf be aſtoniſht at what he has done. r 
As_in occaſion of War, the Heat of Battle -2-L* 
ſometimes puſhes the generous Souldiers to per- 
form things of ſo infinite Danger, as after 
| having recolle&ed themſelves, they themſelves | 
are the firſt to wonder at. As alſo fares with x«-07*} 
the Poets, who are often rapt with admuration : 
of their own Writings, and know not where 
again to find the track, through which they 
| pcr- 
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performed fo happy. a Carreer,; which alk 
a) Plato ſays, :£1s. to”Þurpoſe for. 2 Sober man t9 
a ock at the door of Poely : And Ariſtotle lay 
exempt from the mixture of Folly ; and he ha 
reaſon to.call all Tranſports, how commendable 


. "132 


ſoever, that ſurpaſs 'our own Judgment and 
, underſtanding, Folly , : Foras much as Wiſdom 
is a regular Government. of the Soul, which is 
carryed on with Meaſure: and Proportion, 'and 
rebph which _ is to _, _ TEEN Ae: Plata 
e?71* [argues thus, that the Faculty of Prophecying 
1s 7 far above us, that we muſt be 'out of 
our ſelves, when we meddle with . it,.. and 
our Prudence muſt either be obſtructed” by 
Sleep or Sickneſs, -or lifted from her place by 
ſome Celeſtial Rapture. 4's | 
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N CHAP. II. 
The Cuſtom of the Iſle of Cea. 
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Fo =_ F to Philoſophize, be, as *tis defin'd, to 
hop 5 Fþ doubr, muchmoreto write at randome, and 
play the Fool,as I do,ought to be. reputed doubt- W 
10g, for it is for Novices and Freſh-men to in- | | 
quire and to diſpute, and for the Chair-man to 8 . 
moderate and determine. My Moderator is 
the Authority of the Divine WHll, that Governs 
us without contradiction, and that is Seated a- 
bove theſe vain, and humane conteſts.  Phi- 
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- ©: : | : y very much to ſuffer 5 
if they did not in time reconcile themſelves to 


his favour : Why you pitiful Fellow, replied he, 
what can they Tor; ar do not fear to dye > 
Tt being alſo demanded of 42h, which way 'a 
man might hve free? Why, ſaid he, by deſpifin 

Death. "Theſe, 'and a thouſand <A Dyke 
to the ſame purpoſe, do diſtin&ly found fome- 
thing more than the Patient attending the 
ſtroke of Death, when it ſhall come; for there 
are ſeveral Accidents in Life, far worſe to Taf- 
fer than Death it Telf : Witneſs the Lacedzmeonian 
' Boy, taken by An77gonus, and fold for a Slave, 
he bei by his new Maſter commanded to 
| ſome baſe Imployment, Thou ſhalt ſee, ſays the 
Bo 


threatning the Lacedzmonians, that he might the 


better encline them to acquieſce in a certain de- ' 


mand of his; IF thou threatne(t us with more 


than Death, replied they, we ſhall the more wil- 
Wl Lingly Dye : And to Philip having writ them 
word, that he would fruſtrate” all their Enter- 
prizes, What, wilt thou alſo hinder us from dying? 
"WH This is the meaning of the Sentence, 7hat the 
"Bl Wiſe man lives as long as he ought, not ſo long as 
"= he can; and that the moſt obliging Preſent 
* B Nature has made us, and which takes from us 
"& all colour of complaint of our condition, 1s, 
a _ 
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, whom thou haſt bought, 1t would be a ſhame Several 
or me to ſerve, being ſo near the reach of Li- —_— 


- 1 berty, and having fo ſaid, threw himſelf from jfer than 
the top of the houſe. ns OY Death. | 
x) 
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E” 32 ochpeir d# Meannighe'e fig. Bookef a Ct 
> vany £0 have delivered [into [our own: cuſtody the _e 
> ks Ke s of Life. - \She-has only Ordere GEE OR | 
3 'p c 3® A | hou Ys. out, E. 
I We may be Itraightned for-Earth to Live upoi, im 
but Earth. ſufficient to Dye-upon can never be 
wanting, as Boiocatus anſwered the Aon 
why. doeſt thou complain of this World? 1 ; 7N 
deteins .the not; thy own cowardize (is theo, 
cauſe if thou liveſt in -Pain : There remains. 3 


no more to Dye but to be willing to do it. 
8 £7 #4. vhigat mors oft Optims hoc cavit. Deus, "oh 
; Eripere Vitam nemo nowhomini poteſt : . 
At nemo Mortem : Mille ad hanc aditus pen : 


To Death aman can never want a Gate, Wh 
Heav n has provided very well for that, "We 
There's not fo mean a Wretch on earth, but h 

ma i LT 
Take the moſt Noble Hero's life away ; - go 
Bur to the willing none can Death refuſe, - Wo! 

. Thereareto thata thouſand Avenues. = 


| £90,; 
| Deathde-(. Neither is it a Recipe for one Diſeaſe, Death! 


pends up- 
on the 


will. | Port, that is never to be feard; and very often 


e 
is the Infallible Cure of all, tis a moſt aſſured 4 
[ 

to be ſought : It comes all to one, whether a h 
CC 

C: 


man gives himſelf his end, - or ſtays to receive 

it by ſome other means ; whether he pays be- 

tore his day, or ſtay till his day of payment W! 

come : From whenceſoever it comes, it 1s ſtil! 5 

his : In what part ſoever the thread breaks, ©! 

there's the end of the Clue, the moſt volun- ts 
tary 
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hap. 3- Seigneur de Montaign's E ſays: 
ary Death, is the moſt brave. Life depends 


upon the Pleaſure and Diſcretion of others, 


Death upon, our own. We ought not to 
accommodate our ſelves to our own Humour 
any thing ſo much as in that. Reputation 

5s not concern'd in ſuch an enterprize ; and 
ts a folly to be diverted by any ſuch ap- 
prehenſion, living is Slavery, if the liberty of 
dying be away. The ordinary method of Cures 
3 carried on at the expence of Life, they tor- 

ment us with Cauſticks, Inciſions, and Ampu- 
ations of limbs, at the fame time interdifting 

IAliments, and exhauſting our Blood ; one ſtep 
ather, and we are cur'd indeed. Why are not 

16. Jugniar Veines as much at our diſpoſe, as 

he Cephalick, Baſilick, or Median Veine ? For 

a deſperate diſeaſe, a deſperate cure. Servius 
he Grammarian, being tormented with the 

Gout, could adviſe of no better remedy; than 
o apply Poiſon to his Legs, to deprive them 

of their ſence,. then let them be Gouty on Gods 
name, ſo they. were inſenſible of pain. God 
gives us leave enough, when he is pleaſed to 
reduce us to ſuch a condition, that to live is 
far worſe than to die. *Tis weakneſs to truckle 
under infirmities, but_it's madnes to nourtth 
hem. "The Stoicks fay, that it is living ac- 
cording to Nature in a Wiſe mari to take his 
eave of Life, even in the height of proſperity, 


if he do it opportunely, and ina Fool to prolong 


ir, though he be miſerable, provided he be in- 
digent of thoſe things, which are reputed the 
eceſſaries of human life. As I do nor offend 
D the 


ce Augene: 
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Seigneur dt Montaign's Eſſays. Book Il. 
the Law, provided againſt Thieves, when | 
Eabezel my own Money, and cut my own 
Purſe ; nor that againſt Incendiaries, when'] 
burn my own Wood ; ſo am I not under the 
laſh of thoſe made againſt Murtherers, for ha- 
ving depriv'd my ſelf of my own life. Ze 
geſrus ſaid, that as the condition of life did, { 
the condition of death ought to depend upon 
our own choice: And Dzogenes meeting thi 
Philoſopher Speucippus , fo blown up with an 
inveterate Dropſie, that he was fain to be car 
ried in a Litter, and by him fahited with the 
complement, of, 1 wiſh you. good health ; 
Health co thee, reply'd the other, who art con- 
tent to live in ſucha condition. And- in trurk, 
not long after Speucippus, weary of ſo Tanguiſh 
ing an eſtate of Tate, found a means. to dyt 
But this does not paſs without admitting 1 
diſpute : For many are of Opinion, that we 
cannot quit this Garriſon of the World, with 
- out the expreſs command of him, who hs 
plac'd. us in it ;. and that it appertains to Goc 
who has plac'd us here, not for ourſelves only 
bat for his Glory, and the ſervice of others, tc 
diſmiſs us when it ſhall beſt pleaſe him, and no 
for us to depart without, his Licence : That we 
are not born for ourſelves only, but for our 
Country alſo, the Laws of which require at 
account from us, upon the ſcore of their ow! 
intereſt, and have an aQion of Man-ſlanghte 
good againſt us. .Or if theſe fail to take cogri 
zZance of the Fat, we are puniſlyd in the othe 
World, as deferters of our Duty. 


Proximd 
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\* Proxima deinde tenent maſti Loca, qui ſibj FEncid.liks } 
+ Tethum Wor Ge: 
'. ® Juſontes peperere manu, lucemque perofi 

', Protecere anmmas. 


Next theſe, thoſe Melancholick Souls remain, 
'- Whoinnocent by their own hands were ſlain, 
And hating light, tor voluntary Death 
Ecclipſt ſe eyeballs, and bequearh'd their 
breath; w | 


There is more Conſtancy in ſuffering the 
hain we are tied in, than in breaking ir, and 
more pregnant evidence of fortitude in Regulus, 
than in Cato; *Tis Indiſcretion ant] Impatience 
that puſhes us on to theſe precipices. No ac- 
 cidents can make true Vertue turn her back; 
' ' the "ſeeks atid requires Evils, Pains and 
Grief; as the things by which ſhe is nouriſh'd 
and ſupported. The menaces of Tyrants , 
Wracks , and Tortures ſerve only to animate 


2nd roſe her: 


Duris ut ilex tonſa bipennibus 
Nigre feraci frondis in Algido 
Per damnay per cedes, ab ipſo 
Ducit opes, animninque ferro. 


As in Mount Algidus the ſturdy Oak, 
_ Evafromth injutions Axes wounding ftroak;, 
Derives new vigour, and does further ſpread 
attpitations 4 more graceful head. : 
D z And 
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And as another fays. 


1 
|» Sen. Th. Not eft ut putas virtus, Pater, . f 
AG, I, Timere vitam, ſed malis ingentibus 
$cen. 1, | 


Obſtare, nec ſe vertere ac retro dare. 


%) They .are miſtaken, and do judge:amiſs, | 
Whothink to tear tolive, a Vertue is; -» + 
He's brave, the greateſt evils can withſtand, 

And not retire, nor ſhift to either hand. 


Or as this. 4”: S.: 
Mare.lih, Rebus in adverſis facile eft contemnere mortem. 


a Epig. Fortius ile facit, qui miſer eſſe poteſt.. 


x) | The wretched well may laugh at death ;| 
- but he Xo ne Shes ety 
Is braver far can live in miſery, 


l 


Tis Cowardize not Vertue, to lye, ſquat in 
furrow under a Tomb to evade the blow 


F)| Fortune. Vertue never ſtops, nor goes ou of 
her path for the greateſt ſtorm that blows: 
Hor. lib. 3. Sz fraftus illabatur orbis, 
Qae. 5. Impavidam ferient ruing. 


Should the World's Axis crack, and Sphear | 
fall down, rg 
The ruins would but cruſh a fearleſs Crown. 


And 


| 1p. 3- "Seighenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 37 3 
And: For 1 the moſt part, the fying of- other | £ 93 21 


C—_——— — 


inconveniences brings us to this t, endea- 
— nn nn 
vouring to evade death, we run into the mouth 


| of It. 


Hic, 70g, 104 Juror eſt, ne moriare, mort ? ye _ 2. 


| Can PE be orcater 1 madneſs, pray RY v 7<29% 
| | Than that © that one ſhould for fear of dying, die? 


Like did ho for fear of a precipice, throw 
themſelves headlong into it. 


Multos in ſumma pericula mifit Lucan. ttb. 
Venturi timor ipſe mali :- Fortiſſtmus ille eſt, 7: 
ui promptus metuenda pati, 1 cominus inſtent, 


" Et differre poteſt. 


4 


The. fear of future ills oft makes men run 

Into far worſe, than thoſe they ſtrive to ſhun ; 

But he deſerves the nobleſt Character, 

Dare boldly ſtand the miſcheifs he does tear, | 
n they confront him, and appear in view, | 

And can defer at leaſt, ii if not eſchew. | 


2p1 cT-* | 


——ſque adeo mortis formidine, vite Lucret.lih, 
Percipit humans odium, luczſque wvidenudez 3. 
rt fibs conſeiſcant merenti pedtore lethum, 
Obliti fontem curarum hunc eſſe timorem. 


'D 3 Death 


- 
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Seigneur de Montaigne”: Eſrys. Book i"; 


Death unto that degree does ſome 
fright , my 
That _ ing them to hate both life and 
light, 3 
They kill themſelves in ſorrow, not aware, 
That this ſame fear's the fountaine © 
care. | 


| 2) Teromini-x Plato in his laws aſſigns an ignominious 
3 mr --pultare to him who has depriv'd his neareſt and 
Fomc:4es. belF freind ( namely himſelf) of life, and his 
___ deſlin'd courſe of years, being neither-compel 
Fd foto do by. publick jadgment, by any ſac 
and inevitable accident of fortune, nor by--any 
inſupportable diſgrace, but merely pulht on by 
cowardize, and the imbecillity ot a tzmorou 
i foul. And the opinion, that makes fo little q 
life, is ridiculous; for it is our being ; 'tis. al 
ye have, - Things of a nobler, and more els 
vated being, may indeed accuſe this of ours ;'bu 

it i5 againſt nature, for us to contemn, and mak 

little account of our ſelves; *tis a diſeaſe particy 

| larto man, and not diſcern'd in any. other cres 
tures, to hate and deſpiſe itſelf. And it 451 

vanity of the fame ſtamp, to deſire be ſom 

thing elſe, than what we are. The effects 

ſuch a defire do not at all concern us, for as muc 

as it is contradicted, and hindred in it fe 

and he'that deſires of a man to be made an Al 

gel, wiſhes nothing for himſelf ; he would | 

never the/better for it ; for being no more, wl 
ſhould rejoice, or be ſenſible of this benefit * 
AW | = | {1-1 Dl 
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Debet enim miſere cui forte egreque futurum eft, Idem Ibid. © 
Ipſe quoque eſſe in eo tum tempore, cum male poſit 1 
Accidere. t 
For it is neceſſary ſure that he, 
-- Who for the future wretched is to be, 
_ Should then be by himſelf inhabited, 
” hat the events of Fate been fruſtrated ; 
But that the ills, he threatned is withall, 
Should rightly in their due appointment fall, 


Security , indolency , impaſſibllity , and the 
Wo; the evilsof life , which we pretend 
to purchaſe at the price of dying, are of no 
manner of advantage to us. 'That man evades 
war to very little purpoſe, that can have no 
fruitiog of peace; and asimpertinently does he 
avoid _—_ and toile, who cannot enjoy re- 
poſe. Amongſt thoſe of the firſt of theſe” two 
opinions, there has been great debate, what oc- 

- cafions are ſufficient to juſtifie the meditation 
of ſelf-murther, which they call, EAonrn YEamlu , 
a handſome Exit, For though they fay, that 
- men are often to dye for trivial cauſes, ſeeing 
thoſe that deteine us in life are of no yery great 
- Weight, yet there is tobe ſome meaſure. There 
© arefantaſtick and ſencejeſſe humors, that 'have 
prompted not only particular men, but whole 
Nations to deſtray themſelves, of which I have 
elſewhere. given ſome examples ; and we fur- « Xx) 
ther read of the Mzlc/ian virgins, that, by a fu- 
rious compact, they hang'd t hemſclves, one after 
prog £ ano- 


40 


Ll 


; Sulpitir 
] Servaſt ' 


Thom 


Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. Book L 
another, till the Magiſtrate took order 1n it, 


enaQting, -that the bodies of ſuch as Thould be 
found a ſhould be drawn by the fame 


halter ſtarke naked through the City. When 
Threicion perſuaded Cleomenes to diſpatch himſelf 


by reaſon- of the ill-poſture of his affairs, and 


having evaded a death of the moſt honor in the' 
battail he had loſt, to accept of this the ſecond; 
in honor to it, and not to give the Conquerors 
leifure to make him undergo either an ignomt-: 
nious death, or an infamous life : Cleomenes with: 
a courage trulyStoick,and Lacedemonian rejected 
his Counſel as unmanly and poor ; hat, ſaid he, 
is a remedy that can never be wanting, and which 
a man is never to make uſe of whilſt there is an inch; 
of hope remaining : telling him, that it was ſomes: 
rimes conflancy and valour to live, that he would: 
that even his death ſhould be of uſe to his Country,; 
and would make of it an aft of honor and vertue.: 
Threicion notwithſtanding thought - himſelf” in; 
the right, and did his own buſineſs ; and C/eome-! 
ves after did the ſame ; but not till he had firſt” 
tried the utmoſt malevolence of fortune. All: 
the inconvenences inthe world are not conſide-: 
rable enough that a man ſhould die to evade} 
them, and beſides, there being ſo many, ſo ſud- 
dain, and unexpeQted changes in humane things, - 


—_ I 


of our hope. 


it is hard, rightly to judg when we are at the end 


Sperat & in ſeva.viftus gladiator arena, 
S1t licet tnfeſto pellice turba minax. 
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The fencer conquer'd in the liſts hopes on, ' 
"Though the Spedtators point that he is gon. 


All things ( fays the old Adage) are to be 
hop'd for by a man whilſt he lives: ay but replies 


Seneca , why ſhould this rather be always run- 


ning in a mans head, that Fortune can do all 
things for the living man, than this, that For- 
tune has no power over him that knows how to 


— 


»4 


dye? Foſephus when engagd in fo near and 7:ſep. 4n- 


apparent danger, a whole People being violently #9: Fe** 


bent againſt him, that there was. no viſible* 737 


means 'of eſcape, nevertheleſſe, being, as him- 


ſelf fays, in this extreamity counſell'd by Simor 


one of his faithful Guards to diſpatch ' himſelf, 


© 


it was well forhim, that he yer maintain'd him- [3 


ſelfin ſome hope, for fortune diverted the acci- 


dent beyond all humane. expeQation ; ſo that 
he faw.himſelf deliver'd without any manner of 


inconvenience. Whereas Brutus and Caſfus, on 


the contrary, threw away the remains of the 
Roman liberty, of which.they were the ſole Pro- 
teQors,by the precipitation and temerity where- 
with | they kilPd themſelves before the due 


time, and a juſt occaſion. Monfieur d' Anguien, at Moelue | 
the Battel of Ceri/o/les, twice attempted to run Comment. 2 


himſelf through , pe rs. of the fortune of 
the day, which went indeed very untowardly 
on that ſide of the Feild where he was engag'd, 
and by that precipitation was very near depri- 
ving himſelf of the joy and honor of ſo brave a 
Victory. I have ſeen a hundred Hares eſcape 


WW 


out 


*y 


42 ' Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book [I 
; out. of the very. teeth of the Grey-hound 
SenEp.12. Aliquis carnifici ſuo ſuperſtes fuit. Some hay 
4 ſurviy'd their Executioners. : 


Multa dies, variuſque labor murabilis evi 
Rettulit in melius, multos alterna reviſens 


Lufit, © in ſolido rurſus fortuna hocavit. 


Much time and labour often does rraſli 
Lite's mutability t'a better Tate, 

Now Tortune turn! ſhews a reverſe face, © 
And then again in ſolid joy does place. 


Pliny fays, there are three ſorts of diſcafes, a 
[ebay ary Thich amen has good title to de 
ſtroy himſelf; the worſt 'of which 1s the ſton 
inthe bladder, when the urine is ſuppreſt.” $4 
mera lays, thoſe only, which for a long time dil 
}compo e. the functions of the Squl ; And ſon 
there have been, who to avoid a 'worle, have 
.choſen one to their own liking. Democritus, G6 
neral of the Ztolians, being brought polonrg 
owes, found means to make his eſcape by ni 

but cloſe purſi'd by his: keepers, rather that 
ſuffer himſelf to be retaken, he fell upon his own 
ſword, and died. Antinous and Theodatus thelt 
City of Epirus being redu& by the Romans ti 
the laſt extremity, ', gave the People counſd 
generally to kill themſelves; but the advice dl 
giving themſelyes up to the armes of the Enem) 
Tony ing & they went to ſeek the death the 

ſhing furiouſly upon the Enemy, witl 


ja intention to ſtmike home, but not to defend 
blow 


$3.34 | 
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blow. | The Iſle Goſa forc't ſome years ago by » 3585) 
the; Zarks, a Siczlian, who had two 'beautiful 1 


: dengiters marriagadl e,. kilkd them both with 
eatucd, their mother running in to 
fave them, toboot, Which having done, fallying 
out of the Houſe with'a cros-bow.and a harque- 
bars, wil thojerwo boots heKiled two of TX 
firſt 7Turks neareſt to his door, and drawing hi 
ſword chargd furiouſly in amongſt the reſt, 
where he was ſuddainly enclogd, and cut to 
peices. | By that means delivering his family, and 
- himſelf from ſlavery, and diſhonor. The Fewi/h 
-women after having circumciz'd their Children, 
' threw themſelves down a Precipice to avoid the 
cruelty of Antigonus. I have been told of a 
rifoner of {rica in one of our priſons, that: 
Na ends being informed he would certainly be 
condemn'd, to avoid the ignominy of ſuch a 
death, ſuborn'd a Preiſt to tell him, that the 
only means of his deliverance was, to recom- 
mend himſelf to ſuch a Saint, under ſuch and 
Aych vowes, and faſt eight days togeather, with- 
- Put taking any manner of nouriſhment what 
. ever, what weakeneſs or faintneſs ſo ever he 
might find in himſelf during the time, he fol- 
low'd their advice, and by that means deſtroid 
_ himſelf before he was aware, not dreaming of 
death,or any danger in the Experiment. Scr:- 
bonia adviſing her Nephew Libo to kill himſelf, 
rather than to attend the ſtroke of Juſtice, told 
him, that it was properly ito do others Peoples 
buſineſs to preſerve his life, to put it after into 
the hands of thoſe who, within three or _ 
ys 
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vu e*-- that it was to ſerve his Enemies to keep | 
3 'blood to gratifie their malice. We' read- in-th 
' Macch«.1;:Bible that Njcanor the perſecutor of the Law 
|, +£4.14-God, having ſent his Souldiers to ſeize pon th 
E good old man Razzs, firnam'd in honor of his vet 
tue the Father of the Fews : the good | mai 

ſeeing no other remedy, his Gates burnt down 

and the Enemies ready to ſeize him, chooſinj 

rather to dye generouſly, than to fall into thy 

hands ofhis wicked adverſaries, and'fuffer hin 

felf to'be cruelly butcher'd by them, contrary 

- tothe honor of his ranck and quality;he ſtabb'q 

himſelf with his own ſword, but the blow for 

haſt not having beer given home, he rati ang 

threw himſelf from the top of a wall headlong 

among them, who ſeparating themſelves, and 


making room, he pitcht dire&tly upon his head; 
Notwithſtanding which, feeling yet in himſelf 
ſome remains of life, he renu'd his courage, andy 
ſtarting up upon his feet all bloody,and wounde 


as he was, and: making his way through the; 
Crowd, through one of his wounds drew out? 
his bowells, which tearing and pulling to pieces? 
with both his hands, he threw amongſt his pur-' 
ſuexs, all the while atteſting, and invoking the: 
Divine vengeance upon them, for their cruelty! 
and injuſtice. AY 
Of violences - offer'd to the conſcience, that: 
apainſt the chaſtity of woman,is,in my opinion, 
moſt to -be evaded, for as much as there's a 
certain pleaſure' naturally mixt with it, and for ! 
that reaſon the diſſent cannot therein be ſuffi 
ME UUEE ns TER ciently 
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Lucius Arruntius 
kill'd himſelf, to fly, he ſaid, both the future 


and 


» 
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r{t favour Cyrus ſhew 


Queen 7omyris, being a Priſoner of - War 


Cyrus, made uſe of the 


him” in commanding him to. be unbound, 4 
hded to no- other hy 


kill himſelf, having pret | 
 nefit of liberty,but only to be teveng'd of hirhif 
for the diſgrace of being, takeri. Bogez Gove 
nor in Eon for King Xerxes, being  beſeige 
by the Athenian Arms 'under the conduct 'q 
Cimon, refuſed the. conditiotis offered, that | 
might ſafe return into 4/4 with all his wealth 
impatient to ſurvive the loſs of a place his Matt 
had given him to keep; wherefore having 
 fended the City to the laſt extremity, .rtothin 
being left to eat; he firſt threw all:. the Gol 
and what ever elſe the Enemy could make boot 
of, into the River S:rymor,; and after cauſing 1 
great pile to be ſet on fire, and the throats ( 
all the Women, Children, Concubines-and Set 
vants to be cut, he threw their Bodies: into ti 
fire, and at laſt leapt into it himſelf. Ninach 
ten an ludian Lord, fo ſoon as he heard tl 
firſt whiſper of the Portugal Y ice-Roy's deter 
nation, to diſpoſſeſs him, without any app 
rent cauſe, of the Command in Malaca, to tran 
fer it to the. King of Campar, he took - rel 
| arg 
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Jution with himſelf. He caugd a ſcaffold more 
Jong than broad to be eretted, ſupported by 
Columns, royally adorn'd with tapeſtry, and 
firewd with flowers, and abundance of perfumes. 
All which being thus prepar'd, ina Robe of cloth 
of Gold, ſet full of Jewels of great value, he. 
came out into the ſtreet, and mounted the 
Steps to the Scaffold, at one corner of which he 
had a pile lighted of Aromatick wood. Every 
body ran to the novelty, to fee to what end 
theſe unuſual preparations were made. When 
Ninachetuen with a manly , but diſcontented, 
countenance, began to remonſtrate how much 
he'had oblig'd the Portugueſe Nation, and with 


M how unſpotted fidelity he had carried himſelf in 


' his Charge; that having ſo often with his 
ſword in his hand manifeſted in the behalf of 
others, that honor was much more dear to him 
than life, he was not to abandon the concern of 
it for himſelf: that Fortune denying him all 
means" of oppoſing the affront was deſign'd to 
te put upon him, his courage at leaſt enjoyn'd 
him to free himſelf from the ſence of it, and not 
fo ſerve for a fable to the People, nor for a try- 
umph to Men leſs deſerving than himſelf; which 
having ſaid; he leapt intothe Fire. Sextilia the 
wife of Scaurus, and Praxea the wife of Labeo, 
toencourage their husbands to evade the dan- 
 gersthat preſt upon them, wherein they had no 
" other ſhare, than meer conjugal affetiori, voe 
* Juntarily expos'd their own lives to ſerve them 
in this extream neceſſity for company and exam- 
ple. What they did for their husbands; Coccezus 
| Nerva 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book. Il 
Nerva did for his Country , with lefs utility, 
though withequal affeQtion. This great Law yer, 
flouriſhing in health, riches, reputation and fa. 
vour with the Emperor, had no other cauſe 


, to kill himſelf, but the fole compaſſion of the 


miſerable Eſtate of the Roman Republick. No. 
thing can Be added to the nicety of the death 


.of the wife of Fulvivs, a familiar favourite of 


—E————_ rang 


; agar Auguſtus having diſcover'd, that he 


vented an important ſecret he had intruſted 


EE er a 


him withal; one morning that he came to make 


his Court, receiv'd him very coldly, and lookt 


frowningly upon him. He returns home full.of 
deſpaire, where: he ſorrowfully told” his wife, 
that being falFn into this misfortune, he was re- 
ſolv'd to kill himſelf : To which ſhe roundly 
replied, *tis but reaſon you ſhould, ſeeing that 
having ſo often experimented the incontinency 
of: my tongue, you could not learn, nor take 
warning: but let me kill my ſelf firſt, and with-1 
out any more diſpute ran herſelf through the 


Body with a Sword. YVibius Virius deſpayring@ : 


of the ſafty of his City, beſeig'd by the Romans, 


.and of their mercy : in the laſt deliberation of 


his Cities Senat, after many Remonſtrances' con- 


ducing to that end, concluded,that the moſt No- WM: 
| ble means to eſcape Fortune, was by their. own 


hands : telling them that the Enemy would have 
them in honor, and Hannibal would be ſfen- 


\ ſible how many faithful triends he had aban-W 
_ doned ; inviting thoſe who approv'd 'of his 
| advice, to go take agood ſupper he had ready 


at home, where after they had eaten well, they 
| would| 


- 
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would drink togeather of what he had prepard, 
a beverage, ſaid he, that will deliver our Bodies 
from torments, our Souls from injury, and our 
Eyes and Ears from the ſence of ſo many hatcful 
iſchiefs, as the Conquer'd are to ſuffer from 
cruel and implacable Conquerours. I have, 
aid he, taken order for fit perſons to throw our 
Zodies into a funeral pile before my door, fo 
ſoon as we are dead. Enow approv*'d this high 
reſolution, few imitated it, ſeaven and twenty 
Senators follow'd him, who after having trrd 
to drown the thought of this fatal determina- 
tion in Wine, ended the feaſt with the mortal 
eſs; and embracing one another, after they 
had jointly deplor'd the misfortune of their 
ountry, ſome retird home to their own hou- 
es, others ſtaid to be burnt with 7425 in his 
uneral Pyre; and were all of them ſo long 
2 dying, the vapour of the Wine having prepot- 
eſt the Veines, and by that means deterring 
he eftet of the Poiſon, that ſome of them 
vere within an hour of ſeeing the Enemy 
Within the walls of Capua, which was taken 
he next morning, and of undergoing the 
niſeries, they had ar ſo dear a rate endea- 
our'd to evade. Tavrea Fubellius another Ci- 
zen of the fame Country, the Conſul Fz/cirs 
m—_ from the ſhameful butcherie he had 
nade of two hundred twenty five Senators, 
alrd him back feircely by his name, and having 
nade him ſtop,give the word, ſaid he, that forme 
body may diſpatch me after the Maſtacre of ſo 
any others, that thou maift boaſt, tro have 
E, kiltd 
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Seigneur de Montaiga's Eſſays. Book I 
killed a much more valiant Man than thyſelf 
Fulvius disdaining him, as a man out of h 
wits :.as alfo having received Letters from Rom 
contrary to the inhumanity of this Execution, 
which tied his hands ; F«bellzus proceeded, ſing, 
that my Country being taken, my freinds dea 
and having with my own hands ſlaine my wik 
and children to reſcue them from deſolation 
this ruine, I am denrd to die the death of my 
fellow-Citizens, let us borrow from verty 
the vengeance of this hatedlife, and therewitt 
al drawing a ſhort ſword, he carried cor 
ceal'd about him, he ran it thorough his ow 
Boſome, falling down backward, and expiring 
at the Conſuls feet. Alexander laying Seig 
to a City of the 7rdies, thoſe within finding 
themſelves very hardly ſet, put on a vigorou 
reſolution to deprive him of the pleaſure 
his Victory, and accordingly burnt themſelve 
in general togeather with their City, in deſpity 
of his humanity. A new kind of Warre, when 


the Enemies ſought to fave them, and they ta.. 


loſe themſelves, doing, to mak= themſelve 
ſure of death, all that men do to ſecure they 
lives. A/tapa a City of Spain finding it ſe 
. weak in walls and defence to withftand th 
Romans , the Inhabitants made a heap of al 
their riches, and furniture in the publick plac 
and having rang'd upon this heap all the wc 
men and children, and piPd them round witi 
wood, and other combuſtible matter to tak 
ſudcain Fire, and left fifty of their young me 


for the Execution of that whereon they ha 
| reſo 
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Chap. 3: Sejgneur de Montaigws Eſſays. 
efolv'd : They made a deperate ſally, where 
for want of power, to overcome, they causd 
hemſelves to be every man flain.* 7 he fifty 
after having Maſlacred every living Soul 
hroughout the whole City, and put Fire to 
his Pile, threw themſelves laſtly into it, fi- 
iſhing their generous liberty, rather after an 
nſenfible, than after a forrowful and difgrace- 
ful manner, giving the Enemy to underſtand, 
that if fortune had been ſo pleasd, they had 
Was well the courage to ſnatch from them Vi- 
ory, as they had: to fruſtrate and render it 
dreadful, and even mortal to thoſe who allu- 


ed by the ſplendor of the GoJd melting in 


this flame having approcht it, a great number »- 


ere. there ſuffocated and burnt, being kept 
p from retiring by the crow'd that follow'd 
after. The Abideans,; being preſt by King 
Philip, put on the ſame refolution,; but being 
urbed ſo ſhort, they could not put it in et- 
ect, the King who abhor'd to fee the temera- 


"WFious precipitation of this Exccution ( the trea- 


-WWure and movables that they had variouſly con- 
Zxdemwd to Fire and water being firſt ſeized ) 
drawing off his Souldiers graunted them three 
days time to kill themſelves in, that they might 
$2do it with more order,and at greater eaſe: which 
Wpace they filkd with Blood and laughter, 
beyond the utmoſt exceſs of all hoſtil cruelty: 
800 that not ſo much as any one Soul was left 
"Falive, that had power to deſtroy it ſelf. There 


"Bare infinite examples of like Popular concluſions 


'Y which ſeem the more feirce; and cruel, by 
E E z how 
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52 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book. 
how much the effect is more univerſal, anf 
yet are really leſs, than when ſingly executed 
What arguments and perſuaſton cannot mak 
upon every individual man, they can do upe 
all, the ardour of Society ravithing particulay 
judgments. The condemn'd, who would lin 
to be executed, in the Reign of 7zberius, for 
feited their goods, and were denied the rite 
of Sepulture, thoſe who by killing themſelve 
did anticipate it, were enterred, and had libery 
to diſpoſe of their Eſtates by Will. 

But men ſometimes covet death out of hoy 
of a greater good. I deſire ( fays St. Pau! ) to h 
with Chriſt, and who ſhall rid me of the 

et >, bands? Cleombrotus - Ambraciota, having re: 
"| Plato's Phade, entred into ſo great a deſire ( 
the life to come, that without any other oc 
f10n, he threw himſelf into the Sea. By whic 
it appears, how improperly we call this volun 
tary diſſolution, deſpair, to which the eagei 
neſs of hope does often encline us, and ofte 
a calme and temperate deſire proceeding fro 
a mature and conſiderate judgment. Facque 
du Caſtel Biſhop of Soiſſons, in St, Lewss his f0 
reign expedition, ſeing rhe Kivg and whol 
Army upon the point of returning into Fran 
leaving the aftairs of Religion imperfect, tod 
a reſolution rather to go into Paradife, where 
tore having taken ſolemn lcave of his freind 
he charg'd alone in the fight of every 0 
into the Enemics Army, where he was prof 
{ently cut to peices. In a cerrain Kingdom « 
the new diſcoverd World, upon a day - { 
Ci 
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"WW hap. 3. Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 
mn Proceſſion, when the Idol they adore is 
Hawn about in publick upon a Chariot of won- 
Werful greatneſs ; beſides that ſeveral are then 
cn, cutting of cantells of their quick fleſh to 
offer to him, there are a number 'of others 
who proſtrate themſelves upon the place, cau- 
ing themſelves to be' cruſht and broke to peices 
with the weighty wheels to obtain the vene- 
ation of SanGity after their death, which 
s accordingly pay?d them. The death of the 
orenamed Biſhop with his ſword 4n his hand 
as more of generoſity in it, and lefs of feel- 
g, the ardour of Combat taking away part 
ff the later. There are ſome Governments, 
yho have taken upon them to regulate the 
uſtice and opportunity of voluntary death 
o.much, as in former times, there was kept 
n our City of Marſeilles a Poyſon prepared 
but of Hemlock at the publick charge, for 
hoſe who had a mind to haſten their end, 
Waving firſt before the ſix hundred, which 
vere their Senat, given account of the. reaſons 
ind motives of their deſign, and it was not 
dtherwiſe Lawful, than by leave from the 
apiſtrate, and upon juſt occaſion to do vio- 
ence to themſelves. The fame Law was alſo 
In uſe in other places. Sextus Pompeius in his 
xpedition into 4/ia toucht at the Ifſe of Ce: 
n Negropont : it accidentally hapned whilſt he 
as there, ( as we have it from one that was 
ith him) that a woman of great quality, 
having given. an account to -her Citizens why 
Wine was refoly'd to put an end to her lite, 
| 'Y INVt- 
| 
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$cigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book] 
invited Pompeius to her death, to render it th 
more honorable : an invitation that he vnwl 
lingly accepted : but having long tried in va 
by the power of his eloquence ( which w 
very great ) and diſiwaſion to divert her frq 
that deſign, he acquieſe't in theend in her ow 
will. She had paſt the age of fourſcore ar 
ten in a very happy Eſtate both of Body a 
mind, but being then laid upon her bed, bett 
dreſt than ordinary, and leaning upon he 
Elbow, the Gods, faid ſhe, O Sextus Pompeiu 
and rather thoſe I leave, than thoſe I go to ſed 
reward thee, for that thou haſt not diſdain'dt 
be both the Counſellor of my life, and tl 
Witneſs of my death. For my part, havi 
always try'd the ſmiles of fortune, for fe 
leſt the deſire of living too long may mil 
me ſee a contrary face, I am going by a ha 
py end to diſmiſs the remains of my Sou 
leaving behind two daughters of my Bot 
and a Legion of Nephewes : which having la 
with ſome exhortations to her family to lj 
in peace, ſhe divided amongſt them her Good 
and recommending her .domeſtick Gods 
her eldeſt daughter, ſhe boldly took the Bai 
that contain'd the Poiſon, and having. ma 
her vowes and prayers'-to Mercury, to c0 
duct her to ſome happy abode in the oth 
World, ſhe roundly ſwallow'd the mortal I 
tion, which having don, ſhe entertained t 
company with the progreſs of its operatic 
and how the cold by degrees ſeized the fe 
ral. parts of her body one alter another, | 


havl 
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1 having in the end told them it began to ſeize 
upon her heart and bowels, ſhe call'd her 
daughters to do their laſt Office and cloſe her 
Eyes. Pliny tells us of a certain Hyperborean Na- 
t7on, where by reaſon of. the ſweet tempera- 
fare of the -Atre, Lives did rarely end but by 
the voluntary ſurrender of the Inhabitants, but 
that being weary of, and fotted with living, 
they had {Sor Bn a very old ape, after 
having made good-cheer, to precipitate them- 
Gree into the Sea from de of a certain 
rock, deſtin'd for that ſervice. Paine and the 
fear of a worſe death ſeem to me the moſt 
excuſable incitements. 


P—=—=_ 


CHAP. IV. 


To morrow's a new Day. 


Give, and I think with good reaſon, the 

4 Palm to Facques Amios of all our French 
Writers, not only for the propriety and purity 
| of his language, wherein hegexcells all ofhers, 
nor for his conſtancy in going thorough ſo 
long a work, nor for the depth of his know- 
ledge, having been able ſo ſucceſsfully to 
ſmooth and unravel fo knotty and intricate 
an Author ( for let People tell me. what they 
will, I underſtand nothing of Gree+ , but 1 
meet with ſence ſo: well united and maintai- 
ned throughout his whole Tranſlation , that 
certainly he either knew the true 'tancy of 
the Author, or having, by being long coaver- 
fant with him, imprinted a lively and genera! !- 
E 4 C3 


'S 6 \ \ 4 
"The #vility dea of that of Plutarch in his Soul, he hasde- 


- of the 
Frenc:) 


' Plutarch. Or contradidts him ) but above all, I am the: 


livered us nothing, that either derogates from, 


moſt taken with him, for having made fo 
G;ſcreet a choiſe of a Book ſo worthy, and of 
io great utility wherewith ro preſent his Coun- 
try. We dunces had been loſt, had not this 
Book raifed 'us out of the dirt, by this favour 
of his we dare now ſpeak. and write, the La- 
dies are able to read to Schoolmaſters, tis our 
Breviary. If this good Man be yet living, I 
would recommend to him Xenophon, to do as 
much by that. *Tis a much more eaſy task 
rhan the other, and conſequently more proper 
for his age. And beſides, I know not how, 
methinks, though he does briskly, and clear. 
ly enough trip over ſteps another would 
have ſtumbled at, that nevertheleſs his ſtyle 
feemes to be more his own, where he does 


'not enccunter thoſe difiicultiesand rowles away 


” 12 ofg At his own eaſe. I was juſt now reading this} 


{lage, where Pluiarch fays of Iumſelt, that 


pa £2 Ol 
Fuſlicus being preſent at a Declamation of his 


at Rome, he there receiv'd a Packet, from the! 
Emperor, and dcferr'd to open it till all was) 
don: for which, ſays he, all the companyl 


highly applauded the gravity of this perſon. 
'T1s_trus, that being upon the diſcourſe of 
that curioſity, and that eager paſſion for news, 
whiciz makes us with ſo much indifcretion 
and impatience, leave all to entertain a new 
commer and without any manner of reſpect, 
£r civility teare open on a ſuddain, in what 
company 
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Chap. 4 Se/gneur de Montaigrs Eſſays. 
company ſoever, the Letters are delivered to 
us, he had reaſon_to applaud the gravity of 


e W Ryſticus upon 'this occaſion, and might moreo- 
0M ver have added to it the fanny ti re of his 


f WF civility and courteſy, that would not inter- 
-W rupt the current of his Declamation. But I 
5s W doubt, whether any one. can commend his 
rW prudence; for receiving unexpected Letters, 
- © and <lpecilly - from .an. Emperor, it might 
ri have faln out, that the deferring to read | 
1 them might have been of great prejudice. The Negrigence - 
$ 

( 


which I naturally incline, and wherein T have rioſiy. Ci: 


ſeen Tome Men fo extream, that one might 
have found the Letters had been ſent them 
three or four days before, ſtill ſealtd up in 
18 their pockets. I never open any Letters di- 6 
WW rected to another, not only thoſe entruſted 
KW with me, but even ſuch as fortune has guided 
7 
| 
| 


vice oppoſite ' to curioſity 1s nepngence, to the oppoſite - 


to my hand; and am very angry with my 
ſelf, if my Eyes unawares ſteal air; contents 
of Letters of importance he is reading, when 
I ſtand near a great Man. Never was Man 
M leſs inquiſitive, or leſs prying into other mens IF 
7 affairs, than I. In our Fathers days, Monfreur x VE vA 
1 - ere had like to have ou Turin, tor | 

ving, being engag'd in good company at 
Re” deforrid .. x od Aer | 
ſent him of the Treaſon was plotted againſt.g* a» 
that City, where he commanded. And this x) 
very Plutarch has given me to underſtand, that 
Julius Ceſar had preſerved himſelf, if going to 
the Senate the day he was aſleſlinared by the 
Conſpi- 


"7 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book, 
Confpirators, he had read a Ticket, was preſen. 
x) ted to him by the way. He tells alſo the 
Story of Archias the "Tyrant of - Thebes, that 
the night before the execution of the deſign] 
Pelopidas had plotted to Kill him, to reſtore 
his Country to liberty, he had an account 
ſent him in writing by another Archias an 
Atheniay of the whole conſpiracy, and that 
this packet having been deliver'd to him whike 
he fate at ſupper, he deterr'd the opening of 
© it, faying, which afterward turn'd to a Pro. 
, verb in Greece, To morrow is a new day. A Wil 
man may, I confeſs, out of reſpect to-another, 
as not to diſturb the Company, as R/ticus-did, 
or not to break off another affair of impor. 
tance in hand, defer to read, or hear any 
» new thing that is brought him ; but for his 
own intereſt, or particular pleaſure, eſpecially 
if he be a publick Miniſter, that he will not 
interrupt his dinner, or break his ſleep, he is 
inexcuſable. And there was anciently at Rome, i 
the Conſular place, as they ecalled it, which 
was the moſt honorable at the 'Table, for 
being a place of moſt liberty, and of more 
convenient acceſs to thoſe who came in to! 
take with the perſon ſeated there. By which 


\ | very hard in human aQtions, to give ſo ex; 
” | aRule upon, the beſt grounds, that fortune will 
not have a hand in them, and maintam .her 


own right. | 
| CHAP, 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Conſcience. 


HE Szeur de 1a Broufſe my Brother, and 
I, travelling one day togeather during 
the time of our Civil Wars, met a Gentle- 
man of good faſhion, he was of the contrary 
party, though I did not know ſo much, for 
he pretended otherwiſe: and the miſchief ont. 


is, that in this ſort of War, the Cards are fo + 


ſhuffiled, an Enemy not being diſtinguiſht from 
a friend, by any apparent marke either of lan- 
guage or habit, nouriſht under the ſame Laws, 
air and manners, that it is very hard toavoid 
diſorder and confuſion. This made me afraid 
my ſelf of meeting any of our Troops in a 


Place where I was not known, that I might 


not be in fear to tell my name, and perad- 
venture of ſomthing worſe. As it had befalln 
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me before, where, by ſuch a miſtake, I loſt _ 


both men and horſes, and amongſt others an 


' Italian Gentleman my Page, that: I bred with 


the greateſt care and affection, miſerably. ſlain,,.; . . 


in whom a promiſing youth and of great ex=. * 


pectation was unfortunately extinguiſht. But 


the Gentleman, my Brother and I met, had fo 
ſtrange a fear upon him, at the meeting with 
any horſe, or paſſing by any of the Towns 


that held for the King, that I at laſt diſco- 
verd them to be alarms of Conſcience, and” 


the poor man ſeem'd to þe in ſuch a condi- 
| tion, 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IL.” 
tion; &$ if thorough his viſor, and the croſſes 
upon his Caſſock, one might have penetrated 
into his boſome, and read the moſt ſecret in- 
FT” <T tentions of his heart. So wonderful is the' | 


—_— — 


_—_ © Occultum quatiens animo tortore flagelum. 


S) Conſcience the tortwrer of the Soul, unſeen 
Does feircely brandiſh a ſharp ſcourge within. 


| a) This Story is in every childs mouth, Beſſis 
4 the"Pzonian, being reproch't with 1ll nature 
| for pulling down a neſt of young ſparrowes, 
and killing them, - replied, that he had reaſon 
ſo to do, ſeeing, that thoſe little birds never | 
ceaſt falſly to accuſe him of the murther of 
his. Father. This Parricide had till then been 
4B conceal'd and "unknown, but the revenging 
*; Ffurie of Conſcience cauſed 'it to be diſcover'd 
by him himfelf, who was juſtly to ſuffer for 
. &rePa)it. Hefrod corrects the ſaying of Plato, That 
puniſhment cloſely. follows fin, it being, as he ſays, | 
born at the fame time with it. Whoever ex- j 
pets puniſhment, already ſufters it, and who- 
ever has deſerv'd it, expe&ts it. Wickedneſs 
contrives torments againſt it ſelf Matum con- 
4 2) filium conſultori peſſmum. Ill deſigns are worſt 
Eraſm. / to the contriver. As the waſp itings and of- 
>"  . fends another, but moſt of all it ſelf; = it 
| rnere 
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there loſes the ſting, and the uſe of it for 
ws.”  -: 


———itaſque in valnere ponunt. q 
4, Ges. , 

. "EN Fi hi : # 
| And do their own lives ſtake, * wh” 


In the ſmall wound they make. 


Cantharides have ſomewhere about them, « T T*(= 
by acontrarieff of nature, a_counterpoiſon 
againſt their poiſon. In like manner at the 
ſame time that men take delight in” vice, 
there ſprings in the Conſcience a diſpleaſure, 
that afflicts us ſleeping and waking with ſe- 
veral tormenting imaginations. 


Quippe ubi ſe multi per ſomnia ſape loquentes | ucrertih. | 
Aut morbo delirantes procreaſſe ferantur, 5. | 
Et celata diu in medium peccata dedifſe, 


_ The guilty hardly their own counſel keep, , x 
They either will by talking in their ſleep ; ) 
Or in a feaver raving, will reveale 


What they long had,and ſtill meant to conceal 


Apollodorus dreamt, that he faw himſelt 
flea d by the Scyrhians, and aſter boil'd in a 
Cauldron, and that his heart mutter'd theſe 
words, I am the cauſe of all theſe miſcheitfs 
have befabn thee. Fpicurus faid, that no hiding 
hole could conceal the wicked, fince they could 
never aſſure themſelves of being hid, whilſt their 
conſcience diſcover'd them to themfelives. 


Prima 
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Prima eſt hac ultio, quod ſe 


Fudice nemo nocens abſoluitur. 


E Sat. 13. 
i L&) ——'Tis the firſt puniſhment of fin, 
| That no Man does abſolve himſelf within, 


As Conſcience fills us with fear when ill, fo 
a good one gives us greater confidence and 
aſſurance; and I can truly fay, that I have 
gone thorough ſeveral hazards with a more 
ſteady pace, in conſideration of the ſecret know- 
ledg I had of my ownwill, and the innocency 
of my intentions. 


| Ovid: Faſt. Conſcia mens ut cuique ſua eſt, ita concipit intra 
bb. 1. Pettora pro fatto ſpemque metumque ſuo. 


g Te) As a Marrs Conſcience is, ſo hope within, 
Or tear prevailes, ſuiting to his deſign. 
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Of this are a thouſand examples; but it | 
ſw wal by enough to inſtance three of one, and 
' -@ - *the ſame perſon Scipzo, being -ohe day accu- # 

ſed before the People o Toe a ſome Crimes # 
of a very high nature, in ſtead of excuſing 
| himſelf , or inſinuating into the favour of his # 
| The confi- Judges, [t will become you wery well ( ſaid he.) | 


| Scipio, 7he power to judge all the World. Arid another 
_ x) time, all the anſwer he gave to ſeveral Impeach: | 
ments brought againſt him by a Tribune of | 
the People, in ſtead of making his Ceſcyce': _ 

- &f 
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Chap. 5. , Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
let us go, Citizens, ſaid he, let us go render 
thanks to the Gods for the Victory they gave 
over the Carthaginians as this day, and advan- 
cing himſelf betore towards the Temple , he - 
had preſently all the Aſſembly ard his very 
Accuſer himſelf following at his heeles. And Pe- 
tilius having been ſet on by Cato to demand an 
account of the money had paſt thro' his hands 
in the Province of Antioch, Scipio being come 
into the Senate to that purpoſe , == 2 
Book from under .his Robe, wherein he told 
them was an exa&t account of his receipts 
and disburſments ; but being required to deli- 
| ver it to the Pronotary to be examined and 
enrolled, he refuſed, faying, he would not do 
himſelf ſo great a diſgrace; and in the pre- 
ſence of the whole Senate tore the Book with 
his own hands to peices. I do not believe * 
that the moſt ſear'd Conſcience could have 
counterfeited ſo great an afſurance. He had 
naturally too high a ſpirit, and was accuſto- 
med to too high a fortune, ſays 7itus Lives, 
to know how to be criminal, and to diſpoſe | 
himſelf to the meanneſs of defending his inno- 


cency. This putting men to_the Rack is a x 2P T** | 


dangerous. invention, and ſeemes to be rather 
a tryal of patience than truth. Both he who 
has the fortitude to endure it, conceais the 
truth, and he who has not : for why ſhould 
paine ſooner make me to confeſle what really 
is, than force me to fay what is not? And on 
the contrary, if he who is not guilty of that 
whereof he 5 accuſed, has the courage to 

undergo, 
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ground of this invention proceeds from the 
conſideration of the force of Conſcience. For 
to the guilty it ſeemes to aſſiſt the Rack to 
make him conſefs his fault, and to ſhake his 
reſolution, and on the other ſide, that it for: 
tifies the innocent againſt the torture, But 
wheres all's don, *tis in plain truth a tryal full 
of incertainty and danger. What would not 
a man fay, what would not a man do tg 
avoid fo intolerable torments ? 


'  Etiam innocentes cogit mentiri dolor, 
[YT 


| Pain the moſt innocent will make to Iye. 


Whence it comes to paſs, that he whom 
the Judg has rackt,. that he may not dye jn- 
nocent, he makes him die both innocent and 
rackt. A thouſand and a thouſand have char- 
ged their own heads by falſe confeſſions, 
Amongſt which I place Philotas, confidering 
the circumſtances of the Tryal Alexander put 


him upon, and the progreſs of his torture. 


But fo it is ( fays one) that it is the leaſt 


evill humane weakneſs could invent ; very in-} 


humanely notwithſtanding, and to very littk 
purpoſe in my opinion. Many Nations leſs 


Barbarous in this, than the Greeks and Roways 
who call them ſo, repute it horrible and cruel, 
to torment and pull a man to peices for a 
{ike 0 | fauik 


Scigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. Book 
undergo thoſe torments, why ſhould not he 
who is guilty have the fame, fo fair a reward 

* as life being in his proſpect? I think the 
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Chap. 5. Seipnear de Montaign's Effays. 
fault of which they are yet in doubt. How r:) 
can he help your 1gnorance? Are not you 


unjalt, that, not to Kill him without cauſe, do 


worſe than kill him ? And that this 1s ſo, do 


but obſerve how mariy ways he had rather | 
die Without Reaſon, -— undergo this Exa- J 
mination, more painful rhan Execution it ſelf; | 
and that oft-times, by its extremity, prevents 


WW Exccution, and diſpatches him. I know not * 
[WW where I had this Story : but it exactly marches aq 
| 
) 


the Conſcience of our Juſtice - this particular. 4 
A Country woman, to a General of very ſevere x £9 2997 
Diſcipline, accuſed one of his Souldiers, that "y 
he had taken Irom her Children the little milke - 
the had left to nourih them withal, the Army 
having conſunrd all the reſt : but of this, Proof 
there was none. The General, after having =) 
caution'd the woman to take good heed to 
8 what ſhe faid, for that ſhe would make her- 
-&E ſelf guilty of a falſe Accuſation, if ſhe told a 
| Wlie; and ſhe perſiſting, he preſently cauſed 
{the Souldiers belly to be ript up, to clear 
Wthe truth of the fat, and. the Woman was 
; Wiound to be in the right. An inſtrudtive - 
; Wocntence; 
. 
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| as x at all, A man may by cuſtom tortifie himſell 
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Tſe makes Perfecineſs, 


NI.1> not to be expected, that Argument} 
and Inſftrution, though we never ſo vo-Þ| 
luntarily ſurrender our behef to what is read 
to us, ſhould be of force to lead us on fo 
far as to Action, 1if we do not over and above 
exerciſe and form the Soul by Experience to 
the courſe for which we deſign it : it will 
otherwiſe doubtleſs find it ſelf at a loſs, when 
it comes to the pinch of the bufineſs. Thus 
is the reaſon, why thoſe amongſt the Philoſo- 
phers, who were ambitious to attain to a greater 
excellence, were not contented to expect the 
ſeverities of fortune in their retirement, and 
repoſe of their own habitations, leſt ſhe thould 
have ſurprizid.- them raw and unexpert 1n the 
Combat ; but fallied out to mcet her, and pur: 
poſcly threw themſelves into the proot off 
difficulties. Some of which abandord Riche 
to exerciſe themſelves in a voluntar y proverty:| 
others have ſought out labour, and an auſterity} 

of lite, to inure them to hard-ihips and inconve-M 
niencies; others have deprived themſelves of ther 
deareſt members,asof their 1 ightand inftruments 
of Generation, leſt their too dcligh tfil and effe-i$# 
minate ſervice ſhould ſoften and debauch the 
ſtability of their Souls, But in dying, which 
1s The greateſt work we haveto do, Practice 
is out of aoors, and can give us no afliſtanceÞ 


a2ainſt paines, iname, neceſſity and ſuch like 
ace 
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Chap. 6. Sejgneur de Montaigrs Eſſays. 67 © 
accidents ; but, as todeath, we can experiment 
it but once, and are all Apprentices when we 


come to it. There have antiently been men =) 
ſo excellent managers of their time, that they 


have tried, even 1n death it ſelf, to reliſh and 
taſt it, and who have bent their utmoſt tacul- 
ties of mind to diſcover, what this paſſage is: L 
but they are none of them come back to tel] | 

| us the news. . | 
 Lucretdibk 
| Nemo expergitus extat, 3. 
| Frigida quem ſemel eſt wvitai pauſa ſegquuta. 


8 No one wasever known to wake, 
Whooncein deaths cold armsa nap did take. 


Canius Julius a noble Reman, of ſingular con- x Xd59,} 
ſtancy and vertue, having been condemmr'd to | 
die by that Beaſt Caligz/1, beſides many admi- 
rable teſtimonies that be gave ot his reſolu- 
tion, as he was juſt going to receive the ſtroke 
of the Executioner, was askt by a Pluloſoper, 
a freind of his; well Can7/zs, faid he, wherabout 
is your Soul now ? What is ſhe doing > What 
= are you thinking of ? I was thinkihg, reply'd 

2 the other, to keep my {elf ready and the fa- 
zz culties of my mind ſettled and fixt, to try if int 
*#Z this ſhort and quick inſtant of death, I could 
perceive the morion of the Soul when the parts 
from the body, and whether ſhe has any re- 
ſentment at the ſeparation, that I may after 
come again if I can, to acquaint my freinds 
with it. This man Philotophizes got unto 
death onely, but in death ſelf. What a flrange 
F. 2 aily- 


o 
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rage, to deſire his death {hould be a leſſon to 
him, and to have Filure tothink of other things 
in fo great an attair 2 


_ Fus hac animi marienti; habebat. 
= This mighty pow of mind he aying had. 
Luc. li. %. | | 
Y And yet I fancy, there is a certain way of 
_ making it _ if £0 Vs, and-in fome ſort of 
making tryal, tit is. We may gain expe- 
rience, it ave entire and perfe*?, yer ſuch at 
leaſt, as thall nor le tota wy uſeleis to us; and 
that may render vs more aſſur'd, If we can- 
not overtake if, We May A pproach 1t and view 
it, and if we do not advance {o far as to the 
| Fort, we may af leaſt aifcover it, and make 
| our ſelves pcriec& in the Avenues, It 1s not 
p2t7e: without rezfon that ws are tavght to conſider 


tleep as a_reſemblance of death. With how 
h Freat facility co we paſs from waking to 


ro: liceping, and with how little concern do 
Drege of we loſe the knowledgs of lighr, and of our- 
Death. {elves ! Peradyonture the faculty of ſleeping 


Is Le - 


would feein uſclk:is and cont! ary to nature , 
being It deprives vs of all ation and ſenſe 
were it _not that by it Nature inftrudts us, that 
ſhe has equally made us to die, as tg live, and 
trom life preſents us the Eternal Eſtate, ſhe re- 

ſerves for us alter it, fo accuſtom us to it, and 
*fo take from us rhe fear of it. Bur ſuch, as have 
by fome. violent accident fallen into a ſwoon, 
and in it Ive loft ail fenſe, theſe, methinks, 


nie, 
hay 2 


Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. Bookll, - 
aſſurance was this, and what bravery of cou-. 


Chap. 6, Seignear de Monta roi n's Effays. 


have been vcry near fceing r5y true and natu- 
ral face of death ; for as to th > moment of the 
paſſage, it is not to be feqy q # Ba it brings with 
it any pain, or diſpleaiure, "for 3& much as: we 
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rings require time, which in death is {o thort 
and 10 make ng s, that it muſt ncecilh riily be 
infenſible. They are ttc approaches that ww we 
are to fear, and thoic m: IF AL within th 


e I:mits 
of experience. Many chings feem greater by 
imagination, than they are in ect. 

paſt-a good part of my RE in a perfect and 
entire health ; I fay, not oniy entire; but more- 
over ſpritcly ard wanton. "This Ciiate, © full 
of verdure, Jallit 7 and vigour, M2 the con- 
ſideration ol Acknels fo formicalle to me, tat 
when I came to experiment it, { found the at- 
tacques faint, ana eaſy im compariſon of what 
I had apprenended. Ot rhis 1 have daily ex- 
perience ; If i am unuer toe ſhelter of a warm 
room, 1n a fiormy and tt 
wonder how Peop:e can i broad, and am 
3{ilicted lor thoſe who are out in the {3d ſt 


> an 


I am there my iclf, I do not wiſh to be anv 
where elf. This ene ws _ buirg aiways 
thut up in a' chamber I fancied infupportable : 
bur I was preſently in to te ſourprifoind a 


weelk, nay 2 month togearher, And have found 
that in the time of my health, I'd. d much mize 
latent the fick, than I thir 
amented when I am 1o, and t] i 
my im-g'nation echances near one half cf ite 
cllence and re ality of the thing. IF Hope tis 
t ; Win 
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when IT come to die ſhall find the ſame, and 


that I ſhall not find it worth 'the pains I take, 


ſo much preparation and ſo much alliſtance as 
I callin, to undergo the ſtroak. But we can- 
not give our ſelves too much advantage at all 
adventures. 

In the time of our third, or ſecond troubles, 
( I donot well remember which } going one day 
abroad to take the aire, about a league from 
my own houſe, which is ſeated in the very 
Center of all the buſtle and miſcheif of the late 
Civil wars of Frauce, thinking my ſelf 1n all 
ſecurity, and ſo near to my retreat that I ſtood 
in need of no better Equipage, I had taken a 
horſe that went very eaſy upon his pace, but 
w3s not very flrong. Being upon my return 
home, a ſuddain occaſion falling out ro make 
uſe of this horie, in a kind of ſervice that he was 


not acquainted with; one of my train, a luſty 


| 


Seigneur de Montaignes Eſſays. Book II, ' 
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proper fellow, mounted upon a ſtrong German WM 
horſe, that had a very ill mouth, but was other- þ 


wiſe vigorous and unfoild ; to play the Bravo 


and appezr a better man than his tcilowes, cor es | 


- thundring full ſpeed in the very track where I | 


n+ and of 


was, ruſhing like a Colofſizs upon the little man, 
and the little horſe, with ſuch a carreer ol i 


ſtrength and weight, that he turn'd us both | 


over and over, toply turvy with our heeles 


in the-aire: ſo that there lay the horſe over 
thrown and flun'd with the fall, and I ten or 
twelve paces from him ſtretcht out at length, 
with my {acc all batter'd and broken, my ſword 
Winch I had in my hand, above ten paces 
beyond 
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Chap. 6. Sejguenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 71 
beyond that, and my belt broke all to pieces, 
without motionor ſence any*more than a ſock, 
"Twas the only ſwoon I was ever in till this 
hour in my life. Thofe who were with me, 
after having uſed all the means they could to 
bring me to my fclt, coneluding me dead, tools 
me up in their arms, and carried m2 with very 
much difficulty home to my houſe ; which was 
about half a French league rom thence, Having 
been by the way and two Jong hours after, gt- 
ven over for a dead man, { kcgan to move and 
to fetch my breath; for ſo great abundance of 
blood was falhn into my Romack, that Nature 
had need to rouſe her forces to. diſcharge it. 
They then raiſed me upon my feet, where I 
threw off a great quantity of pure Florid blood, 
as I had alſo don ſeveral times by the way, 
which gave me ſo much caſe, that T began ro 
recover a little ite, but fo leiſurely and by fo 
ſmall advances, that my firſt fentiments were 
much neare the approaches of death than life, 


Perche dubbioſa anchor del ſuo ritorna By 
Non Sailecura attonita la mente, . YA 2 


Becauſe the Soul her manſion half had quit, 
And was not (ure [he was returwd to it. 


The remembrance of this accident, which is 
very well imprinted in my memory, ſo natu- 
rally repreſenting to me the Image and Idea of 
death, has in ſome fort reconcid me tc thatua- 
toward accident. When I firſt began ro «pen 

| F 4 my 
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E- 72 [Ceiomer 6 d Montaigne! D Bf ays.. Book. nd 
| my eyes after my trance, it was with ſo per. 
plex't, ſo weak and dead a ſight, that I could 
yet diſtinguiſh nothing and could only diſcern: 
the light. 


$ 


Toſs Come quel clvor apre, or chiude | 
* Caut.8, Gliocchi, mezzo tral ſonno ce Feiler deſto. ler 


As ; people i in the morning when they riſe, 
itvixt ſleep, and wake open aud ſhut their eyes, 


As to the fun&tions of the Soul, they advan- 
ced with the ſame pace and meaſure with thoſe 
of the Body. I ſaw my ſelf all bloody, my dou- 
blet being ſtain'd and ſpotted all over with the 
blood I had vomited ; and the firſt thought that 
came into my mind, was, that I had a Har- 
quebuze ſhot in my head: and indeed at the 
{ame time, there were a great many fir'd round 
about us. Methought, my: life but juſt hung | 
upon my lips; a+ [ thut my eyes, to help, | 
methought, to thruſt ic out ; and took a plea- 
ſure in languiſhing and letting my felt go. It | 
Was an imagination that only luperfict aily | 
floted upon my Soul, as tender and weak as MW te 
all the reſt, but really, not only exempt from | 
pzin, but mixt with that ſweetneſs and pleaſtire It fe 
thar People are ſenſible of, when they indulge WW kr 
themſelves ro drop | into a flumber. I beleive I th 
X) F it is the very fame. condition thoſe People are 
in, whom we ſee to ſwoon with 1 weaknefs, in 
the 2gonie of Gdcath, and am of opinion th: that 
Wwe lament 1 them witho! ut cauſe, ſuppoſing them 
ph . | agitated 
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hap. 6. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 73 
agitared with greivous dolours, or that their 
Souls ſuffer under painful thoughts. It has * 
yer been "my beleit, contrary to the opinion 

of many and particularly of Stephen Beetius, that 

thoſe whom we ſee ſo ſubdued and ſtupified at 

the approaches of their end, or depreſt with the 
length of the diſeaſe, or by accident of an Apo- 
plexie, or falling Sicknels, 


( Vi morbi ſzpe coaltus Lucrethib, 
Ante oculos aliquis noſtros ut fulminis iu 3- 
C oncidit, © ſpamas agitjngemit, & fremit artus, 
Dejipit, extentat nervos, torquetur, anbelat, 
Inconſtanter et in jattando membra fatigat. ) 


By the diſeaſe compelPd fo we fee ſome, 

As they were thunder-ſtruk, fall, groan and 
foam 

Tremble, ſtretch, writh, breath ſhort, until 
at lengrh. 

In various {truglings they tire out their 
ſtrength. ) ; 


Or hurt in the head, whom we hear to mut- 
ter and by fits to utter greivous groanes, though 
| we gather from thence fome ſign by which it 
& ſeems as if they had ſome remains of ſenſe and 
{ knowledge, I have always believ'd, I ſay, both 
the Body and the Soul benumn'd, and alleep, 


Tie” 


Vivit & eſt vite neſcius ipſe ſu. ' Ouid Tut. | 
liv.t. Eleg. \ | 


\ 


CRIES 2 KD A. 
Th een oe PT RN.” x. 
EY RES ogy Is 2 RIC ome > 


FIED 49 4s 


s Br Dare” We 3 OS <KoRg £EOS __— bes Ea? i rt , 3 Po 
LP C36 oy ” .. 6 : < 1 7 F 
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He lives, but does not know, 
That he does fo. 


And could not beleive that in fo great a ſtu. 
pefaction ofthe members and {o great a defetionf 
of the ſenſes, the Soul could maintain any fore 
within, to tike- cognizance of herſelf or look 
into her own condition, and that therefore they 
had no tormenting reliexions, to make themW! 

' conſider and be ſenſible of the miſery of ther 
E condition, and conſequently were not much ty 
96 P58 x be lamented. I can for my part think of ng 
* eſtate ſo inſupportable and dreadful, as to have 
the Soul Ted nd afflicted without means 
to declare it ſelf : as one ſhould ſay of ſuch who 
are ſent to Execution, with their tongues firll 
cut” out; were it not that inthis kind of dying, 
the moſt ſilent ſeems to me the moſt graceful, 
if accompanied with a grave and conſtant coun- 
tenance ; or of thoſe miſerable Prifoners, who 
fall into the hands of the baſe bloody Souldiers| 
of this Age, by whom they are tormented with} 
all forts of inhumane uſage, to compel them to 
ſome exceſſive and impoilible ranſo | 


m ; kept in 


the mean time in ſuch condition and place, $ 
where they have no means of expreſling, orf 

ignifying their mind and miſery, to ſuch as 
* they may expect ſhould releive them. The 
Poets have teigrd ſome Gods, who favour the 
deliverance of ſuch as ſuffer under a languiſhing 
death. 
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I by command offcr to Plato this, 
And from that body do the Soul diſmiſs. 


Both the interrupted words, and the ſhort and 
irregular anſwers one gets from them ſomtimes, 
by bawling and keeping a clutter about them}; 
or the motions which ieem to yeild ſome con- 
ſent to what we wouid have them do, are no 
teſtimony nevertheleſs that they live an entire 
life at leaſt. So it happens that in the yawning 
of ſleep, before it has fully poſlelt us to perceive, 
as ina dream, what 1s don about us, and to fol- 
low the laſt things are ſaid with a perplex't and 
uncertain hearing, which ſeem but to touch 
upon the borders ofthe Soul ; and make anſwers 
to the laſt words have been ſpoken to us, which 
have more in them of fortune than ſenſe. Now 
ſeing I have eftectually tricd it, I make no doubt 
but I have hitherto made a right judgment. For 
firſt, being in a ſwoon, I labourd with both 


& hands to rip open the buttons of my double, for 
| I was without arms) and yet I felt nothing in my 


imagination that hurt me; for we have many 
motions 1n us, that do not proceed from our 
diretion. | | 


Semanimeſque micant digiti, ferrumque tee 1p 11, 20; 


tratlant, 


And 
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— FTunc ego Diti FEneid. 
Sacrum juſſa fero, teque iſto corpore ſolvo. lib. 4. 


©" {an £ " » Se Y 
by CORE P99 bs 3*gvx - cod i 2h at ER £0» 
© 29; PALS "» FTE, 


_ > 8 - ar BE 2 
rae RET 2.1 hed Sg ob ERS 
4 LENS Co ta in 
? + ” a3. 4 : F I 


%  S- is »; 


76 Seigneur de Montaignes Eſſays. Book If 


| 5 
And half-dead fingers grope about and feel, 
To graſp again the late abandor'd ſteel. | 


So falling People extend their arms before 
them by a natural impulſe, which prompts them 
to offices and motions, without any Commillior 
trom us, 


Falciferos memorant currus abſciudere membra, 

Tt tremere in terra videatur ab artubus, id quad 

Decidit abſciſſum, cum mens tamen atque homin| 
Vis 

Mobilitate mali non quit ſeatire dolorem. 


How limbs ſyth-bearing Chariots lopt, they] 
, tell * | 
Would move and tremble on the groung| 
they fell, : 
When he himſelf, from whom the limb ws# 
ta'ne, oj 
Could by the ſwiftne's feel no kind of pain. 
My ſtomack was ſo-oppreſt with the coagy ! 
lated blood, that my hands moy'd to that part, 
of their own voluntary motion , as they ire-F 
quently do to the part that itches, without W 
being dire&ed by our Will. - There are ſeveral 
Animals and even Men, in whom one may Per- 
ceive the muſcles to ſtir and tremble aiter 
they are dead. Every oneexperimentally knows, 
that there are ſome members, which grow tif 
and flag without his leave. Now we 2 
| \Cl% 
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"ons which only touch the outward Bark of us, 


5s 2 man may ſay, cannot be faid to be ours: to 


em 
[ior 


fu I 
art, 
16 Þ 
out F 
ral 
Er 
ter 
WS, 
hft 
"Ale 
ons 


nake them ſo, there muſt be a concurrence of 
he whole man and the pains, which are felt by 
he hand or the foot while we are ſleeping, are 
one of ours. AsI drew near my own houſe, 
where the Alarm of my fall was already got 
xefore me, and that my family were come out 
o meet me, with the hubbub uſual in ſuch caſes; 
did not only make ſome little anſwer to ſome 
nueſtions were askt me, but they moreover tell 
e, that I had ſo much ſenſe, as to order that 
horſe I ſaw trip and faulter in the way, which 
5s mountainous and uneaſy, ſhould be given to 

y wife. This conſideration ſhould ſeem to 
roceed from a Soul, that retained its funions; 
hut it was nothing ſo with me. I knew 'not 


yhat I ſaid or did, and they were nothing but 
le thoughts in the clouds, that were ſtird 
Dp by the ſenſes of the eyes and eares, and pro- 
Wccded not from me. I knew not for all thar, 
@r whence I came, or -whither I went, neither 
F-25 I capable to weigh and conſider what was 
AÞid to me: theſe were light cftectts, thar the 


enſes product of themielves, as of cuſtom, 
hat the Soul contrivuted was in a dream, as 
cing hghely touchr, lick't and bedew?d by the 
pit 1mpreſſion of the ſenſes. Notwithſtanding, 
y condition was in truth very ealy and quicr, 
had no afflictions vpon me, either for others 
r my ſelf. It was an extrezm drooping and 
veekneſs without any manner of pain. I faw 
y own houſe, but knew it not, When they 

had 

—_ 


Ov1d. 
Triſt. lib.t. 
Eleg. 3. 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book] 
had put me to bed; I found an inexprefſi 
ſweetneſs in that repoſe; for I had been damn; 
bly tuge'd and luggd by thoſe poor People, wh 
had taken the pains to carry me upon the 
Arms a very great and a very 1ll way, and had 
fo doing all quite tir'd out themſelves twig 
or thrice one atter another. They ofter'd me { 
veral remedies, but I would take none, c: 
tainly beleiving that I was mortally wounded in 
the head. And in earneſt,it had been a very happ 
death, for the weakneſs of my underſtanding 
deprived me of the faculty of diſcerning, and 
that of my body from the ſenſe of feeling, | 
ſuffered my felt to glide away ſo ſweetly an 
after ſo ſoft and eaſy a manner, that I ſcare 
find any other action leſs troubleſom than that 
was. But when I came again to my felt andto} 
reaſſume my faculties. 


Ut tandem ſenſus convaluere met, 
As my loſt ſenſes did again return, 


Which was two or three hours after, I felt mi 
ſelf on a ſuddain involv'd in terrible pain, ha 
ving my limbs ſhatterd and groun'd to piects 
with my fall, and was ſo exceeding ill two « 
three nights atter, that I thought once more to 
die again, but a more painful death, having con 
cluded my ſelf as good as dead before, and to this 
hour am ſenſible of the bruiſes of that terribt 
ſhock. I will not here omit, that the laſt thing 
I could make them beat into my head, was tit 

memo!) 


ay Chap: 6 5 
' memory. of this accident, and made it be over 
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.6, Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays* 
and over again repeated to me, whither I was 
going, from whence I came, and at what time 
of the day this miſchance beſe] me, belcre I 
could comprehend it. As to the manner of my 
fall, that was conceaPd from me in favour to 
him, who ba becy the occaſion,and other flim- 
flams were invenicd to palliate the truth. But 
a long tume aiicr and the very next day that my 
meniv:y began 10 return and to repreſent to 
me the eiate wherein I was, atthe Inſtant that 
I perceived this horſe comming full drive upon 
me { for Thad teen him come thundring at my 
heeles, and gave my ſelf for gone + But this 
thought had been fo ſuddain, that fear had had 
no leiſure to introduce it ſelf) it ſeem'd to me 
likea flaſhot lightning that had peirc'd thorough 
my Soul, and that I came ijrom the other 
World. | 
This long Story, of fo light an accident, 
would appear vain enough, were it not for the 
knowledge I have gair'd by 1t for my own uſe ; 
for I do really. find, that tobe acquainted with 
death, 1s no more but nearly to approach it. 
Every one, as P1iny ſays, is a good Doctrine to 
himſelf, provided he be capable of diſcovering 
himſelf near at hand. This is not my Dottrine, 
tis my ſtudy; and is not the leſſon of another, 
but my own, and yet if I communicate it, it 
ovght not to be ill taken. That which is of 
uſe tome, may alſo peradventure be uſeful to 
another. As to the reſt, I ſpoile nothing, I 
make uſe of ncthing but my own ; and if I play 
the 
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® Scigneur de Montaign's Eſays. Book 
the fool, tis at my own expence and no body 
elſe is concern'd rt : for *tis a folly, that wil 


die with me and that no one 1s to inherit. We 
*Hear but of two or three of the Ancients, who 


have beaten this Road,and yetT cannot ſay,if it 
be after this manner, knowing no more of them 
but their names. Not one ſince has followed 
the track: *tis a tickle ſubject and more nice 
than it ſeems, to follow a pace ſo extravagant 
and uncertain, as that of the Soul ; to penetrate 
the dark Profundities of their intricate internal | 
windings; to chooſe and lay hold of ſo many 
little graces and nimble motions, and anew and 


. extraordinary undertaking, and that withdraws 


us from the common and molt recommended 
emploiments of |the World. *Tis now many 
years ſince, that my thoughts have had no other | 
aime and level, than my ſelf, and that IT have 
only pried into and ſtudied my felf: Or if 1 
fludy any other thing, *tis to lay it up for and 
to apply it to my felt. And yet I do not think 
it a fault, if, as others do by other much leſs pro- 
fitable Sciences, I communicate what TI have 
learm't in this affair: though I am not very well 
pleaſed with what have writ upon this SubjeR, 
There is no deſcription fo diflicult, nor doubtleſs 
of ſogreat utility, as that of a Mans ſelf. And 
withall a Man muſt curle, ſet out and adjuſt Þ 
himſelf to appear in publick. Now I am per- 
petually tricking my ſelf; for I am eternally 
upon my own deſcription. Cuſtome has made | 
all ſpeaking of a Man's {elf vicious and do's po« | 
fitively interdict it, in hatred to the vanity, | 
that 
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-that ſeerns inſeparably joyn'd with the teſtimo- 


ny _—__ of | themſelves. I do not know 


'. that neceffartly follows; but allowing 1t to be 

true, and-that it muſt of neceſſity be preſum- 
4 ption toentertain the people with Diſcourſes of 
© .ones: {cIf: I, ought not, purſuing my general 


Deſign, to forbear an action that publiſhes this 


Infirmity of mine ; nor conceal the Fault which 


[not only prattiſe, but profeſs. Notwithſtand- 


ing, to ſpeak my thought freely , I'do think £)gE = 


that the cuſtom of condemning Wine, becauſe 
ſome people wili be drunk, 1s 1t feli to be con- 
demned. A ,man cannot abuſe any thing: but 
what is good in it {cif ;” and I believe that this 
Rule has only. regard to the popular Vice: they 
are Bits, with which neither the Saints whom 
we hear ſpcak ſo highly of themſelves, nor_rhe 
Philoſophers, cor the Pivines will be curled ; 
neither wilt T,, who am as little the one as the 
other : Of what does Socrates treat more largely, 
than of himfelt? To what does he more direct, 
and addreſs rhe Diſcourſes of his Diſciples, than 
to ſpeak of themſelves, not of the Leſſon inthe 
Book, but of the Eſſence and Motion of their 
Souls 2 ,We confeſs our felves Religiouſly to 
God, and our Confeſlor ; and, as they are our 
Neighbours to all the people. But fome will an- 
ſwer, and ſay, that we there ſpeak nothing but 
Accufation againſt our felves : Why then we 
fay all, for our very Vertue it ſelf is taulty and 
penitable ; my Trade and Art 7s to /ive. He 
that forbids me to ſpeak according to my own 
Senſe, Experience and PraCtice, may as well 

G enjoyn 
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. | 
Seigneur ds Montaign's Eſſays. Book, | 
enjoyn an Architet not to ſpeak of Building 
according to his own knowledge, ' but accord. 
ing tothat of his Neighbour; according tothe 
knowledge of another, and not' according to 
his own. If it be Vain-glory for a man to publiſh # 
his own Vertues, why does not Cicero prefer i 
the Eloquence of Hortenfrus, and Hortenfius that 3 
of Cicero2 Peradventure they mean, that I 3 
ſhould give teſtimony of my ſelf by Works and 
Effects, not barely by Words: I chiefly paint 
my Thoughts, an Inform Subject, and inca- # 
pable.of Operative ProduCtion. *T1s all that 1 # 
can do to couch it in this airery body of the 
Voice. The Wiſeſt and Devouteſt Men have # 
liv'd in the greateſt Care to avoid all diſcovery 
of Works: Eftets would more ſpeak of For- 
tune, than of me. They manifeſt their own 
Office, and not mine ; but uncertainly, and by 
conjecture : They are but Patterns of ſome one # 
particular Vertue I expoſe my {elf entire : *tis 
aSkeleton where at one view the Veins, Muſ- 2 
cles, and Tendons are apparent cvery of them 7 
in its proper place. I do not write my own # 
, Ads, but my Self and my Eſſence: I am of 7 
$3.1 * opinion, that aman muſt be very wiſe to value * 
himfelf, and equally conſciencious, to give a * 
trueReport ; be it better or worle, indifferent. i 
ly: If I thought my ſelf perfetly good and Þ 
wiſe, I would ipeak with open mouth, and i 
rattle it out to ſome purpoſe. To ſpeak leſs of a F 
man's ſelf, than what one really is, is folly, | 
not modeſty ; and to-take that for currant pay, 
. which is under a man's value, 1s FOI 'F 
and 3% 
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Chap. 5. Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 
and Cowardize, according to ri#otle. No 


Z Vertue aſliſts it ſelf with Falſhood ; Truth is 
EZ never the Maſter of Errour : 7 o ſpeak mbre of 


= ones ſelf, than is really true, is not always Pre- 


pe ſumption, *tis moreover very often Folly : } 0 
Z be immeaſurably pleasd with what one 1s, and 


to fall into- an indiſcreet ſelt-love, is 1n my opi- 
nion'the Subſtance of this Vice. The moſt So- 
vereign Remedy to cure- it, 1s to do quite con- 
trary to what theſe people direct, who in'for- 


Þ bidding men to ſpeak of themſelves, -do 'eon- 
& ſfequently at the ſame time interdict thinking of 
Z themſelves too. Pride dwells in the Thought, 
& the Tongue can have but a very little ſhare in 
E it: They fancy, that to think of ones ſelf is to 
Þ be ddighted with himſelf; to frequent , and 
ZE to converſe with a man's ſelf, to be over-in- 
& dulgent. But this Exceſs ſprings only in thofe, 
Z who only take of themſelves a Superficial View, 


Z and dedicate their main Inſpe&tion to their Af- 
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F n%#dx, fo many Armies and Nations that leave 
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= fairs; that call Meditation, raving and idlenels, 
27 looking upon themſelves as a third perſon only, 
3 anda ſtranger. If any one be raviſht with his | p41 ep/e, 
2 own Knowledge, whilſt he looks only on thoſe | 
2x below him ; let him but turn his Eye upward 
* towards paſt Ages, and his Pride will be aba- 
7 ted, when he ſhall there find ſo many thouſand 
# Wits that trample him under foot. If he enter | 
$ 1ato a flattering vanity of his perſonal Valonr, 


let him but recolle&t the Lives of Scipio, Epami- 


him'fo far behind them, and he will be cur'd of 


his Self-opinion. No particular Quality can 


G 2, make 


\ 33 
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£2341) ſwallow'd to purpoſe the Precept of his God, 7 
| know himſelf, and by that ſtudy was arriv'd t9% 

; the pertection of ſetting hunſelf at naught; he 7 

| was only repured worthy the Title of a Sage, 

W hoſoever thall ſo-know himſelf, let him bold. # 

' by; ſpeak it our. | "Þ 


_ —— 


: CHAP. VIL 
of Recompences of Honour. 


17-29 « #F* Hey who write the Life of 4ugui7us Co. Þ 
* * t/a, obferve this in his Military Diſci # 
pline, That he was wonderfully liberal of Gifts % 
$3<c<9* to Men of Merit; but that as to the true Re Z 
cempences of Honour, he was as ſparing. Soit 7 
is, that he had himſelf been gratified by Ts! 
ncle with all the Military Recompences, be 
* fore he had ever been inthe Field. It was a pret- ? 
ty Invention, and receiv'd into moſt Govern. 
ments of the Werld, to Inſtitute certain vain! 
and inſignificant Diſtinctions to Honour and 
recompenee Vertue; fuch as the Crowns 
Lawre!, Oak, and Myrrh, the particular Faſhion 
of ſome Garment , the priviledge to ride in_4} 
Coach in the City , or to have_a Torch by 
Night ; ſome peculiar place afſignd in _ 
Aſlcm-? 
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Aſſemblies; the Prerogative of certain addi- 
tional Names and Titles; certain Diſtinctions 
in their bearing of Coars of Arms, and the Ike: 
The uſe of which, according to the feveral Hu- 
morrs of Nations, has bcen variouſly receiv'd, , 


and do yet continue. We in France,s alfo fe- Orders of 


veral of our Neijghbous , have the Orgers of King/oe- 


hood inſt t- 


Knighthood, that are inſtituted only for this end. eueecd 70 


And tis in earneſt a very good and profitable modo 
t3t * 
Cuitom, to find outan Acknowledgment for the 3;;;ue.” 


= Worth of Rare and Excellent Men ; and to ſa- 
Z tisfie their Ambition with Rewards, that are not 


at all Chargeable' either to Prince or People : 
And that which has been always found both by 


EZ ancient Experience ; and that we our ſelves may 


alſo have obſerv'd in our own times; that men 


& of Quality have ever been more jealous of ſuch 


' # Recompences, than of thoſe wherein there was 


Gain and Profit , is not without very good 

ground and reaſon. If with Reward , which + :. 
ought to be ſimply a Recompence of Honour, | 
they ſhould mix other Emoluments, and add | 
Riches; this mixture in ſtead of procuring an | 


- 
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2 encreafe of Eſtimation, would vilifie and abate | | 
it. The Order of St. Michael, which has been +, Order of 


wn 3 
A  - 


ſo long in repute amongſt us, had no other, nor of Sains 
greater Commodity, than that it had no com- Michel. 
munication with any other ; which produc'd 
this Effet, that formerly there was no Office, 
nor Title whatever, to which the Gentry pre- 
tended with fo great Deſire and Aﬀection, as 
they did to that ; nor Quality that carried with 
it more Reſpect and Grandure : Vertue more 
G 3 Wile 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book: II, 
willingly embracing, and, with greater Ambj: 
tion, aſpiring to a Recormpence truly her own, 
and rather Honourable than Beneficial : For 
intruth, the other Rewards have not ſo pro: a & 
Dignity of Uſage, by reaſon they are laid out * 
upon all forts of Occafions. With Money a ! 
man pays the Wages of a Servant, the Dili- # 
gence ofa Courrier, Dancing, Vaulting, Speak. # 
ing, and the vileſt Offices we receive ; nay, * 
and reward Vice with it too ; as Flattery, Trea- 2 
chery, and Pimping: and therefore 'tis no won: 7 
der if Vertue does leſs defire, and leſs wilhngly z 
receive this common ſort of Payment, than | 
that which is proper and peculiar to her, 

te gn Fc throughout Generous and Noble. AuguS7us had 'Þ 
'- | reaſon to be a better Husband, and more ſpa- 
'ring of this, than the other; by how much F 

Honour is a Priviledge that extracts its prin- F 

| cipal Eſteem from Rarity, and Vertue its ſelf. ? 


Mart-lib. Cui malus eſt nemo, quis bonus eſſe poteſt ? 
2.Epi2-82. 


To whom none ſeemeth ill, who good can: 
ſeem ? ”Y 


We do not intend it for a Commendation, when”? 
we fay, that ſuch a one is careful in the Educs 7 
tion of his Children: by reaſon it is a common 
A&, how juſt and well done ſoever ; no more 7 
than we commend a great Tree, where the! 
Valor of Whole Forreſt is the fame. I donot think that 'F 
the Citi- any Citizen of Sparta valued himſelf much upon Þ 


= F his Valour, it being the univerſal Vertue ol} 
the © 


== 


Chap. 7. Seigyeur de. Montaign's Eſſays. 
the whole Nation, and as little glorified him- 
ſelf upon his Fidelity, and contempt of Riches. 
There is. no Recompence due to Vertue, how 
great ſoever, that 1s once pall into a Cuſtom 
and I know not withal, whether we can ever 
call it Great, being Common. Seeing that theſe 
Remunerations of Honour have no other Va- 
lue and Eſtimation, but only this, That few 
people enjoy them ;*tis but to be liberal of them, 
to bring them down to nothing. And though 
there ſhould be now more men found than in 
former times worthy of our Order, the eſtima- 
tion of it nevertheleſs ſhould not be abated, nor 
the honour made cheap. And it may eaſily fall 
out, that more may merit it; for there is no 
Vertue that ſo eaſily dilates it ſelf, as that of 
Military Valour: There is another true, per- 
fect, and Philoſophical, of which T do not ſpeak, 
(and only make uſe of the word in the com- 
mon acceptation ) much greater than this, and 
more full , which is a force and aſſurance of 
Souls, equally diſpofing all forts of adverſe Ac- 
cidents, equal, uniform, and conſtant ; of which 
ours 15 no more, than one little Ray. U- 
ſance, Precept, Example and Cuſtom, can do 
all in all to the eſtabliſhment of that whereof T 
am ſpeaking, and with great facility render it 
vulgar, as by the experience of our Civit War 
is manifeſt enough ; and whoever could at this 
inſtant unite us Cazholick and Frgonot into one 
Body, and ſet us upon ſome brave Enterprize, 
we ſhould again make our ancient Military Re- 
putation to flouriſh. Ir is moſt certain, that in 
G 4 times 
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times pat , the  Recompence of this Order! 
had nar only a regard to Valour,. bur had-a | 
further Proſpect. It never was the Reward of ® 
a Valiant Souldier,, but of a Great Captain, # 
The Science of obeying was not reputed worthy. Z 
ol fo honourable a Guerdon, there was therein # 


a more Univerfal Military Expertneſs requir'd, 


and tar comprehended the moſt and the great- $ 


eſt Qualities of a Military man; Negue enim Z 


exden Militares & Tmperatorie artes ſunt, For Þ 
the Military knowledge requir'd in a common 2 
Souldier. and a General, are not the fame ; as 
alſo beſides a Condition ſuitable to ſuch a Dig- 
nity. But I fay, that though more men were # 
worthy than formerly ; yet ought 1t not to be Þ 


more liberally diſtributed , and that it were Þ 


bxtter to fall ſhort in not giving it to allto whom P 


| It 'hould be acknowledged due, than forever to Þ 


Joie, as we have lately done, the Fruit of fo pro- 7 
fitable an Invention, No man of. Spirit will E 
d:1gnto advantage himſelf with what 15s in com- Þ 
mon w1h many : And ſuch of the preſent time, ! 
as have leaſt merited this Recompence, make Þ 


+1» the greater ſhew of didaining it, being there- 7 


of the T6 
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Y t le rankt with thoſe, to whom ſo i; 
fuch wrong has been done, by the unworthy | 
conferring and debaſing the Charafter, which Þ 
Was «..&i particular, right. Now to expeCt that 3 
in oblteraiing an{] aboliſhing this ſuddenly, to 


create and bring into credit a like new Inſtitu- Þ 
"tion, 1» not a proper Attempt for ſo licenttous B 


an! ſo fick a Time as this, wherein we now are 
and it will fali out, that the laſt will from its 
birth 
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birth incur the fame Tnconveniences, that have 


 ruin'd the oth « . The Rules for the diſpenſing 


of this New Order, had need to be extreamly* 


E: } clipt; and bound under great Reſtriftions to 


give it Authority ; and this tumultuous Seafon 
1s incapal:le of ſuch a Curb: Beſides, that be- 
fore this can be brought into Repute, *tis ne- 
ceſſary that the Memory of the firſt, and the 
Contempt into which it is faln, be totally bu- 
ried in Oblivion. | 

This place might naturally enough admit of 
ſome Diſcourſe upon the Conſideration of Va- 
lour, and the Difference of this Vertue from 
others: But Plutarch having fo often handled 
this Subject, I ſhould give my ſelf an unneceſla- 
ry Trouble to repeat what he has faid ; but 
this is worth conſidering, That our Nation 
place Valour in the Higheſt Degree of Vertue; 
as the very Word does evidence, being deriv'd 
from Yalue, and that according to our Uſance 
when we decipher a Worthy Man, or a-Man 
of Value ; only in our Court ſtyle, to fay a Va- 
liant Man, after the Roman way : For the ge- 


being 
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being very Warlike, has given the Preheminence 
to that of the Yertues which was moſt fami- 
liar to them, and that they thought of the 
moſt worthy Character, . Juſt as our Paſſion | 
and the Feaveriſh Solicitude we have of the 
Chaſtity of Woman, makes that to ſay, A good 
Woman, a Woman of Worth; and a Woman of | 
Honour and Vertue , ſ{ignifie no more but a | 


_— — — 


Chaſt Woman: as if to Oblige her to that one | 


—_— —— — 


Duty, we were indifferent as to all the reſt, | 
and gave them the Reins to all other Faults | 
whatever, to compound for that one of In- | 


- continence. 
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CHAP. VII 
Of the Aﬀedtion of Fathers to their Children. 


To Madam D' ESTISS AC. 


Ma If the Strangeneſs and Novelty of Z 
my Subje& which are wont to give Va- 3 
lue to things, do not ſave me, I fthall never ! 
come off with Honour from this fooliſh At- 

tempt : But *cis ſo Fantaſtick, and carries a Face 
ſo unlike the common Uſance, that that per- 
adventure may make it paſs. *Tis a Melancho- © 
lick Humour , and conſequently an Humour : 
very much an Enemy tos my Natural Com- | 
plexion, engendrcd by the Penſiveneſs of the | 
Solitude, into which for ſome years paſt I have | 
.retir'd my ſelf, that firſt put into my head = 
idle 


| 


= 
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idle Fancy 'of Writing : Wherein finding my 


ſelf totally Unprovided and Empty of other 
Matter, I preſented my Selt to my Self for Ar- 


. gument and Subject. 'Tis the only Book in the 
| World of its kind, and of a wild and extravagant 


Deſign; there is nothing worth Remark but 
the Extravagancy in this Affair: for in a Subject 
ſo vain and irivolous, the beſt Workman in the 
World could not have given it a Form fit tore- 
commend it to any manner of Eſteem. 

Now, Madam, being to draw mine own Pi- 


&ure to the Life, I had omitted the onely grace- ..,. 


ful Feature, had 1 not therein repreſented the 
Honour I have ever had for you, and your 
Merits ; whichT have purpoſely choſen to ſay 
in the beginning of this Chapter, by reaſon 
that amongſt many other Excellent Qualities 
you are Mittreſs of,that of the tender Love you 
have manifeſted to your Children, is worthi- 


* ly ſeated in one of the higheſt places. Whoever 


ſhall know at what age Mowfteur d E/tiſſac your 
Husband left you a Widow, the great and ho- 
nourable Matches have ſince been offer'd to 
you, as many as to any Lady of your Condi- 
tion in France; the Conftancy and ſteadineſs 
wherein you have livd ſo many years, and 
wherewith you have gone through ſo many 


ſharp Difficulties, the Charge and Condutt of 


their Aﬀairs who have proſecuted you in every 
Corner of the Kingdom, and who yet are not 
weary of tormenting you ; and the happy Di- 
rection you have given 1n all this, either by 
your ſingle Prudence, or good Fortune , will 

| | calily 
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Seigneurde Montaigne's Eſſays. Book II. 
eaſily conclude with me, that we have not fo 
lively. an Example as yours of maternal Afﬀecti. 
on in- our times. I praiſe God, . Madam, that it | 
has; been ſo well employ*d ; for the great hopes 
that Monſfteur PEltiſſac the Son gives of himielf, 
do advance ſufficient aſſurance, that when he 
comes to age, you will reap from him all the | 
Obedience. and Gratitude of a very gocd man. 

| The «fe But foraſmuch as by. reaſon of his tender years | 
; _—_ he has not been capable of taking notice ot rho | 
- zowards Offices of extreamelt kindneſs he has in ſo great | 


, = if pers ſhall one day happen to fall into his hands, Þ 
| tharof | When ſhall: neither have Mouth nor Speech 

ad; left to deliver it to him, that he ſhall receive a. | 
«ay true account of thoſe things from me, which | 


wy? ſhallbemore eftetually manifeſted to him by 


their own Effefts, by which he will underſtand, 

that there 1s not a Gentleman in France, who 

ſtands more indebted to a Mothers Care; and 

that he cannot for the future give a better, nor 

more certain Teſtimony of himſelf, of his own 

Worth and Vertue, than by acknowiedging you 
 forthat Excellent Mother you are. 

22% If there beany Law truly Natural; that is to 
ſay, any Inſtin& that is ſeen univerſally and 
perpetually imprinted in both Beaſts and Men, 

 { which 1s not without Controverſie) I can 
then ſay, that in my opinion, next to the Care 
every Animal hasof his own Preſervation, and 


Nature 


number receiv'd from you ; I will, if thee Pa- 
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Nature ſeems to have recommended it to us, #7 f! 


—_— — 


- having regard tothe Extenfion and Propagation 


of the ſucceilive Piece of this Machine: *tis no 
wonder if on the contrary, that of Children 
towards their Parents is not fo great. To which <:- 


we may add this other Ari/torelian Confidera- jo 


tion, that he who confers a Benefit on any 
one, Toves him better, than he is beloy'd_by 


him again : and that every Artificer is fonder x) 


of his Work, than if that Work had Senſe, it =» 


would be of him ; by reaſon that it 1s dear to." y© wÞ 


us to be, and to beconſits in moving and a&ti- * 
on : Therefore every one has in ſome ſort a 
being in his Work. Who confers a Benefit, ex- 
erciſes a fair and honeit Action; who receives 
it, exerciſes the 7/tile only. Now the' Z/zile is + 
much lefs amiable than the ZZoze/t : the Honeſt 
is ſtable and permanent, ſupplying him who has 
done it with a continual Gratification. 'The 7/- 
tile loſes it ſelf, eaſily flides away, and the Me- 
mory of it is neither fo freſh, nor ſo pleaſing, 
Thoſe things are deareſt to us that have coſt us 
moſt, and giving 1s more chargeable than re- 
ceiving. Since 1t has pleasd God to'endue ys 
with ſome Capacity of weightrig and confider- 
ing things, to the end we may not like Brutes 
be ſervilely ſubjeted/and enflay'd to the Laws 
common to both ; but that we ſhould by judg- 
"ment and a voluntary liberty apply our ſelves 
to them : We ought indeed ſomething to yield 
to the imple Authority of Nature, but not ſuf- 
fer our ſelves to be tyrannically hurried away 
and tranſported by her ; being that Reaſon a- 
lone 
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* _.» lone ſhould have the Condutt of our Inclina. | 

2 tions. I for 1ny part have a ſtrange Diſguſt to 
thoſe Propenſions that are ſtarted in us, with- ' 

- our the Mediation and DireCtion of the Judg. 
ment. As upon the Subject I am ſpeaking of, I | 
cannot entertain- that Paſſion of Dandling and ? 
Careſling an Infant ſcarcely born, having as ? 
yet neither motion of Soul, nor ſhape of Body i 
diſtinguiſhable, by which they can render them- «7 

| ſelvesamiable ; and have not willingly ſuffered * 

" , ©, them to be nursd near me: Atrue and regular # 

gn4t * Aﬀection ought to ſpring and encreaſe with the * 

; knowledge : x us of themſelves, and then 


£ 


if they are worthy of it, the natural Propen- 


ſion walking hand in hand with Reaſon, to che- 
rih them with-a truly Paternal Love; and to 


| Judge and diſcern alſo if they be otherwiſe, {till 


rendring our-ſclves to Reaſon, notwithſtanding 
« the Inclination of Nature. It goes through ſome- 
times quiteotherwiſe, and moſt commonly we 
find.our ſelves. more taken with the running up # 
and down the Play, and Puerile Simplicity of * 
our Children, than we do afterwards with their i 
moſt compleated Aftions ; as if we had lov'd | 
them for our ſport, like Monkies, and not as 
Men. And ſome there are, who are very liberal 
in buying them Balls to play withal, who are 
very cloſe-handed for the leaſt neceſſary Ex- 
pence when they come to age. Nay, to that 
degree, that it looks as if the jealouſie of ſeeing 
them appear in, and enjoy the World, when we 
are about to leave it, render'd us more niggardly 
and ſtingy towards them. It vexes us that they 
tread 
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tread upon our Heels, as 1t to folicite us to. go 


to W out ; and if this be to be fear'd, ſince the order 


h- "i of things will have it fo that they cannot, to 
ſpeak the truch, be, nor live, but at the ex- 
® pence of our Being and Liſe, we ſhould never 
Z meddle with getting Children. For my part 1 
E thiok'/it Cruelty and Injuſtice not to receive 
S ther into the thare and ſociety of our Goods, 
and not to make them Partakers in the Intelli- 
* gence of our Domeſtick Aﬀairs, when they are 
Z capable, and not to leſſen and contract our own 
#Z Expences to make the more room for theirs, 
Z ſeeing we beget them to that effett. *Tis, un- 
F fuſſrhar an old Fellow, deaf, lame, and half-dead, 
- Þ ſhouldalone in: a Corner of the Chimney, -en- 
0 'ÞF joy the Goodsthat were ſufficient for the Main- 
ll F tenance and Advancement of many Children, 

Þ# and to ſuffer them in the mean time to loſe 


1 | ſelves into publick ſervice, and the knowledge 


deſperate Courſes, and to ſeek out by, any 
'Z means, how- unjuſt or diſhonourable ſoever, to 
*2 provide for their own ſupport. As I have in my 
=> timeſcen ſeveral young men of good Extraction, 
| ſogddifted to ſtcaling, that no Correction tould 
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their beſt Years, for want of means to put them- 


of men. A man by this means drives them to 
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__ «gccuſtom'd tot, he could notleave it. At which 


Youns men 
eiven co time he was trapt ſtealing a Ladies Rings, bein 


WW 


come into her Chamber, as ſhe was arelling with 

- ſeveral others. He pur me in mind of a ſtory 

Wes | had heard of another Gemleman, fo pertect and??? 
f 70% > « accompliſhe in this gentile Trade in his Youth 

_ thatafter hecame to his Eſtate, and retolvd'y# 

-Siveit over, could not hold his hands neverthe 3 

-leſs, if he paſt by a Shop where he ſaw any tliing'2 

he liked, from catching it up, though it put hin? 

tothe ſhame of ſending afterv/ ards to pay fort, 

-AndI have' my ſelf ſeen ſeveral fo habituared to: : 

-this laudable quality, that even amongtt theirs 

Comrades they could not forbear tilching, Þ 

though with intent to reſtore what they had 2 

-taken. Tam a Gaſcon, and yet there 1s no Vic # 

I fo little underſtand as that; IT hate it- ſome. Þ 

thing more by Diſpoſition, than F condemn itir $ 

Gaſcon's Ty Diſcourſe: I do nor ſo much as defire any ! 7 

generally "thing of another man's. '? his Province: of ours |? 

addied js, (im plain truth, a little more ſutpe®'ed, than F 

ro ſealing. rhe other parts of the Kingdom ; and yet wel 

| haveoften feenin our times men of good ! ami | 

lies of other Provinces in the hands of: Juſtice, | 5 

Convicted of ſeveral abominable Thetts : I tear}. 

thisDebauch is in ſome ſort to be attributed to} * 

- © + the forementioned Vice of the Fathers ; and if} 

Fcf;*x a man ſhould tell me, as a Lord of very [good F 

Underſtanding once did, that he hoarded up | F 
Wealth, not to extract any other fruit and uſe 
from his Parſimony , but to make himſelf ho- þ 
nour'd, and ſought to by his own Relations: 


and that Age having depriv'd him of all other | 
Forces, | 


Chap. 8. Sejgneur de Montaign's 4 \. of 
Forces, it was the only remaining Remedy to 
maintain his Authority in his Fanaly, = | 
keep him from _ neglected and deſpis'd by 
all the World, ( and in truth, not only old age, 
but all other{imbecillity, according to Ari/torle, 
is the Promoter of Avarice.) This 1s ſomething, 
but it is Phyfick tor a Diſeaſe, that a man ſhould 
revent. A Father is very miſerable, that has 
no other hold of his Childrens Aﬀection, than 
the need they have of his Amſtance, if that can 
be call'd Aﬀection ; he muſt render himſelf wor- 
thy to be reſpected by his Vertne and Wiſdom, 
and belov'd by his Bounty, and the ſweetneſs 
of his Manners. Even the very Aſhes of a rich 
Matter have their Vajue; and we are wont to 
have the Bones and Relicks of worthy Men in 
regard and reverence. No old Age can be ſo 
ruinous and offenſive ina man who has paſt his 
Life in Honour, but it muit be Venerable, ef- 
pecially to his Children ; rhe Soul of which he 
muſt have train'd up to their Duty by Reaſon, 
not by Neceility,” and the Need they have of 
him; nor by roughneſs and force. 


—ÞS& errat lowge, mea quidem ſententia, Terence, 
(Nui imperium credat eſſe gravius aut ſtabilius 44clph. 


. \ bt 8 . 4-H 4 ; i T1 - 
Vi quod fit, quam illud quod amicitia adjungitur. go 


And he does mainly vary from my fence, | £40.02; 
Who thinks the Empire gain'd by violence, ; 
More abſolute and durable, than that, 

Which gentleneſs, and friendſhip do create. 


H I con» 
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I condemn all Violence in the Education of a 
tender Soul, that is deſig'd for Honour and 
Liberty. 1 heres, Iknow not what, of Servile 
in Rigour and Reſtraint; and 1 am of opinion, 
that what is not to be done by Reaſon, Pru. 
dence and Addreſs, is never to be effetted by 7 
Force. I my felf was brought up after that. man- 
ner ; and they tell me, that, in all my firſt Ape, 
I never felt the Rod but twice, and then very ® 
eaſily. I have prattisd the ſame Method with * 
my Children, who all of them died at Nurſe; 
but Leozor my onely Daughter is arriv'd to the 2 
age of ſix years, and upward , without other 
Correction for her Childiſh Faults, ( her Mo- * 
thers Indulgence eaſily concurring than Words # 
V2 29% only, and thoſe very gentle. In which kind of | 
proceeding, though my end and expeQation [Þ 
ſhould beboth frultrated, there are other Cau- # 
ſesenough tolay the Fault on, without blaming # 
my Diſcipline, which I know to be natural and 
Juit, and I ſhould in this have yet been more 
Religious towards the Males, as born to leſs 7 
Subje® ton, and more free; and I ſhould have 7 
made it my buſineſs to ſwell their Hearts with |! 
f:) Ingenuity and Freedom. I have never obſerv'd |! 
-—  OthereffeRs of Whipping,ualeſs to render them |: 
« More cowardly, or more wilful and obſtinate. 
Do we deſire to be belov'd of our Children ? Will 
we remove from them all occaſion of wiſhing & 
our Death? { though no occaſion of fo horrida | 
Wiſh can cither be juſt, or excuſable ; Nullum 
ſcelus rationem habet ) let us reaſonably accom- | 
modate their Lives with that is in our power. | 
In | 


1 
| 
| 
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In order to this, we ſhould not marry fo young, 

that our Age ſhall in a manner be confounded 

with theirs ; for this inconvenience plunges us 

into many very great Dithculties: I ſay, the 

Gentry of the Nation, who are of acondition 

wherein they have little to do, and live upon 

their Revenues only : For elſewhere where the | £I'@:. 
Life is dedicated to profit, the plurality and 
numbers of Children is an encreaſe te the good | 
husbandry, and they are as 1o many new Tools | 

and Inſtruments wherewith to grow rich. I 

married at three and thirty years of Age, and 

concur in the opinion of thirty five, which is « Ac [3 
faid to be that of .4r;;Torle. Plato will have no The Age of _| 
body marry before thirty ; but he has reaſon Mariqge. X, 
to Javgh at thoſe, who undertake the work of | 


Marriage aiter five and fifty, and condem their 


Off-ſpring as unworthy of Aliment and Life. 
7, bales gave re this the trueſt Limits, who young, X) 


and being importur'd by his Mother to Marry, 

anſwered , That it was too ſoon, and being 

grown into years, and urg'd again, That it was 

too late. A man muſtdeny opportunity toevery - ; 

importunate Aftion. The ancient Gazls look'd The Uſeof 3) 

upon it as a very horrid thing, for a man to have ©» 

had Society with a woman before twenty years jms Mer: 

ofage ; and ſtriftly recommended to the men; | 

who deſign'd themſelves for War, the keeping 

\ their Virginity till well grown in years, foral-/ 
much as Courage is abated and diverted by the 

ule of Women. 


HE Me 
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Taſſe. Ma hor congiunto q ciovinetta ſpoſa, 
j Cant.io. Lietohomat, de figl: era invilito 


Negli affetti di padre, & di marito, 


But now being married to a fair young wife, 
Hes quite faln off frem h1s old courſe of life : 
His metle is grown ruſty, and his care 


His IV ite aud Children do betwixt them ſhare, 


Maleaſſes King of Tuzis, he whom the Em- 
perour Charles the Fifth reſtor'd to his Kingdom, 
reproacht the Memory of his Father Mahomet 
with the Frequentation of Women, ſtyling him 
Looſe, Effeminate, and a Getter of Children. 
The Greek Hiſtory obſerves of Fecus the 7aren- 
tie, of Chryſo, Aſtiplus, Diepompus, and others, 
that to keep thir Bodies in order for the Olym- 
pick Games, and ſuch like Exerciſes, they de- 7 
ny*d themſelves, during that. preparation, all * 

A<13%, Commerce with FJezus. In a certain Country = 
' of the Spari/h Tndzes, men were not admitted to 2? 
marry tillafter Fourty years of Age, and yet the 
Girls were allowed togo to't at Ten. "Tis not 
/time for a Gentleman of Five and thirty years 
old to give place to his Son who is Twenty ; he, 7 
being himſeltin a condition to ſerve both in the 7: 
Expcditions of War, and in the Court of his 
Prince, has himielf need of all his Equipage; & 
and yet Goubtleſs ought to allow his Son alhare, 
bucnotſo great a one, as wholly to disfurnyh 
« himfelf ; and for ſuch a one, the faying that 
Fathers have ordinarily in their mouths, 7hat 


they 
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* with Age and Infirmities, and depriv'd by his 
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they will not put off their Cloaths, before they go to 
bed, is proper enough : But a Father over-worn 


weakneſs and want of health of the common So- 

ciety of men, wrongs himſelf and his, to rake 
together a great Mais of uſeleſs Treaſure. He « x) 
has liv'd long enough, if he De wiſe, to have a 
mind to ſtrip himſelt togo to bed, not to his. ve- - 
ry. Shirt, /confeſs, buc to that, and a good warm 
Night-Gown ; the remaining Pomps of which 
he has no further uſe, he ought voluntarily to 
ſurrender to thoſe to whom by the order of Na- 
ture they belong. *Tis reaſon he ſhould refer the 
uſe of thoſe things to them, ſeeing that Nature 
has reduc'd him to ſuch an Eſtate, that he can- 
not enjoy them himſelf : otherwiſe there is 
doubtleſs ill nature, and envy in the cafe. The x 013 2 f- ? 
greateſt Act of the Emperour Charles the Fifth 
was,that, when in imitation of ſome of the An- 
cients of his own Quality, confeſling it but rea _- 
ſon to ſtripour ſelves when our Cloaths encum- / 
berand grow too heavy for us, and tolie down 

when our Legs begin to fail us ; he reſign'd his 
Dignity, Grandeur, and Power to his Son, when 

he found the vigour and ſteadineſs in the Con- 

duct of his Affairs to fail in himſelf, with the 


= 


Glory he had therein acquir'd. 
Solve ſeneſcenterm mature ſauus equum, ne Hor. lib-x, 


Peccet ad extremam ridendus, & ilia ducat, Eþ*+ 

The old worn Courſer in good time diſmiſs, 

Leſt failing inthe Liſts, Spedlators hiſs, 
TS 
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This fault of not perceiving betimes, and not 
being ſenſible of the feebleneſs and extream al. 
teration: that Age naturally brings both upon | 
the Body and Mind ( which in my opinion is 
equal, ifthe Soul is no more than the half ) has Z 
loſt the Reputation of moſt of the Great men in # 
the World. I have known in my time, and 
been intimately acquainted with ſome Perſons # 
of very great Quality, whom a man might ea- 
fily diſcern ſo manifeſtly laps'd from their tormer # 
ſufficiency, I was ſure they were once endwd 
with, by the Reputation they had acquired in 7 
their former years; that I could heartily, for 
their own fakes, have wiſht them at home at # 
their eaſe, diſcharg'd of their Publick Military # 
Employments, which were now ' grown too | 
heavy for their Shoulders. I have formerly been # 
yery familiarin a Gentleman's Houſe, a Widow- # 
er, and very old, though healthy and chearful 7 
enough : This Gentleman had ſeveral Daugh- 


ters to marry, and a Son already of a ripe age, =: 


which brought upon him many Vitſits, and 
a great Expence ; neither of which did very 7 
well pleaſe him, not only out of conſideration 7 


of Frugality ; but yet more, for having,by rea- | 


ſon of his Age, enter'd into a courſe of Life far | 
differing from ours. I told him one day a little 
boldly, as I ufe to do, that he would do better to Z 
give us room, and to leave his principal Houſe, i 
{ for he had but that well ſcituated and furniſht | 
to his Son, and retire himſelf to an Eſtate he had 
hard by, where no body would trouble his Re- 
poſe, ſeing he could not otherwiſe avoid being 

| impor- 


JMI 
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importuryd by us, the Condition of his Chil- 
drenconſidered. He took my advice afterwards, 
and found an advantage by 1o doing: I do not 
mean, that a man ſhould ſo inſtate them, as 
not toreſerve to hirmſelf a liberty ro recant; 7, 
whoam now arriv'd to the age, wherein ſuch 
things are fit tobe done, would reſign to them 
the enjoyment of my Houſe and Goods, bur 
with a power of Revocation, if they ſhould give 
me cauſe to alter my mind: I would leave to 
them the Uſe, they being no longer proper for 
me, and, of the general Authority and Power 
over all, would reſerve as much as I thought 


good to my ſelf: Having always thought, that - 


it muſt needs be a great fatisfaQtion to an aged 
Father, himſelf ro put his Children into the way 
of governing his Afairs, and to have power 
during his own life to controul their Deport- 
ments, ſupplying them with Inſtruction and 
Advice from his own Experience, and himſelf 
to transfer the , ancient Honour and Order of 
his Houſe into that of thoſe who are to ſuc- 
ceed him,and by that means to be reſponſible to 
himſelf ( by the hopes he may conceive ) for 
their future conduQt. And in order to this, I 


would not avoid their company, I would ob- x 


ſerve them near at hand, and partake, accord- 
ing to the condition of my age, of their Feaſts 
and: Jollities. If I did not live amongſt them, 


( which I could not do, without being a diſtur-- 


OO - ———— 


bance to them, by reaſon of the moroſiry of 
my age, and the reſtleſneſs of my Infirmities, 
and without violating alſo the Rules and Order 

H 4 of 
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104 Sergneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. . Book IL. It 
of living, 7 ſhould then have ſet down to my 
ſelf) 7 would at leaſt live near them _jn ſome 
remote part of my Houſe, not the beſtin ſhew, 

. but the moſt commodious. Nor as 7 ſaw ſome 
years ago a Dean of St. Z/:/1ire of Poitiers, by 
his Mclancholy given up to ſuch a ſolitude, that 
at the time 7 came into his Chamber, it had 
been Two and twenty years that he had not RF 
ſtept one foot out of it, and yet had all his {| 
Motions free,and eat, and was in perfect health, 
- faving a little Rheumethat fell upon his Lungs: 
He would hardly once in a week ſuffer any one # 
tocomein to ſee him ; he always kept himſelf # 
ſhur up in' his Chamber alone, except that a 
Servant brought him once a day ſomething to 
eat, and did then but juſt come in, and go out 
again. His Employment was to walk up and 
down, and read ſome Book, for he was a piece 
of a Scholar : but asto the reſt, obſtinately bent 
to die in this Retirement, as he preſently after 
22#;, did. 7 would endeavour by a ſweet and obli- 
ging Converſation, to create in my Children 
a lively and unfeigned friendſhip and good will, 
which in well-deſcended Natures is not hard to 
do; for if they be Brutes, of which this Age of 
ours produces thouſands, we are then to hate 
£031; andavoid them. 7 am angry at the Cuſtom, 
very much in uſz, of forbidding Children to call 
their Father by the name of Fazher, and to en- 

_ joyn themanother, as more full of reſpe& and 

r) reverence, as if Nature had not ſufficiently pro- 
vided for our Authority : We call A/mighty God 

« Father, and difdain to have our Children call 
us 


Chap. 8. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 05 
us ſo; 7 have reformed this Errour in my Fa- 
mily. And *tis alſo folly and injuſtice to de- yjF'/* / x4 
v, I priveChildren, when grown up, of a familia- | 


ic if - with their Father, and to carry a ſcornful 


ow Coe > eo eg en 


y Ne and auſtere Countenance toward them, think- 

at 4 ing by that to keep them in awe and obedience ; | 
d Wf for it is a very idle force, that, in ſtead of pro« T*) 
"t # ducing the Effect deſign'd, renders Fathers di- = 


is Þ faſtful; and, which is worſe , ridiculous to 


neſs and aftettion of his own Family ; Com- ' 
mand and Fear are no more his Weapons : Such 
: a one 7 have known, who having been very in- 
» & dfolent in his Youth, when he came to be old, 
f © though he might have liv'd at his full eaſe, and 

> | had his judgment as entire 2s ever, would yet . 
| EF torment himſekf, and others ; ſtrike, ranr, ſwear, 
| ® and curſe; the moſt tempeſtuous Maſter in 
= France: fretting himſelf with unnecefflary ſuf- 
& picionand vigilancy ; and all this rumble and 
clutter, but to make his Family cheat him the 
| ſooner, and the more ; of his Barn, his Kitchin, 
Cellar , nay, and his very Purſe too, others __ 
the 


1, W their own Children. They have Youth and Vi- 

;: &} gour in poſſeſſion, and conſequently the. breath 

e  andfavour of the World, and therefore receive 

If F theſe fierce and tyrannical looks ( mere Scar- 

2 © Crows) ofa man without blood, either in his 

o F Heart or Veins, with mockery and contempt. + 3 
t F Though/ could make my ſelf teard, 7 had yet wi 
d # much rather make my felt belov?d. There are | 8,70 
e Þ| ſomany ſorts of defe&s in old Age, ſo much im- | 
t {#7 puiſſancy, and it is fo liable to contempt, that 

r Z thebeſt purchaſe a man can make, is the kind- 


LOG 


Ter. Adel. 


ac,4.SCen, 
2. 


the greateſt uſe and ſhare, whilſt he keeps his 
Keys in his Boſom, much more carefully than 
his Eyes : Whilſt he hugs himſelf with the Fry. 


gality of the pitiful pittance of a wretched and 


niggardly Table ; every thing goes to wrack and 
ruin in every Corner of his Houſe, in play, 


drink, all ſorts of profuſion; making ſports in | 
their Junkets with his vain Anger and fruitleſs | 
Parſimony. Every one 1s a Centinel againſt | 
him, and if by accident any wretched Fellow } 
that ſerves himis of another humour, and will | 
not joyn with the reſt, he is preſently rendred | 
ſaſpeCted to him, a Bait that old Age very eaſily | 
bites at of its ſelf. How oft has this Gentle. | 
man boaſted to me, in how great awe he kept # 
his Family, and how exact an Obedience and | 
Reverence they paid him ? How clearly did this 


man ſee into his own Afﬀairs! 


Ile folus neſcit omnia. 


I do not know any one that can muſter more | 
Parts both natural and acquir'd, proper to main- 
tain ſuch a dominion, than he; yet he is faln | 
fromitlike a Child. For this reaſon it is, that | 


I have pickt out Him amongſt ſeveral others that 


TI know of the fame humour, for the greateſt | 
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Example. It were matter ſufficient for a Que- 


ſtionin the Schools, Whether he is better thus, | 


or otherwiſe. In his Preſence all ſubmit to, and 
bow before him, and give ſo much way to his 


_ [AY vanity, that no body ever reſiſts him ; he has 
| his belly fall of Cringe, and all poſtures of a, 
u 
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Submiſſion and Reſpett. Does he turn away | - 
a Servant 2 he packs up his bundle, and is gone; 
but 'tis no further, than juſt out of his ſight : the 
| Pace of old Age is ſo ſlow, and the Sence is fo 
weak and troubled, that he will live and do his 
old Office in the ſame Houſe a year together, 
without being perceived. And'after a fit inter- 
yal of time, Letters are pretended to come a 
reat way off, from. I know not where, very 
fumble, ſuppliant , and full of promiſes of a- 
mendment ; by vertue of which he is again re- 
ceiv'd into favour. Does Monfieur make any 
Bargain, or ſend away any Diſpatch that does 
not pleaſe ? *tis ſuppreſt, and Cauſes now after- 
ward forgd to excuſe the want of Execution in 
# the one, or Anſwer in the other. No ſtrange 
is Letters being Erſt brought tohim, he never ſees 
#Z anybut thoſe that ſhall ſeem fir for his know- 
ledge: If by accident they fall firſt into his own 
hand, being usd to truſt ſome body to read 
them to him , he reads extempore what he thinks 


| fit, and very often makes ſuch a one ask him 


Z pardon, whoabuſes and rails at him in his Let- 
ter. Finally he ſees nothing, but by an Image 
prepar'd and deſign'd before-hand, and the moſt 
fatisfaftory they can invent, not to rouze and 
awake his ill Humour and Choler. 7 have ſeen 
enow differing Forms of Oeconomy, long, con- 
ſtant, and of like effet. Women, eſpecially the 
perverſe and elder ſort, are evermore addiCted 
to croſs their Husbands: They lay hold with 
both hands on all occaſions to contradict and op- 
poſe them, and the firſt excuſe ſerves for a ple- 
nary 


o& 
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eto, nary Juſtification. I have ſeen who has gro 


purloynd from her Husband, that, as ſhe tolg 
her Confeſfor, ſhe might diſtribute the more 


liberal Alms: Let who will truſt to that Reli. 


c 
| 
| 


+ 115 gjous Diſpenſation. No management of Aﬀain 


ſeems.to them of ſufficient Dignity, If proceed. 
ing from the Husband's aſſent ; they muſt y. 


ſurp either by Inſolence, or Cunning, and al. 
ways 1njuriouſly, or elſe it has not the Grace of | 
« Authority they deſire. When, as in the caſe 7 


am ſpeaking of, 'tis againſt a poor Old man, and 
for the Children, than they make uſe of this 
Title to ſerve their Paſſion with Glory; and as 
in.a common Servitude, eaſily monopolize a- 
gainſt his Government and Dominion. If they 
be Males grown up, and flouriſhing, they pre- 'F 
ſently corrupt either by force, or favour, both #4 
Steward, Receivers, and all the Rout. Such as 


have neither Wife, nor Son, do not fo caſily | 


fall zato this misfortune ; but: withal more cru- 


401'4n,, Elly, and undeſervingly. Caro the elder in his 
time, faid, So many Servants, ſo many Enemies, 


Contider then; whether according to the vaſt 
difference betwixt the purity of the Age heliv'd 
in, and the corruption of this of ours, he does 
not ſeem to advertiſe us, that Wife, Son, and 
' Servant, ſo many Enemies to us? *Tis well for 


WV" od Age, that it is always accompanied with 


Stupidity, Ignorance, and a facility of being de- 

cciv'd ; for ſhould we ſee how we are ugd, and 

, would not acquieſce, what would become of us? 
eſpecially in ſuch an Age as this, where the ve- 

ry Judges who are to determine, are uſually 

| partial 


Chap. 8. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. 
partial to the young, in any Cauſe that comes Tye 4u- 


before them. In caſe that the diſcovery of this they Jos 
fo Pint, 
that the 

E cern that Iam very fit to be cheated ; and can Judges 

= a man ever enough ſpeak the value of a Friend, gas, 


in compariſon with theſe civil tyes? The very ;hem / Ti 


hn 


Cheat eſcape me, 7 cannot at leaft fail to dif- 


Image of it, which I ſee ſo pure and uncorrupted ſelves. 


in Beaſts, how religiouſly do I reſpeCt it? If o- 


 thers deceive me, yet do I not at leaſt deceive 


my felf, in thinking I am able to defend me 


Z from them, or in cudgeling my Brains to make 
Z my ſelfſo? Iprotect my felt from ſuch Treaſons 
* in my own Boſom, not by an unquiet and tu- 
= multuary Curioſity, but rather by Mirth and 
Reſolution. When I hear talk of any ones Con- 


dition, I never trouble my ſelfto think of him, 
I preſently turn my Eyes upon my eli, to ſee 
in what condition / am; what ever concerns 
another, relates to me, T he Accident that has 


| befaln him, gives me Caution, rouzes me to 

turn'my Defence that way. We every day | 
and every hour ſay things of another, that we | 
might more properly ſay of our ſelves, could | 
we but revert our Obſervation to our own Con- | 
cerns, as well as extend it to others. And fe-} 


veral Authors have in this manner prejudic'd 
their own Cauſe, by running headlong upon 
thoſe they attack, and carting thoſe Shafts a- 
gainſt their Enemies, that are more properly, 
and with greater advantage to be return'd upon 
them. The laſt Mareſcha! de Aorlne, having 
loft his Son, who was ſlain at the Iſle of Madera; 
16 truth a very brave Gentleman, and of great 

| _ Expecia». 
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expeCtation , did to me, amongſt his other Rx 
grets, very much inſiſt upon what a Sorray 
and Heart-breaking it was, that he had nevg 
made himſelf familiar and acquainted with him, 


and by that humour of Fatherly Gravity and 


£226; x 


Fa) 


- 


Sowrneſs, to have loſt the opportunity of hy. 
ving an inſight into, and of well knowing hi 
Son ; as alſo of letting him know the extrean 
affetion he had for- him, and the worthy opi.# 
nion he had of his Vertue. That poor Boy , faid 
he, never ſaw in me other, than a ſtern ang} 
diſdainful Countenance, and is gone in a be. 
lief, that I neither knew how to love nor eſteen} 
him according to his deſert. For whom did [| 
reſerve the diſcovery of that ſingular Aﬀection 
T had for himin my Soul 2 Was it not he him. 
ſelf, who ought to have had all the pleaſure of it, Þ 
and all the Obligation ? I forc'd and rack'd my} 
ſelf to put on and maintain this vain Diſguiſe, 
and have by that means depriv'd my ſelf ot the 
pleaſure of his Converſation, and, I doubt in 
ſome meaſure, his AﬀeCtion, which could not | 
but be very cold towards me, having never | 
ther from me than Auſterity ; nor felt other 
than a tyrannical manner of proceeding. I find 
this Complaint to be rational and rightly ap-Þ8 
prehended ; for, as I my ſelf know by too cor- 
tain Experience, there 1s no'ſo ſweet Conſolati- Þ 
on in the loſs of Friends, as the conſcience of | 
having had no reſerve of ſecret for them ; and 
to have had with them a perfe&t and entire 
Communication, Oh my Friend, am I the 


better for being ſenſible of this; or am I the 
worle? 
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worſe ? I am doubtleſs much the better. I am 


conſolated and honoured in the ſorrow for his 
death. Is it not a pious and a pleaſing Office of 
my Life to be always upon my Friends Obſe- 
quies? Can there be any joy equal to this Prie 
vation? I open my ſelf to my Family , as much 
as can, and very willingly let them know, in 


wat efate they are in my opinion and good 
# will, as I'do every body elſe. I make haſte to 


bring out, and expoſe my ſelf to them; for I 
will not have them miſtaken in me in any thing. 


IIL 


£, 2 B1., 


Amongſt other particular Cuſtoms of our an- The es 


cient Gauls , this, as Ceſar reports, was one, —_— 


That the Sons never preſented themſelves be- 


matte | 
fore their Fathers, nor durſt never appear in their Sons 


T their company in publick, till they began to 
# bear Arms; as if they would intimate by that, before 


that it was alſo time for their Fathers to receive = +00 


to preſent 
themſelves 


them into their familiarity and acquaintance. I;,,, 


have obſerv'd_yet another_fſort of Indiſcretion 


{ in Fathers of my time, That, not contented 


with having depriv'd their Children,during their 
own long lives, of the ſhare they naturally 


_ ought to have had in their Fortunes, they at- 


terwards leave to their Wives the fame Autho- 
rity over their Eſtates,and Liberty to diſpoſe of 
them according to their own fancy : And have 


> — ee. 


known a certain Lord one of the principal Offi- 
cers of the Crown, who having 1n his proſpe&t, 
by right of ſucceſſion, above Fifty thouſand 
Crowns yearly Revenue, died neceſſitous, and 


overwhelmed with debt, at above fifty years -of 


Arms. 


X UV3 
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age; his Mother in his extreameſt decrepitude, - 


and 
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and neceſſity, 'being yet in poſſeſſion of all hi 
Goods, by the Will of his Father, who had, 
for his part, liv'd till near Fourſcore years Old, 
This appears by no means reaſonable to me: 

4 =, And therefore I think it of very little advan. 
-F | tage toaman, whoſe Afairs are well enough, 


_ | to ſeek a Wife that will charge his Eſtate with 

| &) | foo great a Joynture: There being no fort of 

| Praga Debt or Encumbrance, that brings great- 

| er and more frequent ruin to Eſtates and Fx 

 milies, than that. My Predecefiors have ever 

i: _ beenawareof that danger, and provided againſt 

£12: it, and fo have I: But theſe who diſſuade us 

irom rich Wives, for fear they ſhould be les 
fractable and kind, are out in their Advice, to 

make a man loſe a real Convenience for ſo fri. | 


x) | good; and the more Riches they bring with 

; them, they are by ſo much the more gentle, 

| and ſweet Natur'd ; as women who are fair, 
W114.) 3< more inclin'd, and proud to be chaſt. "Tis 
I; 2174 * | reaſonable to leave the adminiſtration of Afﬀairs 
to the Mothers, during the minority of the 

| Children ; bur the Father has brought them up | 

| very_ill, if he cannot hope, that when they 

"come to Maturity, they will have'more Wiſ- 

dom and Dexterity in the management of At- 
fairs, than his Wife, conſidering the ordinary 


Weakneſs of the Sex. It were notwithſtanding, 
to 
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| the Mothers depend upon the Diſcretion of 
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to ſay the truth, more againſt Nature, romake 


their Children : They ought to be plentitully 
provided for, to maintain rhemfelves according 
to their Quality and Age, by reaſon that Ne- 
ceſſity is muci more indecent and inſupporta- 
ble to them, thanTto men ; and therefore the 
Son is rather to be cut ſhort, than the Mother, | 
In general,the moſt judicious Diftribution of our | vV3 P2— 
Goods, when we come to dye, 1s, in my Opi- | | 
nion, to let them be diſtributed according to | 
the Cuſtom of the Country. The Laws have | F<) l 
I *, -4 


; 
[1 


conſidered _it better than we:/know how to do, | 


and *tis better to let them fail in their Ele&ion, 
than raſhly to run the hazard of miſcarrying in; 
ours, Neither are they properly ours, ſince, 
by a Civil Preſcription, and without us, they 
are all judg'd to certain Succeſfors. And al- 
though we have ſome liberty beyond that, yet 
I rhink we ought not, without great and maniteſt 
cauſe, to take away that from one which his 
Fortune has ailotted him, and to which the pub- 
lick Equity gives him Title ; and that it is againſt 
reaſon toabuſe this liberty, in making it to ſerve 
our own frivilous and private Fancies. My 
Deſtiny has been kind to me, in not prevent- 
ing me with Occaſions to tempt and divert my 
Aﬀetion from the common and legitimate In- 
ſlitution. I fee well enongh, with whom *cis 
timeloſt, to employ a long Diligence of Good 
Offices : A'word ill taken ofliterates ten years 
merit ;: and he is happy, who is in place to 
oyle their Good: Will at this laſt Paſſage. X ” 
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x14 Seigneur de Montaigne's Efays. Book. If, 
| G po | laſt Attion carries it :- Not the beſt, and moſt 
. frequent Offices, but the moſt recent and pre. 
D ſent do the Work. | Theſe are people that play 
| with: their Wills, as with Apples and Rods, "to 
gratifie or chaſtiſe every Action of theſe, that 
| pretend to an Intereſt in their Care. *Tis a 
thing of too great weight and conſequence, to 
be ſo tumbled and toſt, and alter'd every mo. 
ment: And wherein the Wiſe men of the World 
determin once for all, having therein above all 
things, a regard to reaſon, and the publick 
obſervance. We alſo lay theſe Maſculine Sub- 
ſtitutions too much to heart, propoſing a ridt 
culous Eternity to our Names. And are more- 
over too ſuperſtitious in the vain Conjectures 
of the future, which we derive from the little | 
Obſervations we make of the Words and ACtions | 


2 fg ,of Children. Peradventure the _might have | 
done me an injuſtice, in diſpoſleſſing me of my 
Right, for having been the moſt dull and hea- 
vy, the moſt Tlow and unwilhong at my Book, 
not of all my Brothers only, but of all the Boys 
in the whole Province : Whether about learn- 
| . ing my Leſſon, or any other bodily Exerciſe, 
= 46 Tw'Tis a folly to make an extraordinary EleCtion | 
upon the Credit of theſe Divinations, wherein 
. .we are fo often deceived. If the Rule of Primo- 
any geniture were to be violated , and the Deſit- 
nies corrected in the Choice they have made of Þ 
our Heirs, one might more plauſibly do it up- 
on the account of ſome enormous perſonal De 
» formity ; a conſtant and incorrigible Vice, and 
in the opinion of us French, whoare great ad- 
| murers 
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thap. 8: Seighent de Montaign's Eſſays, 
mirers of Beauty of important prejudice. The 
pleaſant Dialogue betwixt Plato's Legi/'ator, 
and his Citizens, will be.an Ornament to this 
place. What, ſaid they, tecling themſelves a- 
bout to dye, may We not diſpoſe of our own to 
whom .we pleaſe? Good God, what cruelty ! 
Thar it ſhall not be lawtul for us, according as 
we have, been ſerv'd and attended in our Sick- 
neſs, in our Old Age, andorker Attairs, .ro give 
more or lets to thoie whom we have tound 
moſt diligent abour us, at our own Fancy and 
Diſcretion | To which rhe L2g:/:29r anſwers 
thus ; My Friends, who are now without que- 
ftion, very. ſoon to dye, it 1s hard for you in 
the Condition you are, etther to know your 
ſelves; or what is yours, according to. the: Del- 
phick Inſcription. TI, who make the Laws, at 
of opinion , that you neither are your elves 
your own, neither is that yoursof which you 


arepoſſeft. Both your Goods, and you belong | 


ro your, Families, as well thoſe paſt, as thoſe to 
come ;- but yet both your Family and Goods do 
much. more appertain to the publick, Where- 
fore leſt any Flatterer inyour Age, or in your 
Sickneſs, or any Paſſion of your own, ſhould 
unfeaſonably- prevail with you ro make an un- 
juſt Will, I ſhall takecare to prevent ti:at incon- 
venience, But having reſpect both ro the uni- 
verſal Intercſt of the City, and that ot! your 
particular Family, I ſhall eſtabliſh Laws, and 
make it by lively Reaſons appear, that a parti- 
cular Convenience ought to give place to the 
common Benefit. Go then cheartully where 

I 2 Humane 
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Ir6 . Seigneur de Montaigws Eſſays. Book it} 
Humane Neceſlity calls you. It belongs to me; 
who have no more reſpect to one thing thag 
another ; and who, as much as in me lies, am 
careful of the publick Concern, to take care of 
what you leave behind you, | 
. To return to my Subject ; It appears to me 
that ſuch women are very rarely born,;to whom. 
the Prerogative over men, in others excepted, 
15 in any fort dye ; unleſs it be for the Puniſh 
ment of ſuch, as in fome luſtful Humour, have 
voluntarily ſubmitted themſelves to them : bur 
that does nothing concern the QId ones, of | 
which we are now ſpeaking. This Confſidera: | 
tion it is, which has made us fo willingly to 
forge, and give force to a Law, which was 

The Safick never yet ſe-': by any one ; and by which, wo- | 


vs pn men are excluded the Succeſſion to this Crown: 1 


' y any. And there is hardly a Government inthe World 


where it is not pleaded, as *tis here, by meer 
reaſon of the thing that gives it Authority, 
though Fortune has given it more Creditin ſome 

#*(v, , Places, than in others. ?Tis dangerous to leave | 
T3" the diſpoſal of our Succeſſion to their Judgment, 
according to the Choice they ſhall make of 
Children, which is often fantaſtick and unjuſt ; 
X)F* for the irregular Appetite and depreav'd Taft 
they have, during the time of their being with 
. Child, they have at all other times in the mind. | 

We commonly ſee them fond of the moſt weak, 
ricketty, and deformed Children ; or of thoſe, 

if they have ſuch, as are hanging at their 
Breaſts. * For not having ſufficient force of rea- 

ſon to chooſe and embrace that which is moſt 
n worthy 
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Chap. 8. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. 
worthy, they the more willingly ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be carried away, where the impreſ- 
fions of Nature are moſt alone : 7.1ke Animals 
that know their Young no longer than they 
give them ſuck. As to what reinatns, It iscafte 


InN7 


by experience to be diſcern'd, that this Natural « La 


AﬀeQion to which we give fo great Authority, 
has but a very weak and ſhallow Root. For 
a very lictle profit we every day raviſh their 
own Children out of the Mothers Arms, and 


; make them take ours in their room : We make 


them abandon their own to ſome pitzful Nurſe, 
to which we diſdain to commit ours, or to ſome 
Shee Goat ; forbidding them,not only to give 


them ſuck, what danger ſocver they run there-, 


by, but moreoyer, to take any manner of care 


' of them, that they may wholly be taken up 


with the care of, and attendance upon ours, 
And we ſee in moſt of them an adulterate Af- 


) 


ſuckle che little Children, will know their Voices give fuck 


I 3 when 


when they cry, and come running to them ; dren. + 
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x18 Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. . BookTl, 
when if any other than that they are acquanted 
with be preſented tathem, they retuſe to let it 
ſuck, and the Child, to another Goat, wall dg 
« the ſame. I ſaw one the other day, from whom 
they had taken away the Goat that usd to nou, 
riſh it, by reaſon the Father had only borrow 
it of a Neighbour-; that would not touch any 
other they could bring, and daubtlefs dyed of 
hunger. Beaſts do as eaſily alter and corrupt 
their Natural Afﬀection as we : I believe that in 
what Heredotas relates ofa certain place of Lybia, 
there are very many miſtake; he ſays, that the 
women are there in common ; but that the 
. Child fo ſoon asitcan go, finds him out in the 
'Crowd for his Father, to whom he is firſt led 
by his Natural Inclination. Now, to conſider | 
this ſimple reaſon for loving our Children, for | 
having begot them, therefore calling them our | 
Second ſelves: Tt appears, methinks, that there 
is another kind of Production proceeding from 
us, that ſhould no leſs recommend them to our 
#<f,:x Love: - For that which we engender by the Soul, | 
the iſſue of our Underſtandings, Courage and} 
Abilities, ſpring from nobler Parts than thok 
of the Body, and that are much more our own. i 
We arc both Father and Mother in this Generz-| 
tio:2 ; thefecoſt us a great deal more, and brings 
vs more Honour, it they haye any thing of Þ 
» 600d in them. Forthe Value of our other Chul- 
dren is much more theirs, than ours ; the ſhare 
we have in them is very little ; but of theſe, 
all the Beauty, all the Grace and Value is ours; 
as alſo they more lively repreſent and reſemble 
| | V5, 


i] 

F 
£3 
3 39 
it 13 
111 
© 
1 
lf 
: 
: 

£ 


m_ 


ne pe 


IRWIDIGPE, Vita oc. i Cr «a4 EEE DAS: Ao maned inks wks 
bd ona ef. W. 
_ tne nn DAD a DIR be rp WEFS or Te wes Ay he Wir 9 
> n - 


9: 9 CIGAR <1 Vee. 
EO, #* 
A 
- 
" 


Chap. 8. Sejigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 


? T 9 
than the reſt. Plato adds, that theſe are 3,4; ;m- 
immortal Children, ther immortalize and deify mortal 


their Fathers, as Lycargus, Solow and Minos. 
Now Hiſtories being. fall of Examples of the 
common AfeCtion of Fathers to their Children, . 

it ſeems not altogether improper, to introduce 

fome few, alſo of this other kind. - Zeliodorus 77;; ge 
that good Biſhop of 7ricea , -rather choſe to mance of 
loſe the Dignity, Profit and Devotion of ſo Ve- _ 
nerable a Prelacy, than to loſe his Daughter ; caricles 
a Daughter that continues to this day very 


Graceful and Comely ; but notwithſtanding, per- 


| adventure, a little too curiouſly and wantonly 


trick't, and too amorous for an Eccleſiaſtical 
and Sacerdotal Daughter. There has been one 
Labienus at Rome, a Man of great Valour and 
Authority ; and, amongſt other good Qualities, 
excellent in all forts of Literature; who was, as 
I take it, the Son of that great Labiexus, the 
chicfeſt of Cz/ar's Captains in the Wars of Gaale; 
and who, afterwards ſiding with Pompey the 
Great, fo valiantly maintained his Cauſe, till 
he was by Ceſar defeated in Spain. This La- . 
biems of whom Iam now ſpeaking, had ſeveral 
Enemies, who wereemulous of his Vertue ; and 
tis likely the Courtiers and Minions of the Em- 
perour of his time, who were very angry at, 
and diſpleas'd with his Freedom, and Paternal 
Humours, which- he yet retaiwd againſt Ty- 
ranny, with which it is to be ſuppos'd, he had 


| tinted his Books and Writings. His Adverſa- 


ries before the Magiſtracy of Rome, proſecuted 
ſeveral Pieces he had publiſit, and prevaibd fo 
I 4 tar 


Children. © 
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- 120 Seigneur de Montaignes Eſſays, * Book Il. | 
far againit him, as to have them condemn'd to 
the Fire. Tt was in him that this new Exams 
ple of Puniſhment was begun, which was af- 
terwards continued againſt ieveral others at 
Rome, to puniih even Writing, and Studies with 
Death. There would not be means and mat. 
ter enough of Cruelty, did we not mix with 
them things, that Nature has exempted from 
all Senſe and Suffering ; as Reputation,, and the 
Products of Wit; and communicate Corporal 
Puniithments to the Learning and Monuments 
of the Muſes. Now Labienus could not ſuffer 
this loſs, nor ſurvive theſe his fo dear Iflue; 
and therefore causd himſelf to be convey'd and 
ſhut up alive in the Monument of his Anceſtors, 
where he made ſhift to kill, and bury himſelf 
at once. "Tis hard to ſhew a more violent Pa- | 
ternal” Aﬀettion, than this. Caſfiius Severus a | 
Man of great Eloquence, and his very intimate | 
Friend, ſeeing his Books burnt, cry*d out, "That | 
by the ſame Sentence they ſhould. as well con- 
demn him to the Fire too, being rhat he car- 
ried in his Memory all that they contaurd. | 

Cordus's The like Accident befel Geruntius Cordus, who | 
mWritwmg: being accusd for having in his Books com- | 
_— mended Brutrs and Caſſtus ; that dirty, fervile, 
- and degenerated Senate, and worthy a worſe 
Maſter than 774erius, condemned his Writings 
to the Flame. He was willing to bear them | 
>Company, and kibd himſelf with Faſting. The 
xilucans good Lucay being condenurd by that Beaſt Nero, 
C Hh; p 2 
—at the laſt gaſp of his Life, when the greater 
part of.his Blood was already gone by the (ge 
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Chap. 8. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. 
of his Arms, which he had caus'd his Phyſitian 
to open to make him dye, and that the cold 
had ſeiz'd of all his Extremities, and began to 


I2E 


approach his Vital Parts ; the laſt thing he had 
in his Memory, was ſome of the Verſes of his - 
Battle of Pharſalia, which he repeated, and 


and dyed with them in his Mouth. What was 
this but taking a Tender and Paternal Leave of 
his Children, in imitation of the ValediCtions 
and Embraces wherewith we part with ours, 
when we come to dye ; and an effe& of that 


Natural Inclination,that ſuggeſts to our remem- + 


brance in this Extremity, thoſe things which 


were deareſt to us during the time of our Life? . 


Can we believe that Eprcurus, who, as he ſays 


lt | | himſelf, dying of intolerable Pains of the Chol- 


lick, had all his Conſolation in the Beauty of 
the Dofrine he left behind him, could have re- 
ceived the ſame fatisfaftion from many Chil- 
dren, though never ſo well educated, had he 
had them, as he did from the iſſue of ſo many 
rich and admirable Writings ? Or that, had it 
been in his choice to haveleft behind him a de- 
form'd and untoward Child, or a fooliſh and 
ridiculous Book, he, or any other Man of his 
Underſtanding would not rather have choſe to 
have run the firſt Misfortune than the other ? 
It had been ( for example ) peradventure, an 
Impiety in St. Au/tzn, if on the one hand, it had 
been propogd to him to bury his Writings, from 
which Religion has receiv'd fo great Advantage ; 
or on the other, to bury his Children, had he 


| hadtthem, had he not rather choſe to bury his 


Children. 
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222 Seigneur de Montaign's Eſays. Bodkil p 
3 Children had he had them, had he not rathe 
*in 6 :| choſe to bury his Children, And I know not 
J | | whether I had not much rather have 


dily Children. 
is no more at my own diſpoſe. It may know 
many things that are gone from me, and from 
me keep that which I have not retain'd : And 
that,as a Stranger,l might borrow thence,ſhould 
Tſtand in need. If I am wiſer than my Book, 
it is richer than I. There are few Men addi&- 
edto Poetry, who would not be much Prouder 
to be Father to the /Exeid, than to the hanſom- 
eſt and beſt faſhion'd Youth of Rowe, and that 
would not much better bear the loſs of the one | 
%) than the other. For according to Ariſtotle, the 
| Poet, of all forts of Artificers, is the fondeſt of 
tis Work. *Tis hard to believe that Epamimon- 
41s, who boaſted, that in lieu of all Poſterity, 
heleft two Daughters behind him, which would 
one day do their Father Honour ( meaning the 
two Viftories he obtain'd over the Lacedemoni- 
ans)would willingly have confented to exchange 
thoſe, for the moſt Beautiful Creature of all 
Greece : Or that Alexander, or Czſar ever wiſth't | 
to be depriv'dof the Grandeur of their Glorious | 
Exploits in War, for the conveniency of Chil- 
=" dren and Heirs, how perfe& and accompliſtyt 
| -n6&.: ;ſoever. Nay, I make a great Queſtion, whe- 
[| - ther Phidzas, or any other excellent Statuary, 


would 


| related of Pygmalion, who having made the Sta- 


. Danger being a little over ; from whence many 
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Chap.'8. Seigneur de Montaigns Eſſays. 123 
old be ſo ſolicitous of the Prefervation and 
Continuance "of his Natural Children, as he 
would be of a rare Statue, which with Tong 
1-Gour and ſtudy, he had pertected according 
0 Art. And to thoſe furious and irregular =) 
Paſſions that have ſometimes flaned in Fathers 
towards their own Daughters, and in Mothers 
towards their own Sons ; the like is alfo found 
inthis other fort of Parentry : Witneſs what is 


007 a Woman of ſingular Beauty, fell fo-paſ. 
fionately in love with this Work of his, that the | 
Gods, in favour of his Paſſion, muſt inſpire it 


Tentatum molleſcit ebur, pofitoque rigore, Ovid. Me- | 
Subfrdit digitis. ta.lib.to. , © 


The tempted Ivory Pliant grows, and now, 
Under his wanton Touch, does yield and bow. 


—— 
—— — 


CHAP. IX. 
Of the Arms of the Parthians. 


'FFIs an ill cuſtom, and a little unmanly,  < FEI 

the Gentlemenof our time have got, not | 
to-put on their Arms, but juſt upon the point of 
the moſt extream neceſſity; and to lay them by 


"gall, ſo ſoon as ever there is any ſhew of the 


Diſorders ariſe: For every one buſtling and run- . 
| ning 
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I24 S ergneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book it { 
ning to his Arms juſt when he ſhould go to + 
Charge, has his Cuiraſs to buckle on, when his MW | 
* Companions are already put to rout, Our An. 
ceſtors were wont to give their .Head-piece, 
Lance and Gantlets to carry, : but never put off 
the other Pieces fo long as there was any work 
to be done. Our Troops are now combersd' 
and render d'unſightly, with the clutter of Bag- 
gage and Servants, that cannot be from their 
Maſters, by reaſon they carry their Arms. 73tus 
Livius (peaking of our Nation, /»tolerantifſima | 
Laboris Corpora vix Arma Flumeris gerebant, 
Their Bodies were ſo impaticnt of Labour, that 
_ they could ſcarce endure to wear their Arms, 
xx Many Nations do yet, and did antiently, go to 
"Y War without Defenſive Arms ; or ſuch, 2 


— — — — ——— 


as were of very little proof, = 


 '@neid ' Tegmina queis Capitum raptus de Subere Cortex, 
- bib. | 
For Helmets they their Temples only bind 
With alight Scull,made of the Cork-trec Rind, 


-X.) Alexander, the moſt adventurous Captain that 
ever was, very feldom wore £rms, and ſuch 
amongſt us as fight them, do not by that much 

5) harm to the main Concern ; for if we ſee ſome 
kibd for want of them, there are few leſs whom 
the lumber of Arms helps'to deftroy, either by 
being over-burtherd, cruſt't and cramp't with 

_ , their weight by a rude Shock, or otherwiſe. 

<''mFor, in plain truth, to obſerve the weight and 
thickneſs of thoſe we have now 1n ule, it ſeerns, 
ET --l 
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Chap. 8; Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 125 


a5 if we only pretend to defend our ſelves, and 
| Ve are rather loaded, than ſecured by them. 
We have enough to do to ſupport their weight, 
being ſo manacled, and inimur'd, asif we were 
off W only to contend with our own Arms ; and as if 
rk we had not the ſame Obligation to defend them, 
"JW that they have to defend us. Tacitas gives a 
g- MW pleaſant Deſcription of the Men at Arms of our 
b ancient Gauls ; ſo armed, as only to be able to 
ur MW move, without power to offend, or poſſibility - 
v4 © to be offended, or to riſe again when once beaten 
t, MW down. Luculus ſeeing certain Soldiers of the 
at W Medes, that made the Front of 7igranes his Ar- 
$, my, heavily arm'd, and very uneaſie, as if in 
'O Priſons 'of Iron, from thence conceiy'd hopes, 
t, with great caſe to defeat them ; and' by them 
began his Charge, and Victory. And now that 
"our Muſqueteers are come into Credit, I believe 
7, WB ſome Invention will be found out to immure us 


do 


; which _.. 
thoſe of the Town he held beſieged might fally 
out upon him ; ſaying, That'thoſe 'who aſſaul- 

ted ſhould rhink of attzcking, and not to fear ; 

ſuſpetting, with good reaſon, that this ſtop * 
they had put to the Enemies, would make them 
leſs vigihant upon their Duty. He faid alſo to * 1- 
a young Man, ſhewing him' a fine Buckler he 
kad, ae "he was very proud of, /? 7s a very 


fine 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book i 
fine Buckler indeed, but a Roman Soldier ought: 
fo repoſe : greater Confidence in hu Right , Hand, 
than his Left. ' 

Now 'tis nothing but the not being us'd to 
wear them, that makes the weight of our Arms 
ſo intolerable. | 


I-busbergo in dolle haveauo, & belmo in teſta, 
Due di quelli guerrier' di qualt je canto. 

Ne notte o.di dopps chentraro in queſta 
Stanza, gÞhaveano mai. meſt da canto, 

Che facile a portar comme la veſta 

Era- lor, perche in uſo F avean tauto. - | 


Two of theſe. Hera's, that I name, had.on 
Each his: bright Helm, . and ſtrong Habergeon, 
And Night nor Day, not one poor Minutes {pace; 
Oace laid themby,whilſt here they were implace, 
Thoſe heavy. Arms, by: a.long practice, were 
So. very caſie grown, and light to bear... 


=: The Emperor Caracalla was wont continual 
ly.to —_ on foot, compleatly armed, at the 
Headof his Army. The Romax Infantry always 
carrie. not only a Morion, a Sword, and 4 
Shield ;. for as to Arms, ſays Cicero, they were 
ſo accuſtomed to- have them always, on, that 
they were no more. trouble to them, than their 
own Limbs: Arma.enim, membra militis efſe di- 
cunt ; but. moreover, fifteen days Proviſion, to- 
gether with a certain number of Piles, -or Stakes, 


 wherewith to fortifie their Camp ; to ſixty 


pounds weight. And. Haring his Soldiers, pa 
| In 
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den at the ſame rate, were inurd to march in 
Battalia five Leagues in five hours ; and ſome- 


times, upon any urgent occaſion, ſix, Their . 


Military Diſciphne was much ruder than ours, 
and accordingly produced much greater effefts. 
The younger Sczpio, reforming his Army in 
Spain, ordered his Soldiers to eat ſtanding, and 
nothing that was dreſt. The Jeer that was gi- 
ven a Lacedemonian Soldier, is marvelloufly pat 


- upon this account, who, in an Expedition of 


War, was reproached to have been ſeen under 
the Roof of a Houſe: They were ſo inurd to 
Hardſhip , that, let the Weather be what it 
would, it was a ſhame to be ſeen under any 
other Cover than the Roof of Heaven. We 
ſhould not march our People very far at that 
rate. As to what remains, Marce//;nus, a Man 
bred up in the Rowan Wars, does curioufly obs 
ſerve the manner of the Parthians arming them- 
ſ&lves ; and the rather, for being fo different 
from that of the Romans. They had,fays he, Arms ,,,,,x 
ſo artificially woven, as to have the Scollops fall o- the Par- 
ver ove another like ſo many little Feathers ; which tans: 
did nothing hinder the Motion of the Body, and 
yet were of ſuch Reſiſtauce, that our Darts. hitting 
—” them, would rebound : ( Which were the 
Coates of Male our Fore-Fathers were ſo con- 
ſantly wont to uſe.) And in another place ; 
They had ( fays he ) ftrong and able Horſes, cove- 
red with thick tann'd Hides of Leather, and were 
themſeFves armed Cap a Pie with great Plates of 
tron, ſo artificially ordered, that in all parts of 
the Limbs, which required bending; they aſſiſted 
Motion. 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Booklt. 
Motion. One would have faid, that they had: 
been Men of Iron ; having Arms for the Head 
ſo neatly fitted, and ſo naturally repreſenting. 
the form of a Face, that they were no where 
vulnerable, ſave at two little round Holes, that 
gave them a little Light ; and certain ſmall 
Chinks about their Mourh,and Noſtrils,through 
which they did, with great difficulty, breath, 


 Flexilis induftis animatur lamina membris, 
Horribilis viſu, credas fimulacra mover 
Ferrea, cognatoque viros ſpirare metallo. 
Par veſtitus equts, ferrata fronte minantur, 
Ferratoſque movent ſecuricvulneris armos, 


Stiff Plates of Steel over the Body laid, 

By Armorers Skill, ſo flexible were made, 
"Thar, dreadful to be ſeen, you would think theſe 
Not living Men, but moving Images : 
TheHorlſe,like-arnvd,Spikeswore inFronts above 


And fearleſs,on their Iron Shoulders move. 


<V* 


| 


| 


- A Deſcription very near reſembling the Equi- 
page of the Men at Arms in France, with their 
Barded Horſes. 


Plutarch ſays, that Demetrius 
cauſed two compleat Suits. of Arms to be made 
for himſelf, and for Alcinus, a Captain of the 
greateſt Note and Authority about him, of ſix 
ſcore Pounds weight each, whereas the ordina- 
ry Suits weighed but half ſo much. 
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nat | ; 

wy Make no doubt, but that I oft happen to 
ſpeak of rhings That are much better, and 


more truly handled by thoſe who are Maſters 
of the Trade. This here is purely an Eſtay of 
my Natural Parts, and not of thoſe acquired : 
and whoever {hall take me tripping in my Ig- 
norance, - will not in any ſort difpleaſe me ; 
for 1 ſhould be very unwilling to become re- 
ſponſible to another for my Writings, who am 
not ſo to my ſelf, nor ſatisfied with them. Who- | ap 83 
ever goes in queſt of Knowledge, let him filh | 
for it where it is to be found ;; there is nothing | 
@ & I 6 little profeſs. Pheſe are Fancies of my 
own, by 'which I do not pretend to: diſcover 
« & things, but to lay open my ſelf ::' They may, 
 & peradventure, one day be known to me, or 
have formerly been, according as my Fortune 
| has been able to bring me in place where they 
have been explained ; but I have utterly forgot 
them: and if [lama Manof ſome Reading, Iam 
a Man of no Retenſion : So that I can promiſe 
no Certainty, if not to make known to what 
certain Mark the Knowledge I now have does 
riſe. - Therefore let no Body inſiſt upon the 
Matter 1 write, but my Method in writing; 
Let them obſerve in what I borrow, it I have 
known how to chuſe what is proper to raiſe, or 
releive the Invention, which is always my own. 
K | For 
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xz0- Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book. II; 
6<1-j ForT make others ſay for me, what, either for 
| want of Language, or want of Senſe, I cannot 

x) | my ſelf wellexpreſs. I do not number my Bor. 
; rowings, 3 weigh them. And had I deſigned 

to raiſe their Eſtimate by their Number, I had 
made' them twice as many. They are all, or 
within a very few, fo fam'd and ancient Aus 
thors, that they ſeem, methinks, themſelves 
ſufficiently to tell who they are, without giving 

me the trouble. In Reaſons, Compariſons jo. 
Arguments, if I tranſplant any into my own 

Soil, and confound them amongſt my own, I 
purpoſely conceal rhe Author, to awe the Te- 
merity of thoſe precipitous Cenſures, that fall 
upon all ſorts of Writings ; particularly, the late 
ones, of Men yet living, and in the Vulgar 
Tongue, which put every one into a Capacity 

| of Cenſuring, and which ſeem to convince the 
Authors themſelves of Vulgar Conception and 

x) ; Deſign. I will have them wound Plutarch 
_- | through my Sides, and rail againſt Sezeca when 
|they think they rail at me. I muſt ſhelter my 
lown Weakneſs under theſe great Reputations ; 

I ſhall love any one that can plume me, that is, 

by Clearneſs of Underſtanding and Judgment, 

and by the ſole Diſtinf&tion of the Force and 
Beauty of Diſcourſe. For I, who, for want of 
Memory, am at every turn at a loſs to pick 
them our of their National Livery, am yet wiſe 

. enough to know, by the Meaſure of my own 
Eq," x Abilities, that my Soll is incapable of producing 
any of thoſe rich Flowers, that I there find ſer, 

x growing ; and that all the Fruits of yp 

rowt 
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Growth are not worth any one of them. For . 
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this, indeed, I hold my elf very reſponſible, 
though the Confeſſion makes againſt me ; if 
there be any Vanity and Vice 1n my Writings, 
which I do not. of my ſelf perceive, nor can dif- 
cern, when pointed out to me by another ; for 
mw Faults eſcape the Eye, but the Infirmity 
of Ju 


+ ——— 


dgment conſiſts in not being able to dif- 


\ cern them, when, by another, laid open to us. 


Knowledge and Truth may be in us without 
Judgment, and Judgment alſo without them ; 
but the Contefſion ef Ignorance 15 one of the 
faireſt and ſureſt Teſtimonies of Judgment that I 


know :Thaveno other Officer to put my Writings - 


in Rayk and File, but only Fortune. As things 
come into my head, I heap them one upon ano- 
ther, which ſometimes advance in whole Bodies, 
ſometimes in ſingle Files : I am content that 
every one ſhould fee my natural and ordinary 
Pace, as ill as it is, I ſuffer my {elf to jog on, 
at my own rate and eaſe. Neither are theſe 
Subjects, which a Man is not permitted to be 
=__ in, or caſually, and at a venture, to 


xſcourſe of. I could wiſh:to have a more per- ; 


tet Knowledge of things, but I will not buy it 
ſo dear as it will coſt, My deſign is to paſs 
over eaſily, and not labortouſly, the Remain- 
der of my. Life. There is nothing that I will 
cudgel my Brains about ; no, not Knowledge, 
of what price ſoever. I ſeek, in the reading 
of Books, only to pleaſe my ſelf, by an irre- 
proachable Divertion : Or if I ſtudy, 'tis for 


no other Science, than what treats of the 


K 2 Knowledge 


228% 


s £4 0076 | 


jel 


ploig 
| q/C: 


Y 6c In 


I 32 Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. | Book If 
Knowledge of my felf, and inſtructs me how 
, to dye, and live well. 


| Probilibq. Has meus ad metas ſudet oportet equus. 
; eg. . 


I to'this only Courſe 
Train up, and in it only breath my Horle. 


I do not bite my Nails about the Difficulties I 
meet with in my Reading ; after a Charge, or 
two, I give them over. ' Should 'T inſiſt upon 
them, I ſhould both loſe my ſelf, and time; 
for I have an impatient Underſtanding, that 
muſt be ſatisfied at firſt : What I do not diſcern 
at firſt, is, by Perſiſtency, rendred more ob- 
{cure. I do nothing without Gayety ; Conti 
nuation, and a: too obſtinate Endeavour, dar- 
kens, ſtupifies and tires my Judgment. My 
Sight 1s confounded and diffipated with poring ; 
I muſt withdraw it, and refer my Diſcovery to 
new Attempts: Juſt, as to judge rightly of the 
Luftre Scarlet, we are taught to-paſs it lightly 
with the Eye, in running it over at.ſeveral ſud- 
dain and reiterated Views and Glances: If one 
Book do not pleaſe me, I take another, and ne- 
ver meddle with any, but at ſuck times as Tam 
weary of doing nothing. I care'not much for 
new ones, becauſe the old ſeem fuller, and of 
ſtronger Reaſon ; neither do I much tamper 
with Greek Authors, my Knowledge in that 
Language being too little to read them with any 
delight. Amongſt thoſe that are ſimply plea« 
fant, of the Moderns, Boceace his Decameron, 
: DOES = Ratehiy, 
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worth Reading. 


Rabelais, and the Baſſa of Johannes Secundus (if 
thoſe may be ranged under that Title ) are 
As to Amadis de Gaule, and 
ſuch kind of ſtuff, they had not the Credit to 
take me, ſo much as in my Childiſh Years. 
And I will moreover fay ( whether boldly, or 
raſhly) that this old, heavy Soul of mine is 
now no longer delighted with Aria/to ; no, nor 
with 0vid ; and that his Facility and Invention, 
with which I was formerly 1o raviſhed, are now 
of no more Relih, and I can hardly have the 
patience to read him. I ſpeak my Opinion free- 
ly of all things, even of thoſe that, perhaps, 
exceed my Capacity, and that I donot conceive 
to be, in any wiſe, under my Juriſdiction. And 
accordingly, the Judgment I deliver, is to ſhew 
the Meaſure of my own Sight, and not of the 
things I make fo bold to cenfure : When I find 
my ſelf diſguſted with Plato's Axiochus, as with 
a Work ( with due Reſpect. to ſuch an Author 
be it ſpoken ) without force , my Judgment 


* does not believe it ſelf : It is not ſo arrogant as 


to oppoſe the Authority of ſu many other ta- 
mous Judgments of Antiquity, which it conſt- 
ders as its Regents and Maſters, and with whom 
it is rather content to err. In ſuch a Caſe, it 
condemns it ſelf, either for ſtapping at the out- 


ward Bark, not being able to penetrate to the 
Heart, or for conſidering it by ſome falſe Light, - 


and is content with ſecuring it ſelf from Trouble 
and Error only ; and, as to its own Weakneſs, 


| does frankly acknowledge and confeſs it. It 


thinks it gives a juſt Interpretation, according 
. K 3 to 
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£34 Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. BooklI, 
to the Appearances, by its Conceptions preſen- 
ted to it; but they are weak and imperfe&. 
X50p. x Moſt of the Fables of E/op have in them ſeve- 
ral Senſes and Meanings, of which, the Myzbu- 
logiſts choſe ſome one, that quadrates well to 
the Fable ; but, for the moſt part, 'tis but the 
firſt Face that preſents it ſelf, and is Superficial 


only : There yet remain others more lively, ef- 

ſeatial and =; into which they have not 
. been able to penetrate ; and juſt fo do I. 

Bur, to purſue the buſineſs of this Eifay, I 


Zn Beels's have always thought, that in Poeſie, Virgil, 
Lucretins, Catullus and Horace do many degrees 


Genaick, Excel the reſt ; and fignally, YVirg/ in his Geor- 
Heng icks, which I Took upon tor the moſt accom- 


AndLu- Jove Lacan, and willingly read him ; not fo 
Za  muchfor his Style, as for his own Worth, and 
the Truth and Solidity of his Opinions and 

Of Te- Judgments. As for Terence, I find the Queint- 
2c neſs and Eloquencies of the Latin Tongue to ad- 
mirable lively to repreſent our Manners, and 

the Movements of the Soul, that our A&tions 

throw me, at every turn, upon'him ; and can- 

not read him ſo oft, that Ido not ſtill diſcover 

« fome new Grace and Beauty. Such as Jiv'd 

near YVirgil's time, were ſcandalized, that ſome 
ſhould compare him with Lacretzus, I am, I 
| confels, 


Of Lucre- 
tius. 
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WT. Chap. 10. Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 135 
n- - confeſs, of Opinion, that the Compariſon is, 

t. B in truth, very unequal; a Belief that, never- 

e- & theleſs, I have much ado to aſſure my ſelf in, 

o- M when I meet with ſome excellent Paſſages in 

to Lucretius. But if they were ſo angry at this 

he W Compariſon, what would they have'ſaid of the 

al M Brutiſh and Barbarous Stupidity of thoſe, who, 

{- Þ at this Hour, cempare him with Arzefto 2 Or 

of would not Ario/to himſelf fay ? 


ht; 5 iy / Catullus 
[ 0 Seclum infipiens, & infacetum m_ 
Ss  Tthink the Ancients had more reaſon to be an- x rence. 
'- W gry with thoſe who compared Plautus with 7e- 
. rence, than Lucretius with Virgil. It makes 2) 
xf © much for the Eſtimation and Preference of 7e- 
e rence, that the Father of the Roman Eloquence 
I- tas him fo often in his'Mouth ; and the Sen- 
| tence, that the beſt Judge of Roman Poets has 
s palsd upon the other. I have often obſerved, « 
0 Þ that thoſe of our times, who take upon them ' 


0 
b to write Comedies (in.imitation of the 7talzans, 
] I - whoare happy enough in that way of Writing) 
1 & take in three or four Arguments of thoſe of 
- & Plautus, or Terence, to make one of theirs, and of Te- 
. crowd five or ſix of Boccace his Novels, into one rence.' 
1 & fingle Comedy. And that which makes them 
) ſo load themſelves with Matter, is the Dith- 
dence they have of being able to ſupport them- 
" | ſelves with their own Strength. They mult find 
| F out ſomething to lean to; and having not of 
* their own wherewithtoentertain the Audience, 
| 8 bring in the Story, to ſupply the defect of Lan- 
ES: K 4 guage. 
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guage: :: Tt:is- quite otherwiſe with my Author; 
the |Elegancy: and :Perfeftion of his - way of 
Speaking,” makes us loſe the Appetite of his 
Plot: His fine Expreſſion, Elegancy and Queint- 
neſs 15 every where Taking : He 1s fo pleaſant 


throughout. 


> 
-0 


Liquidus, puroque (tmillimus amni. 


Liquid, and like a Cryſtal running Stream. 


And does fo poſleſs the Soul with his Graces, 

| that we forget thoſe of his Fab/e. This very 

2/« o: » Conſideration carries me further : I _obſerve,, 
" that the beſt and moſt ancient Poets have ayoi- 

ded the Aﬀectation, and hunting after, not on- 

ly: of fantaſtick Spaniſh, and Petrarchick Eleva- 

tions, but'even the ſofteſt, and moſt gentle 
Touches, which are the only Ornaments of 

« ſucceeding Poeſie. And. yet there is no good 
Judgment that will - condemn this in the Ane 
cients, and that does not incomparably more 
admire the equal Politeneſs, and that perpetual 
Sweetneſs, end flouriſhing Beauty, that appears 
Compari- 1n:Catullus his Epigrams, than all the Stings 
Jon be- ' with: which Martial arms the Tails of his. 
tullus and T-BiS is by the ſame Reaſon that I gave before, 
Martial. .and as Martial ſays of himſelf ; Minus 711; inge- 
mo PIZ 70 laborandum fuit, in cujus locum materia ſucceſ- 
©  ſerat.'; Theſe firſt, without being mov?d, or 
making themſelves angry, make themſelves ſut- 
ficiently” felt ; they have matter enough of 
Laughter throughout, they need not tickle 
WIT 0 themſelves 


— 
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themſelves : ,The others have need of Foreign s =), 


PTE EDT: - 


Aſſiſtance ; as they have the Teſs Wit, - they 
mult have the more Body ; they mount on 
Horſeback, becauſe they are not able to ſtand 
on their own Legs. As 1n our Balls, thoſe 
mean Fellows that teach to dance, not being 
able to repreſent the Preſence and Decency of 
our Nobleneſs, are fain to ſupply it with dan- 
gerous Leaps, and other ſtrange Motions, and 
tantaſtick Tricks. And the Ladies are leſs put 
roit in Dances, where thee are ſeveral Coupees, 
Changes, and quick Motions of Body, than in 
ſome other of a more ſolemn kind, where they 
are-only to move a natural Pace, and to repre- 
ſent their ordinary Grace and Preſence. And, 
as I have alſo ſeen good Tumblers, when in 
their own Every-day-Cloaths, and with the 
ſame Face they always wear, give us all the 
pleaſure of their Art, when their Apprentices, 
not yet arrived to ſuch a pitch of Perfection, 
are fain to meal their Faces, put themſelves in- 
to ridiculous Diſguiſes, and make a hundred 
Mimick Faces, to prepare us for Laughter. 
This Conception of mine 1s no where more de- 
monſtrable, than in comparing the Aeid with 
Orlando Furioſo ; of which, we ſee the firſt, 
by Dint of Wing, flying in a brave and lofty 
Place, and always following his Point ; the lat- 
ter, fluttering and hopping from Tale to Tale, 
2s from Branch to Branch, not daring to truſt his 
Wings but in very ſhort Flights, and pearching at 
every turn, leſt his Breath and Force ſhould fail. 


Excurſuſque breves tentat. 


Theſe 
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- Theſe then, as to this ſort of Subjets, are the 
1/4 , Authors that beſt pleaſe me. As to what con- 
'_  cerns my other Reading that mixes a little more 
Profit with the Pleaſure, and from whence [ 


Chap: 10. Seigneur de Montaigrs Eſſays. &Y 
are Platonick, ſweet, and accommodated to Ci- 
on- | vil Society : Thoſe of the other are Sroical and 
ore | Epicurean, more remote from the common 
e I # Uſance; but, in my Opinion, more eſpecially 
ali- | proper, and more firm. Seneca ſeems to lean 


ſe, | a little tothe Tyranny of the Emperours of his 

nd time, and only ſeems ; for I take it for gran- - 

'e- | ted, that he ſpeak againſt his Judgment, when 

We he condemns the Generous Action of thoſe who 

'S, aſſaſſinated Ceſar. Plutarch is frank through- | 
of out. Sexeca abounds with brisk Touches and ; 5eneca. __ 


h EK Sallies : Plutarch with things that heats and | Platarch. 


ES moves you more; this contents and pays you | 

ſt better. This guides us, the other pufhes us on. | Y 

t | As to Cicero, thoſe of his Works that are moſt 

c uſeful to my Deſign, arethey that treat of Phy- 

- loſophy, eſpecially Moral : But boldly to confeſs 

; the truth, his way of Writing, and that of all 

- other Long-winded Authors, appears to me ve- 

; ry tedious: For his Prefaces, Definitions, Di- | | 
| viſions and Etimologies take up the greateſt | 
part of his Work : Whatever there 1s of Life and Cenjure of F 


Marrow, is ſmother'd and loſt in the Prepara- © 
tion. When I have ſpent an hour in reading 
him ( which 1s a great deal for me) and recol- 
left what I have thence extratted of Juice and 
Subſtance ; for the moſt part I find nothing but 
Wind ; forhe isnot yet come to the Arguments 
that ſerve to his purpoſe, and the Reaſons that 
ſhould properly help to looſe the Knot I would 
untye. For me, who only deſire to become 
more Wiſe, not more Learned or Eloquent, 
theſe Logical or Ariſtotelian Diſpoſitions of Parts 
are 
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are of no uſe. I would have a Man begin with 
the main Propoſition, and that wherein the 

£ AE x force of the Argument lies; I know well enough 
what Death and Pleaſure are, Tet no Man give 
himſelf the trouble to anatomize them to 

f) me; I look forgood and folid Reaſons at the 

— firſt daſh to inſtruct me how to. ſtand the 
Shock, and reſiſt them ; to which purpoſe, 
neither Grammatical Subtilties, nor the queint 
Contexture of Words and Argumentations are 
of any uſe at all : Iam for Diſcourſes that gives 
the firſt Charge into the Heart of the Doubt ; 
his languiſh about his Subjects, and delay our 

« Expetation. Thoſe are proper for the Schools, 
for the Bar, and for the Pulpit, where we have 
leiſure to nod, and may awake a quarter of an 
hpur after time enough to find again the Thread 
of the Diſcourſe. It is neceſſary to ſpeak after 
this manner to Judges, whom a Man has a De- 

. ſign, Right or Wrong, to encline to favour his 
Cauſe, to Children and Common-people ; to 
whom a Man muſt fay all he can, and try what 
eftects his Eloquence can produce. I would 

) not have an Author make it his buſineſs ro render 
me attentive: Or that he ſhould cry out fifty 
times , Oyez, as the Clerks and Heralds do. 
The Romans in their Religious Exerciſes, began 
with Foc age: As we in' ours do with Surſum 
corda, which are ſo many words loſt to me : I 

«come thither already fully prepared from my 
Chamber, I need no Allurement, no Invitation, 
no Sauce; I eat the Meat Raw, ſo that, inſtead 

of whetting my Appetite by theſe Cage We 
they 
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they tire, and pall it. Will theLicenſe of the 4,4, 
time excuſe the Sacrilegious Boldneſs to cenſure Plato. 


the Dzalogiſms of Plato himſelf, for as dull and 
heavy as the other before nad, whilſt he too 
much ſtifles his Matter ? And to lament ſo much 


time loſt by a Man who had fo many better 


things to ſay, in ſo many long and needleſs 
Preliminary Interlocutions ? My Ignorance will 
better excuſe me in that, Iunderſtand not Greek 
ſo well, as to diſcern the Beauty of his Language. 
[ would generally chuſe Books that uſe Sciences, 
not ſuch as only lead to them. The two firft, 
and P/:yy, and their like, have nothing of this 
Hoc age; they will have to do with Men al- 
ready inſtructed ; or if they have, 'tis a ſub- 
ſtantial Foc age, and that has a Body by it ſelf. 
Talſo delight in reading his Epiſtles, ad Atticum ; 
not only becauſe they contain a great deal of. 
Hiſtory, and the Afairs of his time ; but much 
more becauſe I therem diſcover much of his own 
private Humour : For I have a fingular curioſi- 
Eb [ have faid elfewhere ) to pry into the 
als, and the Natural and True Judgments of 


_ the Authors with whom I converſe. A Man 


may indeed judge of their Parts, but not of their 
Manners, nor of themſelves, by the Writings 
they expoſeupon the Theatre of the World. I 


havea thouſand times lamented the loſs of the 


Treatiſe Brutus writ upon Vertue ; tor it is beſt 
Learning the 7heorie of thoſe' who beſt know 
the Prattick. But ſeeing the thing preached, 
and the Preacher are ditierent things, I would 
as willingly ſee Brutus 1n Plutarch, asina Book 
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142 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IT.” 
of his own. IT would rather chuſe to be cer- 
tainly inform d of the Conference he had in his 
Tent with ſome particular Friend of his the night 
before a Battle, than of the Harangue he made 
the next day to his Army ; and of what he did 
in his Cloſſet and his Chamber, than what he 

_ did in the Publick Place, and in the Senate. As 

' Oc615 to Cicero, I am of the common Opinion thar 

(Learning excepted ) he had no great Natural 

at) Parts. He was a qe Citizen, of an affable 
Nature, as all fat, heavy Men, ſuch as he was, 

uſually are: But given tocaſe, and had a mighty 

> _ /, ſhare of Vanity and Ambition. Neither do [ 

157%) know how to excuſe him for thinking hisPoetry 

fit to be publiſk't. Tis no great Imperfe&tion 

to make ill Verſes ; but it is an ImperfeCtion, 

not to be able to judge how unworthy his Ver- 

2p) Tes were of the Glory of his Name. For what 

avout : , - 

/ concerns his Eloquence, that 1s totally out of 

. compariſon, andI believe it will never be equal'd. 
The younger Cicero, who reſembled his Father 
in nothing but in Name, whilſt commanding in 
Afa, had ſeveral Strangers one day at his 'Ta- 
ble, and, amongſt the reſt, Cz/tius ſeated at the. 
lower end, as Men often intrude to the open 
Tables of the Great: Cicero ask't one of the 
Waiters who that Man was, who preſently told 
him his Name: But he, as one that had his 
Thoughts taken up with ſomething elſe, and 
that had forgot the Anſwer made him, asking 
three or four times, over, and over again, the 
fame Queſtion ; the Fellow, to deliver himſelf 
trom ſo many Queſtions, and to make _—_— 
im 


Chap. 10. Sergneur,de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


y EE OE ee OE ry nn RE EN PIE T HFA Or u9s . m 
* 0 ; CAS is 4 & TH 7," FLY 4 c be... 5-45 ra Re” x 35 = LE eve9 y ; 
\ L "a LR, | 
4 
- be 
F 


143: 
him by ſome particular Circumſtance; *Tis that 
Ceſtins, ſaid he, of whom it was told you, that 
he makes no great Account of your Fathers Elo- 
quence in comparifon of his own. At which, 
Cicero being ſuddenly nettled, commanded poor 
Ceſtius preſently to be ſeiz'd, and causd him to 
be very well whip't in his own preſence ; avery 
diſcourteous Entertainer ! Yet even amongſt x =) 
thoſe, who, all things conſider'd, have reputed 
his Eloquence incomparable ; there have been 


ſome however, who have not ſtuck to obſerve 


ſome Faults in his Writing : As that Great Bru- 
tas his Friend for example, who faid*twas a bro- 


ken and feeble Eloquence, frattlam & elumbem. 
The Orators alſo neareſt to the Age wherein he 


| livd, reprehended in him the Care he had of 


a certain. long Cadence in his Periods, and parti- 


_ cularly took notice of theſe Words, efſe videas 
tur, Which he there ſo oft makes uſe of. For 


my part, I better approve of a ſhorter Style, 
and that comes more roundly off. He does, 
though ſometimes, ſhuffle his Parts more brisk- 
ly together, but *tis very ſeldom. I have my 


ſelf taken notice of this one Paſſage, Ego vero... ;, | 


me minus diu ſenem mallem, quam eſſe ſenem, ante- Sencet. 


quam efſem. The Hiſtorians are my true Pro- | £ <*%,” | 


vince, for they are pleaſant and eaſie, where | 
immediately Man in general, the Knowledge of 
whomT hunt after, does there appear more ve- | 
ly and intire than any where beſides : The Va- 
riety and Truth of his Internal Qualities, in 
ols and peace-meal, the diverſity. of means 
y which he is united and knit, and the ra 
ents 
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E'C--x dents that threaten him. Now thoſe that write 
Lives, by reaſon they inſiſt more upon Counlels 

than Events, more upon what fallies from with- 
in, than upon that which happens without, are 

the moſt proper for my reading ; and therefore, 

, above all others, Plutarch is the Man for me. 

Iam very ſorry we have not a dozen Laertii, 

or that he was not further extended, and better 
underſtood : ForIam equally curious to know 

the Lives and Fortunes of theſe great InſtruQtors 

of the World, as toknow the Diverſities of their 
Dottrines and Opinions. In this kind of Stu- 

dy (the reading of Hiſtories ) a Man .muſt 
tumble over, without diſtinction, all ſorts of 
Authors, both Antick and Modern ; as well Bar- 

barous and Abſolute, as thoſe of current Lan- 

guape, there to know the things of which they 

cela's variouſly treat : But Ceſar, in my Opinion, par- 
Com. 0 ticularly deſerves to be ſtudied, not for the 
Knowledge of the Hiſtory only, but for himſelf, 
fo great an Excellenceand PerteCtion he has a- 
bove all the reſt, though Sa/uf be one of the 
number. In earneſt, I read this Author with 
more reverence and reſpect than is uſually al- 
low'd to Humane Writings; one while conſider- 
ing him in his Perſon, by his Aftions and mira- 
culous Greatneſs, and another in the Purity and 
inimitable Neatneſs of his Language and Style, 
wherein he not only excels all other Hiſtorians, 
as Ciceroconfeſles, but peradventure, even Cicero 
himſelf ; ſpeaking of his Enemies with fo much 
Sincerity iO his Jad ment ; that, the falſe Co- 


— 


lours with which he firives to palliate his ill 
Cauſe, 


| (5ars lis 
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 Condutt,. but that. his own Perſonal Valour 


Cauſe, and the Ordureof his Peſtilent Ambition 
excepted,. I thinF there 1s no Fault to be obje- 
Qed againſt him, ſaving.this , that he, ſpeaks 
too. ſparingly. of himſelf, ſeeing ſo many great 
things could. not have been pertornvd under his 


muſt neceſſarily have had a greater ſhare in the 
Execution, than he attributes to himſelf.. I love + 
Hiſtorians, who are either very ſincere, or ve- 
xy excellent. The Sincere who havenothing of 
their. own, to, mix withit, .and who only make 
it their Buſineſs to make a Faithful ColleCtion 
of all that cames to their Knowledge, and Faith- 
fully to-recard all things without Choice or Pre- | 
judice, leaving to us the entixe Judgment of 
diſcerning the Truth of things... Such, for ex- 
ample amongſt others, as honeſt Froifſard, who proifura, 
has. proceeded in his Undertaking with ſofrank 
a Plainneſs, , that having committed an Error, 
he is not aſham'd to confeſs, and corre&t it in 
the place where the Finger has been laid, and 
who repreſents to us, even the Variety of Ru- 
mours that were then ſpread abroad, and the 
different Reports that were made to him ; which 


1s the naked and unafieted Matter of Hiſtory, 


and of which every one may make his Profit, 
according, to, his proportion of Underſtanding, 
The more excellent ſort of Hiſtorians have Judg- 
ment to pick out what is moſt worthy to be 
known ; and, of two Reports, to examine which 


| is the moſt likely to be true : From the Condi- 
tion of Princes, and their Humours, they con- 


clude the Counfels, and attribute to them Words 
: 'L but 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book. II. 
proper for the Occaſion ; and ſuch have Title 
to aſſume the Authority of Regulating our Be- 
lief to. what they themſelves believe ; but cer- 
tainly, this Privilege belongs not to every one. 
For the middle fort of Hiſtorians. ( of which, 
the moſt part are) they ſpoil all ; they will 
chew our Meat for us, they take upon them to 
judge of, and conſequently, to incline the Hi- 
ſtory to their own Liking ; tor if the Judgment 
partially lean to one fide, a Man cannot avoid 
wreſting and Writhing his Narrative to that 
Byaſs. They undertage to chuſe things worthy 
to be known, and yet very oft conceal from us 
ſuch a Word, ſuch a private Action, as would 
much ' better inſtru& us ; omit, as incredible, 
ſuch things as they do not underſtand, and per- 
adventure ſome, becauſe they cannot expreſs 


_ them well in good French or Latin. Let them, 


in God's Name, diſplay their Eloquence, and 
judge according to their own fancy : but let 
them, withall, leave us ſomething to judge of 
after them, and neither alter, nor diſguiſe, by 
their Abridgments, and at their own Choice, 
any thing of the ſubſtance of the Matter ; but 
deliver it to us pure and entire 1n all its Dimen- 
tions. For the moſt part, and eſpecially in theſe 
latter Ages, Perſons are cull'd out for this Work, 
from amongſt the Common-people, upon the 
ſole Conſideration of Well-ſpeaking, as if we 


were to learn Grammar from thence ; and the 


Men ſo choſen have alſo reaſon, being hired for 
2 other End, and pretending to nothing but 
Babble, not to be very follicitous of any part 
"Y ; but 
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5 whereof they write, or who have' participated 
; in the Condutt of them, or, at leaſt, who have 
4 had the Condu*t of others of the Tame na ure. 

Such almoſt, are all the Greek and Roma; 


feveral Eye-Witneſſes having writ of 'th 
© | Subjet, in the time when Grandeur and Lear- 
/ ning frequently met in the fame Perſon ) if there 


F happen to be an Errour, it muſt of neceſſity be 
a very ſlight one, and upon a very doubtful Ac- 
cident. What can a Man expett from a Phyfrs 
: cian, who will undertake to wrice of Wax% or , 
from a mere Scholar, treating upon the Deſigns 
of Princes ? If we could take notice how rehigt- | 
ous the Romans were in this, there would need + ©,” © 
but this Example : A4/tnzus Pollio found in the | 
Hiſtory of Czſar himſelf, ſomething miſ-repor- 
ted ; a Miſtake occaſioned, either by reaſon he 
could not have his Eye in all parts of his Army 
at once, and had given Credit to fome particu- 
lar Perſon, who had not delizer'd him a very 
true Account ; or elſe, for not having had too 
perfect notice given him by his Lieutenants, of 
what they had done in his Abſence. By which 
we may fee, whether the Inquiſition after Truth 
be not very delicate, when a Man cannot believe -. 
the Report of a Battle from the Knowledge of 
him who there commanded, nor from the Sol- 
_diers who were engaged in it, unleſs, after the 
L 2 method 
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 Methodof a Judiciary Information, the Witnef- 
ſes be confrouted, and, the Challenges received 
upon the Proof of the-PunStillio's of every Acci- 
dent. In good earneſt, the Knowledge we haye 
of our own privare Afﬀairs, is much more ob- 
ſcure : But that has been ſufficienily, handled by 
Bodin, and according to my own Sentiment, A 
little to relieve the weakneſs of my Memory :(fo 
extream, that it has hapned. to me; more than 
once, to take Books again into my hand for new, 
and unſeen, that I had carefully read over a few 
Years before, -and ſcribled with my Notes ) I 
have taken a Cuſtom of late, to fix at tiic end of 
every Book ( that is, of thoſe I never intended ' 
to read again ) the Time, when I made an end 
ont, and the Judgment I had made of it, to the 
end that that might, at leaſt, repreſent to me the 
Air: and general Idea, I had conceiv dof the Au- 
thor 1n reading it; and I will here tranſcribe 
x ſome of thoſe Annotations. I writ this, ſome 
Cenſure of ten Years ago, in my Guicciardin (of what Lan- 
An. guage ſoever my Books ſpeakto me in, I always | 
ISR ſpeak to them Oy own ; ) He is a diligent Hi- 
61": } ſtorographer, and from whom, in my Opmion, a 
) an EEE of the Aﬀatrs of tis time, 
as exattly as from any other ; in the mo of which 
he was himſelf alſo a perſonal Aftor, and in honou- 
rable Command. Tis not to be imagined, that he 
ſhould have diſguiſed any thing, either upon the ac- 
count of Hatred, Favour, or Vanity ; of which, the 
liberal Cenſures he paſſes upon the Great Ones ; and 
particularly, thoſe by whom he was advanced, and * 
eengloyed in Commands of great Truſt and Honour 
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(as Pope Clement the Seventh) give ample Teſti- 


. mony. As to that part, which he thinks himſelf the 
beſt at, namely, hu Digreſſions and Diſcourſes ; he 


has, indeed, very good ones, and enrich'd with fine 
Expreſſions ; but be! is too fond of them : for, to 
leave nothing unſaid, having a Subje& ſo plain, 
ample, and almoſt infinite, he degenerates into Pe- 
dantry,and reliſhes a little of the Scholaſting Prattle. 
I have alſo obſerved this in him, That of ſo many 
Souls, and ſo many Effefts ; ſo many Motives, and 
Jo many Counſels as he judges of, he never attributes 
any one to Vertue, Religion, or Conſcience ; as if 
all thoſe were utterly extin&t in the World : And 
of all the Attions, how brave, in outward ſhew, ſoc- 
ver they appear in themſelves, he always throws the 
Cauſe and Motive upon ſome vicious Occaſion, or 
ſome proſpect of Prof. It is impoſſible to imagine, 


. but that, amongſt ſuch an infinite number of Actions, 


as he makes mention of, there muſt be ſome one pro- 
duced by the way of Reaſon, No Corruption could 
fo univerſally have infetted Men, that ſome one 
would''not have eſcaped the Contagion : Which 
makes \me ſuſpett, that his own Taſte was vicious ; 
from whence it might happen, that he judged other 


Men by himſelf. Tn my Philip de Comines, there 4uq of 
is this written ; Tow will here find the Language Philip de_.X 
fweet and delightful, of a native Simplicity, the —_ q 


Narration pure, and wherein the Veracity of the © 
Author does evidently ſhine ; free from Vanity, 
when ſpeaking of himſelf ; and from Aﬀedtion or 
Envy, when ſpeaking of others : His Diſcourſes 
and Exhortations more accompanied with Zeal and 
Truth, than with any exquiſite Sufficiency ; and 
TY L3- throughout, 
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throughout, with Authority" and Gravity, which 

Jpeak him a Man of Extrafion, and nouriſhed up 

79 great Aﬀairs. Upon the Memoirs of Mon- 
Ju Beloy. fieur 4« Be/ay, I find this ; Tis always pleaſant 
| a2.) to read things writ by theſe that have experimen- 
Ei * ted how they ought to be carried on; but withal, 
| it cannot be denyed but Were is a manifeſt Deca- 
dence in theſe two Lords from the freedem and lis 

berty of Writing, that (hineF in the ancient Hiſto- 


rians : Such as the Sirede Jovin- ville, a Dome- 

ſtick to St.Louis ; Egind, Chancellor to Charle- 

main ; and, of - latter daN; in Philip de Com- 

mines. Thw here is rather an Apology for King 

Francis, agazzſt the Emperor Charles the Fif/h, 

than a Hiſtory. I will not believe that they have 

falhfied any thing, as to Matter of Fa ; but they 

make a common pratice of wreſting the Tudgment of 
Events ( wery often contrary to Reaſon ) to our ad- 

vantage, and of omitting whatſoever is nice to be 

handled in the Life of their Maſter ; witneſs the 

Relation of Meſſieurs de Montmorency, and de 

| Brion, which were here omitted : nay, ſo much as 
y ' , the very name of Madam d Eſtampes us not here to 
| 04 3) to be found. Secret Aftions an Hiſtorian may con- 
|. © — ceal; but to paſs over in filence what all the World 
knows, and things that have drawn after them 

publick Conſequences, is an inexcuſable defett. In 

| Coon it Whoever has a mind to have a perfett Knows 
nd ledge of King Francis, amd. the Revolutions of his 
' Reign, let him ſeek it elſewhere, if my Advice 
ach) may prevail. The only profit a Man can reap from 

- hence is, from the particular Narrative of Battles, 
and other Exploits of War, wherein theſe Gentle- 
men 
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men were perſonally engaged ; Seeds en Vie 


wvate Actions of the Princes of their time, and the 
Praflices and Negotiations carried on by the Seig- 
neyr de Langcay ; where, indeed, there are, eve- 


ry where, things worthy to be known, and Diſcour- 
ſes above the vulgar Strain. 


CHAP. XI. 
Of Cruelty. 


ISL 


F Fancy Vertue to be ſomething elſe , and bdine 
1 tions to 
ſomething more noble, than good Nature, Gredneſa, 


and the meer Propenſion to Goodneſs, that we 


are born into the World withall. Well diſpogd, y » ; 


and well deſcended Souls purſue, indeed, the 
ſame Methods, and repreſent the ſame ' Face, 
that Vertue it ſelF does 0 the word Yertue 
imports, I know not what, more preat, and 
Wire than meerly for a Man to aſs himſelf, 
by a happy Diſpoſition, to be gently and quiet- 
ly drawn to the Rule of Reaſon. He. who, b 


. a natural Sweetneſs and Facility, ſhould deſpiſe 


Injuries receiv'd, would, doubtleſs, do a very 
great, and a very laudable thing ; but he who, 
provoked, and nettled to the Quick, by an Of- 
fence, ſhould fortifie himſelf with the Arms of 
Reaſon, againſt the furious Appetite of Revenge, 
_ after a great Conflict, maſter _— ny Paſ- 
ton, would, doubtleſs, do a great deal more. 
The firſt would do well ; i the latter ver- 
tuouſly : one Attion might be cans Bonny 
: L 4 an 
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and the other Vertue ; for, methinks, the very 
name of Vertue preſuppoſes Difficulty and Con- 
tention ; and *tis for this reaſon, perhaps, that 
we call God Good, Mighty, Liberal and Juſt ; 
but we do not give him the Attribute of Ver- 
tuous, being that all his Operations are' natu- 
ral, and without Endeavour. It has been the 
Opinion of many Philoſophers, not only $oicks, 


| ſedwithou but. Fpicureans, that it is not enough to have 


' * fome diffi- 
- eulty. 


the Soul ſeated in a good place, of a good tem- 
per, and well diſpoſed to Vertue. It-is not 
enough to have our Reſolutions fixed above all 
the power of Fortune, but that we are, more- 
over, to ſeek occaſions wherein to put 1t to' the 
proof: We are to covet Pain, Neceflity and Con- 
tempt, to contend with them, and to keep the 
Soul in Breath : Multum fb; adjicit virtus laceſ- 
fita. "Tis one of the Reaſons why Epaminondas, 


Sen, Epift. Who was yet of a third Se&, refuſed the Riches 


25. 


Fortune preſented to him by very lawful mearis; 


becauſe, faid he, 7am to contend with Poverty : 
In which Extream he maintain'd himſelf to the 
laſt. Socrates put himſelf, methinks, upon a 
rude Tryal ; keeping for his Exerciſe, a con- 
founded' ſcolding Wife, which was fighting at 
Sharp.  Mete/us having, of all the Senators, 
alone attempted, by the power of Vertue, to 
withſtand the Violence of Saturninus, Tribune 


_ of the Peopleat Rome, who would, by all means, 


cauſe an unjuſt Law to' paſs in favour of the 
Commons ; and by ſo doing, having incurr'd 


the Capital Penalties that Sazurninus had eſta- 


bliſhed againſt the Diſſenters, entertain'd thoſe 
| EE who, 
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eafie, and too baſe, to doill; and that to do well | 
here there was no- anger, was a common thing ; 
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whs; in this Extremity led him to Execution, 
with words to rhis effect : That it was a thing too | 


ye wow. 


tut that to do well where there was danger, was the 
proper Office of a Man of Vertue. Thele words of 
Metellus do very clearly repreſent to us, what 
1 would make out ; viz. That Vertue refuſes 
Facility for a Companion ; and that that eaſe, 
ſmooth and deſcending Way, by which the re- 
gular Steps of a ſweet Diſpoſition of Nature are 
conducted, 1s not that of a true Vertue : She re- 
quires'a rough and ſtormy Paſlage ; ſhe will 
have either Exotick Difficulties to wreſtle with, 


the Courſe of his Vertue : Iknow his Reaſon to | 2 op 


much as to ſpring in him. To a Vertue ſo ele- 


vated, as his, I have nothing to oppoſe. Me- 
thinks I fee him march, with a victorious and 
triumphant pace, in Pomp, and at his Eaſe, 
| without 


I54 #6 | 
—_ without Oppoſition or Diſturbance. If Vertue 


The moble 
- Death of 


| Cato\ ac- 
 companied 
with Plea- 


fare. 


cannot ſhine bright, but by the Conflict of con- 
trary Appetites, ſhall we then ſay, that ſhe aan- 
not ſubſiſt without the Aſſiſtance of Vice ; and 
that it is from her, that ſhe derives her Reputa- 
tion and Honour ? What then alſo would be- 
come of that brave and generous Epicurean Plea- 
ſure, which makes account that it nouriſhes 
Vertue tenderly in her Lap, and there makes 
it play and wanton, giving it for Toys to play 
withal , Shame, Fevers, Poverty, Death and 
Torments ? If I preſuppoſe that a perfe& Ver. 
tue manifeſts it ſelf in Contending, in patient 
enduring of Pain, and undergoing the utter- 
moſt extremity of the Gout, without being mo- 
ved in her Seat ; if I give her Auſterity _ Dit- 
ficulty for her neceſſary Objects : what will be- 


come of a Vertue elevated to ſuch a degree, as, 


not only to deſpiſe Pain, but, moreover, to re- 
Joyce in it, and to be tickled with the Daggers 
of a ſharp Cholick, ſuch as the Epicureans have 
eſtabliſhed, and of which, many of them, by 
their Attions, have given moſt manifeſt Proofs ? 
As have ſeveral others, who I find to have ſur- 
paſſed, in effe&s, even the very Rules of their 
own Diſcipline : Witneſs the younger Cato ; 
when I ſee him dye, and tearing out his own 
Bowels, I am not fatisfied ſimply to believe, 
that he had then his Soul totally exempt from 
all Troubles and Horrour : I cannot think that 
heonly maintained himſelf in the Steadineſs that 
the Stoical- Rules preſcribed him ; Temperate 


without Emotion, and imperturb'd : There was, 


_ methinks, 
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| methinks, ſomething inthe Vertue of this Man, 
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tooſpritely and youthful to ſtop there ; I do be- 

lieve that, without doubt, he felt a pleaſure and 
deligtit in ſo noble an Attion, and was more 
pleaſed init, than in any other of his Life : Sic Cicero. 
abiit & vita, ut cauſam moriendi nattum ſe eſſe gau- . apy 
deret, 1 believe fo far, that I'queſtion whether" 
he would have been content to have been de- 
prived of the occaſion of ſo brave an Execution. 

And if the Sincerity that made him embrace 

the publick Concern more than his own with- 

held me not, I ſhould eafily fall into an Opinion, 

that he thought himſelf obliged to Fortune for 
having put his Vertue upon fo brave a Tryal, 

and for having favoured that * 7hzef, in tread- » cxr. 
ing under foot the ancient Liberty of his Coun- 

try. Methinks I read, in this Action, I know 

not what Exaltation in his Soul, and an extrgor- 
dinary and manly Emotion of Pleaſure, when 

he looked upon the Generoſity and Height of 

his Enterpriſe : | 


.Deliberata morte feroctor. Hor. lib.r. 
| Ode 37. 
Not ſtimulated with any hope of Glory, as the 
popular and effeminate Judgments of ſome have 
concluded ; for that Conſideration has been too 
mean and low to poſſeſs ſo generous, fo haugh- 
ty, and ſo obſtinate a Heart as his : but for the 
very beauty of the thing in it ſelf, which he, 
who had the handling of the Springs, diſcern'd 
more clearly, and in its Perfe& ion, than we are 
able td do. Philoſophy has obliged me in de- 
WE, | termining, 
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termining that ſ6 brave an'A&ion had been inde: 

cently placed'in any other Life,” than that of 'ca- 

?o ;' and that'if only appefrain'd to His, to end 

ſo. Notwitliſtanding,' and according to Reaſon, 

he' commanded his Son,” and the 'Senators that 

| accompanied him, to take 'another Courſe in 
Cicero de their Aﬀaits:  Catont, quim incredibilem natura 
g Ofc. lb.1. zribuiſſet pravitatein, camque” ipſe 'perpetua”'con- 
4 ſtantia hernvifer ſemperque' in propoſito confilis 
permanſifſet, moriendum-potiits quam Tyranni vultus 
aſpiciendus erat. Nature having endued Cato 

with an incredible Gravity, which he had alſo for- 

tified with a perpetual Conſtancy, without ever flag- 

ging in his Reſolution, he muſt of neceſſity rather dye, 

than fee the face of the” Tyrant. "Every Death 

ought to hold proportion with the Lite before 

it: We do not become others for dying. I al- 


Dying, he had acquired by the vig ur of his 
Soul ; ſhall wefay, that it 'ought to'abate any 
thing of the liiſtre of his. Vertue? And who, that 
has his Brain''never ſo'little'tin&ur'd 'with the 
true Philoſophy, "can be” content to imagine” $4- 
cratzs only tree from Feat atid Paſſion, - in the 
Accident of his Prifon; Fetters*arid 'Coridemna» 
tion? 'And'that wilt not, difcover'iri him,” not 
only Stability and Conſtaney-{('which"was his 
ordinary Compofure) but 'moteover: { I know 
| not 
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notwhat) new Satisfaction, and afrolick Chear- 
nd | fplncſs invhis.laſtiWords and.;Adtiang? Atithe 
Gin Start he gave,” withthe' pleaſure ofſeratching 

>. | his Leg;: when his crons were: taken-off, does 
- | he-ngt: diſcayer an-equal Serenity; and:Joy.in his 

- | Soul-far'being- freed from-paſt; Inconveniences, 


” and at. the ſame! time to.cnier_into-the: Kriow- 
1; | ledge of things to:gome:?..Caro dhall pardom me, 


if he;pleaſe; -hisPeath, indeed; 1s moretragical, 


wi and more taken ndtice of; but yet thisig;(l-know 
Fe got kaw,) methinks/figer: ©. Ar;/tippas, 0+ one 


that was lamenting: his Death 4. 7a Gods gray? 

> | me ſuch anne, faid: he. A Man difcerns inithe ire 

x | Souls of theſe two:great, Men; and. their Imita- curd into 

tors (for I very: muchidoubt, whether there was rs | 

ever their like ) ſo;perfet-a; Habitude to: Vers Socrates. 

tue, that it wasGurn'd to:a Completion. - 1It is 

no more a laboripus.Yertue, nor:therPrecepts of 

Reaſon, to maintain which, -the Soub is ſo wrac- 

ked,; but the very Eſſence of their. Souls, their 

natural. and ordinary: Habit. : They: have-ren- 

dred it ſuch by a long; Practice of Philofophical 

Precepts, having light upon a:rich:and ingeni- 

oys Nature.:; The vicious Paſſions that ſpring Fs 

in us,. can find no. Entrance -into-them. The | — y* 

Force and Vigour of their Souls ſtifle and extin- | * 

gutth irregular Deſires, ſo ſoon as they begin to 

move. Now, that it 1s-nvt more. noble, . by a. 

high and divine Reſolution, to hinder the Birth 

of Temptations ; and to beſo formyd toVertue, 

that the very Seeds of Vice be: rooted out, than 

to hinder their Progreſs ; and: having ſuffer'd 

themſelves to be ſurprized with the firſt Motions 
of 
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_  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. - Book II. 
of Paſſions,”to: arm themſelves, and to'ftand 
firm 'to e their Progreſs, and overcoine 
ther : And: that this ſecond' EfteCt is Tor alfo 
much more generous,” than 'to be - fimply  en- 
dowed with a frail and affable Nature, :of' it ſelf, 
diſaffected to: Debauchery and Viee, 'I:do: not 
think can'be:doubred- ;vfor:this third'and hf 
ſort of Vertue-ſeems to: render a Man'infiocent, 
but not vertuous; free' from doing ill, biit not 
apt enough to do well: conſidering alſo, that 
this Condition.is ſo near: Neighbour to'Imper- 


_ fection and:Cowardize, - that'I know not very 
_ well how-to feparate the-Confines, and diſtin- 


guiſh. them: 'The' very name of Good Nature | 


and Innocence are, , for this reaſon? in: ſome ſort 


. 
4 * 


TY x 


Italians 


ſubtile and 


quick of 
Apprehen- 


fon. 


grown into Contempt. :: very well know, that 
ſeveral Vertues; as Chaſtity, Sobriety and Tem- 
perance, :may come to a Man'through Perſonal 
Defects. Conſtancy in Danger, if it muſt be fo 
called, the Contempt of Death, and Patience in 
Misfortunes, may oft times be found in Men, 
for want of well judging of ſuch Accidents, and 
not apprehending them for' ſuch as they are. 
Want of. Apprehenfion , and Sottiſhneſs, do 
ſometimes counterfeit vertuous Effe&s : As I 
have oft ſeen 'it happen, that Men have been 
commended for what really merited Blame. 
An 7talian Lord once faid this, in my preſence, 
to the diſadvantage of his own Nation ; That 
the Subtilty of the zalzans, and the Vivacity of 
their Conceptions, were ſo great, that they 
foreſaw the Dangers and Accidents that might 
befal them, ſo far off, that it muſt not be thought 
range, 
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ſtrange, if they were often,” in War, obſerved 
to provide for their Safety, even before they 
had: diſcover'd the Peril: 1 hat we French and 
Spanzards, who were not ſo cunning, went on 


further; and that we muſt be made to ſee and 


feel 'the danger, before we would take the A- 
harm ; and that even then we had no Apprehen- 


fion : But the Germans and Swifſe, more heavy, Germans 
and thick-skulFd, had not the Senſe to look 4rd Suifſes 
about them, even then when the Blows were 35” 


falling about their Ears. Peradventure, he-on- 
ly talked fo for Mirths ſake ; and yet it is moſt 


certain that, in War, raw Soldiers ruſh into | rex! 


danger with more Precipitancy, than after they | 


have been well cudgelbd. © 


--- Haud ignarus, quantum nova gloria in armis, Zneid.uu 


Et pradalce decus primo certamine poſſit. 


Not igwrant in the firſt Eſſay of Arms, 
How hope of Glory the raw Soldier warms. 


For this reaſon it is, that, when we judge of a 
particular Action, we are to conſider ſeveral 
Circumſtances, and the whole Man by whom 
it is perform'd, before we give it a name. To 
inſtance in my felt; I have ſometimes known 


159 


my Friends call that Prudence in me, which. 


was meer]y Fortune ; and repute that Courage 
and Patience, which was Judgment and Opi- 
nion ; and attribute to me one Title for ano- 
ther, ſometimes to my advantage, and ſome- 
times otherwiſe. As to the reſt, I am jr far 

rom 
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160 | Saiewr: bY Montaignes Eſays. . Book 7 | 
from being arriv*dat the firſt; and moſt perfet 
degree of Excellence, where. Vertue is turd 
into Habit, thateven of the ſecond I have made 

+ , No great Tryal. I have not. been very folici- 
Wy ' tous tocurb the Deſires, by which I have: been 
[}-==q My Vertue is a Vertue, or ra- 
ther,” an Innocence, caſual and accidental. - If 

I| had been: born of a. more irregular Comple- 
ion, -I am afraid I ſhould have made ſcuryy 

' work; for. never obſerv'd:any great Stability 

in my ' Soul to reſiſt Pailions,. if they were never 

x) ſo little vehement.. I. have. hot the knack of 
nouriſhing Q, 1arrels and Debates in, my own Bo- 


ſom; and contequently, owe my: ſelf no great 
| Thanks, that I am free. trom ſeveral Vices: _. 


Horat-lib, . $7 vitizs mediocribus, . © mea paucis 


r.Sat.6. Mendy ya eſt natura, alioqui refta velut (1 ( 
E gregio inſpeerſes reprebendas cor pore neVOs. 


If of ſmall Crimes, and. few, my Nature be 
To beaccugd, and from the great ones free, 

ThoſeVenial Faults willno more ſpot my Soul, 

Thanafair TOun blemiſh' d with a Mole. 


I oweit rather to my Fortune, than my Reaſon : 
'She has made me to be deſcended of a Race fa- 
mous for Integrity ; and of a very good Father ; 

I know not whether, or no, he has infus'd into 
me part of his Humours ; or whether Domeſtick 
Examples, and the good. Education of my Infan- 
cy hath inſenſibly aſſiſted in the Work, or if I 
was otherwiſe born ſo; 

Seu 


Seu Libra, ſeu me Scorpius afpicit 
Formidoloſus, pars violentior 


| Natalis hore, ſeu tyrannus. 
* Heſperie Capricornus unde. 


Whether the Ballance weigh'd my future Fate; 
Or Scorpio, Lord of my Aſcendent fate ; 

Or Tyrant Capricorn, that rudely ſways, 
And ruffles up the Occidental Seas. . 


But ſo it is, that I have naturally a Horror for 


moſt Vices. The Anſwer of Antisthexes to kim 
who askt him, Which was the beſt Apprenti- 


I6r 


Horat. lib, 


2. 
'- Ode.r7. 


j 


fage, To unlearn Evil, ſeems to pointat this. 


[ have them in Horror, I fay, with a Deteſtation 
ſo Natural, and ſo much my own, "that the 
ſame Inſtin& and Impreſtion I brought wirth' me 
from my Nurſe, I yet retain, no Temptation 


| Whatever had the power'to make me alter it. 


Not fo much as my own Diſcourſes, which in 
ſome things laſhing out of the Common Road of 
modeſt Speaking, might eaſily licenſe me to 
Actions, that my Natural Inclination makes me 
hate. I will fay a prodigious thing , but I will 


fay it however. I find my ſelfin many things | '0<P;. 


more curb'd and retaird by my Manners than | 
my Opinion, and my Concupiſcence leſs de- | 
baucht than my Reaſon. Ar//t;ppas inſtituted 
Opinions ſo bold, in favour of Pleaſure and Ri- 
ches, as made all the Philoſophers murmur at 
him : But as to his Manners, Dzony/tus the Ty- 
raft, having preſented three Beautiful Women 
M before 
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162 . Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book. If, | 
before him, to take his choice; he made anſwer, 
That he would chooſe them all, and that it had 
hapned ill to Paris to have prefer'd one be- 
fore the other two : But having taken them 
home to his Houſe, he ſent them back untouchr, 
His Servant finding himſelf over-loaden upon 
the Way, with the Money he carried after him, 

| he orderd him to pour out, and throw away, 
-.,: 25 , that which troubled him. And Epzcurss, whoſe 
Tk Dotrines were fo irreligious fe effeminate, 
was in his Life very laborious and devout : He 
writ toa Friend of his, that he liv'd only upon 
Biſcuit and Water, intreating him to ſend him 
_ a little Cheeſe, to lye by him againſt he had a 
mind .to make a Feaſt, Muſt it be true, that to 
be a perfe&t good Man, we mult beſo by an Oc- 
cult, Natural and Univerſal Propriety, without 
Law , Reaſon or Example ? The Debauches, 
wherein I havebeeningag'd, have not been (1 
thank God ) of the worſe ſort, and I have con- 
demn'd them in my ſelf, for my Judgment was 
never infected by them. On the contrary I ac- 
cuſe them more ſeverely in my ſelf, than in any 
' other. But thar isall, for, as to the reſt, I op- 
poſe too little reſiſtance, and ſuffer my ſelf to 
encline too much to the other ſide of the Bal- 
lance, excepting that I imoderate them, and 
prevent them trom mixing with other Vices, 
which, for the moſt part, will cling together, 
if a Man have not a care. I havecontraCted 
and curtal'd mine, to make them as ſingle as 

I can : 


Nec altra 


Ju. ſat,s. 


Errorem foveo. For 


+ | ew 


| Forasto the Opinion of the Sroicks, why 
That the, Wile Mani when; he Works, Works: 


by all the Viextues together, though 08s beEmott” 


rent; according tothe Nature of the AG ion; 


ap | 
( and of. this. the fimilitude of a Hymane Body | 


might ſerve them. to ſome Tnſlance, jor the 
Action of Anger cannot work, butthatall the 
Humoyrs mult aſſiſt, though Choler predomi- 
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quite contrary, by the- chance of my Birth 
and hold it noteither by. Law, Precept, or any 
other Inftrydtion, TheInnocency, that 1s 10 
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. 164 .Seigneur de*Montaign's' Eſſays. Book'll. 
me, is a ſimple: and unexperienced one, lit- 
5 +, tle'Vigour, and lefs 'Art.'” Amongſt'other Vi- 
ET [| oes,ul mortally hate 'Cruelty;- both by Nature + 
> and Judgment, as the-very extream of all Vi- 

x) ces: But with ſo much tenderneſs withal, that 

I cannot ſee a Chickens Neck pul'd'off, without 
trouble, and cannot without impatience; endure 
the Cry of a Hare in'my Dogs Teeth, though 

. the Chaſe be a violent Pleaſure.” 'Such as have: 
Senſuality to encounter, willingly make uſe of 
this Argument, ( toſhew that it is altogether 
vicious andunreaſonable ) that when it is at the 
height, it ſubjeQs us to that degree, that a Man's 
Reaſon can have no acceſs, and inſtance our 
own Experience in the ACt of Love.' Wherein 
they conceive, that the Pleaſure does ſo tranſ- 
port us, that our Reaſon cannot perform its Of- 
fice, whilſt weare ſo benumn'd and extaſted in 
Delight. I know very well, it may be other- 
wiſe, andthata Manmay ſometimes, if he will, 
ain this-point over himſelf to ſway his Soul, 
even in the Critical moment, to think of ſome 
thing elſe : But then he muſt leiſurely 'incline, 
: and ply it to that bent. Iknow, that a Man 
| may triumph over the utmoſt effort of this Plea- 
ſure : I haveexperienced it in my ſelf, -and have 
not found Yerus ſo imperious a Goddeſs, as ma- 

| ny, and ſome more reformd than'I, declare. 
I do not conſider it as a Miracle, as the Queen 
of Navar does in one of the Tales of her Hep- 
fameron, ( which is a marvilous pretty Book of 
that kind) nor for a thing of extream difficulty, 


to paſs over whole Nights, where a Man ge 
i a 
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Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Efays. \ 165 
all the Convenience and. Liberty, he can deſire, 73, pj:4- 
with a long-coveted Miſtreſs, and yet be juſt to ſure of the | 
his Faith firſt given to fatisfic himſelf with Kif- 29 
ſes, and innocent Embraces, without preiling 

any further. I conceive that the Example of the 
Pleaſure of the Chace would be more proper ; 
wherein though the Pleaſure be leſs, yet the Ra- 
viſhment and the Surprize are more, by which 

the Reaſon, being aſtoniſhed, has not ſo much 
leiſure to prepare it ſelf for the Encounter, when 

after a long Queſt, the Beaſt ſtarts up on a ſud- 

den 1n a place, where, peradventure, we leaſt 
expected. Which ſudden motion, with the 
ardour of the Shouts and Crys of the Hunters, 

ſo firikes us, that it would be hard for ſuch as 

are eager of the Chace, to turn their Thoughts, 
upon the inſtant,another way ; And alſo the Po- _/ 
ets make Dzaza triumph over the Torch and 
Shafts of Cupid. 
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uis non malarum quas amor caras habet Hor.Ep.2. 
Hac inter obliviſcitur ? 


Who amongſt ſuchDelights would not remove 
Out ofhis Thoughts the anxious cares of Love ? 


But-to return to what I was ſaying before, Iam 
tenderly compaſſionate of other's Afictions,and | 
ſhould eafily cry for Company, if upon any oc- - 
caſion 'whatever, Icould cry at all. Nothing | HA 
tempts my Tears, but Tears, and not only | 4 
thoſe that are real and true, but whatever they | | 
are, either feign'd or painted : Ido not much la-| =) 
act RT "Ie 
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Dead 


TY the 


| and ſhelild envy them rather ; 
- 2 Bit T very muth Kment the Dying, The $a: 
5 ) :vages do'notſo much'6ftend me, 4n roaſting ahd 
citing the Bodies of the Dead, 3s they'do, who 

. torment and  perſectite "the ' Living: Nay, 1 

cannot look ſo-much as upon the ordinary Exe- 

cations of Juſtice, how reafonableſoever, with 

| a ſteady Eye. Some one being to give 'teſt1- 
| JuliusCz- WOTy of Julius Caſar's Clemency, he was, ſays 
fars Cie- he, *mild and moderate in his Revenges : For 
RY having compelled the Pyrates:toyield,by whom 
he Had before. been taken Priſoner, and put to 

Ranſom ; 'foraſmuch asrhey had threatned him 

with the Crofs, he indeed condemn'd them to 

it, but it was after they Mad been firſt ſtrangled. 

He puniſhed his Secretary Philomoy, ' who had 
attempted to poyſon him, with-no greater ſeve- 

rity, thin a fingle Death. Without naming 

that Latin Author, that dare alledge for a Tefti- 

 - mony of Mercy, the killing only of thoſe by 

.* + whom wehavebeen offended : It is eafie to gueſs 
that he was ſtruck with the horridand'inhumane 

Examples of Cruelty,prattisd by the Fomay Ty- 

£< , rants,” For my part, even inJuſtice it ſelf, all 

'f ** | thitexceeds a Simple Death, appearsto me per- 
rs) fe Cruelty ; eſpecially in uswho ought to have 
 —  regard'ta their Souls, to'difmiſs them it! a good 
and<calm Condition ; which cannot be,when we 

| havediſcomposd themby inſafferableTorments. 

Not long ſince, a Souldier, who was a Crim- 

nal Priſoner, perceiving from 2 Tower, where 

he was ſhut up,. that the people began'to'affem- 

ble to the place of Exectition, andThar the Car- 


penters 


Chap. IT. ' Seigneur de Montaigns Eſſays. 


penters were bufſie, ereting a Scaffold, he pre- 
fently concluded, that the Preparation was for 
him; and therefore entred into a Reſolution to 
kill himfelf, but could find no Inſtrument to aſ- 
fiſt him in his Deſign, faving an old ruſty Cart- 
Nayle, that Fortune prefented to him. With 
this he firſt gave himſelf two greatWounds about 
his Throat, but finding thoſe would not do, 
he preſently after gave himſelf a third in the 
Belly, where he left the Nayle ſticking up to 
the head. The firſt of his Keepers that came in, 
found him in this Condition ; yet alive, but ſunk 
down, and near expiring by his Wounds. To 
make uſe of time therefore, before he ſhould 


die and defeat the Law, they made haſt to 


read his Sentence : Which having done, and he 
hearing that he was only condemn'd to be Be- 


headed, he feer'd to take new Courage, ac- 


cepted of Wine, which he had before refusd, 
and thanked his Judges for the unhop'd for 
Mildneſs of their Sentence ; ſaying, That in- 
deed he had taken a reſolution to diſpatch him- 
ſelf for fear of a more ſevere and inſupportable 
Death: Having entertaird an Opinion by the 
Preparations he had feen in the Place, that they 
were reſolved to torment him with ſome hor-- 
rible Execution; and ſeemd to be delivered 
from Death, for having it changed from what 


heapprehended. T ſhould adviſe, that theſe Ex- $2 F at 


amples of Severity, by which cis deſign'd to re- 


tain the people in their Duty, might be exer- 
 ciſed upon the dead Bodies of- Criminals; for 'to 


ſee them deprived of Sepulture, to Tee them 
M 4 boyPd 
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168 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IT, 
boy1d;, and divided, into Quarters, would al. 
\ moſt work as much upon the Vulgar, as the 
+ Pain they make the Living to endure ; though 
thatin effeCt be little or nothing, as God him- 
St. Luke ſelf fays, Who kill the Body, and, after that, 
Ch4).12- haye no more that they can do. I hapned to 
44% come by one day accidentally at Rome, juſt as 
they were upon executing Catexa, a notorious 
Robber: He was ſtrangled without any Emo- 
tion of -the Spectators, but when they came to 
cut him in Quarters, the Hangman gave not 
a Blow, that the People did not follow with a 
doleful Cry, and with Exclamation, as if ever 
one had lent his Feeling to the miſerat-le Car- 
kaſs, Thoſe inhumane Exceſles ought to be ex- 
erci{ed upon the Bark, and not upon the Quick, 
The ſevere Artaxerxes, 1n almoſt a like caſe, modcrated 
| Ry the Severity of the Ancent Laws of Perfta, Or- 
moderated daining, that the Nobility, who had committed 
by artax= a Fault, inſtead of being whipt, as they were 
er ugd to be, ſhould be ftript only, and their 
Cloaths whipt for them; and that, whereas they 
were. wont to tear oft their Hair, they ſhould 
Hygs $4. Only take off their High-crown'd 7:ara. The 
ified in ſo devout Egyptians, thought they ſufficiently 
F,gume i Fatisfied the Divine Juſtice, in Sacrificing Hogs 
Fuſtice by 1n Efigie and Repreſentation; a bold. Inven- 
be EzJP- tion to pay God, fo Eſfntial a Subſtance in 
ans. ; : - b " 
Picture only, and. in ſhow, I live in a time, 
wherein. we abound in credible Examples of this 
Vice, thorough the licence of our Civil Wars; 
and .we fee nothing in Ancient Hiſtories more 
extream, than what we have proof of every 
&-. Fl day. 
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al. | day: | I could hardly perſwade my ſelf, before The Crue 
he | I faw it with my Eyes, that there could be 21 in 
2h | found out Souls ſo cruel and fell, who, for the Civil . 
n- | fole Pleaſure of Murther would commit, hack, Fr 
and lop off the Limbs of others; ſharpen their 
to | Wits to invent unuſual Torments, and new 
as | kinds of Deaths without Hatred, without Pro- 
us | fit, and for no other end, but only to enjoy the 
2» | pleaſant Spectacle of the Geſtures and Motions, 
o | the lamentable Groans and Crys of a' Man in. 
xt | anguiſh. For this is the utmoſt point to which _ 
Cruelty can arrive, t hominem non iratus, non Sen. de 
timens, *tantinm ſpectaturus occidat. That a Man _ 
ſhould kill a Man without being angry, or with. 
out ſear , only for the Pleaſure of the Spectacle. 
For my own part, I cannot, without Grief, ſee 
ſo much as an innocent Beaſt purſu'd, and kil'd, 
that has no Defence, and from whom we have 
received. no Offence at all. And that which 
frequently happens, that the Stage we hunt, 
finding himſelf weak, and out of breath, ſeeing 
no other Remedy ſurrenders himſelf to us, who 
purſue him, imploring Mercy by his Tears, 
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-e-queſtugue Cruentus, ZEneid L7- 
Atque imploranti familis, 
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That Bleeding by his Tears, does Mercy 
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Ret © Beaſts 
It has ever been to me a very unpleaſing ſight broght 


and I hardly ever take beaſt alive, that I do Pythago- 


not preſently turn. out. P *ythagor as —_— out. 
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27d Sejgnear de Montaign's Eſſays. Book If. 
them of Fiſhermen and Fowlers, to do the 
15 fine: © 
Ovid Mee. ----Primoque 4 ode ferarum, 
6.15.  Thcaluifſe puto maculatum -ſanguine ferrum. 


made 
Too docile Man firſt learn the Killing Trade. 


#-<1X+ Thoſe Natures that are ſanguinary towards 
Beaſts, difcovera Natural Propenſion to Cruel- 
X) ty. Aﬀter they had accuſtomed themſelves at 
Rome, to Spectacles of the Slaughter of Animals, 
 _ they proceeded rothoſeof the Slaughter of Men, 
TF-:) the Fencers. Nature has her ſelf (1doubt) im- 
" printed in Man a kind of inſtin&t to Inhuma- 
fity ; no_body takes pleaſure 1n ſeeing Beaſts 
PHY; and careſs one another, but every one is 

eligh 


. tear one another to pieces. And that I may 
not be laught at for the ſimpathy IT have with 
them, —_ it ſelf enjoyns us ſomeFayout 
in their behalf: And conſidering that one, and 
the ſame Maſter, has lodg'd us together in this 
Palace, for his Service, and that they, as well 

| as we, are of his Family, it has reafon to enjoyn 

WW Py3thago- us ſome affection and regard to them. Pytha- 

| —_ u- $oras borrow'd the Merempſycefis from the Egyp- 

| ration of tans, but it has ſince been receiv'd - by ſeveral 

Souls, n 0 IG and particularly by our Druids. 

Morte \carent anime, ſempergue priore relifta 

Sede, novis domibus vioantyabitantquerecepte. 

Souls 


- I think, *was Slaughter of wild beaſts that 


ted with ſeeing them diſmember, and 


Souls never dye, but, having left one Seat, 
"Tito few Houſes they Admurrance get. 


it+ | that Souls, being Eternal, never ceaſed to re- 
move and ſhift their places from one body to 
another ; Mixing moree#er, with this Fancy, 
ome Conſideration of Divine Juſtice. For ac- 
s || cording to the Deportments of the Soul, whilſt 
- | ithad been in Alexander, they ſaid, that God 
: Þ| ordered it another body to inhabit, more or 
ks painful, and proper for its Conditions, 


| »-omuta ferarum 
| Cegit wvincla pat, truc ulentos ingerit urfts, 
Pradoneſque lapis, fallaces vulpibus adit, 
Arque ubi per varios annos per mille figuras 
"" Py?t Lethieo purgatos flumine tandem 
Ritt (ts ad humane 'revocat primordia forme. 


The 'filent Yoak of Brutes he made them 


' wear, a | 
The Bloody Souls he did encloſe in Bears, 
The ravenouſin Woolves he wifely ſhut, 
The ſly'and cunning'he in Foxes put, 
Where afterhaving, through ſucceſſive years 
And thoufand'Figures, finiſht their Carreers, 
Purging them well m LZehe's Flood, at laſt 
In humane Bodies he the Souls replact. 


If it had been valiant, helodg'd it 'in the Body 
of a Lyon ; if voluptuous, inthat of Hog ; if ti- 
| morous, 
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The Religion of our Ancient Gals maintained, . 
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I72  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book. 4 
morous in that of a Hart or Hare, if ſubtil; in}. 
that of a Fox, and fo of the reſt, till havjy 
purified it by this Chaſtiſement, « again enter' 
into the Body of ſome other Man ; - 


Ovid.Met. Jpſe ego, nam memini, Trojani tempore Belli | 
Ty Panthoides. Eupborbus eram. 


For I my ſelf remember in the days 
O'th* 7rojan War, that I Euphorbus was. 


Beaſts re- As to the Relation betwixt us and Beaſts, | 

ver'd for do not much admit of it, nor allow what ſeve- 

=_ - ral Nations, and thoſe the moſt Ancient and 

the A4n- moſt Noble, have praftiſed, who have not 

cient. only receiv'd Brutes into their Society, but have 
given them a Rank infinitely above them ; E- 
{teeming them one while Familiars and Favo- 
rites of the Gods, and having them in more,than 
humane, Reverence and Reſpect ; and . others 
knowing no other, nor other Divinity but they, 
Bellue a Barbaris propter beneficium conſecrats, 
The Barhariays conſecrated Beaſts, out of Opi- | 
nion of ſome Benefit received by them, 


--=-=Crocodilon adorat  _ 
Pars hac, illa pavet faturam ferpentibus Ihin, 
Efigies ſ.cri hic nitet anrea Cercopithecz,,. / 
-==- Tic piſcem. fluminis, illic 
Oppida tota canem venerantur. 


One Country goes adore the Crocodile, 
. That does inhabit Monſter: breeding Nile, 
| | Another 


T1 
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Another does the Long-bild Ibis dread, 
With poyſonous Fleſh of ugly Serpents fed. 
And in another place you may behold 

The Statneof a Monkey ſhine in Gold ; 

Here Men, ſome monſtrousFiſhes aid implore, 
Andthere wholeTownsa GrinningDog adore. 


And the very Interpretation, that Plurarch gives 
tothis Error, which is very well taken, is ad- 
yantageous to them : For he fays, that it was 
not the Cat ; or the Oxe ( for example ) that 
the Egyptians adord : But that they in thoſe 
Jeaſts* ador'd ſome Image of rhe Divine Facu!- 
ties ; in this the Patience and Utility, in that 
the Vivacity, or, as our Neighbours, the Bur- 
gundizns, with the Germans , the Impatience 
to ſee it ſelf ſhut up ; by which, they repre- 
ſented the Liberty they lov'd and ador'd, above 
al other Divine Faculty, and fo of the reſt. 
But when amongſt the more moderate Opini- 
ons, I meet with Arguments, that endeavour 


vc Wie 


to demonſtrate the near reſemblance Eetwixt 
us and Animals, how great a ſhare they, in our 
greateſt Priviledges, and with how great pro- 
bability they compare-and couple us together,in 
earneſt, Tabate a great deal of our Prefumption, 

and willingly let fall the Title of that imaginary 
Sovereignty , that ſome attribute to us over 
- But ſuppoſing all this were 
true, there is nevertheleſs a certain Reſpect, and 
a general Duty of Humagity, that ties us not 
only to Beaſts that have Life, and Senſe, but 
even to Trees and Plants. 


other Creatures. - 
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| B2Ff » Natural Commerce, and Mutual Obligation be- 


x) diſcover the Tenderneſs of my, Nature-ſo. chil. 
diſh, that cannot well refufe to play with..my 
Dog, when he the moſt unſeaſonably impor- 
X) tunes me ſo to do. The 7urks have Alms;and 
Hoſpitals for Beaſts. The Romans had a pub- 
lick regard to the Nouriſhment of Geeſe, by 
whoſe Vigilancy their Capitol had been, pre- 
X) ſerv'd: The Athenians madea Decree, that the 
Mules and Moyles which had ſerv'd. at. the 
building of the Temple cald Zecatompedon, 
ſhould be free, and ſuffer'd to paſture ar their 
own choice without hindrance. The Agri 
x) gentines hada common. ufance ſolemnly to en- 
ter the Beaſts, they had a kindneſs for ; as 
Horſes of ſome rare qualities, Dogs, and Birds 


that had only been kept to divert their Chil- 
* dren. And the Magnificence that was; ordi- 
nary with them in all other things, did-alfo 
particularly appear in the Sumptuoſity and 
Numbers of Monuments, erected to. this: very 
eng, that remain'd in their Beauty ſeveral Ages 
x) after. The Egyptians buried Wolves, Bears, 
Crocodiles, Dogs and Cats.in Sacred Places, em: 

| balm'd their Bodies, and put on Mourning; at 
their Death. Cimon.gave an honourable Sepul- 
ture to the Mares, with which he had three 
times gain'd;the Prize of the Courſe at the Olym- 
pick Games. The Ancient Xanthippus cone 
tis 
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of whom they had had profit, and even thoſe | 
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] Chap. 12. Seigne 
| his Dog to be inter'd on an Eminence near the 


ur de M ontaigne's Eſſays. 


Sea, which has ever fince. retain'd the Name. 


And Plutarch fay s, That he made. Conſcience | 
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of ſelling, for a ſmall profit to the Slaughter, an | I 


Oxe, that had been long in his Service. 
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CHAP. XIL 
Apology for Raimond de Sebonde. 


Earning is, in truth, a very great, and a 
Þ very conſiderable quality; and ſuch as de- 
ſpiſe it, ſufficiently diſcover their own want of 
Und erſtanding : But yet 1 do not prize # at 
the exceſlive rate, ſome others do; as Herilus 
the Philoſopher for one, who therein places 
the Sovereign Good, and maintain'd, that it 
was only in her to render us wiſe and contented; 
which I do not believe; no more than I do, 
what others have ſaid, That Learning is the 
Mother of all Vertue, and that all Vice proceeds 
from Ignorance, which, if it be true, is ſubje&t 
toa very long Interpretation. - My Houſe: has 
long been open to Men of Knowledge, and is 
very wel known,fo to be ; for my Father,who 
governd' it Fifty years, and more, inflanyd 


6c 83" 


with the new ardour, with which, Francis the Learning 


Firſt embraced Letters, and brought them into = 5g 
eſteem, with great Diligence and Expencehun-, 


re- the Firſt 
d in France: 
5 


ted after the Acquaintance of Learned Men, 
ceiving them at his Houſe, as Perſons Sacre 
and that had ſome particular Inſpiration of Di- 
vine 


poppe mepemmenentorrnou eyes aromatic 
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Seigneur 4 Montaignes Efays. Book It. | 
vine Wiſdom; colfeting thei Sayings and Sen." 
tences as fo many Oracles, and with fo much 
the greater Reverence and Religion, as he was 
the leſs able to judge ; for he had no Knowledge 
of Letters, ' rio more than his Predeceſſors. For 
my part, I love them well, but Ido not adore 
them. Amongſt others, Peter Bune!, a Man 
of great Reputation for Knowledge in his time, 
having, with ſome others of. his fort, ſtayed 
ſome days at Montaigne, in my Father's Com. 
pany ; he preſented him, at his departure, with 


' 4 Book, Intituled, Theologia naturalis ; ſive Liber 
Scbonde. 


Creaturarum Magiſtri Raimondi de Seboade. And 
being that the 7talian and Spaniſh Tongues 
;were familiar to my. Father ; and that this Book 
is writ in Spaniſh, fuſtiand with Latin Termi- 
nations, he hoped that, with little help, he 
might be able to underſtand it, and therefore 
recommended it to him for'a very uſeful piece, 
and proper , for the time wherein he gave it to 
him ; which was then, when the Novel Do@rizes 
of Martin Luther began to'be in yOgue, and in 
many places to ſtagger our ancientBelief: Where- 
in he was ver welladvins. wiſely, in his own 
Reaſon, foreſeeing, that the beginning of this 
Diſtemper would eaſily run into an Execrable 


' Atheiſm; for the Vulgar not having the Faculty 
_ of judging of things themſelves, ſuttering them- 


ſelves to be carried away by appearance, after 
having once been infpir'd with the Boldneſs to 
Ceſpiſe and controul thoſe Opinions they had be- 
fore, had in extreameſt Reverence, ſuch as thoſe 
whereia their Salvation is concern'd, agg” 1 
ome 


7 "Chap. 11. Sejgneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 
| ſome of the Articles of their Religion were 


brought into Doubt and Diſpute; they after- 
wards throw all other parts ot their Belief into 
the ſame uncertainty, they having in them no 
other Authority or Foundation, than the other 
they had already difcompos'd ; and ſhake of all 
the Impreſſions they had received from the Au- 
thority of the Laws, or the Reverence of Anci- 
ent Cuſtom, as a Tyrannical Yoak ; | 


Nam cupide inculcatur nimis ante metutum, 


For with moſt Eagerneſs they ſpurn the Law, 


By which they were before moit kept in awe. 


Reſolving to admit nothing for the future, to 
which they had not firſt interpogd their own 
Decrees, and given their particular Conſent. It 
hapned that my Father, a little before his death, 
having accidentally found this Book under a 


3 $2217 
heap of other negle&ted Papers; commanded w9® 1 lat 
me to tranſlate it for him into Frexch. It 15 what 
good to tranſlate ſuch Authors as that, where is Þ 


little bat the matter it ſelf to expreſs; but ſuch 


gancy of Style, is the main Endeavour, are dan= 
gerous to attempt ; eſpecially, when a Man is 


. to turn them into a weaker Idiom. It was a + 


ſtrange and a new Undertaking for me ; but 
having, by chance, at that time, little elſe to 
do, and not being able to reſiſt the Command 
of the beſt Father that ever was, I did it as well 
as I could; and he was ſo well pleaſed with it, 
N a9 
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wherein the Ornament of a Language and Ele- 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book, I, 
as toorder'd: it to be. Printed ; which. alſo, after 


his death, was perform'd. I found the Imagi- 


nation of this Author exceeding fine, the Con- 
texture of his Work well followd, and his De. 
ſign full. of Piety ;. and becauſe many People 
take a delight to read it, and particularly the 
Ladies, to whom we owe the moſt Service, [ 
have often been ready to aſliſt them, to clear 
the Book of two principal Objections. His De- 
ſign is hardy, and bold; for he undertakes, by 
Humane and Natural Reafons, to eſtabliſh, and 
make good againſt the Atheiſts, all rhe Arrzcles 
of Chriſtian Religion : wherein { to ſpeak the 
truth ) he is ſo fim, and ſo ſucceſsful, that I 
do not think it poſſible to do better upon that 
Subject ; and do believe that he: has been equal- 
led by none. This Work ſeeming to me to be 
too beautiful, and too rich for an Author, whoſe 
Name1is ſo little known, and of whom, all that 


we know is, that he was a Spaniard who pro- | 


feſſed Phyſick at Tholouſe about two hundred 
Years ago ; enquired of Adrian Turnebus, who 


. knew all things, what hethought of that Book ; 


who made Anſwer, That . he- thought it was 
ſome Abſtratt drawn -from St. Thomas of Aquin ; 
for that, in truth, his Wit, full of infinite Lear- 
ning, -and abſolute Subtilty, was only, capable 
of thoſe Thoughts. . Sa it is, that, whoeyer 
was the Author. and Inventor ( and tis not rea- 


04je8. a- Tonable, without greater occaſion,,, to deprive 
gan Se- Sebonde of that Title ) he. was a, Man of great 


onde s 
Book the 
firſt, 


[4 


Sufficiency ,.:and moſt admirable Parts. The 
firſt thing they reprehend in his Work is, That 
Chriſtians 


— tt. 
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Chriſtians are too blame to repoſe their Belief upon 
Humane Reaſons, which is only conceivyd by Faith, 
and the particular Tufpiration of Divine Grace. - 
In which ObjeQion, there appears to be ſome- 
thing of Zeal to Piety, and therefore we are to 
endeavour to fatisfie thoſe who pur it forth, with 
the greater Mildneſs and Reſpe&t. This were a 
Task more proper for-a Man well read in Divint- 
ty, than tor me who know nothing of it ; ne- 
vertheleſs, I conceive tnat, ina thing fo divine, 
ſo high, and fo far tranſcending all Humane In- 
telligence, as this Truth, with which it has plea- 
fed the Bounty of Almighty God to enlighten 
us, 1t 15 very neceſlary that he ſhould, moreover, 
lend us his Affiflance after a very extraordinary 
Method of Favour, to conceive and imprint it 
in our Underſtandings ; and donot believe,that 
Meanes purely humane, are in any ſort capable 
of doing it : for, it they were, ſo many rare 
and excellent So:ls, and ſo abundantly turniſh'd 
with natural Force, in former Ages, . had not 
faild, by their Reaſon, to arrive at this Know- 


ledge. 'Tis Faith alone, that livelily and cer- 4 £45 


tainly comprehends the deep Myſteries of our 
Religion ; but withall, IT do not fay, that it is 
not a brave, and a very laudable Artempt, to 
accommodate the Natural and Humane Utenſils, 
that God has endow'd us with, to the Service of 


our Faith : It is not to be doubted, bat that it is r 


the moſt noble uſe we can put them to ; and 
that there is not a deſign in a Chriſtian-Man 
more noble, than to make it the Aim and End 
of all his Thoughts and Studies, to extend and 

| N 2 amplifte 
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amplific the truth of his Belief. We do not fe- 
tisfie our ſelves with ſerving God with our Souls 
and Underſtanding only, we moreover owe and 
render him a Corporal Reyerence, and apply 
our Limbs, Motions, and external Things, to 
do him Honour ; we muſt here do the ſame, 
and accompany our Faith with all the Reaſon 
we have, but always with this Reſervation, not 
to fancy that it is upon us that it depends, nor 
that our Arguments and Endeavours can arrive 
at ſo ſupernatural and divine a Knowledge. If 
it enter not into us by an extraordinary Iniu- 
fion ; if it only enter, not only by Arguments | 
of Reaſon, but, moreover, by Human Ways, 
it is not in us 1n its true Dignity and Splendor; 
and yet, Iam afraid we only have it by this way. 
If we laid hold upon God by the Mediation of 
a lively Faith ; if we laid hold upon God by 
him, and not. by us ; if we had a Divine Baſis 
and Foundation, Human Accidents would not 
have the power to ſhake us as they do, our For- 
freſs were not to render to ſo weak a Battery : 
the Love of Novelty, the Conſtraint of Prin- 
ces, the Succeſs of one Party, and the raſh and 
fortuitous Change of our Opinions would not 
have the power to ſtagger, and alter our Belief: 
We ſhonld not then leave it to the Mercy of eve- 
ry novel Argument, nor abandon it to all the 
Rhetorick in the World : We ſhould withſtand 
the fury of theſe Waves with an immote, and 
unyielding Conſtancy. 


Ilijes 
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; Hifos flactus rupes ut vaſta refundit, Incerto. 
Et wvarias circum latrantes diſſipat undas 
Mele ſua. 


the Fafttion, what Difficulty and ſtrange No- 


| Events, Ceremonies , Penance and Martyrs. 


\ 


As a vaſt Rock repels the rowling Tides, 
That foam and bark abour her Marble Sides, 


From the Strong Mole 


[f we were but touclyd with this Ray of Divini- 
ty, it would appear throughout ; not only our 
Words, kut our Works alſo, would carry its 
Brightneſs and Luſtre ; whatever procceded 
from us, would be ſeen illuminated with this No 
noble Light. We ought to be aſhamed, that,: in xx *v * 


all the Human Sefts, there never was any of 


velty ſoever his Dottrine impos'd upon. him, 


—_— —— — 
. 


and Deportmeats to it, whereas ſo Divineand 
Heavenly an Inſtitution, does only diſtinguiſh 
Chriſtians by the Name. Will you ſee the Proof » 
of this? Compare our Manners to thoſe ofa Ma- 
hometan or Pagan, you will {till find, that we 
fall very ſhort ; whereas out of regard to the 
Reputation, and Advantage of our Religion, | 
we ought to ſhine in Vertue, and that it ſhould ,,,,,.-,z. } 
be faid of us, Are they {o Juſt, ſo Charitable, parricutar *. | 
ſo Good 2 Then they are Chriſtians. All other —_ 5 
Signs are common toall Religions; Hope, Trult, ge/iz;on. 


The peculiar Mark of our Truth ought to be | «£ y* 
our Vertue, as it is alſo the moſt heavenly and | * 


difficult, and the moſt Worthy Produ& of Truth. 
N 3 For 
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For this, our good St. Lewis was 1n the right; 


when the King of the Tartars, who was become | 


Chriſtian, dei;gned to come to Lyons, to kiſs 
the Pepe's Feet, and there to be an Eye-witneſs 
of the San*tity he hoped to find in our Manners; 
immediately to divert him from his purpoſe ; 
for fear leſt our inordinate way of Living ſhould 
on the contrary put him out of conceit with fo 
holy a Belief. And yer it hapned quite other. 
wiſe ſince to this other, who going to Rome to 
the ſame End, and there ſeeing the Ditlolution 
of the Prelates, and people of that time, ſettled 
himſelf fo much the more firmly in our. Re/2g3on, 
conſidering how great the Force and Divinity 
of it maſt neceſſarily. be, that could maintain its 
Dignity and Splendor amongſt ſo much Cor- 
ruption, and in fo Vicious Hands. If we had 
but one fingle Grain of Faith, we fhould remove 
Mountains from their places, fays the Sacred 
Word ; our Actions,that would then be directed 
and accompanied by the Divinity, would not 
be mearly Human, they would have in them 
ſomething of Miraculous, as well as our Belief. 
Brevis eſt inſtitutio vite honeſt , beateque , ji 
credas. Some impoſe upon the World that they 
believe that which they do-not; others more 
1in Number, make themſelves believe that they 
believe, not being able to penetrate into what 
It is to believe. We think it ſtrange, if in the 
Civil War, which, at this time, diſorders our 
State, we ſee Events float, and vary after a 
common and crdinary manner ; which is be- 
cauſe we bring nothing to it but our own. = 

| | 1ce 
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| | Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 
ſticewhich isin one Party,” is only there for Or- + 
nament'and Palliation, it is indeed pretended, - 
bar 'tis not there received, ſettled and eſpous'd : 
It is there, as in the Mouth of an 4dvocat, not 
as in the Heart, and AﬀeCtion of the Party. 
God owes his extraordinary Aſſiſtance to Fazth G4 ygrp 
and Religion; but not to our Paſſions. Men or Faith 
there are the Conductors, and therein ſerve Hes 
themſelves of Religzon, which ought to be quite our Paſ- 
contrary, Obſerve if it be not by our own 
Hands, that we guide and train it, and draw it 
like Wax into ſo many contrary Figures, from - 
a Rule in it ſelf fo dire&t and firm. When and 
where was this manifeſt, 'ithan in France in our 
days? They who have taken it on the Left-hand, 
they who have taken it on the Right, they who 
call it black, they who call it white, alike em- 
ploy it totheir Violent and Ambitious Deſigns, 
condutt it with a Progreſs ſo conform in Ryot 
and Injuſtice, that they render the Diverſity 
they pretended in their Opinions, in a thing 
whereon the Condut and Rule of our Lite de- 
pends, doubtful and hard to believe. Can a Man 
ſee; 'even from the ſame School and Diſcipline, 
Manners more united, 'and more the ſame? Do 
_ but obſerve with what horrid Impudence we toſs 
Divine Arguments to and'fro, and how irreli- Propoſi- 
giouſly we have both rejetted and retaken them, im" 
according as Fortune has ſhifted our Places in Landes | 
theſe Inteſtine Storms. This ſo ſolemn Propo- take Arms | 
ſition, Whether it be Lawful for a Subjett to Re- r Hon | 
"bel, and take up Arms againlt his Prince for the defence of 
Defente of his Religion ; Do you remember, in Revgion * 
FR 30 Tron N 4 | whoſe 
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whoſe Mouths the laſt year, the Affirmative of 
it was the Prop of one Party, .and the Negative 
the Pitlar of another > And hearken now from 
what Quarter comes the Vote, and Inftruftion 
of both the one, and the other; and if Arms 
makes leſs noiſe, and rattle for this Cauſe, than 
for that. We condemn thoſe to the Fire, who 


Sergnenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Il, 


ſay, That Truth muſt be made. to. bear the 


Yoak'of our Neceflity ; and how much more 
does Fraxce, than fay it? Let us confeſs the 
Truth ; whoever ſhould draw out the Armyv, 
lawfully raisd by the Kings Authority, thoſe 
who take up Arms out of pure Zeal to Rel:gion, 
andalſo thoſe who only do it to protect the i aws 
of their Country, or for the Service of their 
Prince, could hardly out of both theſe put to- 
gether, make one compleat Company of Gens- 
Whence does this proceed, that there 

are ſo few to ke found, who have maintained the 
ame Will, and the ſame Progreſs in our Civil 

Commotions, and that we ſee. them one while 
move but a Foot-pace, and another run Full- 
ſpeed ? And the ſame Men one while endamage 
our Afﬀeairs by their violent Heat and Auſteri- 
ty, and another by their Coldneſs, Gentleneſs 
and Slownels ; but that they are puſhed on by 
particular and cauſal Conſiderations, according 
to the Variety whereof they move ? I evidently 
perceive, that we donot — afford Deyo- 
tion any other Offices, but thoſe that beſt ſuit 
with our own Paſſions. There is no Hoſtllity 
ſo admirable, as the Chriſtian. Our Zeal per- 
forms Wonders,when it ſeconds our Inclinations 
to 


| Chap. II. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


to Hatred, Cruelty, Ambition, Avarice, De- 
traction and Rebellion : But when it moves 
againſt the Hair towards Bounty, Benignity 
and Iemperance, unleſs, by Miracle, ſome rare 
and vertuous Diſpoſition prompt us to it, we 
ſtir geirher hand nor foot. Our Religion 15 in- 
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tended to extirpate Vices: Whereas it skreens, * 


nouriſhes and incites them. We muſt not mock 
God. If we did believe in him, I do not. fay 
by + aith, but with a ſimple belief, thatis to fay, 


(and I ſpeak it to our great ſhame, ) if wedid... 


believe him,as we do any other Hiſtory ;' or as 
we would doone of our Companions, we ſhould 
love him above all other things, for the inf.nite 
Bounty and Beauty that ſhines 1n him : at leaſt 
he would go cqual in our Afﬀections, with Ri- 
ches, Pleaſures, Glory, and our Friends. The. 
beſt of us isnot ſo much atraid to injure him, as 
he 1s afraid to injure his Neighbour, his Kinf- 
man, or his Maſter. Is there any ſo weak Un- 
derſtanding, that having on one ſide the Object 
of one of our vicious Pleaſures, and on the 0- 
ther { in equal knowledge and perſwaſion ) 
the State of an Immortal Glory, will diſpute 
for the firſt, againſt the other ? And yet we of- 
times renounce this out of pure Contempt : For 
what luſt tempts us to blaſpheme, if not, per- 
adventure, the very deſire to offend ? The Pht- 
loſopher Antiſthenes, as the Prieſt was initiating 
him in the Myſteries of Orpheus, telling him that 
thoſe who profeſt themſelves of that Religion, 
were certain to receive Perfet and Eternal Fe- 
licities after Death ; if thou believeſt that, an- 
{wered 
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'., ſwered he, Why 7 doelt not thou dye thy elf? 
"EO: 1 Toggrne more rv enes more rela according'ta his manner, 
| and more remote DN ors our } purpoſe, to the 1e Preif 
tha bar in hn ihe manner preached to fo him, tobecome 
Ze REI, that he might obtain the Hap- 
; Nb; Fenef $f the other World : What, faid he, Thou 
r& ©/ Wouldeſt have me believe that Axeſrlans and F pl 
'mmmongas, Who,” were fo Great Men, ſhall be 
miſerable, and that thoy,* who art but a Calf 
oo. yr do nothing tc fo purpoſe , ſhalt be 
Ne Feria thou | - a Prieſt? Did were- 
2p7c9 LEP A e great Promiſes of Eternal Beatitude 
a the Taree Teverenc and Reſpect, that we 
do aPhi uloſGphical Lefure, we ſhould not have 

De ath 5 in ſo great Horror: 


| Lucret.z3z. Non jam ſe moriens diſſobvi conquereretur, 


Sed magis ire foras, veſtemgue relinquere ut 
pps 
5 Gat eret, prlonga fenex aut cornua Cervas. 


We ſhould not then dying repine te be 
Iffolv'd; but rather ſtep out chearfully 

From our Old Hut, and with the Snake be 

lad 

Wo: the Old uneafie ſlough we had ; 

Or with th' Old Stag, rejoyce to be now 
clear 

From the large Head, too pondrous grown 
to bear. 


Lake to be diffolv'd we ſhould fay, and to be 


2307: -« With Jeſus Coriſft, The force of Plato's Argu- 
ments 
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ments, concerning the Immortality of the Sol, 
ſent ſome of his Diſciples to untimely Graves, 
that they might the ſooner enjoy the things 
he had made them hope for. All which is-2 
moſt evident ſign, that we only receive our Re- 
ligion after our own faſhion, by our own hands, 
and no otherwiſe than other Relzg;ons are receiv'd. 
Either we are come into the Country where it is 
in Practice, or we bear a Reverence to the An- 
tiquity of it, or to the Authority of rhe Men, 
who, have maintained it, or fear the Menaces 
it fulminates againſt Miſcreants, or are allur'd 
by its Promiſes. Theſe Conſiderations ought, 
'ris true, to be applyed to our Belief, but as Sub- 
{diaries only, for they are Human Obligations. 
Another Religion, other Witneſſes, the like Pro- 
mifes and Threats, might by the fame way, 
imprint a quite contrary Belief. We are Chri- 
ſtians by the ſame Title, that we are Perigordins 


and Germans. And what Plato ſays, that there x x) 


are few Men fo obſtinate in their Atheiſm, that 
a preſſing Danger will not reduce to an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Divine Power, does not con- 
cern a true Criſtian ; 'tis for, Mortal and Hu- 
man Religions to be received by Human Re- 
commendation. 
expect that ſhould be, that Cowardize and 
want of Courage does eſtabliſh in us? A pleaſant 
Faith that does not believe what it believes, 
but for want of Courage to believe it. Cana vi- 
cious Paſſion, ſuch as Inconſtancy and Aſtoniſh- 
ment cauſe any regular Product in our Souls - 
They are confident in their own Judgment, 


ſays 


What kind of Faith can we - 
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fays he, That what is faid of #7e/, and future 


' Torments, is all feign'd : But an Occaſion of 


making the Experiment preſenting it ſelf, that 
Old Age or Diſeaſes bring them to the Brink 
of the Grave, the Terrour of Death by the Hor- 
ror of that future Condition, inſpires them with 
a new Belief, And by reaſon that ſuch Impreſ- 
fions render them timorous, he forbids in his 
Laws all ſuch threatning Dedrzes, and all Per- 
ſwaſion, that any thing of ill can befall a Man 
from the Gods, cxcepting for his great good, 
when they happen to him, and for a Medicinal 
effet. They fay of Biz, that infeted with 
the Atheiſms of 7hecdorus, he had long had Re- 
ligious Men in great ſcorn and contempt , but 
that Death ſurpriſing him, he gave himſelf up 
to the moſt extream Superſtition ; ' as if the 
Gods withdrew, and return'd according to the 
Neceſlities of Bio. Plato, and his Examples, 
would conclude, that we are brought to a Belief 
of God, either by reaſon, or by force. Athe- 
iſm being a Propoſition, as unnatural and mon- 
{truous, ſo difficult alſo, and very hard to ſink 
into Human Underſtanding, how arrogant and 
irregular ſoever ; there are enow ſeen, out of 
Vanity and Pride, to be the Author of extraor- 
dinary and reforming Opinions have outwardly 
affected the Profeiſion, who, it they are ſuch 
Fools, have nevertheleſs not had the power to 
plant them in their own Conſcience. Yet will 
they not fail to lift up their Hands towards Hea- 
ven,tf you givethem a good thruſt with a Sword 
zato the Boſom ; and when Fear or Sickneſs 
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has abated and ſuppreſt the licentious Fury. of 
this giddy Humour, they will eaſily reunite, 
and very diſcreetly ſuier themſelves to be recon- 
ciledto the Publick Faith and Examples. A J2o-. 
&rine - ſeriouſly diſgeſted is one thing, and 

thoſe ſuperficial Impreſſions another ; which 
ſpringing from the Diſorder of an unhing'd Un- 

derſtanding, float at random and great uncer- 

tainty in the Fancy. Miſerable , and ſenſe- 
leſs Men, who ſtrive to be worſe, than they 
can! The Error of Paganiſm, and the Ignorsnce 
of our Sacred Truth let this great Soul, but 
great only in Human Greatneſs, fall yet into 
this other Miftake, that Children and Old Men 
were molt ſuſceptible of Religion, as it it ſprung 
and deriv*d its Reputation trom our Weaknels. 
The Knot thar ought to bind the Judgment and 


the Will, that ought to reſtrain the Soul, and. . 


joyn it to the Creator, muſt be a Knot that de- 
rives the Foldings and Strength, not from our 
Conſiderations, trom our Reaions and Paſſions ; 
but from a Divine and Supernatural Conſtraint, 
having but one Form, one Face, and one Luſtre, 
which is the Authority of God, and his Divine 
Grace. Now the Heart and Soul being gover- 
ned and commanded by Faith, tis but reaſon 
that they ſhould muſter all their other Faculties, 
for as much as they are able to perform, to the 
Service and Aſſiſtance of their Deſign. Neither 
is it to be imagined, that all this Machin has 
not ſome Marks imprinted upon it by the Hand 
of the mighty Archie, and that there is not in 
the thing of this World, ſome Image, that in 
| {ome 
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| ſofne meaſure reſembles the Workman, who has 

- Divinity - butt and form'd 'ithem. He has 1n his {tupen- 

. imprineed digus Works, left the CharaRter of his Divinity, 

ward Fz- and tis our own Weakneſs only, that hinders 

*  brickef us, we cannot difcern it, Tis what he himſelf 

the World; pleaſed to'tell us, that he manifeſts his inviſi- 

ble Operations to us, by thoſe rhat are viſible. 

Sebonde applyed himſelf to thislaudable and no- 

| 9. of BE Study, and demonſtrates to us, that there 

| ©*31 | is not any part or member of the World, that 

diſdaims or derogates from its Maker. It were 

to do a Wrong to the Divine Bounty, did not 

the Univerſe conſent to our Belief ; The Fe: 

vens, the Earth, the Elements, our Bodies and 

our Souls ; all theſe concur to this, if we can 

but find out the way to uſe them. For this 

World is a Sacred Temple, into which, Man is 

The World introduced, there to contemplate Szatnes, not. 

* « Sacred the Works of a Mortal Hand, but ſuch as the 

' Temple. Jjvine Purpoſe has made the Objetts of Sence, 

the Sax, the Stars, the Waters and the Earth,to 

repreſent thoſe that are intelligible to us. The 

inviſible things of God, ſays St. Paul, appear 

by the Creation of the World, his Eternal Wif- 

dom - and Divinity being conſidered by his 
Works. 


Manil.., Atque adeo faciem cali mon invidet orbi 
toe Deus, wvultuſque ſuus corpuſque recludit 
Semper volvendo: Seque ipſum inculcat & offert, 
Ut bene cognoſci poſit doceatque videudo 
Qualis eat, doceatque ſuas attendere leges. 


And 
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' And God himſelf envies not Men the Grace 
Of ſecing, and admiring Heaven's Face: 

But rowling it about, does ſtill anew 

Object its Face and Body to our view, 
And int our Minds himſelt inculcates ſo, _ 
That we may well the mighty Moover know, 
Inſtructing us by ſeeing him the cauſe 
Of all, to rev'rence, and obey his Laws. 


Now our Prayers, and Humane Diſcourles are 
but as Steril and undigeſted Matter: The Grace 
of God is the Form : "Tis thar, which gives ta- 
ſhion and value to it. As the vertuous Actions 
of Socrates and Cato remain vain and fruitleſs, 
for not having had the Love and Obedience of 
the true Creator of all things for their End and 


_ Obje&, and for not having known God.. So is 


it with our Imaginations and. Diſcourſes, they 
have a kind of Body, but it is an inform Maſs, 
without Faſhion, and without Light, if Faith 
and Grace be not added to it, Faith coming to 


tinCt and illuſtrate Sehonde's Arguments renders 


them firm and ſolid, and to that degree, that 
that they are capable of ſerving for Directions, 
and of being the firſt Guides to an Elementary 
Chriſtian to put him into the way of this Know- 
ledge : They in ſome meaſure form him to, and 
render him capable of, the Grace of God, by 
which means he afterward compleats and per- 
tes himſelf in the true Belief. I know a Man 
of Authority, bred up to Letters, who, has 


.confeſt to me, to have been reduced from the 
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And ſhould they be ſtripped of this Ornamtnt, 
and of the Aſſiſtance and Approbation of the 
Holy Faith, and be looked upon as mere Hu- 
mane Fancies only, to contend with thoſe who 
are precipitated into the dreadful and horrible 


Darkneſs of Irreligion, they will even there ſind 


them as ſolid and firm, as any others of the 
ſame Quality, than can be oppoſed againſt 
them ; ſo that we ſhall be ready to fay to our 
Opponents, 


Si melius quid habes, accerſe, vel imperium 


fer. 


If you have Arguments more fit, 
Produce them, or to theſe ſubmir. 


Let them adit the force of our Reaſons ; of 
let them ſhew us others, and upon ſome other 
Subje& better woven, and a finer Thread. [ 
am unawares half engaged in the ſecond Obje- 
ction, to, which I propogd to make anſwer in 
the behalf of Sehoude. Some ſay, that his Argu- 
guments are weak, and unable to make good 
what he intends, and undertake with great caſe 
to confute them. Theſe are to be a little more 
roughly handled; for they are more dangerous 
and malicious, than the firſt. Men willingly 
wreſt the ſayings of others to favour their own 
prejudicate Opinions; to an Atheiſt all Writings 
tend to Atheiſm, he corrupts the moſt Innocent 
Matter with his own Venom ; theſe have their 

| Judg- 


Errors of Miſcreancy by Sebonde's Arguments, 
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Judgments ſo prepofſleſt; that they cannot reliſh 


we make them very fair play, in putting them 
into the Liberty of our Religion with Weapons 
merely Human, which in her Majefty full of 


Authority and Command, they durſt not at- 
tack. The means that I ſhall uſe, and that 
| think moſt proper to ſubdue this Frenzy, is 
to crulh and ſpurn under foot Pride, and Human 
Fjierceneſs ; to make them ſenſible of the Inani- 
ty, Vanity and Vileneſsof Man : To wreſtthe 
wretched Arms of their Reaſon out” of their 
Hands, to make them bow down, and bite the 
Ground under the Authority and Reverence of 
the Divine Maje/ty. *1i1s to that alone, that 


Knowledge and Wiſdom appertain, that alone, Wiſdom 


that can make a true Eſtimate of it felf, and on be- 


from which we purloin whatever we value'our {225 te 

, Divinity. 
ſelves, 

Ou 5» ta gegnav 6 Ozds wha T anc aur. Heroicum 

Adagium. 

God not permits, that any one would be y 086 


More wiſe than he. 


Let us ſubdue this Preſumption ; The firſt Foun- 
dation of this Tyranny of the Evil Spirit. - Deus 
ſuperbis refiſtit : Humilibus autem dat gratiam: 
God reſiſts the Proud ; but gives Grace to the Fums 


ble. Underſtanding is in all the Gods, (ſays ; pet.;5. 


Plato\ and not at all, or very little, in Men. 

Now it 1s in the mean time a great Conſolation 

to a Chriſtian Man, to ſee our Frail and Mortals 
O 


Sebunde's Reaſons. As to the reſt, they .think , 
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The Wiſ- 


ly with 
God. 
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Parts fo fitly ſuited to our Holy and Divine 
Faich, that when we employ them to the Sub- 
jetsof their own Mortal and Frail Nature, they 
are not even there more equally, or more firm- 
iy,adjuſted. Let usſee then, if Man hath in his 
powerother more forcible and convincing Rea- 
ſons, than thoſe of Sehonde ; That is to fay, if 
it be in him to arrive at any certainty by Argu- 
ments and Reaſons. For St. Aug/ti»,diſputing 
againſt the people, has good cauſe to reproach 
them with Injuſtice, in that they maintain the 
part of our Belief to be falſe, that our Reaſon 
cannot eſtabliſh. And to ſhew that a great ma- 
ny things may be, and may have been, of which 
our Nature could not ſound the Reaſon and Cau- 


| fes,he propoſesto them certain known and un- 
. doubted: Experiments , wherein Men confels 


they ſee nothing, and this he does, as all other 
things, with a curious and ingenious Inquiſition, 
We muſt do more than this, and make them 
know, that to convince the weakneſs of their 
Reaſon, there isno neceſſity of culling out rare 
Examples: And that it is ſo defective, and fo 
blind that there is no ſo clear Facility clear e- 
nough for it, that to it the eafie and the hard is 
all alone ; that all Subjects equally, and Nature 
in general, diſclaims its Authority, and rejets 
its Mediation. What does Truth mean, when 
ſhe preaches to us to fly wordly Philoſophy, when 


demof the ſhe ſo often inculcates tous, That our Wiſdom 1s 
Wir'cfol- but Folly in the fight of God. That the vaineſt 


of all Vanities is Man : That the Man who pre- 
{umes upon his Wiſdom, -does not yet know 
what 
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what Wiſdom is ;. and that Man, whois nothing, 
if he think himſelf to be any thing, does ſeduce 
and deceive himfelf ? Theſe Sentences of the 
Holy Ghoſt do ſo clearly and lively expreſs that 
which I would maintain, that I ſhould need no 
other proof againſt Men, who would with all 
Humility and Obedience ſubmit to_ his Autho- 


rity: Bur theſe will be whipt at their own Ex- 
pence, and will not ſuffer that a Man oppoſe 
their Reaſon, but by it ſelf. Let us then for 
onceconſider a Man alone, without foreign Af- 
fiſtance, arnvd only with his own proper Arms, 
and unfurniſhed of the Divine Grace and Wiſ- 
dom, which is all his Honour, Strength, and 
the Foundation of' his Being, Let us fee what 
certainty he has,in this fine Equipage. Let him 
make me underſtand by the force of his Reaſon, 
upon what Foundarions he has built thoſe great 
Advantages, he thinks he has over other Crea- 
tures : Who has made him believe, that this 
admirable Motion of the Celeſtial Arch, the 
Eternal Light of thoſe Tapers that roll over his 
Head, the wonderful Motions of that infinite 
Ocean, ſnould be eſtabliſhed, and continue fo 
many Apes, for his Service and Convenience ? 


Can any thing be imagined fo ridiculous, that x Ag” 


this miſerable and wretched Creature, who is 
not ſo much as Maſter of himſelf, bur ſubje*t to 
the Injuries of all things, ſhould call himſelf Ma- 
ſter and Emperour of the World, of which, he 
has notpower to know the leaſt part, much leſs 


to command the whole. And this Priviledge 


Which he attributes to himſelf, of being the only 
O 2 Creature 
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Creature in this vaſt Fabrick, that has the Un- 
derſtanding to diſcover the Beauty, and the 
Paxtsof it ; the only one who can return thanks 
to the Architeft, and keep account of the Reve- 
nues and Disburſements of the World ; Who, [ 
wonder, ſeald him this Patent? Let us ſee his 
Commiſſion tor this great Employment. Was it 
granted in favour of the Wiſe only ? Few peo- 
ple will be concerned in it. Are Fools and 
Wicked perſons worthy ſo extraordinary a Fa- 
vour? And being the worſt part of the World, 
to be preferred before the reſt? Shall we believe 
Cicero! Quorum igitur cauſa quis dixerit effettum 
efſe mundum 2 Forum cilicet animantium, que ra- 
tione utuntur. Hi ſunt Dii & FHomines, quibus 
profetto nihil eſt melins. For whoſe ſake ſhall we 
therefore conclude, that the World was made > For 


theirs who bave the uſeof Reaſon : Theſe are Gods 


Lucret.l.5. 


and Men, thau whom certainly nothing can be bet- 
ter. Wecan never ſufficiently decry the Impu- 
dence of this Conjun&tion. But wretched Crea- 
ture, What has he in himſelf worthy of ſuch an 
Advantage ? To conſider the incorruptible Ex- 


iſtency of the Celeſtial, Bodies, their Beauty, 


Magaitude, and continual Revolution by ſo ex- 
act a Rule: , 


+; Cam ſaſpicimns magna C zleſtia mundi 
» Zempla ſuper,ſtel/iſque micantibus Athera fixum, 
Et vent Th mentem!Lunge, Soliſque viarum : 


W hen we above the Heavorly Arch behold, 
./Andthe vaſt Roofftudded with Stars of Gold, 
$1323.) | And 


A 
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And call! to mind the Courſes, that the Sun 
And Moon in their alternate Office run : 


To conſider the Dominion and Influence thoſe 
Bodies have, not only over our Lives and 


is | Fortunes; 


Fafta eteuim, & witas hominum ſuſpendit ab Manil. t3, 


aſtris. | 
I. 
|, Men's Lives and Actions on the Stars depend. 
e 
7 But even over our Inclinations, our Thoughts 


- and Wills, which they govern, incite, and agt- 
tate at the Mercy of their Influences, 


| wi Speculataque longe 1. bbs. 
Deprendit tacitis dominantia legibus aſtra, 

Et totumalterna mundum ratione mover, 

Fatoramgue vices certis diſcernere ſ1gnis. 


Contemplating the Stars, he tind thaa they 

Rule by a ſecret, and a ſilent ſway ; 

And that th' ennamel'd Sphears which rule 
above, | 

Do ever by alternate Cauſes move. 

And ſtudying theſe, he alſo can forſee, 

By certain Signs, the turns of Deſliny. 


To ſee that there isnot ſo much as a Man, no, 
not a King,exempt from this Dominion, but that 
Monarchies, Empires, and all this lower World, 
follow the Brawl of theſe Celeſtial Motions, 


O 3 Qaan- 


Ad #4 42.4. 


11. ibid. 
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Quantaque guam parvi faciant diſcnimina motus : 
Tantum eſt hoc reguum, quod Regibus imperat 


ipfts. 


How greata changeeach little motion brings; 
So great the Kingdom is, that governs Kings. 


If our Vertue, our Vices, our Knowledge, and 
this very Diſcourſe we are upon, of the power 
of the Stars, and the Compariſon we are ma- 
king betwixt them and us, proceed, as our Rea- 
ſon ſuppoſes, from their Favour : 


»»»= Furit alter amore, 

Et pontum tranare poteſt & wertere Trojam, 
Alterius ſors eit ſcribendis legibus apta : 
Ecce patrem nati perimunt, natoſque parentes, 
Mutudque armati coeunt in vulnera fratres, 
Non noſtrum hoc bellum eſt, coguntur tanta mo- 

Vere, 
Inque ſuas ferri ptenas, Iacerandaque membra. 


One Mad in Love may croſs the Raging Seas, 
Teoreturn proud 7/iunys lofty Palaces ; 
Another's Fate inclines him more by far, 

To ſpend his time at the litigious Bar. 

Sons kill their Fathers, Father kill their Sons; 
And one armed Brother *gainſt another runs. 
This War's not theirs, but Fazes that ſpurs 
1 Therm oft! , 

To ſhed the Blood, which ſhed, they muſt 

bemoan: S 


Ns _ 
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Chap. 1x. Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 


from the Bounty of Heaven, how is it poſlible 
that Reaſon ſhould ever make us equal to it? 
How ſubjeCt its Eſſence and Conditions to our 
Knowledge ? Whatever we ſee in that Body 
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ff we derive this little Portion of Reaſo» we have | <& < <p." | 


does aſtoniſh us ; que molitio, que ferramenta, qui Cic. de 


veftes, que machine, qui miniſtri tanti operis fu x Deo. 


erunt 2 What Contrivance, what Tools, what Tym- 
ber, what Engines were employed about ſo [tupen- 
dionus a Work > Why do we deprive it of Soul, 
of Life and Diſcourſe ? Have we diſcovered in 
it any immote or inſenſible Stupidity, we who 
have no Commerce with the Heavens, but by 
Obedience ? Shall we fay that we have diſco- 
vered in no other Creature, but Man, the uſe 
of a reaſonable Soul? What, have we ſeen any 
thing like rhe Sun ? Does he ceaſe to be, be- 
cauſe we have ſeen nothing like him ? And do 
his Motions ceaſe, becauſe there are no other 
like them? Tf what we have not ſeen, isnot, 
our Knowledge is wonderfully contratted. Que 
ſunt tant@ animi anguſtia > How narrow are our 
Underſtandings? Are they not Dreams of Hu- 
ma ity, to make the Moon a Celeſtial 


| 


Earth ? There to fancy Mountains and Vales, * 


as Anaxagoras did? There to fix Habitations 
and Human Abodes, and plant Colonies for 
our convenience, as Plato and Platarch have 
done ? Of our Earth to make a beautiful and re- 


ſplendent Star ? Iuter catera mortalitatis incom- Sex de ira: 
moda, & hoc eft, caligo mentium : Nec tantum ne- lib.2-cap.9. 


cefitas errandi, ſed errorum amor. Corruptibile 
corpus aggravat animam, & deprimit terrena- in- 
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' - habitatio ſenſum multa cogitantem. Among(t the 
other inconveniencies of Mortality, this is one, to 
have the Uuderſtanding clouded, and not only a 
Neceſſity of Erring, but a Love of Error. The 
corruptible Body ſtupifies the Soul, and the Earth- 
ly Flabition dulls the Faculties of the imagivation, 
. Preſumption is our Natural and Original Diſeaſe. 
7/-<n| The moſt wretched and frail of all Creatures, 
is Man, and withal the Proudeſt. He feels, 
and ſees himſelt lodg'd here in the dirt and filth 
of the World, nayld and rivited to the worſt 
and deadeſt part of the Univerſe, ia the loweſt 
Story of the Houſe, and moſt remote from the 
Heavenly. Arch, with Animals of the worſt 
condition. of three ;. and yet in his Imagination 
will be. placing himſelf above the Circle of the 
Moon, and bringing the Earth under his Feet. 
'Tis by the fame vanity of Imagination,that he 
equals himſelt to God, attributes to himſelf Di- 
vine Qualities, withdraws and ſeparates himſelf 
from the Crowd of other Creatures, cuts out 
the ſhares of Animals his Fellows and Compa- 
nions, and diſtributes to them Portions of Facul- 
ties and Force, as himſelf thinks fit. How 
does he know by the Strength of his Under- 
ſtanding, the Secret and internal Motions of 
Animals? And from what Compariſon betwixt 
them and us, does he conclude the Stupidity 
I ;{ heattributes to them » When I play with my 
ov 07. and we 
 * Cat, who knows whether I do not make her 
more ſport, than ſhe makes me? We mutually 
divert one another with our Play. If I have 
my hour to begin, or to refuſe, ſhe alſo has hers. 
| | Plato 


Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. | 


Plato, in his Picture of the Golden Age under 
Saturn, reckons, amongſt the chief Advantages, 
that..a. Man then had, his communication 
with. Beaſts, of whom inquiring and informing 


himſelf, -he knew the true Qualities and Diffe- 


rences of them all, by which he acquireda very 
perfe& Intelligence and Prudence, and led his * 
Life more happily,than we could do. Need we 
2 better Proof to condemn a Human Impy- 
dence in the concern of Beaſts? This great At- - 
thor was of Opinion, that Nature, for the moſt 
part, in the Corporal Form ſhe gave them, 
had only regard to the Uſance of Prognoſticks, 
that were in his time thence derivd. T he de- 
te&t that hinders Communication betwixt them 
and us, why may 1t not be on our part, as well 
as theirs 2 'Tis yet to determine, .where the 
Fault lyes, that we underſtand not one another ; 
for we underſtand them no more, than they 
do us, and by the ſame reaſon may think 
us to be Beaſts, as we think them. *Tis no 
great wonder if we underſtand not them, when 
we do not underſtand a Baſqxe. And yet ſome 
have boaſted, that: they underſtood them, as 
Apollanius Thyaneus, Melampus, Tirefias, Thales, 
and others. And ſeeing it 1s ſo, as Coſmogra- 
phers report, that,there are Nations that receive 
a Dog for their King, they muſt of neceſſity 
be able to interpret his Voice and Motions. 
We muſt obſerve the Parity betwixt us: We 
have ſome competent Apprehenſions of their 
Senſe, and ſo have Beaſts of ours, and much by... 
the ſame reaſon: The careſs us, threaten = 
an 


Seigueur de Montaign's Effeys. Book It, 
and beg. of” us, and we do+ the fame to them, 
Asto the'reſt, we manifeſtly diſcover, that the 
Conmu- have a full and abſolute Communication amo ngh 
"419% themſelves; and that they perfectly underſtand 
of Abarn.ry 
one another, nt only thoſe of the ſame, but 
rhemſilve of divers kinds. 


Lacketds. |? mute pecudes, & denique ſepta ferarum 
Diſt miles fuerunt vorces, variaſque claere 
Cam metus, aut dolor ft, aut cum jam gaudia 
gliſcunt. 


The tamer Heards, and wilder forts of Brutes, 

Though we, and rightly too, conclude them 
Mures, 

Yet utter diſſonant and various Notes, 

From: gentler Lungs, or more diſtended 
Throats, 

As Fear, or Grief, or Anger do them move, 

Or as they more approach the Joys of Love. 


J'</v\ In one kind of barking of a Dog, the Horſe 

| knows he is angry ; of another ſort of Bark,he'is 

x) Not afraid. Eveninth E= very Beaſts, that have 

' no Voice at" all, we eaſily conclude from the 

| Society of Offices, we obſerve amongſt them, 

| ſome orher fort of ' Communication ; their very 
Motions diſcover it, 


Bid. Non alia longe ratione, atque ipſa videtur 
Protrahere ad geſtum pueros infantia lingng. 


As 
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As we may ſee in Tongue-ty'd Infancy, 
Children bySigns,theirwant of Speech ſupply. 


And why not as well, as our Mutes diſpute, 
conteſt, and tell Stories by Signs? Of which I 


that way, thatinearneſt, they wanted nothing 
of the perfetion of making themſelves under- 
ſtood. Lovers are angry, reconciÞ'd, intreat, 
thank, appoint, and finally ſpeak all things,by 
their Eyes. 


TRAIL 


Haver prieghi, & parole. 


Even filence in a Lover, 
Love and Courtſhip can diſcover. 


What, with the Hands? We require, promiſe» 
call, diſmiſs, threaten, pray, ſupplicate, deny» 
refuſe, interrogate, admire, number, confeſs, 
repent, fear, confound, doubt, inſtruct, com- 
mand, incite, incourage, ſwear, teſtifie, accuſe, 
condemn, abſolve, injure, deſpiſe, defy , de- 
ſpite, flatter, applaud, bleſs, ſubmit, mock, re- 
concile, recommend, exalt, entertain, congra- 
tulate, complain, . grieve, deſpair, wonder, ex- 
chim, and what not? And all this with a Va- 
riation and Multiplication, even to the Emula- 
tion of Speech. With the Head we invite, re- 
mzad, confeſs, deny, give the lye, welcome, ho- 
nor,reverence,diſdain,demand,rejoice, lament,re- 
jR&,careſs,rebuke,ſubmic,huff, incourage, threa- 
ten,aſſure and inquire. What, with theEye-brows? 
What, with the Shoulders? There is not a —_ 

- that 


have ſeen ſome by practice, ſo ſubtle and ative. 


FI filentio ancor ſuole . 
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that does nat ſpeak, and in an Int elligible Lan. 
guage withoutDiſcipline,and a Publick Language 
that every one underſtands : From whence it 
ſhould follow, the Variety and Uſage diſtin. 
enhed from others, conſidered ; that theſe 
ſhould rather be judged the Propriety of Hyu- 
man Nature. I omit what neceſſity particu- 
larly does ſuddenly ſuggeſt to thoſe who are in 
need ; the Alphabets upon the Fingers, Gram- 
mars in geſture, and the Sciences which are 
only by them exerciſed and expreſſed with the 
Nations that P:zy reports, have no other Lan- 


m, 9.x guage. An Embaſſadour of the City of Abdera, 


after a long Conference with A4gjis, King of 
Sparta, demanded of him, Well, Sir, Whaz A- 
ſwer muſt I return to my Fellow-Citizens > That 
I have given thee leave, ( faid he) zo ſay what 
thou wouldeft, and as much as thou wouldeſt, with- 
out ever ſpeaking a word. Is not this a ſilent 
» ſpeaking, and very eaſie to be; underſtood ? As 
to the reſt, what 1s there in us, that we do not 
ſee in the. Operations of Animals ? Is there a 
Polity better ordered, the Offices better diſtri- 
buted, 'and more inviolably obſerved and main- 
tained, than that of . Bees? Can we imagine 
that ſuch, and ſo regular a Diſtribution of Em- 
ployments, can. be carried on without Conſj- 
11deration and Prudence ? 


His quidam fignis, atque hec exempla ſequuti, 
Eſſe apibus partem divine mentis, © hauſtus 
Zthereos dixere. 


Having 


Chap: 11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


Having contemplated the Working Bees, 
Their Civil Regiment, and Polices, 

; Some have not ſtuck preſently to conclude, 
That they in part with reaſon are eadwd. 


o W, 
The Swallows that we fee at the return of the x9, < £5 } 


—C—— 


Spring, ſearching all the Corners of our Houſes 
for the moſt commodious places wherein to 
build their Neſt, do they ſeek without judg- 
ment, and amongſt a thouſand, chuſe out the 
moſt proper for their purpoſe, without diſcre- 
tion ? In that elegant and admirable Contexture 
of their Building, can Birds rather make choice 
of a ſquare Figure than a round, of an obtuſe, 
than of a right Angle without knowing their 


knowing the different Qualities of thoſe Winds, 
and conſidering, that one is more: comfortable 
than the other ? Why does the Spider make her 
Web ſtreighter in one place, and ſlacker in ano- 
ther 2! Why now make one ſort of Knot, and 
then another, it - ſhe has not Deliberation, 
Thought and Concluſion ? We ſufficiently dil- 
cover in moſt of their Works, how much Ant- 
mals excel us, and-how unable our Art 1s to1mt- 


tate. 
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tate them. We ſee nevertheleſs in our more 
groſs Performances, that we employ all our Fa- 
culties, and apply the utmoſt _—_ of our 
Souls ; why do we not conclude the ſame of 
them ? Why ſhould we attribute to I know not 
what Natural and Servile Inclination, the Works 
that excel all we can do by Nature and Art ? 


opgelix Wherein, before we are aware, we give them 


a"mighty Advantage over us, in making Na- 
ture, with a maternal Sweetneſs, to accompany 
and Jead them, as it were, by the hand, to all 
the Actions and Commodities of their Life, 
whilſt ſhe leaves us to Chance and Fortune, and 
to ſeek out, by Art, the things that are neceſ- 
ſary to our Conſervation, at the ſame time de- 


nying us the means of being able, by any In- 


{ſtruction or Contention of Underſtanding, to 
arrive at the Natural ſufficiency of Beaſts ; fo 
that their brutiſh Stupidity ſurpaſſes, in all Con- 
veniencies, all that our Divine Intelligence can 


' do. Really, at this rate, we might with great 


reaſon call her an unjuſt Stepmother : But it is 
nothing ſo, our Polity is not ſo irregular and 
deform'd. Nature has been generally kind to 
all her Creatures, and there is not one, ſhe has 
not amply furniſhed with all means neceſſary 
for the Conſervation of his Being. For the com- 
mon Complaints that I hear Men make (' as 
the Liberty of their Opinions do one-while lift 
them up tothe Clouds, and then again depreſs 
them to the Antipodes) that weare the only 
Animal abandon'd, naked upon the bare Earth, 
tyed and bound,not having wherewithal to _= 
an 
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nore | 2nd cloath us,but Dy theſpoil of others ; whereas 
- Fa. | Nature has cover'd all other Creatures, either 
our | with Shells, Husks, Bark, Hair, Wool, Prickles, 
e of | Leather, Downe, Feathers, Scales and Silk, ac- 
not | cording to the Neceſlities of their Being ; has 
rs arm'd them with Talons, Teeth and Horns, 
rt ? wherewith to aſſault and defend, and has her 
em | lf taught them, that which is moſt proper 
Va. | for them, to ſwim, to run, tofly and to fing, 
ny whereas Man neither knows how to walk, ſpeak, 
at} | <at,or do any thing but weep, without teaching. 
e Tum porro puer ut ſevis projectus ab undis, Lucret.l5. 
m Navita; uudus humi jacet infans, indigus omni 
= Vitali auxilio, cam primum in luminis oras 
1 Nexibus ex aluo matris natura profudit, 

” Vagituque locum Iugubri complet, aquum eſt 

2 Cui tantim in vita reſtet tranſire malorum : 

4 At varie creſcunt pecudes, armenta, fereque, 
A Nec crepitacula eis opus eſt, nec cuiguan adhi- 
R benda eſt | 

: Almg nutricis blanda atque infratta loquela : 

| Nec warias querunt veltes pro tempore cal; : 

| 
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Denique nou armis opus eft, non menibus altis 
Queis ſua tutentur, quando omnibus omnia large 


Telus ipſa parit, naturaque dedala rerum. 


Like to the wretched Mariner, when toſt 

By Raging Seas, upon the deſart-CogfÞ, 
The tender Babe lies naked on the Earth, 
Of all ſupports of Life, ſtript by his Birth. 
When Nature firſt preſents him to the day, 


Freed from theWombwhere he impriſon'd lay, 
: k He | 
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of He fills the ambient Air with doleful Crys, 
34 Foretelling fo Lifes future Miſeries ; | 
Bur Beaſts, both mild and tame, greater and 
leſs. 
Doof themſelvesin height and bulk encreaſe: 
They need no Rattle, nor the broken Chat, 
By which the Nurſe firſt teaches Boys to 
prate, 
They not look out for diffrent Robes to 
wear, | 
According to the Seaſons of the Year ; 
And need no Arms nor Walls their Goods to 
ſave, | 
Since Earth and Liberal Nature ever have, 
And will, in all abundance {till produce, 
All things whereof they can have need or 
uſe. 


' TheSkin Thoſe Complaints are falſe ; there 1s in the Po- 
| ofa Mzn ity of the World a greater Equity, and more 
+ Jie niform Relation. Our Skins are as ſufficient 
| gain}® to defend us from the Injuries of the Weather, 
Path. 2; theirsare them ; Witneſs ſeveral Nations, that 
| yet know not the uſe of Cloaths. Our Ancient 
Gaules were but flenderly clad, no more than 
the 7ri/h, our Neighbours,in ſo cold a Climate : 
' But we may better judge of this by our ſelves : 
| —>GcE,7 For all thoſe parts, that we are pleasd to expoſe 
i to the Air, are found very able to endure it : If 
there be a tender part about us, and that ſeems 
to ben danger of cold, it ſhould be the Stomach, 
where the Digeſtion is, and yet our Fore-fathers 
wore them always open, and our Ladies as 
i |þ tender 
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' Niſhed with Meat, and Natural Drink without 


— 


, 


- 


tender and delicate as they are, go ſometimes The 4Ar- 
bare as low as the Navel. Neither is the bind- 57s 3! 
ing and ſwathing of Infants more neceſiary ; and cheir Bo- 


theTacedemonzan Mothers brought up theirs in/m7 9-1. 


all Liberty of Motion of Members, without any wh od 


Ligature at all. Our Crying is common with far; ne 
the greateſt part of other Animals, and there nece{ay. 
are but few Creatures, that are not obſerv'd to 

groan, and bemoan themſelves a long time after 

they come -into the World ; foraſmuch as it is 

a Behaviour ſutable to the weakneſs wherein 

they find themſelves. As to the uſage of Eat- * 

ing, it isin us, asin them, Natural, and with- 

out Inſtruction. 


F3 


Sentit enim vim quiſque Fam quam poſſit abuti, Thid. 


For every one ſoon finds his Natural Force, 
Which he, or better may employ ; or worſe. 


Whodoubts but an Infant,arriv'd to the ſtrength « @5 TE 


CCC 


of feeding himſelf, may make ſhift to get his 
Living ? And the Earth produces and offers him 
wherewithalgo ſupply his Neceſſity without 0- 
ther Culture and Artifice, and ifnot at all times ; 
no more does ſhe do it to Beaſts, witneſs the 
Proviſion; we ſee Ants, and other Creatures, 
hoard up againſt the dead Seaſons of the Year, 
The late diſcoverd Nations, ſo abundantly fur- 


* 
»%, 


Care, or without Cookery, may give us toun- 
derſtand, that Bread is not our only Food, and 
that without Tillage, our Mother Nature has 

i P pro- 
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provided us ſufficiently of all we ſtand in need 
of; nay, it appears more fully and plentifully, 
than ſhe does at preſent, that we have added 
our own Induſtry : 


| Lucret..2. #t tellus nitidas fruges, vinetaque lzta 


. Sponte ſua primum mortalibus ipſa creavit, 
Ipſa dedit dulces fetus, © pabula leta, 

u@ nunc vix noſtro gradeſcunt auita labore, 

Conterimuſque boves, & wires agricolarum. 


The Earth ſpontaneouſly did firſt afford 
Choice Fruits and Wines to furniſh out the 
Board: 
She pretty Ofsprings gave,and verdant Fields, . 
Which ſcarce, by Art, a better Harveſt yield; 
Though Men and Oxen mutually have ſtrove, 
With all their utmoſt Force, the Soil to 
tumprove. 


The Debauchery and Irregularity of our Appe- 

tite,” outſtrip all the Inventions we can contrive 

to fatisfie it. As to Arms, we have more that 

The Natu- are Natural, than the moſt part of other Ani- 
frag mals, more various Motions of Members, and 
' naturally,and without Leſſon ; and extra more 
Service from them :: Thoſe that are trained up 

. to fight naked, are ſeen to throw themſelves 

into thelike hazards, that we do. If fome Beaſts 

ſurpaſs us in this Advantage, we'ſurpaſs ſeveral 
others; and the Induſtry of fortifying the Body, 

and covering it by acquird means, we have by 
inſtin& and natural Precept. That it is ſo, the 

? Elephant 


Chap. 1 1: Seigneur Ae Vontilpms Effays. 


that Service, which he ſpares, and never 1m- 
ploys them at all to any other uſe } when Bulls 
oo to fight, they toſs and throw the Duſt 
about them : Boars wher their Tuskes, "4nd the 
Fchneamon, when he is to engage with the Croco- 
dile, fortifies his Body,” eovers and "Fiſts it all 
over with a certain cloſ& wrought -ahd' well- 
temperd Slime, as with a Cuirais ;/ Why ſhall 


our ſelves with Wood andre > As to\Speech, 


we not ſay, That it isalſo Natural for us toarm 


3tt 


Elephant ſharpensand whets the Teeth he makes 77, xj. 
uſe of in War, ( for he has particular ones' for phants 


Teeth: 


it is certain, that if it be ndf-natural,2P is nat _ 


_ heceſſary. Nevertheleſs believe, that a/Child, 


which had been brought up in an -abſolute” Soli- 
tude, remote from all Society of Men' ( wlttch 


would be a tryal very hard to'make}' would. 


have ſome kind of Speeth't6 expreſs his Mean- 
ing: And 'tis not to be ſupposd, that Nature 
ſhould have denyed that to us, which ſhe has 


given to ſeveral other Animals : For, what 1s 


this Faculty, we obſerve in them of 'complain- 
ing, rejoycing, calling to one another for Suc- 


cor, and the ſofter Murmurings of Love, which 


they perform with the Voice,other,than Speech > 
And why ſhould they not ſpeak to one another ? 
They ſpeak to us, and we to them. In how 
many ſeveral Tones do we ſpeak to onr Dogs, 
and they anſwer us? We converſe with them, 
in another ſort of Language, and other Appel- 
lations , than we do with Birds, Hogs, Oxen 


and Horſes; and alter the 1diom according to |: 


the kind. 


P 2 Coft 
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Coff per entro loro ſchiera bruna 
S*ammuſa Puna con Paltra formica, 


Forſe a piar lor via, & lor fortuna. 


Of provident Ants thus do the ſable Bands 
 *Gainſt one another head,to head make ſtands, 


T'obſerve each others ways perhaps,and ſome 


Perhaps to ſpy what: Prizes are brought 
home. | 


LaCltantins ſeems to attribute to Beaſts, not on- 
ly Speech, but Riſibility alſo. And the diffe- 
rence of Language, which is manifeſt amongſt 
us, according to the variety of Countries, is 
alſo obſerv'd in Animals of the ſame kind. 4r:- 


fotle, in proof of this, inſtances the various 


Lucret./.5. 


Calls of Partridges, according to the Scituations 
of Places: 


 «=-oV/arigque Yolucres 
Longe alias alio jaciunt in tempore voces, 
Et partim mutant cum tempeſtatibus una 
Rauciſonos cantus. 


And ſevral Birds do from their warbling 
Throats, | 

At ſevyral times utter quite different Notes, 

And ſorne their hoarſe Songs with the Seaſons 
Change. 


But it is yet to be known what Language this 
Child would ſpeak; and of that what is faid by 
wilt _ gueſs, 
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gueſs, has no great appearance. If a on a wil 
alledge to me in Oppoſition to this. Opinion, deaf Th 


[ anſwer, That that follows not only 'becauſe © 
= could not receive the Inſtruftion of ſpeak-: 
ing by Ear; but rather becauſe the Senſe of 
Hearing, of "which, they are depriv'd, relates 


to that of Speaking, and hold together by a na- 


5 tural and inſeparable Tye; 1n ſuch manner, thar 


what we ſpeak, we muſt firſt ſpeak toour ſelves. 
within, and make it firſt ſound in our own Ears; 


before we can utter it to others. All this have 
faid to prove the reſemblance there 1s in Hu- 
man things; and to bring us back, and joyn 
us to the Crowd. We are, neither above, :nor 
below the reſt. All that is under Heaven 
( ſays the Wiſe Man) runs one Law, and one 
Fortune. 


Indupedita ſuis fatalibus omniavinclis. Thid: 


----All thingsremain, 
Kept ſhort, and bound in the ſame fatal Chain. 


There is, indeed, ſome difference, there are 
ſeveral Orders and Degrees ; but it is under the 


 AſpeCtof one fame Nature : 


=-=-res queque ſuo ritu procedit, & omnes n;q, 
Fadere Nature certo di iſcrimina ſervant. 


All _— by their own rites proceed and draw 
 Towar 


their ends by Natures certaia Law. 
P 3 Man 


that thoſe who are naturally deaf, = _ ET 
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E x 6h T Man muft:be compelld;” and reſtrain'd within 
- >" the Bopndsofthis Pohty. Miſerable Creature, 
_ he is navIn a condition really to ſtep over the 
Rayloziheiis:farrered;-and circumſcrib'd, he is 
ſubjeQtetivo the faing Neceſſity -rhe other Crea- 
tures: at: his Rankand Order are ; and of avery 
meaw Condition; without any Prerogative, or 
true and real Preheminence. That which he 
atttihutes to:himfſelf by vain Fancy and Opini- 
ony\kagneither Body, nor Taſt : And ifit be ſo, 
that-he-only-of all the Animals, hath this Pri- 


Thaughrs repretenting to him that which 1s, 
thaciwhich ismot; amd that he would have, the 
Falſe, and the. True; ''tis an Advantage dearly 
bought,. and of which he has very little reaſon 
to:be:Proyd'; Seeing” that from thence ſprings 
the principal and original Fountain of all the 
| Evils that befal him, Sin, Sickneſs, Irreſolution, 
149 S Atflition, and Be'pair. I fay then (toreturn 
to my Subject ) that there 1s no apparence to 
induce a Man to'Btieve, that Beaſtsſhould by 
a'natural, .and forced Inclination, do the ſame 
things, that we by our Choice, and Induſtr 
do.: We. -ought-from like Efiects to conclude 
likeFaculkies, andfrom greater Effects greater 
Faculties: and conſequenily confeſs, that the 
ſame Meditation, and the very fame Ways by 
- Which we operats;"\yre common with them, or 
« that they have others that are better. Why 
ſhould we imagine this natural Conſtraint in 
thery, who experiment no ſuch. effe& in our 
ſelves Confidering/that it is more honorable 
Ln to 
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viledge of ' Imagination, and irregularity of* 
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to be guided, and obliged to act regularly by a 
wind; pre” irrefiftible Diſpoſition, and nearer 
ally'd to the Divinity, than to act regularly by a 
temerarious, and fortuitous Liberty ; and more 
fafe to entraft the Reins of our Conduct in the 


Hands of Nature, than our own. The vanity « J <1 


of our Prefumption is the Cauſe, that we had 


| rather own our Sufficiency to our own Induſtry, 


than to' her Bounty, and that we enrich the 
other Animals with natural Goods, and abjure 
them in their Favor, to honor, and enoble our 
ſelves with Goods acquired, very fooliſhly in 
my Opinion ; fo I ſhould as much value Parts 
and Virtues naturally, and purely my own, as 
thoſe T had begg'd, and obtain'd from Educa- 


, tion. Tris not in our Power to obtein a nobler 


Reputation, than to be favoured of God, and 


4Nature. For this Reaſon, ſhould we ſee the 


Fox, the People of Thrace make uſe of, when 
they. will attempt to paſs over the Ice of ſome 


frozen River, and turn himout before them ta 


— —— — 


that purpots, lay his Ear upon the Banks of the 
River, down tothe Ice, to liſten if from a more 
remote, or nearer Diftance, he can hear the 
norfe of the Waters Current, and according as 


he finds by that, the Ice to be of a leſs or - 


greater thickneſs toretire, or advance; had we 
not a reafon to believe from thence, that he 
had ſome thoughts, that we ſhould have upon 
the like Occaſion, and that it is a-Ratiocinati- 
on, and Conſequence drawn from nitural Sence 
that that which makes a noiſe, runs, that which 


runs is not frozen, what 1s not frozen is liquid 
P 4 and, 
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and that which is liquid, yeilds ro Impreſſion} 
For to attribute this to a vivacity of the Sence 
of Hearing without Meditation, and Conſe- 
quence is a Chimera that: cannot enter 1ntogthe 


Imagination.* Weare to ſuppoſe theſame of ſo 


many ſorts of Subtleties, and Inventions, with 
which Beaſts ſecure themſelves from, and fruſt- 
rate the Fnterprizes we complot againſt them, 
And if we will make an Advantage even of this, 
that it isin our power to ſeize them, to employ 
them in our Service, and to uſe them. at our 
Pleaſure, 'tis but ſtill the fame Adyantage we 
have over one another. We have our Slaves 
upon theſe terms, and the Climac:dz, were 
they not Women in Syria, which being on all 
four, ſerv'd for a Ladder, and half Pace, by 
which the Ladies mounted the Coach ? And the 


greateſt part of free Perſons, ſurrender for very, 
trivial Conveniences their Life, and Being, into” 


the Power of another. The Wives, and Con- 
cubines of the Thracians contend who ſhall be 
choſen to be ſlain npon their Husbands Tomb. 
Have Tyrants ever faibd of finding men enough 
vow'd to their Devotion : Some of them more- 
over adding this neceſſity ofaccompanying them 
in Death, as well as Life? Whole Armies have 
obliged themſelves after this manner to. their 


3:3; Captains. The form of the Oath in the rude 


School of Fencers who were to fight it. out to 


 the- laſt, was in theſe Words : We ſwear to ſuf- 


fer our ſelvefggo be chain'd, burnt, Burt, and kill'd 


| with the Sword, and to endure all that true Gla- 
Aiators ſuffer from their Maſter ; religiouſly en- 


55's 


lon? 
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zaging both Bodies,” and Soulsin his Service: 


Dre meum fi vis flamma caput, & pete ferro T1 ; 
Eleg.10, 


1, Corpus, & inorto verbere terga ſeca. 


6; Wound me with Steel, burn off my Head 
. . with Fire, -: | | 

Or ſcourge my Shoulders with well-twiſted 

. Wire, 


This was an Obligation indeed, and yet there ob/equies 
were ſome Years, ten thouſand who entred in- of *h-Sg- 
to it, and loſt themſelves in it. When the Scy- } 


thians interr'd their King, they ſtrangled upon 
his Body, the moſt beloved of his Conchbines, 
his Cupbearer , the maſter of his Horſe, his 
Chamberlain, the Uſher of his Chamber, and 
his Cook. And upon his Anniverſary they kill'd 
fifty Horſes mounted by fifty. Pages, that they 
had empail'd all up the ſpine of the Back to 
the Throat, and there left them fixt in Tri- 
umph about his Tomb. The men that ſerveus, 
do it better. cheap, and for a leſs curious and fa- 
vorable Uſage than that we entertain our 
Hawkes, Horſes, and Dogs withal. To what 
Solicitude do we not ſubmit for their. Conve- 


nience? I do not: think, that Servant: of the _ - 


moſt abje&t Condition-would willingly .do that 
for their Maſters, that Princes think it an Ho- 
nor to-do for theſe Beaſts.  Dzogenes ſeeing his 
Relations ſolicitous to redeem him from Servi- 
tude: They are Fools, ſaid he, 'tis that which 
treats, and nouriſhes, and that ſerves .me ; and 


they 
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they who make fo much of Beaſts, ought r4 
ther to be ſaid to ſerve them, than tobe ſery'q 
by them.. And withal, they have this of more 
generous, that" one Lyon .never ſubmitted to 
another Lyon; nor one Horſe to another, for 
want of Colirage. As we go to the Chace of 
Beaſts, fo do 7igers, and Lyons to the Chace 
bf Men ;- and do the fame Execution upon one 
another, Dogs upon Hares, Pikes upon Fenches, 
Swallows upon Flies, and Sparhawkes upon 


...  Blckbirds, and Larks: 
\ at $1435 © 67: 


' 2.91.1 1, hreSerpente cicouia pullos 


n->Nutrity' & inventa per devia rura lacerta, 
© Et teporem, aut capream famule Fovis, © ge- 
'"_ wervſe | 
it falts venantur aves. - | 
| rails » 


| The Storke her young - ones: nouriſhes with 


- And:Lizards found in-Meadows; and in 
Joves:Eagle truſſes Hares, and Birds of Prey, 
Hawke:in the Woods: © 7 © 7 


/ of 


| Wedividertie Quarry, as well as the Pains, and 
-- Labor» of i the Chace .with our Hawkes, and 
Hounds. \ \ And above: 4mphipotis in Thrace,the 


Hawkers, and wild Fanlcons:equally divide the 
Prey in» the middle: :As alſo along! the Lake 
Mzeotis, if the. Fiſhermen do not. honeſtly leave 
the Wolves. an equal - Share of what he has 
caught, they preſently go, and tear his Nets 
in 
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* 


jn/ pieces. Andias'we have a way of fiſhing, 
that is carried on more: by Subrlety, rhan Force, 
namely angling-with'Lines, and Hooks, there 
is alſo the like /amontigft other Animals. 4ri/to- 
tle fay's, that the Curtrle- Fiſh caſts a Gut. out of 
his Throat as long,iasaLine, which he extends, 
and draws back at pleaſure ; andas {he perceives 
ſome lirtle Fiſh approach her, ſhe lets it nibble 
upon the end of this Gat, lying herſelf con- 
ceaÞd in the fand, :or mud, and by little and 
little draws it in, 'till the .lictle Fiſh is ſo near 
her, that ar one ſpring ſhe may!ſurprize it. As 
to what concerns: ftrength,” rhere/ is no Cre- 


ture in the World expogd to ſo many Injuries, | 


as Man: Weneed not a Whale, an Elephant, or 
4 Crocodile, nor any ſuch like Animals, of 
which one alone is ſufficient to defeat a great 


number of men, to do our buſineſs: Lice are 


_ - 


ſufficient to vacate Sy/zs Diftatorſhip; and the | 


I —ctrone 


heart, and life of a'preat, and triumphant Ems- | 
peror, is the breakfaft' of a little 'comtemptible ' 
Worm. Why ſhould we fay, that ir'is only for 


La; 
, 


man by Knowledg; 
ditation, to diſtin 
for his being, and proper for the cure. of his Di- 
feaſes, to know'the virtues: of ' Rhubarb, and Por 
lypidy-: And when we {ee the Goates of Candie, 
when wounded with an Arrow, amongſt a mil- 
lion of Plants, chooke out Dizzanze for their 
cure, and the Torroiſe, 'when ſhe has eaten of a 


improv'd''by'Art:and Me- 


Viper, immediately go to look out for Origa- 


*um to puage her, the Dragon to rub, and clear 
his Eyes with Feme/, the Storkes to give c__ 
| elves 


uiſhrhe things commodious - 
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draw not only out of their own Bodies, and 


thoſe of their Companions, : but out of the Bo. 


dies of their Maſter too ( witneſs the Elephant 
of King Porus, whom Alexander defeated ) the 
Dart, and Javelins thrown at them in Battaile, 
and thar ſo dexterouſly,that we our ſelves cquld 
not doit with fo little pain to the Patient ; why 
got we ſay the ſame, that _ is — 
and Prudence 2 For toalledg to their diſparage- 
ment, that *tis by the fale infirudtion, and dict- 


_ ate of Nature, that they know all this, 1s not 


to take from them the dignity of Knowledg, 
and Prudence: But with greater Argument to 
attribute it to them, than to us; for the honor 
ot. ſo infallible a Miſtrſes. Corpprgho in all 
other things as ſcornful a Judg of the conditi- 
on of Animals, as any other Philoſopher what- 
ever, conſidering the motions of a Dog, who 
coming toa place where three ways met, either 
to hunt after his Maſter he has loſt, or in pur- 


| ſuit of ſome Game that flies before him, goes 


ſnuffing firſt in one of the Ways, and then in 
another, and after having made himſelf ſure of 
two, without finding the Trace of what he 
ſeeks, throws himſelf into the third without ex- 
amination ; he is forc'd to confeſs, that this 
Conſideration is in the — 5 have followed 
my Maſter by the Foot to this place, he muſt 
of neceſſity be gon one of theſe three ways, he 
is not gone this way, nor that, he muſt then 


infallibly be gone this other: And that aſſuring 


himſelf by this Concluſion, he makes no uſe on | 


( 
; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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his Noſe, in the third way, nor ever lays it to 


| the ground, bur ſuffers himſelf to be carried on 
by the force of Reaſon. This Sally, which is + 


purely Logical, and. this manner of ſtating Pro- 
politions divided, and conjoin'd, and the right 
enumeration of Parts, 1s it not every whit. as 
good, that. the dog know all this of himſelf, as 
to have learnt it by rules of Art? And Ani- 
mals are not incapable however, of being in- 
ſtruſted after our method. - We teach Black- 
birds, Ravens, Pies, and Parrats to ſpeak ; and 
the Facility and Complacency wherewith we 
ſee they lend us their Voices, and render both. 
them, and their Breath ſo ſupple, and pliant,to 
be form'd, and confined within a certain num- 
ber of Letters and Syllables, does evince, that 
they have an Examination of things within, 
which renders them ſo docile, and willing to 
learn. Every body , Ibelieve, 1s. glutted with 
the ſeveral ſorts of Tricks, that Tumblers teach 
their Dogs, the Dances where they do not miſs 
any one cadence of the Sound they . hear, the 
ſeveral various motions, and lcaps, they make 
them perform by the command of a Word : But 
I obſerve this Effect with the greateſt Admira- 
tion, which nevertheleſs is very common, of 
the Dogs, that lead the Blind, both in the Coun- 
try, and in Cities: I have taken notice how 
they ſtop at certain doors, where they were 
wont to receive Almes, -how they avoided the 
encounter of Coaches, and Carts, even there 
where they have had ſufficient room to pals; 
and have ſeen them by the Trench of a Town, 


forſake 


2.21 
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forſake a/plain, and.even Path, and take a worſe, 
only to Keep-their Maſters further from the 
ditch. How could a Manihave made this Dop 
underſtand, that it was'his'Office to look to 
his Maſters Satety only, and to deſpiſe his own 
Conveniency to ſerve him? And how had he 
the knowledg, that a way was large enough 
for him, that was not ſo for a blind Man? Can 
all this be apprehended without Ratiocination ? 


'#*<24 x I muſt not omit what Plutarch fays he ſaw of a 


dog at Rome, with the Emperor Yeſpaftan the 
Father, atithe Theatre of Marcellus. This d 

ſery'd a Player, that playd' a Farce of ſeveral 
Geſtures, and ſeveral Perſons, and had therein 
his part. Hewas amongſt other things to coun- 
terfit himſelt for ſome time dead, by reaſon of 
2 certain Drug he muſt be ſupposd to have ea-: 
\, ten: After he had fwallowed a piece of Bread, 
which muſt pals for the Drug, he began after 
a while to tremble, and ſtagger, as if he was 
aſtoniſh'd: Ar laſt ſtretching himſelf our (tiff, 
as if he had been dead, he ſuffered himſelf to 
bedrawn, and drag'd from place to place, as it 
was his part to do; and afterward, when he 
knew it to be time,he began firſt gently to ſtir, 
as if newly awak'd out of fome profound Sleep, 
and lifting up his Head, Jook'd about him after 


* ſuch a manner, as aſtoniſh'd all the Spe&Qators. - 


The Oxen that ſerv'd in the royal Gardens of 
Suſa, to water them, and turn certain great 
Wheels to draw Water . for that purpoſe, to 
which Buckets were faſtned ( ſuch as there are 
many in Laxguedoc ) being ordered every one 
to 
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to draw .a hundred turns a day : They were fo 
accuſtomed to this Number, that it was impoſ- 
fible by any Force, -to make them. draw one 
turn more, but, their Task being perforn'd, 
they would ſudcainly ſtop, and ſtand ſtill. We 


are almoſt Men before we can count a.hundred, 


and have lately difcovered Nations that have 
no knowledg of Numbersat all. There is more 
Underſtanding required in the teaching of 0- 
thers, than in being taught. 


But {exting afide x N'#> + oY 
what Democritus held, and prov'd, that moſt of | 
the Arts we have, were taught us by other Ant- . 4 


mals: As the Spider, to weave and ſew, the 
Swallow to build, the Swan and Nightingale 


Muſick, and ſeveral Animals by their imitation 
to make Medicines. Ari/totle is of Opinion, »« 


that the Nightingales teach their young ones to 
ſing, and ſpend a great deal of time, and care 
in it, from whence. it happens, that thoſe we 
bring up in Cages, .and have not had tune to 
learnof their Dams, want muchof the grace of 


their ſinging. We may judg by that, that they - 


improve by Diſcipline and. Study: And even 
amongſt the wild, it is not all. one, and every 
one alike, every one has learnt to do better,or 
worſe, according. to. their Capacity: . And. ſo 
jealous are they of one another, wilt learn- 
ing, that they contend with Emulation, and ſo 
vigorous a Contention, that ſometimes the van» 
quiſhed fall dead upon the place, the Breath ra- 
ther failing ;thanthe Voice. The younger ru- 
minate penſive, and begin to. .mutter ſome 


; broken Notes; the Diſciple liſtens to the Maſters 


: Leſſon, 


t 
| | 


bi 
i 
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Leſſon, and'gives the beſt account he is able;| 
they are filent by turns, one may hear Faults | 
corrected, and obſerve ſome Reprehenſions off 
: + the Teacher. I have formerly ſeen, ſays Ariu,, 
|  Elpha* an Elephant having aCymbal hungat each Leg, | 
: Cmbete and another faſtned to his Trunck, at the ſound 
of which, all the others danc'd round about him, 
riſing, and falling at certain Cadences, as they 
were guided by the Inſtrument, and took a de. 
light in Harmony. In the SpeCtacles of Rome, 
1+; there were ordinarily ſeen Elephants taught to 
eaughe ro Move and dance, to the ſound of the Voice, 
dance. Dances wherein were ſeveral Changes,and Steps, 
and Cadences very hard to learn. And ſome 
have been ſeen in private, ſointent upon their 
Leſſon, as to practiſe it by themſelves, that they 
might not 'be chidden, nor beaten ' by their 
Maſters. But this other Story of the Pe, of 
which we have Plutarch himfelf for warrant, it 
_ is very ſtrange: She was in a Barbers Shop at 
| Rome, and did Wonders in imitating with her 
Voice, whatever ſhe heard. It hapned one day, 
that certain Trumpeters ſtood a good while 
ſounding before the Shop : after that, and all - 
FP ,pthenext day, the Pie was penſive, dumb, and 
a Magpye melancholick ; which every body wondered at, 
« Rome. and thought that the noiſe of the Trumpets, 
had fo ſtupifited and aſtoniſh'd her, and that 
her Voice was gone with her Hearing: But 
they found at laſt, that it was a profgund Me- 
ditation, and a Retiring into herſelf, her 
Thoughts exerciſing and preparing her' Voice 
_ to imitate the Sound of thoſe Trumpets, = 
| tnat 
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that the firſt Voice {he uttered, was perfetly 
FaultsÞ to imitate their Strains, Stops, atid Changes; 
ons of f having by this new Leſſon quitted, and dif- ; 
Arizs | dained all the had learn'd before. I will not 0- x Ic 7 
Leg, | mit this other Example of a Deg alſo, which 
ound | the Tame Plutarch Tays he ſaw, being on ſhip- The Gs 
| board. This Dog being puzzeled how to get ningof a | 
they | the Oyl that was in the bottom of a Cruce, 2% tog-+ 
a de. | which he could not reach with his Tongue, by - 
reaſon of the narrow Mouth of the Vellel, went, 
t to Þ and fetch'd Srones, anc let them fall into the 

e 


"ice, | Jar, till he made the Oyl riſe fo high, that he 
eps, | could reach it. What is this but an effect of a 
2me | very ſubtle Capacity ? Tis ſaid that the Raveys x) 
heir # of Barbarie do the ſame, when the Water they 
hey | would drink is too low. This Aion is ſome- * 
ir | thing a-kin to what Juba, a King of their-Na- 
of | tion, relates of the Elephants ; then, when by 
it | theCraft of the Hunter, one of thern is trapt in 
at Þ certain deep Pits prepared for them, and covered 
cr Þ over with Bruſh, to deceive them, all the reſt;  _ 
Y, | ingreat diligence, bring a great many Stones, = yi 
le f and Logs of Wood to raiſe the Bottom ſo, that phaurs, co 
ll | they may get out. But this Animal, in ſeveral 4/ongage 
d_f other Effects comes ſo near to human Capaci- jj; 
t, | ty, that ſhould Tparticularly relate all that Ex- 
5, | perience hath deliver'd tous,I ſhould eafily have, 
t | whatTuſually maintain, granted, namely, that x 
there is no more difference betwixr ſuch and ſuch j 4<nv-1% 


a Man, thari betwixt _— Mari arid ſuch a | 
Beaſt. The Keeper of an Elephant 05 private x xc 807.) 


' | Houſe of Syraa, robd him every Meal, of the 
| halFof his Eooas: One day his Maſter 


o 


Q would 


9T2 
An Ele- 
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would himſelf feed him,, and poured the full | 


phane diſs meaſure of Barly he had ordered for his Allow. 


covers the 
Cheet of hu 


Keeper. 


=) 


| x) 


Javenal, 
flat. Þ. 


ance, into his Manger ; at which, the Elephant 
caſting an angry Look at his Keeper, with his 
Trunck ſeparated the one halt from the other, 
and thruſt it aſide,by that declaring the Wrong 
was done him. And another, having a Keeper 
that mixt Stones with his Corn, to make up 
the Meaſure, came to the Pot where he was 
boyling Fleſh for his own Dinner, and filkd it 
with Aſhes. Theſe are particular Efie&s : But 
that which all the World has ſeen, and all the 
World knows, that 1n all the Armies of the Le- | 
vant, one of their greateſt Forces conſiſted in ' 
Elephants, with whom they did, without com- 
pariſon, much greater Execution, than we now 
» do with our Artillerte ; which is, as it were, in 
their ſtead in a day of Battail, ( as may eaſily be 
ſupposd by ſuch, as are well read 1n antient 
Hiſtory. ) 


Siquidem Tyrio ſervire folebant 

Annibali, & noſtris dacibus, regique Moloſſo 

Forum Majores, & dorſo ferre Cohortes, 

Partem aliquam Belli, & euntem in pralia tur- 
man. 


Of theſe, thoſe of the largeſt ſize were wont 

The Carrhaginian ZZanuibal to mount : 

Our Leaders too theſe mighty Beaſts beſtrid ; 

An Elephant, great King Moloſſus rid ; 

Nay. more,upon their Backs they usd to bear 

Whole Bands, and Cohorts when they went 
"to War. | They 
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They mult peceſErily very confidently -fely 
upon the F1 —_ and Underſtanding. of thele 


Bealts, when they entruſted them with the 
Vantguard ofa Battail, where the leaſt ſtop they 
ſhould have made by reaſon of the bulk, and 
heavineſs of their Bodies, and the leait Fright 
that ſhould have made them tace about upon 
their own People, had been enough to ſpoil all, 
And there are but tew Examples where it has 
hapned, that they have fallen foul upon their 
own Troops, whereas we our ſelves, break in- 
to our own Battalions, and rout one another, 
They had th: Committion, not of one ſimple 
Motion only, but of many ſeveral things they 
were to perform in the Battail: As the Sparz- 
ards did to their Dogs in their new Conquet? of 
the Tades, to whom they gave Pay, and atlow- 
ed them a thare in the Spoil ; and thoſe Animals 
ſhew'd as much Dexterity, and Judgment in 
purſuing the Victory, and ſtopping the Purſue ; 
in charging and retiring as Occaſion requir'd, 
and in diſtinguithing their Friends from their 
Enemies, as they did Ardour and Feirceneſs. 


Wemore admire, and value things that are un- 


uſual and ſtrange, than thoſe of ordinary Ob- 
ſervation. TI had not elfe fo long inſiſted upon 
theſe Examples : For I believe, whoever ſhall 
ſtrictly obſerve what we ordinarily fee-in thoſe 
Animals we have among{t us, may there find as 
wonderful Effects, as thoſe we fetch from re- 
mote Countries, and Ages, *Tis one fame Na- 


.fure, that rouls her Courſe, and whoever had 
ſufficiently conſidered the preſent ſtate of things, 


Q 2 might 
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might certainly conclude both the future, and. 
the paſt. T have formerly ſeen Men brought hi- 
ther by. Sea, from very diſtant Countries, whoſe 
Language being not underſtood by us, and that 
moreover their Meen, Countenance, and Ha- 
bit, were quite differing from ours; which of 
us did not repute them Savages, and Brutes? 
Who did not attribute it to Stupidity, and want 
of common Sence, to ſee them mute, ignorant 
of the French Tongue, ignorant of our Saluta- 
tions, . and Cringes, our Port, and Behavior, 
from which all human Nature muſt by all means 
take its Pattern, and Example. All that ſeems 
ſtrange to us, and that we do not underſtand, 
we condemn. The fame things happen alſo in - 
the Judgment we make of Beaſts : They have 
ſeveral Conditions, like to ours ; from thoſe we 
may by Compariſon draw ſome Conjecture : 
But thoſe Qualities that are particular to them- 
ſelves, what know we what to make of them? 
The Horſes, Dogs, Oxen, Sheep, Birds, and 
moſt of the Animals that live amongſtus, know 
our Voices, and ſuffer themſelvesto be govern'd 
by them : So did Craſſus his Lawprey, and came 
when he calld it, as alſo do the Eeles that are 
in the Lake Arethuſa; and I have ſeen ſeveral 
Stews, where the Fiſhes run to eat at a certain 
call of thoſe who uſe to teed them. 


—nomen habent, & ad magiſtri 


Vocem quiſque ſuz venit citatus. 


'They 
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- firſt laid upon their Backs, and carried 


They every one have their own Names,and all 
Straightway appear at their own Maſters 
__ Call. 


We may judg of that; We may alſo ſay, that 
the Elephants have ſome participation of Reli- 


Purifications, they are obſerv'd to lift up their 
Truncks like Armes, and fixing their Eyes to- 


. wards the riſing of the Sun, continue long in 


Meditation, and Contemplation, at certain 
Houres of the Day, of their own Motion, with- 
out Inſtruction, or Precept. But becauſe we do 
not ſee any ſuch Signes in other Animals, we 
cannot for that conclude, that they are with- 
out Religion ; nor make any Judgment of what 
is conceal'd from us. As we diſcern ſomething 
in this Action, which the Philoſopher Cleanrhes 
took notice of, becauſe it ſomething reſembles 
our 6wn: He aw, he fay's, Ants go from their 
Ant-hill, carrying the dead Body of an Ant to- 
wards another Ant-hill, from whence ſeyeral 


' other Ants came out to meet them, as if to Communi- 
ſpeak, and expoſtulate with them; where after car1mef 


having been a pretty while together, thelaſt re- 
turn'd, to conſult, you may ſuppoſe, with their 
fellow Citizens, and ſo made twoor three Jour- 


neys, by reaſon of the difficulty of Capitulati- . 


on: Inthe Conclufion,the laſt commers brought 
the firſt a Worm out of their Burrow, as it 
were for the Ranſom of the Defun<t, which the 
home, 


Q 3 leaving 


Elephants 
participate 


gion, forasmuch as after ſeveral Waſhings, and 9 Re%g#- 
00. 
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leaving the dead Body to the others. 'This was 
. the Interpretation that Cleauthes gave of this 
| x 8:p/*| TranſaF1on, giving us by that to underſtand, 
| -” that thoſe Creatures that have no Voice, are not, 
nevertheleſs, without Practice,and mutual Com- 
munication, whereof *tis thorough our own 
Defect, that we do not participate ; and for 

l Fant reals. mpraas take upon us is 4 om 
| 2cxt46|Cenſure. But they yer produce other Effects, - 
g Fee 4) tar beyond Bi ga to which we are fo 
jar from being able to arrive by imitation, that 
we cannot ſo much, as by imitation conceive it, 
x.-Fenore) Many are of Opinion, that in the great, and 
_ — laſtnaval Engagement, that Anthony loſt to Au- 
guſtrs, his admiral Galley was ſtay'd in the mid- 
dle of her Courie, by the little Fiſh the Larins 
call Remora,by reaſon of the Property ſhe has of 
Tlaying all ſorts of Veſlels, to which the faſtens 

x) Herſelf. . And the Emperor Caligala, ſaylin 
” withag OT Ee Coalf A 
lis Galley only was ſuddainly ſtay'd by the fame 
Fiſh; which he caus'd to be taken, faſtned as it 
was to the Keel of his Ship, very angry that 
ſuch a little Animal could reſiſt both the Sea,rhe - 
Wind, and the force of all his Qars, by being 
only tfaſtned by the Beak to this Galley, ( for it 
15a Shell-Fiſh and was moreover, not without 
great Reaſon, aſtoniſh'd, that being brought to 
tim in the Long-Boat, it had no more the 
* Strength it had without. A Citizen of Zycicus, 
formerly acquired the Reputation of a good Ma- 
thematician, for having learnt the Condition of 
the Hedghog. He has his Burrow open in rs 
veric 
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and order of the moving of the Wing, from 
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verſe. places, and to ſeveral Winds, and fore- 
ſceing the Wind that is to come, ſtops the Hole 

on that ſide, which the Citizen obſerving, gave 

the City certain PrediQtions of the Wind, which , _ 

X -ange of 
was preſently to blow. The Cameleon takes her colour in 
Colour from the Place upon which it is laid ; the Came- 
but the Polypus, gives himſelf what Colour he p7,o 
pleaſes, according to Occaſion, either to con- 
ceal himſelf from what he fears, or from that he 
has a deſign to ſeize : In the Cameleon tis a paſe x (ame/eor) 
five, but in the Polypus 'tis an active Change. We ; 
have ſome C anges of Colour, as in Fear, An- 
ger, Shame, and other Paſſions, that alter our 
Complexions ; bur it is by the effeT of Suffring, 
as with the CameTzou. Iris in the Power of the 
Faundice indeed, to make us turn Yellow, but 
'tis not in the Power of our own Will. Now : 
theſe Effets that we diſcover in other Animals, ©8< 1" / | 
much greater than ours, ſeem to imply ſome 
more excellent Faculty in them, unknown to us ; 
as 'tis to be preſunrd ſeveral other Qualities, 
and Abilities of theirs are,of which no appearen- 
ces have arriv'd at us. Amongſt all the Pre- 
ditions of Elder times, the moſt antient, and 42m: 
the moſt certain, were thoſe taken from the —_— 
Flights of Birds, we have nothing like it, not a- way Pre- 
ny thing ſo much to be admired. That rule, ##% 


whence they deriv'd the Conſequences of future 
things, maſt of neceſlity- be guided by ſome ex- 
cellent means, to ſo noble an Operation: For to . 
attribute this great Effe& to any natural Diſpo- 
ſition, without the Intelligence, Conſent, and 

| * 7 [ne Medita- 
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Meditation of him by whom it is produc'd, is 
an Opinion evidently Falſe : That it is fo, the 


1 Camp 7 "7 Cram - Fiſh has this Quality, not only to be- 
| numn all the Members that touch her, but even 


through the Nets tranſmit a heavy dulnels into 
the Hands of thoſe that move, and handle them ; 
nay it is further ſaid, that if one powre Water 
opon her, he will feel this Numneſs mount up 
the Water to the Hand, and ſtupify the Feeling 
thorough the Water. This 1s a miraculous 
Force; bur'tisnot uſeleſs to the Cramp-Fifh, ſhe 
knows it, and makes uſe on't, for to catch the 
Prey ſhe defires, ſhe will bury herſelf in the 
Mud, that other Fiſhes, ſwiming over her,ſtruck 
and benumn'd with this Coldneſs of hers, may 


- fallinto her Power. Cranes, Swallows, and 0- 


ther Birds of Paſſage, by Thifting their Abode, 
according to the Seaſons, ſufficiently manifeſt 
the knowledg they have of their divining Fa- 
»culty, and put it in uſe. Huntſmen aſſure us, 
that to cull out from amongſt a great many Pup- 
pies, that which oughr to be preſerv'd for the 
beſt, the beſt way is to refer the Choiſe to the 
Damm, asthus, take them, andcarry them out 
of the Kennel, and the firſt ſhe brings back,will 
certainly be the beſt : Or if you make a ſhew 
as it you would environ the Kennel with Fire, 
thoſe that ſhe firſt catches up to Save.By which 
it appears they have another ſort of Prognoſtick, 
than we have; or that they have ſome Virtue in 
Judging of their Whelps, other, and more cer- 
tain than we have. The manner of coming into 
the World, of Engendring, Nonriſhing, Afting, 
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8 Moving, Living, and Dying of Beaſts, is fo 
- near toours, that what ever we retrench from 


their moving Cauſes, and add to our own Con- 

dition above theirs, can by no means proceed 

from any Meditation of our own Reaſon. For , or el; 
the Regiment of our Health, Phyſitians propoſe 

to us the Example of the Beaſts Manners, and 

way of living, for this ſaying, has in all times, 

been in the Mouth of the People. 


Tenez chaud les pieds, & la teſte, Plutarch. 


Au demeurant vivez en beſte, 


Keep warm <— Feet, and Head, asto the reſt, 


Live Iike a Beaſt. | . 


Generation is the principal of all natural Ati- 
ons. We have a certain Diſpoſition of Mem- 
bers, moſt proper, and convenient for us in that 
Aﬀair : Nevertheleſs, we are ordered to con- 
form to the Poſture of Brutes, as the moſt ef- 
fectual. 


—— more ferarum, Lucret.l.4- 
(Nnadrupedumque magis ritu, plerumque putan- 

tur, 
Concipere. uxores : quia fic loca ſumere poſſunt, 
Peforibus poſitis, ſublatis ſemina lumlis 


And condemn as hurtful, thoſe extravagant, 
and indiſcreet Motions the Women have ſuper- 
added to the Work, reducing them to the Ex- 
ample, and pradtice of Beaſts of their own Sex, 
more Sober, and Modeſt. | Nam 
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Nam mulier prohibet ſe concipere at que repugnat, 
Clunibus nfl virt Venerem ft Lzta retradtet, 
Atque exoſſato ciet omni pedtore fluttus. 

Eyicit enim fulci retta regione viaque 
Vomerem, atque locis avertit ſemints iftum, 


Bar A —_—— 


Benefators, and that Purſue and fall upon 
Strangers. and thoſe who Offend them, do in 
this repreſent a certain air of our Juſtice? As 
alſo in obſerving a very equitable Equality 1n 
the diſtribution of what they have, to their 
Young ; and as to Friendſhip, they haveit with- 


The love of 0ut Compariſon more lively, and conſtant, than 
a) Oct x Men have. King Ly/rmachas his Dog Hyracar, 
"Heaters, bis Maſter being dead, lay upon his Bed, ob- 


ſtinately refuſing either to eat, or drink, and 
the day that his Body was burnt, he took arun, 
and leap'd into the Fire, where he was conſum'd. 
As alſo did the Dog of 'one Pyrrhas; for he 
would not ſtir from -7 kis Maſters Bed, from 

| the time that he died; and when they carried 
him away, let himſelf be carried with hum, and 
at laſt leap'd into the Pile, where they burnt 
« his Maſter's Body. There are certain Inclina- 
tions of Aﬀe&@ion, which ſometimes ſpring in 
us, without the conſultation of Reaſon ; and by 
a fortuitous Temerity, which others call Sym- 

' pathy : Of which, Beafts are as capable, as we. 
We ſee Horſes take ſuch an Acquaintance with 
one another, that we have-much ado to make 
them 
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them eat or travail, when ſeparated : We ob- 
ſerve them to fancy a particular Colour in thoſe 


of their own kind, and where they meet it, run 


to it with great Joy and Demonſtrations of 
Good Will, and have a diſlike and hatred for 
ſome other. Colour. Animals have choice, as 
well as we, in their Amours, and cull out their 
Miſtreſles ; neither are they exempt from our 


| Jealoufies and implacable Malice. Deſires are 


either natural and neceſſary, asto cat and drink; 
or natural and not neceſſary, as the coupling 
with Females; or neither natural nor neceſſary : 


Of which laſt ſort, are almoſt all the Deſires of 
Men: They are all ſuperfluous and artificial : 


| For 'tis not to believed, how little will fatisfie 


Nature, how little the has left us to defire : 
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Our Ragous and Kickſhaws are not of her Or- | 


dinary. The Sroicks ſay, that a Man may live 


-of an Olive a day : Our delicacy in our Wines 


is no part of her Inſtruction, nor the over-afting 
the Ceremonies of Love. 


====neque ia 


Hor. b6b.2- 


| Magno prognatum depoſcit Conſule cunnum. Sat.2, 


Theſe irregular Deſires, that the Ignorance of 
Good, and a falſe Opinion have infusd into us, 
are ſo many, as they almoſt exclude all the Na- 
tural ; nootherwye, than if there were ſo great 
a number of Strangersin a City, as to thruſt out 
the Natural Inhabitants, or uſurping upon their 
Ancient Rights and Priviledges ſhould extinguiſh 
their Authority, and introduce new Laws and 

Cuſtoms 
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' Animals Cuſtoms of their own. Animals are much more 
more regu- Tegular thin we, and keep themſelves with 


lar than 


greater moderation within the limits Nature 
has preſcrib'd ; but yet not ſo exactly, that 
they have not an Analogy with our Debauches, 


&acly,x And as there have been known furious Deſires, 


XL) 


J) 
LY 
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that have hurried Men to the love of Beaſts, 
ſo therehas been examples of Beaſts that have 
fallen in Tove with us, and caught with mon- 
firous Aﬀection betwixt different kinds : Wit- 
neſs the Elephant who was rival to Ari/tophanes 
the Grammarian in the Tove of a young Herb- 
wench in the City of Alexandriy, who was no- 
thing behind him in all the Offices of a very 
paſſionate Suitor : For going through the Mar- 
ket where they ſould Fruit, be Souls take ſome 
in his Trunck, and carry them to her: He 
would as much as poſſible keep her always in 
his Tighr, and would ſometimes put his Trunck 
nnder her Hankerchief into her Boſom to feel 
her Breaſts. | hey tell alſo of a Dragon in 
love with a Maid, and of a Gooſe enamor'd of 


a Child,of a Ram that was Servant to the Min- 


ſtrelleſs G/aucza, and we ſee with our own eyes, 


« Baboons furiouſly in love with Women. We 


ſee alſo certain Male Animals, that are fond of 
the Males of their own kind. Oppzanus, and 0- 
thers give us ſome examples of the Reverence 
that Beaſts have to their Kindred in their Co- 
pulations ; but experience often ſhews us the 
contrary. 
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-o-=nec habetur turpe juvence  wOvia. Me 

' Ferre patrem tergo: Fit equo ſua filia conjux + tamib.o. 

Quaſque creavit, init. pecudes caper : Tpſaque 


+ | Chap-11. 
5 } 


- with Salt, and by accident ſtumbling there, ſo 
that the Sacks he carried were all wet, perceivin 
that by the melting of the Salt, his Burthen 
was ſomething lighter, he never failed fo oft as 
he came toany River tolye down with his Load ; 
till his Maſter diſcovering the Knavery, order'd 
that he Thould be loaden with Wool, wherein 
finding himſelf miſtaken, he ceasd to practiſe 
that Device. There are ſeveral, that very * 
lively repreſent the true Image of our Avarice, 
for we ſee them infinitely folicitous to catch | 
all they can, and hide it with exceeding great | 
Care, though they never make any uſe of it at = 
all. As to Thrift, they ſurpaſs us not only - s 03<hY 

| foul | 


at Cujus % 

16s. Semine concepta eſt, ex illo concepit ales. 

_y The Heifer thinks it not a ſhame to take 

Ye Her curled Sire upon her willing Back : 

n- The Horſe his Daughter leaps; Goats ſcruple 
it. not 

ow Tencreaſe the Heard by thoſe they have 
X NPE” F 

4 And Birds of all forts do in common live, 

y And by the Seed they were conceiv'd con- 
K _ ceive. 

. And for malicious Subtilty, can there be a more x 5 WM 
pregnant example, than in the Philoſopher 
Thales's 2 Who foarding a River loaden 
| 
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the foreſight and laying up, and ſaving Tor the 
' time to come, but they have moreover a great 


A hnf) deal of the Science neceſſary thereto. The Ants 


bring abroad into the Sun their Grain and Seeds 
to air, refreſh and dry them, when they per- 
ceivethem to mould and grow muſty, left they 
ſhould decay and rot. But the caution and pre- 
vention they uſe in gnawing their Grains of 
Wheat, ſurpaſs all Imagination of Human Pru- 
dence : For by reaſon that the Wheat does not 
always continue ſound and dry ; but grows oft, 
thawsand diſſolves, as if it were ſteept in Milk, 
whilſt. haſting to Germination, for fear leſt 
it ſhould ſhoot, and loſe the Nature and Pro- 
perty of a Magazine for their ſubſiſtence, they 
nibble of the end by which it ſhould ſhoot and 
+ ſprit. As to what concerns War, which is the 
greateſt and moſt magnificent of Human ACti- 
ons, I would very fain know,whether we would 
ſerve for an Argument of ſome Prerogative, 
or on the contrary fora Teſtimony of our Weak- 
neſs and imperfection ; as in truth the Science 
of undoing and killing. one another, and of ru- 
ining and deſtroying our own kind, has nothing 
in it ſo tempting, as to make it be coveted by 
Beaſts who have 1t not. 


==-guando leoni | 

Fortior eripuit vitam T.eo, quo nemore unquam 
o ol . » 9 7 o os 7 
Expiravit aper majoris dentibus Apris 2 


----Who ever yet beheld 
A weaker Lyon by a ſtronger kilbd ; 


Or 
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Or in what Forreſt was it ever known 
That a ſmall Boar dy*d by a mighty one ? 


cat 

nts : 

eds | | Yet are they not univerſally exempt, Witneſs pars te- 
er. # the furious Encounters of Bees, and the Enter. tix: 
ey | Prizes of the Princes of the contrary Armies: 
re- 1 

of ----ſzpe duobus Virg. 
= Regibus inceſſit magno djſcordia moty, Georg, 
ot Continuoque animos vulgi, & trepiduntia bello _ 
ft, Corda licet longe preſciſcere. 

k 

ak | Betwixt two Kings ſtrange Animoſities, 

» Bb With great Commotion often do ariſe, 

y | When ftreightthe Vulgar fort are heard from 

d | far bl 

e Sounding their little Trumpets to the War. 

| os 

j F I never read this Divine Obſervation, but thar, 


| methinks, I there {ee Human Folly and Vanity 
; repretented in their true and lively Colours. For 
= theſe Preparations for War that fo fright and 
aſtoniſh us with their Noiſe and Tumult, this 
rattle of Guns, Drums and confuſed Voices: 


Fulgur ubi ad calum ſe tollit, totaque circum Lucret, 
Are renideſcit tellus, ſubterque virum vi lip.2. 
Excitur pedibus fonitus, clamoreque moutes 

Titi rejettant voces ad fidera mund:. 


When burniſh'd Arms to Heav*n dart their 
Rays, 
And the Earth glows with Beams of fhining 
Braſs. 
And 
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And trampled is by Horſes, ' and by Men, - 
Until the Center even groans again, 
And that the Rocks, ttruck by the various : 


Crys, 
Reverberate the Sound unto the Skies. 


In the dreadful embatrelling of fo many thou- 
ſands of Armed Men, and ſo great Fury, Ar. 
dour and Courage, 'tis pleaſant to conſider, by 
what idle occaſion they are excited, and by how 


light ones appeasd. 


Paridis propter narratur amorem, 
Gracia Barbarie diro colliſa duello. 


Of wanton Paris the. illicite Love, 
Did Greece and 7roy to ten years Slaughter 
move. - : 


=, *Y 
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| Lawsof X All 4fria was ruin'd and deſtroy'd for the ungo« | 
E kj ent verwdTaſt of one taſtiviews Parr, | The Envy" 
IF :zPais of one ſingle Man, a Deſpite, a Pleafure or a 
| @ndHclen. Domeſticl retloare Canes, that ought not to 
» . 
IF . ſet two Oyſter-wenches by t 6 Pars, 1s the 
It mover of all this mighty Buſtle. Shall-we be- 
[3 lieve thoſe who are themſelves the Principal 
x) Authors of theſe Miſchiefs? Let- us then hear 
E. the greateſt and moſt victorious Emperour, that 
Ever was, making ſport of,” and, with marvel- 
Jous Ingenuity, deſcanting upon, and turning 
en ridicule, ſeveral Battels fought both by Sea 
and Land, the Blood and Lives of five hundred 


thouſand- Men that followed his Fortune, _ 
the 
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" the Strength and Riches of two parts of 
the World drain'd for the expence of his 
ous # Expeditions: 


Quod futuit Glaphyran Antonius, hanc mihi pa. Mart.L.ux, 


| a Eprg.21. 
Wi Fabvia conllituit, ſe quoque uti futuam: 
\r. Fulviam ego ut futuam 2 Quid ft me Manius 
by | ' oret | 
w i Padicem, faciam? Non puto, ft ſapiam. 
Aut futue aut pugnemus , ait: Quid fi mihi 
Vita 


C harior eff ipſa mentula > Signa canant. 


| £{T uſe my Latin withtheLiberty of Conſcience 

4 - you are pleasd to allow me. ) Now this great 

r | Body has ſo many Fronts, and has ſo many Mo- 
$ tions, as ſeems to threaten Heavenand Earth, 


Quam multi Lybico voluuntur marmore flutus, Encid. 
Sevis ubji Orion hybernis conditur undis : 0.7. 
| Fel cum ſole novo denſe torrentur Ariſte, 
Aut Hermi campo, aut Lycie flaventibus arvis, 
. Scuta ſonant , pulſique pedum tremit excita 
tells. 


" VP, Vw, wow Mo, DI Re" 
RY wo , 


As num'rous as the Lybian Waves that row], 

When in thoſe Seas 0rzoz does controul ; 

Or thick-ſet Ears ſcorch'd by the Summers 
Ray NE 

On Hermus Banks, or fruitful Lycza, 
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Are the bright Shields, that dreadfully re. 
ſound 5 

And as they march, their F ooting ſhakes the 
Ground. | 


This furious Monſter with ſo many Heads and 
Arms, is yet Man, feeble, calamitous and mi- 
ſerable Man. *Tis but an Ant-hill of Ants di- 
ſturb'd and provoak'd by a Spurn, 


| © Virg. An. 47 nigrum campis agmen. 


lib. 4. 


\ (dug 


Virg. Ge- 
er. lib. 4. 


The black Troop marches to the Field. 


A contrary Blaſt, the croaking of a flight of Ra- 
vens; the Stumble of a Horſe, the caſual Paſ- 
ſage of an Eagle, a Dream, a Voice, a Sign, 
a Morning Miſt are any one of them ſufficient 
to beat down and over-turn him. Dart but 
a Sun-beam in his Face, he is melted and vani- 
ſhed. Blow but a little Duſt in his Eyes, as 
our Poet ſays of the Bees ; and all our Enſigns 
and Legions, with the Great Pompey himſelt at 
the Head of them, are routed and cruſhed to 
pieces: For it was he, as I take it, that Serto- 
rius beat in Spaiz, with thoſe brave Arms ; 
which alſo ſerv'd Eumenes againlit Antigonus,agd - 
Surena againſt Craſſus : 


TTi motus animorum, atque hac certamina tanta 
Pulveris exigui jattu compreſſa quieſcent. 


This 


f 
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This mighty Anger, and theſe furious Blows, 
A handful of Dutt thrown, will ſoon compole. 


Let us but flip our Flies after them, and they 

| will have the Force and Courage to deteat ther. qa: 

| Of freſh Memory the Portugueſe having beſeig'd x $ <1” 
the City of 7amly in the | erritory of Yraizae, _, _. 
the Tnhablitants of the place brought a great of Tanks 
many Hives, of which are great plenty in that r4is'd & 
place, upon the Wall; and with Fire drove 
the Bees ſo furiouſly upon the Enemy, that they 
gave over the Enterprize, and truisd up their 
Baggage, being not able to ſtand their Attacks, 
and: endure their Stings. And ſo their City, 
by this new ſort of relief, was freed from the 
Danger, with ſo wonderful a Fortune, that at 

' their return from the Purſuit, they found they | 
had not loſt ſo much as one Man. The Souls pct: 

of Emperours and Coblers are caſt in the fame 
Mould. The weight and importance of the 
Attions of Princes confiderd, we perſuade 
our ſelves that they muſt be produced by ſome 
as weighty and important Cauſes : But we are | 
deceived, for they are puſhed on, and pulPd | 
back in their Motions, by the fame Springs,that 
weare in our little Undertakings. The ſame rea- 
fon that makes us wrangle with a Neighbour, 
cauſes a War betwixt Princes ; the ſame reaſon 
that makes us whip a Lacquay, falling into the 
Hands of a King, makes him ruin a whole Pro- 
vince. They are as prompt, andaseaſily mov'd z) 
as we, but they are able to do more Miſchiet. | 

R 2 In 
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©) | In a Grat and an Elephant the Paſſion is the 
ſame.” As to what concerns Fidelity, there is 

, no Animal in the World fo treacherous as a 

| 2. # Man. Our Hiſtories have recorded the violent 
If Dope ee Purſuits that Dogs have made after the Mur- 
5597: therers of their Maſters. King Pyrrbus obſer- 
EM = Sa Dog that watch'd a dead Man's Body, and 
= tianng ch at he had for three days toge- 
ther in that Office, commanded that the 

Body ſhould be buried, and took the Dog along 

with him. One day as he was at a general Mu. 

fer of his Army, this Dog was aware of his 
Maſters Murtherers, and with great Barking, 

and extream ſigns of Anger, flew upon them, 

by this firſt Accufation, awaking the Revenge 

of this Murther, which was ſoon after perfected 

* by Formof Juſtice. As much was done by the 
Dog of the wife Hefrod, who convinced the 

Sons of Ganiſtor of Navpattus of the Murther 
_ committed in the perſon of his Maſter. Ano- 
% ) ether Dog being to guard a Temple at Athens, 
having ſpied a Sacrilegious Thief, who car- 
The Fide- Tied away the faireſt Jewels, fell to barking at 
ye 4 himwithall the force he had ; But the Warders 
 D&i"P*- rot awaking at the Noife, he followed him, and, 
| 5 Sarrile- day being broke, kept of at a farther diſtance, 
| 270u5777- without loſing ſight of him; if he offer d h him 
of any thing to eat, would not rake 3 it, but would 
wag his Tail ar all the Paſſengers he met, and 

took whatever they gave him at their hands ; 

and if the Thief laid down toſleep, he likewiſe 
 Rayed upon whe place. The News of this Dog 
> being c come to the Warders of this Church, they 
I put 
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put themſelves upon the purſuit, inquiring of 
the Colour of the Dog, and at laſt tound him 
in the City of Cromyon, and the Thief alſo whom 
they brought back to Athers, where he had 
his reward : And where the Judges, taking 
Cognizance of the good Office, order'd a cer- 
tain Meaſure of Corn for the Dog's daily Suſte- 
nance, at the Publick Charge, and the Prze/?s 
to take care in it. Plutarch delivers this Story 
for a moſt certain truth, and that hapned in the 
Age wherein he livd. As to Gratitude ( for 
I doubt,we had need bring this word into a little 
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greater repute) thisone example, which 4ppion 73, Gre. 
reports himſelf to have been an Eye-witnels of, #itude of 


the fighting of ſeveral ſtrange Beaſts, and prin- 
cipally of Lyons of an unuſual fize; there was 
one amonglt the reſt, who, by his furious De- 
portment, by the ſtrength and largeneſs of his 
Limbs, and by his loud and dreadful Roaring, 
attracted the Eyes of all the Spetators. A- 
moneſt other Slaves, that were preſented to 
the people in this Combat of Beaſts, there was 
one Androdus of Dacia, belonging to a Roman 
Lord of Conſular Dignity. This Lyon having 
ſeen him at diſtance, firſt made a ſudden ſtop, 
as it were, 1n 2 wondring poſture, and then 
ſoftly approached nearer in a gentle and peace- 
able manner, as if it were to enter into acquain- 
tance with him. This being done, and being 


now aſſured of what he ſought for, he began to 


wag his Tail, as Dogs do when they flatter 
| R 3 their 


| ſhall ſuffice. One day (fays he) that at Rome TINO t0- 
they entertain'd the people with the pleaſure of 572. 
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their Maſters, and to kiſs and lick the Hands 
and Thighs of the poor Wretch, who was be- 
ſides himſelf, and almoſt dead with fear. A»- 
drodus being by this kindneſs of the Lyon, a 
little come to himſelf, and having taken fo 
much heart, ' as to conſider and know him; 


it was a fingular Pleaſure to ſee the Joy and Ca- 


reſſes that paſſed betwixt them. At which, the 
people breaking into loud Acclamations of Joy, 
the Emperour caus'd the Slave to be calPd, to 
know from him the cauſe of ſo ſtrange an Event ; 
who, thereupon told him a new and a very 
ſtrange Story : My Maſter ( faid he ) being 
Proconſul in Africk, | was conſtrained by his 
Severity and cruel Uſage, being daily beaten, tn 
ſteal from him, and to run away. And to hide 
my ſelf ſecurely from a perſon of ſo great Au- 
thority in t!:2 Province, Ithought it my beſt 
way to fly w the Solitudes, Sands, and unin- 
habitable parts of that Corntry, reſolv'd, that 
in caſe the means of ſupporting Lite ſhould 
chance to fail me, to make ſome ſhift or other 
to kill my ſelf. The Sun being exceſſively hot 
at Noon, and the Heat intolerable, I acciden- 
tally found a private and almoſt inacceſſible 


————— — 


Cave, and went into it. Soon after there came 
in to me this Lyon with one Foot wounded and 
bloody ; complaining and groaning with the 
Pain he indurd: At his coming I was exceed- 
ingly afraid, but he having eſpied me hid in a 
corner of his Den, came gently to me, holding 
out, and ſhewing me his wounded Foot, as it 
he demanded my afliſtance in his _— [ 

tnen 
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then drew out a great Splinter he had got there, 


and growing a little more familiar with him, 
ſqueezing the Wound, thruſt out the Dirt and 
Gravel was got into it, wiped and cleanſed it 
the beſt I could : He finding himſelf ſomething 
better, and much eafted of his Pain, laid him 
down to repoſe, and preſently fell afleepwith 


' his Foot in my hand. From that time for- 


ward he and I lived together in this Cave three 
whole years, upon one and the fame Diet ; for 
of the Bealts that he kill'd in hunting, he always 
brought me the beſt pieces, which I roaſted in 
the Sun for want of Fire, and fo eat it. At laſt 
growing weary of this wild and brutiſh Lite, the 
Lyon being one day gone abroad to hunt for 
our ordinary Proviſion, I eſcaped from thence, 
and the third day after was taken by the Soul- 
diers, who brought me from Africk to this 
City to my Maſter, who preſently condemn'd 
me to dye, and to be thus expog'd to the wild 
Beafts. Now by what I ſee, I perceive that 
this Lyon was alſo taken ſoon after, who would 
now have recompenſed me for the Benefit and 
Cure that he receiv'd at my hands. This is the 
Story that Androdus told the Emperour, which 
he alſo conveyed from hand to hand to the peo- 
ple : Wherefore at the general Requeſt, he was 
abſolved from his Sentence, and {et at liberty ; 
and the Lyon was by order of the people, pre- 
ſented to him. We afterwards ſaw ( ſays 4p- 
pion) . Androdus leading this Lyon, in nothing 
but a ſmall Leaſh, from Tavern to Tavern ar 
Rome, and receiving what Money every body 

R 4 | would 
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i would give him, the Lyon being ſo gentle, as 
| wening efto ſuffer himſelf to be covered with the Flowers 
I pray er that the People threw upon him, every one that 
eboſewe met him, ſaying, There goes the Lyon that en- 
love. tertaiwd the Man, there goes the Man that curd 
£ che the Lyon. We oft lament the loſs of the Beaſts 
we love, and fo do they the loſs of us. | 


| virg. Poſt bellator equus, pofitis infignibus, AEthon 
| _—_ It lacrymans, guttiſque humettat grandibus ora. 


— The Triumph more to Grace, 
Athon his Horſe of War, came'next in place, 
Who of his Trappings ſtript, ſhew'd ſuch re- 

gret, | 
That with large Tears his hairy Cheeks were 
== |: | Ys | 7 


As ſome Nations have their Wives in Common, 

and ſome others have every one his own: Is 

not the ſame evident amongſt Beaſts, and Mar- 

riages better kept than ours As to the Socie- 

ty, and Confederation they make amongſt 

Society a- themſelves, to league themſelves together, and 
mongſt to give one another mutual Aſſiſtance : Is it not 
Beals. manifeſt, that Oxev, Hogs, and other Ani- 
mals, at the Cry of any of their Kind, that we 
| oftend, all the Heard run to his Ayde, and em- 
| A Fiſb x body for his Defence? The Fiſh Scarus, when 
wr T) he has ſwallowed the Anglers Hook, his Fellows 
— _ all crowdabouthim, and gnaw the-Line in pei- 
ces; andif by chance, one be got into the Leap, 
or Whele, hs others preſent him their Tayls - 
| | tNe 


the out fide, which he holding faſt with his 
Teeth, they after that manner diſengage, and 
draw him out. Mullets, when one of their 
Companions is engaged, croſs the Line over 
their back, and with a Fin they have there, in- 


dentedlike a Saw, cut and faw it aſunder. As to * 


the particular Offices that we receive from one 
another, for the Service of Life, there are ſe- 
that the Whale never moves, that ſhe has not 
always before her a little Fiſh, like the See-Gud- 
g70s, forthis reaſon calPd the Guide-Fiſh ; whom 
the Whale Follows, ſuffering himſelf to be led, 
and turr'd with as great Facility, as the Stern 
guides the Ship: In Recompence of which Ser- 
vice alſo, - whereas all other things, whether 
Beaſt, or Veſſel, that enters into the dreadful 


Gulf of this Monſters Mouth, is immediately 


loft, and ſwallowed up, this little Fiſh retires 
into it in great Security, and there ſleeps, du- 
ring which, the Whale never ſtirs : But fo ſoon 
as ever 1t goes out, he immediately follows : 
and if by ene heloſes the ſight of his little 
Guide, he goes wandring here, and there, and 
ſtrikes his Yides againſt the Rocks, like a Ship 
that has loſt her Rudder >: Which Plutarch at- 


1 —— 


Wren, and the Crocodile ; the Wren ſerves for 
a Centinel over this great Animal: And if the 
Ichneumon, his mortal Enemy, approach to fight 


- him, this little Bird, | for fear leſt he ſhould 


ſurprize him a ſkep, 'both with his Voice, _— 
FD Bi 
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Bill, rouſes him, and gives him notice of his 
Danger. He feeds of this Monſters Leavin 

who receives him familiarly into his Mouth, fuf. 
fering him to pick in his Jaws, and betwixt his 
Teeth, and thence to pick out the Bits of Fleſh 
that remain, and when he has a mind to ſhut 
his Mouth, he firſt gives the Bird warning to 
go out, by cloſing it by little and little, with- 


+ out bruiſing, or doing it any harm at all. The 


Shell-Fiſh, calbd a Naker, lives alſo with the 
Shrimp in the ſame Intelligence; a little ſort of 
Animal, of the Lobſter kind, ſerving him in the 


+ Nature of a Porter, fitting at the opening, of 


the Shell, which the Nater keeps always gaping 
and open, till the Shrimp fees ſome little Fiſh, 
proper for their Prey, within the hollow of the 
Shell, for then ſhe enters too, and pinches the 
Naker fo to the Quick, that ſhe is forc'd to cloſe 
her Shell, where they two together devour the 
Prey they have trapt in their Fort. In the man - 
ner of living of the 7#nnzes, we obſerve a ſingu- 
lar Knowlege of the three parts of Mathema- 
ticks. Asto Aſtrologie, they teach it Men, for 
they ſtay in the Place where they are ſurpriz'd 
by the Brumal Solſtice, and never ſtir from 


. thence till the next Equizox : For which Rea- 


ſon, Ariftozle himſelf attributes to them this 
Science. As to Geometrie and Arithmetick, they 
always form their Body 1n the Figure of a Cube, 
every way Square, and make up the Body of a 
Battalion, ſolid, cloſe, and environ'd round 
with ſix equal Sides : So that ſwimming 1n this 
{quare Order, as hrge behind, as before; who- 

ever 
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' was to fall upon rhe Kid, his Familiar, and his 


ever in ſeeing them can count one Rank, may 

aſfily number the whole Troop, by reafon that 

the Depth is equal to the Breadth, and the - 
Breadth to the Length. As to Magnanimity, it * x wy 
will be hard to give a better Inſtance of that, than ,F=—-* 
in the Example ofthe great Dog, ſent to Alexan- Indian 

der the Great, from the ſrdies: They firſt D%- 
brought him a Szag to Encounter, next a Boar, 

andatter that a Bear , All which he ſlighted, and : 
diſdain'd to ſtir from his place; but when he 

fawa Lyon, he then inimediately rousd him- 

ſeſf; evidently manifeſting, that he declar'd 

that alone, worthy to enterthe Liſts with him. - þ _ | 
As to what concerns Repentance, and the ac- x Y < |: ] 
knowledgment of Faults, 'tis reported of an E- 

lephant, that having, in the impetuoſity of his :axce of an 
Rage, kilÞd his Reeper, he fell into ſo extream Epherr. 
a Sorrow, that he would never after Eat, but | 
ſtarv'd himſelf to Death. And as to Clemency, g xt: c /q%} 
tis faid of a 7iger, the moſt inhuman of all I 
Beaſts; that a Kid having been put in to him, he 
ſuffered two days Hunger rather than hurt it, 
and the third, broke the Grate he was ſhut up 
in, to go ſeek elſwhere for Prey, ſo unwilling he 


Gueſt. Andas to the Laws of Familiarity and 
Agreement, fornvd by Converſation, 1t ordina- 
rily happens, that we bring up Cats, Dogs, and 
Hares, tame together : But that which Seamen 
experimently know, and particularly in the C- 
lician Sea, of the Quality of the HZalcyons, does Marvet- 


clous condi= 


ſurpaſs all human 1 hought. Of what kind of ,,,,"+:z, 


a 


Animal has Nature ever ſo much honour'd the Haier. 
Sitting, 
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oitting, Enlivening, and Diſcloſing? The Poets 


indeed ſay, that one only P11 of Delos, that be. 


fore was a floating Iſland, was fix*d for the Ser- 
vice of Latona's lying in ; but God has order 
that the whole Ocean ſhould be ſtay'd, made 
Stable and ſmooth'd without Waves, without 
Winds, or Rain, whiPſt the Falcyox broods up. 
on her Young, which is juſt about the Solſtice, 
the ſhorteſt day of the Year; fo that by her 
Privilege, we have feaven Days and ſeven 
Nights, in the very heart of Winter, wherein 
we may fayl without Danger. Their Females 
never have todo with any other Male, but their 
own, whom they always ſerve, and aſſiſt, with- 
out ever forſaking him all their Lives: If he 
happen to be weak, and breaken with Age.they 
take him upon their Shoulders, carry him from 
place to place; and ſerve him to Death. But 
the moſt inquiſitive into the Secrets of Nature, 
could never yet arrive at the Knowledg of the 
wonderful Fabrick, and Architecture wherewith 
The ſtru- the Halcyon builds her Neſt for his little ones, 
ure of nor gueſs at the matter. Plutarch, who has 


rerdl 1; ſeen, and handled many of them, thinks it is 


the matter the Bones of ſome Fiſh, which ſhe Joines and 


whereof Hinds together, interlacing them ſome length- 
built, Wiſe, and others acroſs, and adding Ribs, and 
Hoopes in ſuch manner, that ſhe formes at laſt 
a round Veſſel fit to Launch, which being done, 
and the Building finiſhed, ſhe carries it to the 
Waſh of the Beach, where the Sea beating gent- 
ly againſt it, ſhews her where ſhe is to mend 
what is not well jointed and knit, and where 
better 
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better to Fortify the Seams that are leaky, and 


. | that open atthe beating of the Waves; and on 


the contrary, what is well built, and has had 
the due finiſhing, the beating of the Waves do 
ſocloſe, and bind together, that it is not to be 
broken, or cracked, by Blows either of Stone, 
or Iron, without very much ado. And that 
which is more to be admired, is the Proporti- 
on and Figure of the Cavity within, which is 
compogd, and proportioned after ſuch a man- 
ner, as not poſlible to receive, or admit any 
other thing, than the Bird that built it: For to 
any thing elſe, 1t 1s ſo impenetrable, cloſe, and 
ſhut, that nothing can enter, not ſo much as 
the Water of the Sea, See here a very clear De- 
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ſcription of this Building, and borrowed from a 


very good Hand ; and yet, methinks, it does not 
give us ſufficient Light into the Difficulty of 
this Architefture. Now from what Vanity can 
it proceed, to Deſpiſe and diſdainfully to In- 
terpret Effets, that we can neither imitate,nor 
comprehend 2 To purſue a little further this E- 
quality, and Correſpondence betwixt us, and 
Beaſts ; the Privilege our Soul ſo much glorifies 
herſelf upon,of bringing all things ſhe conceives 
to her own Law, of ſtripping all things that 
come to her, of their mortal and corporal Qua- 
lities, of ordering and placing things ſhe con- 
ceives worthy her taking notice of, ſtripping 
and deveſting them of their corruptible Qualities, 
and making them to lay aſide Length, Breadth, 
Depth, Weight, Colour, Smell, Roughneſs, 
Smoothneſs, Hardneſs, Softneſs, and all fenſi- 
ble 


c og 13. 
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ble Accidents, and mean and ſuperfluous Veſt. 
ments, to accommodate them to her own im. 
mortal, and ſpiritual Condition : As Rome and 
Paris, for Example, that I have in my Fancy, 
Paris that I imagine, I imagine, and conceive 
it, without Greatneſs, and without Place, with- 
out Stone, without Plaiſter, and without Wood: 
This very ſame Priviledge, I fay, ſeems to be e- 
vidently in Beaſts : For a Courſer accuſtonrd to 
the Danger of Trumpets, the Rattle of Musket. 
Shot, and the Buſtle of Battles, which we ſee 
ſtart and tremble in his Sleep, and ſtretch'd up- 
on his Litter as if he were in Fight ; it is moſt 
certain, that he conceives in his Soul the beat of 
Drum without Noiſe, and an Army without 
Armes, and without Body. 


Quippe videbis equos fortes, cum membra jace- 
unt 

Ia ſomnis, ſudare tamen, ſpirareque ſpe, 

Et quaſi de Palma ſummas contendere wires. 


You ſhall ſee manag'd Horſes in their Sleep, 

Sweat, Snort, Start, Tremble, and a Clutter 
keep, 

As if with all their Force they ſtriving were, 

The Victors Palm proudly away to bear. 


The Fare,that a Grayhound imagines in his Sleep, 
alter which we ſee him pant ſo whileſt he ſleeps, 
ſtretch out his Tail, ſhake his Legs, and per- 
fectly repreſent all the Motions of a Courſe, is 
a 7/are without Wool, and without Bones. 


Venantumgue 
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Veſt. 
1 1m. 
e and 


Con 


Venantumque canes in molli ſzpe quiete 

Taftant crura tamen ſubitd, voce/que repente 

Mittunt, & crebras reducunt narithus auras, 

Ut veſtigia fi teneant inventa ferarum : 

Expergefattique ſequuntur inauia ſpe 

Cervorum fimulacra, fuge quaft dedita cernant : 
© Donec diſcuſſis redeant erroribus ad ſe. 


And Hounds ſtir often in their quiet Reſt, 
Spending their Mouths, as if upon a Queſt, 
Snuff, and breath quick, and ſhort, as it they 
went, 

In a full Chace upon a burning Scent : 

Nay being wak'd, imagin'd Stags purſue, 
As if they had them in their real View, 

Till having ſhook themſelves more broad a- 
wake, | 
They do, at laſt, diſcover the 


Conſueta domi catulorum blanda propago 
Degere, ſape levem ex oculis volucrempue ſ0- 
porem | 
Diſcutere, & corpus de terra corripere inſtant, 
Proinde quaſi ignotas facies, atque ora tueantur. 


The Bandogs, that we often obſerve to ſnarle in 
their Dreams, and afterwards bark out, and 
ſtart up on a ſuddain, as if they percety'd ſome 
Stranger at hand. This Stranger that the Soul 
diſcerns, 1s a ſpiritual Man, and Imperceptible, 
without Dimenſion, without Colour, and with- 
out Being. 


The 


Ibid. 


Ibid. 
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The fawning Iſſue of Houſe-Dogs will riſe, 
And ſhaking the ſoft Slumber from their Eyes, 
Oft wildly ſtare at every one within, 

As upon Faces they had never ſeen, 


As to the Beauty of the Body, before I proceed 
any further, IT ſhould know whether, or no, we 
are agreed about the Deſcription : "Tis likely we 
do not well know what Beauty is in Nature; 
and in general, ſince to our own human Beavty 
we give ſo many diverſe Formes ; of which, 
were, there any natural Rule, and Preſcription, 
we ſhould know it in common, as the Heat of 
the Fire. But we fancy the Forms according to 
our own Appetite, and Liking. 


Ti urpis Romano Belgicus ore color. 


The fair Complexion of a German Laſs, 
Would be thought ugly in a Roman Face. 


yo Indians paint it black and tawny , with great 


ſwell'd Lips, great and flat Noſes, and load the 
Cartilage betwixt the Noſtrils with great Rings 
of Gold, to make it hang down to the Mouth; 
as alſo the neather Lip with great Circles, en- 
rich'd with Stones, that weigh them down to 
fall upon the Chin, it being with them a ſingu- 
lar Grace to ſhew their Teeth, even below the 
Roots. In Pers, the greateſt Ears are the moſt 
Beautiful, whichthey ſtretch out as far as they 
can by Art. AndaMan now living ſays, _ 

. 
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riſe, 
Eyes, 


ceed 
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Seigneur de Montaigw's Effays. 
| he has ſeen in an Eaſtern Nation, this care of 
enlarging them'in ſo great Repute, and the Ear 
loaden with ſo ponderous Jewels, that he did- * 
with great eaſe, put his Arme, Sleeve, and all, 
thorough the hole of an Ear. There are elſe-- 
where Nations, that take great care to black 
their Teeth, and hate to ſec them white ; and 7,4 
others that paint them reg The Women are des. 
reputed more Beautiful, not only in Bz/cay,but 
elſewhere, for having their Heads ſhavid: And 
which is more, in certain frozen Countries, as 
Pliny reports. The Mexicans eſteem a low (Tf. 
Forehead a great Beauty, and tho they ſhave | - + + 
all other Parts, they nouriſh Hair on the Fore- 
head, and increaſe it by Art; and have great 
Breaſts in ſo great Reputation, that they affect 
to give their Children ſuck over their Shoulders. | 
We ſhould paint Deformity ſo.” The 7talians 
faſhion it Groſs and Maſſy: The Spanzargs, 
Gaunt and Slender; and amongſt us, ore has 
made it White, another Brown : One Soft and 
Delicate; another Strong and Vigorous : One 
will have his Miſtreſs Sott and Gentle ; others 
Scornful and Proud. Juſt as the Preference in 
Beauty, that- Plato attributes to the ſpherical 
Figure, the Epicureans give rather to the Pyra- 
midal, or Square ; and cannot ſwallow a God 
in the form of a Bowl. But be it how it will, 
Nature has no more'privileg'd us in this from 
theſecommon Laws, than in the reſt. And if 
we will judg our ſelves aright, we ſhall find, that 
if there be ſome Animals leſs favoured in this, 


than we; there are others, and in great num- 
S ber, 
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ber, that are more. 4 multis animalibus decore 
| Senec. wz2ucimur; even the Terreſtrial, our Compatri- 
| E124 ots. For asto thoſe of the Sea, ſetting the Fi- 
| gure afide, which cannot fall into any manner 

of Proportion, being ſo much another thing - In 
Colour,Cleanneſs, Smoothneſs, and Diſpoiition, 
we ſufficiently give place to them ; and no leſs 
in all Qualities to thg, Aereal. And this Prero- 
gative that the Poets/make ſuch a mighty mat- 
ter of,our erect Stature, looking towards Heaven 
our Original, 


Ovid. Met Pronague cum ſpectent animalia cetera terram, 
lib.z. Os homini ſublime dedit, celumque videre 
Tuſſit, & erefos ad ſydera tollere vultus, 


And whereas other Animals do bow, 

Their prone abje&ted Lodks to Earth below, 

He gave Men Looks erected, to behold 

The + wi Arch ſtudded with Stars of 
Gold. | 


\ Hen is truly .Poetical : For there are ſeveral little 
| Beaſts, who. have their Sight abſolutely turn'd 

| . ©) | towards Heaven ; and I find the Countenances 
= | of Camels, and Oftriges, much higher raisd, and 
more erect than-ours. What Animals have not 
their Faces above, and not before, and do not 
look oppoſiteas we do : And that do not in their 
natural Poſture diſcover as much of Heaven and 
Earth, as Man ? And what Qualities of our bo- 
dily Conſtitution in Plato and Cicero, may not 
indifterently ſerve a thouſand ſorts of Beaſts ? 
: Thoſe 
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Thoſe that moſt reſemble us, are the moſt Deſ- 
picable, and deform'd of all the Heard: For 
thoſe in outward appearance and forme of Vi- 
ſage, are Baboones and Monkies - 


Simia quam fimilis, turpiſſima beiFia nobis> (._, 
| Nat. Deor, 
How like to Man in Viſage, and in Shape, #ib1.ey 
Is, of all Beaſts the moſt deform'd, the Ape? Emioy a 
For the Internal, and Vital Parts, the Hog, In "0 
earneſt, when I imagine Man ſtark naked, ( even 
in that Sex, that ſeems to have the greateſt ſhare 
of Beauty ) his Defects, natural Subjection, and 
Imperfe&tions, I find that we have more reaſon 
than any other Animal, to cover our ſelves ; are 
to be excus'd for borrowing of thoſe, that Na- 
ture has in this been kinder, than to us, to trick 
our ſelves with their Beauties, and hide our 
ſelves under their Spoils, their Wool, Feathers, 
Hair, and Silk. Let us obſerve as to the reſt, 
that Man is the ſole Animal, whoſe Nudities of- x V'#'”* 
fend his own Companions, and the only one, 
who in his natural Actions withdraws, and hides - 
himſelf from his own Kind. And really, tis al- «c 4 {2 * 
ſo an Effect worth Conſideration, that they, who 
are Maſters in the Trade, preſcribe as a Reme- 
* dy for amorous Paſſions, the full ,and free View 
of the Body a Man deſires, ſo that to cool the 
Ardour, there needs no more, but at liberty to 
ſee, and contemplate the Parts he loves. ; 
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ray de The quod obſcenas in aperto corpore partes 
Amorlz, Pderat, in curſu qui fuit, hefit amor. 


h) | The Loves that's tilting, when thoſe Parts 
Fj ig appear . -\ 
Open to View, flags in the hot Carreer. 


And altho this Receipt may peradventure pro- 
ceed from a nice and cold Humor - It is notwith- 
ſtanding, a very great ſign of our want of 
Strength and Mettle, that Uſe and Acquain- 
tance ſhould make us diſguſt one another. It is 
not Modeſty ſo much as Cunning and Prudence, 
that makes our Ladies fo Circumſpett, to re- 
fuſe us Admittance into their Cabinets, before 
they are painted and trict up for the publick 
View. ; 


Nec Veneres noſtras hoc fallit, quo magzs ipſue 
Omnia ſummopere hos vite poſt ſcenta celant, 
Quos retinere volnnt aaſtrittoque eſſe in amore. 
Of this, our Ladies are full well aware, 
Which makes them with ſuch Privacy and 
Care 
Behind the Scene all thoſe Defects remove, 
Should check the Flame of thoſe, they moſt 
do love. | 


be Fr i Whereas in ſeveral Animals there is ortung 

| that we do not love, and that does not pleaſe 
our Sences : 50 that from their very Excrements, 
| | we 


miy 
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we do not only extra& wherewith to heighten 
our Sawces ; but alſo our richeſt Ornaments and 


Perfumes. This Diſcourle reflects upon none, * 


but the ordinary ſort of Women, and is not fo 
Sacrilegious, as to comprehend thoſe Divine, 
Supernatural and extraordinary Beauties, which 
we ſee ſhine among(tus, like Stars under a Cor- 
poreal and Terreſtial Vayle. Asto the reſt, the 
very Share that we allow to Beaſts, of the boun- 
ty of Nature, by our own C onfeſſion, is very 
much to their Advantage. We attribute to our 
ſelves imaginary and fantaſtick Goods, future 
and abſent Goods, for which human Capacity 
cannot of her ſelf be Reſponſible : Or Goods, 
that we falſly attribute to our ſelves by the Li- 
cence of Opinion,as Reaſon, Knowledg, and Ho- 
nor: And leaveto them for their Divident, Ef- 
ſential, Maniable,and Palpable Goods, as Peace, 
Repoſe, Security, Innocence , and Health : 

Health, I fay,the faireſt and richeſt Preſent that 


Nature can make us. Infomuch that the Philo- 3; =_> 
ric 


ſopher, eventhe Stoick, is ſo bold as to ſay, that 
Heraclytus and Pherecides , could they have 
truck'd their Wiſdom for Health, and have de- 
liverd themſelves, the one of his Dropſie, and 
the other of the lowſy Diſeaſe that tormented 
him by the bargain, they had done well. By 


which they ſet a greater Value upon Wiſdom, 


comparing and putting 1t in the Ballance with 


Health, than they do 1n this other Propoſition, 
which is alſo theirs .They ſay, that if Circe had 
preſented Zlyſſes with two Potions, the oneto 
mike a Fool become a Wiſe-Man, and the 0- 
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Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. Book Il. 
ther to make a Wiſe-Man become a Fool, that 
Ziyſes ought rather to have choſen the laſt,than 
toconſent that Czrce had chang'd his human Fi- 
gure into that of a Beaſt: And fay that Wiſdom 
ic ſelf would have ſpoke to him after this man- 
ner. Forjake me, let me alone, rather than lod; 
me under the Body and Figure of an Aſs. How? 
The Phzloſophers then will abandon this great and 
divine Wiſdom, for this corporal and terreſtrial 
Covering? It is than no more by Reaſon, by 
Diſcourſe, and by the Soul, that we excel 
Beaſts : *Tis by our Beauty,our fair Complexion, 
and our fine ſymmetry of Parts, for which we 
muſt quit our Intelligence, our Prudence, and all 
the reſt. Well, I accept this natural and free 
Confeſſion: Certainly they knew, that thoſe 
Parts upon which we ſo much value our ſelves, 
are no other than meer Fancy. If Beaſts then 
had all the Virtue, Knowledg, Wiſdom and 
Stoical Perfe&tion ; they would ſtill be Beaſts, 
and would not be comparable to Man, Miſerable, 
Wicked, and a Madman. For, in fine, what- 
ever 15not as we are, is nothing conſiderable : 
And God,to procure himſelf an Eſteem among(ſt 
us, muſt put himſelf into that Shape,as we ſhall 
ſhew anon. By which it does appear, thar it 


| 35 Not upon any true ground of Reaſon, but by a 


| fooliſh Pride and vain Opinion, that we preter 
| our ſelves before other Animals, and ſeparate 
| our felves from their Society and Condition. 
But, to return, to what T was upon before, we 
have for our part, Inconſtancy, Irreſolution, In- 
cercitude, Sorrow, Superſtition, Solicitude of 
things 
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things to come, even after we ſhall be no more, 
Ambition, Avarice, Jealouſy, Envy, Irregular, 


ject. Unleſs we ſhall yet think fit, as Socrates 


—  — 


does, to add to the Counterpoiſe, that notable 


Prerogative above Beaſts, that whereas Nature 
e |. has preſcribd them certain Seaſons and Limits 
l forthe Delights of Yenus, ſhe has given us the 
E Reins at all Hours, and all Seaſons. 27 vinum * 
Y egrotis quia prodeſt rarp, nocet ſepiſſime, melins 0 


eft non adhibere onnino, quam, ſpe dubie ſfalutis Nas. 

in apertam perniciem incurrere : Sic haud ſcio, an Denny 

| melius fuertt humano genert motum iitum celerem} PO 
cogttationisacumen, ſolertiam, quam rationem vocas 
mus, qonian peſtifera fint multis, admodum paucis 
falutaria, non dari omnimo, quam tam munifice & F 
tam large dari. As it falls out, that Wine often x *\*p 
hurts the Sick, and very rarely does them good, it © 
is bet ter not to give them any at all, than to run in- 
to an apparent Danger, out of hope of an incertain 

Benefit : So I know not, whether it had not been 
better for Mankind, that this quick Motion, this 
penetrancy of Imagination, this Subtlety, that we 
call Reaſon , had not been given to Man at all; 
conſidering how peſtiferous it is to many, and 
healthful but to few, than to have been con- 
ferr'd in ſo abundant manner, and with ſo li- 

S 4 beral 


264 
X) 


Rorat. 
Ep.8. 


=) 


© j" EL UPS 647 Pate Es Owns Y 5 A 71 "Eo 


Sergneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
beral a Hand. Ofwhat Advantage can we con- 


ceive the Knowledg of ſo many things was to 
Parrr, and Ariſtotle? Did it exempt them from 


* human Inconveniences? Were they by it freed 


from the Accidents, that Iy heavy upon the 
Shoulders of a Porter? Did they extract from 
their Logzck any Conſolation for the Gout? Or, 
for knowing that the Humour is lodged in the 
Joints, did they feel it the leſs? Have they com- 
pounded with Death, by knowing that ſome 
Nations rejoice at his Approach : Or with 
Cuckoldry, by knowing, that in ſome part of 
the World , Wives are in Common? On the 
contrary ; having been reputed the greateſt 
Men for Knowledg, the one amongſt the Ro- 
ans, and the other amongſt the Greeks, and in 
a time when Learning did moſt flouriſh, we 
have not heard nevertheleſs, that they had a- 


"+, Ny particular Excellence in their Lives : Nay, the 


Greek had enough to do, to clear himſelf from 
ſome notable Blemiſhes in his. Have we obſerv'd 


x) * that Pleaſure and Health have had a better re- 


liſh with him that underſtands 4ſtrologie and 
Grammar, than with others? 


Hlliterati num minus nervi rigent ? 


TH' iViterate Plough-Man ts as Fit, 
For Yenus Service as the Wit. 


And Shame and Poverty leſs troubleſom to the 
. firſt, than the laſt ? 


Scilicet 


- "= 
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_ Iy, and more by Opinion, than by Nature. We + 


Sciliget & morbis, & debilitate carebis, of -=_ 
Et luftum & curam effugies, & tempora vita + 
Longa tibi poſt hac fato meliore dabuntur. 


— Thou ſhallbe free 
Both from Diſeaſe, and from Infirmity, 
From Care and Sorrow, and thy Life ſhall be 
Prolong'd under a better Deſtiny. 


[ have knownin my time a hundred Artizans, x 2f 83 ** 

and a hundred Labourers wiſer and more happy, 

than the Reitors of the Univerſity, and whom IT | 

had ad much rather have reſembled. Pr 6< 83 9) | 
| 


at the SR as Riches, and ſuch other Ge 
ties, which indeed are uſeful to it; butremote- 


ſtand very little more in need of Offices, Rules, 
and Laws of living in our Society, than Cranes 
and Emmets do in theirs. And yet we fee that 
they carry themſelves very regularly, and , _.. }] 
without Erudition. If Man was Wiſe, he would x y < Y- J | 
take the true value of every thing according as . 
it was more utile, and proper to his Life. Who- 

ever will number us by our A&tionsand Deport- 

ments, will find many more excellent Men a- 
mongſt the Ignorant than the Learned: I fay, 

in all fort of Vertue. The old Rome ſeems to ©) 
me, to have been of much greater Value, both 

for Peace and War, than that learned Rome that 

ruin'd it ſelf, And tho all the reſt ſhould be 

qual, 
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qual; yet the Proweſs, Integrity, and Inno- 
cency would remain to the Ancients, for they 

Humility COhabit fingularly well with Simplicity. But 1 
andSub- Will leave this Diſcourſe, that would lead me 
miſſion 1h tarther than I am willing to follow ; and ſhall 
Virrue. only ſay this farther, »tis only Humility 
and Submiſſion, that can makea compleat good 

Man. We are not to leave the Knowldg of his 

Duty to every Man's own Judgment - We are 

to preſcribe it to him, and not ſuffer him to 

chooſe it at his own Diſcretion : Otherwiſe, 
according to the Imbecillity and infinite Varie- 

ty of our Reaſons and Opinions, we ſhould at 

| laſt forge ourſelves Duties, that would ( as E- 
EY; picurus ſays) enjoine us to eat oneanother. The 
firſt Law that ever God gave to Man, was a 

[aw of pure Obedience : It was a Command- 

ment. naked and ſimple, wherein Man had no- 

thing to enquire after, or to diſpute, foraſmuch 

as to obey, 1s the proper Office of a Rational 

| Soul, ackowledging a heavenly Superior and Be- 

Fr) nefaftor. From Obedience and Submiſſion, 
ſpring. all other Vertues, as all Sin does from 

) Sel-Opinion. And on the contrary, the firſt 
Temptation, that by the Devil was offered to 
human Nature, its firſt Poiſon infinuated it ſelf 

by the Promiſes was made us of Knowledg and 
Wiſdom : Eritis ficut Dit, ſcientes bouum & ma- 
Gen. 3. Jum. Te ſhall be as Gods, Knowing Good and E- 


200-1). And the Syrensin Homer, toallure Yhyſſes, 


and draw him within the danger of their Snares, 


offered to give him Knowledg. The Plague of 
. Man, is its 


Opinion of Wiſdom. And for this 
reaſon 
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| reaſon it is, that Ignorance is ſo recommended 
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to us by our Religion, as proper to Faith and 
Obedience. Cavete, ne qurs vos decipiat per Phi- 
loſophiam, & znanes ſeduttiones, ſecundum ele- mm 
menta mundi, Take heed, leſt any Man deceive 
you by Philoſophy and vain Deceit, -after the Tra= 
dition of Men, and the Rudiments of the World. 
There is in this a general Conſent amonſt all j © >. 
ſorts of Philoſophers, that the ſfoveraign Good ' 
confiſtsin the Tranquillity of the Soul and Bo- | 

dy : But where ſhall we find it ? 


Ad ſummum ſapiens uno minor eft Fouve, dives yorat. Ly, 
Liber, howoratus, pulcher, rex denique regum : Epilt. 1. 
Pracipue ſauus, nift cum pituita moleſta eſt : 


He that is Wiſe, inferior 1s to none, 

If he be Wiſe indeed, but Fove alone. 

Rich, Free, and Graceful, theſe do Reverence 
bring, | 

And laſtly of the Greates, Kings, a King - 

And cheifely ſound, unleſs ſometimes there 

flow 
A trickling Rheume upon his Lungs, or ſo. 


It ſeems, intruth, that Nature, for the Conſo- x 00/c 


ſation of our miſerable and wretched Eſtate, has 
only given us Preſumption for our Inheritance. 
'Tis as Epittetus fays, That Man has nothing pro- x) 
perly his own, but the aſe of his Opinions: We 

have nothing but Wind and Smoak for our 

Portion. The Gods have Health in Eſſence, ) 
ſays Philoſophy,and Sickneſs in Intelligence. Man, + 
on 
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268 Sergneur de Montaigne's Efſays., Book IF. 
on the contrary, poſſes his Goods by Fancy, his 
| Ills in-Eflence. We have had Reaſon to magni- 
- . fy the Power of our Imagination; for all our 
| - Goods are only in Dream. Hear this poor ca- 
lamitous Animal Huff. There isnothing, ſays 
Cicero, ſocharming as the Knowledg of Letters ; 
of Letters I ſay, by means whereof the Infinity 
of things, the immenſe grandeur of Nature, the - 
Heavens, even in this World, the Earth, and the 
Seas are diſcovered to us: *Tis they that have 
taught us Religion, Moderation, and the gran- 
deur of Courage, and that have reſcwd our Soules 
from Obſcurity, to make her ſee all things,high, 
 . Tow, firſt and laſt, and indifferent: »tis they, 
that furniſh us wherewith to live happily and 
well, and condutt us to paſs over our Lives with- 
out Diſpleaſure, and without Offence. Does 
not this Man ſeem to ſpeak of the Condition 
_ of the Ever-living and Almighty God? And 
vg" as to the Effect, athouſand little Country-Wo- 
' men have lived Lives more equal, more ſweet 

; and conſtant than his. 


> 


| rac. 1.5. ——Deus ile fuit Deus, inclute Memmi, 
E. Out princeps vite rationem invenit eam, que . 
Nunc appellatur ſapientia, quique per artem 
Fluftibus e tantis vitam tantiſque tenebris, 
In tam tranquilla, & tam clara luce locavit, 


That God, great Memmus, was a God no 
doubt, 
Who, Prince of Life, firſt found that Reaſon 
out, | 
Now 
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Now Wiſdom call'd, and by his Art, 
Thar Life in Tempeſts toſt, and Darkneſs 
Place in ſo great a Calm, and clear a Light. 


who 


Here are brave ranting Words: But a very light 
Accident put this Mans Underſtanding in Aa 7;,,.,;;y 
worſe Condition, than that of the meaneſt and Pre- 
Shepheard : Notwithſtanding this Inſtrudting {72% 
God, this Divine Wiſdom. Of the ſame ſtamp pþ;1- 

of Impudence is the Promiſe of Democritus his phers. 
Book : 7 am going to ſpeak of all things. And 

that fooliſh Title that Ari/torle prefixes to. one 

of his, of the Immortal Gods: And the Judg- 

ment of Ciry/ppus, That Dion was as Vertuous, 

as God, And my beloved Seneca does indeed j yy <-v7* 
acknowledg, that God has given him Life : Bur | + 

that to live wells his own. According to this 0- 

ther, /z virtute vere gloriamur : quod non contin= be 
gerer, /i id donum a Deo non a nobis haberemus. oy 


We truly glory in our Virtue : Which would not Deor. |. 3: 
be, if it was given us of God, | aud not by our ſelves. | x) 
This1s alſo Sexeca's faying, That the Wife Man 

has Fortitude equal with God ; but in human 


Frailty,wherein he ſurmounts him. There is no- 
thing ſo ordinary as to meet with Sallies of the 


like Temerity : There is none of us, who takes ſo | <* | 


much Offence to ſee himſelfequal to God, as he | 
does, to ſee himſelf undervalued by being ranck- 
ed with other Creatures; ſo much more are we 
jealous of our own Intereſt, than that of our 
” Creator, 


Seignear de' Montaigh&s Eſſays. Book Il. 
Creator. But we muſt trample under foot this 
fooliſh Vanity, and briskly and boldly ſhake the 
ridiculous Foundation, upon which thefe falſe 
Opinions are tonnded. So long as Man fhall 
believe he has any Means and Power of himſelf, 
he willnever acknowledg what he owes to his 
Maker, his Eggs ſhall always be Chickens, as the 
ſaying is: We muſt therefore ſtrip him to his 
Shirt. 'Let us ſee ſome notable Example of the 


AAT Effets of his Philoſophy. Poſſidonius being tor- 


mented with a Diſeaſe fo painful, as made him 
Writh his Armes,and Gnafh his Teeth ; ' thought 
he ſufficiently baffelÞdd the Dblor, By crying 
out againſt it: Zhou: doſe exerciſe thy Malice to 
mach Purpoſe, I will not Confeſs that thou art an 
Evil. He isas ſenſible of the Pain as my Foot- 
man, but he mightily values himſelf, upon bride- 
ling his Tongue at leaſt, and reſtraining it with- 
«inthe Laws of his Se. Re ſuccumbere non opor- 
_ tebat werbis gloriantem. It did not become him 
that ſpoke ſo Tis. to confeſs his Frailty when he 
came to the Teſt. Archefilaus, being, ill of the 
Gout, and Carneades coming to ſee him, was 
returning troubled at his Condition, whom ha- 
ving calPd back, and ſhewing him his Feet and 
his Breaſt: There is nothing come from thence his 
ther, ſaid he. This has ſomething a better 
Grace, for he feels himſelf in Pain, and would 
be diſengaged from it : But his Heart, notwith- 
ſtanding, 1s not Conquered, nor Subdued by it. 
The other ſtands more obſtinately to his Work ; 
but I fear, rather verbally than really. And 
Dionyſius Heracleotes, afflicted with a vehement 
ſmarting 
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ſmarting in-his Eyes, was reduc'd, and made to 
on "wart pp mpul nr ng” n 
le ould, in effect, do as they fay, and coul, 

ane the Toing, and dull the Edge of the Miſ- 
fortunes that attend us, what does ſhe yet more, 
than what Ignorance does more purely, and e- 
vidently do > The Phzloſopher Pyrrho, being at 
Sea 1n very great Danger, by reaſon of a migh- 
ty Storm, prefented nothing tothoſe who were 
with him, to imitate in this Extremity, but the 
Security of a Hog they had aboard, that was 
Fearleſs and unconcerned at the Tempeſt. Phi- 
loſophie, when ſhe has faid all ſhe can, refers us 
at laſt, to the Example of a Wreſtler, or a Mu- 
letteer, 1n_wiuch fort of People we.commonly 
obſerve much leſs apprehenfion of Death, ſenſe 
of Pain, and other Infirmities, and more Con- 
ſtancy, than ever Knowledg furniſhed any one 
withal, that was not born with thoſe Infirmi- 
ties, and of himſelf prepared by a natural Ha- 
bit. What is the Cauſe, that we make Inciſi- 
ons, and cut the tender Limbs of an Infant,and 
thoſe of a Horſe, more eaſily than ours, but Tg- 
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norance only ? How many has meer force of I-.n;z4ſ: 
magination made ſick? We often ſee Men cauſe card by 
themſelves to belet Blood, Purg'd and. Phy lick'd,77,,0* 


to be cured of Diſeaſes they only feel in 
on. When. real Infirmities fail us, Knowledg 


lends us hers : That Colour, that Complexion, + 


portend ſome Defluxion : This hot Seaſon threat- 
ens us with a Feaver : This breach in the life- 
Line of your left Hand, gives you notice of 
ſome near and dangerous Indiſpoſition, _ - 

aſt, 


In 
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laſt roundly attacks Health-it felf; ſaying, this 
ſpritclineſs and vigor of Youth, cannot conti- 
nue in this Poſture, there muſt be Blood taken, 

4 | and the Heat abated, leſt it turn to your Pre- 

mn <5; judice. Compare the Life of a Man fſubjeQted 


— 


to ſuch Imaginations, to that of aLabourer that 

ſuffers himſelf to be led by his natural Appetite, 

meaſuring things only by the preſent Senſe, 

without Knowledg, and without Prognoſtick, 

that feels no Pain nor Sickneſs, but when he is 

* #) really tormented, or fick: Whereas the other 
of. NES ITT 


has the Stone in his Soul, before he has it either 
in his Reins or Bladder : As tf it were not time 
enough to ſuffer the Evil when it ſhall come, 
he muſt anticipate it by Fancy, and run to meet 
ir. What Ifay of Phyfick may generally ſerve in 
Example for all other Sciences: From thence is 
derived that antient Opinion of Philoſophers, 
that plac'd the ſoveraine Good, 1n the diſcove- 
ry of the weakneſs of our Judgment. My Ig- 
norance affords me as much occaſion of Hope, 
as of Fear: And having no other Rule for my 
Health, than that of the Examples of others, 
and of Events I ſee elſewhere upon the like Oc- 
caſion ; I find of all ſorts, and rely upon the 
., Compariſonsare moſt favourable to me. I re- 
Pc 0 | ceive Health with open Arms, free, full, and en- 
| tire, and by innel; the more whet my \Appe- 

| tite to enjoy it, by how much it is at preſent 

| Ieſs ordinary, and more rare: Sofar I am from 

| troubling its Repoſe and Sweetneſs, with the bit- 

| terneſs of a new and conſtraind manner of\Li- 

' ving. Beaſts ſufficiently ſhew us, how much \he 

| agitation 


. | Chip.-11.. Sejgneur de Montaign's Efays. 
agitation. of: the Soul brings Infirmities and Di- 
| ſeaſes upon us. That which is told us of thoſe 
- of Brazile, that they never died but of old Age, 
. 15attributed to the Serenity and tranquillity of 
the Air they live in ; but rather attribute 1t to - ©, 


the. ſerenity and tranquillity of their Souls, free 
from all Paſſion, Thought or Employments, 
Tenter d or Unpleaſing, as People that paſs 0- 
ver their Lives in an admirable Simplicity and 
Ignorance; without Letters, without Law, with- 


out King, or any manner of Religion. . And 
whence comes that, which we find by Expert- * 


ence, that the greateſt and moſt rough-hewa 
Clowns are the moſt able, and the moſt to be 
deſired in amorous Performances 2 And that the 
Love of a Muletter, oft renders it ſelf more ac- 
ceptable than that of a well-bred Man? If it be 
not, that the Agitation of the Soul, 1n the later, 
diſturbs his natural Ability, diſſolves and tires 
it, asitalſo troubles and tires it ſelf. What puts 
the Soul beſides'it ſelf,and more uſually throws 
it into Madneſs, but her own Promptneſs, Vis- 
gor and Agility, and finally, her own proper 
Force? Of what is the moſt ſubtile Folly 
made,but of the moſt ſubtile Wiſdom ? As 
great Friendſhips ſpring from great Enmities, 
and vigorous Healths from mortal Diſeaſes : 
So from the rare and quick Agitations of our 
Souls, proceed the moſt wonderful and moſt 
deprav'd Frenzies; 'tis but a half turn of the 
Toe from the one to theother. In the A&tions 
of mad Men, we ſee how infinitely that Med- 


neſs reſembles the moſt vigorous Omanens 
| ph © 


” 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book. II. : 


of the Soul. Who does not know how indi- 


ſcernable the difference is betwixt Folly, and 
- the Elevations of a fpritely Soul, and the Ef- 


feats of a ſupream and extraordinary Vertue ? 


vs, Plato fays, that melancholick perſons are 


the moſt capable of Diſcipline, and the moſt 
excellent, nor_indeed is there in any ſo great 
a propenſion to madneſs. Infinite Wits are 


Ariofto, ruin'd by their own proper force and quickneſs. 


What a condition, through his own agitation, 
and promptneſs of Fancy is one of the moſt ju- 
dicious, ingenious, and the beſt form'd Souls 
to the antient and true Poeſie of any other Ita- 
lian Poet that has been theſe very many years, 
lately falln into ? Has he not great obligation 
to this Vivacity that has deſtroyed him? To 
this Light that has blinded him ? To this ex- 
att and ſubtle apprehenſion of Reaſon, that has 
put him beſides his Reaſon? To his curious and 
laborious Scrutiny after Sciences, that has re- 
duced him to a Brute ? And to this rare aptitude 
to the Exerciſes of the Soul, that has rendred 
him without Exerciſe, and without Soul? I was 


more angry, if poſſible, than compaſſionate, 


to ſee him at Ferrara in ſo pitiful a condition 
ſurvive himſelf ; forgetting both humſelf and 
his Works ; which without his knowledge, 
though before his Face, have been publiſted, 
deform'd and incorrett. Would you have a 
Man found, would you have him regular, and 
in a ſteady and ſecure poſture > Muffle him up 
in the ſhadesof Stupidity and Sloth. We muſt 
be made Beaſts to be made wiſe, and Hood- 

| | winked 


Pry 
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winked '/befors we are- fit to beled.' And-if x 
one ſhall re!{ me thatthe advantage of having) , 
a cold and itupid Senceaf Pains and other Evils, 

brifgs this diſadvantage along with it, to ren« 
derus conſequently lets ſenſible alſo in the frui- 
tion of Goods and Pleaſure : This is true : But 
the miſery of our condition is ſuch, that we 


—— — 


to the degree that a light Grief does: Segrius 
homines bowa,: quam mala ſentiunr., We are not 


ſo ſenſible of the moſt perfe& Hea lth, as we 


are of the leaſt Sickneſs. 


In cute vix ſumma violatum plagula corpus, 
Quando valere nihil quemguam movet. . Hoc 


guvat unum | 
Quod me nou torquet latus, aut pes: Cetera 


quiſquam 
Vix queat.aut ſanum ſeſe, ant ſentire valentem. 


The Body with a little ſtripe is griev d, 
When the moſt perfe&t Health is not perceiv'd. 
This only pleaſes me, that Spleen nor Gout 
Either offend my Side, or wring my Foot, 
Excepting theſe, ſcarce any one cantell, 

Or does obſerve, when he's in Health and 


Well. 


Our Well-being is nothing but the privation of 
Evil. Which is the reaſon why that Se# of. 


Philoſophers, who ſets the greateſt value upon 
T 2 Pleaſure, 


. ungit, '  Lucret, 
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Pleaſure, has yet fixt it chiefly in Inſenſibility of 
Pain. \. To be freed: from Ill, is the greateſt 
Good that Man can hopetor or deſire : Accord- 

ing to Exnius. EE 


- 


"= + 


Nimium boni eft, cui nihil eſt mal;. 


For that very tickling and ſting, which are in 
certain Pleaſures, and that ſeem to raiſe us above 
ſimple Health and Inſenſibility ; that a&tive,mo- 
ving, and, I know not how, itching and bi- 
ting Pleaſure ; even that. very Pleaſure it ſelf 
levels at nothing bur nlennbiley, as its mark. 
The Luſt that carries us headlong to Womens 
Embraces, is directed for no other end, but 
I the Torment -_ our _ De- 
ires, and only requires to lutted and laid 
at reſt, and deliverd from that Feaver. And 


ſo of the reſt. I ſay then, that if Simplicity 


conducts us to an Eſtate free from Evil, ſhe 


leads us to a very happy one, according to our 
condition. And yet we are not to imagine 
it ſo ſtupid an Inſenſibility, as to be totally 
without Sence: For Crantor had very. good rea- 
ſon to controvert the Inſenfibility of Epzcarus ; 
if founded fo deep, that the very firſt Attack 
and Birth of Evils were not to be perceiv'd. I 


do not approve ſuch 'an Inſenſibility, as 1s 


neither poſſible, nor to be defir'd. I am very 
well content not to be fick: But if I am, I 
would, know that 1 am ſo; and if a Cauſtick 
be apply*d, or Inciſfions made in any part, I 
would: fee] them. - In truth, whoever "_— 

take 
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" take away the knowledge and Sence of Evil, 
' would at the fame time eradicate- the Sence of 


Pleaſure, and finally annihilate Man himſelf. 


Wtud nihil dolere, non fine magyua mercede contin- 


git immanitatis in animo, ſtuporis in corde. An Cicer. 
Inſenſibility, that is, not to be purchaſed, but Thus. b2. 


at the Price of the Humanity of the Soul, and 


of Stupidity in the Body. Evil appertains to 


Man in turn. Neither 1s Grief and Pains al- 
ways to be avoided, nor Pleaſure always pur- 


ſwd. *Tis a great advantage to the Honour of x Be % 


Ignorance, that Knowledge it ſelf throws us 
into its Arms ; when ſhe finds her ſelf puzzel d 


to fortifie us againſt the weight of Evil, the is 
conſtraird to come to this Compoſition, to 
give us the Reins, and permit us to fly into the 
Lap of the other, and to ſhelter our ſelves un- 
der her ProteQion from the Strokes and - Inju- 
ries of Fortune. For what elſe is her meaning, 
when ſhe inſtrus us to divert our Thoughts 
from the 1lls that preſs upon us, and entertain 
them with the Meditation of Pleaſures paſt and 
gone, to_comfort our ſelves in preſent Afﬀli- 
«tions, with the remembrance of fled Delights, 


and to call to our ſuccour, a vaniſt'd fatisfattion, 


to oppoſe it to. that which lies heavy upon us? + 


Levationes agritudinum in avocatione a cogit anda Cicers, 
moleſtia, © revocatione ad contemplandas-volup- TW 13: 


tas ponit ; Tf it benot that where her power fails, 


ſhe will ſupply it with policy, and make uſe of 


Slight, and a cunning Trip, where the force 
of Limbs will not ſerve her turn, ? Fornotonly 


to a Philoſopher, but to any Man' in his right 
T3 Wits, 
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burning Feaver, what fatisfation can it be to 
remember the Pleafure of drinking Greet Wine? 


Proverb. 
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It would rather bea greater torment to him, 
Che ricordar | il ben doppia la noſa. 


Who fo remembers, all he Gains, 
Is, that he doubles his own Pains. 


Of the ſame ſtamp is this other Counſei that 
Philfophy gives, only to remember good For- 
tunes paſt, and to forget the Mifadventures 
we have undergone ; as if we had the Science 
of Oblivion in our own Power and Counſel, 
wherein we are yet more to ſeek. 


Saavis eft Iaborum preteritorum memoria. 


The Memory of paſt Evil is ſweet. How? Does 
Philoſophy that ſhould arm me to contend with 
Fortune, and ftee] my Courage to trample all 
Human Adverſities under. foot, is ſhe arriv'd 


to this degree of Cowardize, to make me hide 


my head at thisrate, and fave my ſelf by theſe 
pitiful and ridiculous Shifts? For the Memory 
repreſents to us, not what we chooſe, but what 
ſhe pleaſes; nay, there isnothing that ſo much 
imprints any thing in our Memory, as a deſire 
to forget it: And 'tis a good way to retinue 


and keep any thing fafe in the Soul to ſolicite 
her to loſe it. And this is falſe. Ef fitrum in 
nobis utt & adverſa quaſi perpetna oblivione ob- 
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Seigneur te Montaign's Eſſays: Book If, 
Vits, when he has upon him the Thirſt, of a 


ruamus, & ſecunda jucunde & ſuauiter memine- 
rimus. And it is im our power to bury, as it 
were, in a perpetual Oblivion all adverſe Acct- 
dents, and to retein a pleaſaut and delightful 
| Memory of our Succeſſes. And this is true, Me- 
mini etiam que nolo: Obliviſci non poſſum que vols. 
I do alſo remember what I would uot; but I cannot 
forget what I would. And whoſe Counſel is 
this > His, quiz ſe unus ſapientem profiteri fit 
auſus. Who only durſt profeſs himſelf a Wiſe Man. 


Preſtrinxit Stellas, exortus uti etherius Sol. 


Who from Mankind the prize of Knowledge 
won, 
And put the Stars out like a riſing Sun. 


To empty and disfurniſh the Memory, is not - 
this the true way to Ignorance ? | 


Ignorance is but a dull remedy for Evils. * 


———  —_ = 


are permitted to borrow frivolous apparences 
from the Vulgar, where we find the greateſt 
reaſon cannot do the Feat : Provided they ad- 
miniſter Satisfa&tion and Comfort. Where they 
cannot cure the Wound, they are content to 
palliate and benumn it. I believe they will + 
not deny this, that if they could add Order and 

| T 4 Conſtancy 
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ui genus hamanum ingenio ſuperavit, & omnes 1.nex. 1. + 


| Tuers malorum remedium iguorantia eſt, Senec. 
Oed. Act. 


We find ſeveral other likePrecepts, whereby we * £94" 
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Conſtancy in an eſtate of Life that could main- 

tain it ſelt 1n Eafe and Pleaſure by ſome Debility 

of Judgment they would accept it : | 
——potare, & ſpargere flores : 


Incipiam, patiarque vel inconſultus haberi. 


Tl drink and revel like a jovial Lad, 
Though for my pains, the World repute me 
mad. 


+xThere would be a great many Philoſophers of 


Lyeas his Mind: This Man being otherwiſe of 


very gentle Manners, living quietly and con- * 


tentedly in his Family, and not failing in any 
Office of his Duty, either towards his own or 
Strangers, and very carefully preſerving himſelf 
from hurtful things, was nevertheleſs, by ſome 
Diſtemper 1n his Brains polled with © Ton- 
ceit, that he was perpetually in the Theatre a 
Spectator of the fineſt ſights, and the beſt Ca- 
medies in the World ; and being curd by the 
Phyſitians of his Frenzy, had much adoe to for- 
bear endeavoufing by Suit to compel them to re- 
fore him again 535 pleaſing Imaginations. 


----Pol me occidiſtis amici 
Non ſervaſtis, ait, cui fic extorta voluptas, 
Et demptus per vim mentis gratiſſimus error. 


By Heaven you have kill'd mee Friends out- 
right, 
And not preſerved me, ſince my dear delight 
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©» Andpleafingerror, by my better ſence | 
; Unhappily return'd, is baniſh'd hence. 


to his better Underſtanding, he infinitely re- '* 
gretted that ſort of 'condition, wherein he had 
lived with fo much delight, and free from all 
Anxiety of Mind. *Tis aceording to the Old «< Jy+ 
Greek Verſe, that there isa great deal of con- 

. venience in not being over-wiſe. . 


Ey To @egvaiv 39 wiv, ils FIG 


And Ecclefiaſtes, In much Wiſdom, there is much Learning 
Sorrow: And who gets Wiſdom, gets Labour 4n##/- 
and Trouble. Even that to which Phzloſophy — 
conſents in general, that laſt Remedy which with 
ſhe applys to all ſorts of Neceſſities, to put an** 

end to the Life, we are not able to endure it. _ 
Placet > Pare: Non placet > Quacunque vis exi? Cicer. 
Pungit dotor > Fodiat ſane : Si nudus es, da jugy- Thus. 12: 
lum : Sin teflus armis vulcanis, id eſt fortitudne, 

refiſte. Does it pleaſe > Obey it. Not pleaſe 2 

Go out how thou wilt. Does Grief prick thee 2 Nay, 

if it ſlab thee too: If thou art naked, preſent thy 

Throat If covered with the Arms of Vulcan, 

That 
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Luc. 1.3. 


.2$32- 


x "N, 
aber 01th 2 Coil fete; 
07 ad 5 A AS Ws KI - . 


vw 


1 FE Ge bb. + Ce fer a be” x; > $ a fe et WE. ISS 84 , B 
1 $58 Ini be <A CSS 3% OT ISSN : Fo 54 
wet” ; 4/939 


that is Fortitude, refit it. And this word fo 


us'd in the Greek Feſtivals, aut bibat, aut abgat, 


That ſounds better upon the Tongue of a Gaf- 


. con, who naturally change the Y. into B. than 


_ upon that of Cicero; 


Horat.1.2. Yzvere fi redte neſcis, decede peritis. 


Lufiſti ſatis, ediſti ſatis, atque bibiſti : 
Ti 7 wy abire tibi eſt, ne potums largius aquo 
Rideat, & pulſet laſciva deceutius etas. 


[Fc 0; + If tolive well, and right thou doeſt not know, 


Give place, and leave thy Room to thoſe 
"that doe, 

Tlyaſt eaten, drank, and plaid tothy content, 

Tis time to make thy parting Complement, 


Leaſt, being over-dogt, the younger ſort 
4 Lamp at thee firſt,and than exclude thee fort. 


What is it other than a Confeſſion of his Impo- 
tency, and a ſending back not only to Ignorance, 
to be there in ſafety, but even to Stupidity, In- 
ſenſibility, and Nonentity ? py 


Demacritum poſtquam matura vetuſias 
Admonuit memorem, motus langueſcere mentis : 


Sponte ſua letho caput obvius obtulit ipſe. 


Soon as through Age Democritus did find 
A manifeſt Decadence in his Mind, 
He thought he now ſurvived to his own 


wrong. 
And went to meet his Death that ſtay'd too 
long. | 'Tis 
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Tis what Antiſthenes ſaid, That a Man muſt ei= | £95. 
ther make provifon of Senſe to underſtand ; Or of 
'# Halter to hang himſelf : And what Cry/ippus 
alledged upon this Saying of the Poet Zyrzeus, 


De la wertu, ou de mort approcher. Plutarch, 
Or to arrive at Vertue, -or at Death. 


And Crates ſaid, That Love would be curd by How Love 
» | Hunger, if not by time: And whoever diliked us 
> | theſe two Remedies, by a With. That Sextius 
of whom both Sexeca and Plutarch ſpeak with 
ſo high an Encomium, having applyed tumielf 
( allother things ſet afide | to the Study of Phj- 
loſophy, reſolv'd to throw himſelf into tlie Sea, 
feeing the Progreſs of his Studies too tedious 
_ andſ{low. Heran to find Death, ſince he could 
not overtake Knowledge. Theſe are the words 
of the Law upon. this Subje&t. IX peraduentare 
ſome great inconvenience happen, for which there 
5 SS obs Haven is near , and a Man 
may ſave himſelf by ſwimming out of his Body, as 
out of aleaky Skiff ; for *tis the Fear of Dyrug, and 
not the Love of Life, that ties the Fool to his 
Body. As. Life renders ut ſelf by Simplicity 
more pleaſant, ſo more innocent and better, as 
I was ſaying before. The ſimple and ignorant, 
ſays St. Paul, raiſe themſelves up to Heaven, 
and take poſſeſſion of it, and we with all our 
Knowledge, plunge our felves-into the infernal 
Abyſs. Iam neither ſwaid by Yalentinian, a _ 
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teſt Enemy to all Knowledge and Literature; 
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4% , nor by Licinius, both Roman Emperours, who} 


| called them the Poyſon: and: Peſt of all Polrick 


Governments: Nor by Mahomet, who (as *tis |... 


faid ) mnterdicted all manner of Learning to his 
Followers: But the Example of the Great Ly- 
The Laces cargus, and his Authority, with the Reverence 
+; of the Divine Lacedemonian Policy, ſo great, ſo 
withorr admirable, and fo long flouriſhing in Vertue 
Letters and Happineſs without any Inſtitution or Pra- 


ctice of Letters, -ought certainly to be of very 


24 c<*;, great weight. Such as return from the new 


World, diſcover'd by the Spaniards in our Fa- 
thers days, can teſtifie to us, how much more 


honeſtly and regularly thoſe Nations live with-- 


The vew out Magiſtrate, and without Law, than ours 


Wold qo, where there are more Officers and Laws, 


zithout 


Lawor than there are of other forts of Men, and. 


Mags- Buſineſs. 


ſtrate. 


: . Arioſto. © Dizcittatorie © di libelli, 
Canl5-  Deſamine © di carte, d; 4.9m 


Hlanno le mani & il ſeno, & gran faſtall © 
D: chioſe, di configli & di letture, 

Percui le faculta FA poverelli 

Non ſeno mai ne le citta ficure, 

Hlanno dietro & dinanzi & dambis lati, - 
Notai procuratori & advocati. 


Sir Jon Her Lap was full of Writs and of Citations, 
ta Tran”. Of proceſs of Aftions and Arreſt, 
Of Bills, of Anſwers, and: of Replications, 
In Courts of Delegates and of Requelts, - 
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\\To grieve the fimple ſort with great Vexa- 

tions: * 

--She had reſorting to her as her Gueſts, : - | 
" Attending on her Circuits and her Journeys, 
\Scrivners and Clerks, and Lawyers and At- 
' £orneys. 
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Garlick, but their'Stomachs were perfum'd with 


a-good Conſcience :- And that on thecontrary, 
thoſe of: his time were all ſweet Odour withour, 
but ſtunk within of all ſorts of Vices, that is to 


fay,” as I interpret it, rhat they abounded with 
Learning and Eon bat were very defective 


in moral Honeſty. _ Incivility, Ignorance, Sim- 


plicity- and Roughneſs, are the Natural Com- 
panions of Innocency-: Curioſity, Subtlety and 
Knowledge bring Malice in their, Train : Hu- 
mility, Fear, Obedienceaad Afﬀability,, (which 
are the - principal things that ſupport and main- 
tain Human Society ) require, an empty and 
docile- Soul, and little preſuming upon it ſelf. 
Chriſtians have a particular Knowledge, how 
Natural and Original an evil. Curioſity, i8 in Man, 
The Thirſt of Knowledge, and the ' Defire to 
become more Wiſe, was the firſt ruin of Hu- 
man-kind, and the way- by which he precipt- 


tated himſelf into-Erernal Damnation. Pride 
was his ruin and corruption : * +s 'Pride that 
diverts from the Common Path, and makes him 


embrace Novelties, and rather chuſe to - be 


Head: of. a Troop, loſt and wandring in the 
Path 


It was what a Roman Senator ſaid of the later x 4 <4, pal | 
Apes, that their Predeceſ{ors Breath ſtunk of - rs "" 
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286 | 
Path of Error, to be Regen 


by the hand of another, 'in theright and beaten 


Road. *Tis, peradventure, the meaning of this 


Socrates Old Greek ſaying, i S1n1Juuric ram oo mane Th web 
apud Sto= gan). That Superſtition follows Pride,and obeys it 
© Preſumption, how 


was told,” That the God of Wiſdom had attri- 
buted to him the Title of a Sage, he was aſto- 


' T7 FTE Oo '» . . s i - Meſs: * . 
|. 4:3 niſhedartit, and ſearchingand examining him- 


felf chroughout, could find no Foundation for 
this Divine Sentence. He knew others as juſt, 
temperate, valiant and learned as himſelf :” And 
* more eloquent, more handſom, and more pro- 
firable to their Country, than he. Art laſt he 


concluded, that he was not diſtinguiſhed from } 


others, nor wiſe, but only becauſe he did not 

. think himſelf ſo. And that his God conſider d 
1 the Opinion. of Knowledge and Wiſdom as a 
ſingular Brutality in Man ; and _that his beſt 
Dottrine was the Do&trine of Ignorance, and 

« Simplicity the beſt Wiſdom. The Sacred Word 
declares thoſe Miſerable, who have an Opinion 

of themſelves : Duſt and Apes, ſays it to ſuch, 

What haſt thou wherein to Glorifie thy ſelf >» And 

11 another place, God has made Man like unto 

a Shadow, of whom, who can judge, when by 

. the removing of the Light,it ſhall be vaniſhed 2 
3c; Man is a thing of nothing, whoſe Force is ſo 
far from being able to comprehend the Divine 
Height : That of the Works of our. c_ 

thoſe 


« 
0 


t and a Teacher of | #® 
| Lyes, than to be a Diſciple in the School of F : 
Truth, ſuffering himſelf #0 be led and guided} 


' * much doeſt thou hinder us! After that, *Socrazes | 


Chap. tr. Seignenr ds Montaigne's Eſfays. 287 
thoſe beſt bear his Mark, and are with better 
"Title, his, which we the leaſt underſtand. To - 


i 
14 meet with an incredible thing, isan Occaſion to 


E454, 
: 


= 


q_r——_— 


Chriſtians to believe; andir isſo much the more 


' according to reaſon, by how much it is againſt 
Human Reaſon. If it were according to rea- .* 
' fon, it would be no more a fi 


ngular thing. 
Melius ſcitur Deus neſciendo, ſays St. Auſten, 


God is better known by not knowing. And Tacitus, niv. Aug. 


Sandtius eft ac reverentius de aftis Deorum cre- 1.2. de ord, 
dere quam ſcire. It is more Holy and Reverend 


' to believe the Works of God, than to know them. 


And Plato thinks there is ſomething of Impiety Tacit. de 
in it, to require too curiouſly into God, the mor. 
World, and firſt Cauſes of things. Arque llum 
quidem parentem hajus Viverfitatis invenire, dif- 

ficile : Et, quum jam 'inveneris, indicare in vul- 


* gus, nefas, ſays Cicero. To find out the Parent Cice in 


of the World, is very hard. And when found out ***- 


to reveal bim to the Vulgar, is Sin. Wepro-, » y | 
which me 1] 


nounce indeed Power, Truth and Juſtice, which 

are words that ſignific ſome great thing ; but 

that thing we neither ſee, nor conceive at all. * 
We fay that God fears, that God is angry, . and 
that God loves: 


Immortalia mortali ſermonue notantes, 


Giving to things immortal mortal Names. 


Which are all Agitations and Emotions, that 
cannot be in God according to our Form, nor 
we. imagine it according to Jus ; it only belongs 

r0 
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touch ?: How the Reaſon and Intelligence which 
we make uſe of, by obſcure' to arrive at ap- 


: parent things: Seeing that nothing is obſcure 


to him ? And Juſtice: which diſtributes to every 
one what appertains to him, a thing-begot by 
the Society and Community of Men, how 1s 
that in God > How Temperance? :Which is the 
Moderation of Corporal Pleaſures, that have no 
place in the Divinity 2 Fortitude to ſupport Pain, 


Labour, and Dangers as little appertains to him ' 


as the reſt, theſe three things having no acceſs 
to him. 
equally exempt from Vertue and Vice. Negque 


'* ctr de gratia, neque ira tener! poteſt, quod que talia ef- 


Nat. Deo-iſent,, tbecilla efſent omnia. 


rum. 


affeted with Favour nor Indignation, becauſe both 


| thoſe are the effetts of Frailty.” .The Participa- 


tion we have in the knowledge of Truth, ſuch 


as it is, is not acquir'd by our own Þ orce.. - God 
has ſufficiently given us to underſtand that, by 
the Witneſs he has choſen out of the common 
people, ſimple and ignorant Men, that he has 
been pleaſed to employ, to inſtru& us in-his 
admirable Secrets : Our Faith is not of our own 
acquiring, *tis purely the Gift of an others Boun- 
ty. . 'Tis not-by Meditation, or by Vertue of 


-our own Underſtanding, that we have acquird 


Our 


 Seigneur te MontaignesEfays. . Book If, Þ © 
to God to'know himſelf, and to- interpret his } - 
own Works ; and he: does it in our Language, F 
improperly, 'to ſtoop and deſcend to who 'gro. | 
vel upon the'Earth. - How can Prudence,which / 

is the Choice betwixt Good and Evil, 'beipro- J 
perly attributed. to him, whom no Evil: can. 


For which reaſon, Ariſtotle holds him ? 


He can neither be 


L. | | | 

L Þ Chap. 11. - Sejgreur:de Montaign's:Bfays. :8g 
is 3 - our /Re/7g10n, . but 'by/ Foreign Authority and 
- Command, wherein the Imbecillity of our Judg- 
* ment \ does more aſhſt-us than the Force, and 


our Blindneſs more than our Clearneſs of Sight. 


1 *Tis more by the Meditation of our Ignorance 
| than our Knowledge;, that we know any thing 

of the Divine Wiſdom, - *Tis no wonder, if our | 
Natural and Earthly parts cannot conceive that | 


Supernatural and heavenly Knowledge : Let us| 
bring nothing of our 'own, but Obedience and | 


qe": 


5 #® 


Subjetion. For, as it is Written, 7 wil/ deftrey 1 Cor. 


the Wiſdom' of the Wiſe, and will bring to nothing 
the Underſtanding of the Prudent, Where is the 
Wiſe 2 Where is this Scribe? Where is the Diſpu- 
rer of this World 2 Hath not God made Facliſh the 
Wiſdom of this World. . + For after that in” the Wife 
dom of God, the World knew #ct God, it pleaſed 
God by the Foeziſbneſs of. preaching to fave them 
that believe. Finally, ſhould I examine whe- 
ther it be in the power of Man. to find out that 
which he ſecks, and if that Queſt, wherein he 
has buſted himſelf ſo many. Ages, has inrich'd 
him with any new Force, - orany ſolid Truth : 
T believe he will confeſs, 1f he ſpeaks 'from his 
Conſcience, that all he has got by ſo long 'an 


Inquiſition, is only to have learn'd to know his 


own Weakneſs. , We have only by a long Stu- 
dy confirmed and verified the Natural Ignorance 
wewere in before. The ſame has fallen out to 
Men truly Wiſe, which befalls Ears of Corn ; 
they ſhoot and Taiſe their heads high and pert, 


whilſt empty ; but when. full and ſwelPd with 
Grain in > A begiti.to flag and droop, 
50 
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and not having found that Maſs-ot Knowledge, |}. 
and Proviſion of ſo many various things, no- | 
thing maſly and firm, and nothing but Vanity, 
have quitted their Preſumption, and acknow- 
ledged their Natural Condition. *Tis that, Yel- 
leius reproaches Cotta withal and Cicero, that 
they learned of Philo, they had learned-nothing. 
Pherecydes, one of the ſeven Sages, writing to 
Thales upon his Death-bed ; 7 have, faid he, gj- 
ven order to my people, after my enterment to car- 
ry my Writings to thee. If they pleaſe thee, aud 
the other Sages, publiſh, if not , ſuppreſs them, 
P, They contain no certainty with which 1 my ſelf am 
| eG fas ſatisfied. Neither do I pretend to know the 
| truth, or to attain unto it. I moreopen, than 
diſcover things. The wiſeſt Man that ever was, 

| X) being asked what he knew, made anſwer, Ze 
knew this, that he knew nothing. By which, he 
verified what has been faid, that thegreateſt 
part of what we know, is the leaſt of what 
+ wedonot know ; that is to ſay, that even what 
we think, we know, is but a peice, and a 
very little one, of our Ignorance. We know 

; Cicer. things in Dreams, fays Plato, and are 1gnorant 
| Acad. of themin Truth. Ones pene Yeteres nibil cog 
noſe, nthil percipi, nihil ſciri poſſe dixerunt : An» 
guſtos ſenſus, imbecilles animos, brevia: curricula 
vitae. ' Almoſt all the Ancients have declared, 
that there is nothing. to be known, wothing, to be 
anderſtood : The Senſes are too weak; Mens Mimmds 
too. weak, and the little courſe of : Life too ſhort. 
And of Cicero himſelf, who ſtood Ig 
| is 
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'his' Fearing for” all he was 
F fays, that he began'to diſreſt 
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jadges Truth, not by Weight, _—_ | 
ne, Q 


—(ui vigilans ſtertit. I Lucretl.3i 
L Mortua cuz vita eſt, prope jam atque videnti, 5 


Who waking ſnore ; whoſe life is but a Dream: | -o v/*:. | 
Who only hving and awake do ſeem. || 
who neither feel nor judg; and'let moſt of their | 
naturalFacultieslye idle. Iwill take man in his! 
higheſt Station. Let us conſider him' in that 
little number'of men,” excellent and cull'd out 
from'the reſt, who having been endowed with 
a remarkable and particular nataral Force, have 
moreover hardned and whetted it by Care, Stu- 
dy' and Art, and raiſed it to the higheſt Pitch 
of* Wiſdom, to 'which- it can poſſibly arrive. 
U z They 


Sergneur de Montaign's Eſſays 


and all Biaſſes ; havepropt and ſupported them 


With all foreign Helps proper for them, andeen- 


ric'd and. adorn'd them withall they could bor- 
row for their Advantage, both within and with- 
out the World: Thoſe are they that are plac'd 
in the utmoſt and moſt ſupreme height,to which 
human Nature can attain. They have regulated 
the World with Polzries and Laws. They have 
inſtrufted it* with 4rts and Sczences, and do yet 
inſtru it by the Example of their admirable 
Manners. I ſhall make account of none but 
ſuch men as theſe, and only make uſe of their 
Teſtimony -and Experience. Let us examine 
how far they have proceeded, and on what they 
reposd their ſureſt hold. The Maladics and De- 
fets that we ſhall find amongſt theſe men, the 
world may boldly declare to be purely their own. 
Whoever goes in ſearch of any thing,muſt come 
to this, either to fay that he has found it out,or 
that it is not tobe found out, or that he is yer' 
upon the Queſt. All Philoſophy is divided into 
theſe three Kinds. All her Deſign is to ſeek out 
Truth, Knowledg and Certainty. The Peripate- 
ticks, Epicureans,Stoicks and others,have thought 
they have found it. Theſe have: eſtabliſhed - 
the Sciences, and have treated of them, as of 
certain Knowledges, . Clitomachus, Carneades, 
and the Academicks, have deſpaired in their 
Queſt, and concluded that Truth could not be 
conceiy*d-by. our Underſtandings. The reſult 
of theſe are Weakneſs and human Ignorance. 
This SeF has had the moſt, - and moſt wo Fol- 
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Þ lowers. P yrrho and other Scepticks,whoſe Do&- 

rines were held by many of the Ancients, taken 

from Homer, the ſeven Sages, Archilocus, Euri- 

pides, Zeno, Democritus and Xenophones, 'ſay, 

that they are yet upon the Search of 'Fruth. 

Theſe conclude, that the other, who think they 

- have found it out, are infinitely deceiv'd ; and 

that it is too daring a Vanity in the ſecond ſort, 

to determine that human Reaſon is not able to 

attain unto it. For this eſtabliſhing a Standard «<c oo 
of our Power, to know and judg the Difficul. 

ty of things, i is a great and extream Knowledg, 

of which they doubt whether or no man can be 
capable. 


Nil feiri quiſquis puta, id quogue aſe tata 
An ſciri poſſit, quo ſe nil ſcire Jarepur. " "l 
He that ſays,nothing can beknown,s GUS £0 Mr.Creech. 
His own Opinion, for fg nothing | knows, "59 [| 
So knows not that. (2 


The Ignorance that knows, infel, judges! and. 
condemns itfelf, is not:an- abſolute —__ kD 
Which: to.be, it muſt be ignorant of itſelf: So 
that the: Profeſſion of the Pyrrhonians'is to Yr 
ver, doubt and enquire, not to make thetnſelves 
ſure of,' or reſponſible to. themſelves-for any 
thing. Of the three Actions of the Soul;-ithe 
Imaginative, Appetitive, and the Conlenting, 
they receive the two. firſt; the laſt they keep 
ambiguous;:without Inclination or APP probati- 
on, either.of one thing or another, ſo light/and _ . 
U: 3 voluble 
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mM 107; upon theſe diviſions of the Fa- 
* of | an open and expanded Hand 
ſgni ied Apparence : A Hand half ſhur, and the 
Fingers a little bending, Conſent: A clutalyd 
Fiſt; Comprehenſion ; When with the left be 
yet thruſt the Fiſt cloſer, Knowledg.. Now this 


 ſcituation of their Judgment upright aod inflexi- | 
ble, receiving all Obje&s withour Application, 


or Conſent, lead them to-their 4taraxie, which 


is a peaceable Condition of Life, temperate and 


exempt.from the Agitations we receive by the 


Impreſhon.of Qpinjon and Knowledg, that we 


think we have of things. From whence ſpri 
Fear, Avarice, Envy, immoderate Deſires, Ambi- 


_ tion, Rride, Su perſtitiqn, lave of Novelty, Re- 


bellivh Dilobedience, Obſtinacy, andthe great- 
eſt part rof bodily Ills : Nay, and by that they 


- '- re. exempt from the Jealouly. of their Diſcipline. 


For..they! debate :after a very gentle manner, 


| | Dow: and They fear no Revengein their Diſputes. When 
ix fthey affirm that heavy things deſcend ; they 


; Would be ſorry. to. be believ'd\, and love to be 


*# contradifed, 'to engender doubt and fuſpence of 
F pie Judgment, which. i their End. They only put 


out Propoſitions to contend with thoſe they 
think we have inour Belief: If you take theur 


_ Arguments, they. will as readily maintain the | 
| contrary : *Tis. all-one to them, they: have no 


Choice,” If you maintain that Snow. is Black, 


they wll argue onthe contrary that it is White ; 


if you ſay it is neither the one nor the other, 
they wull Ds that 'tis both. If you bold 


by 
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& | £ by a certain Ju 
-# they will maintain that youdo. Yes, 'and ifby 
F an affirmative Axiome you affure them that -*. 
F you doubt; they will argue againſt you,, that 
'$ you doubt not; or that you cannot judg and de- 


dgment that you know nothing, 


F terminethar Doubt. And by this extremity of 


to the Se& of the Stoicks or Epicureans, with 
which they are prepoſleſt , enflav'd and faſt aca. 


Doubt , which juſtles it felf, they ſeparate and 


- divide themſelves from many Opinions, even 


of thoſe they have ſeveral ways maintained, 
both concerning Doubt and Ignorance. Why 
ſhall not they be allow'd, fay they, as well as 


' the Dogmatifts, one to fay Green, another Yel- 


low, andeven of thoſe todoubt ? Can any thing 
be propos'd to us to grant, or deny, which it 
ſhalt not be permitted to conſider as Ambigu- 
ous? And where others are carried away, ei- 
ther by the Cuſtom of their Country, or by 
the Inſtrution of Parents, or by Accident, as by 
a Tempeſt, without Judgment, and without 
Choice; nay, and for the moſt part, before the 
Age of Diſcretion to ſuch or ſuch an Opinion, 


Bound, as to a thing they: cannot forſake: 44 
quamcumgue diſcipliuam, velut tempeſtate, delati, 


ad eam, tanquam ad ſaxum, adbereſcunt. Every 
one cleaves to his Principles, as to a Rock againſt 


which he had been thrown by Tempeft, Why ſhall 


_ . Nnottheſelikewiſe be permitted to maintain their 


Liberty, and conſider things without Obliga- 
tion or Slavery ? Hoc liberiores & ſolutiores, quod 
integra illis eft iudicandi poteſtas. In this more 
unconſtraind aud free, becauſe they have the grea- 
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E296:  Seignenr de Montaigners Eſſays. . Book WW. Eh 
*. - ter Power of Judging.  Is:itnot of ſome: Advan-  F 
tage, to..be difengag'd- from the Neceſlity © that 

£27: curbs others? Is it not better to remain in Suſ- 


pence, than to entangle himſelf in the innume- Ad 
rable Errors that human Fancy has producd? Þ is 


1s it not mach better to ſuſpend the Perſwaſion, vc 
rhan to intermeddle with-theſe wrangling and Þ If 
ſeditious. Diviſions? What ſhall I chooſe > What 'þ w 


you pleaſe, provided yoy. will chooſe. Avery Þ| 9: 
fooliſh Anſwer : But ſuch a one nevertheleſs, as |} # 
all Doctrine ſeems to point at, and by which ' Þ 7: 
we are not permitted to beignorantof what we } 
are ignorant. Take the moſt. eminent Side, }F- © 
that of the greateſt Reputation ; it will never Þ. 1 
be ſo ſure, that you ſhall not be forc'd toattack 
and contend with a hundred-and a hundred 4d- 
verſaries to.defend it. Is it not better to keep | 

me. OE of this Hurly-burly ?: You are permitted to 

 J98 1t- 


mortality embrace Ari/totles Opinion 'of the Immortality 


of the Soul Of the Soul, with as. much Zeal as your Ho- 


I -- rug nour and [.ife, and to give-the-Lye toPlato,and 
W oi. ſhall they be interdicted to doubt him? If it be - 
WW ' lawful tor Pazetivs to maintain his Opinion a-. 
bout A4ugury, Dreams, Oracles, Vaticinations; of | 
which the Stoicks make no doubt at all ; why. Þ 
may not a wiſe Man dare to do the ſame in all - 
_ things, that he dar'd' to. do in thoſe he had 
-? Jearn'd of his Maſters, eſtabliſh'd by the com- 
mon Conſent of the School, whereof he is a 
Profeſſor and a Member ? If it be a: Child that 
Judges, he knows not what it is : If a wife Man, 
he is Prepoſſeſt. They have reſer'd for them- 
{elves a marvellous Advantage in Battle, having 
| cas' 
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fet of which is a-pure; entire, perfe&t''and ab- 
ſolute ſuſpenſion of Judgment.  They-make uſe 
of their Reaſon toenquire and debate;' but not 
to fix and determine. ' Whoever ſhall imaginea 
perpetual Confeſſion of Ignorance, 'a Judgment 
without Bias, Propenſion or Inclination, upor-a- 
ny Occaſion whatever, - conceives atrue 7dea of 
Pyrrhoniſme. 1 expreſs this Fancy as well as I 

can, 
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_ an, by ain, ut naay ray'y allyrcus C0 Wy "Pl 
hars themſelves repreſent it a ig 
and obſcurely. As to what con» Pl 
cernsthe Actions of Life, they are inthis of the ict 
comman” Faſhion. They yield and give up 8b 
themſclves to their natural inclinations, to the'Þþ by 
Power and Impulſe of Paſſions, to the Conſti- 
rution of Laws and Cuſtoms, and to the Tradi- | ÞÞ 
Fey yo tion of Arts. Nox enim nos Deus ifta ſcire ſed. * 
tantummodo uti volutt. For God would not have WW: 
us know, but only uſe thoſe things. They ſuffer Þ! 
their no qr Oo be guided by. thoſe Ji: 
things, without any Diſpute or Judgment. For |M: 
which Reaſon I cannot conſeat to what is ſaid | Ft 
of Pyrrho. -— hve repreſent him ſtupid-and im- ' fy 
 moovable, leading a kind of Savage and Info- ' Fi 
| ciable Life, Randing the juſtle of Carts, going {8 
upon Precipices, and refuſing to accommodate -* 
himſelf tothe Laws. This is toenhaunce upon | $ 
his Diſcipline. He would never make himſelf $* 
2 Stock or 2 Stone, he would ſhew himſelf ali-  Þ 
ving Man, Diſcourſing, Reaſoning, Enjoyingall 'J 
natural Conveniences and Pleaſures, employing +F'1 
and making uſe of all his corporal .and' ſpiritual *Þ'# 
Faculties in, Rule and Reaſon. The fantaſtick,  Þ 3 
imaginary ;and falſe Privileges that Man has JV 
uſurp'd; 4 Loxding it, Ordaining and Eftablih-  } 
ing, he has utterly quitted and renounced. Yet |: 
there is a a but is warn re & to permit her Þ Tt 
Sage to follow feveral things, not Compre- }F 
hended, Perceiv'd, or Confſented to, if he means F- 
to live. Andif he goesto Sea, he follows that }| | 
Defign, not knowing whether his Voyage _ | 


'* 2 totes 
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a lightneſs of the Yellel, the Experience of the 
-  Iyor, and the Convenience of the Seaſgn, and 
e  Bich-probable Circumſtances. After which he 
- bound to go, and ſuffer himſelf ro.be govern'd 
e bby Appazences, provided there be no expreſs 
-Tiwd manifeſt Contrariety in them. - He has a 


I 


. Body, he hasa Soul, .the Senſes puſh them, the 
{  FMind ſpurs them on. And altho he do not find 
- Fin bimdelf this proper and ſingular fign of Judg- 
- Jing, and that he does perceive that he aught not 
[to engage his Conſent, conſidering that there 
- Imay be ſome falſe, equal to theſe true Appa- 
Fences, yet does he not for all that fail of car- 
Frying on the Officesof his Life with great Li- 
'Fberty and Convenience. How many Arts are 
I ihere that profeſs to conſiſt moxe in Conjetture , 


'Fthan Knowledg? That decide not true and falſe, *- .- 


[pad only follow that,which ſeems theone or the 
'Fother ? There are, ſay they, true and falſe, and 


it ſtay when we touch it. We are much 


| more prudent, in letting our ſelves be carried 
3 away by the ſwing of the World without Inqui- 
| ſition. A Soul clear from Prejudice, hasa mar- | 2p#;pp 
q es Advance towards Tranquillity and Re-| 
F poſe. Men that judg and controul their Judges, 
| do never duly fubmut to them, How much 
I more dacile and eafy to be govern'd, both in 
F the Laws of Religion and civil Politie, are fim- 
F ple and incurious Minds, than thoſe over-vigi- 
3 fant Wits, that will till be prating of Divine 
{| 3nd Human Cauſes? Thereis nothing in human 
3 nventi- 


{#6 have inus wherewith to ſeek it ; but not to J | 
| 
; 


” ſunt. The'Lor 
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| Seigueur: de'M -+Book-lf 
Invention, that carries ſo great a thew of lik m6 ſave 
 Iphood and- utility as this. This preſent a TP 
naked and empty; confeſſing his natural Weak-j: 
neſs, fit to receive ſome foreign Force fromas 
bove , unfurniſh'd of Human, and therefore 
more apt to receive into him the Divine Knoi veIMar 
ledg, undervaluing his own Judgment, to make 
more Room for Faith : Neither beleiving amiſs * 
nor eſtabliſhing any DoQtrine againſt the: La 'F 
and common Obſervances, Humble, Obedient;h 
Diſciplinable, Studious, a ſworn Enemy of He-t 
reſy ; and' conſequently, freeing himſelf from 
vain and-irreligious Opinions, introduc'd by f 
falſe Sets, 'Sefarys and Hereticks. *Tisa blank 
Paper prepared to receive ſuch Forms from the I, 
Finger of God, as he ſhall pleaſe to write upoil ff Pro 
it. The rh6re wereſign and commit our ſelves} 
to God,” and the more we renounce our ſelves, ; 
of the greater value we are. Take in 06 party 
ſays Ecleiaftes,- the things that preſent the! 
ſelves to thee, as they ſeem and taſt from Hand 
to Mouth: The reſt is out/of thy rs Hell 
Dominus novit c grin hominum, quoniam vant Þ ; 
knoweth the. Feart of Men; thi 1 + 
they are but Vanity. Thus we ſee, that otthree, bs 
general SeAs:of Phzloſophy,” two make open pro-Þ| ;, 
feſſion of Doubt and Ignorance, and in that of ; 
the Dogmatiſts,' which is'the third, it is eaſy«to} 
diſcover, that-the 'greateſf part of'them only. 91 
aſſume this'face of Confidence and Affurance, Vf; 
that they may have the''better Grace. They} , 
have not ſo much thought--to eſtabliſh anyF* 
Certainty. for us, as to ſhew- us. how ifar* ey i: 
ave 
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lap. 11. Seigneur de: Montaigne's Eſſays. 

ve proceeded in their ſearch of Truth, quam 
0867 /fngunt ma gis quam norunt. Which the lear- | 
rather feign than know. Timeus being to in- 
&lMtuct Socrates in whathe knew of the Gods,the 
12 World and Men, propoſes to ſpeak to him as a 
"an to a Man, and that it is ſufficient, if his Rea- 
Ins are probable, as thoſe of another : For that 
SÞnatt Reaſon were neither in his, nor any other 
*Mortal Hand. - Which. one of his Followers has 
t Shus imitated : 7/7 potero, explicabo; nec tamen 


Cicero 


= Pythius Apollo, certa ut fint, & fixa, que Twlib.r, 
Mtxero : Sed ut homunculus, probabilia conjettura 
Jequens. Twill, as well as I am able, explain; yet 
k Wt as Pythius Apollo, that what 7 ſay, ſhould 


s #4 


| 


She fix*d and certain, but like a Man that ' follows 
Probabilities by Conjeture. And that other, up- 

*J0n the natural and common Subject of the Con- 
Ftempt of Death , he has elſewhere tranſlated 
+Ffom: the very Words of Plato. Si forte, de 
"F Prorum natura ortumgue Mundi diſſerentes, minus -—rkrg 
*$id quod habemus in animo conſequimur, haud erito 
mrum.  Afquum eff enim meminiſſe, & me qui 
afſeram, hominem eſſe, © vos qui judicetis: Vt 

© probabilia dicentur, nibil ultra requiratis. If 

7 perchance, when we diſcourſe of the Nature of Gods, 

© and the Worlds Original, we cannot do it as we de- 

fre, it will be no great Wonder. For it is juſt 

J jou ſhould remember, that both- I who ſpeak, and 

you who are to judg are Men: So that if probable 
$ hings are deliverd, you ſhould require and ex- 
Þ pet no more. Ariſtotle does ordinarily heap up 
4 2great number of other Opinions and Beliefs, 
F to compare them with his own, and to {et us ſee 


how 


lib. I. 
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ſelf in fo thick and fo inexplicable* Obſcurity;Þ 


Ne Do ihfi ſentiamus': curioftur' id faciient,, quam neieſ 
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Bs has pho folic hail: ant 
cit 'Qearer he Boas : PIPE} 
likelyhood: of Frath. For Zrath is' not to'bolil 
judgd by the Authority and Teſtimony of «FF 
thers ; which! matle Epicaras religiouſly avoidif® 
quoting: them in' his Writings. This is theif; 
Pririce of all Dogmarifs,, ant yet we are'told: yl. 
him, that much Knowledg: does adminiſter nz: 
ny Occaſions 'of doubting more. In earneſt; we 
ſee him ſometimes ſo ſhrowd and muffleup hin} 


that we know notwhat uſe to make of his' Ad 
vice. It is in effe&t a Pyrrhoniſme' unter a'cotÞ 
cluding and determining-Form. Hear' Cicero} 
Proteſtation, who expounds to us anothers'Fari'} 
cy byhis own: Qui requirunt, quid de quayue re} 


eft. Huwc Philoſophie ratio, contra omnia difſe-'Þ 
rendi, nullamque rem aperte judicandi, profetta''} 
Socrates;reperita ab Arceſilao, coufirmata a Carne} 
ade, aſque ad noftramviget atatem. Hi ſumui} 
qui omnibus veris falſa quiedam adjuntta eſſe dica*'y * 
mus, tanta frmilitudine, ut in iis wulla' infit judis' 
caudi, & aſſentiends nota. They who-defire to} 
know what we think of every thing ; are there-Þ 
in more inquiſitive than is neceſſary. This Praft-. 
ice in Phzloſophy,of diſputing againſt'every thing, 
and. of abſolutely” concluding nothing, -begun 
by Socrates, repeated by. Arceflaus,, and con 
firm'd by Carneades, has continued in uſe even} -. 
to our own times. We are they, who declare 
thar' thereis'ſo great a Mixture of things' falſe, } 
amongſt all that are'true, -and they'ſo'reſemble 
one 
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l Philoſophers, affefted Difficulty, "if not to ſet a 
greater Value upon: the Vanity: of the SubjeR,, 


$3 
WES s > 
BP” 


Sand amuſe the C urjoſity of our Wits, by "giving: 
11TH”, —xz ” . - * 
Wa tne this Bone to Clitomachus, A rmd,, 
(4 that he could never diſcover by Carreades Wri- 
—& tings, what Opinion he: was of. This wasit that 


We ; made Epicurus affe& to be Abſtruſe, and: that 


9 


bb 


F procured Heraclitus the Epithete to his Name 


Þ uſe of, like Fug/ers,to concealthe Vanity of. their 
4} Art, and which human Sottiſhneſs caſily;takes 
F for currant Pay. 


. Omnia enim ſtolida magjs admirantur amantque, 
Iroerfis que ſub verbis latitantia cernunt. 


Bumbaſt and Riddle, beſt do Puppies pleaſe, - 
For Foolsadmireandloveſuch thingsas theſe. 
all Qujbble wrapt in-dubious Phraſe ; 
That to the height-does-their wife Wonder 


6 raile.. 

'} Cicero reprehends ſome of his Acquaintance ang 
'$ Friends, for giving more of their'Time to the 
1. / 

4 Study, of' 4/frologge, Law, Logick, and Geome- 


- try, than they werereally worth ; ſaying, that 
they, were by thoſediverted from the Duties of 
Life, and from more profitable and gentile Stu- 
dies. The Cyrenaick Philoſophers did quay} d > 

piſe 


: "of oxerewds, Difficulty-is a Coyn theLearr'd make Þi/ave; Fx) 1 


Clarus ob obſcuram linguam, magis inter inanes : Tueret.t, 


prix } 


: + 4 > "Seignenut et LE gs= —_ ys. -Book «<< 2 
: 16oo foe ore hymen Dat Zeno,in the 
| goks of the "Common- '' 
alth, declz -the liberal At arts of'no uſe, | 
hryfppus Taid, - that” 'what Plato and Ariſtotle F 
bi writ concerning Logirt; they &y had only:done' | 
it 1n Sport, and by way of Exerciſe: ' And could. Þ 
FB not believe, that they ſpoke in earneſt of ſo vain 
= Z) a thing, Plutarch ſays-the fame of ' Metaphy: 
; ficks: And Epicurus would have faid as much of. 
Rhethorick; Grammar, Poeſy, Mathematicks, and 
( Natural Philoſo ophy excepted )' of all the other 
Sciences ; and Socrates of them all, excepting 
« that of Manners and of Life. Whatever any 
.one required to be inſtructed in by him, he 
would ever, in the firſt place, demand an ac- 
- count of the Conditions of his Life preſent and 
paſt, which he examin'd and judg'd ; eſteeming 
all other Learning ſubſequent to that, and fu- 
Sal.de Bel- PeErnumerary. Parum mihi Placeant ee litere, 
- lo Jug. gue ad virtutem Doftoribus nihil profuerunt. That } 
oe Learning is in ſmall repute with me, which nothin 
Profited the" Teachers themſebves to Vertue. Mo 
of 'the Arts have been in like manner -de- 
cry'd by the fameKnowledg. But they did not 
conſider that it was from the purpoſe, to exer- 
ciſe their Wits in thoſe very matters wherein, 
there was no ſolid Advantage. | As to the reſt: 
Some have look'd upon Plato as a Dogmatiſt, 0- 
thers as a Doubter, others -in ſome things the 
one, and in other things - -the other. ' Socrates, 
the Introducer of Dialogiſmes,: is eternally upon 
Queſtions and ſtirring up Diſputes, never deter- 
mining, never fatisfying:- And profeſſes to have 
no 


—am»>S 5B 


wo} wot. Cf? 


# Chap: 11. .. Sejguenr:de Montaigns Efays. 
-F v9 other Science but that of oppoſing, himſelt. 
"# #emer;' their Author,has equally laid the Foun- 
#F dations of all the: Sets of Philoſophy, to thew 
# bow indifferent-it was, which way. we. ſhould 
-F chooſe. ?Tis-ſfaid; that ten ſeveral Secs ſprung 
* ftrom:F/atoz:and in my Opinion, never did any» 


fophizing in Dialogues; ta the end, that he might 
X 
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Inſtration hault and {tumble,if his does not : $9- 


crates ſaid, that * Midwives in taking uponthem # c,jp7 
the rrade of helping others: to bring forth, , left 74/: 


men 17 


the Trade -of bringing torth- themſelves; and}... 


that he ly the Title of a wiſe Man or Sage, that 
the God's had conſer'd upon him, was diſabled 
in his viriſe' and mental Love, of the Faculty 
of bringing forti, conſenting to help and ailiſt 
thoſe-that. could; to open their Nature, anoint 
the Paſſes, and facilitate their Birth: To judg 
of the Infant, Kiſs, Nouriſh, Fortifie, .Swath, and 
Circumseile it, exerciſing and employing his Un- 


| derſtanding inthe Perils and Fortunes of, others. 


It is ſo with, the moſt part of this third ſort of 
Authors, .as the Ancients have obſerv'd in the 
Writiogs of : 4naxagoras, Democritus, Parment=, 
des, Zenophanes and others. They have a way 
of 'Writing, doubtful in Subſtance and Deſign, 
rather enquiring than teaching; though they 
mix their Style with ſome Dogmatical Periods, 
Is notthe ſame thing ſeenin Sexeca and Plutarch? 
How many ContradiCtions are there to be 
found, if a Man pry narrowly into them ? So 


many, that the reconciling Lawyers ought firſt 


to reconcile them every one to themſelves. Pla- 
70 ſeems to have afteted this Method of Philo- 


with 
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| Piutarch, 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Bookll- d | 
with greater Decency from ſeveral Mouths, 


deliver the Diverſity and Variety of his own 


Fancies. To treat variouſly of things, is as well 
to treat of them, as conformably, and- better, 
that is to fay, more copiouſly, and with grea- 
ter Profit. Let us take Example from our ſelves. 
Judgments are the utmoſt Period of all Dog- 
mattcal and determinative ſpeaking: And yet 
thoſe 4rre/ts that our Parliaments giye the Peo-. 
ple, themoſt exemplary of them, and thoſe are 
moſt proper to nouriſh in them the Reverence 


| due to that Dignity, principally through the 


Sufficiency of the Perſons Acting, derive their 
Beauty, not ſo much from the Conclufion;which 
with them is quotidien and common to every 
Judg, as from the Diſpute and Heat of diverſe 
and contrary Arguments, that the matter of 
Lam and Equity will permit. And the largeſt 
Field for Reprehenſion, that fome Philoſophers 
have againſt others, is drawn from the Diverſi- 


_ ties and Contradidtions, wherein every one of 


them finds himſelf Perplex'd : Either on pur- 
poſe to ſhew the Vacillation of human Wit con- 
cerning every thing ; or ignorantly competl'd by 
the Volability - and Incomprehenſibility of all 


Matter. What means this Clinck 1 the Cloſe ? 


In afſlippery and fliding place let us ſuſpend our 
Beliet : For as Furipedes fays. | 


Les enures de Dieu en drverſes 
 Facons, nous donment des Traveiſes. 


Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigft's Eſſays. 


| The works of Godin ſundry wiſe, 
Do puzzle Mens Capacities. . 


Like that which Empedacles ; as if rapt with a Di- 
vine Fury,and compell'd by Truth,often ſtrew'd 
' here and there in his Writings. No no, we feet 
nothing, we ſee nothing, all things are conceabd 
from ns; there is not one thing, of which we can 
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poſitively ſay, it is this : According to the Dis" 


vine ſaying, Cogitationes mortalium timitlie, ® 
incerte adlinventiones voſtre, © providentie. For 
the Thoughts of mortal Men are Miſerable ; and 
our Devices are but uncertain. It 1$_not. to te 
thought ſtrange, if Men, deſpairing to overtake 
what they hunt aſter, have nor Lowever Joſt 
the Pleaſure of the Chace ; Study _Veing of ic 
ſelffo pleaſant an Employment, and fo Pleafant, 
that amongſt other Pleaſures, the S?oicks for- 
bid that alſo which proceeds from the Exerciſe 
of the Wir, will have it curb'd, and find a kind 
of Intemperance in thirſting too much - after 
Knowledg. Democritus having eaten Figs at his 
Table that taſted of Honey, fell preſently to 
Conſidering with himſelf, from whence they 
ſhould derive this unuſual Sweetneſs ; and tobe 
ſatisfied in it, was about to riſe ſrom the Table, 
to ſee the place from whence the Figs had beert 
gathered ? Which his Maid obſerving, and ha- 
ving underſtood the Cauſe, ſhe ſmilingly told 
him, that he need fiot trouble himſelt about 
that, for ſhe had put them into a Veſkl, in 
which there had beeri Poney: He was vexf at 
+ 


Wiſdom 
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Seigneur &e Montaigws Eſſays. Book iT. 

this Diſcovery, *and that ſhe had depriv'd him 
of the Occaiion of. this Inquiſition, and robb'd 
his Curioſity of Matter. to work upon. © Go thy 
way, ſaid he, thou hath dine me an Jrjury; but 
for all-that, I will ſeek out the Cauſe as if it were 
natural ; and woufd, willingly have found out 
ſome true Reaſon, for a | Alle and imaginary Ef- 
fect. This Story.of a famous and great Philo- 
fopker does very clearly repreſent to us the ſtu- 
diqus Paſſion, tliat puts us upon the purſuit of 
things, of the Acquiſition of which we deſpair. 
Plutarch gives alike Example of ſome one, who 
would not be fatisfied-in that whereof he was 


not ceaſe to be Pleaſant, though there be no- 


« thing init, either nutritive or healthfu]J- Thus, 


they ſay, the conſideration of Nature 1s: a Diet 
proper for our Minds, it raiſes and elevates us, 
makes us diſdain low and terreſtrial Things, by 
comparing. them with thoſe that arc Celeſtial 
and high: Even the Inquiſition of great and 
-occult things is very Pleaſant, even to thoſe who 

| acquire 


Chap. 1x. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
acquire 'no-other Benefit,' than the Reverence 
and Fear of judging it. * This is what they Pro- 
fels. The vain Image of. this fickly Curioſity 
is yet more manifeſt ia rhis other Example, thar 


they fo often urge. Endoxus wilh'd and begg'd | 


' 


of the Gods, that he might once ſee the Sun | 
near at Hand, tocomprehend the Form, Great- 
neſs and Beauty of it; on the Condition to be 
immediately burn'd. He would at the Price 
of his Life purchaſe a-Knowledg, of which the 
Uſe and Poſleflion ſhould ar the ſame time be 
taken from him : And for this ſuddain and vaniſh- 
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ing Knowledg, loſe all the other Knowledges 


he had in preſent, or might afterwards have ac- 
quired. I cannot eaſily perſwade myſelf, that 
Epicurus, Plato and Pythagoras, have given us 
their 4tomes, Tdeds 2nd Numbers for currant Pay. 
They were too wile to eſtabliſh their Articles of 
Faithupon things ſo Diſputable and ſo Incertain: 
Butin the Obſcurity and Ignorance the World 
then was; every one of theſe great Men endea- 
voured to preſent ſome kind of Image or Re- 
flexion' of Light; and work'd their Brains for 
Inventions, that might have a pleaſant and ſub- 
tile Apparence; provided, that falſe as they 
were, they might make good their Ground a- 
eainſt thoſe that would oppoſe them.  Unicuzi- 
que iſta pro ingenio finguntur, non ex ſcientie vi. 
Theſe things every one fancies according to his 
Wit, and not by any power of Knawledg. - One of 
the Ancients, who was reproach'd, That he pro- 
feſt Philoſophy, of which he nevertheleſs in bis own 
Fudgment. made no great Account, Made Anſwer, 

X 3 That 


That. that was truly to Phzloſophize : They would 
conſider all, and ballance eyery thing, and have 
found that an Employment well ſuited to our 
natural Curioſity. Some things they have writ 
for the benefit of publick Society, as their Relj- 
£ons, and for that Conſideration it was but rea- 
ſonable, that they ſhould not examine publick 
Opinions to the Quick, that they might nor 
diſturb the common Obedience tothe Laws and 

- Cuſtoms of their Country. Plato treats of this 
Myſtery with a Raillery manifeſt enough. For 
where he writes according to his own Method ; 
he gives no certain Rule. When he plays the 
Legiſlator, he borrows a magiſlerial and poſitive 
Style, and boldly there foiſts in his moſt fanta- 
ſtick Inventjons, as fit to perſuade the Vulgar, 
as impoſſible to be believ'd by himſelf: Knowing 
very well, how fit we are to receive all ſorts of 
Impreſlions, eſpecially the moſt immoderate and 
wicked. And yet in his Laws, hetakes ſingular 

| Care that nothing be ſung in Publick but Poetry ; 
of which, the Fiction and fabulous Relations tend 
2,20 to ſome advantageous End : It being ſo eaſy to 
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oft neceſlary for the profit of Men, to deceive 
«them. It 1s very eaſy to diſtinguiſh, that ſome 
of the Sef#s have more followed. 7ruth, and the 
others 7/t:4ity, by which the laſt have. gain'd 
their Reputation. ' *Tis the miſery of our Con- 
- dition, 
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dition, that often that which preſents it ſelf to 
our Imagination for the moſt true, does-not ap- 
pear the moſt utile to Life. The boldeſt Sefs, 
as the Epicurean, Pyrrhonian, and the new Aca-. 
demick, are yet conſtrain'd 10 ſubmit to the Cz. 
| wil Law, at the end of the Account. Other 
Subjects there are, that they have tumbl'd and 
toſt ſome to the right, and others to the left, e- 
very one endeavouring, right or wrong, to give 
them ſome kin#of Colour ; forhaving found no- 
thing ſo Abſtruſe, they would not venture to 
ſpeak to: They are very often forc'd to forge 
weak and ridiculous Conje&ures; not that they 
themſelves look'd upon them as any Foundati- 
on, or eſtabliſh any certain Truth, but meerly 


+ EL J | 
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for Exerciſe. Non tam id ſenfiſſe, quod dicerent, Incerto. 


quam exercere ingenia materiz difficultate viden- 
tur volnifſe : Not ſo much, that they themſelves be- 
leiv'd what they ſaid, as that they ſeem to have a 
mind to exerciſe their Wits in the Dificulty of 
the matter. Andif wedid not takeit thus, how 
ſhould wepalliate ſo great Inconſtancy, Variety, . 
and Vanity of Opinions, as we ſee have been 
produe'd by thoſe excellent and admirable Souls? 
For for Example, what can be more Vain than 
to imagine to gueſs at Almighty God by our 
Analogies and Conjettures? To dire& and go- 
vern him and the World, by our Capacities and 
our Laws? And to ferve our ſelves at the Ex- 
pence of the Divinity, with that ſmall Portion of 
Knowledg he has been pleas'd to impart to our 
natural Condition ? And becauſe we cannot ex- 
tend our Sight to his' glorious Throne, to have 

X 4 brought 


brought. him down to-our-Corruption; and our 
Miſeries? Of all human-and ancient 'Opinions 
' concerning Religion, .thatfeems to me the moſt 


God an Incompreli:nfible Power; the Original 
and Preſerver of all things,-all Bounty, all Per- 
tection, receiving and taking in gdod part the 
Honor and Reverence that Man paid unto him, 
under what Method, Name or Ceremonies ſo- 

- ever, | 


Japiter omnipotens rerum, regumgue Deamque, 
Progenitor, Genitrixque————- 


. This Zeal has univerſally been look'd upon from 
Heaven with a gracious Eye. All Governments 
have reap'd Fruit from their Devotion : Men, 
and impious Actions, have every where had 

. What the ſuitable Events. Pagan Hiſtories acknowledg 

Ye. 74S Dignity, Order, Fultice, Prodiges and Oracles, 

among Employed for their Profit and Inſtruction in their 

tbe Pa- fabulous Religions. God, peradventure, through 

247% his Mercy vouchſafivg by theſe temporal Bene- 
fits, to cheriſh the tender Principles of a kind of 
a brutiſh Knowledg, that natural Reaſon gave 
them of him, through the deceiving. Images of 


impious alſo; and injurious are thoſe that Man 
has forg'd from his own Invention. And of all 
the Religions that St. Paul found in Repute at 4- 
thens, that which they had dedicated to an un- 
known, Divinity, ſeem'd to him the moſt to be 
.excusd. Pythagoras ſhadow'd the Truth a - 

: "88 


likely, and molt excuſable, that acknowledg'd 


their Dreams. Not only deceiving and falſe,but 
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this firſt Cauſe, and Being of Beings, ought to 


JFY 
tle more cloſely : Judging that the Knowledg of The un- 


wn God 
ador'd at 


be indefinite, without Limitation, without De- Athens. 


claration: That it was nothing elſe, than the 
extream Effort of our [magination towards Per- 


fection ; every one amplifying the /dea accord- Numa's 
ing to the Talent of his Capacity. But if Nu- R%n- 


ma attempted to conform the Devotion of his 
People to this Project ; to ty them to a Religion 
purely menta], without any prefixt Object and 
material Mixture, he undertook a thing of no 
uſe. Human Wit could never ſupport it ſelf 
floating in ſuch an infinity of inform Thoughts, 
there is required ſome certain Image to be pre- 
ſented, according to its own Model. The Di- 
vine Majeſty has thus, in ſome ſort, ſuffered 
himſelt to be circumicrib'd in corporal Limuts , 
for our Advantage : His ſupernatural and celeſti- 
al Sacraments have Signs of our earthly Condi- 
tion: His Adoration is by ſenſible Offices and 
Words; for *tis Manthat Believes and Prays. I 
ſhall omit the other Arguments upon this Sub- 
ject ; But a Man would have much ado to make 
me believe, that the ſight of our Crucifixes,that 
the Picture of our Saviours Paſſion,that the Or- 
naments and Ceremonious Motions of our 
Churches, that the Voices accommodated to the 
Devotion of our Thoughts, and that Emotion 
of Senſes do not warm the Souls of the People 
with a Religious Paſſion of very advantagious 
Effects. Of thoſe, to whom they have given 
a Body as Neceſlity required 1n that univerſal 
Blindnefs, T ſhould,l fancy,moſt encline to thoſe, 
who Ador'd the Sun. ta 


Ronſard. 


- 3x4 Seigneur de'Montaign's Efſays. Book Il. 


la lumiere commune, 

L-eil dumonde ; & fi Dieu auchef porte des yeux, 

Les rayons du ſoleil ſont ſes yeux radeux, 

Quz donnent vie a tous, nous maintiennent, & 
gardent, 


| Et les faits des humains ence monde regardent : 


Ce bear, ce grand ſoleil, qui nous fait les ſaiſons, 


| Selon qu'il entre, ou ſort de ſes douze maiſons : 


ut remplit hunivers de ſes vertas cogneies : 
Qui hon traidt de ſes yeux nous diſſipe les nues: 
Leſprit, bame du monde ardant, © flamboyant, 
En la courſe d'un jour tout le Ciel tournoyant, 
Plein dbimmenſe grandeur, rond, vagabond, & 
ferme - 
Lequel tient deſſoubs Iny tout le monde pour 
terme : | 
En repos, fans repos, oyfif, & ſans ſejour, 
Fils aiſne de Nature, & le Pere du jour. 


The common Light that Shines indifferently 
On all alike, the Worlds enlightning Eyes, 
And if th' Almighty Ruler of the Skies 


- Has Eyes,the Sun-Beams are his radiant Eyes, 


That Life to all impart, maintain and guard, 
And all Mens Actions upon Earth regard. 
This Great, this Beautiful,and glorious Sun, 
That Seaſons gives by Revolution : 
That with his Influence fills the Univerſe, 
And with one Glaunce does ſullen Shades 
diſperſe. ( Sphear, 
Life, Soul oth* World, that flaming in his 
Surrounds the Heavens in one Days carreer, 
| Immenſly 
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Immenſly great, moving, yet firm and round, 
Who the whole World below has fix'd his 
Bound, | 
AtReſt without Reſt, Idle without Stay, 
| Natures firſt Son, and Father of the Day. 


Foraſmuch as beſides this Grandeur and Begu- 
ty of his, 'tis the only piece of this Machzx 
that we diſcover at the remoteſt diſtance trom 
us ; and by that means fo little known, that 
they were pardonable, for entring into ſo great 
admiration and reverence of it. Thales, who 
firſt inquird into this ſort of matter, believ'd 
God to he a Spirit, that madeall things of Wa- 
ter. Anaximander, that the Gods were always 
dying, and entring into Life ; and that there 
were an infinite number of Worlds. Anaximines, 
that the Air was God, that he was procreated 
and immenſe., always moving. Anaxagoras 
the Firſt, was of Opinion, that the deſcription 
and manner of all things were conducted by 
the Power and Reaſon of an infinite Spirit. Alc- 
men gave the Divinity to the Sur, Hoon and 
Stars, and to the Soul. Pythagoras has made 
God a Spirit ſprinkled over the Nature of all. 
things, from whence our Souls are extracted. 
Parmenides, a Circle ſurrounding the Heaven 
and ſupporting the World by the Ardour 

Light. Empedecles pronoune'd the four Ele- 
ments, of which all things are compos'd, to be 
Gods. Protagoras had nothing to ſay, whether 
they were. or were not, or what they were. 
Demecritus was one while of Opinion, that the 
| {mages 


: 
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Images and their Cireuitions were Gods,- another 
this. Nature that darts out -thoſe Images, and 
then our Sczence and Jatelligence. Plato de- 
vides his Belief into ſeveral Opinions. He fays 
in his 7;meus, That. the Father of the World 
cannot be nam d ; In his Laws, That Men are 
not to inquire into his Being. And elſewhere in 
the very ſame Books, he makes the 0rd, the 
Heavens, the Stars, the Earth, and our Souls, 
Gods, admitting moreover thoſe which have 
been received by Ancient Inſtitution in every 
Republick. Xenophon reports a like Perplexity 
in Socrates his Doctrine. One while that Men 
are not to inquire into the Form of God, and 
preſently makes him maintain that the Sx 1s 
God, and the Soul, God; and the firſt, that there 
15 but one GoJ, and afrerwards that there are 
many. Spexcippus the Nephew of Plato makes 
God a certain Power governing all things, and 
that he has a Soul. Ari/fotle one while ſays, it 
is the Spirit, and another , the World ; one 
while he gives this World another Maſter, and 
another makes God the Ardour of Feavey. 
Zenocrates makes eight, five nam'd among{t the 
Planets, the ſixth compos'd of all the fixt Stars, 
as of ſo many Members, the ſeventh and the 
eighth, 'the $uz and the Moon. FHeraclides Pon- 
zicus does nothing but float in his Opinion, and 
finally deprives God of Senſe, and makes him 


| ſhift from one Form to another, and at laft 


ſays, that *tis Heaven and Earth. Theopbraſtus 
wanders in the fame Irreſolution amongſt his 
Fancies, attributing the Superintendency of the 
| World, 
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On 


»» 


World, one while, to the 7:der/tanding, ano- 


ther while to Heaven, and another to the S7ars.. 
Strato, that *tis Nature, the having the power - 


of Generation, Augmentation and Diminuition, 
without Form and Sentiment. Zero ſays, *tis 
the Law of Nature commanding Good, and 
prohibiting Evil ; which Law isan Animal, .and 


takes away the accuſtom'd Gods, Fupiter, Funo 


and Veſta: Diogenes Apolleniates, this *tis Age. 
Zenophanes makes God round, ſeeing and hear- 
ing, not breathing, and having nothing in 
common with Human Nature. - 4ri//o thinks 
the . Form of God to be incomprehentible, 
deprives him of Sence, and knows not whether 
he be an Animal, or ſomething elſe. Cleanthes 
one while ſuppoſes it tobe Reaſon; another while, 
the Werld'; another, the Sou! of Nature ; and 
then the ſupream Heat rouling about, and en- 
vironing all. Perſeus, Zeno's Diſciple, was of 
Opinion, that Men have given the: Title of 
Gods to ſuch as have been uſeful, and have ad-: 
ded any advantage to Human Life, 'and even 
to profitable things themſelves. Cry/ppus made 
a confus'd: heap of Old Sentences, - and reckons 
amongſt a thouſand Forms of Gods that he 
makes, the Men alſo that have been Dezfed. 
Diagoras and Theodoras flatly deny*d, that there 
were any Gods at all. Epicaurus makes the Gods 
ſhining, tranſparent and pertlabie , lodg'd, as 
betwixt two Forts, betwixt the two Worlds, 
ſecure from blows, clotlyd 4n a Human Figure, 
and with ſuch Members.as we have ; which 
Members are to them of no ufe. 
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Cicer. de Ego Deun genus eſſe ſemper duxi & dicam 

_ _ celitum, | | 

en en Sed eos non Curare opinor, quid agat hamanum 
genus. | 

4 ©: | Ieverthought that Gods above there were, 


- 


| But do not think they care what Men do 
._ | here. 


Truſt to your Philoſophy, 'my Maſters : And 
brag, that you have found the Bean in the Cake ; 


| WhataRattle'is here with ſomany Phloſophical 
997%: Heads! The perplexity of ſo many Worldly 


| Forms have pair'd this over me, that Man- 
| Ners and Opinions contrary to mine, do 'not ſo 
' much diſpleaſe as inſtru&t me ; nor ſo much 
| make me proud, as they humble me in com- 
paring ther. And all other choice, than what 
comes from the Exprefs arid immediate Hand 
of God, ſeems to me a Choice of very little 
Priviledge. The Policies of the World are no 
leis oppoſite upon this SubjeCt; than the Schools, 
by which we may underſtand, that Fortune it 
ſelf is not more variable and inconfſtant, nor 
more blind and inconſiderate than our Reaſor. 


cd730:1 The things that are moſt unknown, are moſt 


proper to be deified ; wherefore to make Gods 
of our ſelves, as the Ancients did, exceeds the 
extreameſt Weakneſs of Underſtanding. Iſhould 
much rather have gone along with thoſe who 
ador'd the Serpent, the Dog, or the Oxe : For- 
aſmuch as their Nature and Being is leſs known 
to 
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to. us, and that we have more Authority to 
imagine what we pleaſe of thoſe Beaſts, and to 
attribute to them extraordinary Faculties. But 
to have made Gods, of our own condition, of 
whom we ought to know the Imperfections ; 
and to have attributed to them Defire, Anger, 
Revenge, Marriages, Generation, Alliances, Love 
and Fealoxfie ; our Members and Bones, our Fea- 
vers and Pleaſures, our Death and Obſequzes ; 
this muſt needs proceed from a marvelous In- 
toxication of Human Underſtanding. 
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Oue procul uſque adeo divino ab numine. diſtant, Lucret. 


Taque Deum numero que fint indigna videri. 


From Divine Natures, which ſo diſtant were, 
They are unworthy of that Characeer. 


Formg, etates, veſtitus,ornatus noti ſunt : 
conjugia, cognationes, omniaque tradutta ad fimi- 
litudinem imbecillitatis humane ; nam & pertur- 
batis animis inducuntur : Accipimus enim Deorum 
cupid;tates, egritudines, iracundias. Their Forms, 
Ages, Cloaths and Ornaments ate known : Their 
Defeents," Matriages aid Kindred, and all appro- 
priatetl to the ftmilitude of Fluman Weakneſs ; for 
they are. __ to us with anxious Minds, 
and we read of the Lufts, Sickneſs and Anger of 
the Gods, As having attributed-Divinuty not 
only to Faith, Vertue, Honour, Concord, Liber- 
ty, Viftory and Piety ; but alſo to Yoluptuouſ- 
ſs, Frand, Death, Envy , Old Age 5 Miſery s 

to 


Genera, Cicer. de 
Nat. Deo. 
lib.2. 
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to fear, Feaver, ill Fortuze, and other Iryuries | 
of our irail and tranſitory Life. | 


| Per.Sat2, Quid Juvat bc,  templis voſtros inducere mores 2 
EF O carug in terris _— & exleſtium 1 inanes. | 


| Into our Temples, to what end or uſe, 
| Da we our Ceremonies introduce ? 


% TN ſ* Oh crooked Souls, that tothe Earth bow low, 
And nought of Heav "nly Myſteries do ang [ 


The Feyptians with an impudent Prudenet, In- 
 terdicted upon pain of. hanging, that any. one 
ſhould: ſay, that their Gods, Seraprs and js, 

had formerly been Men: Aud yet no one was 

ignorant, that they had been ſuch. And their 

Efgies repreſented with the Finger upon the 

Mouth, ſignified, ſays YVarro, that myſterious 

Decree to their Prieſts, to conceal their mortal 
+= Original, as it muſt by neceſſary; Conſequence 
_ 4.2; cancel all the Veneration'pay'd to thern. - See- 

ing that Man ſo much defir'd to equal himſelf 
fo 'God'; he ' had done better, ſays -Czcero, to 
have attrifted thoſe Divine Conditions to him- 
lf, andhave drawn them down hither below, 
than to fend his Corruption 'and Miſery 'up on 
high :* But to take it right, he has ſeveral ways 
done' both the one and the - other, -with like 
vanity of Opinion. When Philoſophers ſearch 
marrowly into the Hierarchy of their Gods, 'and 
make a-great buſtle about diſtinguiſhing "their 
"Alliances, | Offices and Power, T cannot believe 


they ſpetkasthey think. - When Plato deſcribes 
Pluto's 
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Chap. itz. Sejgueur de Montaign's Eſſays. 
Plut”s Vergerto us,and the bodily Convemences 
_ or Pains that attend us after the ruin and annihi- 
lation of our Bodies,and accommodate them to 
the reſentment we have in this Life. 


Secret; celant colles, & myrtea circum 
Sylva tegit, cure non ipſa in morte relinquint. 
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eEneid.l.6. 


In Vales, and mirtle Groves they penfive lye, * 


= their Cares do not leave them when they 
ye. | 


When 77ahomet promiſes his Followers a Paradiſe 
hung with Tapeſtry, guilded and enameÞd 
with Gold and precious Stones, furniſhed with 
Wenches of excelling Reauty, rare Wines, and 
delicate Diſhes, it 1s eaſily diſcern'd that theſe 
are Deceivers that accommodate their Promiſes 
to our Senſuality, to attract and allure us by 
Hopes and Opinions ſuitable to our mortal Ap- 
petite. And yetſome amongſt us are fallen into 
the like Error, promiſing to themſelves,atter the 
ReſurreQtion, a Terreſtial and Temporal Lite, 
. accompanied withall ſorts of Worldly Convent- 
enees and Pleaſures. Can we believe that Plato, 
he who had fo heavenly Conceptions, and was 
ſo well acquainted with the Divinity, as thence 
to derive the Name of the Divine Plato, ever 
thought that the poor Creature, Mar, had any 
thingin him applicable to that incomprehenſible 
Power ? And that he believ'd thar the weak 
Holds we are able to take, were capable, or the 
Force of our Underſtanding ſufficient to partt- 


cipate * 
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cipate of Beatiude,or Eternal Pains ? We ſhould 
then tell him from Human Reaſon ; If the 
Pleaſures thou doſt promiſe us in the other Life, 
are of the ſame kind that I have injoy'd here be- 


low, this has nothing in common with Infinity : 


Though all my five Natural Senſes ſhould be 
even loaded with Pleafure, and my Soul full of 
all the Contentment it could hope or defire, we 
know what all this amounts to, all this would 
benothing : If there be any thing of mine there, 
there is nothing Divine; if this be no more than 
what may belong to our preſent Condition, it 
cannot be of any value. All Contentment of 
Mortals is mortal. Even the Knowledge of 
our Parents, Children and Friends, if that can 
effect and delight us in the other World,if there 
that ſtill continue a fatisfaftion to us, we ſtill 
remain in earthly and finite Conveniences. We 
cannot, as we ought, conceive thegreatneſs of 
theſe High and Divine Promiſes, if we could in 
any fort conceive them: To have a worthy 
Imagination of them, we muſt imagine them 


inimaginable, inexplicable and incomprehenſible, 


and abſolutely another thing, than thoſe of our 


r Cor.2.9. Miſerable experience, Eye hath not feen,laith St. 


Paul, zor ear heard, neither-have entred into the 
Heart of Man, the things that God bath prepared 
for them that love bim. Andif to render us ca- 
pable, our being be reform'd and chang'd ( as 
thou Plato fayſt in thy Puritications) it ought 
to be ſo extream and total a Change, that by 
Phyſical Do&rine, it will be no more. 


Hedftor 
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 Heftor erat tunc cum bello certabat, at ille Ovid. 
Traftus ab Emonio non erat Hedor equo. OP 
He Hetor was,whilſt he could fight;but when 
Drag'd by Achiles Steeds, no HeCtor then. 


It muſt be ſomething elſe that muſt receive 
theſe Recompences. | 


----quod mutatur, difſovitur, interit ergo : Lucret.l.1] 
Trajiciuntur enim partes atque ordine migrant. 


 Whar's chang'd diſlolv'd is, and doth there- 
fore dye, 
For parts are mixt, and from their Order fly. 


For in Pythagoras his Metempſycoſis, and the 
| change of Habitation that he imagin'd in Souls, 
can we believe that the Lyoy, in whom the Soul 
of Ceſar is inclosd, does eſpouſe Cz/ar's Pal- 
ſions, or that the Lyoz is he 2 For if it was 
ſtill Ceſar, they would be in the right, who, 
controverting this Opinion with P/ato, reproach 
him, that the Son might be ſeen to ride his Mo- 
ther transforny'd into a Muke, and the like Ab- 
ſurdities. And can we believe,that in the Mu- 
tations that are made of the Bodies of Animals 
into others of the ſame kind, that the new 
_ Commers are not other, than their Predeceſ- 
ſors? From the Aſhes of a Phexix, a Worm 
they ſay is engendred, and from that, another 
Phznix, who can imagine that this ſecond Phz- 
| X 2 nx, 


EATS WS rieane 102 
& CY 
e , 


Sezgneur de Montaigrs Eſſays. - Book IT, | 
nix, 1s not other. than the firſt ? We ſee our 
Silk-worms, as it were, dye and wither ; and 
from this wither'd Body, a Bu#terflie is pro- 
duced, and from that, another Worm ; how 
ridiculous would it be, to imagine, that this 
were {till the firſt? That which has once ceas'd 
to be, is no more: 


Ibid. Nec f: materiam noſtram collegerit etas 
{| Poſt obitumgrurſumque redegerit, ut fita nunc eſt. 
3 Atque iterum nobis fuerint data lumina vita, 
Pertineat quidquam tamen ad nos id quoque fatum, 
Interrupta ſemel cum (1t repetentia noſtra. 


Neither though time ſhould gather andreſtore 
Our Matter to the Form it was before, 

'F} And give again new Light to ſee withal, * 
| | Would that new Figure us concern at all ; 

| if Or we again ever the ſame be ſeen, 

| Our Being having interrupted been. 


And Plato when thou faiſt in another place,that 
it ſhall be the Spiritual part of Man, that will 
be concern'd in the Fruition of the Recompences 
of another Life, thou telleſt us a thing where- 
in there is as little appearance of Truth. 


Ibid, | | | 
Scilicet avolſis radicibus, ut neque ullam 


Diſpicere ipſe oculus rem ſeorſum corpore toto. 


No more than Eyes once from their Opticks 

torn. | 
Can eyer after any thing diſcern. | 
For | 


Ir 


- 
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| For by this account, it would no more be Man, 


nor conſequently us, who ſhould be concern'd 


in this Enjoyment : For we are compogd of two 
principally Eſſential Parts, the ſeparation of 


which 1s the Death and Ruin of our Being. 


Tater enim jatta eſt vitat pauſa, vageque 
Deerarunt paſſim motus ab ſenſtbus omnes. 


When Life's extinct, all Motions of Sence 
Are twne away, diſpers'd and bani{h'd thence. 


We cannot ſay,that the Man ſuffers much when 
the Worms teed upen his Members, and tha 
the Earth conſumes them : | 


Et nihil hoc ad nos, qui coitu conjugioque 
Corporis atque anime confiſtimus uniter apt. 


What's that to: us who longer feel not Pain, 
Than Body and Soul united do remain. 


Moreover upon what Foundation of their Ju- 
ſtice can the Gods take notice of, or reward 
Man after his Death, for his good and vertu- 
ous ACtions, ſince it was they themſelves that 


UA as Irs AE Ic 


put them in the way and mind to do them? 


And why ſhould they be offended at, or puniſh 
him for wicked ones, ſince themſelves have 


created him 1n fo frail a condition, and what 


with one Glaunce of their Will, they might 


prevent him from falling? Might not Epicarus » 
Y 


3 with 


Ibid. 


Ibid. 
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with great colour of Human Reaſon objeft that 
to Plato, did he not often fave himſelf with this 
Sentence, That it is impoſſible to eftabliſh any 
thing certzin' of the immortal Nature by the 
Mortal ? She does nothing but err throughout, 
but eſpecially when ſhe meddles witly Divine 


' things. Who does more evidently perceive this, 


- 


than we? For although we have given her cer- 
tain and infallible Principles ; and though we 
have inlightned her Steps with the Sacred Lamp 
of "Truth, that it -has pleasd God to communi- 
cate to'us ; we daily fee nevertheleſs,” that if 
the ſwerve never fo little from the ordinary 
Path, and that ſhe ſtrays from, or wander out 
of the way, fet out and beaten by the Church, 
how ſoon ſhe loſes, confounds and fetters her 
ſelf, tumbling and floating in this vaſt, turbu- 
lent and waving Sea of Human Opinions, with- 
out reſtraint, and without any determinate end. 
So ſoon as ſhe loſes that Great and Common 
Road, ſhe enters into a Labytinthof a thouſand 
ſeveral Paths. Man cannot be any thing but 


. What he is, nor imagine beyond the reach of 


| | THe 


his Capacity : 'Tis a greater Preſumption, ſays 
Plutarch, in them who are but Men, -to attempt 
to ſpeak and diſcourſe of the Gods and Demi- 
Gods, than it is in a Man, utterly ignorant of 


| Mujick, to judge of Sizging; or in a Man who 


never ſaw a Camp, to diſpute about Arms and 
Marttal Afairs, preſuming by ſome light Con- 


-jecture to underſtand the effets of an Art he is 


totally a Stranger to. Antiquity,[believe,thought 
to put aComplement upon,and to add ſomething 
ſes to 
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to the Divine Grandeur, in aſſimilating it to 
Man, inveſting it with his Faculties, andadorn- 
ing it with his ugly Humors, and more ſhame- 


ful Neceflities : Offering it our 4/iments to cat, 


preſenting it with our Daxces, Maſquerades and 
Farces to divertit ; with our Yeſtments to cover 


it, and our Fouſes to inhabit, careſling it with 


' the Odors of Incenſe, and the Sounds ot Muſick, 
Feſtons and Noſegayes : And toaccommodate ir 


toour vicious Paſſions, flattering his Juſtice with 


inhuman Vengeance, that is delighted with the 
Ruin and Diſſipation of things by it created and 
preſerv'd: As Tiberius Sempronius, who burnt 
the rich Spoils and Arms he had gained from 
the Enemy in Sardignia, fer a Sacrifice to Yul- 
can: And Paulus Emylius, thoſe of Macedonia to 
Mars and Minerva: And Alexander arriving at 
the /ndjan Ocean, threw ſeveral great Veſlels of 
Gold into the Sea, in Favour of Zhets; and 
moreover loading her A/zars with a ſlaughter, 
not of innocent Beaſts only, but of Men alſo; 
as ſeveral Nations, and ours amongſt the reſt, 
were ordinarily uſed to do: And believe there 


is no Nation under the Sun, that has not done... 


the ſame. : 


_ Fiventes rapit, inferias quos immolet umbris. 


At $4/mo born he took of young Men four ; 
Of thoſe at Zfens bred, as many more, 

Of theſe alive, in moſt inhuman wiſe, 

To offer an infernal Sacrifice. 

Y 4 The 


Sulmone creatos Zneid. 
Quatuor hic juvenes, totidem quos educat Ufens lib. to. 
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The Getes hold themſelves .to be Immortal, and 
that their:Death is nothing but, a Journey to- 
Zamolxis Wards Zamolxis, Once in five Years they dif- 
. cheGodef patch ſome one amongſt them to him, to en- 
be G23: treat of him ſuch Neceſlaries as they ſtand in 
«need of: Which Envoy is chofen by Lot, and 
the form of his Diſpatch, after having been in- 
{ſtruted by Word of Mouth what he 1s to deli- 
ver, is,.that of the Aſſiſtants, three hold out ſo 
many Javelins, againſt which the reſt throw his 
Body with all their Force. - If he happen to be 
wounded in a mortal Part, and that he imme- 
diately dye, *tis reputed a certain Argument of 
Divine Favor ; bur if he eſcape, he is look*d up- 
on as a wicked and execrable Wretch, and ano- 
ther is diſmiſt after the ſame manner, in his 
Sacrifice of ſtead. Ameſtris, the Mother of Aerxes, being 
14.99.,98 grown old, causdat once fourteen young Men, 
me * of the beſt Families of Per/a, to be buried alive, 
according to the Religion of the Country, to 
gratify ſome infernal Deity. And yet to this 
Day, the Idols of 7Temixtitan are cemented with 
the Blood of little Children, and they delight in 
no Sacrifice, but of theſe pure and infantine 

Souls ; a Juſtice thirſty of innocent Blood. 


F Lucr.1.z. Tantam Religio potuit ſuadere malorum. 


nA "1 Such impious Uſe was of Religion made, 
| So many Ills and Miſchiefs to perſuade. 


Cartha = 
nian Chil- 2 . N . 
* drenſacri- The Carthaginians immolated their own Chil- 


if #2225 dren to'Saturs ; and who had none of their own, 


bought 
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bought of others, the Father and Mother being 
inthe mean time obliged to aſſiſt at the Cere- 
mony., with a gay and contented Countenance. 
It was' a ſtrange Fancy, to gratify the Divine 
Bounty with our Affliction ; like the Lacedeme- 
#ians, Who regaPd their Diana with the torment- 
' ing of young Boys, which they caugd to be 
whip'd for her Sake, very often to Death. It 
wasa ſavage Humor, to think to gratify the Ar- 


chitef by the Subverſion of his Building, and _ 


to think to take away the Puniſhment due to 


the Guilty , by puniſhing the Innocent : And - 


that poor /phigenza, at the Port of 4«/zs, ſhould 
by her Death and being Sacrific'd, acquit to- 
wards God the whole Army. of the Greeks,from 
all the Crimes they had committed : 


Et caſta inceſte nubendi tempore in ipſo 
Foſtia concideret mattatu maeſta parentis. 


And that the chaſt,ſhould in her nuptial Band, 
Dye by a moſt unnatural Fathers Hand. 


And that the two noble and generous Souls of 
the two Dec; the Father and the Son, to encline 
the Favour of the Gods to be propitiovs to the 
Afairs of Rome, ſhould throw themſelves head- 
long into the thickeſt of the Enemy. 
tauta Deorum iniquitas, ut placari populo Romano 
non poſſent, niſi tales viri occidiſſent 2 How great 
an Injuſtice in the Gods was that, that they could 


not be reconcibd to the People of Rome, unleſs 
ſuch Men periſhed» To which may be added, - 


that 
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Que fuit Cicero de 


Nat.Deo. | 
lib. 3, 
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that it 15'notin the Criminal to cauſe himſelfts 


be ſcourg'd according to his own Meaſure, nor 

at his. own time ; but that it purely belongs to 

'7 , the Judg; who conſiders nothing as Chaſltiſe. 
ments, but the Penalty that he appoints; and 
cannot-call rhat Puniſhment, which proceeds 
from the Confent of him that ſuffers. - The Di- 
vine Vengeance preſuppoſes an abſolute Ditlent 

in us, both from its Juſtice, and our own Pe- 


3 27; £6" nalty. And therefore it was a ridiculous Hu- 


mor of Polycrates the Tyrant of Samos, who, 

- . tomterrupt the continued Courſe of his good 
Fortune, and to ballance it, went and threw the 
deareſt and moſt precious Jewel he had into 
the Sea ; beleiving that by this voluntary and 
antedated Miſhap, he brib'd and fatisfied the 
Revolution and Vicifſitude of Fortune ; and ſhe, 

./! to delude hisFolly, ordered it ſo, that the ſame 
Jewel came again into his Hands, found in the 

« Belly of a Filh. And then to what end are 
thoie Tearings and Demembrations of- the Co- 
rybantes, the Menades. and in our times of the 
Mahometans, who laſh their Faces, Boſoms, and 
their Limbs,to gratify their Prophez : Seeing that 
the Offence lies in the Will, not in the Breaſt, 
Eyes, Genitories, in the Beauty, the Shoulders, 

We. Ao or the- Throat? 7antus ef perturbatz mentis, & 
de Cicitr Sedibus ſuis pulſe, furor, ut ſic dii placentur, quem- 
Dei. lib. 6. adjmodum ne homines quidem ſavinnt. So great 
cap. 19. is the Fury and Madneſs of troubled Minds, when 
once diſplacd from the Seat of Reaſon: As if the 

., Geds ſhould be appeas'd, with what even Men are 
opts wot ſo mad as to approve. Theuſe of this _ 
ra 
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| ral Contexture has not only reſpect to us, but . 
_ alſo tothe Serviceof God, and other Men.And 
*tis unjuſt, willingly to wound or hurt it; as to bo 
kill our ſelves upon any Pretence whatever. . It ” n : 
ſeenis to be great Cowardize and Treaſon to - ; 
exerciſe = nt, and todeſtroy the Functi- 4 
ons of the Body, that roſingd and ſervile, to 

- ſpare the Soul the Solicitude of -Governing them , 
according to Reaſon. Tb iratos Deos timent qui 
fic propitios habere merentur. In regie libidinis 
voluptatem caſtrati ſunt quidam, ſed nemo j1bi, ue 
vir eſſet, jubente Domino,. manas intwlit. Where 
are they, ſo afraid of the auger of the Gods, as to 
merit their Favour at that rate.? Some indeed 
have been made Ennuchs for the Luſt of Princes : 
But no May at his Maſters Command, has put his 
own Fland to uunman himſelf: So didthey fill their 
Religion with ſeveral ill Effects. 


| ſepius olim | Lucr. 1.1. 
Religzo peperit ſceleroſa, atque impia fatta. ; 
— In elder times 1 #a;R* 7 
Religion did commit notorious Crumes. | | 


Now nothing of ours can in any fort be com- 
pared, or likened unto the Divine Nature, which 
will not blemiſh and ſmut it with ſo much Im- 
perfection. How can that infinite Beauty,Pow- 
er and Bounty, admit of any Correſpondence, 
or Similitude, to ſo abjeCt things as we are, with- 
out extream Wrong, and manifeſt Diſhonor to 
his Divine Greatneſs ? [»firmam Dei fortins eſt 
hominibus : 
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1. Cor.c.1. hominibus.: Et ſlultum Dei ſapientius eft homini- 
V. ?5- bus. For the. Fooliſhneſs of God is wiſer than Men, 
and 'the Weakneſs of God is ſtronger than Men. 

3 S:zÞpothe Philoſopher being askd, whether the 

| 'Gods were delighted with our Adorations and 
Sacrifices: Tos are Indiſcreet, anſwered he, /et 

"us withdraw apart, if you talk of fuch things. Ne- 

, Vertheleſs we preſcribe him Bounds, we keep his 
Power befieg'd by our Reaſons, ( I call our Ra- 

vings and Dreams Reaſon, with the Diſpenſation 

of Philoſophy, which fays, that the wicked Man, 

and even the Fool, go Mad by Reaſon ; but by 

a particular form of Reaſon.) We will ſubjet him 

to the feeble Apparences of our Underſtanding ; 

him, who has made both us and our Know- 

ledg. - Becauſe that nothing is made of nothing, 

| 'God- therefore could not make the World with- 
-.. -+, out Matter. What, has God put into our Hands 

| n,3 Ez, | the Keys and moſt ſecret Springs of his Provi- 
| -:.-- | denee? Is he obligd not to exceed the Limits 
of our Knowledg 2 Put the Caſe, O Man, that 
thou haſt been able here to mark ſome Foot- 
ſteps of his Effe&ts: Doſt thou therefore think 
that he has employed all he'can, and has crowd- 
ed all his Forms and 7dea's in this Work Thou 
ſeeſt nothing but the Order and Revolution of 
this little Vault, under which thou art lodged, 
' if thon doſt ſee ſo much': Whereas his Divinity 
| has an infinite Juriſdiction beyond : This Part 

is nothing in Compariſon of the Whole. 


0 
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Lucr. 1. 6. 


omnia cum calo, terraque marique 
Nil ſunt ad ſummam ſummai totius omnem. 


All 
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All things,both Heaven; Farth, and Sea, do fall 
Short inthe Account with the great All of All. 


'Tisa municipial Law that thou alledgeſt, thou 
knoweſt not what is Univerſal. Tyethyſelf ro 
that to which thou art ſubject, but not him ; he 
_1s not of thy Brotherhood, thy Fellow-Citizen, 
or Companion: It he has in ſome fort commu- 
' nicated himlſelt unto thee ; *tis not to debaſe him- 
. felf to thy littleneſs, nor ro make thee Comp- 
troler of his Power. A human Body cannot fly 
to the Clouds: *Tis for thee, the Sun runs every 
day his ordinary Courſe: The Bounds of the 
Seas and the Earth cannot be confounded: The 
Water is Unſtable and without Firmnefs: A 
Wall, unleſs it be broken, is impenetrable to a 
ſolid Body: A man cannot preſerve his Life in - 
the Flames; he cannot be both in Heaven and - 
upon Earth, and corporally in a thouſand places 
at once. *Tis for thee, that he has made theſe 
Rules; 'tis thee, that they concern. He has ma- 
nifeſted to Chriſtians, that he has enfranchis'd 
themall when it pleaſed him. Andin truth why, 
Almighty as he is, ſhould he have limited his 
Power within any certain Bounds 2 In favour of 
whom ſhould he have renounced his Privilege? 
Thy Reaſon has in no other thing more of like- 
lyhood and Foundation, than in that wherein it 
perſuades thee thatthere 1s a' plurality of Worlds. 


Terramque & ſolem Junam maregetera que ſunt, Luce. 1, 2. 


Non eſſe unica ſed numero magis innumerali. 


That 
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- That Earth, Sun, Moon, Sea, and the'reſt that 
- MO. 11s | | 
Not ſingle, butinnumtrable were. 


The moſt eminent Wits of elder times beheved 
it; andſome of this Age of: ours, compelled by 
the apparencesof human Reaſon, do the ſame : 
Foraſmuch as in this Fabrick, that we behold, 
there is nothing ſingle and one, 


8 1bid. cam in ſumma res nulla fit una, 


Umnica gue gignatur : Et unica ſolaque creſeat : 


EG on wo... os Oat owe 46: a. Bo.  __ 


Since nothing's ſingle in this mighty Maſs, | 
That can alone beget, alone encreaſc : 


And that all the kinds are multiplied in fome 
number: By which it ſeemsnot to be likely,that 
God ſhould have made this Work only without 
a Companion : And that the Matter of this Form 
ſhould have been totally drain in this ſole Indi- 

= vidual. 

WM bid. (Quare etiam,atque etiam tales fateare neceſſe eſt, 

''Y Eſſe altos altht congreſſus materzat, 

Quats hic eft avido complexu quem tenet gther. 


Wherefore *tis neceſfiary to confeſs, 

That there muſt elſewhere be the like congreſs 
Of the like matter, which the airy ſpace 
Conteins & holds with a moſt ſtrict Embrace. 


Eſpecially if it be a living Creature, which its 
motions 
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motions renders ſo credible,that P/ato affirms it, 
and that many of our People do either confirm, 
or dare not deny:No more than that ancient. Opi- 
nion, that the Feaven, the Stars, and other 
Members of the World, are Creatures compogd 
of Body and Soul: Mortal in reſpe&t of their 
Compoſition, but Immortal by the determina- 
| tion of the Creator. Now if there be many 
| Worlds, as Democritus, Epicurus, and almoſt all 
Philoſophy has believ'd,what do we know but that 
the Principles and Rules of this of ours, may in 
like manner concern the reſt > They may perad- 
venture have another Form, and another Polz- 
cy.  Epicurus ſuppoles them either like or un- 
like. Wefſee in this Worid an infinite difterence 
and variety, only by diſtance of Places. Net- 
ther the Corn, Wine, nor any of our Animals 
are to be ſeen in that new corner of the World 
. diſcovered by our Fathers, *ris all there another 
thing. And 1n times paſt, do but conſider in 
' how many parts of the World they had no 
Knowledg either of Bacchus or Ceres. If Pliny 
and Herodotus are to be beheved, there are in 
certain Places a kind of Men very little reſem- 
bling us. And there are mungrel and ambiguous 
Forms, betwixt the human and brutal Natures. 
There are Countries, where men are born with- 
out. Heads, having their Mouth and Eyes in 
their Breaſt : Where they are all Z7ermaphedrites; 
where they go on all four; where they have but 
ene Eyein the Forchead, and a Head more like 
a Dog than one of us: Where they are half Fiſh, 
the lower part, and live in the Water : m_ 
tne 


*” Cre Ne ls * VOTES: CO WONT WF. or OT" pea +4 hy 
Ret, A; Py 
: « 


336 


4  W-.? er . 4 00 ” 
- "X Lo 2 2h A py: - x % ESPE 2-445 ” . Y n * FOR 
A pre Eo Os (LITE St TR, X > 2% Ws OS OS" ets eater bf oa 

FOR no IR 2H Beg Le a es LT Rd ag K.-k - hs ar ns 
LY - | ba 
ed 


the Women bear at five years old, and live but 


eight: Where the Head and Skin of the Fore- 
. head is fo hard, that a Sword will not touch it, 


but rebounds again: Where Men have no Beards: 
Nations that know not the uſe of Fire, and o- 
thers that eject Seed of a black Colour. What 
ſhall wefſay of thoſe that naturally change them- 
ſelves into Woolves, Colts,. and then into men 


© rob again? And if it be true as Platarch fays, that 


— 


in ſome place of the 7zdies, there aremen with- 
out Mouths, who nouriſh themſelves with the 


ſmell of certain Odours, how many of our De- 


ſcriptions are falſe? He is no more riſible nor 
peradventure, capable of Reaſon and Society : 
The dipoſition and cauſe of our 1aternal Com- 
poſition would then for the moſt part be to no 
purpoſe, nor of no uſe ; moreover how many 
things are there in our own Knowledg, that 
oppole thoſe fine Rules we have cut out for, 
and preſcribed to Nature? And yet we muſt un- 
dertake to circumſcribe God himſelt / How ma- 
ny things do we call miraculous and contrary 


to Nature? This is done .by every Nation, and 


by every Man, according to the Proportion of 
his Ignorance. How many occult Properties and 
Quinteſſences do we daily diſcover ? For,for usto 
g0 according to Nature, is no more but to go 
according to onr Intelligence, as far as that is 
able to follow, and as far as we are able to ſee 
intoit: All beyond that muſt be-monſtrous and 
irregular. Now by this Account, all things 
ſhall be monſtrous to the wiſeſt and moſt under- 
flanding men; for human Reaſon has perſuaded 

| iy them, 
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Chap. 11. Sejgneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 
- them, that there was no manner of Ground or 
Foundation, not ſo much as to be aſlured thar 
' Snow 1s white; and Anaxagoras affirm'd it tobe 
black : If there be any thing, or if there be no- 
thing : If there be. Knowledg or Ignorance ; 
which Metrodorus Chius denied that Man was a- 
ble to determine : Or whether we live, as Eu- 
ripides doubts, whether the Life we hve 1s Life, 
. or whether that we call Death be not Life: 


Wi ho knows if Life beewt that which we call Death, 
And Death the thing that we call Life. 


And not without ſome apparence. -For why do 
we from this Inſtant derive the Title of Being, 
which is but a Flaſh in the infinite Courſe of an 
eternal Night, and ſo ſhort an Interruption of 
our perpetual and. natural Condition ? Death 
poſſeſſing all that paſt before, and all the future 
of this moment, and alſo a good part of the mo- 


ment it ſelf. Others {wear there is no motion ,,,;,, ,# 
at all, asthe Followers of Melifſus, and that no- chings be- 
thing ſtirs. For if there be but one, neither can {#7 4ovca- 


that Spherical Motion be of any uſe to him, nor 
the Motion from one place to another, as Plato 
proves, That there is neither Generation nor 


Corruption in Nature. + Protagoras fays, That | 


there is __—_ in Nature but Doubt: That a 
man may equally diſpute of all things ; and even 
of this, whether a man can equally diſpute of all | 
things: Man/iphanes, that of things which ſeem 
to be, nothing is, more than it 1s not. That 
there is. nothing certain, but incertainty. Par- 
menides, 
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menides, that of that which ſeems, there is' no 
one thing in general. That there 1s but one 
thing. Zemo, that one ſame is-not ; and that 
there is nothing. If there were one thing, it 
would either be 1n another, or in it ſelf. If it be 
in another, they are two: If it be init felf, they 
are yet two; the comprehending, and the com- 
prehended. According to theſe Do&rines the 
Nature of things, is no other than a Shadow, 
either falſe or vain.' This way of ſpeaking in a 
Chriftian Man, hasever ſeem'd to me very In- 
diſcreet and Irreverent. God cannot dye ; God 
cannot contraditt himſelf ; God cannot do this, or 
that, 1do not like to have the divine Power fo 
And the 
apparence which preſents itſelf to us in thoſe 
Propoſitions, ought to be more religiouſly and 


. reverently expretied. Our ſpeaking has its Fall- 


ings and Dete&ts, as well as all the reſt. Gram- 
mar is that which creates moſt Diſturbance in 
the World. Our Suits only ſpring from the 
Debate of the interpretation of Laws: And moſt 
Wars proceed from the Inability of Miniſters, 
clearly to expreſs the Conventions and Treaties 
of Amity of Princes. How many Quarrels,and 


of how great Importance, has the doubt of the 


meaning of this Sillable Fc excated 1n the 
World? Let us take the cleareſt Concluſion that 
Logick it ſelf preſents us with. If you fay it is 
fair, and that you ſay true, it is then fair Wea- 
ther. Is not thisa very certain formoſ ſpeaking ? 
And yet it will deceive us: That it will do fo, 
let us follow the Example, Ii you ſay you ye, 
en 
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# this, - are the fame with the other," and yetwe 


tartick 'to them.” ' Inſomuch that when'they + - Te I 
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and that you fay true; ther: you do lye: The \ .. 
Art, the Reaſon, and'Foree'of the Condulibni'of 


xe. gravelled. The Pyrrhonian Philoſophers, I 
diſcern, cannot expreſs theirgeneral Conception 
inany kind of ſpeaking :' For'the World requires 
#new Eangyage on purpoſe; ' Ours 1s all fornrd 
of affirmativePropoſitions, which zre totally an- 


ſay 7 doubr; they are! preſently taken by 'rhe 

Throat, to make them confeſs, that ar leaftthey 

know, and-are-afſur'd that they do doubr. . By 

which means they have been compelled to ſhel- 

ter themſelves under this medicinal Compariſon, 

without which, their Humor would be inexpli- 

cable. When they pronounce, 7 know wot: Or, ; c5 fi 

I doubt ; they fay, that this Propoſition carries 

off it ſelf with the reſt, no more, nor leſs than z) 

Rubarb, that drives out the ul} Humors, and car- 

ries it ſelf off with them. This Fancy will be 

more certainly. underſtood by Interrogation : 

What do 7 know? ( asT bear it-1n the Emblem of 

a Ballance. ) See what uſe they make of this 

irreverend way of ſpeaking. In the preſent Diſ- 

putes about our Relig7oy, if you preſs the Ad- 

verſaries to it too hard, they will roundly tell 

you, that it is not inthe Power of God; to make 

it ſo, that his Body ſhould be in Paradice'and up- 

on Earth, and in ſeveral Places at once. And 

fee what Advantage the old Scofter makes of 

this? 47 leaſt, fays he, 2t is no little Conſolation 

to Man, to fee that God cannot do all things : For 

be cannot kill bimſelf, though he wonld ; which is 
"i Sw the 
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F:-. .; the greateſt Prividege-ve have in our Condition; | wi 
--. * # He cannot wake ered Immortal, nor revive the Þ thi 
7 Dead: Nor make it ſo;: that he who has lived, har Y 1s 
Y not ;. or that he who has had Henours,. has not had +4; 
, Wien Having na; other.right to the paſt, than that Þ ye) 

© of ,Oblivien, And that the Compariſon of a Man. ;þ; 

to God may yet:be-made out by pleaſant ExÞ| jer 

amples, he cannot iorder it ſo, he ſays, that twice} m: 

ren: [bail not" be twenty. This.is what he fays; in 

and what a Chriſtian ought. to take heed ſhallfſ 1 

not eſcape-his Lips. - Whereas-on the contrary, of 

it ſeems, as if all- Men ſtudied this impudent kind by 

of blaſphemous Lagguage.to reduce: God to theirf th 

own meaſure... -..! -; ECP ap 

"I | ————xras. wel atra ha 

. 3-Ode. 29. Nube polum parer- occupato, cy 

. Fel ſole puro; non; tamen irritum F 
Quodcumgue retro. eſt efficiet, neque ſo! 

Difinget infetlumque reddet ty 

Quod fugiens ſemel hora vVextt. ha 

LordFan- 1 0 Morrow let it ſhine, or rain, th 

W. Yet cannot this the paſt make vain : na 

Nor uncreate and render void, cli 

That which was yeſterday enjoy'd. ha 

When we fay, that the infinity of Ages, as well th 

paſt as to come, are but one Inſtant with God; C, 

That his Bounty, Wiſdom and Power are theff| 77 

ſame with his Eflence : Our Mouths ſpeak uÞ zh 

but our Underſtandings apprehend it not. And th 

yet ſuch is our vain Opinion of our ſelves, that R, 

we muſt make the Divinity to paſs through ow zh 

Seive : And from thence proceed al! the Dreams 

m 


whilſt 


and Errors with 'which the World . abounds 
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Chap. IT. Seignear de Montaigne's Efrays. =—_ 
whilſt we reduce andiweigh in our'Ballance a 


thing ſo far above our Poize- ' Mirum quo proce- 
dat improbitas cordis humani, \parvulo aliguo-invi- 
tata ceſs "73s a wonder to what the wicked 


neſs of Mans Heart will proceed, if elevated with 


the leaſt Succeſs. How magiſterially and inſo- 
lently does Epicarus reprove 'the Stoicks from * 


maintaining that the truly good and happy Be- 
ing appertain'd only to God, and that the wiſe 


Man had nothing but aſhadow and reſemblance 


of it? How temerariouſly have they bound God 


"f:-4;; Nat. Deor, 
The Gods are concerned at great matters, but fight; by 


Concerns. ' As it to that King of Kings'it were: 
| more and ks to ſubvert a Kingdom, 'or tomove 
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aiter.andther manner 1 enclining the Event of 


Seignenr. de Montdighe's Effays. Book I 
theEeatof a Tree; Qrasif his Providence ated. 


a Battle, than in. the leap of a'Flea, The hand | 


of his Government 1s.-laid upon every thing af- 
ter the ſame manner; with the ſame Power and 
Order ;'Our Intereſt-does nothing towards it; 
our Inclinaticns//\and,, Meaſures ſway nothing 
with him. . |Dewus #4 artifex maguus in magnis, 
ut minox non fit in paYus. Gol is jo great an Ar» 
teficer in great things; that he is no leſs in the leaſt. 
Our Axrogancy, ſets this blaſphemous Compari- 
ſon-ever;þefore ws. + Becauſe our Enployments 
are. 3-Byrthein to.us;;:iSrrato has curteoully been 
pleaſed. to exempt. the Gods from all Offices, as 
their Pere/ts gfe. Hemakes Nature produce and 
ſapport-all things; and with her Weights and 
Motiengmakes.. up;ithe ſeveral parts of the 
WorJdt - difcharging: human Nature from the 
awe of divine Judgmerits. Qupd beatum, eter- 
numgue fit, .id nec ttybere negorti quicqnamynec ex- 
hzbere. alterii. What 4 Bleſſed and Eternal, - has 
netther-gry Buſineſs 1t- ſelf, nor groves any to ano- 
ther: Nature will thatinlike things there ſhould 


bea hke Relation. The infinite number of Mor- 


tals, therefore, concludes a like number of Im- 
mortals; the infinite things that killand deſtroy, 
preſippoſe as many that preſerve and profit. As 
the Souls of the Gods without Tongue, Eyes, or 
Ear, do every one of them feel amongſt them- 


ſelves+ what the other feel, and judg our 


Thoughts. . So the Souls of Men, when at li- 
berty, and looſed from the Body, either by Sleep, 
ore ſome Extafie, divine, foretel, and ſee tUngs, 

& | | WINCH 
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. an Eagle, which flying upward, ſignified that 
the Soul went into. Paradice. We have yet a 


if any thing could be more unhappy than Man, who 


Chap. tt. Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 343 
which whilſt join'd to the Body they could not 

ſee. Men ( ſays St. Paul) profeſſing themſebves Rom.r. 
to be wiſe, they became Fools ; and changed the "22:23: 
Glory of uncorruptible God, into an Image made | 
like corraptible Man. Do but take notice of the « 9% 
jugling in the Ancient Deifications. After the "VA 
great and ſtately Pomp of the Funeral, fo foon 
as the Fire began to mount to the top of the 
Pyramid, and to catch hold of the Hearſe where 
the Body lay, they- at the ſame time turn'd out 


\ 
thouſand 'Medals, and particularly of that ver- - 


tuous Foſtzna, where this Eaple is repreſented 1 
carrying theſe deified Souls with their Heels up- q 
IN towards Heaven. Tis pity that we 57c 29;) , 
ſhould fool our ſelves with our own Fopperies 4 
and Inventions, 

uol finxere timent, Luan.l.r. 
Like Children who are frighted with the fame =) 
Face of their Play-fellow, that they themſelves 
had fmeard and ſmutted. Qzafi quicquam infe- * 
lictus fit homine, cui ſua figmenta dominantar., As 


i inſulted over by his own Imagmation. Tis far 
from honoring who made us, to honor him that 
we have made. Azgu/tus had more Temples 
than Fapiter, ferv'd with as much Religion,and 
beliefof Miracles : The 7hraczars, in return of 
the Benefits they had receiv'd from Age/tlaus, 
coming to bring him word, that they had cano- 
fi2d him: Has your Nation, faid he to them, 
that Power to make Gotls of whom they pleaſe 2 

Z 4 Pray 


þ- 344 Scigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IT. 
* * Pray firſt deitie ſome one amongſt your ſelves; and 
when I ſhall ſee what Advantage he has by it, I 
will thank you for your Offer. Man is certainly 
b c7;V*| ſtark mad ; hecannot make aFlea,and yet he will 
; | be making Gods by Dozens. Hear what 7ri/- 
megeſtus ſays in praiſe of our Sufficiency : Of all 
the wonderful things, it ſurmounts all Wonder that 
Man could find out the divine Nature and make it. 
And take here the Arguments. of the School of 
© _ Philoſaphy itſelf. | 
” Lucan-l... - Noſſe cuj Dives, &.celi numina, ſolt 
A Aut ſolt neſcire datum. 

To whom to know the Deities of Heaven, 

Or know he knows them not, alone 'tis given. 
If there is a God, he is a living Creature; if he 
be a living Creature, he has ſome Senſe; and 
if he has Senſe, he is ſubje& to Corruption. If 
he be without a Body, he is without a Soul, and 
conſequently without Action : And 1f he has a 
Body, it is periſhable. 1s not here a Triumph 2 
We are incapable of having made the World; 
there muſt then be ſome more excellent Nature, 
that has put a Hand to the Work, It were a 
fooliſh and ridiculous Arrogance, to eſteem our 
ſelves the moſt perfe&t thing of the Univerſe. 
There muſt then be ſomething that 1s better and 
= more perfect, and that muſt be God. When 
| Cycq";you ſeea ſtately and ſtupendious Edifice, though 
; you do not know who is the Owner of it, you 
|: Would yet conclude it was not built for Rats. 


* G45 Pa And this divine Structure that we behold of the 


[o_ 


that it is the Reſidence of ſome Poſſeſſor, who is 
much 
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@ Chap. 1. Scigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
much greater than we 7 Ts not the moſt Snpream 
always the moſt Worthy ?- And: we are ſubjeQ- 


ed to him. Nothing without a Soul and with: - 


out Reaſon, can produce a living Creature ca- 
pable of Reaſon. The World produces us, the 
World then has Soul and Reaſon. Every part 
of us is leſs than we. We are part of the World, 
the World therefore is endued with Wiſdom and 
Reaſon, and that more abundantly than we. 
'Tis a fine thing to have a great Government. 
The Government of the World then appertains 


. to ſome happy Nature. - The Stars do us NO ,F the 
harm, they are then full of Bounty. We have World. 


need of Nouriſhment, then fo have the Gods al- 
ſo, and feed upon the Vapours of the Earth. 
Wordly Goods are not Goods to: God; there- 
fore they are not Goods tous: Offending, and 
being Offended, are equally Teſtimonies of Im- 
becillity : "Tis therefore folly to fear: God. © God 
1s good by his Nature ; Man by his Induſtry, 
which is more. The divine and human Wiſ- 
dom have no other DiſtinQion, but that the firſt 
is Eternal. But Duration is no acceſſion to Wiſ- 
dom, therefore we are Companions. - We have 
Life, Reaſon and Liberty ; we eſteem Bounty, 
Charity and Juſtice : Theſe Qualities are in him. 
In concluſion, the building and deſtroying, and 
the conditions of the Divinity, are forg'd by 
Man according as they relate to himſelf. What 
a Pattern, and what a Model ! let us ſtretch, let 
us raiſe and: ſwell human Qualities as much as 


we - pleaſe. Puff up thy felt, vain Man, yet 


more and more, and more. 
Non 
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Non ft te raperis, tnquit. 

Swell till thou burſt, ſaid he, 

Thou ſhalt not match the Deity. 
Profetts non Deum, quem cogttare non poſſunt, ſed 
Semet ipſos pro illo cogitantes, non illum, ſed ſeip- 
ſos, nox thi, ſed fibi comparant. Certainly they do 
not- Imagine God, whom they cannot imagine ; but 
they —_ theniſetoes in his flead : They do not 
compare him, but themſelves, not to him, but to 


themſebves. In natural things the EffeQs do but 


half relate to their Cauſes. What's this to the 
Purpoſe 2 His Condition ' is above the order of 
Nature, too elevate, too remote, and too migh-: 
ty to permit himſelf to be bound and fettered 
by otir Conclufions. 'Tis not through our 
ſelves, that we arrive at that place: Our ways 
lye too low. Weare no nearer Heaven on t 

top of Mount Seyis, than in the bottom of the 
Sea: Take the Diſtance with your A4{rolable. 
They debate God even to the carnal Knowledg of 
Worthen, to ſo many times and ſo many Gene- 
rations. Pauliza the Wife of Satarninus, a Ma- 


"| trottof great Reputation at Rowe, thinking ſhe 


| lay with the God $8er4ps, found her felf in the 


Arms of an 4moroſo of hers, through the Pan- 
dariſme of the Prieſts of his Temple. Yarrs, the 


, moſt ſubtite and nioſt learn'd of all the latin Au- 


thors, in his Book of Theo/ogze writes, 'That the 
Secton of Hercules is Teinple, throwing Dice 
withone hand for hiraſelf, and with the other 
for Hercules, plaid afret that manner with him 
for a Supper and a Whore: If he won, at the 
expence of the Offerings ; ifhe loſt, at his _ 
The 7 
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The Sexton loſt, and; paid the Supper and the 
Whote: Her Name was Lawrent;*a, who ſaw 
by night this God in her Arnis ; who moreover 
told her that the firſt ſhe met the next Day, 
ſhould give her a heavenly Reward : Which 
prov'd to be Zaruncius, arich young Man, who 
took her home to his Houſe, and in time left 
her his Inheritrix. She onthe other ſide, think- 
ing todo a thing that would be pleaſing to this 
God, letr the people of Rome Heir to her ; and 
therefore had divine Honours attributed to her. 
As if 1t had not been ſufficient that Plats was 0- 
riginally deſcended from the Gods by a double 
Line, and that he had Nepzwne for the cqmmon 
Father of his Race : It was certainly believ'd at 
Athens, that Ariffo having a mund to enjoy the 
fair Peridoxe, could not, and was warrd by 
the God A4po/o, ina Dream, to leave her unpol- 
luted. and untouch'd., till ſhe ſhould firſt be 
brought to Bed. Theſe were the Father and 
Mother of Plato. How many ridiculous Sto- 
ries are of like Cuckoldings commited by the 
Gods againſt poor mortal Men ? And how many* 
Husbands injuriouſly ſcandall'd in favour of their 
Children? In the Mahomerar Religion, there are 
enow Mertins found by the Beliet of the People, 
that is to ſay, Children without Fathers, ſpiri- 
tual, divinely conceiv'd in the Wombs of Vir- 
gins, and carry Names that ſignify ſo much in 
their Language. We are toobſerve, that to eve- | \_ <-£- 
ry thing, nothing is more dear and eſtimable | 
than its being ( the Lyon, the Eagle and "| 
Dolphin, -prize nothing above their own _— 
= an 
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and that every thing afſimilates the Qualities of 

all other things to its own proper Qualities, | 
which we may indeed extend or contract, but 
that's all ;' for beyond 'that Relation and Princi- 
ple, ' our Imagination cannot go, can gueſs at 
nothing elſe;' nor poſſibly go out thence, or 
ſtretch beyondit : From whence ſpring theſe 
ancient. Concluſions. Of all Figures, the moſt 
beautiful is that of Man; therefore God muſt be 
of that Form. No one can be happy without 
Vertue, nor Vertue be without Reaſon, and 
Reaſon cannot inhabit any where but in a hu- 
man Shape : God is therefore cloathed ina hu- 
man Figure. '/ta eſt informatum, anticipatum- 
gue mentibus noſlris, ut homini, quum de Deo cogi- 
tet, forma occurrat humana. It is ſo imprinted in 
our Minds, and the Fancy is ſo prepoſſeſ#d with it, 
that when a Man thinks of God, a human Figure 


, ever preſents it ſelf to the Imagination. There- 


fore it was, that Xenophanes pleaſantly faid, That 
if Beaſts do frame any Gods to themſelves, as tis 
likely they do., they make them certainly ſuch 
as themſelves are, and glorify themſelves in it, 
aswedo. For why may not a Gooſe fay thus, 
All the part of the Univerſe I have an Intereſt in, 


_ the Earth ſerves me to walk upon, the Sun to 


light me, the Stars have their Influence upon me : 
I have ſuch Advantage by the Winds, and ſuch 
Conyeniencies by the VVaters:- There 1s. no- 
thing that yond heavenly Roof looks upon ſo 
favourably as me; I am the Darling of Nature ? 
Is it not Man that treats, lodges, and ſerves me ? 
'Tis for me that he both fows and grinds: Tf he 

| cates 
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cates me, -he does the-ſame'by his;fellow'Man, \ 
and fo do I the V'Vorms that kill: and devour 
him. As much might be ſaid: by *a'Cran#' and 
with greater Confidence, upon the {account of 
the liberty of his Flight, and the Poſſeſſion of 
that. high and beautiful Region. © 7am B/ndy 
conciliatrix, & tum ſui eſt lena-ipſa matard. *' $5 
flattering ind wheedling a Baud is Nature to hoc 
ſelf. Now bv 'the' fame Conſequence the De- 
ſtinies are then for 1us ; for us' the V Vorld,” it 
ſhines, it thunders for us, and the" Creator atid 
Creatures are. all for us. *Tis the Mark and 
Point to which the: Univerſality of things does 
aime. Look into the Reconds that Philoſophy 
has kept, for two thouſand Years: and'more, 'of 
the Aﬀairs of Heaven: The Godsall that while 
have neither. ated- nor ſpoken but tor Man : 
She does not allow them any other Conſultation 
or Vacation. See them here againſt us 1h V Var, | 
-Domirhfque Herculea' man. [7033 Ia. 1.-2.M 
Telluris juvenes, unde 'pericalums'” Ode. 12. | 
Fulgens contremuit domus L 30 FIVP3 | 
Saturni veteris 12908 
The brawny Sons of Earth, Lube dy hand 
Of Fercules, on the Phlegraan Strand, 
Where the rude Shock did ſuch a rattle make, 
As made old Saturmws ſparkling” Palace ſhake. 
And here you ſhall ſee them parricipate of our. 
Troubles, to make a return for our having {o 
often ſhared in theirs. 
Neptunus muros magnogue emotra tridents 
Fundamenta quatit, totimque a ſedibus urbem Enid. * 
Eruit : hic Funo ſceas ſaviſſima portas 
Prima tenet. Whulſt 
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| 350 Seigneur de-Montaign's: Effays. Book'1. 
; Whilſt Neprure with his maſly Trident ftrake, 
He made the V Valls of the Roundations ſhake, 
+. Andthe whole City ſrom ts Platform threw:; 
Here, to befriend rhe Gredks, fair Fans drow 
Into the Scean Ports —— 
The Camnans, fm yy of the-Authoriry of their | 
own peculiar Gads, arme\ themſelves. on the 
Days of their Devotion, and. the whole Power 
of their Precin&s: run cutringiand flaſhing the 
Air with thezr Swords, by that means todvive 
away and þbaniſh all forreign Gods out of their 
Territory. Their Powers are. limited accord- 
ing tq our Neceſlity. That cures Horſes, that 
cures Men, that cures the Plague, the Scurf, the 
Tiſſick;- one to cure one fart of Itch, another 
another: Adeo winimis etiam: rebus prava Reli- 
ia inſertit Deos: At ſuch a rate does falſe Re- 
wh create Geds for the maſt contewptible Uſes: 
That makes the Grapes to-grow, the: V Vaters 
to flow. That has the Preſidence over Letch- 

- ery,the Superintendency over Merchandize; for 
every ſort of Artizana God':. That has his Pro- 
vince TR Repu putation in the Eaft, and that. has 
his 1 iQ the | 


I Liv.L 27. 


| Anz. Flic z/ins arma, —Hic currus futt. 

SE . Here ſhe hex Arms, here ſhe her Charriot had. 
{Cicero de O ſandte Apollo; qui umbilicum certum terrarum 
Div. 1.2. obtinens : 

O ſacred Phzbus who with glorious Ray, 
Over the Navel of the Earth doſt ſway. 

F Ovid. Faſt. Pallada Cecropde, Minoia Creta Dianam. 

lib.3. Vulcanum tellus Fipfipylea colit. 
F | unonuem 


—_ 
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Funonen ſparte, Pelopeiadeſque Myceng, 
PF innigerum Fauui menalis ora caput, 
Mars Latio wenerqgudus. = 
The Athenians Pallas, Cynthia, Creete adare. 
Vulcan 1s worſhip'd on the Lemnzian Shoar. 
Proud Funo's Altars are by Spartans fed, 
The Arcadians worſhip Fauuns ; and 'tis faid 
That Mars at Latium 1s ador'd, 
That has only one Town, or one Family in his 
- Poſſeſſion : That lives alone, or in company, 
either Voluntary, or upon Neceſlity, | 
Funtdaque ſunt magno templa ne potis avs. Ibid.l.r. 
And Temples to S Nephew joined are, 
To thoſe were rear'd to the Great-Grandfa- 
ther. 
There are ſome ſo wretched and mean ( for the 
Number amounts to fix and thirty Thouſand ) 
that crhey muſt pack five or fix together, to pro- 
duce one Ear of Corn, and thence take their ſe- 
veral Names. Three to a Door: That of the 
Plank, that of the Hing, and that of the 
Threſhold, Four to a Child ; PrateCtors of his 
ſwathing Clouts, his Drink, Meat and Sucking. 
Some certain, ſome uncertain and doubtful, and 
ſome that are not yet entered Paradice. | 
Quos, quoniam Celi nondum fyuana hoxore, Ovid. Met. | 
Quas dedimus certe terras habitare finamus. ib. 1. 
Whom, fince we yet not worthy think of 
Heaven, 
VVe ſuffer to inhabit the Earth we'ye gwen. 
Thereare amongſt them Phyſitians, Poets and 
Civilians. Some mean ones, betwixt the di- 


vine and human Nature, Mediators betwixt 
God 
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nite in Titles and Offices: Some good and o- 


thers ill; ſome old and decrepit, and ſome that. 


are mortal. '' For Chry/{ppus'was of Opinion, that 
in the laſt Conflagration of the V Vorld, all the 


Gods were'to dye but Jupiter: Man makes a N 


thouſand pretty Societies betwixt God and him, 
Is he not his Countryman ? 
Ovid. Me... - Fovis incunabula Creten. | 
.38- And this is the Excuſe, that upon | conſidera- 
tion of this Subje*t, Sczvo/a a High Prieſt, and 
YVarro a great Divine in their times, make. us: 


That it1s neceſſary the People ſhould be igno-. 


. rant of many things that are true, and: believe 
' Aug.de many things that are 'falſe. Quam veritatem, 
Civit. Dei- ga iberetur ,  inquirat : Ccredatur ei expedire, 
RW quod * Tyr$ Seeing he 'enquires into the Truth, 

by which he would be made free, *tis thought fit 


he ſhould be deceived. Human Eyes cannot per- 


ceive things, but by. the Formes they know. 


, And we do not remember what a leap miſerable 
Phaeton took, for. attempting to 'govern the 


Reines of his Fathers Horſes with a mortal Hand. 
The Mind of Man falls into as great a Profun- 
dity, and is after the fame manner” bruiſed and 

| ſhattered by its own Temerity. If you ask Phi- 
- Iofophy, of what matter. the Sun is, what An- 


ſwer will ſhe return, if not, that it 1s of Iron: 


and Stone, or ſome other Matter that ſhe makes 
uſe of ? 'If a Man enquire of Zexo, what Nature 
is? A Fire, fays he, an Artiſan proper for Ge- 
neration, and regularly proceeding. Archime- 
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God and us : Adored witha certain ſecond and 
diminutive ſort of Adoration : Thoſe art infi- 
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all other men do, who too immoderately ſearch 
into Knowledges, which nothing; appertain un- 
to.them. VVhen he made the Sz.to be a 
burning Stone, he did not conſider, that a Stone 
does not ſhine in the Fire ; and which is worſe, 
that it will rhere conſume, _,And in making the 
Sun and Fire one, that. Fire doesnot turn Com- 
plexionsblack in ſhining; upon them : "That we 
are able to look fixtly. upon Fire : And that Fire 
kills Herbs and Plants. *Tis: Socrates _his Opi- 
nion, and mine too, that it'is the beſt Judg of 
Ffleaven, not to judg of itat all. Plato, having 
' Woccaſion in his 7:mewus to ſpeak of Demons : This 
 FVndertaking, ſays he, exceeds my Ability. VVe 
xe therefore . to | believe. thoſe. Ancients, who 
ave pretended to have. been begotten by them, 
| h Aa. | "Tis 
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354 "Seigneur de Montaign Efays. Book If. © * 
' *TFis againſt all Reafon to refuſe to a mans Faith . ' 
to the Children of the-Gods, though what they | 
fay ue _ be more by any neceſſary or very. 
probable Reaſons; 'feeing they e to ſpeak 
of Domeſtick and Eee Hr Ang of W og 
if we have a little more light in the Knowledg 
of human and natural Things. Is it not aridi- 
culous Attempr, ' for 'us'to forge for thoſe, to 
whom by our own Confeſfion, our Knowledg is 
not able to attain, another Body, and to lend a 
falſe Form of our own Invention : As is mani- 
feft in this motion - of the Planets ; to which, 
feeing our V Vits cannot poſſibly arrive, nor con- 
ceive their natural Conduct, we lend them ma- 
terial, heavy and ſubſtantial Springsof our own, 
- by wiichto move? | 
Ovid. Met.” —Temo aureus, aurea ſumme 
lid. 2. Curvatura rote, radiorum argenteus ordo 
A golden Beam, VVheels tir'd with golden | 
Stroaks, 
About the: Ring, with ſets of filver Spokes. 

You would fay, that we had had Coach-mak- 
ers, Wheele-wrights and Painters, that went up 
on high to make Engines of various Motions, 
and to range the Carriages and' Interlacings of 
the heavenly Bodies of differing Colours about 
the Axis of Neceſſity, according to Plato. 


— = — 
* 


Varoin Miundus domus eft maxima rerum, 
Catal. Quam quingue altitone fragmine Zone 
Cingnnt, per quam Immbus pittus bus fex fignts / 
Stellimicantibus, altus in obliquo @there, lung fi #+ 
Bigas acceptat,——— 62a t 


The 
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hold, 
VVhich thundring "Zones in number five 
enfold, b. | 
Through which a Girdle painted with twelve 
Signs, | 
And chat with ſparkling Conſtellations ſhines, 
In tl oblique Roof, marks the Diurnal Courſe, 
For the Suns Chariot, and his fiery Horſe. 
Theſe are all: Dreams and fantaſtick Follies. 
Why will not Nature pleaſe once for all tolay 
open her Boſom to us, and plainly diſcover to 
us the Means and Conduct of her Movements, 
and prepare our Eyes to ſee them ? Good God, 
What Abuſe, What Miſtakes ſhould we diſcover 


in our poor Science ! I am miſtaken, if that « 9 


weak Knowledge of ours hold any one thing, 
as it really 1s, and I ſhall depart hence more 1g- 
norant of all other things than my own Igno- 
rance. Have I not read in Plato this Divine 


Saying, That, Nature is nothing but an @nigma- 


zick Poefie > As it a Man might peradventure 
fay, a vaibd and ſhady Picture, breaking out 
here and there with an infinite variety of falſe 


Lights to puzzle our Conjectures. Latent i/ta C 
Academ. 


omnia crafſis occultata &. circumfuſa tenebris : 


© nulla acies humani ingenii tanta fit, que pene- 
trare in Calum, terram intrare poſſit. * All thoſe 


things Iye conceaÞd and invilwd in ſo caliginous 
au Obſcarity ; that no point of Human Wit can be 
fo fharp, as to peirce Heaven, or penetrate the 


The'V Vorlds a: Manſion that doth all things 


, 
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Earth. And certainly Philoſophy is no other | 1%p;: 
than a falſified Poeffe. From whence do the | 
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Ancient: Writers extra: their Authorities, but 
from the Poets? And the firſt of them were 
Poets themſelves, and writ. accordingly. Plato 
is but a Poet unript. All ſuper-human Sciences 
make uſe of the Poetick Style. Juſt as Women 
makeuſe of Teeth of Ivory, where rhe Natural 
are wanting, and inſtead of rheir true Com- 
plexion, make one of fome artificial Matter ; 
as they ſtuff themſelves with Cotton to appear 
plump, and in the ſight of every one, paint, 
patch, and trick up themſelves with an adulte- 
rate and borrow'd Beauty : So does Science, 
( andeven our Law it ſelf has, they fay, Legiti- 
mate Fictions, whereon it builds the Truth of 
its Fuſtice ) ſhe gives us in Preſuppoſition, and 
for- currant pay, things which themſelves in- 
form us were invented : For theſe Epicycles, Ex- 
centricks and Concentricks, which 4ſtology makes 
uſe of tocarry on the Motions of the Stars, ſhe 
gives us for the beſt ſhe could contrive upon 


| that Subject; as alſo in all the reſt, Philoſophy 


preſents us, not that which really is, or what 
ſhe does really believe, but what ſhe has con- 
triy'd with the greateſt and moſt plauſible like- 
lihood of Truth, and the quainteſt Invention. 
Plato upon the Diſcourſe of the State of Human 
Bodies, and thoſe of Beaſts, / ſhould, know that 
what I have ſaid is truth, ſays he, had T the 
Confirmation of an Oracle : But this 1 will affirm, 
that, what I have ſaid, is the moſt likely ro be 
rrue of any thing, T could ſay. Tis not to Hea- 
ven only that Art ſends her Ropes, Engines 
and Wheels ; let us conſider a little whar- ſhe 
ſays 


'Y Chap. 11. - Seignewr de Montaigne's Efays. 
fays-of us our ſelves, and of our Contexture. 
There is not more Retrogradation, Trepidation, 
Acceſſion, Receſſion, and Aſtoniſhment in the 
| Stars and Celeſtial Bodys, than they have 

found out in this poor little Human Body. In 
earneſt, they have very good reaſon upon that 
very account, to call it a little World, ſo many 
Tools and Parts have they imployed to erect 
and build it. To aſſiſt the Motions they ſeein 
Man, and the various Functions that we find in 
our ſelves, into how many parts have they divi- 


ded the Soul? In how many places lodg'd it, in- ' 


to how many Orders have they divided, and to 
how: many Stories have they raisd this poor 
Creature Man,' beſides thoſe: that are natural, 
and to be perceiv'd? And how many Offices 
and Vocations: have they aſfſignd him ? They 


*\ 


b 


make an Imaginary of a Publick thing. "Tis ' 


a SubjeTt that they hold and handle : And they 
have full power granted to them, to rip, place, 


diſplace; peice and ſtuff it every one according :. 
.to his own Fancy, and yet they poſſeſs it not. - 


They cantiot, not in reality only, but even in 
Dreams,-ſo govern'it, that there-will not be 
fome' Cadence or Sound rhat will efcape their 
ArchiteCture as enormous as it. 1s,' and botch'd 
with a thouſand falſe and fantaſtick - Patches. 
 And'it is not reaſon to excuſe them ;: for though 
we are ſatisfied with Pazaters when they paint 
"Heaven, Earth, Seas, Mountains and remote 
Hands, that they give us but ſome ſlight mark 


of them, and, as of things unknown, are'con- . 


tent with a faint and obſcure Deſcription: Yet 
Aaz3 when 


37 
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when they come to' draw us 'by the Life, or 
any other Creature which is known and fami- 
liar to. us, we then require. of them a perfe& | 
and exaCt Repreſentation of Lineaments and Co- FF 
— £  Jours, and deſpiſe them if they fail in it. I am 


| pleas'd. with the . Mi/efan Girl, who 
he) ; 


Philoſopher Zhales to be always 
contemplating the Celeſtial Arch ;. and to fave 
his Eyes ſtill gazing upward, laid ſomething in 
his way that he might ſtumble ar, to pur my | 
in mind, that it would be. time to take up his 
Thoughts about things that are in the Clouds, 
when he had provided for thoſe that were un- 

« der his Feet. Doubtlefs ſhe advisd him very 
well, rather to look [to himſelf than to gaze at 
Heaven. For,as Demecritus ſays,by the Mouth 

Cicero def | Cicero, uod oft ante. pedes, nemo ſpetiat : 
Celi ſcrutantur plagas, ' No Man regards what js 

unter his Feet, they are always prying towards 


But our condition will have it fo, that 


the Knowledge of what we have in hand 1s -as 
remote from us, and as much above the Clouds, 
as. that of the Stars: As Socrates ſays in Plato, 
That, whoever tampers with Philoſophy, may 
be reproach'd as Zhates was by the Woman, that 
-he-ſees nothing of that which is before him. For 
every Philoſopher is ignorant of what his Neigh- 
bour does: Yes, and of what he does himiglt, 
and-is ignorant of what they both are, whether 
Beaſts or Men. _ . And theſe people who find Se- 
bonde's Arguments too weak, that are ignorant 
of nothing, that govern the World, and that 
7 | 
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Stelle ſponte ſaa, juſſave vagentur, WO errent : 
Quid premat obſcurum Lune, quid proferat or- 


em, we | 
Quid velit, & peſſit rerum concordia. diſcors, 
What governs {ſwelling Tides, what rules the 
Year. 
Whether of Force, or Will, the Planets err, 
What wax and wain to Cynthia's dark Orb 
brings, 3 
What the concording Diſcord of ail. things, 
Or would or can-efte&t. | 
Have they not ſometimes in their Writings ſcat- 
terd the Difficulties they. have met ' with of 


knowing their own Being : We ſee very well «7-07 


that the Finger moves, that the Foot. moves, 
that ſome parts aſſume a voluntary Motion of 
themſelves without our leaves and conſent, and 
that others work by. our direction ; that one 
Fapprehenſion occaſjons bluſhing ; another, 
paleneſs, ſuch an Imagination works upon the. 
Spleen only, another upon the Brain, one. oc- 
cafions Laughter, another Tears, another ſty- 
pifies and aitoniſhes all our Senſes ; at one Ob- 
K& the Stomach -will rife, at another a Mem- 


ber that Iyes fomething lower. But how a Spi- $-<8-/-7 


ritual Impreſſion ſhould make ſuch a breach 1n- 


fo a maſly and folid Subje&t,, and the Nature of 
the Connexion and Contexture of theſe admi- 


rable; fprings and movements never Man ye . 
knew : Omnia incerta ratione, © in nature wajt Plin.2. 
Segte abdita, All nncertain in Reaſon, attd' cap Ca-37- 


Aa4 cea/d 


Que mare: conpeſcant.cauſe, quid temperet an- yg, y.r, 
14 \ - Epiſt12. 


. 


SY - 
ts — TT AFL" 
EPFL nn Ins $4 
— » 4 £/ 


359 


« 3 $6 456; ” 4 Tt is 4 
a Ants adds oe I 5 as cath. ho TT 25] 
: o = 3 9 be. , 
/ fog 


35 Stignrarde Munthignes Bfays.  -Book-Il. "Y 
" ceabd"1W the" Wajeſty of: Nature, lays Pliny. And 

St. Ang.” St. Yuſtin, Modus, quo corporibus adherent Spi- 
de fpir. & 1 7eus; \ Onnine” iPLS. eft, *mec_comprehendi ab ho- ' 
mine :poteſt': © hoc" ipſe homo eſt. - The manyer 
whereby Souls adhere to Rodies, is altogether won- 
derful, and cannot be concervd by Man, and yet 
this" is Man. And yet-it 1s not ſo much as 
doubted : For the Qpinions of Men are receiv*d 
according to ancient Belief, by- Authority and 
upon-Truſt, as 1i-it were Religion -and Lany 
*Tis receiv'd as a Gibberiſh which is commonly 
ſpoken ;'this Truth with all its clutter of Argu- 
ments and Proofs is admitted #5 a firm and folid 
.: Body, 'that-is no more to be ſhaken, no' more 

4 £&% to be judg'd: of: ' Orr the contrary,-every one 


according to the utmoſt of his Talent,corrobo- 
18 rates Tn rites this receiv'd Behef with the 
l | utmoſt-power of his/Reafon, which is a ſupple 
1 Utenfile;-pliable and to' be accommodated to 
'\F any Figure.' And'thus'the World:comes tobe 
Lf - 6IFd with Lies and Fopperies: -- "The reafon that 
[| Men do not doubt of many things, is, that they 
= never examine common Impreiſions ;' they do 
not dig to the Root, where: the Faults and De-. 
fe&ts lyes; they only debate upon the Branches : 
They do not examine” whether ſuch and-ſuch a 
thing be true, but if it has been ſo, and ſo un- 
0 Fila derſtood. It is-not inquir'd into, whether Gales 
19 | bas faid any thing to purpoſe, but whether he 
| . | Has faid.ſoor ſo. Intruth it was "ey good rea- 
ſon, that this Curb to the Liberty of our Judg- 
ments, and: this Tyranny over our Opinions, 
, L'puld be extended to the Schools and Arts. —- 
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| Chap: ti. Seigneurde Montaigne'vByays. 
God of Scholaftick i Knowledge ''is'' Ari/torle : 
'Tis Irreligion to queſtion any ' of! his Decrees, 
as 4t'was thoſe of Lycargus' at Spait#:” His Do- 
frine'is a Magiſterial Law, which peradventure 
| is as falſe as another: -T do not know; why I 
' ſhouldnor as willingly imbrace either the Ideas 
of Plato," 'or the.Atoms'of Epicarus; or the Ple- 
wum and Vacuum of Leutippus and Democritus, 
or the Water of Thales,” or the Infinity of Nature 
of Anaximander, or the 4ir of Diogenes; or the 
Members and” Symmetry:of Pythagoras';' or the 
Infmity 'of * Parmenides't''or 'the "Ore'of Huſtus, 
or the Water and Fire of '.4pollodorus, *or the 
Stmilar Partsof Anaxagoras, or the"Diſcord and 
Friendſhip of 'Empedoctes,- or the Fire of Hera- 
clirus, or any other Opinion, ( of that*'infinite 
Confuſion of Opinions'' and Determinations, 
whieh this fine Human Reaſon does 'produce 
by its Certitude and Clear-fightedneſs-in every 
thing itmeddles withal) as I{hould'the Opinion 
of Ariſtotle upon this SubjeEt of the Principles 


36L 


of Natural things : Which Principles he builds x 


of three pieces, Matter, 'Form' and Privation. 
And what can be more vain, than 'to' make Jra- 
_ *ity it ſelf cauſe of the ProduQtion'of things ? 
Privation is a Negative: Of what Humour 
could he than- make rhe Cauſe and Original of 
things that are: And yet that were not to be 
controverted, but for the exerciſe of Logzck. 
There is nothing diſputed neither to bring it 


into doubt, but to defend. the Author of the 


* School from Foreign Objections: His Autho- 
rity is the oz «/tra, beyond which it 1s not per- 
EY mitted 
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S Foundations to. build whatever we pleaſe ; for 
according to the Law, and.ordering of this be- - 
 ginning,- the other- parts of the Srrufture are 
 calily carried on without any fajlure. By this 

' way we find our Reaſon well-grounded, and dif- 
courle;at.a venture; for our Maſters prepoſle(s 
and gain before hand as much room in our Be- 
lief, as is neceſſary towards. concluding after- 
wards what . they pleaſe :: As Geometricians do 
by their granted Demands : The Conſent and 
Approbation we allow them, giving them power 
todraw usto the Right and Left, and to whirle 
us. about at their own pleaſure. Whatever 
ſpriogs from theſe Preſuppoſitions, 1s our Ma- 
iter and:;our God : He will take the Level of 
his Foundations ſo ample and fo eafie, that by 
them he may mount us up tothe Clouds, if he 
{o pleaſe..; In this Practice and Negotiation of 
Scieuce we have taken the ſaying of Pythagoras, 
That every expert perſon ought to be believed in 

+. bixenn Art , = carrent pay. . The Legician re- 
ters the fignification of words to the Grawwarzay, 
the Rhetorician borrows the State of Argu- 
ments from the Logician:; The Peet his mea- 
ſure from the Muficain, the Geometrician his Pro- 
portions from the Arithwetician,and the Metg- 
phyficians take Phy ical Conjectures from their 

| Foundations. For. every, Sciguce has its Princi- 
ples preſuppos'd, by which Humen Judgment 

is everywhere hmited. If you, come to ruſh 
againſt the Bar where the prineiple Error lyes; 
they have preſently this Sentence in their 

| Mouths, | 


mitted to inquire. Itis very ealic upon appray'd. ; 


ft WF; "EE . 
ba v ge 


4 


"n pr” ; On | 
FF Chap. 21. | 
Mouths, That there is n0 4; We wH48 perl, 
ma wy pep wee 
Principles, 1t not reveald to them bythe Dzv/- 
wity, or all the rſt. the he reſt ithe beg/yning, the middle 
and the exd, is nothing bur dream and vapour. 
To thoſe that contend .upan : Preſuppoſition, 
we muſt .oa the contrary preſyppoſe torhem the 
fame Axiom upon which the diſpute is. Far 
every. Human Preſuppoſition and Dedlaration 
| has-as much Authority one as another, if reg- 
| {ga do not make the diflerence. Wherefore 
they are all to be put into the Ballance, and firſt 
the Generals, and thoſe that tyrannjze over ys. 
The Perſuaſion of Certainty is.a certain Teſti» 
mony..of Folly and extream Incertaiaty.; and 
there are not a. more faoliſh- ſort of Men, nor 
that are leſs Philoſophers, than the Philogdoxes of 
Plate. We muſt inquire, whether #zre be hot, 
; whether Snow. be: white, if there be any :ſuch 
| things as hard or ſoft. And as tothoſe Anſwers 
| | of which they make: old Stories, as he that 
X doubted if there were any ſuch thing as heat, 
whom they bid throw himſelf into the Fire, and 
bethat denyed.the coldneſs of Ice, whom they 
bad to: pur a Cake of Ice into his Boſom, [they 
Arg pitiful things unworthy of, and much be- 
low the Profeſſion of Philaſophy. If they had 
ſet us alone 1n. our Natural Being, to receive 
the appearance-of things without us, according 
| as they preſent themſelves to us by our Senſes; 
| and had permitted us to follow our 0wn Natural 
| Appetites, and goverrd by the, Condition ..of 
| our Birth, they might then have reaſon to talk 
at 
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 Seigneur 'de Montaigness Eſays. - Book 11. |} 
at that rate; but *cis' from them, that we have 


learned to make our ſelves Judges of the World : || 


'Tis from them that we derive this Fancy, that 
Human Reaſon is Controller General of all that 
1s without and within the Roof of Heaven, that 
comprehends every thing, that can do every _ 
thing :* By the means' of which, every thing is 
known and underſtood. This Anſwer would 
be good amongſt Cannibals, who injoy the hap- 
pineſs of a' long, quiet and peaceable Life with- 
out Ariſtotle's Precepts, and without the know- 
ledge of the Name of Phyficks. This Anſwer 
would peradventure be of more value, and grea- 
ter force than all thoſe they borrow from their 
Reaſon and Invention. Ot: this, all Animals, 
and all, where the power of the Law of Nature 
is yet pure and ſimple, but thoſe they have re- 
gouned,: would be as capable as we. They 
need not tell us, it is true, for we ſee and feel 
if to be ſo : They muſt tell me whether I real- 
ly feel what T think I do; and if I do feel 
it, they 'muſt then tell me why I feel it, and 
how, -and what : Let them tell me the Name, 
Original, the Part and Jun&tures of Heat and 
Cold, the Qualities of the Agent and Patient : 


Or let them give up their Profeſſion, which is 


not to admit- or approve of any thing, but'by 


the 'way of: Reaſon, that is, their 7eft in 'all 


forts of Eſſays. But certainly tis a Teſt full' of 


Falſity, Error, Weakneſs and Defe&t. Which 


way can' we better prove it, than by it ſelf? If 
we are not to believe her when ſpeaking of her 
ſelf, ſhe can hardly be thought fit to judge of 

| | Ex otick 


1 | Chap-1x. Seigneur de Montaigne's E 'ſays. 
Exotick things; if ſhe know any thing, it muſt 
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_ at leaſt be her own Being: and Abode., She is 
in the Soul, and either a part or an effect of it: 
For true and effential Reaſon, from which, we 
by a falſe Colour borrow the Name, is lodged 
in, the Boſom of the Almighty. There is her 
Habitation and Receſs, and tis from thence that 
ſhe imparts her rays, when God is pleagd to im- 
part any beam of it to Mankind, as Pallas if- 
ſued from her Father's Head, to. communicate 
her ſelf to the World. Now let us ſee what Hu- 
man Reaſon tells us of her ſelf, and of the Soul : 
Not of the Soul in general, of which almoſt all 
Philoſophy makes the Celeſtial and firſt Bodies 
Participants : Nor of that which 7hales attri- 
buted to things, which themſelves are reputed 
inanimate, drawn on ſo to doby the Confidera- 
tion of the Load-/?one - But of that which ap- 
pertains to us, and that we ought the: beſt to 
know, 

Tonoratur enim que fit natura animai, 

Nata fit, au coatra naſcentibus infinuetur, 

Et fimul intereat nobifcum morte dirempta, 

An tenebras Orci viſat, vaſtaſque lacunas 

An pecudes alias divinitus inſinuet ſe. 

For none the Nature of the Soul doth know, 

Whether that it be born with us, or no ; 

Or be infus'd into us at our Birth, 

And dyes with us when we return to Earth, 

Or does deſcend to the black Shades below, 

Or into other Animals does go. 
Crates and Diczarchus were of Opinion, that 
there was no Soul at all; but that the Body 
thus 


Lucret. F7 
lib.1. 
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thus ſtirs by a Natural Merion : Pare, that it | 
was a Subſtance nioving of itſelf ; Zhates, aNa- | 


ture without repoſe - Afclepiader, an exerciſing | 


of the Senſes : Hefrod and Anaximanider,s thing 
compogd. of Farth and Water : Parniewmes, ot 
Earth and kire : Fnipedecles, of Blood : 
| Sarguinedin vomit ille animam. 
He voniits up his blosdy Soul. 
Poſſidonins, Cleanthes and Galen, that. it was 
hear, of a hot Complexion ; | 
Janens eft-ollis vigor, © caleſtis orig. 
Their Vigour is of Fire, and does prove 
It felf defeended from the' Gods above. 
Hippocrates, 4 Spirit' difugd alt over the Body : 
Yarro, that it was an Air received at the Mouth, 
heated in the Lungs, -moiſtned in the Heart, 
and diffusd throughout the whole Body. Zens, 
. the Quintefſence of the four Elements : Fera- | 
clitus Ponticas, that x was the Light : Yens- 
crates and the Fgyptians, a Mobile Number : 
The Chaldeans, a Vertue withour any deter- 
minate Forrn. | | 
Habitum quendam vitalem corporis eſſe, 
Harmoniaw Greci quam dicunt. 
A vital Habit im Man's Frame to be, 
Which by the Greeks is calld a Harmony. 


ZcE*xLer us not forget Ari/torle, who held the Soul 


to be that whick naturally cauſes the Body to 
move, which he calls Extelechia, with as cold 
an Invention as any of the reft: For he neither 
ſpeaks of the Eſſence, nor of the Original, nor 


of the Nature of the Soul, only takes notice of 


 etheEfet. Latantius, Seneca, and moſt of the - 


Dogmatiſts, 


| 
( 
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” 
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Seignour de Montaign's Eſſays. 
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they did not underftand.- And” after/all this 
enumeration of Opinions : Farum ſententiarim Cicero in 
quz vera ftt, Deus aliqnis viderit : Says Cicero; Philol- 


-_ theſe Opinions, which is the true, et ſome God 
etermine. Iknow by my ſelf, fays St. Bernard, 


how incomprehenſible God is, feeing I cannot 


comprehend the part of my own being. Hera- 
clas, who was of Opinion, that every place 
was fall of Souls and Dezmors, did neverthe- 
tes maintain, that no one could advance fo far 
towards the knowledge of his Soul, as ever to 
arrive at it; fo profound was the Eſſence of it. 
Neither is there leſs controverſie and debate 
abour ſeating of it. Fippocrates and Hierophi- 
las place it in the Ventricle of the Brain : De- 
mocritus and Ariſtotle throughout the whole 
Body : 
7: bona ſepe vale twuelo cans dicitur eſſe 

Corporis, © non eſt tamenhec pars ulla valentis. 

As when the Bodies Health chey'do it call, - 

When of a found Man, that's no part at all, 
Eprenrus, wt the Stomach ; 


Lucrets. 
lib.3. 


Hic exultat' enimr favor, ac metus, hac loca |, 


Letitie mulcent. ( circam 

For this the Seat of Horror is and Fear, 

And Joys in turn do likewiſe triumph here. 
The $toicks, about and within the Heart : Era- 
fiſtrates, adjoyning the Membrane of the Epi- 
mm : Empedocles, inthe Blood, asalſo-Moſes, 
which was the reaſon why he interdited eat- 
ing the Blood of Beaſts;becauſe the Soul is their 
ſeated : Galex thought, that every part of the 


Body 
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tobe inquird into, ſays Cicero. Ivery willingly 
deliver this. Author+to; you in his own words : 
For ſhould 1.go about to alter Eloquence it ſelf? 
Beſides it were, but- an,cafie prize to ſteal the 
Matter of, kis! Inventions. They are neither 
very frequent, nor of any.. great weight, and 
ſufficiently known. - But rhe reaſon why Chry- 
/ippus argues it to be about the Heart, as all the 
reſt of that Sect do, 1s not to be omitted. 7? zs, 
ſays he, becauſe when we would affirm any thing, 
we lay our hand upon our Breaſts : And when we 
will pronounce is, which ſignifies 7, we let 
the lower Mandable fall towards the Stomach. 
This place ought not to be over-ſlipt without 
2 Remark upon the Vanity of ſo great a Man : 
For beſides that theſe Conſiderations are infi- 
nitely light in themſelves, the laſt is only a 
a proof to the Greeks, that they have their 
Souls Jodg'd in that part. No Human Judg- 
ment is ſo ſpritely and vigilant, that it does not 
ſometimes ſleep. Why ſhould we be afraid to 
ſpeak > Weſee the Szoicks, who are the Fathers 
of Human Prudence, have found out, that the 
Soul of Man cruſhed under a ruin, does long 
labour and ſtrive to get out, Iike a Moule 
caught ina Trap, before it can difingage it ſelf 
from the Burthen. Some hold, that the World 
was made. to give Bodies, by way of Puniſh- 


ment, tothe Spirits fallen, by their own Fault, 


from 
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\ Body hadits Soul - Szrato has; placd its betwixt 
3 the Eyerbrows : Que facie gaidem fit animus, aut _ 
Thus. 1. T- abi babitet, ne querendum quidew eſt :: What Fi- 
| gure the Soul is of, or what part it inhabits, is-not 
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\. Chap. 31. Seignear de Montaign's Eſſays. 
The firſt Creation. having been no. other | 
incorporeal : And that ;according as, they: arg 
more or leſs deprav'd from. ther Spirituality, fo 
are they, or more or leſs jocundly or dully ans 
corporated. , And rhax. thence, progeeds all the 
Variety of- ſo.much. created Matter... But the 
Spirit that, for his Puniſhment, was inveſted with 
the Body of the Sun,; mull certainly havea very 
rare and. particular Meaſure,of Thirſt. - . The 
extremities of our Perquiſition, do all fall into, 
and terminate in, Aſtoniſhment and Blindneſs. 
As Plutarch ſays of the Teſtimony of #7iftorzes ; 
that, according to Charts and Maps, the utmoſt 
Bounds of known Countries are taken up with 
Mariſhes,impenetrable Foreſts, Defarts and un- 
inhabitable places. And this is the reaſon why 
the moſt groſs and childiſh Ravings, were moſt 
found in thoſe Authors who trear .of the moſt 
elevated Subjects, and proceed the furtheſt in 
them: Loſing themſelvesin their own Curioſity 
and Preſumption. The beginning and end of 
Knowledge, are equally reputed Fooliſh... Ob- 
ſerve to what a pitch P/ato flyes in his Poetjck 
Clouds : Do but take notice there of the Gib- 
beriſh of the Gods. But what did he dream of 
when he defin'd a Man to be a. two begg'd. Ani» 
mal without Feathers : Giving thoſe who had 
a mind to deride him, a pleaſant occaſion ? For 
having pulPd a Capon alive, they call'd it the 
Man of Plato. And what did the Eprcareans 
think of, out of what ſimplicity did they firſt 
q imagine, that their 4omes , that they faid 
1 were 
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[fond gg tiotion dowtiwards had rhade- the World : 
wha, TWlthey wereputin mind by their Adverſaries, - 
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that, according to this Deſcription, it was impoſ- | 
le they ſhouſQU'unite and joyn to one-another 

their fall being {o dire&t and perpendicular, and 
Wig, , ſo many parralſel'Lines throughout ? 

erefore there was a, neceflity that they ſhould 
Ance 'add a, fortuitous' and fide-ways motion, 
and that ny moreover accoutre their 
Atommes with hooked Tails,by which they might 
afterwards unite and cling to one another. And 
even then do not thoſe that attack them upon 
this Second Invention, put them hardly to it ? 
If the Aromes have by chance form'd ſo many 
forts of Figures, why did it never fall out that 
they made a Houſe or a Shoe ? Why at the 
fame rate ſhould we not believe, that an infi- 
nite Number of Greek Letters, ſtrow'd all over 
acertain place, might poſſibly fall into the Con- 
texture of the 7/;ad? VVhatever is capable of 
Reaſon, fays Zero, is better than that which is 
not capable : There is nothing better than the 
VVorld : The -VVorld is therefore capable of 
Reaxfon.” Cotta, by this way of Argumenration, 
ttiakes "the VVorld a Mathematician: And *tis 
afo:madea' Muſician and an Organift, by this 
other” Argumentation of Zeyo: The Whole is 
More than a Part ; we're capable of, V Viſdom, 
and -are. part of «the World : Therefore the 
Worlds wife. - There are infinite like Exam- 
fs, not only of "Arguments that are falſe in| 
emfelves, but filtyories, that do" not hok 

| oe” in} 
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Chap. 1 t. - Seignear de Montaign's Eſfays. 
in themſtlves, and that accuſe their- Authors 
not fo much of Tgnorance, as Impudence in the 
Reproaches, the Philoſophers dath one another 
in the Teeth withal, upon the -Difſentions in 
their Sets and 'Opimions. Whoever ſhould 


bundle up 4 luſly Faggot of the Fookeries of Hu- | 
man Wiſdom, would produce wonders. - T wil- | 


lingty muſfer up 'thefe few for a Pattern, by a 
certain meaning not leſs profitable, 'thar! the 
moſt mvgerate Infirudtions. Let us judge by 
theſe, what Opinion we are to have of Man of 
his Senſe and Reaſon ; when in theſe great per. 
ſons, and that have raifed Human Knowledge 
ſo high, ſo many groſs and maniteſt Errors and 


Miſtakes are to be tound. For my part, I am, y 


ledge caſually ; and like a Toy, with both hands 
and Have contended about Reafon, as of a vain 
and frivolous Inſtrument, ſetting on foot all 
ſorts of Fancies and Inventions, fometimes more 
ſinewy, and ſometimes weaker. This fame 
Plato, who defines Man, as if he were a Cock, 
ſays elſewhere, after Socrates, that he"Yoes not 
in truth, know what Man is, and that he is 
a Member of the World the hardeſt to under- 
ſtand. By this variety and inſtability of Opt- | 
njons, they tacitly lead us, as it were, by the 
hand to this Reſolution of their Irreſolution. 
They profeſs not always to deliver their Opini- 
ons bare-facd and apparent to us; they have 
one while difguisd them in the fabulous Sha- 
dows of Poefte, and another in ſome other Vizor : 
For our ImperfeCtion carries this alſo along with 
Bb z It, 


apt to believe, that they have treated of Know- 
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it, that crude Meatsare not always proper for 
our Stomachs ; they muſt dry, alter 'and mix 
them :. They do the ſame: They oft conceal 
their real Opinions and Judgments, and falſifie 
them to accommodate themſelves to the Publick 
Uſance : They will not make an open Profel- 
ſion of Ignorance, and of the Imbecillity of 
Human Reaſon, that they. may not fright Chil- 
dren: But they ſufficiently diſcover it to us un- 
der the appearance of a troubled and inconſtant 
Science. I advisd a Perſon in taly, who had 
a great mind to ſpeak Italian, that provided he 
only had a deſire ro make himſelt underſtood, 
without being ambitious to excel, that he ſhould 
only make ule of the firſt words that came to 
the Tongues end, whether Latin, French,Spani(h 
or Gaſcon, and that in adding the Italian Ter- 
minations, he could not fail of hitting upon 
ſome 1diom of the Country either 7huſcan, Ro- 
man, Venetian, Piedmentois or Neapolitan, and 
to apply - himſelf to ſome one of thoſe many 
Forms. I ſay the ſame of Phzleſophy, the has fo 
many Faces, ſo much Variety, and has ſaid 
ſo many things, that all our Dreams and Ra- 


* vings are. there to be found. Humane Fancy 


can conceive nothing good or bad that is not 


Cicero de there : Nihil tam abſurde dici poteſt , quod non 


XL 


Lud 


Sn Pl 


Divin.l.1., dzcatur ab aliquo Philoſophorum. Nothing can be 
fo atſurdly ſaid, that bas not been ſaid before by 


ome of the Philoſopherss And I am the more 
willing to expoſe my Whimfſies to the Publick : 
Foraſmuch as, though they are ſpun out of my | 
ſelf, and without any Pattern, I know they _ ; 


& 
4 
; 
£ 


lodg'd in the Brain, which appears in that the 
Wounds and Accidents that touch that part, do 


Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigne's E ſays. 

be found related to-ſome ancient Humour, and 
ſome will not ſtick to ſay, See, whence he 7ook 7t : 
My Manners are Natural, I have not calÞd in 
the aſſiſtance of any Diſcipline, to ere& them : 


But weak as they are, when it came into my 
Worlds view, 


head to lay them open to t 
and that to expoſe them to the Light in alittle 
more decent Garb, TI went about to adorn them 
with Reaſons and Examples : It was a wonder 


to my ſelf, accidentally to find them-:conforma- | 
ble to ſo many Philoſophical Diſcourſes and Ex- ' 


amples. I never knew what Regiment my 
Life was, of, till after it was near worn out and 
ſpent. A new Figure: An unpremeditate and 
accidental Philoſopher. But to return to the 
Soul, in that Plato has plac'd the Reaſon in the 
Brain, the Anger in the Heart, and the Concu- 
piſcence in the Liver ;- tis likely that it was ra- 
ther an Interpretation of the Movements of the 
Soul, than that he intended a Diviſion and Se- 
paration of it, as of a Body into ſeveral Mem- 
bers : And the moſt likely of their Opinions is, 
that 'tis alwaysa Soul, that by its Faculty, Rea- 
ſons, remembers, comprehends, judges, de- 
ſires and exerciſes all its other Operations by 
divers Inſtruments of the Body, as the Plot 
guides his Ship according to his Experience,one 
while Training or ſlacking the Cordage, one 
while hoiſting the Mainyard, or the 
Rudder, by one and the fame ſtrength carry- 


ing on ſo many ſeveral effe&s: And that it is 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IT. 


immediately offend the Faculties of the Soul : 
Apo tis not incongruous, that it Sropvd thence 


if {elf into the other parts of the Body ; 
—— medium uon diſerit unquanm 
Czli Phabus iter radiis tamen omnia luſtrat. 
Phebus ne re deviates from the Zodzact's way; 
Yet all things does illuſtrate with his Ray. 


As the Sun ſheds from Heaven's Light and In- 
fluence, and fills the World with them. | 


Cetera pars anime per totum difſita corpus , 
Paret, & ad numea meutis, nomengue moverur. 
The other part o'th* Soul diftlugd all ore 
The Body, does obey the: Reaſons lore. 


Some have ſaid,that there was a General Soul, as 
it were a great Body, from whence all the parti- 
cular Souls were extrated, and thither again 
return, 'always reſtoring it felt ro that Univerſal 
Matter. OV - I 


— Deum namgque ire per onyes 

Terraſque trattuſque maris,calumgue profundum : 

Hinc pecudes,armenta,viros,genus omne ferarum : 

(uemque fibi tenues naſcentem arceſſere vitas, . 

Scilicet huc reddi deinde, ac refoluta referrt 

Omnia : Nec mortt eſe locum : 

-For they ſuppoſe 

That God through Earth, the Sea and Hea- 
Vens goes. 3 

Mane tay, Beaſts, Reptiles, InſeQts, Fiſhes, 
Fouls cl | 

Take all their iſſue to the Light, their Souls; + 

Andthere again reſtore them when they dye, 

They being not ſubje& to. Mortality. _ 


Others, that they only rejoyn'd and re-united 


them- 


| . Ghap-27. Seignewr:deMontaign's Bays 375 | 
themſelves £0.ikg DADE FRIGOAG were produe'd 

from the Divine Subſtance-3,Orhers by,the; 4ww- 
gels of Fireand Air : . Others thatt 


un:.O tthey were from 

all Antiquity ;.,and ſome. that they were created 
at the very Article of time, .the Bodies wanted 
them.: Others make them to, deſcend -from' the 
Orb of the Moon, and. tq; return thither. 
The; generality of the,, Ancients, that they 
were begot. from Father ,to. Son, after a like 
manner, and 'producd with all other Natural 
things ; ,raifing their Argument from the like- 
neſs of Children to their Fathers. | | 

Inſtillata patris virtus tibi, | Hor. lib.4s 

Fortes creantur fortibus, © bonis. Ode-4. 

Thou haſt thy Fathers Vertues with his Blood; | op 

For the Brave ſtill ſpring from the Brave and. | 

Good. 

And that we ſee deſcend from Fathers to their 
Children, not only Bodily Marks,but moreover 
2 Reſemblance of Humours, Complexions and 
Iaclinations of the Soul. 

Denique cur acrum violentia triſte leonum Lucret. 

' Seminium ſequitur,dolus vulpibus © fuga cervis \ib3- 

A patribus datur, & patrius pavor incitat artus, 

$7 non certa ſuo quia ſemine ſeminioque, 

Vis animi pariter creſcit cum corpore tato ? 


For why ſhould Rage from the fierce Lyon's 


pl 
Or from the ſubtle.Foxes Craft proceed, 
Or why the tim'rous and flying Hart 
His fear and trembling to his Race impart, 
But that a certain Force of Mind does grow, 
And Kill increaſes, as the Bodies do ? | 
a RD Bb 4 That 
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| Kid, 


ab Src tonne uſtice'is grounded; 
puniſhing'in the Thildie#/ the” Favilts of their 
Fathers : *Faraſmuehr #y' the - Contdioh of Pi: 
ternal Vices is"'mi*ſome fort" #mprinted in the 
Soul.of Children; arid that the'ilVgoverninerit 
of their'Will extend t6&/them.' + Moreover that 
if Souls had any other Derivation than a Natuifal 
Conſequence, "and' that' 'they had been ſome 
other thing out of the'Body, they-wouldretain 
ſome Memory of their firſt'Being, the Natural 
Faculties that are proper to them of diſcourſing, 
reaſoning and remembring, confider'd. ; 
— $1 in corpus naſcentibus inſrnuatur, 

Cur ſuperantes attam etatem meminiſſe nequimus, 

Nec veſtigia geſtarum rerum ulla tenemus 2 

For at our Birth if it infuſed be, + © 

Why do we then retain no Memory 

Of our foregoing Life, and why no more 

Remember any thing we did before ? 
For to make the condition of our Souls ſuch as 


. we would have it to be, we muſt ſuppoſe them 


all knowing, even in their Natural Simplicity 
and Purity. By.theſe means they had, been 
ſuch, being free from the Priſon of the Body, 
as well before they entred into it, as we hope 
they ſhall be after they are gone out of it. And 
from this knowledge it ſhould follow, that they 
ſhould remember 'being get in the Body, as 
Plato ſaid, That what we -learn is #o other than 
a remembrance of what we knew before ; a thing 
which every one by experience may maintain 
to be falſe. Foraſmuch, in the firſt place, as 
that we do not juſtly remember any thing, _ 

mY what 


Chidpirx. Seigneur deMontaigne's Bays. — —3# 
what we have been taught : And'that if the 
Memory did purely'perform its Office; 'it would 
at leaſt ſuggeſt 'to us” ſomething more than 
what we have learned. Secondly, 'That which 
ſhe'knew being in her Purity, was a trite Know- 
ledg& knowing things as they are by her Di- 
vine Intelligence :* Whereas here we make her 
receive Falthood' and Vice, when we inſtru+ 
her; wherein ſhe cannot -imploy her Remini- 
ſcence, that' Image and Conceprion having ne- 
ver'been planted in her. i o fay; that the Cor: 
poral'Priſon does in' ſuch ſort ſuffocate her Na- 
tural Faculties, that they are there utterly ex- 
tin&, 'is firſt, contrary to this other Belief of 
acknowledging her Power to be ſo great, and 
and the Operations of it, that'Men ſenſibly per- 
ceive in this Life fo admirable, as tohave there. 
by concluded this Divinity, and paſt Eternity, 


and the Immortality to come : Ibid. 


Nam ft tantopere eſt animi mutata poteftas, 
Omnis ut afttarum exciderit retinentia rerum, 
Non at epinor ea ab letho jam longior errat. 
For if the Mind be chang'd to that degree, 
As of pat things to loſe all Memory, 
So great a Change as that, I muſt confeſs, 
Appears to me than Death but little leſs. 
Furthermore *tis here with us, and not elfſe- 
where, that the Forces and Effedts of the Soul 
ought to be conſider'd : All the reſt of her Per- 
fections are vain and uſeleſs to her; 'tis by 
her preſent condition, that all her Immortality 
is to be rewarded and paid, and of the Life of 
Man only that ſhe is to render an account - - 
| a 


, . 


« YZ 2 #2 


unreaſonable diſproportion to extract an eter- 
nal Recompence 1n. conſequence of fo ſhort a 
Lite. Plato, to defend himſelf from this incan- 
yenience, will haye future Rewards limited. to 
the term of a hundred years, relatively to. Hu« 


\..: man Duration: And. of us our ſelves there are 


enow, Who have given them Temporal Limits. 
By this they judg'd, that the Generation of the 
Soul follow'd the common condition of Human 
things: iAs alſo her Life according to the Opi- 


nion of Epicurus and Dewecritus, which has þ 


been the moſt receiv'd, in conſequence of theſe 
fine apparences, that they ſaw it born, and 
that according as the Body grew more capable, 
they ſaw it increaſe in Vigour, as the other did ; 
that its feebleneſs in Infancy was very maniteſt, 
and in time its better Strength and Maturity, 
and after that its Declenfion and Old Age, and 
at laſt its decripitude : 


--eegigni 
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"ping pariter Fam corpores\ 9 Ibid, 
"G ere ſentimus, pariterque  ſencſcere, me item | 
Souls with the Bodies to be born. we, may A 
,Diſcern with them t'increaſe,with them, 


They perceiv'd it to be capable of epideany: ym 


ſions, and agitated with ſeveral painful Motions, 
from whence it fell into laſſitude and uneaſineſs, - 
capable of Alteration and, Change,. of Chear- 
fulneſs and Stupidity, and Fajntnels, and-ſub- 
ject to Dilcaſes and Lojuries, as the Stomach 
or the Foot : "= n 
———Mentem ſanart, corpus ut cgrim | 44 Ibid. 

Cernimus, & flett; mediciua poſſe vi pt aa 

Sick Minds as well as Bodies we do ſee: 

By Medicines, Vertue oft reſtor'd'to DE ormnin 4 
Dazled and intoxicated with the Fumes of win, EP” 
juſtled from her Seat. by the Vapoyrs of a burn: 
ing Feaver, laid aſleep by the application of 
ſome Medicaments, and rousd awake by others, 

==n=C orpoream naturam anim eſe ueceſſe eſt, Ibid. 

Corporis quoniam telis ifttuque laborat. 

There muſt be of neceſſity, we find, 

A Nature that's corporal of the Mind, 

Becauſe we evidently fee it ſmarts, 

And wounded is with Shafts the Body darts. 
They ſaw it in Aſtoniſhment, and ſuch a one as 
overthrow all its Faculties through the mere 
Contagion of a mad Dog, and in that condition 
to have no Stability of Reaſon, no Sufficiency, 
no Vertue, no Philolophical Reſolution, no re- 
ſiſtance that could exempt it from the ſubjection 
of Accidents ; The ſlaver of a contemptible 
Curr, ſhed upon the hand of Socrates, to hone 
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all his Wifdom, \and "all his great and regular 


Troppieatioos, and fo to annihilate "them, as 
that there .remain'd no Tracen or Footſtep of his 


former Knowledge : | 
aire ets. . oo DS antmnt 
TConturbatur ——E& diviſa ſeorſum 
om Difjeftatur eodem i/lo diſtrafta veneno. 
"Th" power of the Souls diſturb'd, and when 
"That onice is but fequeſtred from her, then 
_ "By the fame Poyſon tis diſpersd abroad. 
| And'this Poyſon to find no more reſiſtance in 
" that great'Soul, than in that of an Infant of 
four years old :- A Poyſon ſufficient to make all 
Philoſophy, if it were incarnate, to become fu- 
jeg! rious and mad ; inſomuch that Cato, who ever 
diſdain'd Death and Fortune, could not 1ndure 
the Tighr of a Looking-glaſs, or of Water, con- 
founded with Horror and Affright at the 
_ | rhought of falling by the Contagion of a 
| mad Dog, into the Difeaſe cal}pd by Phyſi- 
tians, Zydrophobia. hh 
' | Thid. --=-vis morbi diſtraita per artus 
Turbat gens animam, ſpumantes equore falſo 
 Ventorum ut validis ferveſcunt viribus undg. 
" Throughout the Limbs diffugd, the fierce 
Diſeaſe. 
Diſturbs the Soul, as in the briny Seas, 
The foaming Waves to ſwell and boyl we ſee 
Stirr'd by the Winds impetuoſity. 
Now as to this particular, Philoſophy has ſuffici- 
' ently arm'd Man to encounter all other Acci- 
dents, either with Patience ; or if the Search of 
that coſts too dear, by an infallible Defeat, in - 
m tally 


E bid. 
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- Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Effays. 
tally depriving himſelf of all ſentiment : But 
theſe are Expedients, that are only.,of. uſe to. a 
Soul being it ſelf,and in its full power, capable of 
Reaſon and Deliberation : But not at all proper 


for this Inconvenience, where even 1n a Phzle- 


ſopher, the Soul becomes the Soul of a Madman, 
troubled , overturn'd, and loſt. Which, many 
Occaſions may produce, as a too vehement Agt- 
tation that any viozent Paſſion of the Soul may 
beget in it felt; ora Wound 1n a certain part of 
the Perſon, or Vapours from the Stomach, any 
of which may ſtupify the Underſtanding and 
turn the Brain. | 


/ 


Sepe animus, dementit enim deliraque fatur, 

Interdumqne gravi lethargo fertur in altum 

LEternumgue ſeporem, oculis nutique cadenti. 

For when the Body's ſick, andill at eaſe, 

The Mind does often ſhare in the Diſeaſe ; 

Wanders, grows wild, and raves, and ſome- 

times by © 
' A heavy and a ſtupid Lethargy, 

Is overcome and caſt into a deep, - 

A moſt profound and- everlaſting, Skep. 
The Philoſophers, methinks, have not much 
touch'd this ſtring, .no more than another of the 
ſame Importance:. They have this Dilemma con- 
tinually in their Mourhs to confolate our mor- 
tal Condition: The Soul is either mortal or im- 
mortal; if mortal, it will ſufter no pain; if 
immortal,it will change tor the better, they ne- 
ver touch the other Branch;what if ſhe changefor 
the worſe, and leave to the Poers the menaces of 

| future 
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Morbis in corports auius errat Ibid. 


future *Torments. But thereby they make them- 
ſelves 4 /go0d'Game: They are two Omiſſjons, 
that TF'often mieet with in their Diſcourſes : T te- 
turn to thefirft: This Soul loſes the uſe of the 
ſoveraign ſtoical Good, fo conſtant and ſo: firm; 
Our fine hnman Wiſdom muſt here yield, and 
give up her Armes. As to the reſt, they did al- 
fo conſider by the vanity of human Reaſon, that 
, the mixture and affociation of two ſo contrary 
$ things #s mortal and immortal, was unimagi- 
nable : 
Thid. QOuippe etenim mortale wteruo Jungere, & una 
Conſentire putare, & fungi mutua poſſe, ( eff, 
Defipere eſt. Quid enim diverſus eſſe putandum 
Aut mags inter ſe disjunttum, diſcrepitinſque, 
uam mortale quod eft, immortali atque perexni 
Funitum in concilio, ſevas tolerare procellas 2 
To join the mortal then and the ztern 
Andthink they can agree in one concern, 
Is Madneſs.For what things more difÞring are 
Unlike betwixt themſelves, and fit to jarr - 
How can it then be thought, that theſe ſhould 
bear, - 
Whert thus conjoired , of Stormes an equal 
ſhare? El 
Moreover, they perceiv'd the Soul tending to- 
wards death, as well as the Body. 
It4, | Simul evo feſſa fatiſcit. 
Which, according to Zexo, the Image of Sleep 
does ſufficiently demonſtrate to us. For he looks 
upon it as a fainting and fall of the Soul, as well 
Cicero de as of the Body. Contrahi animum, & quaſi labi 
Dir. 1.2. putat, atque decidere. He thinks the Mind is 
- tranſported, 
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- tranſported, and that it ſlips and falls/And' what 
' they perceiv'd in ſome, that the Soul mainrain- 
ed its force and vigour to the laft gaſp of Life, 
they attributed-to rhe variety of Diſeaſes; as'it 
is obſervable in Men at the laſt Extremity, that 
ſorne retain one Sence,and ſome another, one the 
Hearing and another the: Smell, without any 
manner of Defe*ts or Alteration ; and that there 
isno'ſo' univerſal a Deprivation, that ſomeparts 
do not remain vigorous and entire : * 

Nou alio patto quam ft pes cum dolet agri, 

In nullo caput intera fit forte dolore. 

As if a ſick Marys Foot in pain ſhould be 


And yet his Head perhaps from Dolours free. Ibid. 
The fight of our Judgment is to Truth, the, 9} 


ſame that the Owles Eyes are to the Sun, fays 
Ariſtotle : By whar can we better convince him, 
than by ſo groſs Blindneſs in fo apparent a Light ? 
For the contrary Opinion of the immortality of 
the Soul, which Czcero ſays, was frſtintroduc'd 
(by the Teſtimony of the Authors at leaft )' by 
Pherecides Syrius in the time of King 7ulls ; 
(though others attribute it to Thales, and others 
toothers) 'tis the part of human Science, that 
is treated of with the moſt doubt and the great- 
eſt reſervation. The moſt poſitive Dogwariſts, 
are in this point, principally to fly to the Re, 
fiige of Academy. No one knows what 4ri/te- 
tte has eſtabliſhed upon this Subje&t, no more 
than all the Ancients in general, who handle it 
with a wavering Belief : Rem gratifimam promit- 
tentium magis quam probantium : 4 thing more ac- 
ceptable in the Promifers, than the Provers. He 
| conceals 
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| conceals himſelf in clouds of Words -of di cult 
and unintelligible Senſe, and has leit to thoſe of 


Sect as great a Diſpute about-his Judgment, 


as the matter it ſelf, Two things rendred this 
| Opinion plauſible to them : One, that without 
the immortality of Souls, there would be,.no- 
thing whereon to ground the vain Hopes of Glo- 
ry, Which isa Conſideration of wonderful Re: 


Pute in the World : The other, that it 15.4, ve- - 
ice pu- Ty profitable Impreſſion, as Plato ſays, that. Vi- 


mſhcdby ces, when they eſcape the Diſcovery and Cog- 


Di- . | . vx" 
areal nizance of human Juſtice, are ſtill within. the 


Bice afeer Teach of the Divine, which will purſue them e- 


Death. * ven after the Death of the Guilty. Man isex- 
_ ceſlively folicitous to prolong his Being, and 
has to the utmoſt of his Power provided for it. 


— 


how light or fantaſtick ſoever Invention. deli- 
vers them to it, relies more willingly and with 
, greater Aſſurance upon them, than it ſelf. But 
tis wonderful to obſerve, how ſhort the moſt 
conſtant and obſtinate Maintainers of this juſt 
and clear Perſuaſion of the Immortaliry of the 


Soul do fall, and how weak their Arguments are, 


when Þ#. 
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_ When'they ga-about to prove it'by: humaniſRea- 
ſon. Somnia ſunt non docentss; fed optantitis; They Cic. Acad, 
are Dreams not of the Teacher byt Wiſher, Tays > 4 
one: of 'the Antients..' > By: which' Teſtimony / 
| Man! way know; that 'he owes the Truth/he 
himſelf finds out to Fortune and Accident ;-ſince ' 
that even then, - when it is fallen into-his Hand, ) 
he. has not- wherewith to. hold and maintain” ir, 
and that his Reaſon has ' not -Force+to make uſe 
of it. All chings' produc'd by-our own Medita-* 
tion and Underſtanding, whether-rrue or falſe; * 
are ſubje&t to Incertitude-: ahd+ Controverſy. | 
'Twas tor the Chaſtiſement of our Pride,” and, ,, 0533) 
fot the: Inſtruftion of our Miſery and Incapa- 
city, that God wrought the Perplexity and Con- | 
fuſion at the Tower of Babel. Whatever we 
undertake without his' Aſſiſtance, whatever we 
ſee without :the Lamp of his Grace, is but Va- 
nity and Folly. We corrupt the very Eflence' 
of Truth, which is uniform and conſtant by our 
Weakneſs, when Fortune puts-it into our Poſ- 
ſefſion. What Courſe foever Man takes of him- 
ſelf, God ſtill permits ir to come to the ſame 
Confuſion; the Image wheteof'he ſo lively re- 
preſents to us in the juſt Chaſtiſement where- 
with he cruſht Nimrod's Preſumption, and fruſt- 
rated the vain Attempt of his proud Structure. 
Perdam ſapientiam ſapientium, & prudentiam , 6. 
prudentium reprobabe. T will deſtroy the Wiſdom 1.19. 
of the Wiſe, and will bring to nothing the Under- 
ſtanding of the Prudent. The Diverſity of 7di- 
omes and Languages with which he diſturk'd this 
work, what are they other, than this infinite 
#-and perpetual alteration and diſcordance of Opi-, 
(Ce] nions 


nionsand Reaſons; which accorhpany- and con-: 
+. 7 _ found the vain. Building of human Wiſdom-#- 
- 'And*tis to very good effect, that they do fo. For. 
what-would hold'us if we had but the leaſt grain 

of; Knowledg?: This Saint has very much obliged” 

me. Jpſa utilitaty occultatio, aut humilitatis- ex- 
ercitatio eff, aut elationis attritio. ' The very con» 
ceaſment . of the Utility, 1 either .an exerciſe of 
Humility, . or,a que/ling of Preſumption. To whar- 
a_pitch of Preſumption and Inſolence do. we 

raiſc our Blindneſs and Folly? Bur to return to 

my Subject, it was-truly very good Reaſon, 

that we ſhould be beholding to God only, and to 

the favour of his Grace, tor-the Truth of fo 
noble a Belief, ſince from his ſole Bounty we 
receive the Fruit of Immortality, which con- 

ſiſts in the Enjoyment of eternal Beatitude. Let 

us ingeniouſly confeſs, that God alone has difta- 

ted it to us and the Faith : For *tiy no Leſſon of 
Nature and our own Reaſon. And whoever 
will enquire into. his own Being and Power, 

both within and without, without” this divine' 
Privilege : Whoever ſhall conſider Man impar- 
tially, and without Flattery, will ſee nothing in 

| him of Efficacy, nor any kind of. Faculty, that 
'L reliſhes of any thing but Death and Earth. The 
'K more we give and confeſs to owe and render 
=» to God, wedo it with the greater Chriſtianity. 

. That which this Stoick Philoſopher ſays, he holds 

from the fortuitous Conſent of the popular 

Voice, had it not been better, that he had held 

itirom God ? Cam de animorum aternitate diſſeri- 

Seneca, Mus, non leve momentum apud nos habet conſen- 
Epiſt.117./445 hominum, aut timentium iferos, ant colentinm. 
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tor hac publica perſuafione. Whtn'we; tifernſe 
of the Immortality of Souls, the conſent of Mex, 
that either fear or adore 'the infernal Poiver, "us of 
no ſmall Advantage. I make uſe '0f | this''pibIiek 
Perſuaſion. Now the weakneſs of human Argu- 
ments upon this Subject, 1s particufarly mant- 
feſted by the fabulous Arguments they have'ſu-. 


zradded as Conſequences of this Opiniort,”to' 
find out of what Condition this Iminortality/ of - 


ours was. Let us omit the Stoicks, T/firamn yo+ |. 
bs largiuntur, tanquam' cornicibus ; diu" manſuros Thy 


T0 


aiunt animos ; ſemper negant.-  T, hey gitt tus a lone - 


Life, ac alſo they do to Crows ; they ſay eur: Soul 


ſhall continue I:ug. but that it ſhall continue al- 


ways,they deny, Who give to Souls a Life after-- 
YS,THCY = | 


this, but finite. FThe-moſt univerſal and re- 
ceiv'd Fancy, and that continues down to'our 


= 


Times, is that, of which they make Pythagora: ' 
the Author ; (not that he was the original In- ' 


ventor, but becauſe it receiv'd a great deal of 
Weight and Repute by the Authority'of lis Ap- 


probation,) is, that Souls at their departure out ' 


of us, did nothing but ſhift from one Body to 
another, from a Lyon to 4 Horſe, from a Horſe 
to a King, continually travailing at this rate 
from Habitation to Habitation. And he him- 
ſelf ſaid, that he remembred he had been #- 
thalides, ſince that Euphorbus, and afterwards 
Hermotimus ; and finally from Pyrrhus, was paſt 
into Pythagoras, having a Memory of himſelf of 
two hundred and ſix Years. And ſome have 
added that theſe very Souls ſometimes remount 
to Heaven and come down again. 
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. O- pater, anne aliquas ad Calum hinc ire pus Virg, 1. 6. 
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| Sublimes animas iterumque ad tarda reverti 
Carpora ? que lucis miſeris tam dira cupido 3 
Is.3t to be believ'd, that ſome ſublime, | 
And high-flown Souls,ſhould hence from Hea- 
ven climb, | ( ſlow, 
And: thence return t'immure themſelves in 
And heavy. Priſons of dull Fleſh below 2 
Origen. makes them eternally to go and come, 
from a better to a worſe Eſtate. The Opinion 
that Yarro makes mention of, 1s, that after four 
hundred. and forty Years Revolution, they 
ſhould be re-united to their firſt Bodies. Chry- 
fippus held, that that would happen atter a cer- 


tain ſpace of time unknown and unlimited.P/a- 


70 ( who profeſſes to have embraced this Belief 
from Pizdar and the ancient Pocts) thinks they 
are to undergo infinite Viciſſitudes of Mutation, 
for which the Soul is prepar'd, having neither 
Puniſhment nor reward in the other World, but 
what is Temporal, as its Life here 1s but Tem- 
poral, concludes that it has a ſingular Knowledg 
of the Aﬀairs of Heaven, of Hell, of the World, 
through all which it has paſt, repaſt, and made 
ſtay in ſeveral Voyages; fit matters for her 
Memory. Obſerve her Progreſs elſewhere; the 
Soul that has lived well is reunited to the Star, 
to which it is aſſgn'd : That removes into a 


Woman, and, if it do not there reform, isagain . 
removed into a Beaſt of Condition ſuitable toits. 


vicious Manners, and ſhall fee no end of itspun- 
1ihments, till it be returned to its natural Con- 
ſtitution, and that it has by the force of Rea- 
ſon purg'd it ſelf from rhoſe groſs, ſtupid, and 
elementary Qualities it was polluted with. But 


Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. Book Il, 


Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Pſays. 
I will not omit the Objeftion the  Epicareans 
make againſt this Tranſmigration from one Bo- 
dy to another, and *tis a pleaſant one. They 
ask, whar Expedient' would be found out, if the 
number of the dying ſhould chance to be grea- 
ter, than that of thoie who are coming into the 
World. For the Souls, turned out of their old 
Habitation, would ſcuffle and croud which 
ſhould firſt get Poſſefſion of this new Lodging. 
And they further demand, how they {ſhould 
paſs away their time, whilſt waiting till a new 
Quarter were made ready for them : Or on the 

contrary, if more Animals ſhould be born, than 

dye, the Body, they ſay, would be but in an ill 
Condition,whilſt in expectation of a Soul to be 

infuſed into it ; and it would fall out, that ſome 

Bodies would dye, before they had been alive. 


Denique connubia adveneris, partuſque ferarum, 1 yeret, 
Eſſe animas praſto deridiculum eſſe videtur, lib. 3. 


Et ſpeftare immortales mortalia membra 
Innumero numero, certareque preproperanter 
Inter ſe, que prima potiſſimaque Con 

It ſeems ridiculous, that Soulsſhould be 
Always attending on Beaſt's Venery, 

And being immortal, mortal Bodies ſhou'd, 
Covet to have, andin vaſt numbers crowd, 


Striveand contend with heat and eagerneſs, « 


' Which ſhould the firſt and moſt deſir'd poſſeſs. 
Others have arreſted the Soul in the Body of 
the Deceaſed, with it to animate Serpents, 
Worms, and other Beaſts, which are ſaid to be 
bred out of the Corruption of our Members,and 
even out of our Aſhes; Others divide them in« 
to twoparts, the one mortal, and the other im- 

[Cc 3] mortal. 
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-incommon With thoſe of Poeſy ; human Under- 


+ 


| 


1 SEIgneur: de; Montaigne's Eſſays. - Book 1], 
mortal. -- Others make it Corporeal, and never- 


theleks. 'Immartal.. , Some make it Immortal 


withour Science or Knowledg. And there are 
even of us our ſelyes., who have believed, that 
Devils were made of the Souls of the Damned ; 
as Plutarch, thinks, that Gids we made of thoſe 
that were ſaved. For. there are few things 
Which that Author is ſo poſitive in, as he is 4n 


this;: maintaining elſewhere a doubtful and am- 


bigtious way of Expreſſion. We are to hold, 
fays he,and ſteadfafily to believe, that the Souls 
of Virtuotis Men, both according to Nature and 
the divine Juſtice, become Saints, and from 
Saints Demy-Gods, and from Demy-Gods, af- 
ter they are perfectiy, 85 in Sacrifices of Purga- 
tion, cleanſed and purified, being delivered from 


all Paſſibility, and all Mortality, they become 


not by any civil Decree, -but in real Truth, and 
according to all probability of Reaſon, entire 
and perfe&t Gods, in receiving 2 moſt happy 
and glorious End. But who defires to fee him, 
him, Iſay, who is the moſt ſober and moderate 
of the whole Gang of Phzloſophers , lay about 
him with greater Boldneſfs, and relate his Mi- 
raclesupon this Subject, I refer him to his Trea- 
tife of the Moor, and his Damon of Socrates, 
where he may as evidently as in any other place 
whatever, fatisfy himſelf and affirm, that the 
Myſteriesof Philoſophy have many ſtrange things 


ſtanding loſing it ſelf, in attempting to ſound 
and ſearch all things to the Bottom : Even as 


we, tired and worn out with a long courſe of 


Lite, return to Infancy and Dotage. See have 
ny | 5 TY the 


| Chap. Ii. Scigneur de:Montaign's Eſſays. 
the fige and certain Inſtructions, which we ex- 
trafMrom human Knowledg, concerning the 
Soul. Neither is there-lefs Temerity in what 


[355 3 


they teach us touching our' corporal Parts. Let 


us'chooſe out one or two Examples; for other- 
wife we ſhould loſe our ſelves in this vaſt and 
troubled Ocean of Medicinal Errors. Let us firſt 
know, whether at leaſt they agree about the Mat- 
ter,whereof Men produce one another. For as 
to their firſt Production, tt is no wonder if in a 
thing ſo high, and - ſo long ſince paſt, human 
Underſtanding finds it ſelf puzzled and perplex- 
ed. Archelaus the Phyſitian, whoſe Diſciple 
and Favourite Socrates was, according to Ari- 
ftoxenus, faid, that both Men and Beaſts were 
made of a lacteous Slime, expreſt by the Heat 


of the Earth. Pythagoras ſays, that our Seed is x — 


—C 


the Foam or Cream of our better Blood. Plato, 
that it is the Diſtillation of the Marrow of the 
Back-bone, and raiſes his Argument from thus, 


that that part is firſt ſenſible of being weary of 


the Work. A4/cmeon, that it is part of the Sub- 
ſtance of the Brain, and that it1s ſo,fays he, it 
cauſes weakneſs of the Eyes in thoſe who are 
'over-immoderately addicted to that Exercile : 
Demcritus, that it is a Subſtance extra&ted from 
the whole Maſs of the Body : Epicurus, extratt- 
ed from Soul and Body : Ariſtotle, an Excre- 
ment drawn from the Aliment of the laſt Blood 
which 1s diffuſed over all our Members : Others, 
that it is a Blood concocted and digeſted by the 
-heat of the Genitories, which they judg, -4 


+ 


reaſon thatiin exceſſive Endeavours a Man voids 
pure florid Blood : Wherein there ſeems to be - 
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_ the moſt likelyhood;. could a Man: exnly Tag 
apparance from ſoinfinite a Confuſjon, tq 

. bring this Seed:to daits Work, how many con- 
| *þw By Frary Opinions do they -ſet-;on Foot 2 Ariſtotle 
EF - and Democritus are ' of Opinion, that Wamen 
have no Sperm, - and -that -?tis nothing but a 

Sweat that they diſtil in the heat of Pleaſure and 
Motion, that. contributes nothing at all to Ge- 
neration. :Galex on the contrary, and his Fol- 
lowers, believe that without the Concurrence 

of Seeds, there can- be no Generation. Here 

are the Phy/atzans, the Philoſophers, the Lawyers, 

and Divines, by the Ears with our Wives, about 

| the Diſpute, upon what Terms Women conceive 
AcÞ)their Fruit. And I for my part, by the Exam- 
ple of myſelf, ſtickle with thoſe that maintain a 

. Woman going eleven Months with Child. The 
World is  buile upon this Experience + there is 

not fo pitiful a little Female that cannot give 

her Judgment in all theſe; Controverſies ; and 

yet we cannot agree. Here is enough to evi- 


Knowledg of himfelf,' in his corporal, than in his 
ſpiritual Part. -We have propoſed himſelf to 
himſelf, and this Reaſon to his Reaſon, to ſee 
what ſhe could ſay, and,I think,l have ſufficient- 
I ly demonſtrated. how. little ſhe underſtands her 
| + ſelf in her ſelf, And who underſtands not him- 
| P *T| ſelf iv himſelf, wp can by poſſibly —_ 
a. Nat. ſtand ? Quafi vero menſuram ullius rei poſſit age- 
[ _ Gui ſui neſciat. 'As if he could. teu 
| 3" the Meaſure of any other thing, that knows not 


ty 'Flam, in making Map the meaſure. of all 
| me . things, 
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dence; that Man is no better inſtructed in the 


his own. Inearneſt, Protagoras: told as a pret- - 
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i Chap-11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. | 
things, that never-knew ſo much as his own. If 


it be-not he, his Dignity will not permit, that |; 


any: other Creatureqhould have this Advantage. 
Now-he being| fo contrary in himſelf, and one 
Judgment ſo inceſſantly ſubverting another, this 
favorable Propoſition was but a Mockery,which 
induc'd us neceſfarily to concludethe Nullity of 
the Compaſs and the Compaſler ; when 7hales 
reputes the knowledg of Man very difficult for 
Man to Comprehend, heat the fame time gives 
him to underſtand, that all other Knowlege is 
. impoſſible. You, tor whom I have taken the 
Pains, contrary tomy Cuſtom, to write ſo long 
a Diſcourſe, will not refuſe to maintain your 
Sebonde, by the ordinary Forms of Arguing, 
wherewith you are every day iniiruted, nd in 
this will exerciſe both your Wit and Learning: 
For this fancing trick, 15 never to be made uſe 
of, but as an extream Remedy. *Tis a deſpe- 
rate Thruſt wherein you are to quit your own 
Arms, to make your 4dverfary abandon his: 
And a ſecret Slight, which muſt be very rarely, 
and then very reſervedly, put in Praftiſe. *Tis 
' great Temerity to loſe your ſelf, that you may 
deſtroy another, you muſt .not die to be re- 
venged, as Gobrias did : For being hotly grap- 
pled in Combat with a Lord of Perfia, Dari- 
us coming in with his Sword in his Hand, and 
fearing to ſtrike leaſt he ſhould kill Gobrias ; he 
called out to him boldly to fall on,tho' he ſhould 
ran them both thorow at once. I have known 
the Arms and Conditions of ſingle Combat to the 
utmoſt, and wherein he, that offered them, put 
himſelf and his Adverſary upon Terms of _ 
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Seignenr de Montaigness Eſſays.  Book'lI, 
table Death yr them _ cenſured for unjuſt. Þ 
The Portugueſe 'in the Indian Sea took certain 
rk Dalaces' who, impatient of their Capti- 
vity, reſolv'd, and it Tucceded, by ſtriking the 
Nayles of the Ship againſt one another, - and 
making a Spark to fall into the Barrels of Pow- 
der ( that wereſet in theplace,where they were 
gvarded ) to blow and reduce themſfelves,their 
« "Maſters, and the Veſſel to Afhes.We have touch- 
ed the out-Pale and utmoſt Limits of Sciences; 
wherein the Extremity is Vicious, as in Virtue. 
Keep your ſelves in the common Road, it is not 
good to be fo ſubtle and cunning. Remember 
the Zhuſcan Proverb. 
Chi troppo Caſſottiglia, ft ſcavezza. 
Who makes himſelf tuo Wiſe, becomes a Fool. 
Fadviſe you, that, in all your Opinians and Dif- 
ccourfes,as well as in your Manners,and all other 
things, you keep your ſelves moderate and tem- 
perate,and to avoid all Novelty.I am an Enemy 
toall extravagant Ways. You, who by the Au- 
thority of your Grandeur, and yet more by the 
Advantages which thoſe Qualities give you that 
are moſt your own, may with the twinck of an 
Eye command whom you pleaſe, ought to give 
this Caution to ſome one who made Profeſſion 
of Letters,who might after a better manner have 
proved and illuſtrated theſe things to you. But 
here is as much as you will ſtand in rieed of. Epicu- 
rus faid of the Laws,that the worſt were neceſſary 
for ns, and that without them Men would: de- 
And Platoaffirms,that with- 


vour one another. 
out Laws, we ſhould live like Beaſts. 
rit is a wandring, dangerous,” anditeme 


' Utile, it 1s hard to couple any Order. or Mea- 
ſure to it. In thoſe of our own time, who-are 
endued with any rare Excellence above athers;.or 
any extraordinary Vivacity of Underſtanding, 
we ſee them almoſt all laſh out into Licence of 
Opinions and Manners; and *tis almoſt a Mira- 
| cle to find one Temperate and Sociable.  *Tis all 
the. Reaſon in the World to limit human Wit 
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within the ſtricteſt Limits imaginable. In Study, 
as inall the reſt, we ought to have its Steps and 
Advances numbred and fix'd, and that the -L 1- 
mits of its Inquiſition be bounded by A&. It is 


curb'd and tetter'd by Religzens, Laws and-. 
Cultoms, by Sciences, Precepts, mortal.and Imp . 


mortal Penalties : and yet we ſee,that.it eſcapes 
from all cheſe Bounds by its Volubility and Dif- 
folution. *Tisa vain Body which has nothing 
tolay hold on, or to ſeize, a various and difform 
Body, incapable of being either bound or held. 
In earneſt, there are few Souls ſo regular, firm, 
and well deſcended, that are to be truſted with 
their own Conduct; and that can with Mode- 
ration, and without Temerity fayl in the Lt- 


berty of their own Judgments, beyond the com- 


mon and received Opinions. *Tis more expedt- 
ent to put them under Pupillage. Wit is a dange- 
rous f paris | to the Poſicſſor, if he knows 
not diſcreetly how to uſe it, and there is not a 
Beaſt to whom a Head-board is more juſtly to 
be given, to keep his Looks down and before 
his == , and to hinder him from wandring 
here and there out of the Tracks, which Cuſtom 


and the Laws have laid before him. And there- . 


fore it will much better become you to keep 
i your 


' Chap. 171. - Seigneur/de Montaigne's. Effays. f 37 91 
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380]  - Selgrcur te Montaignes E/ays. Book If. | 
| your ſelves'in the beaten Path, let it be what it 
will, than'to fly our ata venture with this un- 
bridled Liberty, Bur if any of theſe new Dottors, } 
will pretend fo be ingenious in your Preſence, at 


the-Expence,both ot your Soul and his own, to 
avoid this 'dangerous Plague, which is every F . 

day laidin your way to intect you, this Preſer- F x 
vative, in the extreameſt Neceſflity, will prevent | -. 

| the Danger, and hinder the Contagion of this | | 
Poifon from offending either you or your Com- Þ| p, 

; pany. The Libertythen, and frolick Forward- F - 
nefs of theſe antient Wits, produced in Philoſo- NF , 

phy and, kuman Sciences, ſeveral Sefs of dif- }| x 
ferent Opinions, every one undertaking to Judg, | 
and make choiſe of what he would ſtick to an x 

| maintain. But now that Men go all one way : | c 
Cicero, Oui certjs quibuſdam deſtinatiſque ſententiis ad- Þ} |, 
aitti & conſecrati ſant, ut etiam, qua non Ppro- C 
bant, cogantur defendere. Who are ſo tyed and |} 1, 
obliged 'to certain Beliefs, that they are bound to } q 


actend even thiſe they do not approve : and that 

ww , Wereceivethe Arts by civil Authority and De- | , 
ecgz x cree: So that the Schools have but one Pattern, | 1 
and a like circumſcribed Inſtitution and Diſci- l 
\ 


Rm _—_——— << ren—_— 


E: - x) pline, we no more take notice what the Coyn 


weighs, and is really worth ; but every one r9- 
ceives it according to the Eſtimatethat common | , 
Approbation puts upon it: The Alloy is not dif || 
puted, but how much it is currant for; and in o 
. Iike manner allthings paſs. We take Phyfick as || * 
we do Geometry aad Tricks of Hocus-pocus, En- |} | 
chantments, Codpiece- Points, the Correſpondence t 
of the Souls of the Dead, Prognoſtications, Do- 
mifcations, and ſo much as this ridiculous "4 
| ait 
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Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaignes Efſays/. 
ſuit of the Philoſophers Stone, all things pals for 
currant Pay, without any manner of-Scruple or 
Contradiction. We need to know nohore, but 
that Mars his Houſe is in the middle of the Tri- 
angle of the Hand, that of Yexus inthe Thumb, 

_ and that of Mercury in the little Finger;” that 

when the Table-Line cuts the Tubercle of the. 
Fore-Fingers, *tis a ſign of Crue!ty:;: that when 
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it falls ſhort of the middle Finger; and-that the Sign of 


natural Median-Line makes an Angle: wirh: the: 


Cruelty, 


Vital in the fame fide, *tis afign qt-+ miferable'6f : mie- 
Death; That if in a Woman the natural Line 74%; +: 


be open, and does not cloſe the Angle with the n 


cat, 1. 


Vital, denotes thar ſhe ſhall not be. very Chaſt. of V*-.. 
leave you to judg, whether a Man,thus qualified, chafttl. | 


may not paſs with Reputation and Eſteem in all 
Companies. Theophraſt:us faid, that human Ktiow- 
ledg,guided:by the Sences,” miglit judg iof the 
Cauſes of things to. a cettain degxee 4: but thar ! 
being arriv*d to firſtand extream Cauſes, muſt! 
"ey and retire, by 'reaſon either of its own'! 
infirmity, or | the duticulty. of -things./-: 'Tis' 
a moderate and gentle: Opinion, 'that, aur. own 
Underilandings may condurt us to the knows 
ledge of ſome: things, and that'it has: certain 
Meaſures of Power, :beyond which, *ris-Teme- 
rity to employ it. . This Opinion. is plauſible, 
and introduced by Men of well-composd Minds; 
but *tis hard to limit our Wit, *cis curious and 
greedy, and will no more ſtop at a thouſand, 
than at filty Paces. Having my felt expert- 
mentally found, rhat wherein one has failed, 
the other has hit, and that what was unknown 
to one Age, the Age following has explain'd E 
an 
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. Seigneur: de Montaign's Eſſays. -Book Il, |. 


Mould;but are-form'd andperfetted by degrees, 
by. often-handling and. === as Bears lei- 
ſurely -lick their Cubs into ſhape ; what my 
Force cannot: diſcover, I do not yet defilt to 
ſound and'to try : But handling and kneading 
this new Matter over, . and over again, by turn- 
ing and heating it, I lay open to hitn, that ſhall 


. ſucceed me, akind of Facility to injoy it more at 
' higeaſe; and make it more-maniable and ſu 
. Jort him t5 ++——at Hymettia. ſole 


pple 


Cera' remolleſcit, tratiataque pollice multas 
Vertitur in facies,” ipſoque fit utilis uſu. 
As Wax does ſofter in the Sun become, 
Anditemper'd twixt the Finger & the Thumb, | 
; Will various Forms, and fev*ral Shapes admit, 
- Till for the preſent uſe *t1s rendred fit. 
As much will the ſecond:do'to the third, ' which 
is the: cauſe that rhe difficulty ought not to. 
make: me deſpair, and my.own Imbecillity, as 
lirtle ;- for'tis:nothing, but my own.. Man is! 
as capable of all things, as of ſome: Anditf he 
confeſſes, as Theopbraſtiis fays, the ignorance of 
firſt Cauſes, let hint hard by ſurrender to me! 
all the reſt of his Knowledge : If he is defeXtive 
in Foundation, his Reaſon is on the Ground : 
Diſputation and Inquiſition have no other aim, 
nor ſtop but: Principles, if this do not ſtopihis 
Carreer, he runs into an infinite Irreſolution, 
Non poteſt aliud alio magis minuſve comprehend, 
quoniam omnium rerum una eſt definitio comprehen- 
dendi : One thing can nomore be comprehended than 
axother, becauſe the definition of comprehending all 
things is the fame. Now *tis very likely, __ 
| t 


''Chapit1. Seigneur de Montaigeys Eſſays, : (3838 2 
if the: Soul knew any thing, it would in the” - t-:) | 
firſt place know it ſelf, and it it knew any thing % 
out of it ſelf, it would be its own:Body and Caſe; 
before any thing elſ{e.If we ſee the Grds of Phyſick + 
to this very day debating about our Anatomy. 
* — Mulctber in Trojam, pro Treja ſtabat Apolto: Ovid Tr. 
' Vulcan againſt, for Troy Apollo ſtood.  lib.r.E1.2- 
When are we to expect, that they will be: 
agreed? We are nearer Neighbours to our ſelves, 
than the whiteneſs of Snow, or the weight 'of* 
Stone are to us. If Man does not know him-!x ®) 
ſeif, how ſhould he know his Forces and Fins © 
 Ctions > It_is not peradventure, that we hive: 
not ſome real Knowledge in us ; but'tis by: 
chance ; and-foraſmuch as Errors are recerved- 


into-our Soul by the ſame way, after the {attic 
manner, and by the Tame Cond uy, it has' nor” 
wherewithal to diſtinguiſh theo, rior whete-/ 


withal to chuſe the Truth 'from Falſh6od.! Phe 
Academicks admitted a certain Partldliry of Jutlge4 

|} ment; .and thought 1t too erude to'fay, that: 
it was not more likely, that Snow: was white,” 
than black, and that we were 'no' more afſard” 

| of the motion of a Stone, thrown bythe'hand, 
than of that of the eighth Sphear. And.to avoid: 
this difficulty and' ſtrangeneſs, that can, in 

- truth, hardly lodg in our Imagination ; though 
tney did conclude, that we were in-no ſort ca- 
pable of Knowledge, and that Trurh iis ingulfed 
in fo profound' an Abyſs,as 15 not to be penetra-* 
ted'by Human Sight : Yet do they acknowledge: 
ſomething to be more likely than others, and 
receiv'd into their Judgment this Faculty, that 
they had a power to incline to one apparence 
more 
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; more than; another.. They allow'd- him- this } 
 Propeniion, interdiQting; all Refolution. -' The; | 
Pyrrhonians Opinon is more bold, and alſo more 
| likely. For this Academick Inclination., and! 
this. Propenſion to one Propoſition rather than; 
another ; what 1is-1t other, than a Diſcovery of 
: ſome more apparent Truth in this,; than in that? 
If, our Underſtanding be capable of. the: Form, 
Lineaments, Comportment and Face of Truth, 
it might as well {ee it intire, as by halves,fpring- 
ing..and imperfect. This apparence of likelt- 
hogd, which.makes them rather take the [ eft; 
hand, than the Right, augmentsit: Multiply 
this Ounce of, Veriſimilitude, {that turns, the: 
Seales to a hundred, to a thouſand: Ounees,: it- 
wilt happen. in the end, that the Ballance-will 
it ſelf end the Controverſie, and determine.one: 
Choice, and intire Truth. 'But::why -do they. 
| ſuffer themſelves to incline-to, ;and be ſway'd. 
by. Veri{imilitude, if they know not the Truth? 
How ſhould they: know the Similitude. of that; 
whereof they do not know the Eſſence : Either 
we.can abſolutely. judge, or abſolutely we can- 
not., .If..our intellectual and ſenſible Faculties 
are without Foot or Foundation ; if they. only 
| hull and drive, *tis to no purpoſe that we ſuffer 
our. Judgments to be carried away with any 
thing of their . Operation, what apparence- ſ0- 
ever they may ſeem to preſent us. And the 
ſureſt and moſt happy Seat of our Underſtand-. 
ing would be thar, where it kept it felf rempe- 
i} rate, upright and inflexible, without totteting, 
} Cic. Acad, Or Withour agitation. Zxter viſa, vera, aut fal- Ar 
i Jib4. Fa, ad animi afſenſum, nihil intereſt, Amongſt | pt 
f things | 
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' Chap.'rt. Seigheur de Montaign's Eſſays. * [7385 

things that-ſeem, whether true or falſe, it ſignifies A 
wothing to the aſſent of the mind, That things x'Jc ay 
do; not lodge in us in their Form and Eſſence, _ * 


4 


and do not there make thetr entry by their own 
” Force and Aiithority, we ſufficiently fee, Be- 
cauſe if_it were ſo, we ſhould receive them af- 
rer the ſame manner: Wine would have rhe X) 
ſame rehih with the f{:ck, as with the healthful). 
He who has his Finger chaptor Lenunyd, would 


— — —O—— 


handles, that another dors. Strange Subjets 
then ſurrender themſclves to our Mercy, and 
are ſeated in us as we pleale. Now if on our Fx) 
part we diil receive any thing without altera- 
tion, if Human Graſp were capable and firong 
enough to ſeize on Truth by our own means, 
be:nz common to all Men, this Truth would 
be convey'd from hand to hand from one to 
another ; and at leaſt rhere would be fome one 
thing to be found in the World amongſt To ma- 
ny as therc are, that would be believ'd by Men 
with an univerſal Conſent. But this, that there 
is no one Propoſition, that is not debated and 
controverted amongſt us, or that may not be, 
| Makes it very maniteſt, that our Natural Judg- 
mnt does not very clearly diſcern what it im- 
braces : For my Judgment cannot make my 
Companions approve of what it approves: Which 
is a ſign that I ſeiz'd it by ſome other means, 
than by a Natural Power that is in me, and in 
all other Men. - Let us lay aſide this infinite 
Confuſion of Opinions, which we fee even 
amongſt the Philoſophers themſelves, and tins 
perpetual and univerſal Diſpute about the 
[ DA ] know- 


402]  Seigneur ae Montaigns Eſſays. Book Il.” } 
"18 9 x Knowledge of things. For this. is "truly pre- / 
ſuppos'd, thar Men, I mean the moſt know- |. 
| ing, the beſt born, and of the beſt parts, are 
X) not agreed about any one thing : Not that Hea- 
wen is over our heads : For: they that doubt of 
every thing, do alſo doubt of that; and they 
who deny that weare able to comprehend any 
thing, fay, that we have not comprehended, 
that the Zeaver 1s over our heads, and theſe 
two: Opinions are without compariſon the 
» ſtronger in number. Beſides this infinite Di- 
verſity and Diviſion, through the Trouble that 
our Judgment gives our ſelves, and the Incer- 
tainty that every one 1s ſenſible of in himſelf, 
tis eaſie to perceivethat its Seat 1s very unſta- 
ble and unſecure. How variouſly do we judge 
of rhings > How often do we alter our Opini- 
ons? What I hold and believe to day, I hold 
and believe with my whole Belief: All my In- 


] 
| 
t 
E 
{truments and Engines ſeize and take hold of || t 
t 
Y 
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this Opinion, and become reſponſible to me 
For it, at leaſt as much as in them lyes; I could 
not imbrace, nor conſerve any Truth with 
arcater confidence aud aſſurance. than I do this. | a 
| 2m wholly and intirely poſleſsd with it: But Þ a 
has it not befallet-me not only once, but a || p 
thouſand times every day to have imbracd | ſu 
ſome other thing with all the ſame Inſtruments, 
and in the ſame condition, which I have ſince || o! 
Judgd to be falſe? A Man mult at leaſt become 
wiſeat his own expence. If I have often found Þv: 
my felt betrayed under this colour, if my || th 
Touch prove ordinarily falſe, and my Ballance 
 ynequal and unjuſt, what aſſurance can m_—_ | 
ave 
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1 Chap-tr. Sejgrexr de Montaign's E//ays, [403 
have; more, than at other times? Is it not ygf.—+3 
ſtupidity and madneſs: to ſuffer my ſelf ro be w 
ſo'often, deceivd by my Guide? Nevertheleſs 
ſet: Fortune remove and ſhift us five hundred 

times from place ro place, let her do nothing 
but inceſſantly empty and fill into our Beliet, 
as into a. Veſſel, other and other Opinions ; 
yer-ſtill the preſent and the laſt is the certain 
and infallible : For this we muſt abandon Goods, . 
Honour, Life, Health and all. 
 _ =»»-Poſterzor res la reperta Lucret. 
Perdit, & immutat ſenſus ad priſtina queque, "ib: 5. 
The laſt thing we find out 1s always beſt, x) 
And makes us to difreliſh all the reſt, w 
Whatever 1s preach'd to us, and whatever we 
learn, we ſhould ſtill remember, thart it is Man 
that gives, and Man that receives ; 'tis a mor- 
tal Hand that preſents it to us, 'tis a mortal | 
Hand that accepts it. The things that come 
tous from Heaven, havethe ſole Right and Au- 
thority of Perſuaſion, the ſole mark of Truth: 
Which alſo we do not fee with our own Eyes, 
nor receive by our own means: That Great 
and Sacred Image could not abide in ſo wretched 
2 Habitation, it God for this end did not pres 
pare it, if God did not by his particular and 
ſupernatural Grace and Favour, fortifie and re 
form it : Atleaſt our frail and defe&tive conditi- 
\ | on ought to make us comport our ſelves with 
; | more reſervedneſs and moderation in our Inno- 
| vations and Change. We oughtto remember, 
" | that whateyer we receive into the Underſtand- 
| ing, we often receive things that are falſe, and 
"| that it is by the fame Inſtruments that fo of- 
[Dd 2] ten 
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Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 3 Book IP 

ten:;gives themſelves the Lie; and are fo oft-de-. 
ceiv'd. + Now it is no: wonder they ſhould fo of- 
ten' contradict themſelves; being ſo-eafie to be 
| ..-,6..: turnd and ſway*d*by' very light Occurrences, 
 (evTF« It is certain that our Apprehenſions, : our Judg- 


ment, and the Facultiesof the Soul in general, 
ſuffer according to the Movements and Alte-: 
rations of the Body ; which Alterations are 

x) continual. Are not our Wits more ſpritely, 
our Memories more prompt and quick, and our 
Meditations more lively in Health, than in 
Sickneſs ? Do not Joy and Gayety make us re- 
ceive SubjeXts that preſent themſelves to our 
Souls, quite otherwiſe tha Care and Melancho- 
ly ? Do you believe that Catelus his Verſes, or 
thoſe of Sappho pleaſe an old doting Mrſer, as 
they do a vigorous and amorous. Young-man ? 
Cleomenes the Son of Anaxandridas being ſick, 
his Friends reproach'd him, that he had Hus« 
mours and Whimſies that were new and un- 
accuſtom'd ; 7 believe it, faid he, neither am 
the ſame Man now, as when I am in health : Being 
| , now another thing, my Opinions and Fancies are 
| *Acw<x alſo other than they were before. Tn our Courts 
8 9 of Juſtice, this word which is ſpoken of Crimi- 
nals, when they find the Judges in a good Hu- 
mour, gtntle and mild, Gaudeat de bona fortuna, 
Let him rejoyce in his good Porune, is much in 
uſe.. For if is moſt certain that Mens Judg- 
ments are ſometimes more prone to Condem- 
nation, more ſharp and ſevere ; and at others 
more facile, eaſie, and inclin'd to excuſe. He 
that carries with him from his Houſe, the pain 
of the Gout, Jealouſie or Theft by his M 


an, ha- 
ving 
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ving his: whole Soul poſſeſt with Grief and An- 


ger, /it/ 3s not to be doubted but that his Judg- - 


ment-will lean this way. That venerable Senate, 
of the Areopagites, was want to hear and deter- 
mine by night, for tear leſt the fight of the Par- 


ties' might corrupt their Juſtice, The very | 


Air it elf, and the Serenity of Heaven, will 
cauſe ſome. mutation in us, according, to theſe 
Greek- Verſes in Cicero. 


Tales i ſunt hominum mentes, quali pater ipſe Grero ex 
ncerto. 


Fuppiter, . auctifera Iuſtravit lampade terr.1s. 

The Minds of Men do in the Weather ſhare, 

Dark or ſerene, as the Gay's foul or tair. ' 
'Tis .not,,only Feavers, Debauches, and great 
Accidentpthat overthrow our Judgments; the 


leaſt Ehing 5s in the World will do it. We are 


not todoubt, though we are not ſenſible of it, 
but that if a continued Feaver can overwhelm 
the" Soul, a 7ertian will in ſome proportionate 
meaſure alter it. If an Apoplexy can ſtupifie, 
and totally extinguiſh the ſight of our Under- 
ſtanding, we are not todoubt but that a great 
Cold-will dazzle it. And conſequently there is 
hardly one ſingle hour _in a Man's whole Life, 


wherein our Judgment_is in its due place and 


right condition, our Bodies being {ubject to fo 
many continual mutations, and ſtuffed with ſo 
many ſeveral forts of Springs and Devices, that 
] believe Phyficians how hard it is, but that 
there muſt be always ſome one or other out of 


order. As to what remains, this Malady does 
not very eaſily diſcover it ſelf, unleſs it be 'ex- 
tream and paſt remedy : Foraſmuch as reaſon 
-goes always lame, "I'F and that as well 
[D443 
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© Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 11. 

with Falſhood, | as with Truth; ” arid therefore 
*7s hard to diſcover her Deviations and Miſtakes. 
I always call that appearance of meditation 
which every. one forges in himſelf, reaſon : This 
reaſon, of the condition of which, there may be 
a hundred contrary ones about one and the fame 
Subje&t, 41s an Inſtrument of Lead and of Wax, 
ductile, plyable and accommodable-to all ſorts 
of Bias's, and to all Meaſures ; ſo that nothing re- 
mains but the Art and Skill, how to turn and 


| : 2+ *; mould it. How uprightly ſoever a-Judge may 


£-'5+” refolve to demean himſelf, if he be not well look:d 
[ to himſelf, which few are careful to do, his In- 
clination to Friendſhip, to. Relation,?ro' Beauty 
or Revenge, and not only things of!thit weight, 
but even the fortuitous inſtinct, that” 
f Fray one thing more than another, ''and that 
. without the Reaſons leave. puts the Choice upon 
us_in two equal Subjedts; = ow Shadow "of 
like Vanity, ' may _inſenſibly infinuate into his 
Judgment, the recommendatian- or diſfavour of 
* a Cauſe, and make the' Ballance dip. T, that 
watch my ſelf as narrowly asI can, and that have 
my Eyes continually bent upon my ſelf, like one 
, that has no great buſineſs elſewhere to do ; 
Fort: O11 n—gzis ſub Areto | 
| Dde.26. Rex gelide mettatur org, 
| Quid Tyridatem terreat, unit 
Securus.—— | 
* | ==——ſeenre whatever King 
Does rule the ſtubborn North, or whatſoere 
The mighty Tiridates puts in fear: 
Dave hardly tell the Vanity and Weakneſs T find 
19 my Bf; My Foot jsfo unſtable, and flands fo 
RET; EP | tickie 


other Man, than when full ; if Health and a tair 


CU A 


leſs and caſual Actions within myſelf. Either I am 
poſſeſt by Melancholy, or ſway'd by Choler; now 
by its own private Authority, Sadneſs predomi- 
nates in me, and by and by I am as merry as a 
Cricket, When I take a Book in hand, I have then 
diſcovered admirable Gracesin ſuch and ſuch Paſ- 
ſages,and ſuch as haveſ{trook mySoul,let me light 
upon them at another time, I may turn and toſs, 


. tumble and rattle the Leaves to muc!t purpoſeytis _ 


then to me an inform and undifcover'd Maſs. E- 
ven in my own Writings, I do not always find the 


Aire of my firſt Fancy : I know not whatl would 


have ſaid, but am often put to it to corre and 
pump for a new Sence, becauſe have loſt the firſt 
that was better. I do nothing but go and come: my 
Judgment does not always advance, it floates and 
romes, velut minuta magyo 

Deprenſa navis in mari velaniente vento. 

Like a ſmall Bark upon the ſwelling Main, 

When Winds does ruffle up the liquid Plain. 
| Very often ( as Iamapt todo) having for Sports 
[Dd 4] ſake 


' Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. T49 5" 
tickle, I find myſelf ſo apt to totter andreele,and x Fea, 
my Sight ſo diſordered, that faſting 1 am quite an- ' 1 


Catullus. 
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ſake undertaken to maintain an Opinion contrary 
to my own, my Mind bending and appiying it felt 
that way, does fo rarely engage men theQuar- 

re), that I no more diſcerg the Reaſon of my tor- 


© by the Sideto which encline, beit what it will, 
and carried away by my own W eight. Every one 
would almoſt fay theſame of himlelt, if he con- 


that the Emotions which ſteals upon them in 
ſpeaking, does animate them towards Beliet ; and 
thatin Paſſion we are more fit in the Detence of 
our ur Propoſition, take our ſelves a deeper Impref- 
ſion of it, and imbrace it with greater Vehemence 
and Approbation, than we do 1n our colder and 
« more temperate Senſe. You only give your 
Councel a imple Breviate of your Cauſe, he returns 
you a dubious and uncertain Anſwer, by which 
you find him indifferent,which {ide he rakes: Have 
you {eq him well that he may reliſh it the better, 
does he begin to be really; concern'd, and do you 
find him truly intereſted and zealous in your 
Quarrel? His Reaſon and Learning will by de- 
grees grow hot in your Cauſe, behold an appa- 
rent and undobted Truth preſents itſelf to his Un- 
derſtanding,he diſcovers a new Light in your Bu- 
ſineſs, and does in good earneſt Believe, arid per- 
ſuade hirnſelf that it is ſo. Nay Ido not know 
Z) | whether the Ardour that ſprings trom Spite and 
| Obſtinacy, againſt the Power and Violence of the 
| Magiſtrate and Danger ; or the Intereſt of Repu- 
| tation, may it not thave made ſome Men even to 
' the Stake maintain the Opinion, for which at Li- 
(berry, and amongſt Friends, he would not hive 
burn 


 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. | Book 11. 


mer Bclief, and jorſake it. 1 am as 1t were miſlead. 


hex ſidered himſelf as Ido. Preachers very well know, 


<- fd. ww A; ak wo A%> 1) Aw = wwe O£#t.ao..i.ccc TL. 


bf RE 26d ODOR LE oY ae ane * : hy Wa ay G EY 


burn'd his Finger. The Shocks and Juſtles, that ' 
the Soul receives from the Bodies Paſlions.. can do 
-muchin it, but its own can doa great deal more: 
To which it is ſo ſubjeted, thar peradventure it 
is to be made good, that it has no other Pace and 
Motion, but trom the Breath of thoſe Winds, 
withour the Agitation of which, -1t would be be- 
cainvd and without Action, like a Ship in the 
middle of the Sea, to which rhe Winds have de- 
nyed their Aſſiſtance. And whoever ſhould main- 
tain this, ſiding with the Peripatetick, would do 
'us no great Wrong. 5Sceing it 1s very well known, | x) 
that the greateſt and moſt noble Actions of the | | 
Soul proceed from, and ſtand in need of, this Im- | 
pulſe of Paſſions. Valour, they ſay, cannot be | 
perte& without the aſſiſtance of Anger. | 
Semper Ajax fortis, fortiſſimus tamen in furore, Cicero. 
Hjax was always brave, but moſt when mad, T9 14- 
Neither do we encounter the Wicked and the E- 
nemy vigorouſly enough, it we be not angry : | 
Nay the Advocate is to inſpire the Fudges with | ®). A 
Indignation, to obtain Juſtice. Illicite Deſires dif-- E 
ordered Themiſtocles and Demoſthenes, and have . 
puſh'd on the Philoſophers to Watching, Faſting, 
and Pilgrimages ; and lead us to Honour, Learn- 
ing and Health, which are all ww uſeful Ends. n 
And this meannefs of Soul in ſuffering Anxiety | 4 <fr:* : 
and Trouble, ſerves to breed Penitency and Re- | 


pentance in the Conſcience, and to make us ſen- 
ſible of the Scourge of God, and politick Correti- 
on for the Chaſtiſement ofour Offences. Com | 
paſſion is a Spur to Clemency and Prudence ; and 
th Prudence of preſerving and governing our 
ſelves is rous'd by our Fear ; and how many brave 
| Actions 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's' Eſſays, Book II, 
Aftions by Ambition ? How many by Preſump- | 
Y. FEY tion?Finally there is no brave and ſpiritual Virtue, 
" T=|-withour ſomeirregular Agitation. Should it not 
be one of the Reaſons that moy'd the Fpicureans 
to diſcharge God from all Care and fſolicitude of 
L our Afairs, becauſe even the E ets of his Boun- 
A ty could not be exercisd in our Behalf, without 
diſturbing his Repoſe, by the Means of Paſſions, 
which are as ſo many Spurs and Inſtruments 
pricking on the Soul to vertuous Actions? or have 
they thought otherwiſe, and taken them for Tem- 
| . peſts, that ſhamefully hurry the Soul from her 
' Gcero., Tranquility ? ©? mars tranquillitas intelligitur, 
Ibid.1. 5. wulla ne minima quidem, aura fluttus commovente : 
Sic animi quietus & placatus ſtatus cernitur ; quum 
perturbatio nulla eſt qua" moveri queat. AS it is 
| underſtood to be a Calm at Sea, when there is aot the 
leaſt Breath of Air ſtirring : So the State of the 
Soul is diſcern'd to be quiet and appeaſed, when 
Br cg there is no Perturbation to move it, What varie- 
cf tys of Senſe and Reaſon, what contrariety of Ima- 
ginations does the Diverſity of our Paſſions inſpire 
us with 2 What Aſſurance than can we take of a 
thing ſo mobile and unſtable, ſubjet by its Con- 
dition to the Dominion of Trouble, and never 
YM x\going other than a forced and borrowedPace? If 
Fe )our Judgment be in the Power even of Sickneſs 
- and Perturbation : If it be from Folly and Teme- 
| rity, that it is held to receive the Impreſſion of 
4 things, what Aſſurance can we expect from it? 
\ -X) Is it not a great Boldneſs in Philoſophy, to _be- 
lieve that Men perform the greateſt Actions, and 
neareſt approaching the Divinity, when they are 
. Furious, Mad, and beſides themſelves ? We bet- 
: ter 
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| Chap. TH Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
ter our ſelves by the Aſtoniſhmentand Privation 


| ſurprize the Soul on a ſuddain, without giving 1 


of Reaſon. The two natural Ways to enter in- 
to the Cabinet of the Gods, and there to foreſee 
the Courſe of Deſtiny are Fury and Sleep. This 
is pleaſant to conſider. By rhe Difſlocation that 
Paigions cauſe in our Reaſon, we muſt become 
Vertuous: By its Extirpation occaſioned by Mad- 
neſs, as the Image of Death, we become Dzviners 
and Prophets. 1 was never fowilling to believe 


Philoſophy in any thing, as this. *Tis a Pure . 


Enthuſtaſme, wherewith Sacred Truth has inſpir'd 


the Spirit of Philoſophy, which makes it confeſs - 


contrary to its own Propoſition, that the moſt 
calm, compoſed, and healthful Eſtate of rhe Soul, 
that Pbiloſophy can ſeat it in, isNot its beſt Condi- 
tion. Our waking is more aſkep, than Sleep it 
ſelf; our Wiſdom leſs Wife than Folly : Our 
Dreams are worth more than our Meditation ; 


. and the worſt Place we can take is 1n our ſelves. 


But does not Philoſophy think that we are V Viſe 
enough to conſider, that the Voice that the Spirit 
utters, when diſmiſt from Man, fo clear-ſighted, 
ſo great, and ſo perfe&t, and whillt it is in Man 
ſo terreſtrial Ignorant and dark, 1s a Voice pro- 
ceeding from the Spirit of a dark, terreſtrial and 
ignorant Man ; and for this Reaſon a Voice not to 
be truſted and believed 2 I have nogreat Experi- 
ence 'of theſe vehement Agitations, being of a 
ſoft and heavy Complexion, the moſt of which 
it 

leiſure to recolle& it ſelf. But the Paſſion, that 
is ſaid to be produced by Idleneſs in the Hearts 
of young Men, tho? it proceed leifarely,and with 
a meaſured Progreſs, does evidently n_— - 
, thoſe 
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| ' ſo much as follow them, /if-rhey do nor hale me 


_ 


thoſe who have tryed egos its Power; the 


Violence our Judgment ſuffers 1n this Alteration 
and-Converſion. . I have formerly attempted to 
withſtand and repel it. - For am ſo far from be- 
ing one of thoſe who invite Vices, that [.do not 


along : I perceiv'd it to fpring,grow and encreaſe 
in deſpight of my Reſiſtance; and at laſt, living 
and ſeeing as I was, wholy to ſeize and poſleſs me; 
ſo that, asit newly rougd frum Drunkenneſs, the 
Images of things began to appear to me quite 0- 
ther than they were wontto be : Tevidently ſaw 
the Perſon, [ deſired, grow andencreaſe in Advan- 
ages of Beauty, -and toexpand and blow fairer by 
the influence:of. my Imagination, the Difficulties 
of my Actempt-$0' grow more eaſy and ſmooth ; 
and both my Reaſon and Conſcience to be laid 
aſide : But this Fire being evaporated in an In- 
ſtant, as from a flaſh of Lightning, I was aware 
thit my Soul reſurrd another kind of Sight, and 
another fort of Eſtate, and another Judgment. 
The Difficulties of my Retreat appear'd great and 
invincible,and the ſame rhings had quite another 
Taſt and Aſpect, than the heat of Deſire had pre- 
ſented them to me. Than which Pyrrho himſelf 


knows nothing more truly. We are never without 


Sickneſs. Agues have their hot and cold Fits; from 
the Effects of an ardent Paſſion,we fallagain to ſhi- 
vering. As muchas Thad advanc'd,ſo much Iretir'd. 
| Quatlss ubi alterno procurrens gurgite pontus, 
Nunc ruit ad terras ſcopuliſque ſuperjacit undam, 
Spumeus, extremamgue finu perfundit arenam : 
Nunc rapidus retro, atque eftu revoluta reſorbens 
S xa fugit, littuſque vado labente reliquit. 
As 


Seigneur de Montaignes Eſſays. .* Book IF, 
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Chap:zz. Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. 

Þ As ſpumy Nepraze with repeated VVaves, 

- Now the pale Shoar,and craggy Beaches laves, 
And like a Drunckard vomits up the Sand, 
That deepeſt lay in heaving Tides to Land ; 
And now retiring thence, as loud does roare, 
Sucking, in Pebbles from the new waſlyd Shore. 

Now from the Knowlege of this Volubility of 

mine, | have accidentally begot in myſelfa certain 

Conſtancy of Opinions, and have not much al- 

tered thoſe that were firſt and natural in me. For 

what Apparence ſoever there may be in Novelty, 


I do not eaſily change, for fear of loſing by the ; 


Bargain : And befides,l am not capable of chuſing, 
I take other Mens Choice, and keep myſelf in 
the Station wherein God has plac'd me, I could not 
otherwiſe keep myſclt trom 'perpetual rouling. 
Thus have, by the Grace of God,preſerved my ſelf 
entire, without Anxiety or trouble of Conſcience, 
amidit fo many Sets and Diviſions, as our Age 
has produced. The Writings of the Ancients, the 
beſt Authors I mean, being full and ſolid, tempt 
and carry me which way almoſt they will: He, 
that I am reading, ſeems always to have the moſt 
Force, and I findthatevery one has Reaſon, tho' 
they contradict one another. The Facility that 
good Wits have of rendring every thing likely 
they would recommend; and that nothing is ſo 
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ſtrange, to which they do not undertake to give 
Colour enough to deceive ſuch a Simplicity as 
mine, this does evidently ſhew the Weakneſs of 
their Teſtimony. The Heaven and the Stars have 
been three thouſand Years in Motion, and all the 
World were of that Belief, till Cleanthes the Sa- 
man," or ( according to Theophraſtus ) Nicetas of 
Siracuſa 
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 Lucr. 1.5. Sic volvenda etas commuta tempora rerum, 


[Ariſtotle's has been overthrown by this, a third Invention in 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſays, Book Il. 

Siracuſa unbethought him: to maintain that it was 
the Earth that mov'd, turning about the Axis by 
the oblique Circle of the Zodiack. And Coper- 
nicus has in our times ſo.grounded this Doctrine, 
that it very regularly ſerves to all 4/?ro/ogical Con- 
ſequences. What uſe can we make of this, if nor, 
that we ought not much to care, which is the true 
Opinion?And who knows but that a third,a thou- 
fand Years hence,may overthrow the two former? 


g—m— mY 


wodque fuit in pretio, fit nullo 'denique honore, 
an w/o fink, & e contemptibus exit, 
Tnque dies magis appetitur, floretque — 
Laudibus,” & miro eſt mortales inter honore. 
Things are ſo chang'd by Revolution, 
That what had Credit once, had after none, 
To which ſome other things deſpis'd, before, 
Suceeds, & grows in Vogue ſtill more Ez more, 
” And once receiy'd, all Praiſe too little ſeems, 
So highly itis rais'd in Mens Eſteems. 
So that whenany new Dottrine preſents it ſelf to 
us, we have great Reaſon to miſtruſt; and to con- 
ſider that betore that was ſet on foot, the contra- 
ry had been generally received ; and that as that 
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time tocome,may ſtart up which may damn the 
ſecond. Before the Principles that Ariſtotle in- 
troduced were in Reputation, other Principles con- 
fented human Reaſon, as theſe ſatisfie us now, 
What Patent have theſe People, what particular 
Privilege,that the Carreer of our Invention muſt 
be ſtoped by them, and that to them ſhould ap- 
pertain the Poſſeſſion of our whole future Belief ? 
They are no more exempt from being thruſt =_ 
| ® 
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FF Chap-11. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
of Doors than their Predecefſors were. When 
any one preſſes me witha new Argument,l ought. 
to believe,that what I cannot anſwer, another can: 4 
For to believe all Likelyhoods that a Man can- | <£5 07. - 
not confute, 1s great Simplicity : It would by | 
that means come to paſs, thatall the Vulgar, (and 
we are all of the Vulgar, + would have their Be , 
lief as turnable as a Weathercock : For the Soul s fev?©* | 
being fo eaſy to be impoſed upon, and without 
any Reſiſtance, muſt of force inceſſantly receive 
other and other Impreſſions, thelaſt ſtilleffacing | 
all Footſteps, of that which went before. He thar 2;< 0 D . 
finds himſelf weak, ought to anſwer according to + 
Practice, that he will ſpeak with his Councel, or 

. ref.r himſelf to the Wiſe, from whom he receiv'd 
his Inſtruction. How long is it that Phy/ick has + 
been practiſed in the World > *Tis ſaid, that a new 
Commer,call'd Paracelſus, changes and over- 
throws the whole Order of antient Rules, and 
maintains that till now, it has been of no other. 
uſe, but to kill Men. I do believe that he will 
eaſily make this good : But I do not think it were 
Wiſdom to venture my Life in making tryal of 2 
his own Experience. V Ve are not to believe eve- 26 Fro | 
ry one, (ſays the Precept) becauſe every one can | 
fay all things. A Man of this Profeſſion of No- 
velties and Phyſical Reformations, not long ſince 
told me, that all the Axcients were notoriouſly 
miſtaken in the Nature and Motions of the Winds, 
which he would evidently demonſtrate to me, ifI 
would give him the hearing. After I had with 
ſome Patience heard his Arguments, which were 
all full of likelyhood of Truth :: What then ſaid I, 
did thoſe that fail'd according to7heophraſtus,make 

way 
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” 400] Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſas. . 
|.” way Weſtward, when they had the Prow towa:ds 

the Eaſt! did they go Sideward or Backward? 

That's Fortune, anſwered he ; but fo it 15, thar 
| ' they were miſtaken. I then replyed, that [ had 
4 £02"; rather tollow Effets than Reaſon. Now theſe 
: are things rhat often interfere, and I have been 


-  Fagues Pelletier told me at my own Houle, tit 
he had found out two Lines ſtretching them!elves 
one towards the other to meet, which neverthe- 
leſs he affirmed, though extended to all Infinity, 

- could never happen to touch one another ; and 
the Pyrrhonians make no other uſe of their Argu- 
ments and their Reaſon, than to ruine the Ap- 
parence of Experience; and 'tis a wonder, how 
tar the ſupplenels of our Reaſon has tollowed them 


Eflets. For they affirm, that we do not move, 
that we do not ſpeak, and that there 1s neither 
Weight nor Heat, with the ſame force of Argu- 
ment, that we verify the moſt likely things, F zo- 


Bounds ot this VVorld of ours: All the Ancient 
Philoſophers thought they had the Meaſure of it, 
excepting ſomeremote//les,that might eſcape their 
Knowledg : It had been Pyrrh:ni/m a thouſand 
Years ago, to doubt the Science of Cofmographze, 
and the Opinions that every one had thence re- 
ceived: It was Hereſy to hold the Antipodes ; and 
' behold in this Age of ours there is an infinite Ex- 


tent of firm Land diſcovered, not an ifland. or a 
| particular 


Book'Tt, 


in this Deſign of controverting the Evidence of 


lemy, who was a great Man, had eſtabliſhed the 


| Chap. 11. Seigneur de Montaigws Eſſays. 

| particular Country ; buta part very near equal in 
Greatneſs to that we knew before. The Geogra- 
phers of our times ſtick not to aſſure us, that now 
all is found, allis ſeen ; 


Nam guod adeſt praſio, placet& pollere videthr. vid. 


W hat preſent is does pleaſe, and ſeems the beſt, 
But the Queſtion is,whether, if Prolomy was there- 
in formerly deceiv*d, upon the Foundations of his 
| Reaſon, it were not very foolyh to truſt now in 
what theſe People ſay : And whether it 1s not 
more like, that this great Body, which we call 
the Y Vorld,is not quite another thing,than what 
we imagine. Plato ſays, that it changes Counte- 
nance in all Reſpects : That the /Yeavers, the 


Stars, and the Syx, have all of them ſometimes 


Motions retrograde to what we fee, changing 
Eajt into Weſt, The Egyptian Prieſts told Hero- 


ſhew'd him the Effigies of all their Kings in Sta- 
tues taken by the Lite ') the Sun had four times 
altered his Courſe : That the Sea and the Earth 
did alternately change into one another. Ariſto- 
tle and Cicero, both ſay, that the Beginning of 
the V Vorld is undetermin'd. And ſome amongſt 
us are of Opinion, that it has been from all Erer- 
nity, is mortal, and renued again by ſeveral Vi- 
ciflitudes; calling Salomon and {ſatah to witneſs : 
To evade thoſe Oppoſitions, that God has once 


been a Creator without a Creature ; that he has had 


nothing to do, that he has contradicted that Va- 
cancy, by putting his Hand to this V Vork ; and 
that conſequently he is ſubject to Change. In the 
moſt famous of the Greek Schools, the- World is 
taken for a God, made' by another God greater 
& * Þ BEG than 


(415 | 


! k al 
dutus, that from the time oftheir firſt King,which Opinions 


was eleven thouſand and od Years ( and they — 


the War, 


| 416] Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſays. . Book IT. 
I than he, and is compoſed of a Body and a Soul, 
fixd in his Center, and dilating himſelf by muſi- 
cal-Numbers to his Circumference: Divine, infi- 
nitely Happy, and infinitely Great, infinitely 

Wiſe and Eternal. In him are other Gods,the Sea, 
the Earth, the Stars, whoentertain one another 
with a harmonious and perpetual Agitation, and 
divine Dance: Sometimes meeting, ſometimes 
., retiring from one another ; concealing and diſco- 
* vering themſelves, changing their Order, one 
while before, and another behind. MHeraclytus 
was poſitive that the World was compoſed of Fire, 
and by the order of Deſtiny was one Day to be 
enflam'd and conſum'd in Fire, and then to be a- 
Apuleius, Zain renew'd. And Apuleius ſays of Men : Sigil- 
latim mortales, cunttim perpetui. That they are Mor- 
tal in particular, aud Immortal in general. Alexan- 
der writ to his Mother the Narration of an Egyp- 
tian Prieſt drawn from their Monuments, teſtt- 
fying the Antiquity of that Nazzos to be infinite, 
and comprizing the Birth and Progreſs of other 
Countries. Cicero and Diodorus ſay, that in their 
time the Chaldees kept a Regiſter of tour hundred 
thouſand and odd Years. Ariſtorle, Pliny, and 
others,that Zoroaſter flouriſhed ſix thouſand Years 
by ix) x before Plato's time. Plato ſays, that they of the 
| *** City of Sais have Records in Writing of eight 
thouſand Years: And that the City of Athens 
-was built a thouſand Years before the ſaid City 

& 0. of Sais. Epicurus, that at the fame time things 
are here in the Poſture we ſee, they are alike and 
. in the ſame manner in ſeveral other Worlds. 
VVhich he would have delivered with greater 
Aſſurance, had he ſeen the Similitude and Con- 
cordance of the new diſcovered VVorld of - 
We r 


Chap.11. Seigneur de Montaign's Efys. [47 


Weſt-Indies, with ofirs preſent, and paſt in ſo 
many ſtrange Examples. Inearneſt, conſidering 
what 1s arriv*d at our Knowledg from the Courſe 
of this terreſtrial Policy, I have often wondred 
toſee in ſo-vaſt a Diſtance of Places and Times, 
ſuch a Concurrence of ſogreat a number of popu- 
lar and wild Opinions, and of ſavage Manners 
and Beliefs, which by no means ſeem to proceed 


_ 


from our natural Meditation, Human V Vit 1s :,F* [:: 


a great VVorker of Miracles. But this Relation 
has moreover, I know not what of Extraordinary 
in it,”tis found to be in Names alſo,and a thouſand 
other things. For they found Nat/ons there,(that 
for ought we know ) never heard of us ) where 


Circumciſion was in uſe: VVhere there were Circumci- + 


States and ſtrict Civil Goverments maintain'd by/#-: 
VVomen only, without Men : V Vhere Fea/fsand 

Lent were repreſented, to which was added the 
Abſtinence from V Vomen : V Vhere our Croſſes 

were ſeveral ways in Repute: V Vhere they were 

made uſe of to Honor and adorntheir Sepultures, 

where they were ereCted, and namely that of St. 
Andrew, to prote& themfelves from Nocturnal s;, an- 
Viſions, and tolay upgn the Cradles of the Infants drew 4is 
againſt Inchantments: Elſewhere there was found ©'%* 
one of V Vood of very great Stature, which was 

ador'd for the God of Rain, and that a great way cy 
into the Erm Land, where there was ſeen an ex- ador'd for 


preſs Image of our Shriving-Prieſts,with the uſe of JT.” 


Miters, the Ccelibacy of Prieſts, the Art of Divi- 


nation by the Entrails of Sacrific'd Beaſts, Abſti- 
nence from all ſorts of Fleſh and Fiſh in their Dier, 
the manner of Prig/ts Officiating in a particular 
and not a vulgar Language: And this Fancy,that 
the firſt God was diſhonoured by a ſecond, his 

" - LSE 31 younger 


he Godef © 


418] Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſays. Book IT. 
| The Crez. Younger Brother : That they were Created with 
| 7ion of theall ſorts of Neceſſaries' and Conveniences, which 
$ Pod. have ſince been taken from them for their Sins, 
| their Territory chang'd,. and their natural Con- 
dition made .worſe: That they were of old over- 

whelovd by the Inundation of V Vater from 
Heaven, that but few Families eſcaped, who 

retired into Caves of high Mountains, the 

Mouths of which they ſo ſtopp'd,that the Waters 

could not get in, having ſhut up, together with 
themfelves, ſeveral forts of Animals, that 

when they perceived the Rain to ceaſe, they 

ſent out Dogs, which returning clean and wer, 

they judg'd that the Water was not much 

abated : Afterward ſending out others, and ſee- 

ing them return durty, they iſſued out to re-peo- 

ple the World, which they found only full of 

| Serpents. In one place they met with the per- 
| The day of fuaſion of a day of Judgment ; inſomuch that 
 Fudg- they were marvelouſly diſpleag'd at the Spaniards 
ant: for diſcompoſing the Bones of the Dead, in ri- 
fling the Sepultures for Riches, ſaying that thoſe 

Bones ſodiforder'd, could iot eafily rejoyn : The 

Traffick by Exchange, and.no other way, Fairs 

' Dwarf; a: 20d Markets for that end : Dwarfs and deform'd 
' ahe Tables peop'e for the Ornament of the Tables of Princes : 
49 Princes. The uſe of Falconry according to the Natures of 
F their Hawks ; tyrannical Subſidies: Curioſity in 
| Gardens, Dances, tumbling Tricks, Muſick of 
Divers Inſtruments, Armories, Tennis Courts, Dice and 
forts of Lotteries, wherein they are ſometimes fo eager 
Games. and hor, astoſtake and play themſelves and their 
liberty : Phy/ick, no otherwiſe, than by Charms : 

And the way of writing in Cipher : The belief of 

only one firſt Man, the Father of all NOS 

| | The 
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The Adoratiori of one God, who formerly liv'd 
a Man in perte& Virginity, Faſting and Penitence 


preaching the Law of Nature, anu the Ceremonies Adoration 


ot Religion ; and that vamiſhed from the World 
withour a Natural Death : The Opinion of Gy- 
ants; the Cuiiom of making themſelves drunk 
with their Beverag-s, and drinking to the ntmoſt : 
The religious Ornaments painted with Bones and 
dead Mens Sculls : Surplices, Holy Water ſprink- 
led ; Wives and Servants who preſent themſelves 
with Emulation, to be burnt and interr'd with 
the dead Husband or Maſier : A Law by which 
the Eldeſt ſucceeds to all rhe Eſtate, no other 
Proviſion being made jor the Yourger, but Obe- 
dience : The Cuſiom that vpon Promoticn to 
acertain Office of great Authority, the Promoted 
is to! take upon him a new Name, and t© leave 
thar he had before : Another to ſtrew Lime up- 
on the Knee of the New-born Child ; witi thoſe 
Words, From Duſt thou came/t, and to Duit thou 
muſt return : As allo the Art of Augury : Theſe 
vain -hadows of our Religion, which are obſer- 
vable in ſome of theſe Examples, are Teſtimonies 
of its Dignity and Divinity, Its 1s not only in 
ſome ſort inſinuated into all the Infidel Nations 
one this ſide of the World, by a certain Imitation, 
but into the fore-nam'd Barbarians alſo, as by 
z common and ſupernatural Inipirztion - For we 


find there the Belief of Purgatory, but of a new A new 
Form ; that which we give tothe Fire, they give/t 


to the Cold, and imagine that the Souls are both 
purg'd and pnniſld by the rigour of an exceſlive 
Coldneſs. And this Example puts mein mind of 
another pleaſant diverſity : For as there were in 
hat place fome people, who, took a "_ to 
[rip 


and Clipt oft the Prepuce after the Mahometan 

and Jewiſh manner ; there were others, who made 

ſo great conſcience of laying 1t bare, that they 

caretully purs'd it up with little Strings, to keep 

that end frpm peeping into the Air. And of 

this other diverlity, that whereas we to honour 

Kings and Feſtivals, pnt on the beſt Cloths we 

have : In ſome Religions to expreſs their Diſpa- 

rity and Submiſſion to their King, his Subjects 

preſent themſelves before him in their vileſt Ha- 

bits, and entring his Palace, throw ſome old tat- 

ter'd Garment over, their better Apparel, to the 

end that all the Luſtre and Ornament may ſolely 

remain in him. But to proceed ; if Nature in- 

cloſe within the Bounds of her ordinary Progreſs, 

che Beliefs, Judgments and Opinions of Men, as 

well as all other things : If they have their Revo- 

lution, their Seaſon, their Birth and Death, like 

Cabage Plants : If the Heavens agitate and rule 

them at their pleaſure, what Magitterial and Per- 
manent Authority do we attribute to them ? If 

we experimentally ſee, that the Form of our Be- 

ing depends upon the Air, upon the Climat, and 

upon the Soile where we are born : And not on- 

ly the Colour, the Stature, the Complexion and 

the Countenances, but moreover the very Fa- 

V-oet.1,, Culties of the Soul t felt : Er plaga Czli non ſolum 

cap2. ad robur corporum, ſed etiam animorum facit : The 

Fe 1/+.) Climate is of great Efficacy, not only to the ſtrength 

| of Bodies, but to that of Souls alſo, ſays Vegetius : 
And that the Goddeſs who founded the City of- 

Athens choſe to ſcituate it in a temperature of Air 

"Cicero. ce fit to make Men prudent, as the Egyptian Prieſts 

| Fato. told Solon : Arhenis tenue Calum: Ex quo etiam 
Z cutiores ' 
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Chap.1t. - Seigneur de Montaigns Eſſays. | 


catiores putantur Attici': Craſſum Thebis : Ttaque 


pingues Thebani, & walentes: The Air of Athens 


is ſubtle and thin : From whence alſo the Athen;ans 
are reputed to be more acute : And at Thebes more 
groſs and thick, wherefore the Thebans are look'd up- 
on as more heavy-witted, and more ſtrong : In ſuch 
ſort that 2s the Fruits and Animals differ, the 
Men ſhould alfo be more or leſs warlike, juſt,tem- 
perate and docile, here given to Wine, elſewhere 
to Theft or Uncleanneſs : Here inclin'd to Super- 
ſition ; elſewhere to Miſcreancy : In one place 
to Liberty, in another to Servitude ; capable of 


one Science, or of one Art, Dull or Ingenious, 
Obedient or Mutinous, Good or III, according 


as the place where they are ſeated inclines them, 
and aſſume a new Complexion, if remov'd, hke 
Trees: Which was the reaſon, why Cyrus would 
not grant the Perſians leave to quit their rough 
and craggy Country to remove to another more 
pleaſant and plain: Saying, that fertile and tender 
Soiles made Men efteminate and ſoft. Tf we ſee 
one while one Art, and one Belief flouriſh, an4 
another while another, thorough ſome Celeſlial 


Influence : Such an Age to produce ſuch Natures, 


and to incline Mankind to ſuch and ſuch a Pro- 
penſion: The Spirits of Men one while gay, and 
another grum ; like our Feilds,' what becomes of 
allthoſe tine Prerogatives we ſo ſooth our ſelves 
withal ? Seeing that a wiſe Man may be miſtaken, 
a hundred Men, a hundred Nations, nay that 
even Human Nature it ſelf, as we believe, is ma- 
ny Ages wide in one thing or another, what af- 
ſurance have we that ſhe ſometimes is not miſta- 
ken, or not in this very Age of ours 2 Methinks, 
that amongft others Teſtimonies of our Imbecil- 


lity, 
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422] Seigneur de Montaign's Eſſas. Book1I, 
lity, this ought not to be forgotten, that Man 
cannot, by his own Wiſh and Deſire , find out 


What is nece(lary for him , that not 1n Fruitiog 
Only, bur in fmagination and Wiſh, we cannot 
agree about what we would have to fatisie and 
* content us. Let us leave it to our own Thought to 
cut out and make vp at pleaſure: It cannot ſo much 
| as covet-what 1s proper for it, and fatisfie it ſelf, 
Juv. ftat. quid enim ratione timemus 
on Aut Capimus ? Quid tam dextro pede CONCTPIS,uUt te 
Conatus non paniteat, votique peratti ? 
l For what with Reaion does Man wiſh or fear, 
W Or underrake upon a. Ground fo clear, 
That ajterward he may not well repent 


jt 


| £ 00. Both the Attempt, and the deſir-d Event, 


| 53 hw And theretore it was,that Socrares beg'd nothing of 
"the G:d:,but what they knew to be beſt for him. 


his Praye 
| And the borh private and publick Prayers of theſ 
| Lacedemonians were only ſ1mply to obtain good 
| and uſeful things,referring the Choice and Election 

' of them;to the Diſcretion of the Supream Power. 

Ibid. Conjugium petimus, partumgue T xoris, at illis 

| Notum 'quz pueri, qualiſque futura fit Vxor, 
ſons. We pray for Wives and Children, they above 
{ Know only when we have them, what they! 
FB prove. | | 

NY EAndc hriſtians,pray to Gedthat his Will may be done: 
v)\ That they may not fall incothe Inconvenience the 
/ Poet feignsof King Midas. He pray'd to the Gods, 
that all he toucl?d mighr be turn'd into Gold: His 
Prayer was heard, his Wine was Gold, his Bread was 
Gold, and the Feathers of his Bed, his Shirt, and 
Clothes were turn'd into Golg;lo that he found him- 
ſelf ruin'd and overwhelm'd with the Fruition of 

his Deſire,and being inrich'd with an inollerable 

« Wealth, was fainto unpray his Prayers: Atto- 
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-  Attoitis novitate mali diveſque miſerque;"'+* Did Me- 


 &r. Cleobis and Biton, Trophonms and Aganet6ri: £235 


| #*:: He does it by the Rule of hisProvidence, 


. | b proper for us,than we can.dv; and we ought - 


Effugere optat opes, &-yne mods-voverat vant — ATING 


Aſtoniſh'd at the ſtrangeneſs of the ill, _ mn 
To be fo rich, yet miſerable ſtill; ON = 
He wiſhes now he could his'wealth evade; = 
And hates the thing for which before he pray. | 


To inſtance in my ſelf; Being y6ung,l deſir'd* | 
of Forttine above all things the Ordet of St./M3#-' The Order | 
chel; which was then the utmoſt diftintion-off _ =_ | 
Honour amongſt the French *Neble, and very ted ra 
rare. She pleaſantly gratified my longing. Inſtead France. 
of raifing me, and lifting me up from 'myown 
place to attain to 1t, ſhe was-rtiuth kinder to mey? | 
for ſhe brought it ſo low, and'ithade'it'fo cheap;* | 
that It ſtoopt down to thy Shoulders, and- Towr 

| 
! 


having requeſted the firſt of their Goddeſs, ithe: 
laſt"oF their God'z a Recompeiite'worthy*ofF. | 
their Piety, had Death for a Reward: ſo Uiflees: , 21) 
ing are the heavenly Opinions'edaoerniing what 19 ') 
is fit for us, from ours: God'taht grant us Rip: 5 
ches, Honours, Life 'and Health'-fomeritnes to. 4 
our own hurt: foreyery thifip thr 1s pleafing- 1 
to us, is not aw iy god Ion Whe- ſends us + 2b) 
Death, or an increaſe of Sickneſs inſtead of a of 
Gure: Virga tua, &- bainlus tuusTpſe me conſola- Bah 25: 
fe ſunt: Thy Rod, and thy Staff hi#vz- comforted 


— — ——— 


which better and more certainly diſcerns what 
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-7. 4: to take.1t-m.good' part, as.coming from a wiſe 
.:ang\mo(t ——— Hand. ; 


Fuven Sat fd" > 87 conſilinns vis, 
10+ Permittes infi expendera numinibus, quid 


Cotroenidt|nobis, rebuſque ſit utile noſtris 3 
'Charior oft Mis homo, quam (ibi. 


If thonl'r be nul'd; po to the Gods in Pray'rs 
.- + .Toweigh what's fir for.us, and our Aﬀairs, 
ve \ Ber;Man t6 them,;;by infinite degrees, 
i Than he 1s te (HiDkti, far dearer 15. 


Far to. requize Sh and Commands, is 
to .zequire' that he may throw you 1nto a Battel,, 
e4. you pert /a.;caſt. at a Dice, or ſomething of | 
6 like nature, whereof the iſſue is to you un- 
i known, and the. Fruit doubtful. There is no ſo 
1d”: -Diſpate amongſt the Ph3loſo- 
J the Queſtion - the ſovereign 
i Man, Kron whence, by the calculati- 
" 9: 'of .Farrog two hundred and fourſcore Sefs, 
Ofcero a6 DW anters. de ſjawmmorbono diſſentit, de tota Philo- 
- 4 Jephia: ratione dajputas. For, whoever enters int, 
GCortrover ſic «nt earning. the fopreems good, difguta 
_— wile reaſon of Ph helofoph Y- O70 


Zh. Das \Tres ib ten prope afſmtire videntur,... 
Epiſt, 2 '-Poſcentes. v4rip. #tultzm divetſe palato, -  \\ 
4: CLEh Quid yon. \deme?. renitis tn xo 

"(yjnbet aber + 
os Poe id. ſan? eſt ini uns, acidumqw 


duobns. 
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T invite 


Chap. 12, Jeighent de Montaignes Efays. 


Tiinvite three Gueſts of differing Palate home 

To a Man's Table, fure'1s troubleſom ; 

- What one likes, thou diflik'ſt : What ſhall I 
| (do? 

And what thon likeſt, diſlikes the other two. 


—_— —w 


_ : and this Fancy ſeems to have ſome re- 
ation to that of the Ancient Pythagoras. 


Nil admirari prope res eſt una Numaci, 


 Soldque que poſſit facere, &» ſervare beaturs. , iſh % 


Nothing tadmire's the only thing I know 
Cart take us happy, and can keep us ſo. 


Which is the drift of | the Pyrrhonian Sed. 
Ariſtotle attributes the admiring of nothing to 


nanimity. And Archeſilans ſaid; that Con- 


# OW 


ment, were the true Goods : but that conſent, 
and'application the Evils; and there it is true, 
in being thus poſitive, and eſtabliſhing it by a 
certain Axtome, he quitted Pyrrhoniſne. For the 
Pyrrhonians, when they ſay that the Ataraxy, 
which is the immobility of Judgment, is the ſo- 


vereign Good 3 do not deſign to ſpeak it affir- 
1% \ GETS 


matiyely 


Kept. go Fr 
fancy, and a right and inflexible ſtate of Judg- 
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-matively ; but that the ſame motion of Soul 
which makes them avoid Precipices, and take 
ſhelter trom the 01d, preſents them ſuch a Fancy, 
and makes them refuſe another. How much do 
I wiſh, that whilſt I live, either ſome other, or 
Juſtus Lipſius, the moſt learned Man now 1i- 
ving, of a moſt polite and judicious Under- 
ſtanding and truly reſembling my Turnebus 3 had 
both the Will, and Health,and Leiſure ſufficient, 
{incerely- tq'colle& into a Regiſter,according to 
their Diviſions and Claſles, as many as areto be 
found of the. Opinions of the ancient Philoſo- 
phers,./ about the ſubje&t. of our Being and 
Manners, their Controverſies, the Succeſſion 
and Reputation of SeFs 3 with the Application 
of the Lives of the Authors and their Diſciples 
to their own Precepts in memorable Accidents, 
and upon exemplaty Occaſions. What a beau- 
tiful and uſefa] Work that would be! As to 


YeV3, what remains; if. it be from our {lyes that we 


oo —o— 


are to extra&t the Rulcs of our Manners, upon 
? For 


univerſal Viſage : If man could know Equity 
and Juſtice, that it had a Body and a true. Be- 
Ing, he would not fetter it to the Conditions 
of this Country or that; it would not be yy 

| | __ 
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the whimſies of the Perſians or Indjans that 
Vertue would receive its Form. There ts no- 
thing more ſubje& to. perpetual Agitation than 
the Laws, Since the time that I was born, I 
have known thoſe of the Engliſh, our Neigh- 


bours, three or four times chang'd, not only in 


matters of Civil Regiment, which 1s the only 
thing wherein Conſtancy 1s diſpenſed with, but 
in the moſt important Subje& that can be, 


namely Reljgion. Ar which I am the more trou-- 


bled, and of which I am the more aſhamed, be- 
cauſe it is a Nation, with whom thoſe of my 
Province have formerly had ſo great Familiarity 
and Acquaintance; that there yet remains in my 
Houſe ſome footſteps of our ancient Kindred, 
And here with us at home, I have known a 
thing that was Capital, to become Lawtulz and 


we that hold others are likewiſe according to 


the chance of War, in a poſlibility of being 
found one day guilty of High-Treaſon, both 
Divine and Hamane 3 ſhould the Juſtice of our 
Arms fall into the Power of Injuſtice; and after 


a few years Poſſeſſion, taking'a quite contrary 


Being. How could that antient Ged more clearly 
accule the ignorance of -humaneKnowledge con- 
cerning the Divine Being, and give men to un- 


Chap: 12. Seignenr de Montaigne's. Eſſays. 339. . 
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derſtand, that their Religzoz was but a thing of 


their own Contrivance, uſeful as a bound to 
their Society,than 1n declaring as he did to thoſe 
who came to his Tr7pod tor Inſtruction : that 
every ones: true Worſhip was that which he 
found. in Uſe in the place where he chanc'd to 
be? Q God, what infinite Obligation have we 
| ES) _ 7 to 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book I. 
to the bounty of our Sovereign Creator, for ha- 
ving difabnus'd our Belief from wandring and ar- 
bitrary Devotions, and for having ſeated it up- 
on the eternal foundation of the Holy Word ? 
But what will then Phzloſophy fay to us mn this 
neceſſity > Why, that we follow the Laws of 
our Country, that js to ſay, this floating Sea of 
the Opinions of a Repnblick, or a Prince, that 
will paint ont Juſtice for me in as many co- 
lours, and reform it as many ways as there 
are changes of Paſſions in themſelves. I cannot 
ſuffer my Judgement to be ſo flexible. What a 
kind of bounty 1s that which I ſhall ſee one 
day 1n repute, and that too morrow ſhall be in 
none, and that the croſſing of a River ſhall be 
made a Crime 2 What Truth is it that theſe 
Mountains impale, and keep it from-the World 

, beyond them ? But they are pleaſant, when to | 
== give ſome certainty whe; Laws, they ſay, that 
1*— there are ſome firm, perpetyal, and immovea- 
ble, which they call Natural, that are imprint- 
ed in humane kind by the condition of their 
G7, e \ own proper Being, and thoſe ſome reckon three, 
I - * :/ ſome four, ſome more, and ſome leſs, a fign that 
g it 15. a mark .as doubtful as the reſt. Now they 
are ſo unfortunate (for what can I call it elſe 
but misfortune that of ſo infinite a number of 
Laws, there ſhould not be found one at leaſt, 
that Fortune, and the temerity of Chance, has ſuf- 
fered to be univerſally received by the conſent 
- Of all Nations ? They are, I fay, ſo miſerable, 
that of theſe three or four ſele&t Laws, there is 
not ſo much as one that is not contradicted = 
. 1 =_ 
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diſowned, nat only by one Nation but by ma- | We 
'- ny. Now the only likely fign 'by which they *@-c= 5 
= can argue or infe * Tome Laws tote Nanda, 4 
? the univerſality of Approbation; for we ſhauld | 
1s without doubt follow that which Nature had 


f truly ordain'd us 5 and ——_— every Nation, 
of but every particular man would reſent the Force 
it and Violence that any one ſhould do him, who 
J- would tempt him to any thing contrary to this 
e | Law. Let them produce mebur one of this Con- 
Nt dition: Protagoras and Ariſto, gave no other * 
a Eſſence tothe Juſtice of Laws, than the Authori- 


{> ty and Opinion of the Legiſ/ator, and, that theſe 

n laid afide, the honeſt and the good would loſe 

e their Qualities, and remain empty Names of 

a indifferent things. Thraſymachss in Plato is of | x) 
| 


d Opinion, that there is no other Right but the 


0 Convenience of the Superiour. There is not any / 

it | thing wherein the World 1s fo various, as in 

1 Laws and Cuſtoms; ſuch a thing 1s abominable 

t- here, which 1s elſewhere in Eſteem, as in La- 

ir | cedemonza, the dexterity of ſtealing. Marriages 

e, within the forbidden Degrees are capitally 1n- 

it terdicted amongſt us, they are elſe-where in 

y Honour. | ” 

le | | 

of Gentes eſſe feru#tur, | | = a, Met. 
: C.& | .\' lib. 10. 

x, In quibus & nato genitrix, & nate Parenti, 

f- Jungitur, & pietas geminato creſcit amore. 

at | 


e, | There are ſome Nations in the World, *cis ſaid, 1 99 i) 
1s Where F athers Daughter s, Sons their Mothers | | 
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: The murthker. of Infants, murther of Fathers, 

communication of Wives, traffick of Robberies, 

licence 1n all ſorts of Voluptuouſneſs : Finally, 

z) | here is nothing ſo extream, thar is not allowed 

| | 07:5 Caltea, find the common Uſance of ſome 

Nation or other. It is credible, that there are 

natural Laws, but they are loſt in us; this fine 

humane Reaſon every where fo inhinuating it 

{elf to govern and command, as to ſhuffle and 

confound the face of things, according to it's 

- own vanity and inconſtancy. Nihil itaque am- 

plizs noſtrure eſt 5 quod noſtrum dico, artis eſt, 

_ Therefore nothing is any more truly ours : what we 

'Y 2G} call ours belongs to Art. Subjefts have divers luſters, 

and divers conſiderations ; and from thence the 

| diverſity of Opinions principally proceed. One 

JE Nation conſiders a Subje& in one aſpeCt, and 

2 5 bw ſfops there, another takes it from another pro- 
x87: 
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and Abomination it muſt haye appeard: to be to 
men poſleſt, and'imbute with this ſuperſtition; to 
throw their Fathers remains to: the corruption 
of the Earth, and the nouriſhment of Beaſts and. 


Worms. Lycurgus confider'd in Theft, the virhee a. 
vacity, diligence, boldnefs, ' and dexterity, of lowed by 


urloining any thing fromour Neighbours, and 
the Crality that redounded to the Publick, the = 


every one might look more narrowly to the 
conſervation of what was his own, and belie- 
ved, that from his double Inſtitution of Aſſault- 
ing and Defending, advantage was to be made 
for Military Diſcipline ({ which was the princi- . 
pal Science and Vertue, to which he would in- 
ure that Nation) of greater conſideration than 


| the diſorder and injuſtice of taking another 


man's Goods. Dionyſivs the Tyrant, offered * 


Plato a Robe of the Perſian faſhion, long, da- Ay 1 
mask'd, and perfum'd, Plato refus'd it, ſaying, eq byple- ? 


That being born a man, he would not willingly ts, and ac- } 


dreſs himſelf in Womans Cloths ; but Ariſtippus ie wl 


accepted it, with this Anſwer, That no Accou- 
flrement could corrupt a chaſt Courage. HisFriends 


Teproaching him with meanneſs of Spirit, for 


laying it no more to heart, that Diony{izs had 


ſpit in his Face 3 Fiſher-mer, ſaid he, ſuffer 
therrſelves to be daſh'd with the waves of the Sea 


from head to foot to catch a Gudgeon. Diogenes 
was waſhing Cabidges, and ſeeing him paſs by; 
If thou couldſt live on Cabid 9"T he, thou 
aſt not fawn upon a Tyrant. To whom Ariſtip- ' 
plied 3 And ifthou kneweſt how to live amongſt | 


mer, thou woulaſt not be waſhing Cabidges. Thus 


Reaſon 
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curgus, 
why. 
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Reafon finds apparence for divers effects. "Tis 
a Pot with two Ears, that a,man may take by 
the right or left. 


ZEneid. lib. bellum o terra hoſpiti portas, 
3* Bello armantur equi, bellumt hec armenta minantur: 
Sed tamen iidem olim curru ſuccedere ſueti 
. Buadrupedes, & frena jugs concordia ferre, 
Qpes oft pacis. 
O Earth, it is thy Womb, that War does bear, 
Horſes are arm'd for 3 Heards does threaten War: 
And yet theſe Brutes having with patience bore 
The yoak, and yielded to the Reins before 
There's hopes of Peace. 


=—_— 


#2 

Solm's * Solon, being importur'd by his Friends not to 
Tear, 01, be10g 1t I'd bY N1s Friends | 

tiedeath ſhed pomerles a _ unprofitable Tears for the 

| cus 5on. Jeath of his Son : It 3s for that reaſon, that T the 

oof.: more juſtly ſhed them, 1aid he, becauſe they are | 

Themour- powerleſs and unprofitable. Socrates his Wife, ex- 

, ing Of 3- aſperated her grief by this Circumſtance, Ob, 

| Wit. bhow wnjuſtly Z theſe wicked Judges put him to 

Death f Why, replied he, hadſt thou rather they 

' ſhould juſtly execute me £ 'Wehave our Ears bor'd ; 

the Greeks look'd upon that as a mark of {lave- 

ry. We retire in private to enjoy our Wiyes, 

the I»d7ans do it in publick: The Scythians im- 

molated Strangers in their Temples, elſewhere 


- .*., . Temples were a Refuge. 


bl Fuven,Sat. 
| F I 5. 


Inde furor onlgs, quod ans | vicivoruns | 
Odit quiſque locus, cunt ſolos credat habendos 


Eſfſe Deos 5 quos ipſe colit, M 
| | ' "This 


1s 


| Chap. 12. -Sergnenr de Montaigne's Efſays. 
ry P 4 ”, - : 


This 'tis the popular Fury that creates, 

That all their Neighbours Gods each Nation 
hates. | 

And that the more, becauſe conceive they do 

None but their own ſhould be reputed fo. 


| Thave heard of a Judge, that where he met 
with a ſharp conflict betwixt Bartolus and Bal- 
dus, and ſome point controverted with many 
Contrarieties, writ in the Margent of his Book; 
Aqueſtion for a Friend , that is to ſay, that Truth 
was there ſo controverted and diſputed, that in 
a life Cauſe he might favour which of the Par- 
ties he thought fit : 'Twas only for want of wit, 
that he did not write, A queſtion for a Friend, 
throughout. The Advocates and Judges of our 
times, find Biaſs enough in all Cauſes to accom- 


| modate them to what they themſelves think fit : 


In ſo infinite a Science, depending upon the au- 
thority of ſo many Opinions, and-ſo arbitrary 
a Subie(t, it cannot be, but that of neceſſity, 
an extream confuſion of Judgements mult ariſe. 
There is alſo hardly any Suit fo clear, wherein 
Opinions do not very much differ z what one 
Court has determin'd, another determines quite 
contrary, and it felf contrary to that at another 
time. Of which we ſee very frequent Examples, 


which is a marvellous blemiſh to the Ceremoni- - 


ous Authority and luſtre of our Juſtice, not 
to ſtick to politive Sentences, but to run from 
Jadge to Judge, and Court to Court, todecide 


one and the ſame Cauſe. As to the liberty of 
| Philo- 
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4 Philoſophical Opinions concerning Vice and 
Vertue, 'tis\not-neceffary: to be infiſted: upon ; 
and wherem are found many Opinions that are 
better conceal'd than publiſh'd to weak Spirits : 
Archeſilaus ſaid, that in Fornication it was po 
matter where, or with whom it was committed, 
Et obſeenas voluptates, ſi natura requirit, non ge- 
zere, aut loco,” aut ordine, ſed forma, etate, fieu- 
ra metiendas Epicurus putat, me amores quidem 
ſanFos 7 ſapiente alienos eſſe arbitrantur. 9 uera- 
mus ad quun nſque £tater Juvenes amanda ſint, 
And obſcene Pleaſures, if nature requires, Epicu- 
rus thinks are not to be meaſur d, either by kind, | 
place, or order, but by Age and Beauty, Neither 
are Holy Loves thought to be ſtranger to wiſe Men; 
we are to enquire till what age young men are to be 
lov'd. Thete two laſt Stoical Quotations, and 
the reproach that Dzogarchus threw in the teeth 
of Plato himſelf upon this Account, ſhew how 
much the ſoundeſt Philoſophy indulges Licen- 
ces and Exceſs, very remote from the common 
Ufnce. Laws derive their Authority from Poſ- 
ſeſſion and Ufance : 'Tis dangerous to trace them 
backward to their beginning ; they grow great, 
Lays 2u- and ennoble themſelves like our Rivers by run- 
morizd by ning, but follow. them upward to their Source, 
Oms, > . - , . 
tis but a hittle Spring, ſcarce diſcernable, that 
ſwells thus, and thus fortifies it felf by growing 
old. Do but conſult the ancient Conſiderations 
| that gave the firſt motion-to this famous Torrent 
fo full of Dignity and Reverence 3 you will find 
them ſo-light and weak; that it is no wonder 
if theſe People, who. weigh: and: re 
thing 
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thing to Reaſon, and who admit nothing by 
Authority, or upon Truſt.z have their,.Judge- 


ah ments, very, remote and differing from thoſe of 
no | the Publick., It is no wonder. it People, who 
ted, © take their pattern from the;Hirft Image of, Nature, 
= ſhould in. moſt of their Opinions ſwerve from 
ou. | tbe common path: As for Example, few among(t 
1. | them would have approv'd of the ſtrict Conditi- 
ra. | onsof our Marriages,and moſt of them have been 
Gut for having Wivesin Common.,and without Obli- 
cn. | gation ;. They would refuſe. our Ceremonies, 
ind Chryſipp# {aid, that a certain Philolopher would 
her | have made,a dozen Somerſaults, and turn'd up 
ey; | bis Tail without, his Breeches, for a. dozen. of 
3 . . 4 SES ] L #5 » b; 
) , | Olives. That . Philoſopher would hardly. have 
and advisd. Caliſthenes to have refusd Hippoclides 
eth {| the fair ;Agariſfa his Daughter, for having ſeen 
ow | im ſtand on his Head upon a Table. Metrocles 
en. | Jt a Fart a little indiſcreetly in Diſpntation, in 
on | tbe preſence of a great Auditory in bis School, © 4 
of. || 2nd kept himſelf hid in his own Houſe. r ſhame, x 
lem |) fill Crates comming to. viſit him, and adding to 
| his Conſolations and Reaſons, the Exampl 
eat, | ®! | k xample of 
an- |} bis own Liberty,. falling.to Fart with him who 
-ce, | ſhould ler moſt, cur'd' him of that ſcruple, and 
har | withall drew him to his own Stoical Se, more 
ing free, than.that more rgſerv'd. one of the Peripa- 
on | feticks, of which he had -þeen rill, then,: "That | @y? 
ent} which we call Decency, not to dare to,do that) *- 
5nd | 22 publick which it; is. decent enough to doin | 
der þ private, the Stoicks call* foppery, and to mince | 
ery || 2_a0d be. fo modeſt as to-conceal and diſown | 
ing What Nature, Cuſtom, and our deſires publiſh 


and 
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| Fo proclaim of our 'AQionis, they: repined x 
ao? Mer 6ther rn it was to undetvalue 


ack Is 2 pink of cgi crea char 
atid 5 amore 'Parts of Eſteetn. Plex. 
fure did ably, ', wheti uttdet the viſor 


EF 
= 5 Bn, eiong moreover, jr the an to 
cite GI” atid wanton People ta this Vice. 


Mart. lib.z. —_ ef Aufidie quz vir Corvine faiſti, 
Epig. 68. © valie fuerat qiii tus ille vir eſt. 
| loo of gen tibs,. que tua 110f Placet Uxor? 
= Nwpba Secirus nou potes arrigere 8 


Th Giga divetfifies ir ſelf In « choun 
Exampl .:: 


Ui Nulus' in Urhe ft ot We tangere velle 
Lim.  Oxew gratir ecalhane thath,” 
Eig.1 _ Dim licuit: ſed nine x rd euſtodibus, low 

Tube Jitutorcn eſt. Ingenioſus honed ex, 


(#1 


Y Nt A Pleluppher being taken in the'very' af 


and askt what he was doing, coldly reply'd," I 
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am planting a Man; no more bluſhing to be fo 
alm | caught, than if they had found” him plariting | 
be Garkicle: It is, I ſuppoſe, out-of tenderneſs ati 
view | reſpe& to the natural Modeſty of Mankind, that 

or a great and religious Author is of Opinion, that 

Mo. this a& is ſo neceſlarily bound to Privacy and 
ion, | Shame, that he .cannot perſuade himſelf. there 
Jex. | could be any abſolute performance in thoſe im- 
iſo! | pudent embraces of the Cynicks, but that they The Embra- 
| rhe] only made it their Buſineſs to repreſent the laſs & 41 
d to} civious Geſtures of Luſt ; to maintain; the impu-. anpuderr, 
con. dence of their Schools Profeſſion,and that ts eje&t _— open 
2m | what Shame had. with-held, it- was afterward ne-, \©_ 
only | <cffary for them to withdraw into the Shade.” 
7 But he had-not thoroughly examined their De- 
7, th banches, for Djogenes, playing the beaſt with 
bimfelf in publick; wiſh'd in the preſence of all 
that ſaw him, that he could fill his Belly by 
hat Exec, To hoſe why ied Vis whe 129% 


did. not 'find out a more commodious place to 
eat in, than the . open Street,z, he made anſwer, 
becauſe 1 am hungry in the open Street. The Wo- 
| men Philoſopheys, who mixt with their Se, 
and} mixt alſo with; their Perſons iq all Places with- 

F ont- Reſervation:;, and Hpparghza was not TE- 


ceived into: Crates his Society, Mut upon C ndi- 
- | tion, that: ſhe ſhould in all things follow the 
+ Ufnces and Cuſtoms of; bis, Rule. Theſe Phi- 
gent lofophers ſet- a . great PIKE, ypon Vertye; arid 
| renounce all other Diſciplige: but the Morat-: h 
1 and yet-in all their Actions, they attributed the 
| Frercign Authority to the Eleftion of. their ' 
vage,..and above the Laws, and gave _—_— 
cur 
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curb. to Volup tuouſneh, but Moderation on-' 
L : th, >; "and the, onfervariph of the Liberty of 
79 i others, - Heraclitus and Protagorar,' foraſmuch 


$6 VE. ſcemd bitter to_ the Sick, and 7x pleas 
nt, to the found; the Rudder crook'd in the* 
Water, and Trait when out, and; ſich like' 
contrary append 3 as are found. in Subjetts, 
ed from thetice, that all Subjects had' in 
re the Gale? theſe Apparences ; 3 and 
that' there was ſome 'bitrerneſs 1ti'the Wine, 
' which had Tome ſympathy with the fick man's | 

ih ſome” bending Quality, 

bY den. with hitythat looks upon ir in the 

Water. And ſo of all. the reſt, which is to ſay, 

that all 15 in 1 all things,” and conſequently no-/ 

tbing 10 any one, for where all js there is no- 

thing . "This Opinion put me in mind of the Ex-' 

te we have, that there is tiofence nor af- 

RNs of any thing whet er bitter or {weet, ſtrait 

or crogked, that huthidne Wit does not find out 

I in_the Writings, he undertakes'to. trmble over. 
| Thepureſt | knto the. clearieſ ;pureſt, and nioſt perfe& Speak- 
way of iNg, that can | poſſibly be, how tyany Lyes and 

4 Cradle = Falfitics have we (i ooeſted 2 What Herefie has 
| various In- NOt there foun Eroknd and Teſtimony ſ\uffici- 

# cps ent_to make it feFembracd and'deferided?* 'Tis 

1 for this, that the Authors of futh' Errors will 


never Fob from proof” of the Teſtimony of 
an "Words. A Perſon of bs 
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_ pleaſant, but moreover very well accomodated: 
\. to the Defence of this fine Science. By this way 


the Reputation of divining Fables is acquir'd: 
There 1s no Fortune-teller, if he have this Au- 
thority, but, if a Man will take the Pains ta 
tumble and toſs, ad narrowly to peep into all 
the folds and gloſſes of his Words, he may.make 


bim, like the $S7bils, ſay what: he will. There L4G v: 


are ſo many ways of Interpretation, that it wil 
be hard but that, either obliquely, or 1n a di- 
re& Line, an ingenious Wit will find out in 
every Subje&, ſome Air that will ſerve for his 
Purpoſe. Therefore there is a clondy and am- 
biguous Stile in this fo frequent and antient 
uſe 3, let the Anthor but make himſelf Maſter of 
that, he may attra& and buſie Poſterity about 
his Prediftionsz which not only his own Parts; 
but the accidental Favour of the Matter it ſelf, 
may as much or moreaſkiſt himto obtain. That, 
asto the reſt, he expreſs himſelf after a foolith,or 
a ſubtle manner, whether obſcurely, or contra- 
ditorily, *tis no matter 3. a number of Wits 
ſhaking and fifring him, will bring out a great 
many ſeveral Forms, . either according to . his 
meaning, or, collateral, or contrary to it, which 
will all redound ro his Honour. He. will ſee 
bimſelf enrichd by the means of his Diſciples, 
like the Regents of Colledges, by their Pupils 
jearly Preſents, This is it which has given Re- 
A ikatjor! fo many things of no worth at all 5 
| D& that 
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| that has brought ſeveral Writings in'Vogueand 

giver them the Farae-of ' contaming all ſorts of 
Matcer-can -beidefir'd ; one and the ſame thir 

receivinga thouſand/and a thouſand Images an, 

various iConſiderations, nay, even as many as we 

pleaſe. Is it poſſible that Homer could defign to 

fay/all that we-make him : and that he defign'd 

fo' many, and fo various Figures, -as that the Dj- 

mer the OO9e5% pn givers,,Captains, Philoſophers, and all 

genera fortsof Men -who 'treat of Sciences, how vari- 

Leader ol. oufly' and: oppofitdy ſoever, ſhould indifferent- 

People, Ty quote him, and ſupport their Arguments by 

his Authority, as the Sovereign Lord and Ma- 

ſter: of all Offices, Works and Artizans, and 

Conncellor-General of all Enterprizes ? 'Who- 

ever ihas had occaſion for Oracles and PrediQi- 

ons, 'has there found ſufficient to ſerve his turn. 

"Tis a Wonder how many, and how admirable 

Concurrences an intelligent Perſon, and a par- 

ticular'Friend: of mine, has there found out in 

Favour of our Religion ; and cannot eaſily be 

pat. out of the Conceit that it was Homer's De- 

fipn: and yer he is as well acquainted with this 

Aathor, as any Man whatever of his Time. And 

what he has found out in Favour of ours, very 

many anciently have found in Favour of theirs, 

Do bur obſerve how Plato is tumbled and: toft, 

every one /etinobling his own-Opinions'by-ap- 

plying /him to himſelf, make him take what fide 

they pledſe. They draw/himin, and engage'himn 

inall' the new -Opinions the World receives-5 

and make him, according to the different courſe 

of things, differ from himſelf; every — 

bim 
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him ercng to his own''Senfe, the'Manhers 
and Cuſtoms lawful in his 'Age, becaufe they 
are unlawful in ours 5 and allthis with Vivaci- 
ty and Power, according to theforce and fprite- 
lineſs of 'the Wit of the Interpreter. From the 
ſame Foundation that Heraclitys and this Sen- 
tence of his had, That all things had in thews 
thoſe forms that we diſcern'd, Democritus drew a 
quite contrary concluſion; namely, That Subj&Fs 


had nothing at all in thems of what we there find : 


and that foraſmuch as Honey 1s ſweet to' one, 
and bitter to another, he thence argued, that it 


was neither ſweet nor bitter. The Pyrrhonians 


would fay, that they knew not whether it 1s 
ſweet or bitter, or netther the one or the other, 
or both ; for thoſe always gain the higheſt point 
of Dubitation. The Cyrenaicks held, that nothing 
was perceptible from without, and that that 
only was perceptible, that internally touch'd us, 
as Grief and Pleaſurez acknowledging neither 
Sound, nor Colour, but certain Aﬀe&ions only 
that we receive from them, and that mans Judg- 
ment had no other Seat. Protagoras believd.that 
what ſeern'd to every one was true to every one. 
The Epicareans lodg'd all Judgment in the Sen- 
ſes, and in the Knowledge of things, and in 
Pleafure. Plzto would have the Judgment of 
Fruth, and Truth it {elf deriv'd from Opinions, 
and the Senſes to appertain to the Wit and Co» 
om This Diſcourſe put me upon the Con- 
ideration of the Senſes, in which les the great- 
eſt Foundation and Proof of our Ignorance. 
Whatſoever is known, -is doubtleſs known by 
Dd 2 the 
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$S eigneur .de'Montaigne's Eſſays; Book IT, 
the Faculty of the knower 3 for ſeeing the Judg- 


ment proceeds from the Operation of him that 
Judges, *tis Reaſon that this Operation performs 


 1t by his means, and will not by the conſtraint 


[| mY (06 


\ Tucret.l. 5. 


of another ; as it would happen, if we knew. 
things by the Power, and according to the Law 
of their Eſſence. Now all Knowledge is con- 
vey'd to us by the Senſes, they are our Ma- 
{ters : | 

via qua munita fidei 
Proxima fert humanum in peus, templaque 

mentis. 


Te is the ſureſt Path that Faith can find 
\ By which to enter humane Heart, and Mind. 


Science begins by them, and is reſolved into 


« them. After all, we ſhould know no more than 


a Stone, if we did not know that there 1s Sound, 
Odour, Light, Taſte, Meaſure, Weight, Softneſs, 
Hardneſs, Sharpneſs, Colour,Smoothneſs,Breadth 
and Depth. Theſe are the Platform and Princi- 
ples of all the Structure of all our Knowledge. 
And, according to ſome Science, is nothing elfe 
but Senſe. He that could make me contradict 
the Senſes, would have me by the Throat, he. 
could not make me go further back. The Senſes 
are the beginning and the end of humane Know- 
ledge. | | | 


Invenies primus ab ſenſibus eſſe creatam 
Notitiam veri, neque ſenſus poſſe refelli. 

Puid majore fide porro quam ſenſus haber? 
Debet £ Youl 


_-_ 


Chap. 12. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. | 405 : 
You'll find of Truth, that all diſcoveries gnade, | z;) 
Are firlt by Senſes to the Soul convey dz; | + 
Neither will Senſe be baffled, and on what 


nt ' wil | 
W. Can we rely. more fafely than on that ? 

W |-i | X 

0- Let us attribute to them the leaſt we can, we -. 
a. | muſt however of neceſſity grant them this, that * 


it is by their means and mediation that all our 
Inſtruftion is directed. Cicero ſays, that Chry- -. 
ſppis, baving attempted to extenuate the force 
and vertue of Senſes, preſented to himſelf Ar- 
guments, and ſo vehement Oppolitions to the 
contrary, that he could not be ſatisfied in him- 
4 ſelf therein : Whereupon Carneades, who main- + 
tain'd the contrary (ide, boaſted, that he would 
make uſe of the ſame Words and Arguments 
that Chryſippxs had done, with them to contro- 
d, | vert and confute him, and therefore thus cried 
ſs, | out againſt him: O Miſerable ! thy force has 
th | deſtroy'd thee. There can be nothing abſurd to a 
greater Degree, than to maintain that Fire does 
not warm, that Light does not ſhine, and, that 
If | there is no weight nor ſolidity in Iron, which 
i& | are Advertiſements convey d. to us by the Sen- 
he | fes3 neither is there Belief nor Knowledge in 
ſos | Man, that can be compar to that for certain- = 
_ ty. The firſt Confideration I have upon the x X< Of | 
Subje& of the Senſes 1s, that I make a doubt poubt | 
whether or no Man be furniſh'd with all natu- whether | 
ral Senſes. I ſee ſeveral Animals who live an en- Wks i 
tire and perfect Life, ſome without Sight, others Seats. *) i 
| without Hearing : Who knows whether to us. 8 | 
ul. Dd 3 alſo, 
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' 466 —Neignenr de Mottaignes Effays. Book Il, 
. alſo,.one, two, or three, or many other Senſes 
na fot be wanting > For if any one be wan- 
ing; -our 'Examinatibn cannot diſcoyer the de- 
fe&-' 'Tis the priviledpe of the Senſes to be the 
utmoſt} limit of our . difeovery : There is no- 
thing beyond them that can aſſiſt us 18 Explo- 
ration, not ſo much as'one Senſe in the difco- 
Thad 


An poterunt ocitlds aures reprehendere, an anvet 
Tas, an hunc porro taFnm ſapor arguet oric, 
An confutabunt nares, oculive revincent 2 


Can Ears the Eyes, the Touch the Ears corre; 
Or is that Touch by Taſhjing to be check'd : 
Or th' other Senſes ſhall the Nofe, or Eyes- - 
Conlute 1a their peculiar faculties ? | 


They all make the extreameſt limits of our abi- 
lity. 


ER  ſeorſum cnique poteſtas - 
Diviſa eſt, ſue vis cuique eſt, 


Each has it's power diſtinaly, and alone 
' And every Senle's power 1s It s OWN. 


zc0) x Tt is impoſſible to make a man, naturally blind, 
” conceive that he does not ſee,impoſhble to make 

him deſire Sight, or to be ſenfible of his defed. 

For which Reaſon, we ought+inot to derive any 
affarance from the Soul's being contented and 

ſatisfied with thote we have : confidering that it 

- cannot be ſenſible herein of it's Infirmity and Int- 

| perfection, 
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perfection; if there bs, ang:ſhgh aþing,. tis jms 


poſlible to fay, apy. thing; te.this, blind Many ei: 


ther by: Argument;;or Simtlizuge, | that can -poR 
ſe; his Imagination with any! Apprehenſion; of 
Light, Colour, ar Sight. There-nothing:remaing 
behind that can puſh'on the Senſes to Eviderice: 
Thoſe that-.are- born. Blind, .:whom-we hear tq 
with rhey. could: ſee, it.18 not that. they under- 
ſtand what they: deſire ; They have learn'd from 
us. that they, want ſomething, thatithere is ſome- 


thing to- be. defired. that we. have; which they 


can.,name indeed, and ſpeak of- it's Efiects and 
Canſeqyence, but-yet they know not what it is, 


nor apprehend: it: Not-at all, T have ſeen a Gen- « x) 


tleman. of a good Family,.-who was-born Blind, 
or atleaſt Blind-from ſuch an Age that he knows 
nat. what Sight is 3 who, is. ſo lictle ſenſible of 
his defe&, that he makes uſe as wedo.of Words 
proper for Seeing, and applies them after aman- 
ver wholly particular, and his, own. They 
brought him a Child to which he was Godfa- 


ther, which having taken into his Arms : Good 


God (faid he) what a fine Child is this, how 
beautiful to look upon, what a pretty Face it has { 
He will ſay, like one of us,: this Room has a ve- 


ry. fine Proſpect, it is clear Weather, the Sun - 
_ ſhines bright. And moreover, being that Hunting, 
Tennis, and Butts, are. our Exerciſes, and that - 
he, has heard ſo, he has taken a liking to them, 


wul Ride a Hunting 3 and believes he has as 
good-a ſhare of the Sport as we have 5 and will 
expreſs, himſelf as angry or pleas'd as:the beſt of 
us all, and yet knows nothing of it, but by the 
$2711 : D d 4 Ear. 


i 
"wif 


Y 3 


© _ Far. On&criesout'tohim, heres # Hare, wheij 

he istipon' ſome'every Plain where he'may '{afety 

Ride 3' arid afterwards,” when' they'tel{-bim "the 
Harte'is kill'd, he ' will 'be' a8 overjoy'd;- and 
proud of ir, as he hears others ſay! they are; He: 

will take a Tennis Ball' in hisfeft! had; and 

ſtrike it away with the Racket :*He'wHl ſhoot 

with a Musket at rardom, and is e6ritented with 

what his'People tell him, 'that he is 'over'vr 

wide. Who knows whether 'all humane' kind 


5 


an Apple as it were- with all our Senſes: We 
there find Redneſs, Smoothnels, Odour, and 
Sweetneſs : But it may have other Vertues be- 
fides thefe.as to heat, or bind, which no ſenfe of 

. ourscan have any reference unto. ls it not likely 

a [) * that there are ſenſitive faculties in Nature that 

are fit to judge. of, and to diſcern thoſe which 
we'call the occult Proprieties in ſeveral things, 

as for the Load-ſtone to attrad& Iron 5 and that 

the want of ſuch faculties is the cauſe that we 

are ignorant of the true Eflence of ſuch things? 

"Tis peradventure ſome particularSenſe that gives 

Cocks to underſtand; what hour it 1s of Mid: 

« pight, aid when it growsto betowards Day, _— 
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that (makes them to. Crow accordingly 5 that 1 -©>y. - : 


teaches Chickens, before they have any Experi- 
ence of what: they. are, to fear-a'Spar-hawk, and 
nota Gooſe, ora Peacock, though Birds of a much 
larger Size : That cautions them./of the. hoſtil 


' Quality the Cat has againſt them, | and makes 


theim not to fear a Dog : To arm:themſelves a- 
gainſt; the meawing (a kind of flattering Voice) 
of the one, and nar againſt the barking, aſhrill, 
and threatning Voice of the other. That teach- 
e&'Waſps, Ants, and Rats, to: fall. upon the beſt 
Pear, and the beſt Cheeſe, before they have taſted 
ther, and inſpires the Stag, Elephant, and Ser- 
pents, with the knowledge of' a' certain Herb 
proper for their Cure. There 1s no Senſe that 
has-nat a mighty Dominion, and that does not 
by it's power. introduce an infinite number of 
Knowledges. If. we were defeCtive in the intel- 
ligence of ſounds of Muſick, and of the Voice, 
it would caufe an-inimaginable confuſion in' all 
the.xeſt of our Science. For, beſides. what ap- 


pertains to the proper effect of every Senſe, how 


many Arguments, Conſequences, and Concluſi- 
ons do we draw to other things, by comparing 
one Senſe with another 2? Let an Underſtand- 
ing Man imagine humane Nature originally pro- 
duc'd without the-Senſe of Seeing, and conſider 
what Ignorance and Trouble ſuch aDefet would 
bring upon him, what a Darkneſs, and Blindneſs 
in-the Soul 3 he'will then ſee by that of how 
great Importance to the knowledge of Truth, 
the privation of ſuch another Senſe, or of two, 


have / 
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XA<0* x have form'd a Fruth by the Conſultation ani 
Concutrence of! our five Senſes; -but perativen 
ture, we ſhou[dhave the confent and'contriby 

tion of eight or ter;'to make'acernmn diſcove 

os nd of our ownBding.” TheiSe&#z that.conrovere; 
Knowledge of man; doit principally: by theif 
certainty anid-wealtnieſs of eur Sehſes. For find? 
all-Knowledge'% by their means and mediation 
convey d wnto us,' if they fail in their report 
if they corrupt, of alter what they:bring us'frot 
wichout, if the Light which by them creeps'in 
to:the Sonl be obl curd in the paſſage, we have 
« nothing elſ&-+& holÞby. From-this extream dif. 
ficullty:a} theſs fancies proceed, that every; fub- 
je& has all: we there hind in it 'felf: That iths 
nothing it #t of what we think» we there find; 
and- that of the' Epicureans, thi the war Is no 

oper than 'ris Jjadgd by our fight to be : 


Lacret. lib, |  @uicquid jd eſt wihilo fertur majore” PE, | 
$- - * Guia noſtris oeulis quam cernimus eſſe videtur. 


-*Bur be it what it will in our efteems, * 
*Ir is no bigger chan to us it ſeems. | 


That the apparences, which repreſent .a-Body 
great to him that -Is near, and leſs to him! that 
is more remote, Are both : true ;/ Fe 


Nec tamen bie abi alli concedimus biluns 
Ia. lb. 4. Proinde animi Vitium hac oculis gy nblis 


yi Yet that the Eye's'deluded; we deny p 
Charge not the Soul'sfault = 22 Ng on ai} 7 
an 
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Senſes 5 that we' are t6:1ye at then Meteyy and 
ſeek elſewhere Reaſons to ſalve rand Exbaſt'the 


Difference and*Qontradiftions Wwe'there':ffgd; 


evet) to the inverting of Lyes' and other fl, 
(if it comets that): rather _ TheStn- 
ſes. Timagoras yow'd, thit by pr—_—_ or thr 
ning his Eye, he'eould'never whore ihe'1 

of te Candle t6 dovbte, and” thar'the' £ 
ſo, proceeded! froth the Vice' &f OpmMon; and 
not from the Inftaywenrt. 'The' molt \abfait4 of 
all the Epicureu#s 'Abſitrdiries; '18/H — 
force and effect of the Senſes. 7 


"It, F 


*;4 


Proinde quod i rome f by, chiies i fompos Thid:i 


' Vern17 oft, * 

Et þ non potwit ratio” Jars canſans;." 
Car ea qu# frerint'juxtimn' atoapteend 1 
ih rotwida: talwen proftet rationds epontens | 

| Redaltre thentloſe rauſas utrinſqitt figure, 
D nite tanibus tramifeſt ſi emmere ue, 
bt wnolart fidem prijzant;, & eorvellere tobe” 
Lt Fondamenta, quibus nixatur vita'ſaluſque. * 


_ +-wt eniny ratio rnat 0H, Vita quoge 


Coca extemplo, niſi credere fonfbi a 
revipiteſque locos vitare, & cetera que ff int 
In genere | hoe fogichda. | 


Whatever, and whenever ſeen, : true, 
And if our Reaſon can't the Kfet undoe, 


Why things feem'tobe ſquare when very near, . 


And at a greater diſtance round appear 3: 


Seighoue de ViBrivignets Bybje, 
and 0” Sn tht there is 6 4evert Fr the ---. | 
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' 412 _DSeigtei we Montaigne's B/eys. Book IL 
| ..:'Ts better yet for him that's ata pauſe WW 
To give:of ether Figure a. falſe cauſe, 
_ -»-| Than-ro! permit things manifeſt to go 

> Qut-ofhis Hands, to give the 1lye unto 

-»; is Grſt. belief, and the Foundations, rend 

.;; On-whigh all Life and Safety do depend. 

.. For. not alone Reaſon, ; but Life and all 

Rr Rs will. with ſudden Ruin fall ; 

- Unleſs we dare; our Senſes' truſt to mils 

\ The danger of a dreadful predipice, | 
+, And-other ſuch like Dangers, that with Care 
..' And Warwmeſs;to be 'cyaded.are.. 


. This ſo deſperateand unphiloſophical Advice, 

expreſſes gnly this, that humane Knowledge 

cannot ſupport it ſelf but by Reaſon, that is un- 

reaſonable, fooliſh and mad 3 bur that it is yet 

hetter,.. that. man, to ſet.a; greater value-upon 

himldf; make uſe of any other Remedy, how 

| fantaſtick. ſoever, than to confeſs his neceſlary 

Ignorance 5.8 truth ſo diſadvantageous to him. 

e.cannot avoid owning, that the Senſes are 

the ſovereign Lords of his Knowledge; but 

they are.uncertain, and falfifiable in all Cir- 
cumſtances. 'Tis there that he 1s to fight-it out - 

_ to thelaſt'; and if hjs juſt Forces fail him,as they 

| da, to ſupply that Defe&t with Obſtinacy, Te- 

| 19” 4 merity and Impudence.. In cafe that what the 

4 Epicureans ſay be true, viz. That we have no 

Knowledge if the Senſes apparevces be falſe 3 and 

if that alſo be true, which the Stoicks fay, That 

the apparences of the Senſes are ſo falſe, that they 

can furniſh us with no manner of Raoplece:* 

c 


% 


epoch 


We ſhall conclude;to the Diſadvantage: of theſe 
two great Dogmatical SeFs, that there 1s no- 


Science at all. As to what concerns the Error * 


and uncertainty of the Operation of the Senſes, 


every one may furniſh himſelf with as many ex- 
amples as he pleaſes; ſo ordinary are the Faults. 


and Tricks-they put upon us. In the Eccho of a 
| Valley, the ſound of the Trumpet ſeems to 
| meet us, which comes from a place behind. 


re Extanteſque procul medio de gurgite montes \UHbid. 


Idem apparent longe diverſi licet. 
Et fugere ad puppine colles, campique videntur 


E, u0s agimmus propter Navim. 
e 
- | And Rocks ith Seas that proudly raiſe their wr. creek 
t . Head, | 
h Tho far disjoyn'd, tho Royal Navies ſpread 
F Their Sails between; yet if from diſtance 
/ ſhown, I; 
. They ſeem an I{land all combin'd in one. _ 
: Thus 4 though driven by a proſperous 
Gale, | 


Seem fixt to Saylors, thoſe ſeem under Sail 
That ride at Anchor ſafe; and all admire, 
As they row by, to ſee the Rocks retire. \ 


m—Ubi in medio nobis equns acer obheſit 
 Flumine, equi corpus tranſuerſum ferre videtur 
Vis, & in adverſum Flumen contrudere raptins. 


Thus, when inrapid Streams my Horſehath ſtood, ,,. ;,...z | 


AndIlook'd downward onthe rowling Flood ; 
| - Though 
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- Ocfheisde Monidights Bfajs. Book it, | 
Though heft6od fill; I thonghr he did divide il 
The headlonky Streams,$e ſtrive againſtthe Tide, þ' 


W272" « - Like # Mucket Bullet, under the Fore-finger, 


the middle Finger being lap'd over it, which 
feels fo hke two, that a Man will have much 
ado to perſuade himſelf there ts but one; the 
end ofthe two Fingers feeling each of them one 


at the ſame time. For that the Senſes are very 


"often Maſters of our Reafof; and canſtrain itto 


— ume — 


receive Impreſſions which'it' judges and knows 


to be falſe, is frequently feen; I fer afide the 


Senſe of feeling, rhat has its Funttions nearer, 
more lively and ſubſtantial z that ſo often by 


£-2.:" the effet of the Pains it helps the Body to, 


| > oO”, 


ſubverts and overthrows all thoſe fine Stoical 
Reſolutions, and compells him to- cry out of his 
Belly, whohas reſolutely eſtablifh/d this Do&rine 
1n his Sou], that the Cholick,and all other Pains 
and Diſeaſes are indifferent things 5 not having 
the Power 'to abate any thing of the Sovereign 
Felicity, wherein the wiſe man 1s ſeated by his 
Vertue. There is no Heart ſo effeminate, that the 


rattle and ſound of our Drams and Trampers 


will not enflame with Courage; nor fo ſullen, 
that the Harmony of oyr Muſick will not rouſe 
and cheer ; - nor ſo ftubborn Soul, that will 
not feel 'it ſe ſtruck with ſome Reverence, 


' in conſidering the gloomy vaſtnefs of our-Chur- 


ches, the variety of Ornaments, and Order of 


' our Ceremonies, and toear the folemn Muſick 
, of our Organs, and the Grace'and deyout Har- 


mony 
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mony 'of our Voices. Evert 'thole that -come'iri 
with' Contempt, feel a eertain, ſhivering 'n 
thety Hearts, and ſomething of dread that -makeg 
them 'begin 'to- donbt their Opimons. For my 
part, I do not think my felt ſtrong enough to 
hear'-an Ode of ' Horace or Catullus' Sung by A 
2autiful young Mouth without emotion. And 


flower of Beauty. One wonld once make me 
believe, that a certain Perſon, whom all we 
Frenchmen know, had imposd upon me, inre- 
peating ſome Verſes that he had made; that they 


were not the ſame upon the Paper that 'they .: .. + 


were in the Air, and that my:Eyes would 


- wake a contrary Judgement to my Ears : So 


great a Power has Pronuntiation to give fafhion 
and value to Works that are left to the Efhca- 
cy and Modulation of the Voice. And there- 
fore Philoxerys was not ſo-much too' blame, 


fition of his, for ſpurning and breaking certain 


Earthen Veſſels of his, ſaying , T break what-%s 


thine, becauſe thou corrupt'ft what is mine. "To * 


what end did thoſe Men, who have with a poſi- 


tive Reſolution deſtroy'd'themfetves, turn away -- 


their" Faces 'that they might not ſee the 'blow 
that -was by -themſelves appointed ? and that 
thoſe, who for their Health defire and command 


' Incifions to be made, and Cauteries to be ap- 
| Plied to:them,cannot endurethe fight of thePre- 


parations, Tnftraments, and Operations of the 


Chyrargeon 3 being that the Sight 1s -not. any 


Way to-participate in the Pain ? Are-not*theſe 


proper 


hearing one give an ill Accent to ſome Compo- 
on of 


' Zeno had reaſon to ſay, That the Voice was the The Voice, 
the flower 
of Beauty 


proper. Examples':to- verifie the authority the 
Senſes have over the Imagination ? "Tis to much 
purpoſe that we know; theſe 'Trefſes were bor. 
rtow'd from a Page, or a Lacquey; that this Ver. 
eilion came from Spain, and: this Cerws from the 
Ocean Sea :..our Sight will nevertheleſs compel 
us, to confeſs that Subje& more. agreeable and 
- more lovely againſt all Reaſon. For in this there 
1 1s nothing of it's own. 


Anferimur cultu, gemntis, auroque teguntur 
-,; Crimina, pars minima eft ipſa puel/a ſui. 
Sepe ubi ſit quod ames inter tam multa requiras 
Lieb orgs hac oculos , HEgide dives amoy. 


 Favltsare with Jewels hid, we'r gull'd by Art, 
\.. The Girl is of her ſelf the ſmalleſt part. _ 
_ When 'mongſt ſo. many things, we ſeek for her 
|, We love, our Eyes often deceived are. 


55.<9. | Whata ſtrange Power do the Poets attribute to 
the Senſes, that make Narciſ#s ſo deſperately 
in Love with his own Shadow ? 


Wl ca he der Wain a; 
| th.z Se cupit.imprudens, & qui probat, ipſe probatur; 
Fo © . Dumgque petit, petitur © pariterque accendit @ 


ardet. | (1%. $5559 


I fr. Sandy.  Admireth all ; for which to be admird "4 
8 And inconfiderately himſelf defird. 


| The Praiſes which he gives, his Beauty claim'd; 
_ Who ſeeks, is ſought, thy Enflamer is footy 
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And 1 Pygenalion's Judgement ſo troubled by the 


Impreſſion of, the ſight of his Ivory Statue, that 


| he loves. and adores it. as.'if it were a living 


Woman. 


417 


- pon dat, reddique putat, ſequiturque tenetque, Ovid. Met; 


Ft credit ta@is digitos inſidere membris, 
| Et metuit preſtos veniat ne livor in artas. 


_ He kifles, and believes he's kiſs'd again, 
Seizes, and twixt his arms his Love doth ſtrain, 
And thinks the poliſh'd Ivory rhus held, 
Does to his fingers amorous preſſure yield, 
And has a tender Fear, leſt black and blue 
Should in the Parts with ardour preſsd enſue, 


Let a Philoſopher be put into a Cage of ſmall 
thin ſet Bars of Iron, and hang him on the Top 
of the high Tower of. Noſtre Dame of Paris 5 
He will ſee by manifeſt Reaſon, that he cannot 


= 


lib. 10s 


poſſibly fall, and yet he will find (unleſs, he ..- 


have been uſed to the Plummers Trade) that 


he cannot help, but that the exceſſive height will 


fright and aſtoniſh him. For we have enoughto - 


do. to aſſure our ſelves in the Ga/eries of our 
Steeples, if they are made with Rail and Ba- 
luſter, altho they are of Stone ; and ſome. there 
are that cannot endure ſo much as to think of it. 
Let there be a Beam thrown over betwixt theſe 
two Towers, of breadth ſufficient to walk upon, 
there is no Philoſophical Wiſdom ſo firm. that 


can give us the courage to walk over it, as we 


ſhould do upon the Ground. I have often tried 
this upon our Mountains in theſe Parts 3 and 
| E © | yet 
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yet Iam one' who am' not 'the'moſt(ſubjeCt to be. 
afraid, that I was not able to endure to look in- 
to that infinite Depth without horror and trem- 
bling, though I ſtood above my length from 
the edge of the: Precipice, and could not have 
falln down if I would. Wherel alſo obſerv'd, 
that what height ſoever the Precipice were, 


provided there were ſome Tree, or'ſome jutting 


out ofia Rock. a. little to ſupport and divide 
the Siphe, it a little eaſes our Fears, and gives 
greater Afjurance 3 . as if they were things by 
which. mm. falling we might have ſome relief : 
But that dire& Precipices we are not able to 
look: upon without being giddy 3 »t deſpics ſine 


wertigine ſimul oculorum animique non ,poſſit. 


Which is a manifeſt impoſture of the Sight. And 


therefore it 'was, that the fine Philoſopher put 
out his own Eyes, to free the Soul from being 
diverted by them, and that he might Philoſo- 
phife at 'greater liberty. But by the ſame Rule, 

& ſhould have damnvd up his Ears, that Theo- 
phraſtue ſays are the moſt dangerous Inſtruments 
about vs, for receiving violeot Imprefſtons to 
alter and diſturb us; and finally,ſhould have de- 

rfv'd himfelf of all his other Senſes, that is to 
ay,of his Life and Being 3 For they have all the 
power to command our Soul and Reafon. Fit 
etia72 ſpe fpecie quadam, ſepe vocum gravitatt 


Divin. bb. (Sud cantibus, Ht pellantur animi vehementins : Jept 


Jo 


errant curd &-timore: For it oft falls out that minis 
are more vehemently ftrnck by forte feb, by the 


quality and ſound of the Voice, or Dy Singing 5 and 
oft-tinres #lfo by Grief aid Fear, Phyficians hold, i 
T- ml that 


The Obje& that we love appears to us more | x) 


Chap. 12. - Seignenr de Montaigne's Efſaye. 419 
that there are certain Complexions that are agi- | 5c f, 
tated by ſome Sounds, and Inſtruments, even to | | | 
Fury. I have ſeen ſome, who could not hear a 
Bone gnaw'd under the Table without impati- 
ence 3 and there is ſcarce any man, who is not 
diſtarb'd at the ſharp and ſhrill noiſe that the 
File makes in grating upon the Iron; as alſoto 
hear chewing-near them, or to hear any one 
ſpeak, who has any impediment in the Throat 
or Noſe, will move ſome People even to anger 
and hatred. Of what uſe was that piping prom- 
pter of Gracchzs, who ſoftened, raiſed, and 
mov'd his Maſter's Voice, whilſt he declaim'd at 
Rome, if the movements and quality of the 
ſound had not the power to move and alter 
the Judgments of the Auditory £ In earneſt, 
there is wonderful reaſon to keep ſucha clutter 
about the firmity of this fine piece, that ſuffers 
Itſelf tobe turn'd and twin'd by the motion and 
accidents of ſo light a wind. The ſame cheat 
that the Senſes put upon our Underſtanding, 
they have in turn put upon them. The Soul al- | 6-925 
ſo ſometimes has its revenge, they lye and con- | 1 
tend which ſhould moſt deceive one another. 
What we ſee and hear when we are tranſported 
with Paſſion, we neither ſee nor hear as it is. | 


i 


| 
| 


/q 


Et folem geminuns, & duplices ſe oftendere Thebas, Enid. 


The Su did ſeem as if two Snrs it were, 
And Thebes a double City did appear. 


beautiful than it really is : 
| E e 2 Mul- 
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4 Tucret. 1.4; Myultimodis igitur pravas, turpeſque videmus, 
, - Ef in deliciis, ſummoque in honore vigere, 


1 \ Eatige tis that ugly things 1n fancy'd dreſs 
Nr, h; [ , 
| cg? Seem gay, look fair to Lovers Eyes, and pleaſe, 


and that we hate more ugly. To a diſcontented 

,and afflicted Man, the Light of the Day ſeems 

oy dark-and overcaſt. Our Senſes are not only de- 
/ | pravd, but very often ſtupified by the Paſſions 

” + of the Soul. How many things do we ſee, that 
/| we do not take notice of, if the Mind be taken | 
\ up with other Thoughts? | 


in rebus quoque apertis noſcere poſſes, 
. S3n0n advertas Animum proinde eſſe, quaſs onmi 
\S Tempore ſemote fuerint, longeque remote. - 


| s Ar. Creech, Nay even in plaineſt things, unleſs the Mind 

Fake heed, unleſs ſhe ſets her ſelf to find, 
The thing no more is (een, no more belov'd, 
Than if the moſt obſcure, and moſt remov'd. 


It appears that the Soul retires within, and 
amuſes the Powers of the Senſes. And ſo both 
the inſide, and the outſide of man 1s full of In- 
firmities and Miſtakes. They who have: com- 

The Lif: of par'd our Lives to a Dream, were peradventure 
«Man more in the right than they were aware of; 


* peredtiva . 
Dream. When we dream, the Soul lives, works, and ex- 


( Erciſes all its Faculties, neither morenor leſs,than 
when awake 3 but more-largly and obſcurely 
| Yet 
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Yet not ſo much neither,that the difference ſhould 
be as great as betwixt Night and the Meridional 
Brightneſs of the Sun, but as betwixt Night and 
Shadez there ſhe ſlceps,here ſhe ſlumbers3 but whe- 


- ther more or leſs, 'tis {till dark and Cymmeriare 


Darkneſs. We wake ſleeping, and fleep waking, 
I donot ſee ſoclearly in my Sleep but as to my 
being awake, I never found it clear enough,and 
free from Clouds. Moreover, Sleep, when it 1s 
profound, ſometimes rocks even Dreams them- 

ſelves aſleep, but our awaking 1s never ſo ſprite- 

ly, that it does rightly, and as it ſhould, purge 

and diſſipate thoſe Ravingsand Whimfies, which 

are waking Dreams, and worſe than Dreams. 

Our Reaſon and Soul receiving thoſe Fancies 

and Opinions that come in Dreams, and autho- 

rizing the Actions of our Dreams, with the like 

Approbation that they do thoſe of the Day; 
whereforedo we not doubt, whether our Thought 

and Action is another ſort of Dreaming,and our 

waking a certain kind of ſleep? If the Senſes be 

our firſt Judges, it is not ours that we are to 

conſult; for in Faculty Beaſts have as great, or 

greater right than we, It 1s certain that ſome of 
them have the Senſe of Hearing more quick 

than Man; others that of Seeing, others that of 
Feeling, others that of Touch and Taſte. Demo- 

oritus ſaid, that the Gods and Brutes bad the ſen- 

fitive Faculties more perfe& than Man. But be- 

twixt the Effe&ts of their Senſes and ours, the 

difference is extream. Our Spittle cleanſes and 

dries up our Wounds, it kills the Serpent. 


EeJ || Tantaque 


} Dix, 


GN | 
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Tamtaque in his rehurlifestie defferiteſme eſt, 
Ot quod aliis cibus eſt, aliis fuat acre —_ | 
Spe etenins ſerpens, homints contaG}a ſaliva, 
Diſperſit, ac feſe mandendo conficit ipſa. 


And in thoſe things the diff rence 1s fo great, 
That what's ones Poyſon, 1s anethers Meat ; 
For 'Serpents often have been ſeen, *tis ſaid, 
When touctrd with humane Spittle, to go mad, 
And bite themfelves to Death. SD 


What Quality do we attribute to our Spittle, 
either in reſpect to our ſelves, or to the Serpent? 
By which of the two Senſes ſhall we prove the. 
true Efſence that we ſeek for ? Pliny ſayy, that 
there are certain Sea-Hares in the Indies that 
are Poyſon to us, and we to them 3 infomuch 
that with the leaſt touch we kill them. Which 
ſhall be truly Poyſon, the Man, or the Fiſh? 
Which ſhall we believe, the Fiſh of the Man, or 


the Man of the Fiſh? One Quality of the Air 
' infefs a Man, that does the Oxe no harm ; fome 


other infects the Oxe, but hurts not the Man : 
Which of the two ſhall in Truth and Nature be 
the peſtilent Quality 2 To them who have the 


Fandies, all things ſeems yellow and paler than 


Ibid, 


Mr. Creech, 
Z undies. 


tous: 


Lurida preterea fiunt quecunque tuentur 
Arquati. 


Beſides whatever Jaundice Eyes do view 


Look pale as well as thoſe, and yellow _ 
| or 
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For lurid parts fly off with-nimble Wings, 
M0 And meet the diſtant.coming forms of things 3 
2, And'others hark within;the Eyes, and ſcize, 
And ftrain with pale the entripg. Images. 
' They whoare troubled with the Diſeaſe that i 

t the Phyficians call Hypoſphragma, which is a ſuf- zypophrags Þ 
k ' fuſion of Blood under'the Skin; fee all things = ; 
| red and bloody. What do we know but that 
1 {| theſe Humours which thus alter the Operations 
of Sight, 'predoininate our Beaſts; and are ufual 
with them? For we fee ſome whoſe Eyes are 
yellow, like our People who have the Janndies ; 
> | andothers of a bloody Colfour. "Tis likely that 
the colour of Objeds ſeems other to them, than 


It to us; which of the two ſhall make a right 
it | Judgment? For, it is not faid, that the Eſſence 


h | of things have a Relation to Man only ; Hard- 
h | neſs, Whiteneſs, Depth and Sharpneſs, have re- 
> ference to the Service and Knowledge of Ani- 


r | mals as wellas tous; and Nature has equally de- 

r | figrd them for their uſe. When we preſs down  -9 - 
« | theEye,the Body that welook upon, we perceive 

. | to be longer, and more extended ; many Beaſts 

& | have their Eyes ſo prefsd down: this length 

« | therefore is peradventure the true form of that 

1 | Body, and not that which our Eyes give it in 


their uſual ſtate, If we cloſe the lower part of ' 
the Eye, things appear double to us. 


Bina Lucernarnm florentia lumina Flammic, 
Et duplices hominum facies, &* corpora bina. 
One Lamp ſeems two,and each man does appear 


s Upon a double Bulk two Heads to bear. 
r Ee 4 It 


Thid. 


mm 


© 4i4 Seigrew de Monidighes ſje. Book 11 | 
E- - Tf our Ears be hindred; or the Paſſage: ſtoppd 
with any thing, we'yeceive the ſound quite 
otherwiſe, than we-ufaally do 3 the Animals 
likewiſe, who have either-the Ears hairy, or. but 
a very little hole inſtead 'of an Ear, do not con- 
ſequently hear as we do; but another..kind of 
ſound. We ſee at F eſtivals and Theaters, that 
* Oppoſing a painted Glaſs of a certain Colour to 
the Light of : the Flambeans, all things in the 
Room appear to us-green, yellow, or violet... |} 


on YT ES OOoGS ons. Cab: ods at Ss 


$8771 Et vulgo facinnt id Iutea, ruſſaque vela, 

© Ft ferruginea, cum magnis intenta Theatris | 
Per malos vulgata trabeſque trementia pendent: 
Namque ibi conceſſum caveai ſubter, &* omnen 
Scenaz ſpeciew, patrum matrumque deorumpque : 
Inficiunt, coguntque ſuo volitare colore. 


| Mr.Creech. Thus when pale Curtains, or the deeper. red, 
O're all the ſpacious Theater are ſpread, 
Which mighty Maſts, and ſturdy Pillars bear, 
And the looſe Curtains wanton in the Air 3 
Whole Streams of Colours from the top 1 
do flow, | | 
The Rates divide them in their Paſſage \ 
through; - 
And ſtrain the Scenes, and Men, and Gods 
below. 


J 


'Tis likely that the Eyes of Animals, which 
we ſce to be of divers colours, do produce the 
,_ apparence of Bodies the ſame with their Eyes. 
%*©:x We ſhould therefore,to make a right ] udgement 

0 
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d } of the operations; of the Senſes, be:firſt agreed 
e | with Beaſts, and: ſecondly, amongſt .our ſelves, 
's | which we by no means are, but-enter at every 
t | mwrn into Diſpute 3 foraſmuch as one Hears, Sees, 
- | or Taſtes ſomething otherwiſe than another 
f Þ| does, and: conteſts. as 'much as upon any other 
t || thing, of the diyerſity of the Images that the 
2 | Senſes repreſent to us. A Child, by the ordinary =) 
e | nile of Nature, Hears, Sees, and . Taſtes other- 
wiſe than a Man of thirty years old, and he, 
than one of threeſcore. . The Senſes are in ſome 
more obſcure and :dusky,. and 'more open and 
quick in others 3 and we receive things vari- 
ouſly according as we are, and accordingly as _ -* 
they appear to us. Now our Perception being %+ nz) 
ſo uncertain and controverted, .it 1s no more a of 
wonder if we are told that we may declare that 
Snow. appears white to us, but that to affirm 
that it 1s in it's own Eſſence really fo, is more 


Picture ſeems raisd and emboſs'd to the Sight,in 
the handling it ſeems flat. to the Touch : Shall 
we ſay that Musk, which delights the Smell, and 
1s offenſive to the Taſte, is agreeable or no ? 
There are Herbs and Onguents, proper for one 
part of the Body, that are hurtful to another : 
Honey 1s pleaſant to the Taſte, but offenſive to 
the Sight. They, who to affiſt their Luſt, were 
wont 1n ancient times to make uſe of Magnify- 
Ing Glaſſes, to repreſent the Members they were 
to 


Id. lib. 3. 


M "IA As Meats diffus'd through all the the Mem- 
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\ Senſes did they give the Prize, whether to the 


ſorts of Sounds. Are they our Senſes; I would | 
fain know. that in like manner form thefe Sub- | 
jeds into fo many divers Qualities, or have they 
them really ſuch in themſelves ? And upon this 
doubt, what can we determine of their true 'Eſ- 
ſence ? Moreover, fince the accidents of Diſeaſes, 

- of Raving, or Sleep, makes things appear other- 
' wiſe to us than they do to the Healthful, the 


to ethploy;/ bigger, by that ocular Tumidity, to 
pleaſe rhomlives the more 5, to which of: theiy 


Sight, that reprefents the -Members as large 
and great as they would defire 3-or' to their Fee. 
ling, which repreſents them hittle and contem- 
ptible? Are they our Senſes that fupply'the Sub. 
jx& with theſe different Conditions, and have 
theSubjed&s themſelves nevertheleſs: but one? As 
we ſee inthe Bread we eat, it 1s nothing but 
Bread, ' birt by being eater, it becomes Bones, 
Blood, Fleſh, Hair, and Nails. | 


- Ut cibus in membra, atque- artus Cum diditnr 
[- OMINES | 
Diſperi#, atque aliam naturam ſufficit ex ſe. 


 - bers loſe 
Their former Nature, and different things 
compoſe. 


The humidity fuck'd up by the root of a Tree, 
becomes Trunk,Leaf,and Fruit: and the Air being 
but one, 1s modulated 1na Trumpet to a thouſand 


Wiſe, 
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Wiſe; and thoſe that are awake: E'it not like- | 
ly, that our right poſture of Health and Under- 

ſtanding, and our natural Humors, have alſo 

rge | wherewith to give a Being to things 'that Have | 
e | relation to their own Condition, and acedmmo- -Þ 
- | date them to themſelves, as well/'ss when they [ 
tb. | are diſorder'd ; and onr Health as capable' of gi- 

we | ving them an Aſpedt as Sicknefs? Why has not 

As | the Temperate a certain form of Obje&s relative 

ue | to it as well as the Intemperate'” arid why may 

es, | it not as well ſtamp it with- irs 0wn-Charadter 

as the other? He, whoſe mouths our of 'Tafte, x 00 — * 
| ſays the Wine 1s flat, the healthful Man com- | 
| mends it's flavour, and the thixfty 'ir's briskneſs, - 


- 
SN 


-- | things truly are in themſelves, "being that no- 


7s ed by the Senſes. Where the Compaſs, the Square, 


thing uncertain that they produce. 


=. | Denique ut in fabrica, ſi prava eft regula prima, 14: |. 4- 

7 Normique ſi fallax redis regionibus exit, | 
$ Ez libella aliqua fi ex parte claudicat hilum, 0 
- Omnia mendoſe fieri, atque obſtipa neceſſum eſt, { 

, Prava,cubantia,prona, ſupina, atque abſona teFa, 

, Jam ruere ut quedam videantur velle ruintque 

Prodita judiciis fallacibus ommia primis | 


Hic 


| Mr. Creech. 
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Hic:igitur 1atio-tibi rerum prava neceſſe eſt," |; 
Falſaque, ft falſir quecumque 4 ſenſibus orta eſt, 


- But laſtly, as:in. Building, if the Line ? 
.cBe-not-exact and ſtraight, the Rule decline, & 
+ , Or Level falſe, how vain 1s the Delign ! ; 
LIneven, :an ill ſhapd, and tottering Wall ? 
. Myſt, riſe;”.this.part muſt fink, that part muſt ; 
ENS OR fall, +2030 Fo Se 
Becauſe the:Rules were falſe that faſhion'd all: j 
Thus Reaſons Rules are falſe, if all commence, 
, --Andriſe fromfailing, and from erring Senſe. 


% » P 


| co; Asito what-remains, who can be fit to judge 


ef,; and to determine theſe Differences 2 As we 
fiy.jn Controverfies of Religion, that we muſt 
-haye.a Judge, neither inclining to the one fide 
nor the other, free from all Choice and Aﬀecti- 
on,. which cannot be amongſt Chriſtians 3 juſt 
ſo it falls out in this 3 for if he be old, he can- 
not judge of the ſenſe of old Age, being him- 
ſelf a Party in the Cafe : if Young, there is the 
ſame Exception ; if Healthful, Sick, Aſleep, or 
Awake, he is ſtill the ſame incompetent Judge : 
We muſt have ſome oye exempt from all theſe 
Propoſitions, as of things indifferent to him 3 
and by this Rule we muſt have a Judge that ne- 
ver was. To judge of the apparence that we _ 
receive of Subjets, we ought to have a deci- 
ding Inſtrument, to prove this Inſtrument, we 
muſt have Demonſtration, to verifie this Demon- 
ſtration, an Inſtrument, and here we are upon 
the Wheel. Seeing the Senſes cannot determine 
OUr 


and rowling, and conſequently, nothing certain 
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our Diſpute, being full of incertainty themſelves, 
it muſt then be Reaſon that muſt do it 3 but no 
Reaſon can be ereted upon any other founda- 
tion than that of another Reaſon, and ſo we 


run back toall Infinity. Our fancy does not ap- - 


ply it ſelf to things that are ſtrange, but 1s con- 
ceiv'd by the mediation of the Senſes, and Sen- 
ſes do not comprehend a foreign Subject, but 
only their own Paſſions, by which means fancy 
and apparence are no part of the Subjeq, but 
only of the Paſſion and Sufferance of Senſe, 
which Paſſion and Subje& are ſeveral things 3 
wherefore, whoever judges by Apparences,judg- 
es by another thing than the Subject. And to 
fay that the Paſſions of the Senſes convey to 
the Soul the quality of ſtrange Subje&ts by 
Reſemblance : how can the. Soul and Under- 
ſtanding be aſlur'd. of this Reſemblance, having 


_ of it ſelf no Commerce with foreign Subjects 2? 
As they who never knew Socrates, cannot, when 


they ſee his Picare, ſay it is like him. Now; 
whoever would notwithſtanding judge by Ap- 
parences, if it be by all, it 1s impoſſible, be- 
cauſe they hinder one another by their Contra- 
rieties' and Diſcrepancies, as we by Experience 
ſee. Shall ſome ſele& Apparences govern thereſt ? 
You muſt verifie this Sele& by another Select, 
the ſecond by the third, and conſequently there 
will never be any end on't. Finally, there is no 


conſtant Exiſtence neither of the Objeds Being, 


nor our own. Both we,and our Judgements,and all 
mortal things, are evermore inceſſantly running 


cal 
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5+ - caft be eftabliſh'd from the one to the other, 
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both 'the Judging and the judged being in a 
contimal Motion and Mutation : We have no 
Commumreatron with Being, by reaſon that all 


 * bumane Nature is always in the mid'it, berwixt ' 


being Born and Dying, giving but an obſcure 
Apparence and Shadow, a weak and uncertain 
Opinion oft felf. And if peradventure you fix 
your thought to apprehend your Being, itt would 
be but like graſping Water, for the more you 
dutch your hand to ſqueeze and hold what is in 
its-own nature flowing, 10 much more you 
lofe of what you would graſp and hold : So 
ſeeing that all things are ſubject to paſs from 
one change to another, Reaſon, that there looks 
for a real Subſtance, finds it felf decetv'd, not 
being able to apprehend any thing that is Sub- 
fiſtent and Permanent, becauſe that every thing 
1s exther entring into Being, and is not yet 
wholly arriv'd at it, or begins to Dye before it 
1s Born, Plato fatd, that Bodies had never any 
Exiſtence, but only Birth 3 conceiving that Ho- 
zer had made the Ocean, and Thetzs, Father 
and Mother of the Gods, to ſhew us, that all 
things are in a perpetual Fluuation, Motion, 
and Variation ; the Opinion of all rhe Philoto- 
phers, as he ſays, before his time, Parmernides 
only excepred, who would not allow things to 
have Motion, of the Power whereof he ſets a 
mphty Value. Pythagorzs was of Opmion, that 


; all Matter was flowing and unſtable : The S10- 


3cks, that there is no time preſent, and that what 
we call fo, is nothing but the junure, and 
; 1 meeting 
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meeting of the future and the paſt : Herach- FFT - | 


t#5, that never any man entred twice into the 
fame River: Epicharmus; that who borrow'd 


Money but an hour ago, does not owe it now; - 
and, that he, who was invited over-night to - 


come the next day to Dinner, comes nevertheleſs 
uninvited, conſidering, that they are no more 
the Tame men, bur are become others; and, that 
there' could not a mortal Subſtance be found 
rwice in the ſame Condition : for, by the fud- 
denneſs and quickneſs of Change, it one while 


_ diſperſes, and another reaſſembles 3 it comes and 


s after ſach a manner, that what begins to be 

n, never arrives to the Pertection of Being; 
foraſmuch as that Birth is never fimſh'd, and 
never ſtays, as being at an end, but from the 
Seed is evermore changing and ſhifting from 
one- to another. As humane Seed is'firft in the 
Mothers Womb made a formleſs Exebrio ,' after 
deliver'd thence a ſucking-Infant 5 afterwards 
it becomes a Boy, then conſequently a Youth, 
after that a full Man, then a middle-ag'd Man; 
and at laſt a decrepid old Man. So that Ageand 
ſubſequent Generation 1s always deſtroying and 
ſpoiling that which went before. "ne 


Muytat enine Mundi naturan totins &tas, © Item, lib.s, | 
mlb. 


Ex alioque alins ſtatus excipere onm1ia debet, 
Nec manet illa ſui fimilis res, omnia migrant,. 
Omnia commutat natura @&* vertere cogit. 


-For 'Time the Nature of the World tranſlates; 


-: Andgivesall thingsnew from preceding ſtates: 


Nought 
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2g, |. Nough like it ſelf remains, but all do range, 


And Nature forces every thing to change. 


< 
g 


And yet we fooliſbly fear one kind of Death, 
Whereas we; have already paſt,and do daily paſs 
ſo. many other. For not only, as Heraclitus ſaid, 
the Death of the Fire 1s the Generation of the 
Air, and the Death of Air the Generation 
of Water : but moreover, we may more mani- | 
feſtly diſcern it in our ſelves : The Flower of Þ 
Youth dies, and paſles away when Age comes | 
on, and youth is terminated in the Flower of | 
Age of a full grown Man ; Infancy in Youth, | 
and the firſt Age dies in Infancy ; Yeſterday di. | 
ed. in to Day, and to Day will die in to Mor- | 
row ; and there 1s nothing that remains in the | 
{ame ſtate, or that is always the ſame thing. | 
And that it is ſo, my this by the _ ; Itwe | 
X') x are awAyes one and the ſame, how comes it | 
then to paſs, that we are now pleas'd with one 
thing, and by and by with another > How comes 
It. to- paſs that we love contrary things, that we 
Praiſe or condemn them ? How comes it to paſs | 
that we have different AﬀeTions, and no more 
_ _ _ retain the ſame Sentiment in the ſame Thought ? 
ſa) For it is not likely that without mutation we 
ſhould aſſume other Paſſions 3 and that-which 
ſuffers Mutation does not remain the ſame, and 
if -it be not the ſame, it is not at all : But the 
{fame that the Being is, does,like it, unknowing- 
yl ng and alter, becoming evermore ano- - 
ther from another thing : And conſequently 
« the natural Senſes abuſe and deceive themſelves, 
1. | Th | taking 
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ter, has been, or ſhall be :- Which at the firſt | 


ering, does projently deſtroy it 5 for it imme- 
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taking that which ſeems, for that which is, for 

want of well knowing what that which 1s, is. 

But what is it then that truly is? That which 1s 

Eternal : that is to ſay, that. never had begin-. 

ning, nor never ſhall have ending, and to.which : 

Time can bring no mutation. For Time 1s amo- Tine 4 md 
bile thing, and that appears as in a ſhadow, with. ,;ou © 

2 matter evermore flowing and running, with- permanency 
out ever remaining ſtable and permanent : and | 

to which thoſe words appertain, before, and af-. 


Se TAs tes eas Faro PIR 8 


ſight evidently ſhew, that it 1s not a thing that | 
is3 and it were a great folly, and an apparent - | 
falſity, to ſay that-that is, which is not yet in I 
being, or that has already ceas'd-to be. And as , Ao*=dw |: 
to theſe words, preſent, inſtant, -and now, by c 
which it ſeems that we principally ſupport and 
found the intelligence of 77ze, Reaſon diſco-. 


NN In 


diately divides and ſplits it into-the future and 
paſt, being of neceſſity to conſider it divided 
in two. The ſame happens to Nature, that is + 
meaſurd, as to Time that meaſures it'z for ſhe 
has nothing more ſubſiſting and permanent than 
the other, but all things are either born, bear- 
ing, or dying. By which means, it were a ſin- 
ful ſaying, to ſay of God, who is He who on- 
ly 3s, that He was, or that He ſhall be : for thoſe 
are Terms of declenfſion, tranſportation, and vi- 
ciſfitude, of what cannot continue, nor remain 
in Beizg, Wherefore we are to conclude, that 11 
God only is, not according to any meaſure of 
Time, but according to an immutable and im- 
F f move- F 
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moveable Eternity, not meaſur'd by Time, nor 
ſabje& to any Declenfion : before whom no. | 
thing was, and after whom nothing ſhall be, ei. 
ther rthore new, or more recent, but a real Be. 
ing, that with one fole Now fills the for ever, 
and that there is nothing that truly is, but He 
alone 3 without being able to ſay, He has been, 
or ſhail be, without beginning, and without end, 
To this Religious concluſion of a Pagan, I ſhall 
only add this teftimony of one of the ſame con- 
dition, for the cloſe of this long and tedious 

.. Diſcourfe, which would furniſh me with end- 
[Pz<\ s Jeſs matter. What 2 vile and abjeF thing, ſays he, 

7 _ if he do not raiſe himſelf _ Humani- 

iy tj £ 'Iisa good word, and a profitable deſire, 
2 Git withall abſurd 3 For to make the handle 

' bigger than the Hand, and the Cubit longer 
than the Arm, and to hope to ſtride further than 

our Legs can reach, is both impoſſible and mon- 

ſtrous 3 or that Man ſhould rife above himſelf 

and Humanity : for he cannot ſee but with his 

* Eyes, nor feize but with his Power. He ſhall 

be exalted, if God will lend him his extraordi- 
nary hand 3 he ſhall exalt himſelf, by abandon- 
ing and renouncing his own proper means, and 
by ſaffering bimſelf to be raigd and elevated 
by means purely Celeſtial 3 It belongs to our 
Chriſtian Faith, and not to the Stoical Vertue, 
to pretend to that Divine and miraculous Me- 
vamorphoſis. | 
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CHAP, XIIL 


\ \ Death, which without doubt is the 

moſt remarkable a&ion of humane Life ; we are 

to take notice of one thing, which is, that men 

very hardly believe themſelves to be-arriv'd to 

that period. Few men dye in an opinion that it 

is their lateſt hour, and there is nothing wherein 

the flattery of Hope does more delude us. It ne- q,;.. 
ver ceaſes to whiſper in our Ears, Others have reſolute 
been much ficker without dying 3 my conditi- france. . © 

n Pr at the arte 

on 1s not ſo deſperate as 'tis thought, and at the ce of 
worſt, God has done other Miracles. Which hap- death» 
. pens, by reaſon that we fet too much valueup- 

on our ſelves. It ſeems as if the Univerſality of 
things were in ſome meaſure to ſuffer by our 
diſſolution, and that it did commiſerate our 
condition. For as mnch as our deprav'd fight 
repreſents things to it {elf after the ſame man- 

ner, and that we are of opinion they ſtand in 

as much need of us as we do of them 3 like Peo- 

ple at Sea, to whom Morintains, Fields, Cities, 
Heaven and Earth are toſsd at the ſame rate 

they are : 


Of judging of the Death of another. 3 
Hen we judge of another's aſfuratice in 4, £308 


Provehiniur portu, terreque, urbeſque recedunt. nd. L.2. | 


Out of the Port with a brisk gale we ſpeed, | 
And making way, Cities and Lands recede. =] 


Ff 2 Who- 
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| 5 Ig" | Whoever ſaw old Age that did not applaud the 

q pait, and condemn the preſent time, laying the 
fault of his Miſery and Diſcontent upon the 
World, and the Manners of Men ? 


Laorer.l. 1. . Famque caput quaſſans grandis ſuſpirat arator, 
I Bt cum tempora, temporibus preſentia confert 
Preteritis, laudat fortunas ſepe parentis, 
Et crepat antiquum genus ut pietate repletum. 


Now the old Ploughman ſighs and ſhakes his 
Head, | 1 

And preſent times comparing with thoſe fled, 

His predeceſſors happineſs does. praiſe, 

And the great Picty of that old Race. 


We will make all things to go along with 
us : whence it follows, that we conlider our 
Death as a very great thing, and that does not 
ſo eaſily paſs, nor without the ſolemn Conſulta- 
tion of the Stars: Tot circa unnm Caput tumultu- 
antes Deos, and ſo much the more think it, as 
we' more value our ſelves. What ſhall ſo much 
Knowledge be loſt, with ſo much damage to the 
World without a particular concern of the De- 
ſtinies? Does ſo rare and exemplary a Soul coſt 
No more the killing than one that 1s mean, and 
of no uſe to the publick ? This Life that pro- 
tects ſo many others, upon which ſo many other 
Lives depend, that employs ſo vaſt a number of 
men in his Service, and that fills ſo many places, 
ſhall it drop off like one that hangs but by its 
own (imple Thread ? None of us layes it enough 

| ro 
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to Heart, that we are but one. Thence proceed- 


ed thoſe Words of Ceſar to his Pilot, more tu- 
mid than the Sea that threatned him, | 


—— ſtaliam ſi celo authore recuſas 1. Lncank. ww 
s Me pete : ſola tibi cauſa hec eft juſta timorics, 

Vicorem non noſce Fun, perruwpe procellas 

Tutela ſecure mei — - 


If thou to ſail to 1taly decline 
X Under the Gods ProteQtion, truſt to mine; 
\ The only juſt cauſe that thou haſt to fear, 
Is that thou doſt not know thy Paſlenger 3 
But, I being aboard, {light Neptures braves, 
And fearleſs cut thorough the ſwelling Waves. 


And theſe, 
credit jam digna pericula Ceſar 
L Fatis eſſe ſuis, tantuſque evertere ( dixit ) 
Me ſuperis labor eſt, parua queen puppe ſellewens, 


an magno petiere mars; ——— 


Ceſar did now believe,and then did cry, 
What 1s it for the Gods a task fo great 
To overthrow me, that to do the feat 
In a poor little Bark they muſt be fain 
| Here to ſurprize me on the ſwelling Main? 


And that idle Fancy of the Publick, that the Sun The Suns 


$ Theſe Dangers, worthy of his Deſtiny, 
| ; 


: carried in his Face the Mourning for his Death fe 
| a whole Year, Death of 
| : Czlar. 


Ile etiame extinifo miſeratus Caſare Romam, yj;gy, 
— Gare Caput obſcura nitidum ferrugine texit. Geng, 


&- And * 
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And pittying Rome, Great Ceſar being dead, 
Inmourrng Clouds Sal veil'd his ſhining Head, 


and a thouſand of the like ; wherewith the 
| World faffers it ſelf to be fo eafily impos'd up- 
K- on, believing that our intereſts alter the Hea- 
| vens, and that they are concern'd at our ordi- 
?hn. na, Dary Actions. Non tanta Celo ſocietas nobiſcunt 
Hiſt, lib. 2» eſt, ut woſtro fato mortalis ſit ille, quoque fiderun 
Fr&  fulgor, There is no ſuch Aſlzance betwixt us and 
Heaven, that the Brightneſs of the Stars ſhould be 
made Mortal by our Death. Now to judge of 
the Conſtancy and Reſolution in a Man that 
does not yet believe himſelf to be certalnly in 
Danger, though he really is, is no Reafon; and 
tis not non that he dies 1n this poſture, un- 
leſs he did purpoſely put himfelf into it for this 
IR efiect. It moſt commonly falls out 1n moſt men, 
6. | that they ſer a good Face upon the Matter, and 
| peak with great Indifferency, to acquireRepu- 
tation, which they hope afterward living to en- 
joy. Of all that I have ſeen dye, Fortune has 
diipos'd their Countenances, and no delign of 
theirs 3 and even of thoſe who in ancient times 
have made away themſelves, there 1s much to be 
confider'd, whether it were a ſudden, or a lin- 
RN gring Death. That cruel Roz#ar Emperour 
© © | would fay of his Prifoners, That he would make. 
them feel Death, and if any one kill'd himſelf in 
Priſon, That Fellow has made an eſcape from me; 
be would fay he would ſpin out Death, and 

make it felt by Torments. 
Vidimns 


Os as 
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Vidimus & toto quamvis in Corpore ceſo, 
Nil anime lethale datum, moremque nefande 
Durum ſevitie, percun@is parcere mortz, 


And in tormented Bodies we have ſeen, 
Amongſt thoſe Wounds none that have mor 


tal been, Fe 


Inhumane Method of dire Cruelty, 
That means to kill ; yet will not let men dye, 


Lucan. 1.2 


In plain truth, it is no ſuch great Matter for y@ 2, 


 aManin Health andin a temperarte ſtate of Mind, 


to relolye to kill himſelf; it is very eafie togive 
ul f1 efore one comes to thepuſh: Ws. 
that Hel;ogabalus, the moſtefteminate Man in the 
World, amongſt his. moſt ſenſual Pleaſures, 
could forecaſt to make himſelf dye delicately, 
when he ſhould be forc'd thereto. And that his 
Death might not give the lye to the reſt of hjs 
Life, had purpoſely built a ſumptuous Tower, 
the Front and Baſe whereof was coverd and lay'd 
with Planks enrich'd with Gold and precious 
Stones, thence to precipitate himſelf 3 and alſo 
causd Cords twiſted with Gold and Crimſon 
Silk to be made, wherewith to ſtrangle bimſelf; 
and a Sword with the blade of Gold to beham- 


-mer'd out to- fall upon : and kept Poyſon in 


Veſſels of Emerald and Topaze wherewith to 


——_—_——— II Lo een — 


poyſon himſelf; according as he ſhould like to 


. chooſe one of theſe ways of dying, 


Ffg |  Impiger 
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-with greater Reſolution have determin'd to dil- 


'were with one blow which took away the let- 
ſure of feeling the Effect: for it 18 to be queſti- 


. reſolv'd to dye, and not having gone deep 


' Grand Mother ſent hima Poignard, with which 


: t00-much tenderneſs,gave his Adverſaries Opor- 
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Impiger, & fortis virtute coatta, 
By-a forc'd /Valour reſolute and brave. - 


Yet, for ſo much as concerns this Perſon, - the 
efteminacy of his Preparations makes it more 
likely that he would have thought better on't, 
hd he been put to the teſt. But in thoſe who 


patch themſelves, we muſt examine, whether it 
on'd, whether perceiving Lite by littlegnd little 


to ſteal away, the ſentiment of the BodWmixing 
it ſelf with that of the Soul, and the means of 


poyſoning himſelf, afterward repented. It has 
hapned 1n our time, that a certain Perſon being 


enough at the firſt thruſt, the ſenlibility of the 
Fleſh oppofing his Arm, gave himſelf three or 
four Wounds more , but could never prevail 
upon himſelf to thruſt home. W talſt Plartius 
Sylvanus was upon his Tryal, Virgs!antie his 


not being -able to kill himſelf, he made his Ser- 
vants to cut his Veins. Albxcillea in Tiberivs 
his Time, having, _ to kill himſelf, ſtruck with 


tunity 


Chap: 13. - Seignevr:de Montaigne's Eſays. 
 tunity to impriſon, and put him to Death their 


own way : and that: great Leader Demoſthenes, . © 7 


" after his Rout in 97czly did the fame 3 and C. 
Fimbria, having ſtruck himſelf too weakly, ' in- 
treated his Servant-to diſpatch him, and to kill 
him out. . On the contrary, Oftorizs, who 
+conld not make uſe of his own Arm, diſdain'd 
-to employ that :of is Servant to any other 
uſe, but only to hold the Poignard ſtraight 
and firm 3 and running his Breaſt full drive 
againſt it, thruſt himſelf through. . Tis in 
truth a morſel that is to be ſwallowd with- 
out chewing, unleſs a man be throughly re- 
 :folvdgg.and yet Adrian the Emperour made his 

PhyfMer mark and incircle in his Pap the 
mortal place wherein he was to ſtab, to him 
he had given order to kill him. For this rea- 
ſon it was, that Ceſar being ask'd what Death 
he thought to be the moſt defir'd, made An- 
ſwer, The leaſt premeditated, and the ſhorteſt, 
If Ceſar dard to fay it, it is no Cowardize in 
me to believe it. A ſhort Death, ſays Pliny, 
1s the ſovereign good hap of- humane Lite. 
They do not much care to diſcover it : No one 
can ſay that he is reſolv'd for Death, who fears 
to- trifle with it, and that cannot undergo it 
with his Eyes open. They that we lee in ex- 
emplary Puniſhments run to their Death, haſten 
and preſs their Execution, do it not out of Reſo- 
lution, but they will not give themſelves leiſure 
to conſider it ; it does not trouble them to be 
dead, but to dye. 


Emn- 


"AAL 
* y 
! 


FE 


4 
BEAD, 


* ER 
, . Ie 2404, 
2 Te” by BET OE, PAY 1 th Dn.” 
K Canton Eiees 3" "ER = 
- 9 EO TS Rang OPT RS GT IR ECO ER EB WEI Ee > 9-420; 7 


CAE. 


NT 


OI. 09n.03 = 4a 


G . 
© T2 ERS OXY AI OU I  . SEOOIOD, 4. oh 6 ARS Tree > 


” 44> Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſeys. Book I, I 


Cice.Thuſ. Emvori nolo, ſed me efſe mortuu, nibili eſtin, 


I would not dye, but care not to be dead. 


'Tis a-degree of Conſtancy to which I have 
experimented, that I can arrive to do like thoſe 
who plunge themſelves into Dangers, as into 

2%: x the Sea, with'their Eyes ſhut. Theres nothing, 
in my Opinion, more illuſtrious in-the Life of 
The cov- . Focrates, than that he had thirty whole days 


= — 


ſtant and ; —— - 4 
reſolute Wherein to ruminate upon the Sentence of his 


Death of -Death3 ito: have digeſted it all that time with a 
$0749. moſt aſſured hope, without care, and,gyithout 
alteration, and with 'Words and Attic Yrarber 
careleſs and indifferent, than any way ſtirr'd or 
- diſcomposd by the weight of ſuch a Thought. 
The death 'That Pomponins Atticus, to whom Cicero writes 
_ ofPompo- ſo: oft, being fick, caus'd Agrippe his Son-in-law, 
"_ ics, . : . 
by Faſting, aNd two or three more of his Friends, to be 
_ ..__ . calV'd to him, andtold them, That having found 
all means pra&is'd upon him for his Recovery 
tobe in vain, and that'all he did to prolong his 
Life, did-alfo prolong and augment his Pain ; 
he was reſolved:to put an end both to the one 
-and ' the other, deſiring them to approve of- his 
-Deliberation, or-at leaſt, not to loſe their labour 
:1n endeavouring to diſlwade him. Now having 
- choſen to deſtroy himſelf by Abſtinence, his Diſ- 
eaſe was accidentally ſo-cur'd, and the Remedy 
that he had- made uſe of. wherewith to kill him- 
ſelf, reſtord him to his perfe&t Health. . His 
Phyſicians and Friends rejoycing at ſo happy an 
| Event, 


_— 


kl, " Chap. 13. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eff: . 


Event, and coming to congratulate him, found 
themſelves very mach deceiv'd, it being impoſ- 
fible for them to make him alter. his Purpoſe; 
he telling them, that he maſt one day dye, and 
that being now fo far on his way, he would fave 
bimſelf the labour of beginning again another 
time. This Man, having diſcover'd Death ar lei- 
fare, was not-only not diſcourag'd at the ap- 
proach of it, but provokes it: for being ſatisfied 
that he had engagd in the Combat, he confi- 
der d it as a piece of Bravery, and that he was 
obligd in Honour to ſee the end. *Tis far be- 
yond not fearing Death, to taſte and reliſh it. 
The Stoxy of the Philoſopher Cleanthes is very 
ltke thts. He had his Gums ſwell'd and rotten 5 
his Phyſicians advisd him to great Abſtinence: 
having faſted two days, he was ſo much better, 
that they pronounc'd him cur'd, and permitted 


him to his ordinary courſe of Diet: he, on the - 
contrary, already taſting ſome ſweetneſs in this | 


Faintneſs of his, would not be perfuaded to go 


| back, but. reſolvd to proceed, and to finiſh 


what he had ſo far advanc'd. Tullize Marcelli- 
244, a Young-man of Roxe, having a mind to 
anticipate the hour of his Deſtiny, to be rid of 
a Diſeafe that was more trouble to him than he 
was willing to endure; though his Phyſicians 
allur'd him of a certam, tho not ſudden Cure, 
call'd a Council of his Friends, to-conſult about 
tz of which, fome, fays Sexeca, gave him the 
Counſel, that out of Unmanlmeſs they would 
have taker themſelves, others, out of Flattery, 
ſuch as they thought he would beſt like : but a 


Stoick 


z £04 oJo 


. much as, 


| ZHhrat. in 
* arte Poet. 


*) 
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K Igneur de'Moritaigne's Eſſays. Book II; 
Stoick faid thus to him, Da #ot concern thy ſelf, 
Marcellinus, 45 if thou did'ſt deliberate of a thing 


of Tmportance; "tis_no great matter to live, thy 
Servants and Beaſts live, but it is a great thing to 
dye handſomly, wiſely, and conſtantly : do but 
think, how long thou haſt done the ſame thing, eat, 
drink, and ſleep, _ ſeep and _ 4 e in. 
ceſſantly wheel in the ſame circle : not only ill and 
x ug barry Accidents, but even the ſaciety of lj- 
wing, inclines a man to deſire to dye. Marcell. 
2145 did not ſtand in need of a man to adviſe, 
but of a man to affiſt him 5 his Servants were 
afraid to meddle in the Buſineſs: but this Phz- 
loſopher gave them to underſtand, that, Dome- 
ſticks are ſuſpe&ted, even when it 1s inQoubr, 
whether the Death of the Maſter were volunta- 
Ty, or no; otherwile, that it would be of as ill 
example to hinder him, as to kill him, -foraf- 


Invitum qui ſervat, idems facit occidenti. 


2x04; +29; )Who makes a man to live againſt his Will, 


As cruel is, as,if he did him kill. 


4z26% He afterwards told Marce/inas, that it would 


not be indecent, as the remainder of Tables, 
when we have done, is given to the Aſſiſtants; 
ſo Lite being ended, to diſtribute ſomething to 
thoſe who have:been our Servants. Now Mar- 
celinys was of a free and liberal Spirit 5 he 
therefore divided a certain ſum of Money 
amongſt his Attendants, and conforted them, 
b .--8 
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13. Seigzeur de Montaigne's Eſays. 


'Þ As to the reſt, he had no need of Steel, nor of 


Blood. He was reſolv'd to go out of this Life, 
and not to run out of it 3; not to eſcape from 
Death, but to eflay it. And to give himſelt lei- 
ſure to trifle with it, having forſaken all man- 
ner of Nouriſhment, the third day following, 
after having causd himſelf to be ſprinkled with 
warm Water, he fainted by degrees, and not 
without ſome kind of Pleaſure, as he himſelf de-. 
clar'd. In earneſt, ſuch as have been acquaint- 
ed with theſe Faintings, proceeding from weak-- 
neſs, do ſay that they are therein ſenſible of no 
manner of Pain, but rather feel a kind of De- 
. light, as in a Paſſage to Sleep and Reſt. Theſe, 
are ſtudied and digeſted Deaths. But to the 
end that Cato only may furniſh out the whole 
Example of Vertue, it ſeems as if his good De- 


ſtiny had put his ill one into his hand, with by Car. 


which he gave himſelf the Blow 3 ſeeing he had 
the leiſure to confront and ſtruggle with Death, 
reinforcing his Courage in the greateſt danger, 
inſtead of letting it go leſs. And if I had been 
to repreſent him in his ſupream Station, I ſhould 
have done it in the poſture of tearing out his 
bloody Bowels, rather than with his Sword in 
his hand, as did the Statuaries of his time: for, 
this ſecond Murther was much more furious than 
| the firſt, 
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| 246  Ceignet de Montaigne's Eſzje. Bookll 


CHAP. XIV. 
F | 
That the Mind hinders it ſelf 


exactly balanc'd betwixt two equal 

deſires: for doubtleſs it can never pitch upon | 

_ either, foraſmuch as the Choice and Application 

x) would manteſt an inequality of eſteem3 and 
D were ve ſet betwixt the Bottle and the Hamme 

| with an equal Appetite to drink and eat, there 
wore doubles be no remedy, __— muſt 

dye of Thirſt and Hunger. To provide againſt 

Ka 2% this Inconvenience, yy. "Socks, when they are 
| _ _ -asK'd whence this Election 1n the Soul of two 
indifferent things does proceed, (and that makes 

us out of a great number of Crowns rather take 

one than another, there being no reaſon to m- 

cline us to ſuch a preference) makes Anfwer, 

T7) That this movement of the Soul is extraordinary 
and irregular, that enters into us by a ſtrange, 
accidental, and fortuitous Impulſe. It might ra- 

ther methinks be ſaid, that nothing preſents it 
ſaFto us wherem there is not ſome difference, 


how little ſoever 3 and that either by rhe 2b 


t 
or Touch there 1s always ſome choice, that, tho 
it be imperceptibly, tempts and attrafts us. 

X) Whoever likewiſe ſhall prefuppoſe a packthread 
equally ſtrong throughout, it is utterly impol- 
ſible it ſhould break 3 for, where will you have 
the breaking to begin? and that it ſhould break 


altogether is not innature. Whoever alſo ſhould 
here: 


| | #7 94;"'7 T's a | pleaſant Imagination to fancy 1 


KY Chap. 15. Seigneny de Montaigne's Efſiye.— 447: 


find ſome Argument to ſecond this bold Saying 


| however be ſaid on the contrary, that we hug 
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hereunto joyn the Geometrical ns x 4 4) b 
by the certainty of their | ONS CON- AY 
clude the Contained to bgpgreater than the Con- +, .. j 
taining, the Center alſo to be as great as the *- 
Circumference, and that find out two Lines in- 
ceſlantly approaching each other, and-that yet 
can never meet, and the Phzloſopher's Stone, and 
the 2uadrature of Circle, where the Reaſon and 
the Effe& are ſo oppoſite; might peradventure 


of Pliny, Solum certum nihil eſſe certi, &* homi- Plinl.z þ 
ne nibil miſerins aut ſuperbins. That it 3s only © "” ANN 
certain there is nothing certain, and that nothing 1 


Pn ep On ns 


# more miſerable, or more proud than Man. 2 


4 


CHAP. XV. 
That our Deſires are augmented by difficulty. 


3 
"Here 1s no Reaſon that has not his con- x 4p.*'« 

trary, ſay the wiſeſt of Philoſophers: ] 

which puts me upon ruminating on the excellent 

Saying one of the Antients alledges for the con- 


'#. | 
tempt of Life ; No Good can bring Pleaſure, if 2p1 cop) 
not that for the loſs of which we are before-hand | 
Frepared - In xquoeſt dolor amiſz rei, & timor genec;.. | 
amittendz, The grief of loſing a thing, and the Ep. $8 
fear of loſing it, are equal. —_ by that, 
that the Fruition of Life cannot be truly plea- 


fant to us, if we are in fear of loſing it. It might 


and embrace this Good by ſo much the more 
| tEN= 


A Stjgnent de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book It; Þ 

-{A'y-+42, tenderly, and with ſo much greater Aﬀection,| 

"3 by how much we ſee 1t the les afſur'd, and fear 

| X) 5 to have-it taken fromggs 3 for, as it 15 evident, 

= that Fire burns with greater Fury when Cold 

comes to-mix_ with it, ſo our Wills are more 
obſtinate by: being oppos'd:: 


| Ovid. Am. Si nunquan Danaen habuiſſet ahenea turris, 
 £6-2E-19, Noz eſſet Danae de Jove faiFa parens. 


43 ag 2) A brazen Tow'r if Danae had not had, 
WW: She .ne're by Jove had been a Mother made. 


7) and that there\is nothing naturally contrary to 

our Taſte but Saciety, which proceeds from fa- 
'# . Cility; nor any thing that ſo much whets it, as 
| SendeBen. Rarity and Difficulty. Ozeniune rerun voluptas 
| &b.7. ©4Þ*9* ipſo quo debet fugare periculo creſcit. The pleaſure 
| of all things increaſes by the ſame danger that 
bl. ſhould deterr it. 


it e' # CO) . | 

I Aertlit.g, Galla nega ſatiatur amor niſt gaudia torquent. 

| Epig. 38. : 

1 % | Galla nat too easly_gaind, | 
%-..: -»! For Love will glut with Joys too ſoon obtaind. 
\ w— Wn 


X To keep Love in breath, Lycurgus made a 
ww, | Decree, <5 the married People of Lacedemo- 


' 72 Thould never enjoy one another but by 
ſtealth; and that it hould be as great 4 ſhame: 

{ tO take them in bed together as committing with 
'S \ others. - The difficulty of Aſhignations, the dan- 


ger of Surprize, and the Shame of the Mozning, 


. - 


= Chap. 15- _ Seigneur de. Montaigne's Efays. 449 |} 
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: 7 ©: Tanguor, & ſlentinn,: Fon | 
_ - Et latere petitms (mo ſpiritys. "a 


re | The languor, ſilence, and the far-ſetch'd Sighs, 
That fearing to be heard do tretbling riſe. 


theſe are, they that give the Haut-gout to the } 
Sawce., How many very wantonly pleaſant 
Plays are made from the cleanly and modeſt 
way of ſpeaking of the Works of Love? Even (Fx j 
Pleaſure-it ſelf woyld be heightned with Pain. | ! 
It is much ſweeter when it ſmarts, and has the | 

" Skin Tippled. The Courtezan Flora faid ſhe | Xx) 
never lay with Poxzpey, but that ſhe made him| .. 


” wear the Prints of her Teeth; 
Q Pod petrere, premmunt arete, faciuntque dolorem Lucret, l.4; 


t Corporis, & dentes incidunt ſepe labellis : 
Et ſtimuli ſubſunt, qui inſtigant Iedere ad ipſunt 
Quodcunque eſt, rabies unde ille germina furgunt. 


And o it is in every thing : Difficulty gives 
all things their Eſtimation. Thoſe of the 
Marque of Ancona, moſt cheerfully make their 
Vows to St. James, and thoſe of Galicia 
E to our Lady of Loretta, they make wonderful 
Boaſts at Liege of the Baths of Luques, and in 
Tuſcany of thoſe of Aſþa : there are tew Romans 
ſeen in the Fencing-Schools of Rome, which 1s 

fall of French. The great Cato alſo, as well as; =) 

we, nauſeated his Wife whilſt ſhe was his, and 4 

long for her when in the Poſſeſſion of another. | 

Gg I was 
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| 480 " Seroncur de Montaiphe's Efays. '* Book If, 
T was fain to turn, out an old Stallion into the 
Paddock, being he was vicious, and not to be 
governd when he ſmelt a Mare: the facility 
preſently, ſated him, as towards his own, but. 
towards ſtrange Mares, and the firſt that paſt by 
| the Pale of his Paſture, he worltd*again' fall to 
' his importunate Neighings and his furious Heats, 
W209; 4s before. Our Appetite contemns, and paſſes 
| by .what it has 1n polkeſſion, co. rut after” that 
| it has not. | _— | | | 
i! Fr. l. 1. Tranfoolat in medio poſita, ' & fugientia captat. 
| ar.2 | | | i 


_ PT Thou ſcorn'ſt that Laſs thou may'ſt, with eaſe 


Brome, | enjoy, Pug vi | 
{ And court't thoſe that are difficult and cqy. 


To forbid us any thing, is to make us. have 
a mind tot, | 


niſi tu ſervare puellam 


0r id. A . "7 ED PAS . « : , 
94 Incipis, incipet deſinere eſſe mea. 


be. EL 19. 


If thou no better guard that Gitl of thine, 
She'll ſoon begin to be no longer mine. 


' To give it wholly up to us, is to beget in us 
Contempt, Want, and abundance fall into the 
lame Inconvenience. | 


Terence. Tibi quod ſupereſt, mihi quod deſit, dolet. 


Thy Superfluities do trouble thee, 
And what I want, and pant for, troubles me, 
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F Chap. 15. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
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Defire and Fruition do equally afflit us. « 8p—1y* 


The rigours of Miſtreſies are troubleſome, bur fa- 


cility, to ſay truth, is more, foraſmuch as DIG 
content and Anger ſpring from the efteem we 
have of the thing deſired, = and aQtuate Love, 


but Saciet begets diſguſt; 'tis a blunt dull, ſtu- 
pid, tir'd, and flothtul Paton. 


Si qua volet regnare din, contemnat amentem, Ovid. Am, | 


conterrte agnantes. 
Sic hodie veniet, ſi qua negavit. heri, 


The Lady that would keep her Servant till, 
Muſt in diſcretion ſometimes uſe him il; 
And the ſame Policy with Men will do, © 
If they ſometimes do flight their Miſſes too 3 
By which means ſhe that yeſterday ſaid nay, 
Will come and offer up her {elf to day. 


Why did Poppez invent the uſe of a Mak to 


hide the Beauities of her Face, but to enhance 


Propetts 


cy” 
5 


x«V.) 


it to her Lovers? Why have they veil'd, even - 


below the Heels, thoſe Beauties that every one 
deſires to ſhew, and that every 'one defires to 
ſee? Why do they cover, with ſo many Hinder- 
ances one over another, the Parts where our 
defires and their own have their principal Seat ? 
And to what ſerve thoſe great Baſtion Farthin- 
oals, with which our Ladies fortifie their 
Haunches, but to allure our Appetite, and to 
draw us on by removing them farther from us ? 


Et fugit ad ſalices, & ſe cupit ante videri. 
| - 0 g 2 And 


Virg. Eg. 3 [ 


| 452 Sejgnenr de Montaigne's Eſſajs. Book Il," 


. And to the Okſters lies; ber ſelf to hide, 
But/does.defire to-have her flight decry'd. 


cagioogg Interdum tunica duxit operta moram. 


4393 |.' Things'being laid too open' to the Sight, 
[4 bh put a ſtop to the Delight. 


To what uſe ſerves the artifice of this Virgin 

' Modeſty ? | this grave” Coldneſs , - this ſevere 
Countenance, 'this profeſſion to be ignorant of 
things that- they know better than- we-who in- 
ſtruc them in them,. but to encreaſe in us 
the defire to overcome, controul, and trample 
under foot at pleaſure, .all this Ceremony, and 
all theſe Obſtacles? For, there 1s not only 
Pleaſure, *but moreover, Glory, to conquer 
and debauch that ſoft Sweetnelſs, and that child- 
iſh Modeſty, and to reduce a'cold and Matron- 
| like Gravity to the Mercy of our ardent De- 
| 9,v4 fires: 'Tis a glory, Jay. they, to triumph over: 
|. 5) Modeſty, Chaſtity. and ,Temperance'z and. 
| whoever diſſwades Ladies from thoſe Qualities, 

| betray both them-and themſelves. They are to 
believe, . That their Hearts tremble - with af- 
fright, that the very; ſound of our, Words of- 
fends the purity of: their Ears, that they hate 

| us for talking ſo, and only yield to our Impor- 
| [A A" x tunity by:a compultive force, Beauty, as pow- 
erfu] as it is, has not wherewithal to make it 

{4 raiſh'd; without the Mediation of theſe lit- 

z) tle Arts: look into Traly, where there is. the 
moſt and the finelt Beauty to be fold, how itis 
nevertheleſs neceſlitated to have recourſe to 
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Chap. 12. .. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
other means and other artifices to render it ſelf 
charming, and if in truth, whatever 4t' may do - 


being venal and publick, it does not remain fee- - 


ble and Janguiſhing in ir ſelf. Even as in Ver- 
mno-ie of two like effefh, we-notwhh- 
ſtanditig look upon that as the beſt and moſt 
worthy, wherein the moſt trouble and hazard 


453 


Ag. 


1s proposd. *Tis an effe&t of the divine Provz- * 


dence to ſuffer the holy Church to be afflicted, 
as we ſee it, with ſo many Storms and Troubles, 
by this oppoſition to rouze pious Souls, and to 
awake them from that drowſie Lethargy where- 
into, by ſo long Tranquility, they had been 
immerg'd. 'If we ſhould lay the loſs we have 
ſuſtain'd in the number of thoſe who have gone 
aſtray, in the Ballance againſt the Benefit we 
have had by being again put in breath, and by 
having our Zeal and Forces exercisd by reaſon 


| of this Oppoſition 3 I know not whether the 
Utility would not ſurmount the Damage. We 
have thought to tye the Nuptial Knot of our 


Marriages more faſt and firm, for having taken 


all means of diſſolving itz but the Knot of the 

Will and Afﬀection is ſo much the more ſlack- 
.ned and made looſe, by how much that of Con- 
- ſtraint 1s drawn cloſer together. And on the 
contrary, that which kept the Marriages at 


Rome io long in honour and inviolate, was the 


liberty every one that would had to break | 


. them. They kept their Wives the better, be- 
cauſe they might part with them if they would : 
and in the full hberty of Divorces they liv'd fif- | 
ty years and more, before any one made uſe on't, 


Gg3 ' Quod 


5 


; A%2 Seigneny de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book II: 7 


| Ovid. Amo, Ouod licet, ingratum eſt, quod non licet, 
lib.2.E1.19, ACYraINS uri. ' 


£935 What's free we are diſguſted at, and ſlight, 
 - What is forbidden whets the Appetite. 


A x2* We might here introduce the Opinion of an 
Fx Ancient upon this occaſion, That Executions 
J rather Whet than dull the edge of Vices : That 
| they do not beget the care of doing well, that 
being The work oF Reealon and Diſapline; but 

. only a care not to be taken in doing ill. 


Ro "y Latizxs exciſe peſiis contagia ſerpunt. 
The Plague-ſore being launc'd, th' Infection 
ſpreads. 


I do not know that this is true; but I expe- 
rimentally know, that never Civil Government 
was by that means reform'd. The order and 
regiment of Manners depend upon ſome other 

- Expedient. The Greek Hiſtories make mention 

of the Agrippians, Neighbours to Seythia, who 

Iive without either rod or ſtick to offend ; that 

not only no one attempts to attack them, but 
whoever can fly thither is ſafe, by reaſon of 

their Vertue and Sanctity of Life, and no one 

Is ſo bold as there to lay hands upon them; and 

they have Applications made to them to deter- 

mine the Controverſies that ariſe betwixt Men 
26 9%>1/,0f other Countries, There is a certain Nation, 
* * where the Incloſures of Gardens and Ficlds they 
would preſerve, is made only - of a ſtring of 

T4 Cotton 


cet, 


Us 
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ſignata ſolicitant.  Aperta . effraFarivs preterit. Eſt. 58, 


. entring my Houſe, amongſt other things, has 


of Danger, and all matter of Military Glory, 


Cotton-yarn 3 and fo fencd, | is more firm and 
ſecure than, our Hedges and, Ditches. . Faren 5m. 


Things ſeal'd up invite a Thief. Houſe-breakers ©) 
paſe by open doors. , Peradventure the facility of * 


been a means to preſerve it from the Violence 
of our Civil Wars. Defence allures Attempt, 
and;Defiance provokes an.Enemy. I enervated 
the Souldier's defign, by depriving the Exploie 


which is wont to ſerve them for pretence and 
excuſe. Whatever 1s bravely, 1s ever honoura- 

bly done, at a time when Juſtice is dead. I ren- 

der them the Conqueſt of my Houſe cowardly 

and baſe; it is never ſhut to any one that knocks. *' 
My Gate has no other Guard than a Porter, and « =) 
that of ancient Cuſtom and. Ceremony 3 who * 
does not ſo much ſerve to defend it, as to offer 


LS 


Rich in Defence. Mine was ſtrong for. the time 
when it was built, I have added nothing to it 
Gg 4 of 
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of 'that:-kind, and ſhould fear that its ſtrength 
ſhonld turn againſt my felf; to which we areto 
conſider, that a peaceable time- would require it 
ſhonld be diſmantled. "There 1s danger never to 
be able to regain it, and it would be very hard 
to keep:'+'For in inteſtine Diflentions/your man 
may be'of the Party you fear ; and where Re- 
ligion is the Pretext, even a man's neareſt Re- 
lations becomes unfaithful with a colour of Ju- 
Nice. The publick Exchequer will not maintain 
our domeſtick Garrifons; they would exhauſt 
it. We our ſelves have not means to do it with- 
-onNt ruine, or which is more inconvenient and 
-1njurious, without ruining the People. As to 
'the reſt, you there loſe all, and even _your 
Friends will be more ready to ' accuſe your 
want 'of Vigilancy, and your Improvidence, 
than to lament you. That ſo many garriſon'd 
Houſes have been loſt, whereas this of mine 
remains, makes me apt to believe, that they 
were only. loſt, by being guarded. This gives 
an Enemy -'both an Invitation and colour of 
reaſon. All defence ſhews a face of War. Let 
who will come to me in God's Name 3 but I 
{hall not invite them. "Tis the Retirement I 
have: choſen for my repoſe from War. I endea- 
vour to withdraw this corner from the publick 
\'Tempeſt, as I alfo do another corner in my 
Souſ, Our War may put on what forms it 
will, multiply, and diverſify 1t ſelf into new 
Parties; for my partI ſhail not budge. Amongſt 
ſo many garriſon'd Houſes, I am the only Per- 
{on of wy Condition, that I know of, who 

have 


_ 
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or Hangings. I will neither fear, nor ſave my 
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 have/purely intruſted mine to the ProteQtion of 
Heaven 3 without removing either Plate, Deeds, 


ſelf by halts. If a full acknowledgment can ac-| © 


quire the Divine Favour,it will ſtay with me to 
the end: if not, I have however continued long 


enough, to render my continuance remarkable 


and fit to be recorded. How ? Why,I have livd 
thirty Years. | 


_—— 


CHAP. XVL. 
Of Glory. 


Here 1s the Name and the thing: the Name 

1s a Voice which denotesand ſignifies the 

thingz the name 1s no part of the thing, 'or of 
the Subſtance; 'tis a foreign piece joyn'd to the 


thing 3 and without it, God,who is all fullneſsin + 


himſelf, and the height of all PerfeCtion, cannot 
augment or add any thing to himſelf within 3 
but his Name may be augmented and increasd 
by the Bleſhng and Praiſe we attribute to his ex- 
'teriour” Works. Which Praiſe, ſeeing we cannot 
incorporate it 1n him, forasmuch as he can have 
no acceſſion of-good, weattribute it ro his Name 3 
which is the part out of him, that is neareſt tous. 


Thus is it, that to God alone Glory and Honour 


'appertainz and there is nothing ſo remote from 


*Reaſon,. as'that we ſhould go in queſt of it for 
- our ſelves 3 for being. indigent and neceffitous 


. Within 


4458 = Sejgnamigde Montaigne's fas. "Book 
within, our Eſſence being imperfett, and hy 
ving need of -Melioration, 'tis'to that, that-ye 
ht to:employ all our endeavour. We arg 

all hollow and empty : *tis not with wind and 
voice that we are to fill our ſelves 5 we want 4 
more ſolid ſubſtance to repair ius: a man ftary'd 
with hunger, would be very ſimple to feek ra 
ther to provide himſelf of a gay Garment, than 
a good Meal: we are to look after that where 
of we have moſt need. As we have 1t 1n our 
ordinary Prayers, Gloria in.excelſis Deo, in Ter- 
ra pax hominibus, Glory be to God on high, and 
in Earth Peace, ec. We are in great want of 
Beauty, Health, Wiſdom, Virtue, and ſuch like ef- 
ſential Qualities : .exteriour Ornaments ſhould 
| be look'd after when we have made Proviſion 
for neceſſary things. Divinity treats amply and 
more pertinently of this Subject, but I am not 
much vers'd in it. Chrifippus and Dzogenes were 
the firſt and the moſt conſtant Authors of the 
contempt of Glory : and maintain'd, that amongſt 

all Pleaſures, there -was :none more dangerous, 
nor more to be avoided, than that which pro- 
ceeds from the Approbation of athers. And in 
truth, Experience makes us ſenſible of many very 

+ hurtful Treaſons in it. There's nothing :that fo- 
*| poiſons Princes, as flattery,nor any thing where- 
by wicked-men ,more eaſily ;obtain/ Credit and 

| Favour with them : nor /Pandariſm:ſo proper 
[and uſually made uſe of to corrupt the Ghaſtity 
of Women, than to wheedle and entertain-them 
-with their -own Prayers. The firſt Charm the 
.Syrens made uſe of to allure Uly/es, :15 of this 
;Nature. Deca 


Chap. 16. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


459. 


Plutarch. 


Deca vers nous, deca, 0 tres-louable Ulyſle, 
Et le plus grand honneur dont la Grece flenriſe. 


To us, noble Oly/ſes, this way, this 
Thou greateſt Ornament and pride of Greece. 


the World was not worth an underſtanding / 
mans holding out his Finger to obtain it; | 


Gloriaquantalibet quid erit, fi Gloria tantumeſt 2 = 


What's Glory in the high'ſt degree x X) 
If it no more but Glory be? | 

I fay for it alone: for it often brings ſeveral +) 

commodities along with it,, for which it may 


_ jaſtly be deftr'd : it acquires'us good will, and 


renders us leſs ſubje& and expos'd to the inju- | 
ries of others, and the like. It was alſo #) 
one of the principal Dof&rines of Epicurus; 
for this Precept of his Sed, Conceal thy Life, 
that forbids men to incumber themſelves with 
\—xoband ware Negotiations, does alſo ne- 
ceffarily preſuppoſe a contempt of Glory, which 
1s the AT approbation of thoſe ations we 
produce in publick. He that bids us conceal our * 
ſelves, and to have no other Concern but for 
our ſelves, and that will not have us known to 
others, would much leſs have us honour'd and 

| | mich He adviſes Idomenens alſo, not in any 


ort to regulate his Actions by the common re- 
putation, 
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putation, or opinion 3 if not to avoid the others |. 
accidental inconveniences that: the contempt of 
men. might. bring upon him. "Thoſe Diſcourſe 
are in my opinion very true and rational : but 
we are, I know not how, double in our ſelves, 
which is the cauſe that what we believe we do 
not believe, and cannot diſengage our ſelves 
from what we condem. Let us ſee the laſt, and 
dying words of Epicurwsz they are great, and 
worthy of ſuch a Phzloſopher, and yet they carry 
ſome marks of the recommendation of his name, 
and of that humour he had decried by his Pre- 
cepts. Here 1s a Letter that he dictated a little 
| before his laſt gaſp. | 


Epicurus to Hermachus, health. 


Hilſt I was paſſing over the happy, and laſt 

day of my Life,I writ this; but at the ſame 
time, afflicted with ſuch a pain in my Bladder and 
Bowels, that nothing can be greater. But it was re- 
compenc'd with the Pleaſure the remembrance of 
my Inventions and Dofrines ſuggeſted to my Soul, 
Now, as the affetion thou haſt ever from thy In- 
fancy borne towards me , ana Philoſophy does re- 
quire, take upon thee the Protection of Metrodorus 
his Children. 

This is the Letter, And that which makes 
me interpret that the Pleaſore he ſays he had in 
his Soul, concerning his Inventions, has ſome re- 
ference to the Reputation he hop for after his 

Death, 1s the manner of his Will. In which he 
gives order, that Aminomachus and Timocrates.. 


his 
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I his Heirs, ſhould every January defray the Ex- 7 | 


nce for the Celebration of his Nativity, that. | 
+ ſhould appoint; and alſo the expence - | 
that ſhould be made- the twentieth, of every . 
Moon in entertaining of the Philoſophers, his 
Friends, who ſhould aflemble in Honour of the, 
Memory of him and Metrodorus: Carneades was 
Head. of: the contrary Qpimon : and maintain . 
that Glory was to be defird for. it felf, even as 

we embrace our Poſthumes for' themſelves, ha-. 
ving.no Knowledge nor Enjoyment of them. 
This: Opinion was more univerſally follow'd, as 

thoſe commonly are that are moſt ſuuable to our | 
Inclinations, wes gives_it the firſt_place,y o-« y,* 


OE 


amongſt eternal Goods : and avoids, as too ex- 

tream- Vices, ' the immoderate either ſeeking or, 

evading it. I believe:that if we had the Books, =) 

Cicero has writ upon this Subje&, weſhould there * 
ne Stories, for he was ſo poſleſsd with this 

Paſſion, that if he had dar'd, I think he could, 

willingly have fallen into the exceſs that others. 

did, that Virtue it ſelf was not to be coveted, but Cicerovery 

yor the account of the Honour that  alwayes at- rg 

tenas it. | 


Paulum ſepulte diſtat inertie Hor. I. 4» 
Celata virtus ; h Ode 5, 


Virtue, if concealed, doth 
Little differ from dead Sloth. 


Which is an Opinion ſo falſe, that I am vext it 2p *S<Y" | 


could everenter into the Underſtanding ofa man 


that was honour'd with the name of a Philoſopher. 
E.this wes true, Mep ſhould nog_be Vw 
ut 
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« but in publick, and he ſhould be no further. 
concern'd to- keep the operation of the Soul, 
which is'the true feat of Vertue, regular andin 
order, than as they are to arrive at the know. 
ledge of others. Is there no more 1n it then but 

. only ſlily, and with CircumſpeCtion to do ill? 

Y £01 x If thou knoweft, fays Carneades, of a Serpent lurk 
ing in a place, where without ſuſpicion, a Perſon 
zs going to ſit down, by whoſe Death thou expe 
an Advantage, thou doft ill, Aa doft not give 
him caution of his Danger 5 and ſo much the more 

becauſe the Aion is to be known by none but thy 
ſelf. If we'do not take up of our ſelves a rule of 
well doing, if Impunity paſles: with us for Ju- 
ſtice, to how many ſorts of Wickedneſs ſhall we 
« every day: abandon our ſelves? I -do not find 
what Sp. Pediceus did,in faithfully reſtoring the 
Treaſure that- C. Plotius had committed to' his 
ſole Secrecy and Truſt 3 ( a thing that I have 
often done my ſelf) ſo commendable, as I ſhould 
think it an-execrable baſeneſs had we done other- 
wiſe. And think it of good uſe in our dayes to. 

introduce 'the Example of P. Sextilins Kuffns, 
whom Cicero accuſes to have enter'd upon an In- 
heritance contrary to his Conſcience, not only 
not againſt Law; but even by the Determination 
of the Laws themſelves. And M. Craſſus, and 
2. Hortenſius, who, by reaſon of their Authori- 
ty and Power,having been call 'din by a Stranger 
to ſhare in the Succeſſion of a forg'd Will, that 
ſo he might ſecure his own part 3 ſatisfied them- 
ſclves with having no hand 1n the Forgery, and 
refus'd not to make their Advantage, and to 

COME 


EIN” 
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me in for a ſhare: ſecure enough if they could 
{htowd themſelves from Accuſations, Witnelſles, 
J6d'the Cognizance of the Laws. . Meminerint 7 
Dean ſe habere teftem, id eft (Cut ego arbitror) 1. 3. 

but Y Wiher# ſuar. Let thein confider they have Godto 

ef pitneſs, that is ( as T interpret it Y their own Con- 

ur ces, ,Verme is a very vaih and frivolous | x) 
r/ou | thing; Tit derives its recommendation from Glg- | 

af if. Ants to ho purpoſe that we'etideavout 

give } togiveit a Station by itſelf, and ſeparate it from 

wore | Fortune 3 for what 18 more accidental than Re- 

th | putation? Profedto: Fovtuna, in vmpi're domind- gyuyp, 
ed Þ tir: c rer eyes, ex Vbjdine, miagir quam"e*. 


er- F fd often very much exceed it. He'that firſt ti- | a, y. 
to} ketfd: Glory to a'thadow, did better than he 
, | was aware of. They are both of them things ex- 
In- F celletitly vain, Glory alſo, 'ikeaThadow, goes 
ly | ſometimes before. the Body, ard ſometimes in | 
on | length infinitely exceeds it. They that inftrudt 
nd } Gentlemen only. to employ their Valour for the 
rl- F obtairting of Honour : 2ſt 201 ſit honeſtunt, Cicerodedff 
er $94 #obilitatum non fit. As though it were not a * © 
ertue unleſs ennobled. What do they intend by 
N- F that, but to inſtra& thern never to hazard them- 
1d } felves if they are not ſeen, and to obſerve well, 
to F if there be Witneſſes preſent, who may _ 
EWsS 


De ey Se . 
7 -— ny yo 


eee IE TN CTR Hen anee mage 
y wes Tas." 26 IF! m ED a eras Pp 2 Mp a - 
q hae TE by Eo OE Re We 
G oC 099% nl 


Tos oa US 
IIA gs | Reo hy 


7 x ; 
28) 
Ny bf 
BS. 
þ 
. we 
a = 


gun + Mandanes Bis 99. Book 
News of their Valour 3 whereas a tho 10s. 
cafions: of well-doing_ preſent. themſelves, y 
we cannotbe taken noticeaf?. 2 How many | 


* Actions are buried | in the- crowd. of.a Barrgl) 


ſequitur; in 


Whoever ſhall. take upon -him ;to,cenſure ang 

thers Behay _ our in fich a Confulion, Ws ha 

bufie hel. and the Teſtimony he ball 8 

of -his Companions. De ERS will gn 

dence. againſt himſelf. . Verg, &. ſapiens. Aninj 

magnitude. bw alud. quod zva 1 ndlyram | 
faGis Joſium, nor. in, lexig i dra 


agg ai | pit udpes, that the 


_W- 


9 


rAVEry..9h1E fe ature, more confiſh 
\f24zt Re 6 All the Glory that I -pret 

16 d rive. trom: my Lifegis\that I Have liv'd it 

Que, In Mile, -not according. to. Metrodory, 


Archefol zppus, but according to my. 
elf. fs Ny te, opby has not been Ne is 
nd. out. 209 way, Y Fangauny, that is g00d.1n. 

common, 2 Every, one ſeek it 1n particular. 7 

Fan Z Alexander, owe the 3nfidne 
| but to F ortune?. How 


WW ey; ſhe extinguiſtid in the beginnin 
of their Progre els, of whom we. have no on, 


ledge. ;3..who ought As much. Courage to the 
Work as they,;1f their adverſe hap had.not cut 
them off in the firſtfally of their Arms ? Amongt 
ſo.many and ſo greatDangers, I do not remem; 
berT have any. where 5+ that Ceſar was: eve. 
wounded ;. a: thouſand have fallen in leſs Dan 
gers, than: the Ieaſt gf thoſe he went through, 
' A great many brave: Aftions muſt be expett 


to be. performed without Wineſs , and fo loſt, 
ge before 
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I Chap. 76. .-Seagpenr: kay cy 
efore one. turn to account. . A wan is not al- ', 
oo; © wayes on the top of a Breach, or the head of  16\"0 "IN 
an Army in the ſight of his General: ax; ufon a 
band. A manis oft ſurpris'd berwixe bn 
and: the*Ditth,” he muſt run the hazard of his 
Life againſt a Hen- rooſt, he 'muſt bols; four, taſ- 
ef cally Musketeers out of a* Barn, he muft prick 
EVE out ſingle from. his Party, and alone make ſome 
nm | "Attempts, according as Neceſſity will have it. 1AM 
Tar} And whoever will obſerve, will, I believe, find « 4C JE [Xe 7 
ira, ir experimentally true, that Occaſions of the. 
tk | leaſt Luſtre, are ever the moſt dangerous: Md 
"#6 | that in the Wars of our own Times there have' ' *) 
tend Þ more brave. Men bcen loſt in Occafions of Iittle 


itn. moment, and 1n the diſy ate about ſome little 


0716, ->paltery Fort, than in Places of greater Impor- 
? 0 |Fance, and where their Valonrs might have been 
e to more honourably employ'd. Who thinks his - 


*Death unworthy of. him, if he do not fall in 

. 10 *fome < ignal Occaſions 3 inſtead of illuſtrating his 

ey Death, does willfully obſcure his Life, futfering 

JowY in the mean time many very juſt Occaſions of 

ning F hazarding himſelf to ſlip out of his Hands. And 

ow-Y every juſt one 1s illuſtrious enough : every mans 

the Þ Conſcience! being a ſufficient Trumpet to him. 

cut } Gloria noſira. eſt, Teſtimonium: Conſcientie noſtre. Coin. 2: 
naſt -Þor- our rejoycing 3s this, the Teſtimony of onr Con- 7," ® 
ems "ſcience... Who. is only a: good. Man that Men | 5/c0%* 1 
eve} may know- it, and that! he! may be _.the hetter | 

air Y eſteem'd when 'tis known 3 who. will not _do | 

ugh, F well, but upon Condition'that his Virtue may | 

CteC e known to Men, is one from! whom IT 
loſh, | Service is not to be expetted. 

fore - Hh * Credo 


Et 
- 
+ x * 
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| Orlando. Credo. oh el reſto di quel verno, coſe 
| Canooit, Faceſſe degne di tener ne conto, 
| Ma fur fir 2 quel tempo ſi naſcoſe, 
Che non & colpa mia «hor. nor le conto, 
Porche Orlando a far 'opre virtuoſe 
| Pin ch'4 narra le poi ſempre era pronto, | 
| Ne mai. fu alcun' de li ſuoi fatti eſpreſſo, 
Seron quando hebbei teſtimonii appreſſo.. * 


4 E- 3; ri 


The reſt o'th Winter I preſume was ſpent 
In Aﬀtions worthy of eternal Fame; 
Which at the end was ſo, in Darknefs pent, 
That if I name them not, Pm not to blame, 
Orlando's noble Mind being more bent - 
To do great Ads, than boaſt him of the 
wad (fame; 
'So that noDeeds ofhis were ever known, 
But thoſe that luckily had lookers. on,” 


A Man muſt go to the War upon the account 
of Duty, and expect the Recompence that ne- | 
ver fails brave and worthy Actions, how private 
and. conceal'd ſoever, not ſo much as Virtuous 
Thoughts 3 'Tis the Satisfaction that a well dif 
pogd Conſcience receives in it ſelf, to.do well, 
A Man muſt be. valiant for himſelf, and upon 

' the account of the Advantage ir is to him, to 
have his Courage feated in a firm and ſecure 
place againſt the: Aſfaults of Fortune. | 


Lint repulſe neſs ordid, 
Intaminatis fulget- honoribus. 
Nec ſumit, aut ponit ſecures... 
, Arbitrio popularis anre. 
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Virtue, that vere Repulſe admits, By Sir Th& | 


In taintlef honours glorious ſits, Hawmrgn, 
Nor takes, or leaveth Dignities 
Razsd with the Noiſe of vulgar Cries. 

, It is not for outward ſhew that the Soul is to | » /5 4," 


| play its part, but for our ſelves within, where 
no Eyes can pierce but our own ; there ſhe de- 
fends us from the fear of Death, of Pains, and 
Shame 1t ſelf : ſhe there arms us againſt the loſs 
t, of our Children, Friends, and Fortunes: and 


e, when Opportunity preſents it ſelf;ſhe leads us on | 

| io ae Eitieds of Warr Non emolumento aliquo, Ciceri | © 

he F fed ipſftus honeſtatis decore. Not for any Profit or : 

ez | Advantage, but for the Decency of Virtue. A 

Nn, much greater Advantage, and more worthy to 

0, F be coveted and hop'd for, than Honour and ,,,.. 
IF Glory ; which 1s no other than the favourable what is #3} * 
Judgment is given of us. A dozen men muſt be x 29 S@Y; 
call'd ont of a whole Nation to judge of an Acre 
of Land, and the _—_— of our Inclinations 
and Actions, the hardeſt, and moſt important 
thing that is, we refer to the Voice, and deter- 
minations of the Rabble, the Mother of Igno- 
rance, Injuſtice,and Inconſtancy. Is it reaſonable 

- that the Life of a wiſe Man (bould depend upon 
the Judgment of Fools ? Az quidquant flultins, Flian: 
quam quos ſingulos contemmas, eos dliquid putare _ 
eſſe untverſos * Can any thing be more fooliſh, than 
#0 think that thoſe you pi (ingle, can be any 
other when joyn'd together ? He that makes it his 
Buſineſs to pleaſe them, will have enough to do, 

ne H h 2 and 
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-” 468 Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſzys. Book I. 
| and never have done; 'tis a Mark that never is 
.._ to be reach or hit. Nil tam ineſtimabile eſt, 

an | Jnam animi multitudinis, Nothing is to be ſo lit- 

) te eſteem d,as the Minds of the Multitude. Deme- 
trius pleaſantly ſaid of the Voice of the People, 
| that he made no more 2ccount of that which 
| | came from above,than of that which fum'd from 

Cic, de Fin, below. Cicero ſays more, Ego hoc judico, ſi quan- 
do turpe non ſit, tamen non efſe non turpe, quum 
id y ultitudine landatur. I an of Opinion, that 

eh a thing be not foul in it ſelf, yet it cannot 

but become ſo when commended by the Multitude, 
No Art, no aCtivity of Wit could conduct our 

{ſteps ſo as to follow ſo wandring and ſo irregu- 
lar a Guide. In this windy Confuſion of the 
Noiſe of vulgar Reports and Opinions that drive 
us on, no way worth any thing can be choſen, 
Let us not propoſe to: our ſelves ſo floating and 
wavering an end ; let us follow conſtantly after 
Reaſon, let the publick Approbation follow us 
there, if 1t will, and it wholly depending upon 
Fortune, ' we have no Reaſon ſooner to expe 

: It by any other way than that. Though I would 
Y:U1| not follow the right.way becauſe it is right,-l 
\ © | ſhould however follow it for having experimen- 
| tally found, that at the end of the reckoning, 

*tis commonly the moſt happy, and of greateſt 

'v1 tility. Dedit hoc providentia hominibus munus, 
wt honeſia magis juvarent, This Gift Providence 
has. given to men, that honeſt things ſhould be the 
| oſt delightful. The Mariner ſaid thus to. Nep- 
we; O God,thou mayeſt ſave me if thou wilt, and 
rf thou wilt thou. mayeſt deſtroy mes, but however - 

us | wi 
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T b p. 16. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


' will ftcer . my Rudder true. T have ſeen in my 

time a thouſand Men of eafie and*ambiguons 
' Natures,and that no one doubted but they were 
more worldly wiſe than I, throw themſehves 
away, where I have ſav'd one, Fo 


Riſt ſucceſſus poſſe carere dolos.. 


I have laught IT muſt confeſs, 


ety tt cis mo non 


To ſee cunning want Succeſs. ' 


Pauls Amylizs,gomng in the glorious Expe- | 


dition of Macedonia,above all thingscharg'd the 


People of Rome, not to ſpeak of his Aftions du- 


ring his Abſence. O, the-Licence of Judgments 


- s2great diſturbanceto great Afﬀairs! Foraſmuch 


as every one has not the Conſtancy of Fabizs 
againſt common adverſe and injurious wayes : 
who rather ſutfer'd his Authority to be difle&- 
ed by the vain Fancies of Men, than to go leſs 
in his Charge with a favourable Reputation and 
the popular, Applauſe. There is, | know not 
what natural ſweetneſs in hearing a man's ſelf 
commended 3 but we are a great dzal too fond 
of it. 


Laudari haud metuam meque enim mihi cornea 


fibra eft, 


Sed red finemque extremumque eſſe recaſo 


Enge tuum, & belle. = 
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I love to. be commended I confels, 

. My Heart is not of Horn, but nevertheleſs 
I muſt deny the only end and aim 
Of doink well is to hear men exclaim, 
O worthy Man! O noble AGt! 


[eco ** I care not ſo much what I am in the Opini- 


on of others, as what I am in my own. I would 
be rich of my ſelf, and not by borrowing, 
Strangers ſee nothing but Events and outward 
Apparences ; every body can ſet a good Face 
on. the matter, when they have trembling and 
terrour within, They do not ſee my Heart, they 
. ſee but by my Countenance. *'Tis with good 
Reaſon that Men decry the Hypocriſie that is in 
War: for what is more eafie to an old Souldi- 
er, than to ſhift in a time of Danger, and to 
counterfeit the brave, when he has no more 
Heart than a Chicken? There are ſo many wayes 
to avoid hazarding a man's own Perſon, that 
we have deceiv'd the World a thouſand times, 
before we come tobeengag'd in a rea] Danger : 
and even then, finding our ſelves in an inevita- 
ble neceflity of doing ſomething, we can nake 
ſhift for that time to. conceal our Apptehenfi- 
ons with ſetting a good Face on the Buſineſs, 
though the Heart beats within 3 and whoever 
| had the uſe of the Platonich Ring, which ren- 

| | ders thoſe inviſible that wear it, if turn'd in- 
ward towards the palm of the Hand; a great 
many would very often hide henilitves when 
they ought moſt to appear 3 and would repent 
being plac'd in fo honourable a poſt, where Ne- 
ceility muſt make them brave. Falſus 
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Falſas honor juvat, &* mendax infamia terret Her. lib. 3:3 


Quem niſt mendoſum, & mendacem?. 


Falſe Honour pleaſes, and falſe Infamy 


Affrights, whom? thoſe that love to hear alye. | 


; Thus we fee how all the Judgments that are 
founded upon external Apparences, are marvel- 
louſly 1ncertain and doybtful and that there is 
no ſo certain Teſtimony. as every one 1s to him- 
ſelf. In theſe other, how. many Pedy's are made 
Companions of our Glory.?:, He that ſtands firm 


. in an open Trench, what does he in-.that do 


more than fifty poor P3oxeers, who open him the 
way, and cover it with their, own Bqdies for 
five pence a day pay, have done before him? 


—02 quicquid turbida Roma 
Elevet, accedas, examenque improbum in illa 
Caſtiges trutina, nec te queſpveris extra. 


:- Don'tfollow turbid Rowe's blind ſenceleſs ways: 
Oftoading ev'ry thing is done with Praiſe ; 
Of that falſe Ballance truſt not to the teſt, 

- And out of thee make of thy ſelf no queſt. 


The diſperſing and ſcattering our names into 
many Mouths,. we call making them more great; 
we will have them there well receiv'd,and that this 
increaſe turn to their Advantage, which is all that 
can be excuſable in this Defign 3 but the excels 


of this Diſeaſe proceeds ſo far,that many covet to 
| H 
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| «<7 havea Name be it what it will. Trogu; Pom: '" 
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7s Capitolinus, that they were more-ambitious. 
of a great Reputation, = a good one. This 


peins ſay $ "4 Heroftratus and\Titus Livins of Man-. 


tis enough for us that our Names are often 
mentton'd, be. it 'afrer what manner it will. It 
ſhould ſeem, that to'be known, 1s 10 ſome ſort 
to have-a Man's Life'and/its duration in another's 
keeping; I'for' mypirt'hold.that Tam not but 
in my felf, and of that other Life: of mine which 
Jes in the Knowledge 'of my Friends, to conli- 
derit' niked and fimply/in it ſelf, I know : very 
well that I am fenfible of no Fruit-nor Enjoy- 
ment, but by-tHeiVanity of a fantaſtick Opi- 
nion;+ and when I'halt-be dead, I ſhall be much 
leſs ſenſible of itz and ſhall withall abſolutely 

| loſe the uſe of thoſe real Advantages that ſome- 
times accidentally follow it; [I fhall have no 
more handle whereby to take hold of -Reputati- 
on; neither ſhall it have any whereby to take 
*hold*of; or to cleave'to me. For, to expett that 
my Name ſhould be advanc'd by it, 'in the-firſt 
place, I have no Name that 1s enough wy own 
of 'twa that I have, one 1s common'to all my 
Race,and even to others alſo. There are two Fa- 
milies at Paris and Montpellier, whoſe ſurname 
is Montaigne ; another in Brittany, and another 
Montaigne in Xaintonge. The Tranſpoſition: of 
one Syllable only isenough to ravel our Afﬀairs, 
fo that I ſhall peradventure ſhare in their Glory, 
and they ſhall partake of my Shame zand mate- 
over, 


LU Y Chapeo #6. -Seignenr de; Mantaigne's. Efays. 


over, my Anceſtors have formerly been ſfurnam'd 


 F Equem,a Name wherem a Family-well known in 
us \ Enaladl is at this day concern'd;:As:to my other 
his | Name,every one may. takeitthat will. And foper- 


haps T may honour a Porter in my own ſtead. 
And beſides,though I had a particular Diſtin&ion 


en || by my ſelf, what can it diſtinguiſh when Iamno 
It | more? Can it point out, and favour Inanity ? 
th. zunclevicy cippus non imprimit ofſe, 
Ts © Landat poſteritas,, nunc non © manibus illis, 
= ' "Nunc non e tumulo fortunataque favilla 

R - Naſeuntur viole ? _ 

: - Will a les Tamb,composd of ſmaller Stones, 
- © Prefs with leſs weight upon the under Bones? 
i. |  Poſterity may praiſe them, why; what tho ? } 


h | Can yet their Mayes ſuch a Gitt beſtow, + 
. * As to make Violets from thew Aſhes grow ? | 
2. | But of this ] have ſpoken elſewhere. As to what 
remains, 1n a great Battel where ten thouſand 
Men are maim'd or kill'd, there are not fifteen 
that are taken notice of. It muſt be ſome very 
- eminent greatneſs,or ſome conſequence of great 


mult fignalize a private Action,not of a Harque- 
buſer only, but of-a great Captain ; for to kill a 
may, or two,or ten, to expoſe a Mans ſelf bravely 
2 | tothe utmoſt Peril of Death, is indeed ſomething 
r {| In every one of us,becauſe we there hazard all; 
f | but for the Worlds concern, they are things ſo 
ocdinary,andſomany of them are every day ſeen, 
|| andtheremuſtof Neceſlity be ſo many of the ſame 
| kind:to nary nl any notable Effeq, that we can- 
Cc aſus 


- not expect any particular Renown, 
bb; 


I _ 
rig as 


Importance, that Fortune has added to It, that | 
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474 @ Celgrear de Montaignes Bjfiye. Book 
Juven, ſat, —caſus multis bic cognit#, ac Jam Sy 
13. .. Tritus, & 6 medio fortune duttus acerua. 


The a&ion once was fam'd, but now worn old, | 
With common ads of Fortune is enroll'd. 


Of ſo many thouſands 'of valiant men that 
have died within theſe fifteen years in France, 
with their Swords in their hands, not a hundred 
have come to our knowledge. The memory,not 
of the Commanders only, but of Battels and: Vi- 
Ctories is burie& and gone. The. Fortunes of a- 
bove half of the world, for want of a Record, 
{tir not from their place, and vaniſh without 
duration. If I had unknown Events in my poſ- 
{cſſion, I ſhould think with great eaſe to out-do 
thoſe that are recorded in all ſorts of Examples, 
Is it not ſtrange, that even. of the Greeks and 
Romans, amongſt ſo many Writers, and Wit- 
neſles, and ſo many rare and noble Exploits, fo 
few are arriv;d at our knowledge ? 


Ameid.l.7. Ad nos vix tenuis fame perlabitur anra. 
An obſcure rumar ſcarce is hither come. 


It will be much if a hundred years hence it be 
\ Temembred in groſs, that in our times there 
«cy; were Civil Wars in France, The Lacedemoni- 


The Muſe a5 entering into Battel, ſacrific'd to the Myfei 
te their At d 


facrificd | tg the end. 10ns might be well at 
unto by th | 
Lacedem)- 


mans, and 
why. 


f worthily writz looking upon it as a Divine, and 
no ordinary favour, that brave AGs ſhould find 


Witneſſes that could give them Life and Memo- 
F I}. 
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TY Chap. 16. Seigrerr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
=Y 77. Do we expet that atevery Muſquet ſhot we 
receive, and -at every hazard we run, there 
8 muſt be a Regiſter ready to. record them ?. and 
old, - befides, a hundred Regiſters may enroll them, 
2? whoſe Commentaries will not laſt above three 
days, and they ſhall never come to the ſight of 


that | any one. We have not the thouſandth part of 


ancient Writings 3 'tis fortune that gives them 
Ired # a ſhorter or longer Lifeaccording to her favour; 
not F' ard *tis lawful to doubt whether thoſe we have 
Vi- $ be not the worſt, having not ſeen the reſt. Men 
f a- | do not write Hiſtories of things of ſo little mo- 
2rd, | ment : a man muſt have been Geyeral in the 
zout | Conqueſt of an Empire, he muſt have won two 
poſ. } and fifty ſet Battels, and always the weaker in 
-do } number, as Ceſar did. Ten thouſand braveFel- 
les, # lows, and ſeveral great Captains loſt their lives 
and | bravely in his Service, whoſe Names laſted no 
Vir- B longer than their Wives and Children liv'd; 


Enos fama obſcura recondit. 


Even thoſe we ſee behave themſelves the beſt ; 
three months, or three years after-they have been 
knock'd on the Head, they are no more ſpoken 
be | of than if they had never been. Whoever will 
juſtly confider,and with due proportion, of what 


2 
a 


1- | kind of men, and of what ſorts of ations Glory . ' 
fes port it felf, in the Records of Hiſtory will 


, that there are very few Actions, and very 


ind 8 few Perſons of our times who can there pretend 


ind | any right. How many worthy men have we 


ſeen ſurvive their own Reputation, who have 
| ſeen 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 1h 
ſeen and ſuffered »the Honour and Glory moſt | 
juſtly acquird. in their Youth, extinguiſh'd in, 
in their own preſence ? And for three years of 

this fantaſtick and imaginary Lite, we mult gg. 
and throw away our true and eflential Life, and 
engage our ſelves in a perpetual Death ? The 
Szees propoſe to themſelves a nobler and more 
Juſt end in ſo-important an Enterprize. Re&? 
fa@7i, feciſſe merces eſt : officii frutus, ipſum offi- 
ciumeſt. The reward of a thing well done is to haue 
done it : the fruit of a good Office, is the Office it 


x) * felf. It were peradventure excuſable in a Pazrter, 
C 


or any other. Artizar, or. yet in a Rhetoricrar, 
or a Grammarian, to endeavour to raiſe them- 
ſelves a Name by their Works; but the ations 
of Vertue are too noble in themſelves, to ſeek 
any. other reward than from their own value, 
and eſpecially to ſeek 1t in the vanity of Humane 


* Tudgements. If this falſe Opinion nevertheleſs be 


of that uſe to thePublick, as to keep men in their 
duty ; if the People are thereby ſtird up to Ver- 
tne 3 if Princes are touch'd to fee the world 
bleſs, the memory of Irajar, and abominate that 
of Nero; if it moves them to ſee the name of that 
great Beaſt, once ſo terrible, and fear'd by eve- 
ry School-boy, ſo freely cursd and reviPd, let 
it in the name of God increaſe, and be as much 
as poſbly,nurſs'd up, cheri{h'd, and countenan- 
ced amongſt us. And Plato, bending his whole 
Endeavour to make his Citizens Virtuous, does 
alſo adviſe them not to deſpiſe the good eſteem 
of the People and ſays, that it falls ont by a 
certain Divine Inſpiration,that even the wicked 

themſelves 


J Chap. 16. Seigrew de Montaigne's Eſſays. ' 477. 


F nion, can rightly diſtinguiſh the Virtuous from 


add Divine Operations and Revelations where 


. keep the Peoplein their Duty. *Tis for this that 


Other, That his white Hd, brought them all 
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themſelves oft-times, as well by Word as Opt- 


the Wicked. This Perſon and his Tutor are 
both marvellous bold Artificers,every where to 


hawane force 1s wanting. And peradventure for 

this Reaſon it was, that Tir, railing at him, 

call'd him the great forger of Miracles. Ct trajics cicerade 
Poete confugiunt ad Denm, cum explicare argy- Nat. Deor. 
menti exitun non poſſunt. As tragick Poets fly to 

ſome (rod, when they cannot explain the iſſue of (4 
their Argument. Seeing that Men by their inſat- * *%h c7 2 | 


/ 


ficiency cannot pay themſelves well enough with ' .. 
carrent Money, let the counterfeit be ſuperad- 
ed. *Tis-a way that has been prattisd by all the X) 
Legiſlators ; and there is no Government that has 
not ſome mixture either of ceremonial Vanity,, 
or of falſe Opinion, that ſerves for a curb tro 4) 


moſt of them have their fabulous Originals and 
Beginnings, and ſo enrictyd with ſupernatural 
Myſteries. *Tis thisthat has given Credit to Ba- * 
ſtard Religions, and cauxd them to be counte- 
nancd by men of Underſtanding) and for this 
that Nama and Sextorins, to polleſs their Men 
with a better Opinion of them, fed them with 
this Foppery one, That the Nympth Egeria,the 


their Reſolutions from, the Gods. And the Au- 
thority that Nama. gave to his Laws under the 
Title of a Patronage of this Goddeſs; Leroaſter, 
Legiſlator of the Ba@rians and Perſzans, gave to 


his under the name of: Oromazis ; Triſmegiſtus 
Legiſlator 
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” 478 Seignenr de Montaignes Eſſays. Book 
b- 1(ltor of the Egyptians, under that of Merawy, 
amobxis Legiſlator of the Scythians, under thay" 
of Veſts : Charsndas Legiſlator of the Chalcedo- 
2iaxs, under that of Saturn : Minos Legiſlator 
of the Candiots, under that of Jupiter : Licurgw: 
Legiſlator of the Lacedemonians, under that of 

Apollo : and Draco, and Solon, Legiſlators of the 

Athenians, under that of Minerva. And every 

Government has a God at the head of it; other 

falſely, that truly which Moſes ſet over the Jews 

@ 7. . at their departure ont of Egypt. The Religion of 

| of the Bedoins, as the Sire de Joinville reports 

x) amongſt other things, enjoin'd a Belief, that the 

Soul of him amongſt them who died for hig 

Prince, went into another more happy ' Body; 

more beautiful, and more robuſt than the for- 

81) mer; by which means they much more willing+ 

ly ventur'd their Lives : : 


Lacantib.i. Jn ferrum mens prona viris, animeque. capacet 
Mortis, & ignauum eſt rediture parcere vite. 


T) Men covet wounds, and ſtrive Death to ens 
brace, 


. To fave a Life, that's to return, 1s baſe. 


This is a very comfortable, however an erroni- 
ous Belief. Every Nation has many ſfach Exam- 
ples of ir's own: but this Sabje&t would require 
a Treatiſe by it ſelf. To add one word more to 
my former Diſcourſe, I would adviſe the Ladies 
no more to call that Honour, which 1s bur their 
WF cicer d& Duty, Ot enim conſuctudo loquitur, id ſoluns di- 
my f*ib.2. citur honeſtum, quod eſt populari fama day* 
: % E C4 


* 8 
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urs According to the wnlgar Chat, which only approves 


thay} #hut for laudable, that is glorious by the publick 
edo- = Voice ; their Duty is the mark,their Honour bur 
Þ& the ontward rind. Neither would-I adviſe them 
'& to give that excule for payment of their denial : 
for prefuppoſe that their Intentions, their De- 
fire, and Will, which are things wherein their 
Honour 1s not at all concern'd, foraſmuch as no- 
hen F thing appears without, are much better regula- 
jews & ted than the effeds. 
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notY ' Due quia non liceat, non facit, illa facit. Ovifanin 
ts, f ; * Zo Eb. 4o 
the & .. She, wbo not ſins, 'cauſe it unlawful is, 242 <gi 


his: In being therefore Chaſte has done amiſs. 


dy; # - The Offence_both towards God, and in the 
or- | Conſcience, would be as great to delire as to.do 
ng+ © it. And beſides, they are Actions fo private and 
'F ſecret of themſelves, as would be eafily enough 
© kept from the Knowledge of others wherein the 
ct} Honour Conſfiſts, if they had not another reſpe& 
c. | to their Daty, and the Aﬀe&ion they bear to 
Chaſtity for it ſelf. Every Woman of Honour, 
&to a 


FF will much rather chooſe to loſe her Honour,than 
to hurt her Conſcience. | 

I Lag T, TE 

» | CHAP. XVII 

re | 

vS Of Preſumptions. 

E$ £2 


ir ere is another ſort of Glory, which 1s 

| {| the having too good an opinion of our 

own Worth. *'Tis an inconfiderate —_ ” 
Be wit 
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with ' which, we'flattet our: ſelves, and that re 
preſents us. to: our ſclves:,other 'than | we. tru 
are. iLike. the paſſion of Loye,.tbat lends beays 
ties. and -graces/to the Perſon it does embrace 
2nd that makes thoſe who are caught .,with wi 
with a depray'd and corrupt Judgement, conſs 
der the thing they love, other and more perf} 
than it is. I would not nevertheleſs for tear of 
failing on the other ſide, that a man ſhould na 
know himſelf aright, or think himſelf leſs thay 
WE he is, the Judgement ought in all things to keep | | 
it ſelf upright and juſt : tis all the reaſon in the 
world he ſhould diſcern in himſelf, as well azin} 
? others, what Truth ſets before him; if it be Ce-þ 
far, let him boldly think himſelf the greateſt 
Captain 1n the world. We are nothing but Ce. 
remony 3; - Ceremony carries usaway,and we leave | 
 theSubſtanceofthings: we hold by the Branches, Þ 
b 9.5", and quit the Trunk. We have taught the Ladig} 
'; to: bluſh when. they hear that but nanrd, tha 
they are nor at-all afraid to do : we:dare;not! 
S) call our members by their right names, and are 
not afraid to employ En in all ſorts , De. Þ 
-\ bauches. Ceremony forbids | us to expreſs 'by Þ 
'% words things that are lawful and natural, and - 
we obey it: Reaſon forbids us to do things une Þ 
lawful and ill, and no body obeys it. I find my Þ 
. Seq ſelf here fetter'd by the Laws of Ceremony 3 for 
it neither permits a man to.ſpeak well of himſelf, Þ 
* nor 11]. We will leave her there for this time, F: 
They whom fortune (call it good or ill) has Þ 
madeito-paſs their Lives in ſome emjnent.degree, 
may by their publick Actions manifeſt what they'F 
: arc. 
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I ep ee El bo 
word unleſs they ſpeak themſelves, .are to be 
excusd if they take the boldneſs to ſpeak ' of 
themſelves to ſuch whoſe Intereſt it is. to know 

emz by the Example of Lacilize, 
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(i [te velut fidis arcana ſodalibus oline Hor. th, 9) ©: 
ot Þ .Credebat libris, neque ſi malt ceſſerat, uſquan. *® tt  * 
18 -Decurrens alio, neque ſi bene s quo fit ut ommis, 
ee BY  Hotiva pateat velutz deſcripta tabella 
8 Pita ſenis. 


8 His way was in his Books to ſpeak his mind Sir Richary 
1 As freely, as his Secrets he would tell  * enſham 
& Toa try'd Friend, and took it ill, or well 
ve # He held his Cuſtom. Hence it came to paſs 


IF |.» Fhe old man's Life is there as in a Glaſs, 


tÞ} He always committed to Paper his Adions and 


t F Thoughts, and there pourtray'd himſelf, ſuch as 


e he found himſelf to be. Nec id Rutilio, 3» Tacitus, 


| Searro citra fidem,ant obtreFationi fuit. Nor were 
y | Autilius or Scaurus wirbeliev'd, or condemned for - 

| ſo doing. I remember then, that from my In- 

+ | fancy there was obſerv'd in me I know not what 

" Þ kind of Carriage and Behaviour, that ſeem'd to 

or Þ reliſh of Pride and Arrogancy. I will fay this 

If, by the way, that it is not inconvenient to have 

*Propenfions ſo proper and incorporated into 

s | Us, that we have not the means to feel and be 
e, | aware of them. And of ſuch natural Inclinatt- 

"ons the Body will retaih - certain bent, With- 

I 1 out 


ius Ceſar ſcratch'd his Heal 
which 1s the faſhion of a Mai 
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Jnted him on one fide, planting his Body in 
ſtiff immoveable poſture, without ſuffering it ta 
yield to the'Motion of his Coach 3 not daring 


: fo much as'to ſpit, blow his Noſe, or wi 
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"Chap. 17. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 

E his Face before People. I know not whether the 

= Geſtures that were obſerv'd-in me were of this 

» firſt quality, and whether I had really any ſe- 

 cret- propenſion to this Vice, as it might well 

3 be; and I cannot be reſponſible for the Moti- 

ons of the Body : but as to the Motions of the 

+ Soul, I muſt here confeſs that I am ſenſible of 

= ſoniething of that kind there. This Glory con- 

tha} - liſts of two parts, the one in ſetting too great a |= 
$$ - value upon our ſelves, and the other in ſetting 

the too little a value upon others. As: to the one, 

of methinks theſe Conſiderations ought in the firſt 

. place to be of ſome force. I feel my ſelf unpor- 

2 tun'd by an Errour of the Soul that diſpleaſes 

08 me, both as it is unjuſt, and as it is troubleſome. 

| attempt to corre it; but I cannot root it our, 

which 1s, that I leſſen the juſt valne of things 

that I poſſeſs,and overvalue others,becauſe they 

are foreign, abſent, and none of mine. This Hu- 

mour ſpreads very far. As the prerogative of 

the Authority which makes Husbands look up- 

on their own Wives with a vicious diſdain, and 

many Fathers their Children, ſo do I : and be- 

twixt two equal Merits ſhould alwayes be ſway'd 

againſt my own. Not ſo much that the jealouſie 

. of my Preferment, and the bettering of my Af- 

- fairs does trouble my Judgment, and hindersme 

- from ſatisfying my ſelf, as that Dominion of it 

ſelf begets a Contempt of what is our own, and 

over which we have an abſolute Command. 

Foreign Governments, Manners, and Languages, 

-inſinuate themſelves into my efteem ; and I am 

very ſenſible that Latin allures me by the Fa- 
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bour,;though no better than my own, I prize | 
above my own, becauſe they arenot mine. Be- "FF 
fides that, I am very ignorant in my own Aﬀairs; 
I am aſtoniſh'd at the aſſurance that every one 
has of himſelf : whereas there is not almoſt any "| 
thing that I am ſureI know, or that I dare be 
reſponſible to my felf that I can do : I have not 'F 
my means of doing any thing ſtated and ready, F 
and am only inſtructed after theeffe&, as doubt-. | 
ful of my own force as I am of anothers; whence 
it comes to paſs, that if I happen to doany thing * 
commendable, I attribute it more to my Fortune | 
than Induſtry : foraſmuch as I'deſign every thing 
v/e<:,by chance, and in fear. I have this alſo in gene- 
ral, that of all the Opinions Antiquity has held 
of men in groſs, I moſt willingly embrace, and 
moſt adhere to thoſe that moſt contemn and un- | 
®) dervalue us. Methinks Philoſophy has neverſo | 
fair a Game to play as when it falls upon our 
Vanity and Preſumption 3 when it moſt lays 
open their Irreſolution, Weakneſs, and Igno- 
#4) ' rance. I look upon the too good Option that | 
Man has of himſelf to be the nurſing Mother of | 
all rhe molt falſe, both publick and private Opt- 
"nions. Thoſe People, who ride aftride upon 
the Epicicle of Mercury, who ſee ſo far into the 
Heavens, are worſe to' me than a Tooth-draw- 
er that comes to draw my Teeth : for in my 
Study, the Snbject of which is Man, finding 
| fo great a variety of Judgements, ſo great a 
| | Laby- 
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FGhap. 17. Seigneur de Montaigne's, Boys. | 
Labyrinth of Difficulties one upon another, ſo 
great diverſity and incertainty, even. in the. 
” School of Wiſdom it ſelf, you may judge,  ſee- 
-ing thoſe People could not reſolve upon the 
# knowledge of themſelves, and their own con- 
'F dition, which is continually before their Eyes, 
'$ and within them, ſeeing they do not know 
y # how that moves which they themſelves move, 
be # nor how to give us a - Deſcription of the 
ot # Springs they themſelves govern :and make 
y, & uſe of 3 how can [I believe them about the eb- 
t- # bing and flowing of Nile. The curioſity of | ++ -r7 
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ce # knowing things, has been given to Man for | — 
o | a Scourge, _ the holy Scripture. But to 1 
ie KF return to what concerns my felt ; I think it ve- 
g # Ty bard, that any other ſhould-have a meaner 
>. F Opinion of himfelf, nay, that any other ſhould 
d $ have a meaner Opinion of me than I have of 
4 # my ſelf. I look upon my ſelf as one of. the 
- # common ſort, ſaving in this, that I have no 
o KF better an Opinion of my {elf 3 guilty of the 
r -meaneſt and moſt popular defects, but not diſ- [| 
$ own'd or excusd 3 and do not value my felf | £az91* F 
- # upon any other account than*becauſe I know | 
t # my own value. If there beany Glory 1nthecaſe, 
f 
) 


'tis ſuperficially infus'd into me by the trea- 
chery of my Complexion, and has no Body 
that my Judgement can diſcern. I am ſprinkled, | 
but not tinted. For in Truth, as to the effefts DLELE 
of the Mind, there isno part of me, be it what it ! 
will, with which I am ſatisfied : and the Appro-| '@-01* 5 
bation of others makes me not think the better | 
of my 1elf; my Judgement is tender and tickle, | 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Il," 


eſpecially in things that concern my ſelf ; I feel® 

my. ſelf float and waver by reaſon of my weak-" 

neſs. I have nothing of my own that ſatisfies my * 
Judgment : my fight 1sclear and regular enongh,? 
but in opening rt, it is apt to dazle; as I moſt? 
manifeſtly find 1n Poefie. I love it infmitely,and 
am able to give a tolerable Judgment of other 


mens Works: but in good earneſt, when I ap- 


£Z 
6. 
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j ply my ſelf to it, I play the Child, and am not 'F 
9 0: able to endure my ſelf. A Man may play the . ; 


fool in every thing elle, but not in Poetry, 


Face de ai - Mediocribas eſſe Poetzs 
: Arte Poet, 


Ej. X) Poets ſhould ever be indifferent. 


I would to God this Sentence was writ over || 
the Doors of all our Printers, to forbid the en- 


trance of ſo many Rimers. . 


ents, FX  DVerum 
[ o . . . - 
4616 Nikhil fecurins eſt malo Poeta. 


but the truth 1s this—. 
Nought more ſecure than a bad Poet is. 


Why have not we ſuch People 2 Dyonyſms 
the Father valu'd himſelf ſo much upon nothing 
as his Poetry. At the Olympick Games, with Cha- 
riots ſurpaſſing the others in Magnificence, he 
ſent alſo Poets and Myſis#ans to preſent his = 

ES, 


Noz dii, non_ homines, non conceſſere columne. | 
; ' & 
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Ben 7okn- | But neither Men, nor Gods, nor Pillars meant: ! 
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y. with Tents and Pavillions zoyally gilt and;, 
ung with Tapiſtry. When his Verſes came to 
The recited, the excellency of the Pronunciati- 
Foo 9id ar firſt attra& the attention of the Peo-. 
ple; but when they afterwards came to- 
[the meanneſs of the Compoſition, they firſt en- 


9 


te d into diſdain, and continuing to nettle their 
Hudgments, preſently proceeded to Fury, and 


F ran to pull down, and tear to pieces all his Pa-. 
he F vilions: and in that his Chariots neither performd 


apy thing to purpoſe in the courſe; and that the 


Þ Ship which brought back. his People fail'd of 


& making Sicily, and was by. the Tempeſt driven 


; - and wrack'd upon the Coaſt of Tarantunr, they 


FF did certainly believe was thorough the Anger 
t # of the Gods, incens'd, as they themſelyes were, 


F 


| againſt that paltry Poexe; and even the Mariners 
$ whoeſcapd from the wrack, ſeconded this Op1- 
F non -of the People: to which alſo the Oracle 


that foretold his Death ſeem'd to ſubſcribe 3 
which was, That Dionyſus ſhould be near his 
end, when he ſhould have overcome thoſe who were 
better than himſelf, which he interpreted of the 
| Carthaginians,who ſurpaſs'd him in Power; and 
having War with them, often declind the Vi- 
Rory, not to incur the Sence of this Prediction. 
But he underſtood it ill; for the God pointed 
at the time of the Advantage that by Favour and 
Injuſtice he obtain'd at Athens over the Tragick 
Poets, better than himſelf, having caus'd his own 
Play call'd the Leineicus to be acted in Emu- 
lation. Preſently after which Vicory he died, 
and partly of the exceſſive Joy he conceiv'd at 
I 3 4 the 
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"wh Bcoeſs, "Whar? PE Cade wine, 
not ſo really, and in it ſelf : -but in —— 
of other works thiny , thay a ſeeare welte 


bh for "tis a ver EEE 
e'a Man extradts that pleaſure from him! 
cially if 'he be conſtant in his ſelf- coneeit.” 
X Know a Poet, againſt whom both the Intell 
gent 1n Poetry, and the- Ignorant, abroad ani 
at home , ' both 'Heaven' and''Earth, excl vY | 
that 'he underſtands very little in it 5 and yes 
for all that, he has'never a whit-the work opid 
« nion of himſelf :* but is always' falling upon 
ſome new Piece, always contriving ſome new} 
Invention, and {till perſiſts 5 by ſo much'the F 
- more obſtinate; as it only concerns him to ſtand 
up 1n his own Defence. My Works are fo far 
from pleaſing me, that as oft as 1 review meer 
they diſguſt me 2 ; 


Ovid # | Cum relego, ſeripfiſſe pudet, quia plurima cerno, 
Ponto,lib. 1. 


Elez. 6, Me quoque qui fect, judice digna lini, 


When I peruſe, T bluſh at what Þve Writ, 
Seeing 'tis only for the Fier fit, 


[ have always an Tile 4 1n my Soul, which pre- 
ſents me a better Form than that j have made 
uſe of ; but I cannot catch it, nor fit it to my 
purpoſe ; and yet even that Tides ; is but of the 
meaner fort, by whichI conclude, that the produ- 
fions of thoſe great Souls of former times, as aw 
muc 
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4A / ormy wiſh :-their Writings do not only 


T, 


iſh me with Admiration. I judge of their Beau- 
ty, I ſee it, if\not to the utmoſt, yet ſo far at 
Heaſt as *tis poſſible for me to aſpire. Whatever 
Tandertake, I owe a Sacrifice to the Graces, as 
FPlatarch ſays of ſome one, to make a return for 
2 their Favour. | 


 —— ft quid enim placet, 
= Sz quid dulce hominum ſenſibus influit, 
Debentur lepidis onmmia gratiis. 


# If any thing does pleaſe that I do write, 
F | Into Mens Minds if it infuſe delight, - 


& ; All's to the lovely Graces due. 


F They abandon me throughout: all I write is 
'Y rude, poliſhing and Beauty are wanting : I can- 
" B not ſet things off to any advantage,my handling 
| adds nothing to the Matter 3 for which Reaſon 
{I muſt have it forcible, very full, and that has 

* Juſtre of its own. If I pitch upon Subjeds that 

$ are popular and gay, 'tis to follow my own In- 

$ clination, who do not affect a grave and cere- 

-- monious Wiſdom, as the World does; and to 

- | make my ſelf moreſpritely, but not to make my 
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e | ſtile more wanton, which would rather have nan 


form and irregular way of ſpeaking, a vulgar 
- | jargon.,and a proceeding without Definition,Di- 
7 vitton, and without Concluſion, perplext _ 
I | that 


Stite, 


y | them grave and ſevereat leaſt,if I may call anin- * 
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” 490 ACeigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 
, _. that of om pat and | Raberizs, /a Stile.- Ic 
neither pleaſe nor delight, much leſs raviſh-an 
one : the beſt Story in the World" would: fy 
ſpoil'd by my handling. I cannot ſpeak butiy 
earneſt ; and am totally unprovided of that Fx 
cility which I obſerve in many of my AcquainsÞ 
tance, of entertaining the firſt -commers,. and 
keeping a whole company in Breath, or taking 
up the care of a Prince with all forts of Dif 
courſe, without being weary : they never want» 
ing Matter, by reaſon of the Faculty and Grace 
they have in taking hold of the firſt thing i 
ſtarted, and accommodating it to' the Humor 
and Capacity of thoſe with whom they have to 
2f£Þ.\ do. Princes do not_much affe&t folid Diſcour- 
Fr... | ſes, nor T to tell Stories. 'The firſt and eafteſt 
Reaſons, which' are commonly the beſt taken, 
I know not how to employ. I am an ill Orator 
to the common ſort. I am apt of every thing to: 
ſay the utmoſt that I know. Cicero is of Opini-Þ 
on, that in Treatiſes of Philoſophy the exordium | 
Is the hardeſt part : which, if it be true, Il am 
wiſe in ſticking to the Conclafion. And yet we Þ 
are to know how to wind the ſtring to all Notes, | 
| . and the ſharpeſt is that which is the moſt ſel-: 
ea If dom touch'd. There is at leaſt-as much perfeQi-' 
| on in elevating an empty, as in Gupporting es | 
weighty thing. A man muſt ſometimes ſuperfici- 
ally handle things, and ſometimes puſh: them FI 
home. I know very well, that moſt Men keep : 
themſelves mn this lower form, for not concet- | 
ving things otherwiſe than by this outward 
bark : ot T ikewiſe know, that the =_ 
| Maſters 
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p-46. Seigneur de Montaignes Eſſays. 
ters, and Xezophon and Platoare often ſeen.to 
opt this low and popular manner of Tpeak- 
and treating of things, 'and maintaining them 
fith Graces, which are'never wanting to them. . 
Fto the reſt, my Language has nothing in it 
Hat is facile and fluent : 'tis rough, free, and ir- 
ndeenlar : and therefore beſt pleaſes not my 
1 Sfadgment, but Inclination. But I very well per- 
Jil Feeive, that I ſometimes give my ſelf roo much 
ne-Frem, and that by force of endeavour to avoid 
Art and Aﬀecation, I fall into the other Incon- 
1-Fyenience.. 


4 6 


x; 


| brevis eſſe laboro, Hor. Ar. 
Poet, 
Obſcurns fio. 


I ſtrive Prolixity tevade, 
And by that means obſcure am made. 


8 Plato fayes, that the long, nor the ſhort are =. 82 oo | 
'F not Proprietics, that either take away, or give | 
F luſtre to Language. Should I attempt to follow 
'F the other more moderate and united ſtyle, I 
Þ ſhould never attain unto it: and though the 
FT ſhort round Periods of Says beſt fuit with my 
F Humour, yet I find Ceſar much greater, and 
F harder to imitate 3 and though my Inclination 
a F would rather prompt me to imitate Serece's 
- F way of Writing, yet do I nevertheleſs more 
n_Þ eſteemthat of Plxtarch. Both in ſilenceand ſpeak- 
pt apy follow my own natural way from 
whence peradventure it falls out, that I am bet- 
ter at ſpeaking than writing. Motion and Acti- 
on animate Words, eſpecially in thoſe —_ lay 
apout 
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Comportwent, the Countettance, the Voice, the A 
and the Tribunal, will ſet off ſome Fe | 


of themſelves, and fo confider'd, wou | 

no better than prating. Meſa/a complaing 
Tacitus of the ſtraightneſs of ſome-Garme 

in . his time, and of the faſhion of the Peg 
where the Orators were to declaim, that wg 
a diſadvantage to their Eloquence. - My Frey 
Tongue is. corrupted both in the Pronuntiat 
on and elſewhere, by the Barbariſmze of m 

Country. I never faw a Man who was a Nth 
tive of any of the Provinces on this ſide, oi 
the Kingdom, who had not a twang of hill 
place of Birth, and that was not offenſive hi 
Ears that were purely French. And yet ith 
not that I am ſo perfe&t in my Perigourdin 
for I can no more ſpeak it than high Dutch 
nor. do I much care. 'Tis a Language, ul 
the reſt about me on every.fide,of Poztor, Tom | 
tonge, Angouleſme, Limoſin, and Auvergne, ani 
a ſcurvy, drawling, durty Language. - There ul 
indeed above us towards the Mountains a ſonfl 
of Gaſcon ſpoke, ti1at I am mightily taken with 
blunt, brief, ſignificant, and in truth'a more 
Manly and Military Language than any othe 
I am acquainted with 3 as finewy, infinuating;: 
and pertinent, as French is graceful, neat, -and 
luxuriant. As to the Latin, which was given 
me for my Mother Tongue, I have by diſcons! 


tinuance loſt the uſe of ſpeaking it, and indeed 
of writing it too, wherein I formerly had: a par: 


ticular Reputation 3.by which you may ſee how 
in- 


"28 : Sc ds Montzignss & cn wad A 
"7 E am on that fide. Beauty is a x <1,” | 
g of ore: eat recommendation in thecorreſpon- 
y among 'men 3 *tis the principal means of 
hui ing the favour and good liking of one a- 
r, and no man is ſo barbarous and moroſe, 
Y 'F does not perceive himſelf in ſome ſort ſtruck ' 
ts Attration. The Body has a great ſhare - 
r Being, has an eminent place there, - and * 
reſo It's Structure and Symmetry are of ye--. 
conſideration. They who go about to 
unite, and ſeparate our two prinerpal parts 
om one another are to blame : we muſt onthe 
xry reunite and rejoyn them. We muſt com-- 
nd the Soul, not to withdraw to entertain 
i ſelf apart, not-to deſpiſe and abandon the 
: ira Body, (neither .can ſhe doit, but by ſome ridicu- 
nlous counterfeit) but to unite her ſelf cloſe to 
aJit, to embrace, cheriſh, aſliſt, govern, and ad- 
FE viſcit,and to bring it back ,and ſet itintothe true: 
*way when it wanders3 | in ſumm, to eſpouſe, and 
anfbe a Husband to it 3 foraſmuch as their 'ef- 
v ets do not appear to be diverſe and contrary, 
onFbut uniform and concurring. Chriſtians have a 
LE particular inſtruction concerning this Connexi- 
re. ——grnkk know that the Divine Juſtice embra- 
ay ces this Society, and juncture of Body and- 
& Soul, even to the making the Body capable of 
] erernal Rewards 3 and that God has an Eye to 
| man's ways , and will that he receive en- 
2 tire, the chaſtiſement or reward of his Deme- , 
'F rits. The Se# of the Peripateticks, of all others ,-\| 
'the moſt Sociable, does attribute to Wiſdom this 
fole care, equally to provide for the go0y eo 
oy - tne 6 
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Seignei de Montaigne'r Eſſsys. Bad 
*.1+-+ theſe two aſſociate Parts: and the orher:$ 
in not- ſufficiently applying themſelves to} 
Conſideration of this mixture, ſhew themſeh 
to be divided, one for the Body, and the of 
for the'Soul, with equal Error: and-to havek 
Mi their Subje, which is Man, and their Guid 
= 2-1-2 which they generally confeſs to be Nature. Þ 
| 74 firſt diſtin&ion that ever was amongſt men, al 
the Eir{t Conſideration that gave fome Preheniſ® 
nence over others, 'tis likely was the Advantanſ®* 
of Beauty. Fo :Þ 


e528, 12 Sth. RE Wi 
JE RE ERIE 
att. 2 , 
RE, 4 
ET, 4 7 3 6 
A5 ” - .- 
0 5. os. ; 4, D F - 
v9 4 
a 4 


PY . *%, 
— 


Tucret. l. 5. | agros diviſere, atque dedere 
| Pro facie cujuſque, &* viribus, ingenioque: | 
Nam facies multum valuit, vireſque vigeban, | 


Then Cattel too was ſhard, and (teddy bound 
Mark'dout to every man his proper Ground: 
Each had his proper ſhare, each what was lit 
According to his Beauty, Strength, or Wit 
For Beauty then, and Strength had moſt Con 

mand, 1 
Thoſe had the greateſt ſhare in Beaſts and Land 


Mr. Creech, 


Now I am of ſomething lower than the mid 
dle ſtature, a Defe& that not only borders upoilif 
Deformity, but carries withall a great deal of 
Inconvenience along with it, eſpecially tho 
who are in command ; for the Authority whidl 

: 2 graceful Preſence,and a majeſtick meen beget 

v fy is wanting. C. Marins did not willingly liſt af 
Souldiers that were not-{1x foot high. 'The Cour: 

tier has indeed reaſon to deſire a moderate St: 

| ture 
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4 e in the Perſon - het is to make, 256 than 
y other 3 and to reje&t all ſtrangeneſs that 
ſhe zuld make him be pointed at. But in chooſing, 
the muſt have a care 1n this Mediocrity, to have 
' im rather below, than above the common 
In Randard: I would not do ſo in a Souldier. Lit- 
e men, ſays Ariſtotle, are pretty, but not hand- 
& me: and greatneſs of Soul is diſcoverd in a 
preat Body,as Beauty 15 1n a conſpicuous ſtature. 
5 be Ethiopians and Indians,fays he, in chooſing « £4; - 74 
2 Ta: ieir Kings and Magiſtrates, had a ſpecial re- 
" gard to the Beauty and Stature of their Perſons. 
- They had Reaſon: for it creates reſpe& in thoſe 
- that follow them, and is a Terror to the Ene- 
int, my, to ſee a Leader of a brave and goodly Sta- © -,; 
"ture march in the Head of a Battalion. | 


Ipſe inter primos preftant corpore Turnus Virgil. 
Vertitur, arma tenens, & toto vertice ſupra eſt. Encid.k7. 


The graceful Turns, talleſt by the Head, _ D 3 
— Shaking his Arms, himſelf the Van up lead. 


Our holy and heavenly King, of whom every z) 


y 4 {Circumſtance 3 is moſt carefully, and with the 
1 ateſt Religion and Reverence to be obſerv'd, 
not himſelf refusd Wong Recommendation, 
Fpecaoſus forma pre filiis hominum. He is fairer 

dan as up bildren of Men. And Plato, t p er wr”; ” 
8 -with Temperance and Fortitude, requires Beau- 
"1; Bl ndeConfer nſervators of his Repablick. It would + 
$ vex you that a man ſhould apply himſelf to you 
f amongſt your Servants to enquire where Mor- 


j- "ou 
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3 mainder of the Complement of the Hat thaylt 
| Js ts made to your Barber, or your Secretary; ul 
; X) CO 5 5e hapned to poor Philopemer, who,arriving the 
2 r{t of all his Company at an Inn where he wal 
4 expetted, the Hoſteſs, who knew him not, and 
faw him an unſightly Fellow, employ'd him tg 
g0 help her Maids a little to draw Water, oy 

make a Fire againſt Ph;lopemer's coming : the 
Gentlemen of his Train arriving preſently after, 
and Turprizd to ſee him buſie in this-fine EneY 

-ployment (for he fail'd not of obeying his Lands! 

i Jadies may ors, ask'd him what he was doing: 
there, I am, ſaid he, paying the Fenalty ' 1 
1) Uslineſs. The other Beauties belong to #4 _ | 
the Beauty of Stature is the only Beauty of Mem 

Where there is a contemptible Stature, neither 

the Targeneſs and roundneſs of the Forehead, 
nor the whitene(s and ſweetneſs of the Eyes, nor 

the moderate proportion of the Noſe; nor the: 

littſeneſs of the Ears and Mouth, nor the even-: 
neſs and whiteneſs of the Teeth, nor the thick- Þ 
neſs of a well-ſet brown Beard ſhining like the 
Husk of a Cheſtnut, nor curtd Hair, nor the juſt! 
proportion of the Head, nor a freſh Comple- 
xion, nor a pleaſing Air of a Face, nor a Body 
| without any offentive ſcent,nor the juſt propor- | 
* TheAu-* tion of Limbs,can make a handſome Man. 1 am, 
53 as to the reſt, ſtrong, and well knit, my Face is 
not puft, but full, and my Complexion betwixt:$ 
norTr and melancholick; moderately fanguine- 
a Ot, : Fe 
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Chap: 17. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 497 


= Unde rigent ſetis mihi crura, & peFora villis. 1g. 
1 Whence 'tismy Thighs fo rough and briſtled 
we 6 ; | arc, ? 

1 And that my Breaſt is ſo thick ſet with Hair. 


x 
. 
p 


1 WS my Health vigorous and ſpritely, even to a well 
TY advanc'd age, and rarely troubled with Sickneſs. 
we Such [ was, for I do not now make any reckoning 
of my (elf, now I ſay, that I am engag'd in the 
'F Avenues of Age, being already paſt forty, 


| 


£ 


minutatem Uires, @& robur adultun Lucret. L.22 
- Frangit, & in parte pejorems liquitur etas. 


' Thence by degrecsour Strength meles all away. ot Creech; 
F And treacherous age creeps on,and things decay. 
| What ſhall be from this time forward, will be 


but a half Being, and no more me ; I every day 
1 eſcape and ſteal away from my ſelf : 


| S ingula de nobis anni predantur euntes. Hor. lib. 21 
+, Epift, 2. 
I find I'm growing, old, and every year 7. D- 
' - Steals ſomething from me — 


»& Agility and addreſs I never-had;- and yet am the 
3 Son of a very ative and ſpritely Father, and that 

gy continued to beſoto an extreamold age. I have ſel-. 
$ domknown any man of his Condition, his equal in 
7 all bodily Exerciſes: asI have ſeldom met with any 
4 who have not excell'd me, except in rung 
whic 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book] 
which I was. pretty good. In Muſick or Singlf 
ing, for which I have a very unfit Voice, or wi 
play on any ſort of Inſtrument, they could neye 
teach me any thing. In Dancing, Tennis, off 
Wreſtling, I could never arrive to more thay 
an ordinary pitchz in Swimming , Fencing, 
Vaulting, and Leaping, to none at all, NM 
Hands are ſo clumſie, that I cannot ſo much x 
write ſo as to read it my ſelf, ſo that I had rs 
ther do what I have ſcribled over again,than ty 
take upon me the trouble to correct it, and 


' Not read much better than T write. I cannat 


1d. hb. 2. 
Sat. 2. 


Alexander 
Brome, 


handſomely fold up a Latter, nor could eve 
make a Pen, or carve at Table worth a Pin, nf 
ſaddle a Horſe, nor carry a. Hawk and filye her 
nor hunt the Dogs, nor lure a Hawk, nor. (ge 
to a Horſe. In fine, my bodily Qualities ar 
very well ſuited to thoſe of my Soul, there wi 
nothing ſpritely, only a full and firm Vigour. 
I am patient enough of Labour and Pains, but 
it is only when I go voluntary to the Work,and 
only ſo long as my own defire prompts me toi 
Molliter auſterum ſtudio fallente laboreme. 
Whilſt the Delight makes you nerre mind th 
Pain. 


| Otherwiſe, if I am not allurd with ſome ple: 
ſure, or have other guide than my own pure 
and free Inclination, Iam there good for nothing! 


o/c for I am of an Humour, that Life and Health 


£<2) 


excepted, there 1s nothing for which I will bite 
my Nails and thatT al purchace at the price 


of the Torment of Mind and conſtraint 5 
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"Chap. 17. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. = 499 


33 ELIAS 
_ — tauti mihi non fit opack Ten 
Omnes arena Tagi, quodque in Mare. volvitur Sat. 3: 


Aurumn. 


Rich Tagss Sands fo dear I would not buy, 
Nor all the Gold. that in the Sea doth lye. 


I 14 extreamly idle, and extreawly given up to my 
nt own loclination both by Nature and Art. [ ac, 
1 dof would as willingly Jend a Man my Blood, as my 


noel} Pains. T have a Soul free and entirely its own, 
val and accuſtomed to guide it felf after its own 
,noll faſhion 5 having hitherto never had either Ma- 


hal ſter or. Governour imposd upon me. I have 
a walk'd as far as I would, and the pace that beſt 
an pleas'd my felf. This 1s it that has render'd me 
rel unfit for the Service of others, and has mademe 
ou of no uſe to any one but my ſelf; and for that 
ou there was no necd of forcing my heavy and la- 
any zy Diſpoſition 3 for being born to ſuch a For-' 
21. tune, as I had Reaſon to be contented with, (a 

Reaſon nevertheleſs that a thouſand others of 

my Acquaintance would have rather made uſe . 
'of for a planck upon which to pals over to a 
. higher Fortune,to tumult and difquiet) I ſought 
\ for no more, and alſo got no more : 


Non agimur tumidi ventis Aquilone ſecundo, Hhrace.l.2, 
Non tamen adverſis etatem ducimus auſtris,  byit. 
Viribus, ingenio, ſpecie, virtute, loco, re, . 

' Extremi priorum, extremis uſque priores, 


K k 2 
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1\. 638; o1 = 3 
7. plgef; | I neither am oppreſt = 
| With ſtorms,nor Tat at all with calms; my Sails 
Are HIId with equal, and indifferent gales ; S 
For Health, Wit, Vertue, Honour, Wealth, Im. 
os lact '-M 


\ Short of the amaier'S but before the laſt. 


$00 Seigneyr de 


I had only need of what was ſufficient to con- 
tent me: which nevertheleſs is a Government of. 
Soul, to take it right, equally difficult in all ſorts 
of Conditions, and that by Cuſtom, we fee niore 
eaſily found in want than abundance: foraſmuch, 
| peradventure,as according to the courſe of others 
| 2p ©; Paſſions, the deſire of Riches is more ſharpined. 
Wi 1 | by the uſe we make of them, than by the need' 
| we have of them: and the virtue of Moderation ! 
more rare than that of Patience. And never had 
any thing to deſire, but happily to enjoy the 
Eſtate that God by his Bounty had put into my : 
Hands : I have never known any thing of Trou- 
ble, and have had little to do in anything but 
the management of my own Aﬀairs: or, if Thave, 
it has been upon Condition to do them at my 
own leiſure, and after my own Method, com-' 
mitted to my truſt by ſuch as had a confidence . 
in me, that did not importune me, and that 
knew my Humor. For good Horfe-men will 
make ſhift to get ſervice out of a ruſty and 
broken winded Jade. Even my Infancy was 
train'd up after a gentle and free manner, and 
even then exempt from any rigorous Subjection: 
all which have helpt me to a Complexion delt- 
"4 CAtC 


-j Chap. 17. Setgnenr deMontaigne's Eſſays. SOL 

RP = Sd ne : BOW 
cate and-incapable of Sollicitude, even to that 3 
© degree, that 1 love to have my Loſſes, and the | ug fo * 
FT Diſorders wherein I am concernd, conceal'd 


a\ REY 
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= from me; ſo that in the account of my Expen- 
: ces, I put down what my Negligence coſts me 


in feeding and maintaining my felt. 


HP x 
| : | - he nempe ſuperſunt, YT 
n- Due dominum fallunt, que proſint furibus, = ih 5. 


_— 


The Houſe is much unfurniſh'd where thereare {4tzander x) 
Te Not many things ſuperfluous, and to ſpares Frome: | 
+ &. . Goods whichthe = knowsnot of, but may 

3-4 | 


rs Be unconcern'd when they are ſtole away. 
ed. ; 3 
4 1do not love to know what I have, that Fmay |, 1 


be leſs ſenſible of my Loſs. I intreat thoſe that © * * 3 
dB ferve me, where AfﬀeCtion and Integrity are | 
« Y wanting,to deecive me with ſomething that may | 
F look tollerably handſome. For want of Con- «730 5/p* 


F FF ftancy enough to ſupport the ſhock of the ad- 
it & verſe Accidents, to which we are ſubject, .; and 
| of patience ſeriouſly to apply my ſelf to the ma- 
y | 2agement of my Affairs; I nouriſh as much asI 
1 | canthisin my ſelf, wholly leaving all to Fortune 3 + 


© | to take all things at the worſt, and to reſolveto 

+ | bear thatworſt with Temper and Patience. That » 

1 & i the only thing I aim at, and to which Tapply 

1 & Ty whole Meditation. In a Danger, I do not fo 

much conſider how I ſhall eſcape it, as of how 

1} little importance it is whether eſcape it or no: 

- & ſhould Ibeleftdeaduponthe place, what matter 2 

| Notbeing able to govern Events,I govern my (elf, 
Kk3 and 
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and apply my. ſelf to them, if they will not aps! 
+24% 2 ply themſelves to me. - I have no great art tg; 
' evade, eſcape from, or to force Fortune, .and 

by Prudence to guide and incline things to'my! 


| 2py-fa, In requir'd 3 and the moſt uneafie condition for 


beration, even in things of lighteſt moment, is 
fu very troubleſome to me 3 and I find my Mind 


and rofling of Doubt and Conſultation, than to 


happen after the Die is thrown, Few Paſſions 


35% ,where I can fall no lower, and there ſeek my 


that do not torment and teaze me with the in- 
certainty of their growing better 3 but that at 


the firſt puſh plunge me direGtly into the worſt 
, can be expected. | | 


—_— 


*- mg Oe 


Sentea. - dubia plus torquent mala. 
Agameti- 
8n. 


Doubtful ills do plague us worſt. 


19'E* [Ip Events, I carry my ſelf like a Man, in the 
2p 7) Condud, like a Child. The fear of the Fall more 
( altoniſhes me than the Fall it ſelf. It will not 

| | quit 


48 


own Biaſs. I have the leaſt Patience of all to 
undergo the troubleſome and painfull Care there. 


me is to be ſuſpended in urgent Occaſions, and: 
to be agitated betwixt Hope and Fear. Deli- 


EY a. pRoewyy wot. at. —_—y - wb P% © _ 


more put to it to undergo the various tumbling 
ſetupir's reſt, and to acquieſcein what ever ſhall 


. , break my ſleep, but of deliberations, the leaſt 
| ) #9 E£*, will do it. As in Ways, 1 willingly avoid thoſe. 


that are ſloping and Tippery, and put my ſelf 
into the beaten track how durty or deep ſoever, 


ſafety : fo I love Misfortunes that are purely ſo, 


Chap. 17. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, $03 } 
uit coſt. The COVErons Man has a worſe ac- [inn 226 
count of his Paſſion than rhe poor, and the jea- 2% 
Tous Man than the Cuckold; and a man oft- | ap f,* 
T times Toles more by defending his Vine-yard | 
& chan if he gave it up. The loweſt walk is the 
ſafeſt; 'tis the Seat of Conſtancy : you have 
F there need of no one but your elf, 'tis there ; 
founded, and wholly ſtands upon it's own Ba- _ 
eli- & fis. Has not this Example of a Gentleman very x v2 ef (S 
, is Þ well known ſome air of Phzloſophy in it ? He ; 
ind married, being well advancd in years, having , 
ing Y ſpent his Youth in Good-fellowſhip,a great Tal- 

to ker and a great Jeerer z calling to mind how 

all Y much the ſubje& of Cuckoſdry had given him +, 
"ns Y occaſion to talk and ſcoff at- others , to-pre- * 
alt Y vent them from paying him in his own coin, he 

ſe married a Wife from a Place where any may 

elf bave fleſh for his money * Good morrow Whore, * ; ..., 
Tr, Good morrow Cuckold 5 and there was not any © 
y & thing wherewith he more commonly and open- 

o, & ly entertaind thoſe that came to ſee him than 

1- & with this deſign of his, by which he ſtop'd the 

it private muttering of Mockers,and defended him- 

t BY felf from this Reproach. As to Ambition, which * 

is Neighbour, or rather Daughter to Preſump- 

tion, , Fortune, to advance me, muſt have come 

and taken me by the hand 3 for to trouble my 

{elf for an uncertain Hope, and to have ſubmit- 

ted my ſelf to all the Difficulties that accompa- 

ny thoſe who endeavour to bring themſelves in- 

FF to Credit in the beginning of their progrels, 

' Icouldnever have done it. 


Kk4 
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; $0. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſeys. Book'F 

| ſpem pretio non emo. 'Y 

I will not purchaſe Hope with Money. 
Fs. \ 


' T apply my ſelf to what I ſee, and to whatl| 


have in my Hand, and go not very far from the 
Shoar: | 


| Prop.l.z. Alter remus aquas, alter tibi radat arenas. 


oo Bleg. 20 5 
Y uf Into the Sea I plung one Oar, - 
And with the other rake the Shoar. + -— 


and beſides, a Man rarely arrives to theſe Ad- 

vancements, but in firſt hazarding what he has 

9: to, of his own: and I am of Opinion, that if a Man 

have ſufficient to maintain him 1n the Conditi-: 

on wherein he was born and brought up, 'tis a 

8 + great folly to hazard that upon the incertainty. 
 Vatf of augmenting it. He ro whom Fortune has de- 
| ny'd whereon to ſet his Foot, and to ſettle a | 
quiet and compos'd way of living, is to be ex- iſ 

cus'd if he does venture what he has, becauſe, | 

happen what will,Neceſlity puts him vpon ſhift- 

. Ing for himſelf. ET 0a 


|- Seneca, Capienda rebus in malis preceps via eft. * 
Agat As 5 
A deſperate caſe muſt have adeſperate courle, 


And I rather excuſe a younger Brother to ex- 
poſe what his Friends haveleft him to the Cour- 
reſie of fortune,than him with whom the Honour 
of his Family is intruſted, that cannot be neceſ- 
ſitous, but by his own Fault. I have found a 
much ſhorter and more eafie way,by the Advice 
of the good Friends I had in my younger days, 

| co. 
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CA up: 17. Seignevr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 5034 7 
"Mo free my (elf from any ſuch Ambition, and to : 


| . 45 ts” fi Hwace. tx; © 

Cui ſit conditio dulcis, ſme pulvere palmg. pe ig q 

atl Y Whoſe Sword hath won him Honour in true Sir &+-. *- * 
the Fights, | mo Fen- 


Duſty Olympick Lawrels that Man flights. 
& Judging rightly enough of my own Forces,that 1 
"Bf they were not capable of any great Matters ; and ; 
_ calling to mind the ſaying of the late Ghaneel- e pes | 
Þ lor OFzer.that the French were like Monkies. that | 7 
\d BY frarmup a Tree from Branch to Branch,andnever = 


has & ſtop till they come to the higheſt; and there ſhow | 
an W their ugly bald Breech. 


TY Turpeeſt quod nequeas capiti committere pondus, Proje 
Et preſſum inflexo mox dare terga genu. 


. B. It is a ſhame to load the Shoulders fo, 

ny That they the Burthen cannot undergo; 

And the Knees bending with the weight,to quit 
The pond'rous load, and turn the Back to it. 


t- & 1 ſhould find the beſt Qualities I have uſeleſs in 
this Age. The Facility ofmy Manners would have 
been call'd Weakneſs and Negligence, my Faith 
and Conſcience, if fuch I have, Scrupuloſity and 
Superſtitionz my Liberty and Freedom would 
have been reputed troubleſome, inconſiderate 


andraſh. 1) luck is good for ſomething. Itisgood prove, 4p 

to be born 1n a_very Ceprave Age; for > in| ; 
compariſon of others, you ſhall be reputed ver- | 
tuous good cheap. He that in our dayes 1s but 2) | 


a Parricide, and a ſacrilegious Perſon, is an ho- 
neſt Man, and a Man of Honour. _ 
PU 


"5 we s * Þy " Ber © 


. 
4 LES 
+ » oof 
| 4 
: 
; 


« ' v3 PEE. 5, Ga WS "BN "Ib 03.” "FA. , . 
FE OO TOE: Ou TI Hs 226" OO 0 OE CEO 0 FT ONO TT s WR MII. TOs LO; MAY OE A 
*: uw £ © I £ p] » 
Bc; < £ BIR» 7 I I IN ITY ur] x. Mw; ”W, TTY 
> 8 Y b VEN : C OL IIS WP Ly of -, S32 A LS CIC = yo 2" EO 
52 483 Is = i &+ $40. : b « GEE i $0817 i ; "WHY 
WET 5 < - . : g $1 oy . $ - 22M 
v : : 
il => { 1 = 
4 4 » "(8 > 
's $S 7 ” 79 JEESRYR, + _ 
dy > : 
eIONeu on 1es C/4)s. | 
W [ bs, : ® _ ; 
#1 Fi : 
A - » 
. > 
© 8 
, "26 
© 
*% 
$. 


| fomis. Noe depoftum no fate mow, 


: JP -: Amongſt the Thyſean Annals be enroll'd, 


wards for their Virtue and Juſtice. The firſt that 


Sz reddat veterem cunt tota erugine follem, 
Prodigioſa fides, & Thuſtis digna libellis, 
Puzque coronata luſtrari debeat agna. 


Now if a Friend does not deny his Truſt, | 
But does th'old Purſereſtore with all it's ruſty 
'Tis a prodigious Faith, that ought 1n Gold! 
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. And a crown'd Lamb ſbould facrificed be 
To ſuch an exemplary Integrity, © 


I "WEIL 


And never was time or place wherein Princes 
might propoſe to themſelves more certain Re- 


ſhall make it his buſineſs to get himſelf into fa- 
vour and eſteem by thoſe ways, I am much de- 
ceiv'd if he do not, and by the beſt Title out- 
ſtrip his Concurrents. Force and Violence can 
do ſomething, but not always all: We fee Mer- 
chants, Country Juſtices, and Artizans, gocheek 
by joul with the beſt Gentry in Valour and Mt 
litary Knowledge. They perform honourable 
Aﬀions both in publick Engagements and 
private Quarrels, they fight Duels, and defend 
Towns in our preſent Wars. A Prince tifles his 
Renown in this crowd. Let him ſhine bright 
in Humanity, Truth, Loyalty, Temperance, and 
eſpecially in Juſtice 3 marks rare, unkown, and 

exild ; 'tis by no other means but by'the ſole 


. good-yill of the People that he can do his bu- 


fineſs, and no other Qualities can attra@ their 
good- 


4/0 
" 
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k Gao. 17. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Boood-will like thoſe, as being of greateſt Utili- 


\ 


, Nothing is ſo popular as goodneſs. By this pro- 
EF poftion I had been great and rare, as I find my 
ef now a Pigmee, and popular by the propor- 
tion of ſome paſt Ages 3 wherein, if other bet- 
ter Qualities did not concur, it was ordinary 
and common to ſee a Man moderate in his Re- 
yenges, gentle in reſenting Injuries, in abſence 
religious of his Word, neither double nor too, 
ſupple, nor accomodating his Faith to the will 
of others, or the turns of Times : I would ra- 
EE ther ſee all Aﬀairs go to wrack and ruine than 
veal fallifie my Faith to ſecure them. For as to this 
Ref Virtue of Difſimulation, which 1s now in ſo 
bat great requeſt, I mortally hate it ; and of all Vi- 
fa-f ces, find none that does evidence ſo much baſe- 
de-W neſs and meanneſs of Spirit. Tis a cowardly 
ut-W and fervile Humour to hide and diſguiſe a man's 
can ſelf under .a Vizor, and not to dare to ſhew 
ler-@ himſelf what he is. By that our followers are 
xk} train'd up to Treachery. Being brought up to 
1-H ſpeak what is not true, they make no Conlci- 
Jef ence ofa Lye. A generous Heart ought notto 
nd belye'its own Thoughts, but will make it ſelf 
nd ſeen within, all there is good, or at leaſt manly: 
is Ariſtotle reputes it the Office of Magnanimity, 
it openly and profeſydly to love and hate,to judge 
nd and ſpeak with all freedom 3 and not to value 
1d the approbation or diſlike of others in compa- 
le riſon of Truth : Apollonixs (aid, it was for Slaves 
1-F to lye, and for Free-men to ſpeak truth. 'Tis 
i 8 the chief and fundamental part of Verte, we 


y to them. Nil eft tam populare quam bonitas. os Neg \Y 
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508 Ceigneur de Montaignes Eſz)s. Book] 
E _ muſt loye' it for it ſelf; - He that ſpeaks truth. 
©*/<«, becauſe he is obligd ſo to do, and becauſeh 
E- ferves;z and that 1s. not afraid to lye. wheny 
 _  #Cfignifies nothing to any body, is not ſufficiy 
E _ Iy true. My Soul naturally abominates 'Lyi 1s 
E- - and hates the thought of it. I have an inwarff 
baſbfulneſs, and a ſharp remorſe, if ſometimes 
Lye eſcape me , as ſometimes it does, being fur 
4 prizzd by Occaſions that allow me no Premedj 
| ep3#9, tation. A Man muſt not always tell all, for that 
Jae were folly : but what a man fays ſhould be what 
A *% <1 ; hethinks, otherwiſe'tis knavery. I donot know! 
| what advantage men pretend' to by eternally; 
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| 4-4... Countetfeiring and diſſembling, if not, nevei ig 
3 W be believ'd when they ſpeak the truth. This 
; 4 may once or twice paſs upon men; but to pre- 
e277 , fefs eacealing their Thoughts, and to brag, as 
ſome.of our Prizces have done, that they would 
burn their Shirts if they knew their true Intentions; 
which was a ſaying of the Ancient MereJus of 
. Macedon ; =, that who knows not how to diſſem- 
ble, knows not how to Rule : is to give warning 
to all who have any thing to do with them, 
: . that all they ſay is nothing but Lying and De- 
|  Cicerodeoff, CElt,. uo quis werſutior, & callidior eſt, boc in- 
= viſtor & ſuſpeFior, detraFa opinione probitatis,. 
By how much any one is more ſubtle and cunning, 


by ſo. much is he hated and ſuſpeFed, the Opinion 


—— yy I. 8-- 


of his Integrity being loſt and gone. It were a great 
1implicity in any one to lay any ſtreſs either on 
the Countenance or word of a man, that has paſt 

ona Reſolution to be always another thing with- 
outthanhe is within,as Tzber:# did 3 and Icannot 
conceive 


UF onceive what Intereſt ſuch canhavein the Con- 
*Frcrlation with men,ſceing_they produce nothing 
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hat is current and true. Whoever is diſloyal to 
ruth, is the ſame to Falſhood alſo. Thoſe of 
zur time, who have conſidered in the eſtabliſh- 


WEnent of the duty of a Prince, the good of his Af- 
Fairs only, and have preferr'd that to the care of 
""Fhis Faith and Conſcience ; might ſay ſomething 
"*Btoa Prince whoſe Afﬀairs Fortune had put into 
*Fſuch a poſture, that he might for ever Eſtabliſh 
*Fthem by only once breaking his Word: but it will 
 Fnot go ſo, they often buy in the ſame Marker, 
"they make more than once Peace, and enter into 


BW ? . id 
Q — = 4 
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more than one Treaty in their lives. Gain tempts 
them tothe firſt breach of Faith, and almoſt al- 
ways preſents it ſelf, as in-all other ill Acts, Sa- 
crileges, Murthers, Rebellions, Treaſons, as al- 
ways undertaken for ſome kind of Advantage. 
But this firſt Gain has infinite miſchievous Con- 
ſequences 3 throws this Prizce out of all Corre- 


ſpondence and Negotiation, by this Exampleof 


Infidelity. Soliman, of the Ottoman Race, a Race 
not very ſollicitous of keeping their Words or 
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Articles, when in my Infancy he made his Army . «., 


land at Otranto,being inform'd that Mercurino de 
Gratinare,and the Inhabitants of Caſtro werede-. 


. tairydPriſoners,after havingſurrendred the Place, 


contrary to the Articles of their Capitulation, ſent 
order to have them ſet'at Liberty, ſaying, That 
having other great Enterprizes in hand 1n thoſe 
Parts, the diſloyalty, though it carried a ſhew of 
preſent Utility, would for the future bring on him 
a diſrepute and diffidence of infinite yn 
| Now, 
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| *$10  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſzys. Book « 
4 "3 Now, for my part, I had rather be troubleſonelif * 
E and indiſcreet, than a Flatterer and a DifſemblaW | 
þ. [ confeſs that there may be ſome mixture of 
A Pride and Obſtinacy in keeping my ſelf ſo will | 
4 right and open as I do without any Confidenff : 

tion of others 3 and methinks I am a little ta 

free, where I ought leaſt to be ſo, and thatl 

' grow hot by the oppoſition of Reſpe&; andit 
may be alſo, that I ſuffer my ſelf to follow thelff 

Propenſion of my own Nature for want of Art 
uſing the ſame liberty of Speech and Conntel 

nance towards great Perſons, -that I bring with 

me from my own Houſe : I am ſenſible hoy 

much it declines towards Incivility and Indiſcre 

tion : but beſides that, I am ſo bred, I have na 

a Wit ſupple enough to evade a ſudden Queſt 

on, and to eſcape by ſome Evaſion, nor to feign 

a Truth , nor Memory enough to retain it 

feigrd 3 nor truly aſſurance enough to maintain 

it, and play the brave out of Weakneſs. And 

\ thereforeitis that I abandon my ſelf to Gandoy, 

always to ſpeak as I think , both by Complex 

on and Deſign, leaving the event to Fortune. 

oo 89% | Ariſtippus was wont to ſay,that the principal be 

nefit he had extracted from Phloſophy was, that 

Memvry vel he ſpoke freely and openly to all. Memory 

| x4, rf a faculty of wonderful uſe,and without which the 
' | men, Judgment can very hardly perform its Office:K 

for my part I havenoneat all. What any one will 

propoſe to me, he muſt do it by parcels, for to 

anſwera ſpeech conſiſting of ſeveral heads,lamnot 

able. I could notreceive a Commiſſion by word of 

mouth, without a Note-bqok : and whenT havea! 

| Speech: 
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ok Chap. 17. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. xt © 
ml Speech of Conſequence to make, if it be long, ; 
a1 am reducd to the miſerable Neceſlity of 
oF getting it Word for Word what I am to fay 
by Heart 3 I ſhould otherwiſe have neither 
faſhion nor aſſurance, being in fear that my 
Memory would play me a ſlippery trick. But 
this way is no leſs difficalt to me than the 
other. I muſt have three hours to learn three | 3 V*: 
'Verſes. And beſides, in a Work of a man's own, 
the Liberty and Authority of altering the Or- 
.der, of changing a Word, inceſſantly varying 
ml the matter, makes it harder to ſtick in the Me- 
mory of the Author. The more I miſtruſt it, the 
worſe it is, it ſeryes me beſt by chance, I muſye. 
negligently ſollicit it, for if I preſs it, tis aſtop'@3'® 
niſh'd, and after it once begins to ſtagger, the» 
more I ſound it, the more it 1s perplex'd 3 it 
ſerves me at it's own hour, not at mine. And 
the ſame.defe&.1 find in my Memory, I find al- 
ſo in ſeveral other Parts. I fly command, obli- « 2pp7* 
gation, and conſtraint. That which I can other-- | 
wiſe naturally and eafily do ; if I impoſe it up. 75+" F 
on my ſelf by an expreſs and ſtrict InjunQion, I' 
cannot do it. Even the members of my Body, =) 
over_which a man has a more particular juriſdi- - 
ion, ſometimes refuſe to obey me, if I enjoin 
them a neceſlary ſervice at a certain hour. This - 
| tyrannical and compulſive Appointment baffles 
them, they ſhrink up either through fear or ſpite, 
and fall into a Trance. Being once in a Place 
where it is look'd upon as the greateſt diſcour- 
teſie imaginable not to pledge thoſe who drink 
to you, though I had there all liberty allowed 
4 me, 


ty 
dy 
\ 
A 


" 312  _Seigrew de Montaigne's Eſaxs, Book WiC 
| me, I try'd to play the good Fellow, out of wlW! 
ſpe& tothe Ladies that were there, accordingty 
the Cuſtom of the Country 3 But there was ſpat 
enough, for this Threatning and Preparation! 
that I was to force my ſelf contrary to my Cys 
ſtom and Inclination, did ſo ſtop my Throaz 
' that I could not ſwallow one drop, and was de 
. ,Priv'd of drinking ſo much as to my Meat. | 
, found my felf gorg'd, and my Thirſt quench{ 
by'ſo much Drink as my Imagination had-ſwals 
low'd. This Effe& is moſt manifeſt in fuch g 
have the moſt vehement and powerful Imagine 
tion: but it isnatural notwithſtanding, and there; 
; 1s Do one that does not in ſome meaſure find it, 
a-2gi/The offer'd an excellent Archer, condemn'd to 
_ * /dye, to fave his Life, if he would ſhew ſome no- 
| table proof of his Art 3 but he refuſed to try, 
# fearing leſt the too great Contention of his Will: 
3 (eld males him ſhoot wide, and that inſtead of 
| 6g % + ſaving his Life, he ſhould alſo loſe the Reputs: 
a he had got of being a good Marks-man. A' 


2p het Man that thinks of ſomething elſe, will not fail 
to take over and over again the ſame number 

" and meaſure of ſteps, even to an inch, in the 
| place where he walks : but if he makes it his 
* Buſineſs to meaſure and count them, he wiltfind 

_ that what he did by Nature and Accident, he. 
*cannot ſo exactly do by Deſign, My Library, 
which is of the beſt ſort of Country Libraries; 

1s ſcituated in a corner of my Houſe , if any! 

thing comes into-my Head that I have a Mind' 

to look on or to write; leſt I ſhould forget it in 

but going croſs the Court, I am fain to commit 

it 


lCap-.37  Selenenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. — 513. | 
Fo : to the Memory: of ſome other. If ] venture'in- 
leaking to digreſs never fo little from my Sub+ 
a, 1 2m infallibly loſt, which is the reaſon that. 
on MI keep my: ſelf in Diſcourſe ſtriftly cloſe; I am 
Wforc'd to call the Men that ſerve me either by 
oa the Names of their Offices, .qr their Country 5; 
. 1. Mfor Names are very hard for me to remember. I. 
| jMcan, tell indeed that there are three Syllables, 
Mthat'it has a harſh ſound, and that it begins or 
-alMends with ſuch a Letter, but thars all : and if I 
-Wlhould live_long, I do not think but I ſhould 
na forget my own Name, as ſome others havedone, 
WMeſſala Corvinus , was two years without | 
: Wany trace of Memory, which is alſo ſaid 'of Geor- 
Woizs Trapezuntivs. For my own intereſt, I of- 
MWten meditate what a kind of Life theirs was, 
ry Wand if, without this Faculty, I ſhould have e-. 
71nMoough. left to. fupport me with'any manner of 
(eaſe, and prying narrowly into it, I fear that 
Mihis Privation, if abſolute, deſtroys all the other 
Ffan&ions of the Soul. 


W-4, 


Plenus rimarum fun, hac atque illac perfluo. Ter. Eunu: 
| att. 1, [ce 2. 


I'me full of chinks, and lead out every way. 


> It has befal'n me more than once to forget 
\FWthe Word I had three hours before given or re- 
-Fceiv'd, and to forget where I had hid my Purlſe, 
yy} Whatever Cicero is pleasd to fay :; I help my ſelf 
Fto loſe whatI have a particular care to lock ſafe /-. 
up. Memoria certe non modo Philoſophiam, ſed. Cicero; 
omnis vite uſum, omneſque artes, ung maxime 
L1 cons 
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Seiguenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. BookWf 
eontinet. The Memory is the receptacle and ſhea 
of all Science; and therefore mine being ſo tra. 
cherous; if I know little, I cannot much cog- 
plain; Eknow in general the Names of the Ang 
and of what they treat, but nothing more. ] 
turn over Books, I do not ſtudy them 3 what] 
retain I do not know to be anothers, and is on 
ly ' what my Judgment has made it's advantage 
of ; the Diſcourſes and Imaginations in which 
has been inſtrufted. The Author, Place, Words 
and 'other Circumſtances, I immediately forge, 
and am fo excellent at forgetting, that I no leh 
forget my own Writings and Compoſitions tha 
the reſt. I am very often quoted to my ſelf, and 
am not aware of it 3, and whoever ſhould ep: 
quire of me where I had the Verſes and Exan- 
ples that I have here huddled together, would 
puzzle me to tell him, and yet I have not boy 
row'd them but from famons and known Au. 
thors, not ſatisfying my ſelf that they were rich; 
if I moreover had them not from rich and ho 
nourable Hands, where there is a concurrence 
of Authority as well as Reaſon. .It is no gret 
wonder if my Book run the ſame fortune that 
other Books do, and if my Memory loſe what] 
have writ as well as what I have read, and what 


| T'give; as well as what I receive. Beſide the de 


His Appre- Contribute to my ignorance 3 I havea ſlow and. 


henſion, 
* 
oa 


fect of Memory, I have others which very mud 


heavy Wit, theleaſt cloud ſtops it's progreſs, 
that, for Example, I never proposd to it at 
never ſo eafie a Riddle that it could find out 
will not 

grave 


There is not the leaſt 1dle ſubtilty, that 


beſos, Draughts, and the like, 1 underſtand no 
more but the motions of the men, without being 
capable of any thing of defign. \ I have a flow 
and perplex'd Apprehenſion , but what it once 
apprehends, it apprehends well, for the time it 


covers at a very great Diſtance, . but is ſoon 


but am forc'd to have one to read to me. The 
younger Plizy can inform ſuch 3s have not expe- 
rimented it themſelves, what, and how impor- 
tant an Impediment this 1s to thoſe who addi& 
themſelves to ſtudy. There is no ſo wretched 
and illiterate a Soul, wherein: ſome particular 
ul Faculty is not ſeen to ſhine 3 no Soul fo buried 

in ſloth and ignorance but it will fally at one 


+. 2 Man blind and aſleep to every thing elſe, ſhall 
ho. be found fſpritely, clear, and excellent in ſome 
one particular Effe&, we are to enquire of our 


Which I ſay to accuſe my own; for whether it 
be through Infirmity or Negligence, (and to 
negle& that which lies at our feet, which we 
i have in ourhands, and what neareſt concerns the 
ol uſe of Life, is far from my Dodrine) there is 
& not a Soul in the World fo aukward as mine, 
and fo ignorant of ſeveral vulgar things, and 
ſuch as a man cannot without ſhame be ignorant 
of. I muſt give ſome Examples: 1 was born and 
5 L ] 2 bred 


; weary, which makes me that Icannot read long, 


end or another. And how it comes to paſs that | 


Maſters : but the beautiful Souls are they that , , 
are Univerſal, Open, and Ready for all things, if'| ©. 
not. inftru&ed, at leaſt. capable of being los 
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by | : wa me. In Games, where Wir is requir'd, as 


retains it, My Sight 1s perfe&, entire, and dil- nis sight; 


< Ov 
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Sezgneur de Montaigne's Eſays- Book ILY 
10, the Comniry: and amongſt Husbands' 
men; I have had Bufineſs and Husbandry in my. 
own Handsever fince my Predeceflors,who were: 
Lords of the Eſtate I, now enjoy, left me ty 
ſucceed them: and yet Fcan neither caſt account, 
nor reckon my, Counters: moſt of-our current 
Money I do not know, nor the difference be 
twixt one Grain and another, either growing or 
in the. Barn, if it be not too apparent 3 and 
ſcarcely can diſtinguiſh the Cabidge and Lettuce 
in my Garden. I do not fo much as underſtand 
the' Names of th& chief Inſtruments of Husban- 
dry,. nor. the moſt ordinary Elements of Agri- 
cilture, which the very Children know 5 much 


lefs the mechanick Arts, Trafhick, Merchandize, 


y 


V i > 


| Gy < 05" 


the variety and Nature of Fruits, Wines and 
Vines : nor how to make a Hawk fly, nor to 
phyfick a Horſe, or a Dog. And, 'fince I muſt 
publiſh my whole ſhamc, 'tisnot abovea Month 
ago, that I was trapt in my ignorance of the uſe 
of leaven to inake Bread, or to what end it was 
to keep Wine in the Vat. They conjequr'd of 
old at Athens, an aptitude to the Mathematicks 
10 him they ſaw ingeniouſly bavin up a Burthen 
of Bruiſh-wood, In earneſt, they would draw a 
quite contrary Concluſion from me, for give me 
the whole Proviſion and Neceſlaries of a Kitchin, 
T ſhould ſtarve. By theſe features of my Con- 
ſeſſion Men may imagin others. to my Prejudice: 
but whatever I deliver my ſelf to be, provided 
It be ſuch as I really am, I havemy end 3 neither 
will I make any excuſe for committing to Paper 
ſuch mean and frivolous things as theſe : the 
meannels 
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'B may if they pleaſe accaſe my Projett; bubnoavmy: 


* Loſe not thy Labour then; on thoſe that do 


* (as £0 FLP: + G RET EO TEINS "$0 CORY F<) A. I re 2 ws 
4 Fs SL [OT OY Fx. AE AS 24 054 ny Ihr + adds Pad Tito wh 
% * OI Y $67 - a ACT BT ov 7 . 4 » FEM FOB + 
> 
" 


meanneſs of the Subje& compells meto1t::iFhey. | 


Progreſs. Soitis, that without anybodiesmeed= 
ing to tell me, I ſufficiently: ſeeiof how little 
_ and value all this'1s,and the Folly:ofmy * 2 
Deſign. 'Tis enough that my:Judgment Aoesinor -- .., ;--: ! 
contradict-it ſelf, of whictr theſe are the:Eflays; 72A ; 


Naſutus ſis uſque licet, ſts denique naſus, 5 - .._ Mat.13 | 
Quantum noluerit ferre rogatus Atlas ;;_ .... "—— 
Et pojjes ipſum tu deridere Latinum, *_. 
 ._ , Non potes in nugas-dicere plura meas, 
Ipſe ego quam dixi: quid dentens dente juvabit 
Reddere? carne opns eft, (i ſatur eſſe velis. 
Ne perdas operam, qui ſe mirantur, in illos 
Virus habe, nos hec novimns eſſe nihil, 


Be nosd, be all Noſe, till thy Noſe appear 
' So great, that Atlas it refuſe to bear; 
Though ev'n againſt Latirus thou inveigh, 
Againſt my Trifies thou no more can'ſt ſay x 
Than I have ſaid my ſelf: then to what end J 
' Should we to render tooth for tooth contend, > 
You muſt havefleſhif you'l befull my Friend. | 


Admire themſelves thy utmoſt venom throw, 
That theſe things nothing are full well we 
know. 


* 7 


I amnot oblig'd toutter no Abſurdities, provided |; © < Be. 
be ſuch: and to trip knowingly.is ſo ordinary with | 
me,that I ſeldom = it otherwiſe, and rarely trip | 
by chance. 'Tis no great matter to add ridiculous | 

| L13 Actions 
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'-  Seifjhtew deiMontaigneis Efays. Book i il ( 
Agions'to the temerity. of my Humour, ſince] _ 
cannotrordinarily: help ſapplying it -with thok 
that-arevicious. I was preſent one day at Bay 
ledue, when King Francis the Second, for a Me. 
 Thepicur® mortal of Rene King of Sicily, was preſented 
" king of 5;- With-a:Pifture he had drawn of himſelf. Why 
| ciydravn 15 16;/not-m hke manner lawful for every one to 
| by bumſel 1 aw bimſelf with a Pen as he did with a Cray: 
© -. ...0#2 I will not therefore omit this blemiſh, 
though yery unfit to be publiſh'd. which is Irre- 
ſolution; a very great Defect, and very. incom- 
modious in the Negotiations of the Affairs of the 
- World ; in doubtful Enterprizes, I know not 
which to choole. 
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Ne fi ne no, nel cormi ſuona intero. 


I Pep I can maintain an Opinion, .but I. cannot 
| chooſe one , by reaſon that in Humane thingy, 
to what Se&# ſoever a man inclines, many Ap- 
Parences o_ cn that gn ; in 4 

and the Philoſopher Chry/ipprs ſaid, that he 

©) would of Zero and GCleanthes his Maſters learn 
their Doctrines only : for as to Proofs and Rea- 

. ſons, he ſhould find enough of bis own: which 

way ſoever I turn, I ſtill furniſh my felf with 
Cauſes , and likelihood enough to fix me there, 
which makes me detain doubt, and the liberty 

of chooſing, till occaſion preſſes; and then, to 

þ &5 confeſs the Truth, I, for the moſt part, throw the 
3 7 | Feather into the Wind, as the ſaying is, and com- 
mit my ſelf to the mercy of Fortune'; "a very 
E ht Inclination and Gircymſtance carries me 


along with it. 
Dun 
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\ Dum in dubio eft animus, Paulo momento huc p.coue, 


atqne illuc impellitur. ddr, 
"= 


Scen, Z» 


ted My mind being in doubt, in a ſhort ſpace, 
Viy BY With nimble turns, this way and that way 
eto {ways. | # 


the Divine H3ftory it ſelf has left us of this cu- 


—— 


ſtom of reiviing to Fortune and Chance the 
determination © 


P- - dangerous Sword : obſerve in the hand of $o- \, 


ie Y many ſeveral points -it has. I am alſo good for 

nF nothing but to follow and ſuffer my ſelf to be 

1- F eaſily carried away with the. Crowd ; I have 

h | not Confidence enough iri my own Strength to - 

hY take upon me to Command and Lead. I am ve- 

 & ry glad to find the way beaten before me by v- 

Y B thers. If TI muſt run the hazard of an uncertain 

0 # Choice, I am rather willing to have it under 

eB fuch a one as is more confident in his Opinions 

+ than I am in mine, whoſe Ground and Founda- - 

' tion I find to be very {lippery and unſare, and 

yet Ido not eafily change,by reaſon thatI diſcern. * | 

the ſame weakneſs in contrary Opinions.” Ipſe acad.tis. 4. | 
L ] 4 COMs. 


_briza, The very. cuſtom. of. aſſenting ſeems to be 
dangerous and Jppery. Gipycally in politick Af. 
fairs,there 1s a large Field open for Conteſtation, 


| Tibullu,  Jufta pari premitur velati cunt pondere libra, 
64. gProna nec hac plus parte ſedet, nec ſurgit ah 
ia. 


; Lax juſf Ballance preſs'd with equal weight 
Nor c:ps,-nor riſes, but the Beam is ſtraight: 


Machizve!'s Writings, for Example; were ſolid 
crigugh tor. the! Subje&, yet were they ealie 
cnougy 16 be controverted z and they who have 
tazca up the Cudgels againſt him, have left ag 
| 7eat a Facility of  controverting:theirs. There 
was never wanting in that kind of Argument, 
replies upon replies, and as infinite a contexture 
of Debates, as our wrangling Lawyers have ex: 


tended in Favour of long Suits. X 


#9492 2 


Horace. GCedimur, & totidene plagis conſuminus hoſtem. 


Epift. 2. 
x) | = This is a War, 
| Wherein by turns we beat, and beaten are. 


ſ.:) | the Reaſons having little other foundation than 
Experience, and the variety of humane Events, 
preienting us with infinite Examples of all ſorts 
ot Forms. An underſtanding Perſon of our Times 
ſays.; , That whoever would in Contradidion 
19, our Almanacks write cold, where ey ty 
CT ot, 


F $20:  Seigheur de Montaigne igne's Eſſays. . Bo oktt. $. 
1 conſuetudo aſſentiendi periculoſa eſſe videtur, &«1y. 
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mY "Ohap. 17. - Seiguenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
I hot, and wet where they ſay dry, and alwayes 
pat the contrary to what they foretell ;; if he 


yere to lay a Wager, he would not care which 
fide he took, excepting where no incertainty 
could fall out; as to promiſe exceſſive heats at 
Chriſtmas, or extremity of cold at Midſummer, 
which-cannot poſlibly be. I have the ſame Opi- 
nion of theſe politick Controverfies ; be on 
which fide you will, you have as fair a Game 
to play as your Adverſary, provided you do 
not; proceed ſo far as to juſtle Principles that 


axe too manifeſt to be diſputed. And yet,in my | 
Conceit, in publick Affairs, there is no Govern- | 
went ſo ill, provided it be antient, and has | 


' þeen-conſtant, that 1s not better than change and | 


alteration. Our manners are infinitely corrupt- 
ed, and wonderfully incline to the worſe : of 
our Laws. and Cuſtoms. there are many that 
are barbarous and monſtrous : nevertheleſs, by 
reaſon-of the difficulty of Reformation, and the 
Danger of ſtirring things, it- I could put fome- 
thing under to ſtop the Wheel, and keep it 
where it is, I would do it with all my Hearr. 


Numquam adeo fedis adeoque pudendis 
Otimur exemplis, aut non pejora ſuperſint. | R 


Th Examples we produce, are not fo plain 
And ſmutty, but behind far worſe remain. 


The worſt thing I find in our State, istheinſtabi- 


lity of it, and that our Laws, no more than our 
Clothes 
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$22 Seignenr de'Montaigne's Eſſays. Book II, 
| ap => x Clothes cannot ſettle in any certain Form, Ir; F 
| very eafie to accuſe a Government of Imperfe. 
Cion, for all mortal things are full of it : it's 
very eafie to beget in a People a contempt of 
Ancient Obſervances, never any man = 
it but he did it ; but to eſtabliſh a better Re- 
giment in the ſtead of thata man has overthrown, 
many who have attempted that have been foun- 
. der'd in the attempt. I very little conſult my 
Prudence in my Condu& 3 I am willing to let 
it be guided by the publick Rule. Happy Peo- 
ple, who do what they are commanded better 
than they who command, without tormenting 
themſelves with the cauſes,who ſuffer themſelves - 
| | gently to roul after the Caleſtial Revolution. 
| 2p297 Obedience is never pure nor calm in him who 
[ 5 argues and diſpyres. ' In fine, to return to my 
ſelf; the only thing by which I eſteem my ſelf to 
| be ſomething, is, that wherem never any man. 
| thought himſelf to be defettivez my recommen- 
| dation is vulgar and common, for who ever 
thought he wanted Senfe ? It would be a Pro- 
poſition that would imply a Contradiction init 
ſelf; tis a Diſeaſe that never 1s where it is dif- 
cern'd, 'tis tenacious and ſtrong, but that the 
firſt ray of the Patients Sight does nevertheleſs 
pierce through and diſperſe as the Beams of the 
Sun do thick and obfcure Miſts. To accuſe one's 
ſelf would be to excule in this caſe, and to con- 
demn to abſolve. There never was Porter, or 
/ the fillieſt Girl, that did not think they had ſenſe 
PE [«) enough to do their buſineſs. We eafily enough 
; confeſs an advantage of Courage, Strength, Ex- 
Tot perience, 
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perience, Aivity and Beauty in others but an 


ral arguing of others, we think, if-we had but - 


tarn'd our Thoughts that way, -we ſhould: our 


ſelves have found out. as well as'they.  Know- 
ledge,” Stile, and fuch Parts as we fee in others . 
works,;we are ſoon-aware of, if they excell our 


own ;'but- for the ſimple Products of the Under- 
ſtanding, every one thinks he conld: have found 


out; the like, and 1s hardly fenfibleof the weight * 


and difficulty,if not, ( and then with much ado) 
in an extream and incomparable diſtance. And 


| whoever ſhould be able clearly to diſcern the 
I tight of anothers Judgment, would be alſoable 


to raiſe his own to the ſame pitch. So that it 1s 


afort of Exerciſe, from which a Man is to ex- - 


pet very little Praiſe, a kind of Compoſition of 
ſmall Repaute.* And beſides, for whom do you 
write 2 The Learned, to whom the Authority 
appertains of judging Books, know no other 
value but that of Learning, and allow of no 
other proceeding of Wit, but that of Erudition 
and Art: if you have miſtaken one of the S'cz- 
pios for another, what is all the reſt you have to 
ſay worth 2 Whoever 1s ignorant of Ariſtotle, 
according to their Rule, 1s in ſome ſort igno- 
rant of himſelf, Heavy, i]l bred, and vulgar 
Souls, cannot diſcern the Grace of a delicate 
Stile. Now theſe two ſorts of Men take up the 
World. The third ſort, into whoſe hands you 


fall, of Souls that are regular and ſtrong of 


themſelves, is ſo rare, that it juſtly has neither 


Advantage in Judgment we yield to none, and 
the Reaſons that ſimply proceed from the nata- >, v. 
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524  - Sejgneur de Montaignets Eſſays. - Book $0 
Name. nor-Place amongft'us:3- and 'tis fo muy! 
a time loſt 1o aſpire unto'it,'or to endeavour th 
v 1/;,, pleaſe it; :*'Fis commonly (ſaid, that the juſtelj 
9 Ui) Bec? ES 6 JR 
i divident Natzre.has given of her Favours,is'thit 
| of Senſe ;ifor there. 1s:ne one that is not con: 
'-) tented: with:his: ſhare: is. it not Reaſon 2? for 
whoever: ſhould: diſcern beyond that, would fee 
| beyorid his fight; I think my Opinions are good 
and. :. ſound ; but who | does not think the 
! fame, of. his: ?? one of the beſt Proofs I have that 
mie are ſo, '1sthe ſmall eſteem I have of my ſelf; | 
for :had:;theyi not been:very: well afſur'd, they 
wok1id. eafily: have ſuffer'd themſelves to have 
been: deceivd by-the peculiar Aﬀedtion I have 
th/my'ſclf;, .as' one that place it almoſt wholly 
| in.my felf,*and-:do' not let much run by. All 
 £9/3| that others diſtribute amongſt an infinite nuns 
| ber of Friends and Acquaintance, to their Glory 
| and: Grandeur, I dedicate ro the repoſe of my 
| own-mind and to my ſelf, That which eſcapes 
thence 1s not properly by my direQion. 


$ 


bs 


py 


Pleat. Mi:hi nempe valere, & vivere dom | 


To love my felfI very well can tell, 
So as to live content, and to be well. 


Now I find my. Opinions very bold and con- 
ſtant, in condemning my own Imperfection 3 
and to ſay the truth, 'tis a-Subje& upon which 
I exerciſe my Judgment, as much as upon any 
other. The World looks always oppoſite, I 
turn my fight inwards, there fix and employ it : 
| Every 
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Erery one looks before him, I look into, my | cngu]e 


af, Thave no other buſineſs but my ſelf, T am. 
te þ xroally meditating: upon my felt, controul |, . 
kar $ apd taſte my ſelf; other mens Thoughts are. | * * 
on; | ever, wand'ring abroad, if they ſet themſelves to | 
for | thanking, they are ſtill going forward, EN 4 
"* = RT, TX fr 
Mn. : Nemo in ſeſe tentat deſcendere. ow 
he Þ ©. roner (ft | 
tat 4 . No man attempts to dive into himſelf. 
If; 


& for my part, I circulate.in my ſelf : and this free 
Humour of not over eafily ſubje&ing my Belief, 
Lowe principally to my ſelf; for the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt general Imaginations I have, are thoſe, 
\|j } that as a: man. way ſay, were born. with me 3 
+ | they are natural and entirely my own. I pro- 
y | duc'd them crude and ſimple, ,with a ſtrong 
y and bold Production, but a little troubled and 

os | iwperfe& ; I have ſince eſtabliſh'd and fortified 
them with the Authority of others, and the 
ſound Examples of the Ancients; whom I have 
found of the ſame Judgment : they have given 
me faſter hold, and a more manifeſt Frujtion 
and Poſſeſſion of that I had before embracd 3 
the: Reputation that every one pretends to, of 
vivacity and promptneſs of Wit, I ſpeak in 
Regularity 3 the Glory. they pretend to from 
a brave and honourable Afton, or ſome par- 
ticular Excellency , I claim from order, cor- 
reſpondence , and tranquillity of Opinions 
and Manners. Omnino ſi quidquant eft deco- cicer gs 
rm, uihil eſt profedo magis quam equabilitas *ffclib1. * 
"7 univerſe 
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thing certainly'\can be more, than an equability in 
the whole Tifs, and in every particular Adion q 
it: which thou can'ſt not poſſzbly\ obſerve and keep, 
if imitating other mens Natures, thou layeſt aſide 


( 2hy own. Here then you ſee to what degree | 


find my ſelf guilty of this firſt part, that I ſaid 
was in the Vice of Preſumption. As to the 
cond, which confiſts in not having a ſufficient 
eſteem for others; I know not whether or no 
I can ſo well excuſe my ſelf ; but whatever come 
on't, I am reſolv'd to ſpeak the Truth. And 


L.-, whether peradventure it be, that the continual 


frequentation I have had with the Humors of 
| the Anrients, and the 1des of thoſe great Souls 


| others and my ſelf 3 or that, in truth, the Ape 
\we live in does produce but very indifferent 
[ things; yet ſo it 15, that I ſeenothing worthy 
; of any great admiration. Neither indeed have 
I ſo great an intimacy with many Men, as is re- 
quiſite to make a right Judgment of them : and 
thoſe with whom my Condition makes me the 
moſt frequent, are; for the moſt part; Men that 


have little care of the culture of the Soul 3 but. 


that look upon Honour as the fum of all blef- 
fings, and Valour as the height of all PerfeQion, 
What I ſee that 1s handſome'in others, I very 
readily commend, and highly eſteem; nay, I of- 
ten ſay more in their & 

think they really deſerve, and give my ſelf fofa 
caVe 


 - Seignejer de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book it, £C 
., univerſe Vite, tum ſingularum attionum: que | 
conſeruare tor poſſus, ſt aliorum naturan imitans, 

.,, omcittas tnane. If any thing be entirely decent, my. 


of paſt Ages, put me out of taſte both with | 
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p leave to lye 3 for I cannot invent a falſe Subjett. ; 
| My Teſtimony is never wanting to my Friends £q ef. 
+. | in what I conceive deſerves Praiſe: and where a - | 
7, | foot 1s.due, I am willing to give them a foot ..,, 

of and a balf; but to attribute ro them Qualities + 

j, | that they have nor, I cannot do it, nor openly _ 
4, | defend their ImperfeQtions. Nay, T frankly and 3'<+ | 
1 | ingenioully give my very Enennes their due Te- 
4 | ſtimony of Honour. My AﬀeQion alters, my 

. | Judgment does not; and I never confound my 

it Animoſity with other Circumſtances that are 


foreign to it : and am ſo jealous of the liberty 

of my Judgment, that I can very hardly part 

with it for any Paſſion whatever. I do my ſelf + 

a greater injury in lying,than I do him of whom 

[tell a Lye. This commendable and generous x ®) | 
Cuſtom is obſerv'd of the Perſia Nation, that Enemierho: } 
they ſpoke of their mortal Enemies, and with Fee | 
Whom they were at deadly Wars, as honoura- therVirtze. | 
bly and juſtly as their Virtues did deſerve. © _ | 
know Men enough, that have ſeveral fine Parts; 4g, gx) | 


one Wit, another Courage,another Addreſs,ano- 
ther Conſcience, another Language, one,one Sci- f 
| | cnce,another,another 3 but a generally great Man, | 
and that has all theſe brave Parts together, or 

any one of them to ſuch a degree of Excellence 

that we ſhould admire him, or compare him with 

thoſe we honour of times paſt, my Fortune ne- 

yer brought me acquainted with 3 and the great- - 

eſt I ever knew, I mean for the natural parts of 

the Soul, was Stephen Boetins ; his was a full Praiſe of 
Soul indeed, and that had every way a beauti- 3PM 
ful aſpe& : a Soul of the old ſtamp, and _ 
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; bad' produc'd great Effe&ts, had Fortune beeg 
| £+ 7., » ſo. pleasd : having added much to thoſe great 
3 natural Parts by learning and ſtudy. But how. 
y |, it comes to paſs I know not, and yet it is. cer- 
F 1468, tainly fo, there is as much vanity and weakneſg 
. of Judgment _ in thoſe who. profeſs the greateſt, 
, Abilities, who take upon them learned Callings, 
and bookiſh Employments, as1n any other ſort of 
f:\ Men whatever : either becauſe more is requir'd 
- -and expected from them, and that common de- 
feds are inexcuſable in them 3 or becauſe the 
Opinion they have of their own Learning makes 
them more bold to expole and lay themſelves 
to0 open, by which they loſe and betray them. Þ ir 
x) ſelves. As an Artificer more betrays his want of Þ tl 
” - Skill in a rich Matter he has in hand, if he diſ- I 
grace the Work by ill handling, and contrary | q 
to the Rules requird, than in a Matter of leſs I} V 
x) value; and Men are more diſpleasd at a Diſpro- Þ| tl 
— portion in a Statye of Gold, than inone of Ala- | h: 
baſter ; ſo do theſe, when they exhibit things || G 
that in themſelves and in their place would be | A 
| T5) good : for they make uſe of them without dif- I] tt 
- cretion, honouring their Memories at the expence, Þ| 8 
of their Underſtandings, and making themſelves || 
ridiculous to honour Cicero, Galen, Ulpian and I} { 
« St. Hierom, I willingly fall again into the Diſ- J at 
courſe of the Vanity of our Education; the end Þ| fc 
of which is not to refider us good and wiſe, 
but learned; and ſhe has obtain'd it. She has 
not taught us to follow and embrace Virtue and. 
Prudence, but ſhe has imprinted in us their De- 
rivation and Etymologie. We know how oy. de- 
ine 
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the. Extra&tion, Kindred and Alliances of our 
Neighbours, we will moreover have them our 
Friends, and will eſtabliſh a Correſpondency 
and Intelligence with them : but this Education 
of ours has taught us Definitions, Diviſions, and 
Partitions of Vertue, as ſo many Surnames and 
Branches of a Genealogie, without any further 


care of eſtabliſhing any Familiarity or Intimacy 


betwixt her and us. She has cull'd out for our * 


iaittary Inſtruction, not ſuch Books as contain 
the ſoundeſt and trueſt Opinions, but thoſe that 
ſpeak the beſt Greek, and Latin 3 and by theſe 
queint Words has inſtilld into our Fancy the 


vaineſt Humours of Antiquity, A good Educa- & coo &f: 


tion alters the Judgment and Manners:; as it 
hapned to Polemon,a young lewd and debauch'd 
Greek, who going by chance to hear- one of 
Kenocrates his Lefures, did: not only obſerve 
the Eloquence and Learning of the Reader,and 
not only brought away the knowledge of ſome 
fine matter 5 but a more manifeſt and a more 
ſolid Profit, . which was the ſudden Change 
and Reformation of his. former Life. Who ever 


Þ found ſuch an Effect of our Diſcipline 2 


) 


- facidſne quod oline 
Mutatus Polemon, ponas inſignia morbi 
Faſciolas, cubital, focalia, potus ut ille 
Dzcitur ex collo furtime carpſiſſe coronas, 


 Poſtquart eft impranſt correptus voce Magiſtri. © 
fi M m P 
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$28, 
line Vittue, we know not how to love it. If | 
'F we do not know what Prudence is really, and 

in effect, and by Experience, we have it how- 
ever by heart. We are not content to know y 
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Pray tell me, can you do like Polemor ? 
Who, being drunk, ran with a Garland on 
Into the School of grave Xerocrates, [theſe 
With Ribons, Cuſhions, Handkerchiefs ; all 


He-privately took off, and threw away, [fay, 


When he heard' what that temp'rate Man did 


and the late Mareſchal 5trozzy. And' for Gun: 
men of great Ability, and no common Virtue, 
Okvier, and de F Hoſpital,Chancellours of France, 
Poefie too in my Opinion has flouriſh'd+in this 


Age of: ours. We have. abundance-of very good | 


Artificers 1n the Trade, Aurat, Beze, Buchanan, 
F Hoſpital, Mantdore, and Turnebus., As.to the 
French Poets, I believe. they have.ratsd 1t.to the 
higheſt. pitch. to which it can ever, arrive-3 and 
£3 | | il 
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in_ thoſe Parts of it wherein Ro»fard and 4 


 Bellay excell, I find them little inferiour to the 


Ancient Perfe&tion. Adrian Tyurnebus knew more, 
and what he did know, better than any Man of 


- bis Timgy of long before him. The Lives of the 


e of Alva,. and of our Conſtable de 
Porerncy, were both of them Great and' No- 
nd that had many rare reſemblances of 
ne: but the beauty and glory of the 
h of the laſt, in the fight of Paris and of 
King, againſt bis neareſt Relations, in their 
ice, at rhe head of an Army, through his 
ndu&t victorious, and by a blow of hand in 


ſo extream an old Age, merits methinks to be 


recorded amongſt the moſt remarkable Events 
of our Times. :As alſo the conſtant Vertue, 
ſweetneſs of Manners, and' Conſcientious Facili- 
ty of Morſieur de 1a Nowe, in ſo great an'Inju- 


ſtice of armed Parties (the true School of Trea-: - 


ſon; Inhumanity, and Robbery,) wherein he al- 
ways kept up the reputation of a good Man,and 
a great and experienc'd Captain. I have taken a 
delight to publiſh in ſeveral Places the hopes I 
have of Mary de Gournay le Jars, my Daughter 


_ of Alliance ; and certainly belov'd by me with 


more than a Paternal Love, and mewd up in my 
Solitude and Retirement as one of the beſt parts 


of my own Being. I have no regard to any 


thing in this World but her'z and'if a mani may 
preſage from her Youth, her. Soul will one day 
be capable of very gteat things; and amongſt o- 
thers, of the Perfe&ion of that Sacred Friend- 
ſhip, to which we do not read: that any: of ber 

M m 2 Sex 


LEP! 


on ſhe has of my End, being now five and fif- 
ty years old, might not ſo much afflict her. The 
Judgment ſhe made of my firſt Efzys, being a 
Woman ſo young, and 1n this Age, and alone in 
her own Country, and the famous vehemency 
wherewith ſhe lov'd, and defird me upon the 


ſole Eſteem ſhe had of me, before ſhe ever ſaw 


my Face, is an Accident very worthy of Conſi- 
deration. Other Vertues have had little or no 
credit in this Age 3 but Valour is become po- 
pular by our Czvil Wars : and in this, we have 
Souls brave, even to Perfection, and in fo great 
number, that the Choice is impoſitble to be 


made, This is all of extraordinary, and not com- I 
mon, that has hitherto arrived at my know- 


ledge. 


CHAP. XVII 


Of giving the Lye. 


WE but ſome one will fay to me, this 


delign of making a man's ſelf the fub- 
ject of his writing, were indeed excufable in rare 
and famons Men, who by their Reputation had 
giyen others a curioſity to be fully inform'd of 
rhem. It 1s molt true, I confeſs it, and know ve- 


Ty 


| Seignent de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book I 
Sex could ever yet arrive; the fincerity and ſos! 
lidity of her Manners are already ſufficient for | 
it, and her Aﬀection towards me more than ſu-. 
perabundant, and ſuch as that there 1s nothing 
more to: be wiſh'd, if not that the Apprehenfi-' 
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f ry well, that a Tradeſman will ſcarce lift his | 
Eyes from his work to look 'at an ordinary | 
i-. | man, when they will forſake their Buſineſs and 
g. | their Shops to ſtare at an eminent Perſon when 

j-| | he comes to Town : it misbecomes any other 

f.' £. to give his own Character, but ſuch a one who 

e | has Qualities worthy of imitation, and whoſe 

a | Life ard Opinions may ſerve for Example. Cez- 

n | far and Aenophor had whereon to found their 

7. | Narrations in the greatneſs of their own Per- 
: 

7 

) 


formances, as a juſt and ſolid Foundation. And 
it were alſo to be wiſh'd, that we had the Jour- 
nal Papers of Alexander the Great, the Con- 
mentaries that Auguſtus, Cato, Sy{/a, Brutus, and 
others have left of their Actions. Men love and 
contemplate the very Statues of ſuch Men both 
. | in Copper and Marble. This Remonſtrance there- 
\ | fore is very true; but it very little concerns me. 


Noz recito cuiquam, niſt amicis, idque rogetus 5 py. 1), 1. 
Now ubivis, coramve quibuſlibet : In medio qui ſit 4+ 
Scripta foro recitant ſunt multi, quique laventes, 


. I ſeldom do Reherſe, and when I do 
"Tis to my Friends, and with Reluctance too, wir. 4ter- 
. Not before every one, and every where; #14 
We have too many that Reherſers are, ws: 
In publick Bath, and open Markets too. 


I do not here form a Statue to ere& in the moſt 
eminent Place of a City, in a Church, or any 


publick Place; 
Ko F M m 3 Non 


þ 4. 5 Pagina turgeſcat : 
: ' Secreti loquimmr. 


' I ſtudy not to make my Pages {well - 
With mighty trifles, ſecret things I tell. 


*tis for ſome corner of a Library, or to enter- 

tain a Neighbour, a Kinſman, or a Friend, that 

has a mind to renew his Acquaintance and Fa- 

_ miltarity with this Image I have made of my elf. 
$3<7 | Others have been encourag'd to ſpeak of them- 
{cves, becauſe they found the Subject worthy 


| xeaſon the Subic& isfo poor and ſteril,that T can- 
not be ſuſpetted of Oftentation. I judge freely 
of the Actions of others, I give little of my own 
find ſo much good in my felf as to tell it with- 
out bluſhing. What contentment would it be 
rome ro hear any one thus relate tome the Man- 
ners; Faces, Countenances, the ordinary Words 
F and Fortunes of my Anceſtors? how attentively 

k  thould T lifter: to it ! In earneſt, it would be ill 
Nature to deſpiſe ſo much as the Pictures of our 
Friends and Predeceffors, the faſhion of their 
Cloths and Arms. I preferve my Father's Wri- 
ting, his Seal, and one peculiar Sword of his, and 
have not thrown long Staves he us'd to carry in 
his hand out of my Cloſet. Paterna veſtis, & 
annulus, tanto charior eſt poſteris, quanto erga pa- 
rentes major affedin. 4 Father's Garment and 
Ring, 


* D. Auguft, 
de Civitl.1. 
Cap. Is 
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| Perſes, Nog equidem hoc ſtudio bullatis ut mibi nugic 
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and rich; I, on thecontrary, am the bolder, by 


to judge of, becauſe they are nothing : I do not - 
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Ring, is by ſo mmch wearer to his Poſterity, as 
they had the greater affeftion towards them. If my 
'Poſterity nevertheleſs ſhall be 'of another mind, 
[ ſhall be reveng'd on them 3 for they. cannot 
care leſs for me, than I ſhall then do for them, 
All the Traffick that I have in this with the 
Publick, is, that I borrow thoſe Utenfils of 
their Writing, which are more eafie and moſt at 
hand, and in Recoempence, ſhall peradventure 
keep a pound of Butter in the Market from mel- 
ting in the Sun. | 


Ne toga cordyllis, ne penula deſit olivis 
' Etlaxas ſeombris ſepe dabo tunicas, 


© PII farniſh Plaice and Olives with a Coat, 


— > —————— 


And cover Mackarel when the Sun ſhines hot. | 


And tnough no body ſhould read me, have I 
loſt my time in entertaining my. ſelf ſo many 
idle hours, in ſo pleaſing and uſeful Thoughts? 
In moulding this Figure upon' my felt, I have 
been fo oft conſtrain'd to temper and compoſe 
my ſelf in a right poſture, that the Copy is 
truly taken, and has in ſome ſort form it ſelf. 
But painting for others, I repreſent my felf in a 
better colouring than my own natural Comple- 


xi0n. I have no more_made_my Book than my | 1@<c4q+. 


Book has made me. *Tis a Book conſubftantial | 
with the Author, of a peculiar Deſign: a Mem- 
ber of my Life, and whoſe Buſineſs is not de- 
ſign'd for others, as that of all other Books 1s. 


- In giving my falf fo continual, and fo exaft an 
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_ "Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. - Book {if } Ov 
account of my ſelf, have I loſt my time ? Fox Þ in 
they who ſometimes curſorily ſurvey themſclvey 
only, do not fo ſtritly examine themſelves, nop 
penetrate ſo deep, as he who makes 1t his Buſi- 
neſs, 'his Study, and his whole Employment,who þ m2 
intends a laſting Record, with all his Fidelity, I} al 
and with all his Force. The moſt delicious Plex- |} fo! 
ſures do ſo digeſt themſelves within, that they Þ ini 
avoid leaving any trace of themſelves, and avoid || tht 
the ſight not\only of the People, -but of any | v' 


' particular Man. - How oft has this Meditation || bu 


diverted me from troubleſome Thoughts 2 and || bs 
all that are frivolous ſhould be reputed ſo. Na- || th 


e foy * ture has preſented us with a large faculty of || 


entertaining our ſelves alone : and oft calls us || v 

to It, to teach us, that we owe our ſelves in part | 

to Society, but chiefly and moſtly to our ſelves, || *! 
That I may habituate my Fancy, even to me- | \ 

ditate in ſome Method, and to ſome end, and || { 

to keep it from lofing it ſelf, and roving at ran- , 

dom; *tis but to give it a Body, and to Book || f 

all the little Thoughts that preſent themſelves to || 
{ 


jt. I give ear to my Whimſtes, becauſe I am to 
record them. Tt oft falls out, that being dif- 
pleagd at ſome Actions that Civility and Reaſon 
will not permit me openly to reprove; do I here 
diſgorge my ſelf without deſign of publick In- 
ſtruction : And alſo theſe Poetical Laſhes | 


Zon ſus I eil, 20n ſur le groin, 
Zon ſur le dos du ſagoin, 


A Jerk over the Eye, over the Snowt, 
Let Sagoin be jerk'd throughout, 


imprint 


"Chap. 13. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
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imprint themſelves better upon Paper, thanup- 
Ws moſt ſenſible Fleſh. Wharf I liſten to 


Books a little more attentively than ordinary, 


fince I watch if I can purloin any thing that | 


may adorn or ſuppprt my own ? I have not at 
all ſtudied to make a Book ; but I have in ſome 
fort ſtudied becauſe I had made it, if it be ſtndys 
ing to ſcratch and pinch now one Author, and 
then another, either by the head or foot 3. not 
with any deſign to ſteal Opinions from them; 
but to aſſt, ſecond, and fortifie thoſe I already 
have embrac'd. But who ſhall we believe in 
the report he makes of himſelf in fo corrupt an 


| Age? conſidering there are ſo few, if any at all, 


whom we can believe, when ſpeaking of others, 
where there is leſs intereſt to lye. . The firſt 
thing that is done 1n order to the corruption of 
Manners, is banithing of Truth 5 for, as Pinday 
ſays, to be ſincerely true,isthe beginning ofagreat 
Virtue, and the firſt Articlerhat Plato requires in 
the Governour of his Repxblick. The truth of 
theſe dayes is not that which really is, bur 
what every man perſuades himſelf, or that he is 
made to believe; as we generally give the name 
of Money,not only to pieces of the: juſt alloy, but 
even to the falſe alſo, if they are current, and 
will paſs. Our Nation has long been reproachd 
with this Vice 3 for Salvianus Maſſilienſis, who 
livd in the time of the Emperour Valentiniar, 


fayes, that lying and forſwearing themſelves is 
not a Vice in the French, but a way of ſpeak- 
ing. He that would enhaunce upon this Teſti- 


mony, might ſay, that it is now a Virtue in 


them» 


F=4 cu3 
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of the Con | 
| Gu 7 | repreſent the Horror, Baſenels, and 
[ of it; for whatican a man i 
and contemptible than to be a:'Goward towards 
Men, and Valiant againſt- has Maker 2. Out In- 
2 | teHigence, bewg by ne other way to be con- 
veyd to-one another bur by (peaking, who fal- 
ſifies that; betrays- ſick Socieey. "Tis the om 
ly way by which we communicate our —__ 
L,, and 


| them, Men'form and faſhion themſelves to it, }; 
to an Exeerciſe of Honour 3 for Difhmulatio $i 


that we 16 religiouſly obſewe pring, of 


being more highly offended with the reproath 
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44 { ur 'tis the Interpreter of 'the Soul, and 
ion Fifebat deceive us, we no longer know, nor 

; have no farther tye upon one another. If that 
deceive us, it breaks all our Correſpondence, 
and diſſolves all the tyes of Government. Cer- 
tain. Nations of . the new diſcover'd {dies (no 
matter for naming them, being they are no 
more 3 for by a wanderfal and unheard of Ex- 
ample, the Deſolation of that Conqueſt has ex- 
tended. to the nrter abolition of Names, and the 
ancifat knowledge of Places) offerd to their 
Geds Humane Blood, but only ſuch as was 
drawn fromthe Tongue and Ears, to expiate for 
the Sin of Lying, as well heard as pronouncd, 
The good Fellow of Greece was wont to ſay, 
; | that Children were amus'd with Toyes, and Men 
'P with Worc ds. As to the diverſe uſage of our gi- 
&F vivg the Lye, and the Laws of Honour in that 
Caſe, and the alterations they have receivd, I 
f ſhall refer ſaying what I know of thera to ano- 
3 I ther time, and ſhall learn, if I can, in the mean 
1 | time, at what time the Cuſtom took beginning 
1 
) 
7 
| 


of fo exattly weighting and meaſuring Words, 
and of making our Honours ſointereſted inthemz 


for ir is eaſie to judge, that it was not ancient» x< {4% 


amongſt the Greeks and Romars 3 and I have 


ſen thought it ſtrange to ſee them rail at, and 
give ane another the Lye without any farther 
Quarxel. Their Laws of Duty ſteer'd ſome other 
courſe than ours. Ceſar 18 ſometimes calld 
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Thief, and ſometimes Drunkard to his Teeth. 
We tee the liberty of InveCtives they practisd 


Ay ” Eames ae Monnnct & Bfipe. 


upon one another 3 I mean the greatelt C —_— 
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| Seigneur de'Montaigne's Eſſeys. Book Wi(h: 
of War of both Nations, where words are onlyflto 
reveng'd with words, and never proceed toys 
any farther Quarrel. 2 © 1 


$40 
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CHAP. XIX. 


Of Liberty of Conſcience. 


FRY | Is uſual to ſee good Intentions, if carried 
on without Moderation, puſh men on to 
very vicious Efte&s. In this Diſpute, which ha 
at this time engagd France in a Civil War, the Ad 
better and the ſoundeſt Cauſe no doubt 1s that PE 
which maintains the ancient Religion and Go YN 
ernment of the Kingdom. Nevertheleſs,amongſt {v1 
the good men of that Party, (for I do not ſpeak YC 
of thoſe that only make a pretence,cither to ex- I li 
ecute their own particular Revenges, or to gra- Ul 
tifie their Avarice, or to purſue the Favour of } 
Princes 3 but of thoſe who engage in the quar- | v 
rel out of true Zeal to Religion, and a vertuous | W 
Afﬀe&ion to maintain the Peace and Govern 
ment of their Country ) of theſe I ſay, we ſee 
many whom Paſlion tranſports beyond the | 
bounds of Reaſon, and ſometimes inſpires them 
Flat. with Counſels that are unjuſt and violent , and 
moreover inconſiderate and raſh. It 1s true,that 
in thoſe firft times when our Rel:gioz began to | 
gain Authority with the Laws, Zeal armed ma- 
ny againſt all ſorts of Pagan Rooks, by which 
the learned ſuffer'd an exceeding great loſs. 
A diſorder that I conceive did more prejudice 
; | to 
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chap. 19. Seignenr' de Montaighe's Eſſays $4%k 3 
ily Sto Letters, than all the Flames of the Barbari-- 
0B. ' Of this Cornelius Tacitus is a very good 
'FTeſtimony 3 for though the Emperour Tacztxs, 
Fhis Kinſman, had by expreſs Order furniſh'd all 
the Libraries in the World with it, nevertheleſs 
Hons entire Copy could not eſcape the curious 
-Hexamination of thoſe who defird to aboliſh it, 
For only five or fix 1dle Clauſes that were con- 
trary to our belief. They had alſo the trick ea- x 84, ©-- 
ily LI Jl undue E ralles to a the Emperours © + 
Iyho did any thing for us, and univerſally to 
condemn all the A&ions of thoſe who were our 

Adverſaries, as is evidently _mapnifeſt in the Em- | 
at  perour Jetta, Iarnamed the Apoſtate 3 who was ,,. 0... W 
2s $10 truth a very great and a rare Man, a Man in rater of ©. 
ſt | whoſe Soul Phzloſophy was imprinted in the beſt Þ<Empe- | 
tk | CharaQters, by which he profeſsd to govern all ae 7. 
x- Y his Actions; and in truth there 1s no ſort of Vir- Fat ys": 
1 
f 


- Ftue of which he has not left behind him very 

f JF notable examples. In Chaſtity, ( of which the yis chati« 
« | whole courſe of his Life has given manifeſt Proof). 

s | we read the ſame of him, that was faid of Alex- 


- _ being in the Flower of 
| bis age, for he was ſlain by the Parthians at one 
| 


: F and thirty, of a great many very beautiful Cap- 
| { tives, he would not fo much as look upon one. a 
& to his Juſtice, he took himſelf the Pains to A 5; 
' Þ fear the Parties, and although he would out of — 
{ Curioſity enquire what Religioz they were of, 
neyertheleſs the hatred he had to ours, never 
gave any counterpoiſe to the Balance. He made =) _ 
himſelf ſeveral good Laws, and cut off a great 
part of the Subſidies and Taxes impos'd and le- 


vied 
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' FiJuſtice.)And' to return to'his: Juſtice, there is'nothing it 


0M 
_ 4; "3 7 
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. vied by his Predecefiors. We have two: goof and 


_ Hiſtorians who'were eye Witneſſes of his A&&ll Vi 
ons: one of which, Marycellinus, in ſeveral Pla tht 
of his Hiſtory, ſharply reproves'an! Edie? of tigh} dec 
whereby he interdiced all Chriftian Rheroriciayſ] vil 
and Grammarians to: keep School; or to teach] Fet 

_ and ſays he conld wiſh that A& of his had beef} Qu 
buried in Silence. It is very hkely, that hadhefÞ Le 
done any more ſevere things againſt us, he, be 
affe&ionate' as he: was to our party, would'nat] bit 
havepaſsdit overin Glence. He was indeed ſhatyY W* 
againſt us 3 but yet no crue) Enemy : for ou of 
own People tell this Story of him, that one day; Þþ th 


walking' about the City cf Chalcedon,. Mari Bi 
Biſhop- of the Place; was ſo'bold' as to tell hin 
thathe'was impions, and an Enemy to Chriſt;ar} ba 
which, ſay they, therein affefting'a philofophi-J £0 
cal: Patience, - he was no further mov'd; than to} Tt 
reply, Go Wretch, and lament the loſs of thy Eyes, 
to which the Biſbop reply'd again, I thurk Jeſw 
Chriſt for taking away my' ſight, that I may not ſet 
thy impudent Face. $0 it is, that this Aion of 
his ſavours nothing” of the Cruelty that he's 
{ajd*to- have exercis'd towards'us. He was ( ſay: 
Entropizs, my other: Witneſs) ar Emery to Chri: 
anity; bat” without' putting his Hand to Blool 


7/that whereof he can be accugd, the ſeverity ex 
cepted he praftisd-1n the'beginningofhs Reign, 
agatt thoſe who had foltow'd the Party of Com 
ſtantius hisPredecefior. Asto hisSobriety;he liv'd 
alwaysa Souldier's kind of Life; and kept a Table 
in-the'tnoft-profoundDezee; like onethar pony 
BEE an 
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a Gap 19. - Seigrenr do Montaigne's: Bfays, = 944 | 
ah and inur'd wor wA to the auſterities of War. His Was 1 
&$ Vigilancy was ſuch, thathedivided the Nightinto =" 
;& three or four parts,of which, always the leaſt was > 
I dedicated -to fleep, the reſt was ſpent either in 
viſiting- the eſtate of his Army and Guards, in 
Perſon, or in Study 3 for, amongſt other rare 
Qualities, he was very excellent in all forts of I 
Learning. *Tis ſaid of Alexander the Great, that 2-2 £93) 
being in Bed, for fear Jeſt ſleep ſhould divert ; 
him Nom his Thoughts and Srudies, he' had al- 
ways a Baſon ſet by his Bed-fide, and held one 
of his hands out with a Ball of Copper in- it, to 
the end, that beginning to fall aſleep, and his! 
Fingers leaving their hold, the Ball:by- falling 
into the Baſon might awakerhim. But the other 
bad his mind ſo bent upon whar he had' a mind! 
to do, and fo little: diſturb'd with Fumes; by 
reaſon of his ſingular Abſtinence, that he had no- | 
need of any fuch Invention. As to his Military His Milite- 
Experience, he was excellent 1n all the Qualities LEP 
of a great Captain, as 1t was likely-he ſhould, TT 
being almoſt all his Life in a' continual exerciſe 
of War, and moſt of that time with us in-Frazxce, 
againſt the Germans and Francs: We hardly 
read of any Man that ever ſaw more Dangers, 
. or that made more frequent Proofs of his-per- 
| fonal Valour. His Death has ſomething in it pa- * 
ÞF rallel with that of Epaminondas , for he was 
wounded with an Arrow, and tryd' to: pal it 
out, and had done it, but that-being edg'd, it 
cyt and diſabled. his Hand: He inceſlantly-call'd 
out, that they would carry him again in this 
. condition into the-heat of the Batrel-to-encou+ 
rage 


———— _—___— 7 


| There- 
' | makable 


" 544 Ceiznent de Montaignes Efeys. Book 6 
x rage his Souldiers, who very bravely diſpute. 

the Battel 'without bim, till.Night parted the; 
Armies. We ſtood obligd to his Ph3loſophy fox. 
the ſingular contempt he had for his Life, and 
all Humane things. He had a firm Belicf of the. 


immortality of the Soul. In matter of Rel3gion, 
he was vicious throughout, and was ſurnam'd the 
Apoſtate, for having relinquiſtvd ours : though 
methinks, *tis more likely that he had never 
throughly embrac'd it, but had diſſembled out 
of obedience to the Laws, till he came to the 


Empire. He was in his own ſo ſuperſtitious, that 


that he was laught at for it by thoſe of the ſame 


Opinion of his own time, who jeeringly ſaid, I 
that had he got the Victory over the Parthians, 


he had deſtroyd the breed of Oxen in the 
World to ſupply his Sacrifices.: He was more- 
over beſotted with the Art of Divination, and 

ave Authority to all ſorts of Predictions. He 
aid, amongſt other things, at his Death, that he 
was oblig'd to the Gods, and thank'd them, in 
that they would not cut him off by Surprize, 


"having long before advertisd him of the Place. 


and Hour of his Death, nor by a mean and 
unmanly Death, more becomming lazy and de- 


licate People, nor by a Death that was langui-. 
ſhing, long, and painful 3 and that they had: 
thought him worthy to Dye after that noble 


manner, in the progreſs of his Victories, in the 
flower of his Age, and in the height of hisGlo- 
ry. He had a Viſionlike that of Marcas Brutar, 


| Death of that firſt threatned him in Gaz], and afterward 


appeard to him in Perſia juſt before his Death. 


Theſe 
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Lf Theſe Words, that ſome make him ſay when he 
{k himſelf wounded, Thou haſt overcome Na. 
' 
| 


3. 


zarex 5 Or as Others, Content thy ſelf Nazarer 5 
would bardly have been omitted, had they been 
© believd by my Witneſſes, who being preſent in 
| & the Army, have ſet down to the leaſt motions 
| F and words of his end, no more than certain 
F other Miracles that are recorded of him. And 


to return to my SubjeR, he long nouriſh'd, ſays x ©c BT: | 


Marcellinus, Paganiſm in his Heart 3 but all his 
Army being Chriſtians, he durſt not own it. 
But in the end, ſeeing himſelf ſtrong enough ro 
dare to diſcover himſelf, he causd the Temples 
of the Gods to be thrown open, and did his ut- 
moſt to ſet on foot and to encourage Idolatry : 
Which the better to effe&, having at Conſtanti- 
zople found the People difunited, and alſo the 

8 Prelates of the Church divided among(t them- 
ſelves, havinz conveird them all before him, he 
gravely and earneſtly admoniſh'd them to calm 
thoſe civil Diſſentions, and that every one might 
freely, and without fear iollow his own Relzgz- 
on, Which he did the more ſedulouſly follicit, 
in hope that this Licence would augment the 
Schiſess and FaGion of their Diviſion, and hin- 
der the People from reuniting, and conſequent- 
ly fortifying th=mſclves againſt him _ by their 


unanimous Intelligence and Concord 3 having, " UE [5 1 


experimented by the cruelty of ſome Chriſtians 
that there 5 = Be in the World ſo much to 
be Teard by Man, as Man. Theſe are very near 


eee" rerun ate 
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bis Wortls, wherein this is very worthy of con- 
ideration, that the Emperor Julian made _ 
_ = N 4 
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fay, that to give the People the Reins to enter- || - 

tain every Man his Option Þ to mollifie # O 
and appeaſe them! by Facility 'and Toleration, Þ in 
| and- dull the point which 1s whetted. and made th 
MM ſharper by variety, novelty, and difficulty. And Þ th 
1 7a I think it 1s better for the Honour of the Devo: fu 
: tion of our Kings, that not having been able} F: 
to do what they would, they have made a fhew | 


, of being willing to do what they could. m 

i RA. 
CHAP. XX. | tl 

That we Haſte adds pure. , 

70 75 | FPHE imbecillty of our Condition s ſuch, }, 


\& that thin s$ cannot 1n their natural ſim + 
plicity. and purity fall into our. Uſe ;, the Ele-Þ f 
ments that we enjoy are chang'd, even Metals | *t 
themſelves, and Gold mult. in ſome ſort be de- I 1 
bas'd to fit it for our Service. Neither has Vir. 8 + 
txe, ſo ſimple as that which Arifto,, Pyrro, and al- 1 
ſo the Sroicks have made the principal end of | 
Lifez nor the Cereraick and Ariſtippick: _—_— 1 
| 5 


I Chap: (to. 'Seigrom de Moritaigne's Efiys, $47" © 
| heen-without mixture ufeful'to/it. Of the Plea- 
fire and Goods that we'enjoy,” there is not one 
exempt from ſome mixture of ill and inconve- 
nience. FEY Tee 


oe 3 ht medio de fonto leporumn, Lucret. 1. gl 
_ Surgih amarialiquid, quod in ipſis floribus angat. 


* Something that's bitter will ariſe z) 
© Even amidſt our jollitics. | 
Our extreameſt Pleaſure has ſome Air of groan- 
ing and complaining in't. Would you not fay 
that it is dying of Pain 2 Nay, when we forge 
the Image of it, we ſtuff it with fickly and pain- 
fal Epuhets 3 Languor,. Softneſs, Feeblenelſs , 
Faintneſs, Morbidezza, a great Teſtimony of 
their Confanguinity and Conſubſtantiality. The 
moſt profound Joy has more of Severity than 
Gayety in it. The moſt' extream and moſt full 
contentment, more of the grave and temperate 
than of the wanton. pſa felicitas, ſe nifs temperat g,,,.,: 
premit. Even Felicity, unleſs it moderate it ſelf, Ep. 74- 
oppreſſeth, Delight chews and grinds us; accord- | 
ing to the old Greek Verſe, which ſays, that the , wo —e*- * 
_ Gods ſell us all the Goods they give us 3 that 15 
to ſay, that they give us nothing Pure and Per- 
K&; and that.we do not purchace them but at 
the/priceof fome evil. Labour and Pleaſure, ve- 
ry unlike in Nature, aflociate nevertheleſs by I 
know not what natural ConjunCtion. Socrates « x) 
ſays, that ſome God try'd to mix in one mals, 
and to confound Pain and- Pleaſure, but not be- 
40g able to do it, he Lnberhought him, at leaft 
n 2 : ro 
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| . 548 Sejgnenr de: Montaigne's Eſſys. Booklty Y C 
2) to couple themby the'Fail.. Metrodorns (aid that Y tr 
in Sorrow there is {ome-mixture of Pleaſurez#þÞ- 


—_ not whether or no. þe intended-any thing]; 
elſe by that ſaying : but for my part, I am-of 
Opinion, that —_ is deſign, conſent,and come 
placency in giving a Man's ſelf up: to Melancho- 
« Iy. I ſay, that beſides Ambition, which may alſo 
have a ſtroke in the Buſineſs 3 there 1s ſome ſha- 
dow of Delight and Delicacy which ſmiles up- | 
on and flatters us eveni'in the very Jap of Me- |} at 
lancholy. Are there not ſome Complexions that | V 
feed upon it? ny i 


vi 
| 15:"1e + 6 Mb 

Ouid. Triſt, —— eſt quadam flere voluptas, | 6 
A certain kind of Pleaſure 'tis to weep, - 


| £ | 
*) EV; And one Attalys in Seneca ſays, that the Memos þ| * 
' {ry of our loſt Friends is as grateful to us, as || # 


' bitterneſs in Wine too old is to the Palat, : 

| OE.” a 
mo Miniſter veteris puer falerni | 
: {lid Ingere mi calices amariores. \ 
". "2109 . [ 

: Thou Boy, that fill'ſt theold Falernian Wine, F , 

The bitr'reſt pour into the Boul that's mine. F 

| Zovp, and as Apples that have a ſweet tartneſs, Na- | * 
| & turediſcoversthisconfuſion tous. Painters hold, } * 
— that the ſame Motions and ſcrewings of the. Face | 

that ſerve for weeping, ſerve for laughter: too'; | 

4 


and indeed, before the one or the other be 
fimſh'd, do but obſerve the Painters manner of 
handling, and you will be,in doubt to which 
, of the two the delign does tend. And the ex- 
tremity 
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- pleaſure like that of Generation in its moſt ;ex- 
ceſſive height 3 I feel him melting; under the 
weight of his delight, and fee him. utterly un- - 
able to ſapport ſo pure, ſo.continual,and fo uni- 
verſal' a pleaſure. Indeed he is running away 
whilſt he 1s there, and naturally makes haſte to 
eſcape, as from a place waere he cannot ſtand 
firm, and where he 1s afraid of ſinking. When 
I the moſt ſtritly and religiouſly confeſs my 
ſelf, I find that the beſt Vertue I have has 1n it 
ſome tin&ure of Vice : and am afraid that Pla- 
fo, 10 his pureſt Vertue, (I who am as hncere 
and perfect a lover of Vertue of that ſtamp, as 
any other whatever ) if he had liſtned, and 
laid his ear clofe to himſelf (and he did ſo } he 
would have heard ſome jarring ſound of Hu- 
mane mixture : but faint and remote, and only E 
to be perceiv'd by himſelf. Man is wholly and | Wing; 
throughout but patch and motly. Even the | 
2-23) 
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Laws of Juſtice themſelves cannot ſubſiſt with- | 
ont mixture of Injuſtice : infomuch thar Plato | 
ſays, they undertake to cut off the - Hydra's | 
head, who pretend to clear the Law of all in- | 
convenience. Omne magnum exemplum habet Tacit. an- 
liquid ex iniquo, quod contra ſingulos utilitate "4 19-14. | 
publica rependitur. Fvery great example has in it | 
ſome mixture of Injuſtice, which recompences the 
w; 3. Nn 3 wrong 
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the uſage of Life, 4nd the fervice of publick 
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wrong done to particular ment by the publick” uti. 
lity, fays Tacitzs. It is 'ikewite true, that for 


Commerce, there may be ſome exceſles in the 
purity and perſpicacity of our minds 5 that pe: 
netrating light has' mit too much of ſubtilty 
and- curioſity ; we' muſt. a little ſtupifie, and 
blunt, and abate them, to render them more 
obedient to: example and practice 5 and a little 
veil and obſcnre them, the better to proportion 
them to this dark and earthy Life. And yet com- 
mon, and leſs ſpeculative Souls are found to be 
more proper, and more ſucceſsful in the manage- 
ment of Afﬀairs 3 and the elevated and exqui- 
ſite Opinions of Phzloſophy more unfit for buli- 
neſs. "This ſharp vivacity of Soul, and the ſup- 
ple and reſtleſs volubility attending it, diſturb 
our Negotiations. We are to manage humane 
Enterprizes more ſuperficially and rudely, and 
leave a great part to Fortune. It 1s not neceſſa- 
ry to examine Afﬀairs with ſo much ſubtlety, 
and fo deep : a man loſes himſelf in the confi 
deration of ſo many contrary luſtres, and fo 
many' various forms. Voluntatibus res inter fe 
pugnantes, obtorpuerant animi. Whilſt they _ 
der'd of things ſo indifferent in themſelves, they 


were aſtoriſh'd, and knew not what to do. Tis 


what the Ancients ſay of Simonides, that by 
reaſon his imagination ſuggeſted to him, upon 
the queſtion King Hiero had put to him, ( to 
anſwer which he had had many days to medt- 
tate in ) ſeveral witty and ſubtile confideratt 


ons, whilſt he doubted which was the moſt 


likely, 


x: BE GT | Ge "WL di —_ » E; "= 
'f Chap. 21. | Sergneim de Montaigne's E/ays. T3 _ 


IF 
fa 
or 
> 
he 
fon 
ty 
d 
re 
e 
n 
L 
c 
- 


Empire ; and even in bed continually diſpatcht 


prejudicial to his health, A» Emperonr, faid he; 


likely, he totally deſpair'd of the truth. 'Who 
dives into, and 1n his inquifition comprehends 
all circumſtances and conſequences, hinders his 
election : a little Engine well handled, is ſufh- 
cient for executions of leſs or greater weight 
and moment. The beſt Husbands are thoſe who 
can wor{t give account how they are ſo ; and 
the greateſt Talkers for the moſt part do no- 
thing to purpole. I know one of this ſort of 
men, and a moſt excellent director in all ſorts 
of good hasbandry, who has miſerably let an 
hundred thouſand Livers yearly Revenue {lip | 
through his hands. I know another, who fays, « 4. 57% 
that he is able to give better advice than any 

of his Counſel 3 and there is not in the world 
a fairer ſhew of a Soul, and of great underſtan- 

ding, than he has z nevertheleſs, when he comes 

to the teſt, his Servants find him quite another 

thing 3 not to make any further mention of his 

misfortune. T0 
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CHAP. XXL. 
Againſt Idleneſs. 


Diſeaſe whereof he died, did not for all 


1% Emperour Veſpaſſan, being ſick of the 
that negle& to enquire after the EfZate of the 


very many Afairs of great conſequence 3 for 
which, being reprov'd by his Phyſician, asa thing 


Nn4 myſt 


be _— TS; , " y c; 
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muſt dye flanding. A fine ſaying in my Opin Þ hav 
on, and worthy a great Prince. The Emperour Þ ſham 
Adrian fince made uſe of the ſame Words, Þ hav! 
and Kings ſhould be often put in mind of. it; I his \ 
to make them know, that the great Office con. | thoſ 
ferd upon them of the command of ſo many I Dir 
men, is not an Employment of eafez and that Þ| are 
there is nothing can ſo juſtly diſguſt a Subj, Þ int! 
and make him unwilling to expoſe himſclf to || his 
Labour and Danger for the Service of his Prince, | Ott 
than to ſee him in the mean time devoted to his | Mil 
Eaſe and unmanly Delights: and to be fſollicitous | Op 
of his Preſervation, who fo much neglects that Þ| tha 
of his People, Whoever will take upon him to I} Sc1 
' maintain, that 'tis better for a Prince to carry on &} $6 
his Wars by others, than in his own Perſon; I} th1 
Fortune will furniſh him with Examples enough | git 
of thoſe whoſe Licutenants have brought great | Ki 
Enterprizes to a bappy liſue, and of thoſe alſo Þ} th 
whoſe Preſcnce has done more hurt. than good, | 7 
But no virtuous and valiant Prince, can with |} /o 
Patience endure ſo diſhonovrabie Councils, un- | 45 
der colour of ſaving his Head, like rhe Statue of a | | 
Sint, for the Happineſs of his Kingdom 3 they || tl 
degrade him from, and declare him incapable of | a 
his Office, which is Military throughout. I JF n 
know one who had mnch rather be beaten.than || t 
to ſleep whilſt another fights for him; and who- || | 
never without jealouſie heard of any brave thing || t 
1 
| 


/ done even by his own Officers in his Abſence. 
. 90.75" And Selizns ſaid, with very good Reaſon,inmy 
| | Opinion, That ViGories oliaind without the Ma- 
: fter, were neter compleat. Much more would he 
6 have 
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have faid, that that Maſter ought to bluſh for 
ſhame, to pretend to any ſhare in the Honour, 
having contributed nothing to the work, but 
his Voice and thought.z nor even ſo much as 
thoſe, conſidering that in ſuch work as that, the 
Direction and Gommand that deſerve Honour 
are only ſuch as are given upon the place, and 
in the heat of the Buſineſs. No Pilot performs 
his Office by ſtanding ſtill. The Prirces of the 
Ottoman Family, the chiefeſt in the World in 
Miſitary Fortune, have warmly embrac'd this 
Opinion, and Bajazet the ſecond, with his Son 
that ſwervd from it , ſpending their time in 
Sciences and other retird Employments, gave 
great blows ta their Empire : and Azurath the 
third, now reigning,following their Example,be- 
gins to find the ſame. Was it not Edward the Third 
King of Ezgland, who ſaid this of our Charles 
the Fifth? There never was King who ſo ſeldom put 
on bis Arms, and yet never King who cut me ont 
fo much Work, a 

as an cfic& of Chance more than of Reaſon. And 
let thoſe ſeek out ſame other to joyn with them 
than me, who will reckon the Kings of Caſtile 
and Portugal among(t the warlike and magnani- 


mous Conquerors, becauſe at the diſtance of 


twelve hundred Leagues from their laſie abode, 
by the Conduct of their Captains, they made 
themſelves Maſters of both [dies of whom it 
would be known, if they have but the Courage 


wt 


e had reaſon to think it ſtrange, * 


to go and in Perſon enjoy them. The Emperour «x 


Julian faid yet further, that a Philoſopher, and 
a brave man, ought not ſo much as to breathe 3 


that 
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| 554 Seigneur de Montaigne's Efays. Book it 
that is to ſay, not to allow any more to bodily 


Neceſhities, than what we cannot refuſe ; ke 
ing the Soul and Body till intent and buſy 
about honourable, great, and virtuous things, 
x") he was aſham'd if any one in publick ſaw hin 
- ir, or ſweat, ( which is ſaid by ſome alſo of the 
acedemonian young men, and that Xe-ophm 
fays of the Perſian) forasmuch as he conceiy{ 
that Exerciſe, continual Labour, and Sobriety, 
. ought to have dried up all thoſe Superflnitis, 
© ff) What Seneca fays will not be unfit for thi 
- Place; which is, that the antient Romans k 
their Youth always ſtanding, and taught then 
« nothing that they were to learn fitting. *Tis a 
generous deſire to wiſh to dye uſefully, and like 
a Man, but the Effe& lies not ſo much in out 
Reſolution as good Fortune. A thouſand hay 
proposd to themſelvesin Battel, either to over. 


come, or dye, who have fail d both in the one 


and the other : Wounds and Impriſonment cro{-| 


ſing their Deſign, and compelling them to live 
againſt their Wills. There are Diſeaſes thar over- 
throw ſo much asour Defires,and our Knowledge, 
Fortune ought not to ſecond the Vanity of the 
Roman Legions, who bound themſelves by Oath, 
either to overcome or dye. Vitor, Marce F abi, 
revertar ex acie: fi fallo, Jovem patrem Gradi- 
; Uumque Marte, alioſque iratos itrvoco Deos. Þ wil 
return ( Marcus Fabius ) a Congquerour from the 
Army : and if I fail, I wiſhthe Indignation of 
Jove, Mars, and the other offended Gods, ma 
light upon me. The Portugueſe ſay, that in a cet- 
tain Place of their Conqueſt of the [rdzes, they 
met 
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wet'with Souldiers' who had damn'd themſelves 

with horrible Execrations, to enter intono othet 

Compoſition, but" either to cauſe themſelves to 

beſhin, or to remain Vidorious; and had their 

Heads and Beards ſhav'd in token of this Vow. 

Tis to much purpoſeforus to hazard our ſe]ves, 

and to be obſtinate. It ſeems as if blows avoid- 

ed thoſe that preſent themſelves too briskly to 

Danper 3 and do not willingly fall upon thoſe 

who too willingly ſeek them, and ſo defeatthem 

of their Deſign. Such there have been, after ha- 

ving try d all ways, not having beenable with all 

their Endeavour to obtain the Favour of dying 

by the hand of the Enemy, have been conſtrain'd 

to make good theirReſolution of bringing home 

the Honour of Victory, or of loſing their Lives, 

to kill themſelves even in the heat of Battel. OF | | 

which there are other Examples, but this is one. A; | 

ef Philiſtus,General of thenaval Army of Dionyſius | 

- E the younger againſt thoſe of Syracyſe, preſented 

8 them Battel, which was ſharply diſputed, their 

-# Forces being equal. In which Engagement he 

$ had the better at the firſt, through his own Va- 

| four: but the Syracuſars drawing about his Ad- 
miral Gally to environ him, after having done 
great things in his own Perſon to diſengage 
himſelf, hoping for no relief, with his own hand 
took away that Life he had ſo liberally, and in 
vain, expos'd to the Fury of the Enemy. Muley 

Moluck King of Fez, who won the Battel againſt 

Sebaſtian King of Portugal, fo famous for the 

Death of three Kings, and by the tranſmiſſion 

of that great Kingdom to the Crown of Caſtile; 


Was 
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\Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. Book} 
. was extreanily. ſick when'the Portugueſe enter} 
In an hoſtile manner into his Dominions:; /ar 
from that day forward grew worſe and w 
ſill drawing nearer to, and foreſeeing his end; 


' Yet never did man better employ his own ſuf. 


ciency more vigorouſly and- bravely than he 
did upon this Occaſion. He found himſelf to 
weak to undergo the Pomp and Ceremony 
entring into his Camp, which after their may. 
ner is very Magnificent, and therefore reſign{ 
that Honour to his Brother 3 but that was alfo 
all of the Office of a Gereral that he reſign'd, al 
the reſt of greateſt Utility and Neceflity he moſ 
exatly and gloriouſly performed in his own 
Perſon 3 his body lying upon a Couch, but hi 
ara and Courage upright and firm to hi 
alt gaſp, and in ſome ſort beyond it. He might 


' have defeated his Enemy, indiſcreetly advancy 


into his Dominions without ſtriking a Blow; 
and it was a very unhappy Occurrence, that for 
want of a little Life or ſome body to ſubſtitute 
in the Condu& of this War, and the Affairs of a 
troubled State, he was compell'd toſeek a doubt- 
ful and bloody Victory, having another: by a 
better and ſarer way already 1n his hands. Not- 
withſtanding he wonderfully manag'd the con- 
tinuance of his Sickneſs in conſuming the Ene 
my, and in drawing them far from the aſliſtance 


of the Naval Army they had in the Ports of 


Affrick, even till the laſt day of his Life, which 
he defignedly reſerv'd for this furious Battel. 
He order'd his Battel in a circalar Form, envt 
ronning the Portugal Army on every, fide, __ 
' roun 
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tound:comming to cloſe in the Wings, -and to 
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draw up claſe together, did not only hinder - 


them in the Conflict ( which was very ſharp 
through the Valour of the young invading King ) 
conſidering they were every way to: make a 


F Front; but prevented their Flight after the De- 


feat; ſo that finding all Paſſages poſleſt and ſhut- 
op by the Enemy, they were conſtraind to 
coſe up together again 3 coacervarturque 10m ſo- 
law cede, ſed etiane fuga, and there they were 
ſhin in heaps upon one another, leaving to the 
Conquerour a very bloody and entire Victory, 
Dying, he causd himſelf to be. carried and hur- 
ried from place to place where moſt need was, 
and. paſſing throngh the Files, encouraged the 
Captains and Souldiers one after another. But a 
corner -of his Battel being broken, . he was not 
to:be held from mounting on Horſeback with 
his Sword: in his hand. : He did this. utmoſt ro 


break from thoſe about him, and to ruſh into . 


the thickeſt of the- Battel, they :all the while 
withholding him, :ſome by the Bridle, ſome by 
his:Robe, and,others by his Stirrups.:; This laſt 
Effort totally overwhelm'd the little Life he 
hadleft;.,they again lay him upon. his Bed 3 but 
comming to himſelf again, and ſtarting out.of 
tisSwoon, all other faculties failing, :to give his 
People notice that-:they were .to conceal his 


Death {the moſt: neceſſary ; command he had 


then to; give, that-his Souldiers might.not be dif- 


courag'd: with the, news) he exposd with his 
Finger -upon his Mouth the ordinary ſign of 


keeping. filence: ' Who ever liv'd fo long ns 
"AG (0, 
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\ Ch « Fhe- moſtextream degree-c of. f entertaining Dea, 
and the moſt natural, is to look upon it norey 


X) 


firft ſer v 


Poſt bats reading, that King Cyrncatic better to ve!New 
P biount lth BG ff «parts of the Empire, whit 


by Cyr#s. = 
F was of a vaſt: extent; 5: caus'd/1t-to:be tryid/hoy! 


fo far in Death? whoever died more likea Man 


ſy without aſtoniſhment but withont Mt Care,'co- 
tinuing the wonted courſe of Life eyen intoir 
As Cato did, who entertaind. himſelf in ſtudy, 
and. went to. ſleep, - having a: violent and blog 
dy one in his Heart, and the Weapon int hy 


hand, with which he was reſolved” to cu | 
bimſelf, ' 


FEY 


Cake om 

Of Poſts” 
Have a none of the leaſt able in this By 
; erciſe, which is proper for 'men :of my: pitch 


 Hhote andwell knit: 3 butÞ-giveir over, it ſhaks 
« Us too! much to:continue' long. 'T was: juſt noy 


far a Horſe could! go\in a'day\ without ba _ 
and at: livilifagco aig _ Se 


| wonende nenn Ln we 

readineſs; ito mount thoſe: who ma 
away to'hin- And ſome ſay; 'that-this fraft wit 
of poſting jis:equal rotharof the'flightiof Crana. 


Ceſar (ays, that: Lucius Vibulus Rufus, beingii 
great haſte to carry Intelligence Fr Power; rid 


Day and' Night, {t1ll taking freſh Horſes for th: 


greater Diligence and Speed 3- and _— 
ue 
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i Chap. 22. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. $39 
$uetonjins reports, travelled a hundred miles a 

day in a hir'd Coach ; but he was afurious Cour- 

 rier, from where the Rivers ſtopt his way, he 

always paſt them by ſwimming, without turni 

out of his way to look for either Bridg or F _ 

Tiberins Nero, going to ſee his Brother Druſys,' , +) 

who was fick 1n Germrarny,travell'd two hundred | , 

miles in four and twenty hours, having three 

Coaches. In the War the Romans had againſt 

King Antiochus, T. Sempronius Gracchus, ſays 

| Livie, Per diſpoſitos equos prope incredibils celeri- Livin. 

"ÞÞ fate ab Amphiſſa tertio die Pellam pervenit. Upon 

. Þ Horſes purpoſely laid in, he by an almoſt incredible 

ſpeed, rid in three dayes from Amphiila to Pella. 

And it appears there, that they were eſtabliſh'd 

Poſts, and not Horſes purpoſely laid in upon . 

this Occaſion. . Cecinna's Invention to ſend back 5 qu9v4T* i 

News to his Family, was much more quick, for =. 

he took Swallows along with him from home, | ; | 

[| 
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and turn'd them out towards their Nefts when 
he would ſend back any News 3 ſetting a mark 
of ſome colour upon them to 1 nile bas mean- 
mg, according to what he and = People had 
before agreed upon. At the Theater at Rome, pigeons %)1 
Maſters of Families carried Pigeons 1n their Bo- raughtto | 
ſomes, to which they tyed Letters, when they (rs) © 
had a mind to fend any Orders to their People 
at home 3 and the Pigeons were train'd up to 
bring back an- Anſwer. D. Brutus made uſe of « 
the fame Device, when beſieg'd in Mutina, and 
others elſewhere have done the ſame. In Pers, 
they rid poſt upon mens ſhoulders, who took 
them upon their ſhoulders in a certain _ of 
£ IttErS 


| 
| 
j 


 gdo — Seigheur de Montaigne's Eſays. Bookly 
Eo Litter made for that purpoſe, and ran with ſug 
Agility, that in their full ſpeed, the firſt Couric, Y 
throw their load to the ſecond, without making} ,, 
any ſtop; and-o on. I underſtand that theF@ Þ 1; 
tachians, who are the grand Signiors Courier, Þ w 
perform wonderful Diligences, by reaſon the Þ 6 
have Liberty to diſmount the firſt they meet up. Þ (4; 
on the road, giving him their own tir'd Horſe; | &: 
to preſerve themſclves from being weary, they | pg; 
gird themſelves ſtraight about the middle wuh Þ 1,1 
a. broad Girdle,. but I could never find any be. Þ ,,, 
nefit by it. » Þ che 
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CHAP. XXII. [mo 
Of ill means employ'd to a goed end, ths 


Here is wonderful Relation and Correſpon- Þ «} 

j dence 1n this univerſal Government of the ple 
Works of Nature, which very well makes it ap- Þ Co 
pear that it is neither accidental, nor carried on & jj 
by divers Maſters. . The Diſeaſes and Conditi- Þ gr 

+, ons of our Bodies gs in like manner manifeſt in Þ 16 
E | {| -Eſtaces, _ the _— ——_— we Jr #94 
| Y3cK's World, Kingdoms and Republicks are founded, | 
| flouriſh, and decay with Age a we do. We are - 
# Aſubjet tro a repletion of Humours either uſeleſs Þ Þ, 
23:5")or dangerous, either of thoſe that are good (for || (he 
cen thats the Vhefolens are afraid of ; and be- Þ th, 

ing that we have nothing in us that is perma- Þ thy 

nent,. they ſay that a too brisk and vigorous || 44 
perfeftion of Health, muſt be abated by Art, leſt ru 

| being JF in; 
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Country, to go ſettle elſewhere . where they 
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23. Seigneur de way Eſſays. 
being that our Nature cannot r@f in any cer- 
' ain condition, and not having whither to riſe 
to. mend it ſelf, it makes too ſadden' and too 
diſorderly a Retreat 3 and therefore preſcribe 
Wreſtlers to purge and bleed, to qualifie that 
ſuperabundant Health) or elſe a Repletion of ' 
evil Humours, which is the ordinary cauſe of 
Sickneſs. Eſtates are very often ſick of thelike 
Repletion, . and therefore forts of Purgations 
have commonly been usd. Sometimes a great * 
multitude of Families are turn'd out to clear 
the Country 5 who ſeek out new Abodes elſe- 
where, and encroach upon others. After. this 
manner our ancient Francs came from the re- 
moteſt part of Germany to ſeize upon Ganle, 
and to drive thence the firft Inhabitants 3 fo was 
that infinite delnge of Men made up that came 
into [taly under the Conduct of. Brennas, and 
others: ſo the Goths and Vandals ; alſo the Peo- 
ple who now poſleſs Creece, leit their native 


L3- 


'56x 


might have more room 3 and there 1s ſcarce two 
or'three little corners of the World that have 4 
not felt the effe@ of ſuch Removals. The Ro- 5 Cc 9x. 7 
wans by this means erefted their Colonies, for ” 
perceiving their City to grow 1mmeaſurably 
populous, they eas'd it of the moſt unneceſlary 
People, and ſent them to inhabit and cultivate 

the /Lands by them conquer'd : fometimes allo =) 
they purpoſely maintaind Wars with ſome of 
their . Enemies, not only to keep their men in 
ation, for fear leſt Idleneſs, the Mother of Cor- 
ruption, ſhould bring upon them ſome .worſe 
inconvemence 5 O o Ex 


— 
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_ Et patimur longe pacis mala, ſevior armis c 
Luxuria incumbit. o 


We ſuffer the ills of a long Peace, by far 
Greater, and more pernicious than War. 


ben 


but alſo to ſerve for a Blood-letting to their 
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Republick, and a little to evaporate the too ve- 


3ement heat of their Youth, to prune and cleanſe 
the Branches from the Stock too Tuxuriant in 
Wood 3 and to thisend| it was, that they formerly 
« maintairyd ſo long a War with Carthage. In the 
. » Treaty of Bretigny, Edward the. third, King of 
Ezgland, would not,in the general Peace he then 
made with our Ki7g,comprehend the Controver- 
fie about the Dutchy of Brittany, that he might 
have a Place wherein to diſcharge himſelf of his 
Souldiers, and that the vaſt number of Ereglih 
he had brought over to ſerve him in that Ex- 
; pedition, might not return back into Erglazd, 
And this alſo was one reaſon why our King Phi- 
lip conſented to ſend his Son Johz that Foreign 
Expedition, that he might take along with bim 
a great number of hot Young-men that were 
then in his Pay. There are many in our Times 
whotalk at this rate, wiſhing that this hot Emo- 
tion that is now amongſt us, might diſcharge 
it ſelf in ſome neighbouring War, for fear leſt 
all the peccint Humours that now reign in this 
politick Body of ours,may not diffufe themſelves 
farther, keep the Fever till in the height, and 
' at laſt” cauſe our total Ruin; and in truth a 
Foreign is much more ſupportable than a an 
ar 3 
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War; but I do not believe that God will favour 
ſo unjuſta deſign, as to offend and quarrel others 
for our own advantage. | 


Nil mihi tam valde placeat Rhammuſia virgo, Catullus; 


nod temere invitis ſuſcipiatur heris. - 


In War that does invade another's right, - 


Cp mos. ' 


Whoſe end is plunder, I take no delight. | 


And yet the weakneſs of our condition does of- « £2972 


ten puſh us upon the neceſſity of making uſe of 


_ 


tuous and perfe& Legi/iator that ever was, in- 
vented this unjuſt practice of making the Helo- 
tes, who were there Slaves, drunk by force, by 
ſo doing to teach his People Temperance,to the 
end that the Spartzates ſeeing them ſo overwhelm- 
ed and buried in Wine, might abhor the exceſs 


of this beaſtly Vice. And yet they were more * 


too blame, who of old gave leave that Criminals, 
to what ſort of death ſoever condemn'd, ſhould 


' be cut up alive by the Phyſicians, that they 


might makea truediſcovery of our inward parts, 
ind build their Art upon greater certainty : for 
if we muſt run into excefles, 'tis more excuſable 
to do it for the health of the Soul, than that of 
the Body 3 as the Romans train'd up the People 
to Valour, and the contempt of Dangers, and 
Death, by thoſe furiows SpeCtacles of Gladiators 
and Fercers, who being to fight it out to the 
laſt, cut, mangled, and killed one another in 
their Preſence ; | 
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means to a good end. Lycyrges, the moſt ver- x« re 
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1 Prudentis. = uid veſani alind ſibivult ars impialudi, ( tas? 


uid mortes juvenun,quid ſanguine paſta volup- 


Of ſuch inhumane ſports what further uſe? 
What Pleaſure can {laughters of men produce ? 


and this cuſtom cottinued till the Emperour 
Theodoſins his time. . | 


Arripe dilatam tua dux in tempora faman, 
Euodque patris ſupereſt ſucceſſor laudis habeto: 
Nullus in Orbe cadat, cujus fit pena Voluptas, 
Jam ſolis contenta feris infamis arena, 

Nulla cruentatis homicidia ludat in armis. 


Prince, take the Honours deſtind for thy 
Reign, 

Inherit of thy Father thoſe remain, (ſlain. 

Henceforth let none at Roe for ſport be 

Let bcaſt's Blood (tain th' infamous Theater, 

And no more Homicides be acted there. 


It was in truth a wonderful Example, and of 
great advantage for the training up the Peo- 


es «Be. 


ver feen to turn their back, nor ſo much as to 
make one cowardly ſtep to evade a Blow, but 
rather expoſe their Necks to the Adverfaries 
Sword, and prefent themſclves to receive the 


{troke. 


Seigneur de Montiigne's Efays. Bookill. | 
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\ F Chap. 23. Segnenr de Montaigne's Eſſays 
ſtroke. And many of them, when wounded ta 
? | Death, have ſent to ask the SpeQators if they 
F were fatisfied with their behaviour, before they 
lay down to dye upon the Place. It was not 
enough for them to Fight and to Dye bravely, 
but cheerfully too 5 infomuch that they were 
* # hid and cursd if they made any Diſpute about 

receiving their Death. The very Maids them- 
ſelves ſet them on. | 


= — conſurgit ad ifus : 
Et quoties vidor ferrum jugulo inſerit, illa, 
Delicias ait eſſe ſnas, pettuſque jacentis 
Virgo modeſta jubet converſo pollice rump. 
The modeſt Virgin is delighted fo 
With the fell ſport, that ſhe applauds the blow, 
And when the Victor baths his bloody brand 
In's fellow's Throat, and lays him on the ſand, 
Then ſhe's moſt pleas'd, and ſhews by ſigns ſhe'd 
Have him rip up the boſom of the flain. (fain 


The firſt Romans only condemn'd Criminals to 
this Example: but they have fince employ'd in- 
nocent Slaves in the work,and even Freemen too, 
who ſold themſelves to this effeft : nay more- 
over, Senators and Knights of Rome : and allo 
Women); | 


$65 Þ 


TIdem, 


Nunc caput in mortem vendunt, &- funns arent, Mani. 


Atque hoſtem ſibi quiſque parat cum bella quic- 
. ſcunt. | 

They: ſell themſelves to death, and ſince the 
Wars | Re | 

Are ceagd, each for himlclf a Foc prepares. 

Ooz Hos 


| Stating, 
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Hos inter fremitas, novoſque Inſus, 
Stat ſexs rudis, inſcinſque ferri, 
Et pugnat capit improbus viriles. 
Amidſt theſe Tumults and Alarms 
The tender Sex, unskill'd in Arms, 
Immodeſtly will try their mights, 

. And now engagd in manly Fights. 
which I ſhould think ſtrange and incredible, 
if we were not accuſtom'd every day to ſee in 
our own Wars many thouſands of men of other 
Nations, for Money to ſtake their Blood and 
their Lives in Quarrels wherein they have no 
manner of concern. | 


— 


CHAP. XXIV. 
Of the Roman Grandeur. 


will only ſay a word or two of this infinite 

[| Argument,to ſhew the ſimplicity of thoſe who 

compare the pittiful Grandeurs of theſe Times 

to that of Rowe. In the ſeventh Book of Cicero's 

Familiar Epiſtles (and let the Grammarians put 

out that ſirname of Familiar if they pleaſe, for 

in truth it is not very proper 3 and they who 

in ſtead of famzliar haveſubſtituted ad familiares, 
may gather ſomething to juſtifie them for ſo do- 
ing, out of what Swetorizs ſays in the Life of Ce- 
ſar, that he had a Volume of Letters of his ad 
familiares) there is one directed to Ceſar, be- 
ing then in Gazl, wherein Cicero repeates = 
words 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. BookIll, Y 
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In} Chap. 24. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
-& words, which were in the end of another Letter 
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that Ceſar had writ to him : As to what concerns 
Marcus Furius, whom you have recommended to 
me, I will make him King of Gaul, ard if you 
would have me advance any other Friend of yours 
ſend him to me. It was no new thing for a ſim- 
ple Citizen of Rome, as Ceſar then was, to dil- 
poſe of Kingdoms, for he took away that of 
King Dezotar«s from him, to give it to a Gen- 
tleman of the City of Pergamum, call'd Mithri- 
dates. And they who writ his Life, record feve- 
ral Cities by him ſold 3 and Swetonins ſays, that 
he had once from King Ptolowwy three millions 
and fix hundred thouſand Crowns, which was 
very near ſelling him his own Kingdom. 


Tot Galate, tot Pontas, tot Lidia nummis. 


Such ſums of Money did he raiſe as theſe 
From Pontws, Lidia, and the Galatees. 


Marcus Antonixs (aid, that the Grandeur of the 
People of Roxmee was not ſo'much ſeen in what 


Sr ey took, as in what they gave. And indeed 


ſome Apes before Artonizs, they had dethron'd 
one amongſt the reſt with ſo'wonderful Autho- 
rity, that in all the Rowan Hiſtory I have not 
obſerv'd any thing that more denotes the height 
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of their Power. Antiochas poſle(sd all Egypt, .. 


and was moreover ready to conquer Cypras, and 
other Appendixes of that Empire ;- when being 


upon the progreſs of his Victories, C. Popilins 


came to him from the Senate, and at their firſt 
- meeting refusd to take him by the Hand, till he 
Oox had 


Vi ch 
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had-firſt read his Letters, which after the King 
had read, and told : him he would confider gf 
them, Popzlizs made a Circumference about him 
with the ſtick he had in his hand,ſaying, Ketwry 
#e:an Anſwer, that I may carry it back to the Se. 
ate beforethou ſtirreſt out of this Circle. Antiochu, 
aſtoniſh'd. at the roughneſs of ſo poſitive a Com- 
mand, {after a little Pauſe, replyed, [1 will obey 
IT the Senates Command ; and then it was that Po- 
F. pilizs faluted him as a Friend to the People of 
Rame.,: After having quitted Claim to ſo great 
a. Monarchy, and in \uch a Torrent of ſucceſsful 
Fortune, upon three words 10 writing, in ear- 
neſt he:had Reaſon,as he afterwards did, to ſend 
the Sergte word by his Ambaſſadours, that he 
had receiv'd their Order with the ſame reſpedts, 
.. as if he had been ſent by the Immortal Gods. All 
%) } the Kingdoms that Angnſtxs gained by the right 
of War, he either reſtor'd to thoſe who had loſt 
them, or preſented them to ſtrangers. And Ta- 
ct, reterence to this, ſpeaking of Cogidunus 
King of England, gives us a very brisk touch of | 
that infinite Power : The Romans, ſays he, were 
from, all Antiquity accuſtomed to leave the 
Kings, they had. ſubda'd in poſleſſion of their 
Kingdoms yndertheir Authority, thatthey might 
 hayetven K3ygs to be their Slaves: Ut haberent 
©, inſtrument ſervitutis, & reges. *Tis like that 
2; | Solymarn,whom we baveſeen make a Gift of Hur- 
: gary, and other. Principalitzes, had therein more 
reſpe(t to this conſideration,than to that he was 
wone.to alledge, vis. that he was glutted and 
ovetchargd with 'io many Monarchies, and - 
| muc 
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much Dominion, as his own Valour, and that 
of his Anceſtors had acquir'd. 


gp mm—_— 


CHAP, XXV. 


Not to counterfeit being ſick. 


Here 1s an Epigram in Martial of very 


— 


good Senle, for he has of all forts, where 
he pleaſantly tells the ſtory of Celizs, who, to 
xvoid making his Court to ſome great Men of 
Rome, to wait their riling, and to attend them 
abroad, pretended_to have the Got ; and the 
better to colour this Pretence, anointed his Legs, 
and had them lap'd up in a great many Clouts 
and Swathiogs, and perfectly counterferted both 
the Geſture arid Countenance of a gouty Perſon; 
till in the end, Fortune did him the kindneſs to 


make him one indeed. 


Tantunt cura poteſt & ars doloris, 
Deſit fingere Celins podagram. 


The pow'r of counterfeiting is ſo great, 
Celias has ceas'd the Gout to counterfeit, 


Ithink I have read ſomewhere in Appiar a ſtory LJ Pa) | 


Ike this,of one who to eſcape the Proſcriptions of 
the [75umwiri of Rome, and the better tobe con- 
ceal'd from the. diſcovery of thoſe who purſued 
him, having ſhaded himſelf in a Diſguiſe, would 
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yet add this Invention to counterfeit having but 


. oneEye; but when he came to havealittlemore 
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liberty, and went to take off the Plaiſter heh 
a great while worn over his Eye, he found be 
had totally loſt the Sight of it indeed, and thy 
"Ye it was abſolutely gone. 'Tis poſſible that thy 
"/ Adion of Sight was dull'd, for having been f 
long without exerciſe, and that the Optick poy. 
er was wholly retir'd into the other Eye : For 
we evidently perceive, that the Eye we keey 
ſhat, ſends ſome part of its vertue to its felloy, 
ſo that the remaining Eye will ſwell and grow 
bigger 3 as alfo Idleneſs, with the heat of Ligz 
turesand Plaiſters, might very well have brought 
ſome gouty Humour upon this diflembler of 
* Martial. Reading in Froiſard the Vow of 4 
Troop of young Engliſh Gallants, to carry their 
left Eyes bound up till they werearrivd inFrarc, 
and had perform fome notable Exploit upon 
us ; I have oft been tickled with the conceit of 
it, in befalling them as it did the before named 
Roman, and that they had return'd with but 
an Eye a piece to their Miſtrifles,for whoſe ſake 
they had entred into this ridiculous ;Vow, 
Mothers have reaſon to rebuke their Children 
when they counterfeit having but one Eye, 
Squinting, Lameneſs, or any other Perſonal de- 
fet ; for beſides that their Bodies being then 
ſo tender may be ſubje& to takeanill bent, For- | 
tune, I know not how, ſometimes ſeems to de- 
light in taking us at our word ; and I have 
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5c heard ſeveral Examples related of People who 

- have become really fick, by only feigning to be 
{o# TI have always usd, whether on Horſeback, 

or on foot, to- carry a ſtick in my hand, and fo 

as 


p 


PLE OE ARSS SS, 


» as a— S 3 " "FF" h—_ be” of 


A ac er ISL es gt OY 
YL by" by 


x to affe&t doing it with a Grace. Many have 


F chreat'ned that this wantonneſs would one day 


be turn'd into neceffity, that is, that I ſhould be 
the firſt of my Family that ſhould have the Gour. 
But let us a little lengthen this Chapter, and 
ccch it with a piece of another colour, concern- 


ing Blindneſs. Pry reports of one, that once 5 Sc 63" ; 


dreaming he was Blind, finding himſelf in the 
Morning ſo indeed, - without any preceding in- 
firmity 1n his Eyes. The force of Imagination 
might affiſt in this Caſe, asThave ſaid elſewhere, 

liny ſeems to be of the ſame Opinion; but 
itis more likely that the motions which the Bo- 
dy felt within (of which Phyſeciansif they pleaſe 
may find out the cauſe,) which took away his 


Sgt, were the occaſions of his Dream. Let ns + 
a 


d another ſtory,not very improper for this Sub= 
i, which Seneca relates in one of his Epiſtles. 

ou know, ſays he, writing to Lxcullus, that Har- 
pate, wy Wives Fool, is thrown upon me as an he- 
reditary charge, for I have naturally an averſion 
to thoſe Monſters 3 and if I have a mind to laugh 
at 4 Fool, I need not ſeek bins far, I can laugh at 
my ſelf. This Fool has ſuddenly loſt her freht. I 


tell you a ftrange, but a very true-thing ſhe is not _ 


ſenſible that ſhe is blind, but eternally importunes 
her keeper to take her abroad, becauſe ſhe ſays the 
Houſe is dark : I pray believe, that whet we laugh 


| 4t in her, happens to. every one of, us © 110 one 


knows himſelf to be avaricious. Beſjdes, the blind 
call for 4 Guide, but we ſtray of our own accord. 
I ame not ambitious, we ſay, but a man cannot live 
otherwiſe at Rome: T an not waſiful, but the Ci- 
iy 
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ty requires 4 great expence: tis not my fant ] | 
ane cholerick.,, and if I have not yet eſtabliſhd an 
certain courſe of Life, ts the fault of Touth. ly 
#s not ſeek our Diſeaſe out of our ſelves, *tis nw 
and planted in our Bowels. And even this, that 
' do not perceive our ſelves to be ſick, renders 
more hard to be curd. If we do not betimes beyin 


fo dreſs our ſelves, when ſhall we have done wii” 
fo many Wounds and Evils wherewith we abound; 
And yet we have a moſt ſweet and charming Me. 
dicine of Philoſophy 3 for of all the veſt we are ſen. 
fible of no Pleaſure till after the Cure: this pleaſe 
and heals at once. This 1s what Seneca ſays, tha 


' has carried me from my Subje&, but there is ad. |® 


OU 


vantage 1n the change. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


__——— 


Of Thumbs. 


—— | 


Lcvys TE. reports,that amongſt certain Barba: 
rian Kings, their manner was, when they 

| would make a firm Obligation, to joyn their 
x 0:.) hands cloſe to- one another, and twiſt their 
Thumbs, -and "when by: force of ſtraining the 

+ Bloodit appear'din the ends,they lightly prick'd 
them with ſome ſharp Inſtrument, and mutually 
$<2:) ſaek'd them. Phyſcianr fay, that the Thumb 
are the maſter Fingers of the Hand, and that 

. their Latine Etymologie 1s deriv'd from Polley, 
'The Greeks call'd them av:xzzs, as who ſhould 

fay, another hand. And it ſeems that the _ 

allo 
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' 1 ao ſometimes take it in this ſence for the whole 


_ hand 3 
w# Sed nec vocibus excitata blandis, GOP 


Moll: pollice nec rogata ſurgit. 


s "Fit was at Rozee a Signification of Favour to de- 
"JF prefs and clap in the Thumbs ; 


ra: fl Fautor utroque tnum laudabit pollice Iudur. mwya, 1. 1; 


Me. Ep. 18. 
ſen # Thy Patron, when thou mal'ſt thy ſport, 


2 $ Will with both Thumbs applaud thee fort. 


and of disfavour to elevate and thruſt them 
outward : 


— converſo pollice vulgz Freven, 
Qnemlibet occidunt populariter. Sat. 3. 


The Vulgar with reverted Thumbs, 
Kill each one that before them comes. 


' I The Romans exempted from War all ſuch as ; z) 2 
- | were maimd in the Thumbs, as having no more 
/ I ſufficient ſtrength to hold their Arms. Auguſtus ® | 
r { confiſcated the Eſtate of a Romar Knight, who C 
| | had maliciouſly cut off the Thumbs of two \ | 
| young Children he had,to excuſe them from go- 
 F ing into the Armies : and before him,the Senate, X) 
in the time of the Iralzch, War, had condemn'd 
Caivs Valienws to perpetual Impriſonment, and 
confiſcated all his Goods, for having purpoſely 
cut off the Thumb of his left hand, to exempt 
himſelf from that Expedition. Some one, I have - 


forgot who, having won a Nayal Batt), cut - 
| | the 


574 Seignenr de Montaigne'sB/2ys5. Book 
the Thumbs of all his'vanquifffd Enemies, tg 
render them incapable of fighting, and of hand. 
ling the Oar. The Athenians alſo causd th 
Thumbs of thoſe of /Egi-4 to be cut off, to de 
prive them of the preference 1n the Art of Nx 

4 8* 1 vigation. And in Lacedemonia, Pedagogues cha 

© > | ſtizd their Scholars by biting their Thumbs. 


—— 
Ce re en 


CHAP. XXVI. . 


Cowardize the Mother of Cruelty. 


rc E- I] Have oft heard it ſaid, that Cowardize is the 
Mother of Cruelty : and'I have found by e 
perience, that that malicious and inhumane ani- 
moſity and fierceneſs,- 1s uſually accompanied 
with a feminine faintneſs. I have ſeen the mo: 
cruel People, and upon very frivolous occafions 
very apt to cry. Alexander, the Tyrant of Ph} 
res, durſt not be a Spectator of 1ragedzes in the 
Theatre, for fear leſt his Citizens ſhould ſee him 
+ weep at the Misfortunes of Hecuba and Andre 
mache; who himſclf caus'd ſo many People every 
day to be murthered without pity. Is it not 
meanneſs of Spirit that renders them ſo plyable 
to all Extremities? Valour ( whoſe Effect is on FE. 
ly to be exercisd againſt refiſtance) 


Nec miſt bellantis gaudet cervice juvenci. 


neither unleſs he fight 
In conquering a Bull does take delight. 


ſtop! 
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- of flops when it ſees the Enemy at its mercy; but 


-worry and tear the Skins of wild Beaſts they 


gin with the laſt in ours, and that at the firſt 


* there is more bravery and diſdain in ſubduing 


Pufillanimity, to ſay that it was alſo in the AQi- 
on, not having dar'd to meddle in the firſt a& 
of Danger, ruſhes into. the ſecond of Blood and 
Maſſacre. For the execution in Vigories is com- « z) 
monly _perform'd by the raſcality and hangers 
on of an Army, and that which cauſes ſo ma 
unheard of Cruelties in domeſtick Wars, is, that 
the Hotteſt of the People are fleſh'd in being up 
to the Elbows 1n Blood, and ripping up Bodies 
that lye Poſtrate at their feet, having no ſence 
of any other Valour. 


Et Lupus, &- turpes inſtant morientibus urſ, 9vid Trifk, © 
Et quecunque minor nobilitate fera eſt. _ "v» 


None but the Wolves, the filthy Bears, and all 
| The baſer Beaſts, will in the dying fall. 


Like cowardly Houſe-curs, that in the Houſe 


durſt not come near in the Field. What is 1t in 
theſe times of ours that cauſes our mortal quar- 
rels? And that whereas our Fathers had ſome 
degree of revenge in their dayes, we now be- 


meeting nothing is to be ſaid but kill > What 1s 
this but Cowardize? Every one is ſenſible, that 


an Enemy, than in cutting his Throat 3 and in 
making him yield, than 1n putting him to the | 
Sword : beſides that, the appetite of Revenge 1s 
better ſatisfied and pleas'd becauſe it's only an 


s to makeit ſelf felt. And this is the reaſon why 
we 


576 


V3 40 x Revenge is to be repented of, when the Perſon 


. Spectator' too, to be afllicted, and to repent, 


> that is already palt : and more an AG of Fear 


2 

 Seigneur «de Montaigne's Eſſays. Booky Y. 
we do not fall ypon a Beaſt ora, Stone when 
they hurt us, becauſe they are not capable of he. 
ing ſenſible of our Revenge; and therefore yg 
kill a man, is to defend him from the Injury ang 
Offence we intend bim. And as Bias cry'd op 
to a wicked Fellow, I know that ſooner or laty' 
thou wilt have thy Reward, but I ame afraid I ſhall 
210t ſee it. And as the Orchomenians complain, 
that the Penitence of Lyciſcxs for the Treaſon 
committed againſt them, came 1n ſeaſon, becauſe 
there was no one remaining alive of thoſe who 
had been intereſted in the Offence, and whom 
the Pleaſure of this Penitency ſhould affect : fo 
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on whom it 1s executed»is depriv'd of means of 
ſuffering under it - for as the Avenger will look 
on to enjoy the Pleaſare of his Revenge, ſo the 


Perſon on whom he takes Revenge, ſhould be a 


*—_ 
ub 


He will repent it, we fay, and becauſe we have | 
given him a Piſtol-ſhot through the Head, do 
we imagine he will repent 2 On the contrary, 
if we but obſerve,'we ſhall find, that he makes | 
a Mouth at us in falling : and 1s fo far from pe-. 
nitency, that he does not ſo much as repine at us. 
And we dohim the kindeſt Ofhce of Life, which. 
is to make him die inſenſibly, and ſoon. We | 
are afterwards to hide our ſelves, and to ſhift 
and flye from the Officers of Juſtice, who purſue 
us whilſt he is at reſt. Killing is good to fru-. 
ſtrate an Offence to come, not to revenge one - 
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than Bravery; of Precauton, than Courage, and : 
| | of 


ih. Nh. 20M 5s... 4 hated 


Gamiced ali 


Ly | Defence than vis Ic i manifeſt & 

by it we quit both the true end of. EFEng , 

and the: care. of our Reputation 3 DEE 

*FT-Tives be will do-us another injury as' great 
fi 


a the firſt; tis not out 'of , Animoſity: to him, 
bat care- 'of thy ſelf, that thou rid't him-ont of 


the way, way. In the Kingdom of Narſe ingua this EX Duca 


pedient would be alcch; to us, where not only'n mon in the 
Souldiers,, but Trades-men alfo end their Diffe- Aon 


rences by. the Sword. The: "King never. denies g«. 
the Field to any that will fight; and ſometimes 
when they are Perſons of Quality, looks on, re- 
warding the Vitor with a Chain of Gold 3 but 
for which: any one that wilt may fight with 
him again; by. which x means by having come off 


from one, Combat , he, ha: 'cngag'd himſelf in 
many. . It 'we thou gh, by, pos & to be 7 vops 


ers of 'our Elon. " triumph Fave 
them at” pleaſure ,' we, ſhould be ſorry 


ſhould eſcape from us as they do, by "oying 
afety 


batywe have a mind toconquer more. with 
than Honour, ' and in our quarrel, more purſite 


the end than the Glary.- Aſnint Pollia, who, for pollivs Li-- 


g a worthy man, was, the leſs to be excusd, bel againſt 
ike Error, who having writ a Lz- 
ainſt Plancws, forbore to publiſh it, till he 


Was rſt dead : 'which is to bite a mans Thumb 


at a. blind, man, to'rail at one that is deaf, and 


A. 


to-wound a man that has no feeling, rather than 
Þ n the hazard of his Reſentment. And it. 


alfo ſaid in his behalf; that it was only for 
dobonblins to wreſtle with the dead. He that 


[tor to ſee the Author dye, whoſe Writings he 


P þ intends 


Plancus: 
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| DO to qvettion; what does he fay, bur & 
£9457 [ the is foolith and troubleſame? It was told 4; 
"| Potts that, ſorne one had ſpoken T1I1'of hin 4 
1 he, Tet him whip me too, ” 
viaed Iam not here.” Our: Fathers content 
SH themſelves to reven eanInjury with the lyethe 
-of the Ear, ] e with a "box Np the Ear, and fo forward; 
$4 were valiant, enough not to fear their Fr 
verſary both living, and provok'd :, We tremble 
for fear, ſo long as we ſee them on foot. "Ai 
that this is, fo, does, 1 not our noble praQtice q 
theſe days, e equally. to proſecute to death bai 
Fl rol that: has fferided us, and him we haves 
g, ook at out? 'Tis alfo a'kitid of C6 
troduc'd the cuſtom of havi q 
"foyrths in our Duels. Thy 
. Were: forme els. ; they are now. Skirmilts 
Rencontres itude was douhe 
els erible, ) th were the firſt 1 inveel ' 
'O t $PraCfice. IL FL + cuique? mAInimu th, 
ie eſſet. They had little Confidence i in theinjel 7 
For naturally, any company whatever 1s comfy 
table in danger.,. ] hird Perſons: were formal 5 
call'd in to prevent; : Diſorder and fort) play ® : 
ly, and tobe witneſs of OH of the Up 
at. But fince they have brought it ;ta.this 
that. they themſclves engage, whodver ls Toke 
canfot handſomly ſtand;by as An 1d1e* Speck ; 
for fear of being- ſulpeRed either of want 'of k | 
4p") fetion or Courage, Beſides the injuf could 


worthineſs of ſuch an.Action, of e ing b 
Force and Valour in Ys YOurlh 


' Nour than your ownz I_conceive it ''Y difadyit 


LG p \Y 
* 
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YE man, ; 9d who wholly relies up- 
| jt I Fortune with that of a 

CC 45f Ice EVETY. Me ts þ hin - 

mſelf, 'Y jZALS Ing Or another, and has 

Fong wt o; to aflure himſelf 1 in his own, Ver- 

us for, the HK of* his Life, .withqut intruſt- 

Fl thing: ſo dear in aythird n man's hand. For, + 

LE þe not.cxpreſly agreed upon before” to the 

contrary, | "Ji a combin'd Party, 'of all four, and 

your Second. be kill'd , you, have two to deal 

"ithal with ,good Tealon. And to fay that it is 

Jaul play, it 1s'fo GE as it is well arm'd to 

,e arge a man ;that has. at the hilt of a broken 

all word 10. bis hand, , or. clear me untouch'd, a 

= man that is "deſperately wounded. : bur if theſe 

Ing * advantages | you ; have gat by fighting, you 

y make ple « of them. WEhope r reproach.; 

t lit ly wel td and 915) 

;:IroM the condition of the Conibatants | 

en they begun, as to the A you mult take 

7 Fc ortune :;and though'z you-had : alone three 

emies, ypgn you, at once, your two Compani- 

| ;being.. 94d », You_bave.,po more wrong 
F th uld do in a B b 


,Ding n; man i zrough [. ad. ce engag'd with | 
a0 ;0ne of our own, men 'with the like advantage. 
"7% Nature. of Society will haye1 it. to, that where 


F there 1s -Tropp againſt Troop ( as where our 
Þ 1 Juke of Orleance challeng'd Henry King of Eng- 
.faud an hundred againſt an hundred : three 
, = red againſt as many as the Argians againſt 
A acedemonians, and three to three, as the 
, ra againſt the Cxr7at7i ) the multitude on 
Pp'3 either 


Pe Fe Þ - As - 
< g 


- the Sicur de .Matecoylom, was at Rome entreaty! 


' courteſie that you can, and certainly ought to 


"5. eh 'v; ne er a _ F 
Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays: BookyÞ: 
either fide is confider'd but; as. one ſingle may 
the hazard every where, where-there is comps 
ny, being confits'd and'tix'd: * F have a doms. 
Rick Intereſt in this Diſcourſe ; for, my Broths, 


by a, Gentleman with whom he had no grey 
acquaintance, and who was Defendant, and 
challeng'd by another, to be his Second 3; In thi 
Duel he found,” himfelf match'd; with a Gentle 
man much better .known to him, where, after 
having diſpatch'd his man, ſeeing the two Prin 
cipal ſtill on foot,,and found, he ran 1n to dif 
engage his Friend. What conld he do Ieſ} 
ſhould he have ſtood ſtill, and if Chance woull 
have order it ſo, "have ſeen him he was come 
thither to defend 'kill'd before his face, whit 
he had thither done ſignified nothing to the By: 
fineſs, the Quarrel-was yet undecided... The 


>, Oo Pa coo s t.n5 we». e. - 


ſhew to. your Enemy, when you have reduc 
him to an ill Condition, and have a great ad: 
vantage over him, I do not ſee how you can 
do it, where the Intereſt 'of angther is 1n the 
caſe, where you are only call'd in as an Afliſt 
ant, and the.Quarrel is none of yours. Hecould 
neither be juſt nor courteous at the hazard. 
him he was there to ſerve ; and was-alfo inlar- 
ged from the Priſons of Italy at the ſpeedy and 
olemn requeſt of our King. Indiſcreet Nation! 

we ate not content to make our Vices and Fol 
lies known to the World by Report only, bit 
we muſt go into Foreign Countreys, there to 
ſhew them what Fools we are, Put three! 
| Frend-l 
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LY Chap. 26. Seigzerr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


nal frexch-wen into the Deſarts of Libye, they will | 
Hf notTive a Month together without fighting ; ſo 


ons © thar you would ſay this Peregrination were a 
«@ thing purpoſely defign'd to give Strangers the 


pleaſures of our Tragedies, and for the moſt | 
ex part ſuch as rejoyce and laugh at our milſeries. 
i We go into {taly to learn to fence, and fall to 
practiſe at the expence of our Lives before we 

&& have learn'd it : and yet, by the order of Diſci- 
fterÞ pline; we ſhould put the Theory before the Pra- 
rin-f Gice. We diſcover our ſelves to be but Lear- 


dil. ners. 


ſs} Primitie juvenun miſere, bellique futuri rin 
ul Dura rudimenta, 
Ne 


hath OF Youth the firſt Inſtructions painful are, 
And hard the Rudiments of fature War. 


[ know Fencing is an Art very uſeful to its end, 
(in a Duel betwixt two Princes, Couſin-ger- | 
mans in Spaiz, the elder, ſayes Livie, by his 
$kill and dexterity in Arms, eafily ſurmounting 
the greater and more aukward Strength of the 
Younger ) and of which, the knowledge, as I 
experimentally know, hath inſpird ſome with 
Courage above their natural Talent : but this 
is not properly Valour, becauſe it ſupports it 
ff upon Addreſs, fand is founded upon ſome- 


conſiſts 1n the jealoufie of Courage, and not of 
Skill; and therefore I have known a Friend of 
mine, fam'd for a great Maſter in this Exerciſe, 
in his Quarrels make choice of ſuch Arms as 


Eg might 
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thing beſides it fel£ The honour of Combat <g <2," 
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might: deprive. him of this advantage, and that 


wholly.depended-upon Fortune, and. aſſurance, 
that they might not. attnbute his Victory rz 
ther to - his $kill in, Fencing: than .his Valour, 


*; When I was young, Gentlemen avoided the re. 


Taſſ), Can, 
As 


Mr. Fair- 
fax. 


putation of good Fencers, 2s injurious to them 


and learnd with all imaginable privacy to fence, 
as a Trade of ſubtilty, derogating == true 


and: natural Vertue, :. 


Non ſchivar, non parar, non ritirarſt, 
Voglion coſtor, ne qui. deſtrezza ha parte, 
Now danno 3 colpi finti hor pieni, hor ſcarſh, 
Toglie [ira e il furor Puſo de Þ arte, 
O dz le ſpade horribilmente urtarſt 
Amezz0,il ferro, il pie dorma non parte, 
Sempre e il pie fermo, e la man ſempre in mot, 
Ne ſcende taglio in van ne punta a voto. 
(ground, 
They neither ſhrank, nor vantage ſought of 
They travers'd not, nor skipt from part to part, 
Their blows were neither falſe,nor feigned found, 
The night, their rage would let them uſe no Art, 
Their Swords together claſh with dreadful ſound, 
Their feet ſtand faſt, and neither ſtir nor ſtart, 
They move'their hands, ſtedfaſt their feet re- 
main, | 
Nor blow,nor foin theyſtraok,or thruſt in vain. 


T) % Butts, Tilting, and Batriers, the [images of 
Warlike Fights, were the Exercilcs of our Fore: 
fathers : this other Exerciſe is ſo much the lel 
noble, as_1t only 1eſpeds a private end, row 
teaches 
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Hftice, and, that. every, way; always. praduces,, 


- 


more becoming, to exerciſe;our. ſelves. 1 in things, 


ments, and that tend to the publick ſafety and. 


27. Seigneur de, Montaigne's Eſſays, 583. | 
'Y teaches us- to xuine one another, againſt Law,and; F 


that: ſtrengthen, than that weaken,our Govern-- 


very-ill effects. It is much more worthy, apd , 128) ; 


common glory, Publizs Rutilius Conſus was the: . 


firſt that taught the Souldiers, to handle their. 
Arms with skill, and joyn'd Art to Vertue: not 
for the uſe. of, private quarrel, but fox War, and, 
the Quarrels of the People .of, Rowe. A popular 
and civil Art of Defence, And beſides the ex- 
ample of Ceſar, who commanded. his men to 
ſhoot chiefly at the face of Poxepey's Genſdarmes 
in the Battel of Pharſalia : a thouſand other 
Commanders have alſo unbethought them to in- 
vent new forms of Weapons, and new ways of 
ſtriking and defending, according as. occaſion 
ſhall require. But as Philopexmen _condemn'd x 
wreſtling, wherein he excell'd, becauſe the pre- 
paratives that were therein employ d. were dif- 
kering from rhoſe that appertain to Military Diſ- 
cpline,to- which alone he conceivd men of Ho- 
nour ought wholly to apply themſelves 3 ſo it 
ems to me;that this Addreſs to which we form 
our Limbs, thoſe Writings and Motions young 
men'are taught in this new School, are not on- 
ly. of no Ulſe,but rather contrary and hurtful to 
the: manner of ight 18 Battel: and alſo our Peo- 


ple commonly make uſe of particular Weapons, 
and zarly deſign'd for Dutl. And I have 


known when it has been diſapprov'd, that a 
Gentleman challeng'd to fight with Rapier and 
{Þ.* Pp4 Poignard, 


27h" | 


= ::7% Seigneny d& Monitaigne's Eſſays. Book} | 
_- Polgnard, ſhould-'appear in the equipage of 4 
man'at _ ; OW another ſhould take his 
-., Cloke inſtead \of a Poignard. It is worthy of 
73 "t Conſideration, that Licker in Plato, ſpeaking of 
. _ learning to fence after our manner, ſays, that he 
never knew any great Souldier come out of that 
School, eſpecially the Maſters of it : and indeed 
as to them our own experience tells us as much, 
As to the reſt, we may at leaſt conclude, that 
they are Qualities of no Relation nor Correl: 
. pondence. And in the Education of the Chil. 
 TheArtof dren of his Government, Plato mnterdicts the 
as Art of Cuffing,introducd by Amicss and Epeim, 


cauſe they have another end than to render 
Youth fit for the ſervice of War, and contribute 
nothing to it. But I ſeeI am too far ſtray'd from 


| *Im 5 xany Theam. The Emperour Maurice, being ad 

| vertis'd by Dreams and ſeveral Prognoſticks, 
q that one Phocas, an obſcure Souldier,ſhould kill 
him; queſtior'd his Son-in-Law Phzlip, who this 
Phocas was, and what was his Nature, Qualities 
and Manners 3 and ſo ſoon as Philip, amongſt 
other things, had told him,that he was n_—_ 

ly and timorous, the Emperour 1mmediatel 

af) Coxards thence concluded that he was then a Murthere 
; naur'y, and cruel. What is it that makes Thrants fo 
" Bloody, bloody ? *Tis only the ollicitude of their own 
— Safety, and that their faint Hearts can furniſh 
them with no other means of ſecuring themſelves, 
than in extermfnating thoſe that no them, 


, Even To much as toWoman, for fear of a ſcratch. 
 Cunds 
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. Cunda ferit, dum cuni#a timet. 
* He ſtrikes at all, who every one does fear. 


The firſt Cruelties are exercis'd for themſelves : 
from thence ſprings the fear of a juſt Revenge, 
which afterwards produces a ſeries of new Cru- 
elties, to obliterate one another. Philip Kin 
of Macedon, who had ſo much to do with the 
People of Roxr, agitated with the horror of ſo. 

many Murthers committed by his appointment, 


- and doubting of being able to keep himſelf ſe- 
cure from ſo many Families, at divers times mor- 


tally injur'd and: offended by. him; refolv'd to 
ſeize all the Children of thoſe he had caus'd to 
be TTain, to diſpatch tthemdaily one after another, 
and ſo to eſtabliſh; his own repoſe. Fine Dif- - 
courſes are never impertinent however placd ; 
and therefore I, who more conſider the weight 
and utility of what I deliver than their Order 
and Connexion , need not fear in this place 
to bring in a fine ſtory, though it be a lit- 
tle by the bye; for when they are rich in their 
own native Beauty, and areable to juſtifie them- 
ſelves, the leaſt end of a Hair will ſerve to 
draw them into my Argument. Amongſt others 
condemn'd by Philip, Herodicws, Prince of Theſ- 
faly, had been one. He had moreover after him 
caus'd his two Sons 1n Law to be put to Death, 
each leaving a Son very young behind him. 
Theoxena, and Archo, were their two Widows. 
Theoxena, though highly courted to it, could not 
be perſwaded to marry again ; Archo married 
N Poris, 


TOE 


 585* Geiger de Montaigne's Eſſays, Bookity Y 
' ... 1 Poris, the greateſt Man of the /Eniany, and by 
him had a great many Children, which ſhe dy. 
1ng, left in.a very tender. Age. : Theoxena, moyd 
with a Maternal charity towards her Nephew, 
that ſhe might have them under her own Eye; 
and in herown Prote&ion, married Poris : when 
preſently comes a Proclamation of the King's 
EdiF. This brave ſpirited Mother, ſuſpeQing the 
cruelty of Philip, and afraid of the Inſolence of 
the Souldiers towards theſe fine and tender Chil- 
dren, was fo bold as to declare, that ſhe would 
rather kill them with her own hands than deli- 
ver them. Porzs,ſtartled at this Proteſtation, pro- 
mis'd her to ſteal them-away, and to Tranſport 
them to Athens, and there commit them to the 
Cuſtody of ſome faithful Friends of his. They 
took therefore the opportunity of an Annual } 
Feaſt which was celebrated: at /&:ia in Honour 
of /#ecas, and' thither they went. Having ap- 
peard by day at the Publick Ceremonies, and 
Banquet , they ſtole the Night following into ' 
a Veſlel laid' ready for the purpoſe, to: eſcape 
away by. Sea, The Wind prov d contrary, and 
finding themſelves in the Morning within ſight 
of the Land from whencethey had launch'd over- 
night, were made after by the Guards of the Port: 
which Poris perceiving, helabour'd all he could 
to make the Marmers do their utmoſt to eſcape 
from the Purſuers. But Theoxera. frantick wath 
Afﬀecion and Revenge, in purſuance of her for- 
mer Reſolution, prepar'd both Arms ,and Poy- 
fon, and expoſing them before them 5 Go #o, my 
' Children, ſaid ſhe, Death 7s. now the only ancancof 
| your 
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SS þ Chap. 27.  Sejanertr de Montaigne'sr Eſſays. «89 
by f jour Difirce and' Liberty, and ſpall' dimiinifter 

PF" | occaffon to the Gods tvexerciſe their' ſacred Juſtice : 
V'd Theft ſharp Swords, and'theſe' full! Cups, will oper 
"_ you the way into it : Conrage, feat wot lin, Artd' 
3 & toi, my Son, who art the eldeff, take" this Sttel 
WY ;40 thy Hand, that thou may ft the' thott bravely 
89 F Dye. The Children havihg on ont fide ſo pow- 
erfull a Counſellour, and the Enemy at their 


of F Fliroats on the other, ran-all of then eagerly 
- upon what was' next to hand'; and” half dead, 
- were thrown 1nto the Sea. Theoxeni, proud of 
| ws having ſo gloriouſly provided' for the ſafety of 


her Children, claſping her Arms with great af- 
- fection about her Husband's Neck, Let as, my 
© | Friend, ſaid ſhe, follow theſe Boys, and enjoy the 
Y | ſent Sepulchre they do : And'ſo embrac'd, threw 
themſelves head-long. over-board into the Sea 3 
ſo that the Ship was carried back empty of the 
P # Owners into the Harbour. Tyrants,at once both « x 90.. 
to Kill and to make their Anger felt, have pump'c 


Of their Wit to invent the moſt lingring Deaths. 
4 They will have their Enemies difpatch'd; but 
| not ſo faſt that they may not have leiſure to taſte 
| their Vengeance. And therein they are mighti- 
” | 1y perplex'd, for if the Torments they infli&t are 
; violent, they are ſhort, if long, they are notthen 
' ſo painful as they deſire; _ 2 torment them- 
© |. faves in contriving how to torment others. Of - 
| ils we have a thouſand Examples of Antiqui- 
” | ty,andT know not whether we unawares donot "i 
" | retain ſome traces of this Barbarity : all that ex- x 2p Tv © 
' | ceeds' a fimple Death appears to me abſolute 
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Seigneur de Monitaigne's Eſſays... Book It, Y 
ing executed by being | 
zheaded or Hang'd,. will not reſtrain, ſhould 
e any more aw'd by the imagination of a [an- 
oviſhing Fire, burning Pincers, or the Wheel, 


r:) And I know not in the mean time, whether we 
| do not throw them into deſpair for 1n0 what 


Y) go 


| 9) 


condition can the Soul of a man, expe&ing four 
and twenty hours together to be broken upon 
a Wheel, or after the old way,nail d to a Croſs, 
* be? Joſephas relates, that in the time of the War 
the Romans made in Judea 3 happening to paſs 
by where they had three days before crucified 
certain Jews, he amongſt them knew three of 
his own Friends, and obtained the favour of 
having them taken down, of which, two he ſays 
\ died, the third liv'd a great while after. Chat- 
condilas,a Writer of good credit,in the Records 
he hasTeft behind him of things that happen'd in 
his time, and near him, tell us, as of the moſt 
exceſſive Torment, of that the Emperour Meck 
med very often praQisd, of cutting ofi men in. 
the middle by the Diaphragma with one blow 
of a Cimeter; by which it follow'd, that they 
died as it were two Deaths at once, and both 
the one part, ſays he, and the other, were {cen 
to ſtir and ſtrive a great while after in very 
great Torment., I do not think there was any 
great ſufferance in this motion. The Torments 
that are the moſt dreadful to look on, are not 
« always the grane®-10 endure ; and I find thoſe 
that other Hiſtorians relate' to have been pra- 
Aicd upon the Epzrot Lords, to be more horrid 
and cruel, where they were condemn'd ” ba, 
- flea 


Mes 28. Rs, : Fcheiane s = 


' flead alive by pieces, after ſo malicious a manner 
that they continued fifteen days in this miſery, 
As alſo theſe other two following. Creſas, ha- 
ving causd a Gentleman, the favourite of his 
Brother Partaleon, to be ſeized on, carried him 
into a Fuller's Shop, where he caugd him to 
'be ſcratch'd and carded with the Cards and 
Combs belonging to that Trade till he died. 


George Lt chief Commander of the Peaſants x 
of Polozrid, who committed ſo many Miſchief 


under the Title of the Cr»ſado, being defeated 


in” attel, and taken by the Vayvod of Tranſyl- 


' Was three days bound naked upon the 


Rack; expoſed to all ſorts of Torments that any 


* could contrive againſt him 3 during which 


"tithe, many 'other Priſoners were kept faſting ; 
in the = he living, and looking on, they niade , 
'tns Beloved: Brother Lucat, for "whom he only. 


"Lintoted,” taking upon himfdf the blame 6f 


"all their evil Acions, to drink his Blood; ; arid. 


/can d- twenty of ' his moſt favourd Captains to 
* upon him, tearihg his fleſh in pieces with, 


their Teeth, and ſwallowing the morſels 'TRe 


remainder of his Bod Pres, his Bowels, ſo ſoon 
as he was dead, were 
followers campell dto cat Fu. 
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CHAP. XXVIL 
\--. Al things have their Seaſon. 
IUch as compare Cato the Cenſor, with the 


"younger Cato that Ki d himſelf, compare 
two 
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_ ſeveral aways, apd excells in Military FExplow © 
.and.the Utulity..of hjs publick, Vocatians 3,byt 
the Virtue of the, younger, belides, that it. wer 
blaſphemy, .to compare, any,.to him, in Vigour, 
;Was,nuch more pure and poblemiſhd. For who 
{6an, agguit, the, Cerſor of Envy, and Ambition, 
. >Iayivg 4ard, tojuſtle, rhe. Aonour. of Sezpzoza 
 amanin Workh, Valour,.,and all gther,cexcellen 
Qualifies, jnfnitely, beyond bjm, orcany,othergf 
.\bis..cime 2? That which they: report of .him,.a-f 
»Mongſt,other.things, thatin his extream old. 
Ae put himſelf upon learning the Greek T Faye, 
With {o;greedy, an Apperite,;.as it, to quench,a 


yp: 


Ing; apart.n, the tune of, 


Fuven. 
ſat o 6 - C 


| 93 4 FEindemonid#; teeing Aexocrates when very old, ff . 
fill very imtenitupen his SchooÞLeftures, her 

will this man be wiſe, ſaid he, he goes yet learn? 

X) And Philopemen,to thoſe who extoll'd King Pt 
»lemy;tor £yery, day ionring bis Perſon to- 

Exerciſe of; Arms 3/11, 35 ot, aid he, commer 4 


a cha p. Oo. "Iipoaiouk + Mectabone Bios. | -597- | "R 
ue in'a'King' of his Age/to- exerciſe himſalf in | 
hoſe things 'he 'ought now really to employ 
them. The young are to make their Preparati- 
ons, the old to enjoy them, ſay the Sages :-and 
'the greateſt Vice they obſerve 1n-us is, that our 
Dee i inceſiantly grow young again :- we-are 
always re-beginning, to live. Our ſtudies andide- « 
fres ſhould ſomettmes be ſenſible of 'Age 5 but 
'wo have one foot inthe Grave, and'yet-our Ap- 
petites and ' Purſuits WO "OT "On new _ 
oN- Us. j 


Ty ſecanda marmora - Ihr. L 2: 
Locas ſub ipſum funus, &: F- ul MT Ode. 18» 


Immenar, ſtruis. domos.  _ 2 | 
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ſn When Death perhaps is near at hed,” tron | 
# 'Thou faireſt-Marbles: doſt command." SET Þþ 
ff Be cut for uſe; yer dot 500 Js i 
i "Thy Grave, and Houſes _s Don F 1 

15 fik 384 ” 4 
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h Thelongeltof m my Deſignsis my FAT: A VERS — 
extent; I;think of noting now, but n ing, oe: ozbult''$ 
my (elf of all new, Hopes arid; Entarifices 278 re 03 ' 
Dy paſt leave of: eyery place 1 depart-fram,, and k 
.exery day diſpoſlels my :{elf of what. I 1 ave: b 

. my; Fam nec perat quicquare. mil, 1 nec acquirituy : Sen. Fyill, | 

plus iſypereſt wiatici,, quam vie, Henceforward, I | 
al will peitber loſe, nor expet} ta:get - [1 hqve-mare 

2 |  [nberewith.to defray my Journzy, than 1 Ln way 

2 g0- 3 | 

ol 5 Fixi, © ques dederaticurſum firtuna-pereg. Encid L. 46/ 


; I've 4iv'd, and finiſtvd the career > > 
4 au rein my Fortune plac'd me here. of 
fe) 
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my. old Age, thatit mort! 


; bed: 3: the Care how the World, goes, the Care 
21 :R | 


oy 


'Inp to ſpeak at a time when-.they ſhould learn 


* contemptible thing is an old School-boy / 


Gall. Eleg. Diverſos diverſa juvant, non omnibus annix. 
Ec 1 Omnia conveniunt-.. 


I For ſeveral thiffgs do ſeveral men delight, 
IE And all things are not for all Ages right. 
| 94 9,5 If we,mult, ſtudy, letus ſtudy what 1s ſuitable 


to our preſent; Condition, that we may anſwer 


1 
> n 


F as he did, - | ask'd to what end he ſtu- 
; in his decrepid Age, that T may go out bet- 
I old cuany Fes jd he, dat greater eaſe. Such'a ſtudy was 
ob * of ah gunger Cato, feeling "bis end af 
* gobe, _ FRE ON the ff g P: 
£ ” proach, and 


"Had Which he met with in Plato's Dif 
Ws! 6ur{& of the immort ity of the Soul : Not is 
We ate'to'believe that he was not long before 
© * Bahd furniſhed” with all ſorts of Ammunition for 


_— 7 YI 
- 
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”ed'Will and Inſtration he had more thart Plato 


a de- 


<4 *;; To conclude; tis, the o : nfort:1_fi din. 
hies,in meſcveral Car 
-.apd Delires:wherewith my. Life. has been diftyr. 


&,.,of: Grandeur, 'of Knowledge, of 


wu o wy > A. a 


83 » «Health, and; my. {elf. There are,who are learn- 


..t6 befifenttof ever. A' man; my always ſtudy, 
 byt -he. muſt- not.-always-go to School. What a 


ws 23 oe wa o' \rmax mewn ot FI > tMOL.C:z 


ſich a Departure 3 for of aſſurance, an'eſtabliſh- 


had in all his Writings ; his Knowledge" and” 
Courage were in this reſpe& above Philoſophy. 
He applyed himſelf to. this: ftudy, not for the. 
Service of his Death, but-as a man- whoſe {leeps | 
were never diſturbed in the Importance of ſuch | 


a FD FAS,” 
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ll Y 2 d&liberation, healſo without choice or change, 
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continued his Studies with the other accuſtoma- 
ry Actions of his Life, The Night that he was 
denyil' the Pretorſhip, he ſpent in play. Thar 
wherein be was to dye, he ſpent in reading. The 
Joſs either of Life or of Office was all one to him. 


——— 


CHAP. XXIX, 
Of Virtue, | 


Find by experience, that there is a vaſt dif- 
ference betwixt the ſtarts and fallies of the 


Matt EC ern nr Se er on, et nt ns 


conjoyn to man's imbecillity and frailty a God- 
like reſolution and aflurance. But it 1s by. fits 
and ſtarts 3 and in the Lives of thoſe Heroes of 
Times paſt there are ſometimes miraculous Sal- 
lie, and that ſeem infinitely to exceed our na- 


$ tural force, but they are indeed but fallies : and 


tis hard to believe, that in theſe ſo elevated 
qualities a man can ſo thoroughly tin& and 1m- 


F buc the Soul, that they ſhould become conſtant, 
J and as it were, natural in him. It accidentally 
F happens even to us, who are but abortive births 


of men, ſometimes to dart out our Souls, n—_ 
rous 
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594 Cejgnenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Rook 11, 
rous'd:/by the Diſcourſes or Examples of others, 
much-beyond*their ordinary ſtretch 5 bur: 'tis'a 
kind of:Paffion: which does puſh and prick them: Il pj 
on, and 'inifome ſort raviſhes them from them- I} ya, 
ſelves :- but” this ' Whirlwind once blown-over, Þ} 4: 
we ſee that they inſenſibly flag, and flacken of } ,n 
themſelves, if not to the loweſt degree, at leaſt I ,n 
ſo as to be no more the ſame 5 inſomuch as that i &© 
upon every trivial occaſion, the loſing of a | 
Hawk, or the breaking of a Glaſs, we ſuffer Þ} 
| our ſelves to be mov'd little leſs rhan one of pc 
= 8395's the common People. I am of opinion, that Or- IU 
2 der; Moderation, and Conſtancy excepted, all | , 


things are..co be done. by a man that is indiffe- | 
rent, and: defeive in general. Therefore it.is, | 7 
ſay. the Sages, that to make a right judgment of }| þ 
b 
c 
; 
4 
| 
7 


a man, you are chiefly to pry into his common 
A&tions, and ſurprize him in his every day ha- 

Xx) bit. Pyrrho, he who erected fo pleaſant a know- 
 ledpe uporr Ignorance, endeavour'd, as all the 
reſt at really Philoſophers did, to make 

his Life:correſpond with his Do@rine. And be- 

cauſe he-maintain'd the imbecillity of Humane 
Judgment to be ſo extreme as to be incapable-of 

'.4 : any choice or inclination, and would have it 
wavering- and” ſuſpended, conſidering! and re- 
ceiving all things as indifferent, *cis ſaid, that 
he always comported himſelf after the ſame man- 
ner-and'-countenance : 1fi he had begun -a' Dif- 
courſe; he -would always end har Head” to 
fay, thoughthe Perſon he was ſpeaking! to'was 
gone away: and if he walk'd; he never:ſtopd- 
for any impediment that ſtood in his way, be 


ing 
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ig preſerv'd from Precipices, the jaſtle of Carts, 
: other hke accidents, by the care of his 
Frierfds : for, 'to' fear, or to avoid afy thing, 
had been to juſtle his own Propoſitions, I, | 
depriv'd the Senſes themſelves of all certainty 
and ele&ion. Sometimes he fuffer'd Incifions 
and Cauteries with ſo great conſtancy, as never 
to be ſeen ſo much as to winch or ſtir. *Tis 
ſomething to bring the Soul to theſe imaginatt- 
ons, more to joyn the effe&s, and yet not im- 
poſſible ; but to conjoyn them with ſuch per- 
ſeverance and conſtancy as to make them habi- 
tual, is certainly, m attempts ſo remote from the 
common ufance, almoſt incredible to be- done: 
Therefore it was, that being one day. taken in 
bis Houſe terribly {colding with his Siſter, arid 
being reproach'd that he therein tranſgreſsd his 
own Rules of indifference 3 What, faid he, »»nſt 
this fooliſh Woman alſo ſerve for 4 teſtimony to 
my Rules © Another time, being ſeen to defend 
hicaſelf againſt a Dog, 1t 3s, ſaid he, very hard 
totally to put off man 5 and we muſt endeavour 
and force our ſelves to reſiſt and enconnter things, 
firſt by Effe#s, but at leaft by Reaſon. About ſe- 


ven of eight years ſince, a Husbandman yet Ii- x 
ving; bit two Leagues from my Houſe, ' having 


long been tormented with his Wifes Jealoufie, 
coming one day home from his work, and ſhe 
welcoming him with her accuſtomed railing, en- 
tred into fo great fury, that with a Sickle he 
had yet in hs hand he totally cut off all thoſe 
Parts'that ſhe was jealous of, and threw them 
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In her face. And, 'tis ſaid, that a young Gen- + . 


Qq 2 tleman 


- Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book II, (ar 
tleman of our Nation, brisk and amorous, ha. cuſtc 
ving by his perſeverance at laſt mollified the 0d 
heart of a fair Miſtreſs, enrag'd, that upoh the fer 
point of fruition he found himſelf unable to per. Y% tl 


form, and that, Priv 

Tib. lib. 4, non viriliter Cor 
Eleg.pen. Iners ſenile penis extulerat caput, pe 
ut 


ſo ſoon as ever he came home he depriv'd him. | Þ* 
ſelf of it, and ſent it his. Miftriſs, a cruel and 6 
bloody Victim for the expiation of his offence, 
If this had been done upon mature confideration, 
and upon the account of Religion, as the Prieſts 
of Cybele did, what ſhould we ſay of lo high an 
action ? A few dayes fince, at Bergerac, within 
five Leagues of my Houſe, up the River Dor- 
dogne, a Woman having over-night been beaten | 
and abus'd by. her Husband, a cholerick ill-con. | 
ditiond fellow, refolv'd to eſcape from his il! 
uſage at the price of her life 3 and going fo 
ſoon as ſhe was up the next morning to viſit 
her Neighbours, as ſhe was wont to do, and 
having let ſome words fall of the recommenda- 
tion of her Affairs, ſhe took a Siſter of hers by 
the hand, and led her to the Bridge 3 whither 
being come, as it were in jeſt, without any 
manner of alteration in her Countenance, there 
taking leave of her, ſhe threw her ſelf headlong 
from the top into the River, and was there 
drowred. That which 1s the moſt remarkable 


OG: 5. ih pon, page 


1/2, 04/xforming in her head : Bur it is 


I; Fhap. 29. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 597. 
1a: © cuſtom there for the men to have many Wives, 
he $ and the beſt beloved of them to kill her ſelf at 
he & fer Ausband's deceaſe, every one of them makes . 
J it the Buſineſs of her whole Life to obtain this 
Priviledge, and gain this Advantage over her 
Companions, and 'the good Ofices they do 
their Husband's, aim at no other Recompence, 
but_to be preferr'd in accompanying him in 
Death. | 


, Ubi mortifero ja&a eſt fax ultima leFo, Propertius, 
: Oxorum fuſts ſtat pia turba comis : b. 3, Eleg- 
Et certamen habent lethi que viva ſequatur 

Conjugium, pudor eſt non licuiſſe mori, 
Ardent vifrices, & flamme peFora prebent, 


Imponuntque ſuis ora peruſta viris. 


ot 


When to the pile they throw the kindling brand 
The pious Wives with Hair diſhevell'd ſtand, 

Striving which living ſhall accompany 
Her Spouſe, and are aſham'd they may notdye, 
Who are preferr'd, their Breaſts to flame expoſe, 
And their ſcorch'd Lips to their dead Husbands 
| | cloſe. 


A certain Author of our times, Reports, that 
he has ſeen in thoſe Oriental Nations this Cu- 
ſtom in praCtice, that not only the Wives bury 
themſelves with their Huſbands, but even the 
Slaves he has .enjoyed alſo ; which 1s done af- 
ter this manner : The Huſband being dead, the 
Widow may if ſhe will (bur few will ) demand 
two or three Months reſpite wherein to order 
her Afﬀairs. The day being come, ſhe mounts on 


Qq3 Horſe- 
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and with a cheerful Countenance fays, ſhe is go- 
ing to fleep with her Spouſe, holding a Look- 
ing-glaſs in her left hand, and an Arrow in the 
other. Being thus condufted in pomp, accompa- 
nied with her Kindred and Friends, and a great 
concourſe of People, with great Joy, ſhe is at 
Jaft brought to the publick Place appointed for 


ſuch Speftacles : This is a ſpacious Place, in the 


midſt of -which is a Pit full of Wood, and ad- 
joyning to it a Mount raifcd four or five ſteps, 
upon. which .ſhe is brought and ſerved with a 
magnificent Repaſt 3 which being done, ſhe falls 
to Dancing and Singing, and gives order when 
ſhe thinks fit to kindle the Fire 3 which being 
perform'd, ſhe Deſcends, and taking the neareſt 
of her: Huſband's Relations by the hand, they 
walk together to the River cloſe by, where ſhe 
ſtrips ber ſelf ſtark naked, and having diſtrihu- 
ted her Clothes and:Jewels to her Friends, plunges 
her ſelf intothe.Water, as if there to cleanſe her 
ſelf from her Sins z cemming out thence, ſhe 
wraps, her {elf in a yellow Linnen of five and 
twenty Ells long, and again giving her hand to 
this Kinſman of her Huſband's, they return back 
to the Mount, where the makes a Speech to the 
People, 'and recommends her Children to them, 
if ſhe have any. Betwixt the Pit and the Mount, 
there 18 commonly a Curtain drawn toskreen the 
burning Furnace from their fight, which ſome of 
them to manifeſt the greater Courage, forbid. Ha- 
ving ended what ſhe has to ſay, a Woman preſents 
her with a Veſll of Oil, wherewith to- anoint 
| her 


£141] d eignenr de Montaigne's Efays. Book It : 
Horſe-back, dreſs'd as fine as at her Wedding, 
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jer/head, 'and her whole Body 5 wHich'having 
lone with; ſhe.'throws into the'Fire, and in 
uh inſtant precipitates her ſelf after. - Tmediate- 
ly the -People throw a great many Billets and 
Lops upon her, that ſhe may not be/long in dy- 
ing, and convert all their Joy into Sorfow and 
Mourning. It they are Perſons of meatier Con- 
dition, the Body 'of the defundt is carried to the 
place of Sepulture, and there plac'd fitting, the 
Widdow kneeling before him, embracing the 
dead Body ; and continue in this poſture whilſt 
they build a Wall about them, which ſo ſoon as 
| is raiſed to the height of the Womans Shoul- 
ders, ſome of her Relations comes behind her, 
and taking hold of her 'Head writhe her Neck 
in two, and fo ſoon as ſhe 1s dead, the Wall is 
preſently raisd up, -and clos'd, where they re- 
main entomb'd. There was in this fame Country 


ſomething hke this in their Gywmnoſophiſt 3 for wh Sow 
noſophiſts 


not by conſtraint of others, nor by the impetu- 177-4, | 


olity of a ſudden humour, but by the expreſs 4. 
Profeſtion of their Order, their Cuſtom was,that 
ſo ſoon as they arriv'd at a certain Age, or that 
they ſaw themſelves rhreatned by any Diſcaſe, 
to cauſe a funeral Pile to be ereted for them, 
and on the rop a ſtately Bed, where, after ha- 
ving joyfully feaſted their Friends and Acquain- 
tance, they laid them down wiibt {o great Re- 
ſolution, that Fire being apply'd to it, they were 
never ſeen to ſtir either Hand or Foot ; and at- 
ter this manner one of them, .Calanuxs by Name, 


_ expird in the preſence of the whole Army of 
. Alexander the Greatz and he was neither re- 
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60d Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book I}, 


| Cauſes of Cauſes of Events which he has in his Preſcience,has 
| Events m alſo thoſe which we call accidental and unvolunta- 
E- = Ls gr ry, which depend upon the Liberty he has given our 
mighty God, free Will, and knows that we do amiſs becauſe we 
Fortuitous Would do ſo. T have ſeen a great many Comman- 
_ _ ders encourage their Souldiers with this fatal 
7-29" Neceſlity ; for if our time be limited to a cer- 

_ tain hour, neither the Enemies ſhot, nor our 
own Boldnefs, nor our Flight and Cowardize, 
can either ſhorten or prolong our Lives. This 
1s cafily ſaid, but ſee who will be fo ——_— 
| and , . 


Cap 

puted holy; nor happy amongſt -them , that p n 
did not thus deſtroy himſelf; diſmiſling his Soul &| ra 
purg'd and purified by the Fire, after having gol 
conſum'd all that was earthy and mortal. This © ligh 
conſtant premeditation of the whole Life is that I} Þ35 * 

- £ : Which makes the wonder. Amongſt our other | 59 | 
Controverſies, that of Fatumz 1s allo crept in, | Jo 
and to tye things to come, and even our own | wh: 
Wills to acertain and inevitable Neceſlity, weare | 29 
xx) yet upon this Argument of time paſt 5 Since } **- 
— God fareſees that all things ſhall ſo fall out, as | i. 
dei he does, it muſt then neceſſarily follow, | 
that they muſt ſo fall out : to_which our Ma- nit 
ſters reply, that the_ſeeing any thing come to paſs, D 

as we do, and as God himſelf alſo does, ( forall } © 
things being preſent with him, he rather ſees, than | 1y 
foreſees) is not to compell an Event : that is, we tl 
ſee becauſe things do fall out, but things do zot fall | V 
out becauſe we ſee. Events_canſe Knowledge, but 4 

K nowledge does not cauſe Events. That which we 0 

ſee Se Soo ; but it might have hap- r 
red otherwiſe : and God, in the Catalogue of the ' 
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if it be ſo that a ſtrong and lively Faith 

wo along with it Actions, of the ſame, cer- 

ninly. this. Faith we ſo much brag of, is. very 

light in this Age of ours, unleſs the Contemptit 

has of Works, makes it diſdain their Company. 

$ it is, that to.this, very purpoſe the Sire de 

Joinville, . as credible a Witneſs as any other 

whatever, tells us of the Bedoins, a Nation « 6 <'IF:; 

amongſt the Saracens, with whom _ the King 

St. Lewis had to do in the Holy-lard, that they 

in_ their Religion, did ſo firmly believe the 

number of every mans days to be from all eter- 

nity prefix'd, and ſet . down by an. inevitable 

Decree, that they went naked to-the Wars, ex- 

cepting a Turkiſh Sword, and their Bodies on- 

ly coverd with a white Linnen Cloth: and for -) 


E 


the greftteſt Curſe they could invent when they += 


were angry, this was always in their Mouths, 

Accurſed bg thou, as he that arms himſelf for fear 

of Death, This 1s a Teſtimony of Faith very * 

much beyond ours. And of this ſort is that al-', Xx) 

ſo that two Religious_men of Florence gave in © 

our Fathers days. Being engag'd in ſome Con- 

troverlie of Learning, they agreed to go both of 

them into the Fire 1n the fight of all the People, 

each for the verification of his Argument, and 

all things were already prepar'd, and the things 

Juſt upon the point of Execution, when it was 

interrupted by an unexpected accident.: A youn 

T; rk Lord, having perform'd a notable Fon 

in his own Perſon 1n the ſight of both Armies, 

that of Amurath, and that of Hunniades ready to 

joyn Battel, being ask'd by Amyrath, who " ſo 
tEndacr 
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tender" and unexperienc'd years'(for it was his 
Hrft fally into 'Arms) had infpird Hith with 
brave a Courape, reply 'd, that His Hef Tutor for 
Valour dew, DR, or being. 


Ir was.a 2 18, ſaid he, ohe'day 
a hunting, T'found a Hare fitrihg, and though! 


had a brace of excellent me, 


yer methought it would be'beſt for ſurenels to 


' * make uſe of my Bow);' for ſhe fat very "fair. 1 
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ther haſten nor defer. 
"g0ing. to. teH,. may ſerve by the way to let ns 


then fell ta letting fly my Arrows, and ſhot for: 
ty that I had Ty  Orvel not only without 
Hurting, but without ſtarting her from her form, 
At laſt T flipt my Dogs after her,but to homore 
Parpole than T had ſhot: by which T underſtood, 
that ſhe had been ſecurd By her Deftiny 3 and 


that neither Darts norSwords can wound with: 


out the' permiſſion of Fate, which we can nei- 


his Story which I am 


if w Hexible our. Reaſon is to all forts of 
mages. * A Perſon of great Years, Name, Dig- 


——m- Do 


/nity, and Learning, boaſted to me to have been 
'Mmgucd to a certain” Very important mutation 


In his Faith; by a ſtrange, whimſical Incitation, 
and otherwiſe fo very, ill concluding, that [ 
thought it tnych ſtronger being taken the con- 
trary way: He call'd it a Miracle, I look upon it 
quite otherwiſe. The Tarkiſh Hiſtorians fay.that 
the perſwafion thoſe of their Natjon have im- 
% vt in them of the fatal and unalterable 
Preſcription of their Days, does manifeſtly con- 
dace to the giving them great aſſurance in 
Dangers; andT know a great Prince, who makes 
very fortunate uſe of it 3 whether it be mw he 

OCs 
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does really believe it, or that he makes it his 
excaſe, for ſo wonderfully hazarding himſelf, 


provided Fortune be not roo ſoon weary of her 
Favour to him. "There has not happened in our * 


memory a more admirable effe& of Reſolution, 
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than- in thoſe two who conſpird the Death of Afafmati- 


: ann . on of the 
the Prince of Orange. 'Tis to be wonder'd at, prince of 


how the ſecond that-execited it, could ever be 0range. 


perſuaded into an attempt, wherein his Compa- 
njon., who had done his utmoſt; had had fo 111 
Succeſs ; and after the ſame Method, and with the 
fame Arms, to go'attaque a Lord, arm'd with a 


lateInſtruction of diſtruſt; powerful in followers 


and bodily Strength, in his own Hall, amidſt his 
Guards, and in a City wholly at his Devotion. 
He doubtleſs employ'd a very reſolute Arm and 
a Courage enflam'd with, furious Pafftions : A 
Pojgnard 1s furer for ſtriking home, but by rea- 
ſon that more motion and force of hand 1s re- 
quired than with a Piſto), the Blow 1s more ſub- 
ject to be put by or hindred. That this man did 
not run to a certain Death, I make no great 
doubt ; for the hopes any one could flatterhim 
withall, could not find place in any ſober Un- 
derſtanding, and 'the Condu@ of his Exploit 


does ſufticiemly manifeſt that he had no want 


of thar no more than of Courage. The morives 
of ſo powerful a Perſwaſton may be divers, for 


our fancy does what it will both with it ſelf 


and us. The Execution that was done near Or- 
leans was nothing like this, there was in that 
more of Chance than Vigour, the wound was 
not mortal, if Fortune had not made it ſo; 


and 


The Duke | 
of Guiſe. 
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AY 
| | amongſt the Mahometans a People of very great 


and to attempt to ſhoot on Horſe-back, and at 
a great diſtance, and at one-whoſe body was in 
motion by the moving of his Horſe, was the 
attempt of a.man who had rather miſs his blow, 
than fail of ſaving himſelf : as was apparent by 
what followed after ; for he was ſo aſtoniſh'd 
and ſtupifted with the thought of ſo high an 
Execution, that he totally Joſt his Judgment 
both to find his way and to govern his Tongue, 
What needed he to have done more than to fly 
back to his Friends croſs a River ? 'Tis what I 
| have done 1n leſs Dangers, and that I think of 
; very little hazard, how broad ſoever the River 
| may be, provided your Horſe have good going 
| 1n, and that;you ſee on the other fide ecaſieland- 
' ing according to the ſtream. The other, when 
they pronounc'd his dreadful Sentence. - { was 
prepar'd for this, ſaid he, bgfore-hand, and I will 
make you wonder at my Patience. The Aſſaſſins, 
a Nation bordering upon Phericia, are reputed 


Devotion, and purity of Manners. They hold 

that the neareſt way to gain Paradiſe 1s to kill 

ſome one of a contrary Religion 3 whichis the 

Reaſon they have often been.ſeen, being but one 

or two, and without Arms, to attempt againſt 
powerful Enemiesat the price of a certain Death, 
and without any Conſideration of their own 
Danger. So was our Count Raimond of Tripoly 
a{fafhinated*(which Word is deriv'd from their 
Name) in the heart of his City, during our En- 
terprizes of the Holy War, And likewiſe Con- 
rade, Marquis of Montferrat, the 2 SR” at 
| their 
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their Execution carrying thernſelves with great 
Pride and Glory, that they had perforned fo 
brave an Exploit. 


ts. 


CHAP. XXX, 
Of 4 monſtrous Child. 


His Story ſhall go by it ſelf; for I will 

leave it to Phyſicians to Diſcourſe of. 
Two days ago I ſaw a Ghild,that two Men and 
a Nurſe, who ſaid themſelves to be the Father, 
the Uncle, and the Aunt of it, carried about to 
get money by ſhewing it, by reafon it was ſo 
ſtrange a Creature, It was, as to all the reſt 
of a common Form, and could ſtand upon its 
Feet, could go and gabble much like other 
Children of rhe ſame Age 3 it had never as yer 
taken any other nouriſhment but from the Nur- 
ſes Breaſts, and what,in my Preſence, they tried 
to put into the Mouth of it, it only chewd a 
little and ſpit it out again without ſwallowing; 
the Cry of it ſeem'd indeed a little odd and par- 
ticular, and it was juſt fourteen Months old. 
Under the Breaſt it was joyned to another Child, 
but without a Head, and that had the ſpine of 
the Back without motton, the reſt entire 3 for 
though it had one Arm ſhorter than the other, 
it had been broken by accident at their Birth 3 
they were joyn'd Breaſt to Breaſt, and as if a 
lefler Ghild would reach the Arms about the 
Neck of one ſomething bigger. The Ro 
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and thicknefs-of the place where they werecon. 
Jjoyn'> was not above four Fingers, or therez. 
bouts, ſo that if you thruſt up the wmnperfe& 
Child you might ſee the Navel of the other be- 
low it, and the joyning was betwixt the Paps 
and the Navel, The Navel of the 1mpertfe& 
Child could not be ſeen, but all the reſt of the 
Belly 3 fo that all the reſt that was not joyn'd 
of the imperfect one, as Arms, Buttocks, Thighs 
and Legs, hung dangling uporr the other, and 
might-reach to: the Mid-leg. The Nurſe more- 
over told-us that it urin'd at both Bodies,and al- 


ſo the 'members-of the other were nouriſh'd.fen- 


ſible, and inthe ſame plight with that ſhe gave 


ſack to, excepting that they were ſhorter, and 
leſs. Thisdouble Body, and ſeveral Limbs rela- 
ting to-one Head, might be interpreted a favou- 
rable Prognoftick to the K 72g, of maintaining 
theſe varions Parts of our State under the union 
of his Laws; but left the Event ſhonld prove 0- 
therwiſe, 'tis better to let 1t alone, for 1n things 


Cicere, de already. paſt, there needs no Divination 3 Ct 
Divinl.2. quues fatta ſunt, tum ad conje@turamn aliqua inter- 
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pretatione revocantur. So as when they are come to 
paſs, they ſhould. then by ſome Interpretation be re- 
calld to GonjeFare. As 'tis ſaid of Epinrenides, 
that he always Prophefted of things paſt. I have 
lately ſeen a ras Sees of abont thir- 
ty, years of Age, who has no fign of any Genital 
Partsz he has three holes by which he inceſſants 
Ly; voids: his Water, he is Bearded, has defire;, 
and covets- the ſociety of 'Women. Thoſe that 
we call Moyſters, are not' foto God, who ſees 
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Immenſity ofthis Work,the infiaue Forms 
thati he has comprehended: therein. And it is.to 

be believed; that this Figure which:does aſtoniſh: 

us, has relation to ſome other: Figure of the: 

ſame kind unknown -to man. From his all Wiſe . 

dom nothing but good, common,. and regular 
proceeds'z but we: do- not:diſcern the Diſpoſli- 

tion and Relation. 20d crebro videt,non mira- Cicers,' de 
tur, etiameſi, cur fiat neſcit. nod ante non videt, Pivind.2. 
id, ſi evenevit, oftentunt efſe cenſet. What he often: 
ſees he does not admire, though he be ignorant how. 
it-comes to paſs. But when a thing. happens he ne- 
ver ſaw before, that he looks upon as a Portent. 
Whatever falls out contrary to. Cuſtom, we ſay 
is contrary to Natare, but:notbing, whatever it 
be, is- contrary to:her, Let therefore- this uni- 
verfal- and natural Reaſon expell: the: Errour. 
and Aſtoniſhment that Novelty brings along 
with it. 


hat 


CHAP. XXXI, 
Of Anger. 


Pres 1s; admirable throughout z but eſpe- fl "I f FE | 
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cially where he judges of humane Adions ; 
the: fine things he ſays,-in'compariſon: of Lycar-: 
gw and Numa, upon the. Subject: of: our. great: 
Folly in- abandoning] Children to the. Care. and: 
Government of- their: Fathers, are / very. cafily 


as: Ariſtotle ſays, leave, after the: manner.pf the 
| Cyclops, 
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Cyclops, to every one the ordering of their Wives 
and Children, . according to their -own fooliſh 
and indiſcreet Fancy 3 and. the Lacedemonian 
and Cretenſfan are almoſt the only Governments 
that have committed the Education of Children 
to the Laws. And who does not fee that in a 
State all depends uport their nurture and bring- 
ing up ? and yet they are left to the Mercy of 
Parents, ler them be as fooliſh and ill naturd as 


. they will, without any manner of Diſcretion, 


Amongſt other things, how oft have I, as I have 
paſt along the Streets, had a good mind to make 
a farce, to revenge the poor Boys whom I have 
ſeen flead, knock'd down, and miſerably abusd 
by ſome Father or Mother when in their Fury, 
and mad: with Rage ? You ſhall ſee them come 


out with Fire and Fury ſparkling 1n their Eyes, 


mm Pabie jecur incendente feruntur 
Precipites, ut ſaxa jugis abruta, quib#us mons 
Subtrahitur, clivoque latus pendente recedit. 


With burning Fury they are headlong borne 

As when great Stones are from the Mountains 
torn, 

By which the Clifts depriv'd and leflen'd are, 

And their ſteep fides are naked left, and bare. 


( and according to Hippocrates the moſt dange- 
rous Maladies are they, that disfigure the Coun- 
tenance ) with a roaring and terrible Voice very 
often againſt thoſe that are but newly come 


from Nurſe, and there they arelam'd and ſpoil'd 


with glows, whilſt our Juſtice takes no Cogni- 
| Zance 
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mon- wealth. 


| Gratumeſt quod patrie civen, populoque dediſti, 
$7 facis ut Patri# ſit idoneus, utilis agris, 
Utilis, && bellorum & pacis rebus agendis. 


It 1s a Gift moſt acceptable, when 

Thou to thy Country giv'{t a Citizen, 
Provided thou haſt had the knack of it 
To make him for his Countries Service fit, 
Uſefal raffiſt the Earth in her increaſe, 

And uſeful in Affairs of War and Peace. 


There 1s no Paſſion that ſo much tranſports mer 
from their right Judgments, as Anger. No one 
would demurr- upon puniſhing a Judge with 
Death who ſhould condemn a Criminal upon 
the account of his own Choler 3 why then ſhould 
Fathers and Pedants be any more allow'd to whip 
and chaſtiſe Children in their Anger ? 'Tisthen 
no longer CorreFion but Revenge. Chaſtiſement 
is inſtead of Phyſick, to Children; and ſhould 
we ſuffer a Phyſician, who ſhould be animated 


againſt and enrag'd at his Patient 2 We our + 


ſelves, to do well, ſhould never lay a Hand up- 
on our Servants whilſt our Anger laſts : whilſt 
the Pulſe beats, and that we feel an Emotion in 
our ſelves, let us defer the-Buſineſs; things will 
indeed appear otherwiſe to: us when we are 
calm and cool. Tis then Paſſion that commands, 
'tis then Paſſion that ſpeaks, and not we. Faults 
{cen through Paſſion are magnified, and appear 

Rr much 
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zance of it 3 as if theſe maims and diſlocations 
were not executed upon Members of. our Com- 
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much greater to us than they really are, as Bodie 
do being ſeen through a Miſt. Who is hungry 
uſes Meat, but he that will make uſe of Corre. 
Ction ſhould have no appetite neither of Hunger 
or Thirſt to it. And moreover, Chaſtiſements 
that are inflicted with weight and diſcretion, 
are much better receiv'd, and with greater be. 
nefit by him who ſuffers. Otherwiſe he will 
not think himſelf juſtly condemn'd by a man 
tranſported with anger and fury, and will al- 
ledge his Maſter's exceſſive Paſſion, his inflam'd 
Countenance, his unwonted Oaths, his Emoti- 
on and precipitous Raſlineſs, for his own juſtifi- 
cation. | 


Ora tument ira, nigreſcunt ſanguine venge, 
Lumina Gorgoniao, ſevins igne micant. 


Their Faces ſwell, and Veins grow black with ire, 
And their Eyes ſparkle with Gorgonian Þ ire. 


Suetonins reports, that Cairns Rabirizs having 
been condemn'd by C2ſar, the thing that moſt 
prevail'd upon the People rn had ap- 
peal'd) to determine the Cauſe in his favour, 
was, the animoſity and vehemency that Ceſar had 
manifeſted in that Sentence. Saying is one thing 
and Doing is another ; we are diſtinly to con- 
ſider the Sermon and the Preacher. Theſe men 
took a pretty Buſineſsin hand, who in our Times 
haveattempted to ſhake the Truth of our Church 
by the Vices of her Miniſters; ſhe extracts her 
Teſtimony elſewhere. 'Tis a fooliſh way of Ar- 
guing, and that would throw all things into 
confuſion. 
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have falſe Opinions, and wicked m 


ſelf. He inſpires you not with Courage, for 
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Truth, nay, though he believe it not himſelf. 
'Tis doubtleſs a fine Harmony when doing and 
ſaying go together 3 and I will not deny but X) 
that Saying, when the AQtions follow,are of great- 

er Authority and Efficacy, as Eudamidas (aid, 
hearing a Philoſopher talk of Military Afﬀairs 3 
Theſe things are finely ſaid,but he that ſpeaks there 

is not to be believed, for his Ears have never been 

uſed to the ſound of the Trumpet. And Cleomenes, X) 
hearing an Orator declaming upon Valour, burſt 

out into Laughter, at which the other being an- 

gry, T ſhould, ſaid he to him, do the ſame if it 

were a Ywallow that ſpoke of this ſubjeF, but if it 

were an Eagle T ſhould willingly hear him. I per- + 
ceive, methinks, in. the Writing of the Ancients, 

that he who ſpeaks what he thinks, ſtrikes much 
more home than he that only difſembles. Hear 

but Cicero ſpeak of the love of Liberty : Hear 
Brutus ſpeak of it, his very writings ſound that 

this man would purchace it at the price of his 

Life. Let Czcero, the Father of Eloquence, treat + 7d 1 
of the contempt of Death, and let ; do the | 
ſame 3 the firſt does languiſhingly draw] it out, 
ſo that you perceive he would make you reſolve 
upon a thing on which he 1s not reſoly'd him- 


Cenſure 
, : of Cicero 
he himſelf has none; the other animates and and Sene- + 


enflames you. I never read Author, even of 
thoſe who treat of Virtue, and of Actions, that 
I do not curiouſly exatnine what a kind of man 


5m erErns——_ 


he was himſdlf. For the Ephori at Sparta, ſecing a « 
| Rr 2 diſlolute 


for Anger 
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pos * of Anger. A Slave of his, a vicious, ill conditi- 
reproxct'd on'd Fellow, but that had had the Precepts of 


. Seigneur de. Montajgne's Eſſays. '- Book I, 
difſalute Fellow.. propoſe a wholeſome advice 
to the People, commanded him to hold his peace, 
and. intreated a virtuous man to attribute to 
himſelf the Invention, and to propoſe it. Ply. 
tarch's Writings, if well underſtood, ſufficient] 
{peak their Author 3 and ſo that I think I know 
him even into his Soul, and yet I could wiſh 
that we had ſome fuller account of his Lite: and 


.am thus far wandred from my Subject, upon the 


account of the Obligation I have to Alas Gel- 
lizs, for having left us in Writing this Story of 
his Manners, that brings me back to my Subje& 


Gd OT Los 


by a Slave Philoſophy often ringing 1n his Ears, having for 
of his, 


ſome Offence of his been ſtript by Plutarch's 
Command, whilſt he was whipping, mutterd at 
firſt, that it was without cauſe, and that he had 


done nothing to deſerve it; but at laſtfalling in 


good earneſt to exclaim againſt, and to rail at 


his Maſter, he reproach'd him, that he -was no 
Philoſopher, as he had boaſted himſelf to be : 
that he had often heard him ſay it was indecent 


to be angry, nay, had writ a Book to that pur- 


poſe; and that the cauſing him to be ſo cruelly 
beaten in the height of his Rage, totally gave 


the Lye to all his Writings. To which Plutarch 


calmly and coldly anſwer'd, How, Rvffran, ſaid ſaid he, 
By what doſt thor judge that I amnow angry,does 


' either my Face, my Colour, or my Voice give any 


manifeſtation of my beirg avor'd 2 I do not think 


my Eyes look fierce, that my Countenance appears - 


troubled, or that my Vaice is dreadful; am I red, 
do 


miy 
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him, Ply on thy Work, faid he, whilſt this Gentle- 
man and I diſpute. This 1s the Story. - © 
Archytas Tarentinws, returning from a War 
wherein he had been Captain Gezeral, tound all 
things 1n his Houſe 1n very great diforder, and 
his Lands quite out of Tillage, through the 11 
Husbandry of his Receiver, whom having caus'd 
to be call'd to him, Co, faid he, if [ were not in 
Anger, I would ſoundly drubb your ſides. Plato 
likewiſe being highly offended with one'of his 
Slaves, gave Sperſippus order to chaſtize him, 
exculing himſelf from doing it becauſe he was 


in Anger. And Carillas, a Lacedemoniar, to a 


Helot, who carried himſelt ſo infolently and au- 
daciouſly towards him 3 By the Gods, faid he, 
if I was not angry, I would immediataly cauſe thee 
to be put to Death, *Tis a Paſſion that is pleas'd 
with, and flatters it ſelf. How oft, being mov'd 
under a falſe cauſe, if thePerſon offending makes 
a good Defence, and preſents us with a juſt ex- 
caſe, are we vext at Truth and Innocence it ſe]t 2 
In proof of which,l remember a marvellous Ex- 


613+ 
do I foam, does any Word eſcape my Lips I ought | 
to repent? Do |[ ſtart 2 Do [ tremble with Fury? 
For thoſe I tell thee are the true ſigns of Anger. 
And ſo — the Fellow that was whipping 
Wy 


That Cor- 
reion n2- 
ver ought 
to be given 


in Anger. 


ample of Antiquity. Piſs, otherwiſe a Man of x xn 0 


very eminent Virtue, being mov againſt a Soul- 


dier of his,for that returning alone from Forrage, 


he could give him no account where he had left 
a Companion of his, took it for granted, that he 
had kill'd him, and preſently condemn'd him to 
Death. He was no ſooner mounted upon the 
Rr3 CGibbet, 


G14 


Gibbet, but behold his wandring Companion 
' arrives, at which all the Army were exceedingly 
glad, and after many embraces of the two Com- 
rades, the Hangman carried both the one and 


the other into Piſo's Preſence, all the Afliſtants 


believing it would be a great Pleaſure even to 
him himſelf; but it prov'd quite contrary 3 for 
through ſhame and ſpite, his Fury, which was not 
yet cool, redoubled ; and by a ſubtlety which 
his Paſſion ſuddenly ſuggeſted to him, he made 
three Criminal for having found one innocent, 
and caus'd them all to be diſpatch : The firſt 
Souldier, becauſe Sentence had paſsd upon him ; 
The ſecond, who had loſt his way, becauſe he was 
the Cauſe of his Companions Death 3 and the 
Hangman, for not having obey'd the Order bad 


« been given him. Such as have had to do with 


teſty znd obſtinate Women, may have experi- 
mented into what a Rage it puts them, to oppoſe 
Silence and Coldneſs to their Fury, and that a 


«<2, man diſdains to nouriſh their Anger. The Ora- 
*/ tor Celizs was wonderfully cholerick by Nature, 


and to one who ſap'tin his Company, a man of 
a gentle and ſweet Converſation, and who, that 
he might not move him, approv'd and conſented 
to all he ſaid ; he, impatient that his 11] Humour 
ſhould thus ſpend it (elf without aliment 3 For 


the Iove of the Gods deny me ſomething, ſaid he, 


1624 we may be two, Women in like manner are 
only angry, that others may be angry again, in 
imitation of the Laws of Love. Phocior, to one 
that interrupted his ſpeaking by injurious and 
very opprobrious Words, made no other — 

than 
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than filence, and to give him full liberty and 
Jcifure to vent his ſpleen 3 which he having ac- 
cordingly done, and the ſtorm blown over, 
without any mention of this diſturbance, hepro- 
ceeded in his Diſcourſe where he had left off 
before. No anſwer can nettle a man like ſuch a 
Contempt. Of the moſt cholerick man in France, 
( anger 1s always an imperte&ion, but more ex- | a. fs, 


cuſable in a Souldier, for in that trade it-can- 
not ſometimes be avoided) I muſt needs ſay, that 
he is often the moſt patient man that I know,and 
the moſt diſcreet in bridling his Paflions; which 
riſes in him with fo great Violence and Fury, 


——maguo veluti cum flamma Sonore AEneid.Ln. 
Virgea ſuggeritur coſtis undantis aheni, 

Exultanque eſtn latices, furit intus aqua. 

Fumnidas, atque alte ſpunis exuberat ammir, 

Nec jam ſe capit unda, volat vapor ater ad aur, 


As when into the boyling Caldron's fide 

A crackling flame of Bruſh-wood is apply'd, 
The bubbling Liquor there like ſprings areſeen 
To ſwell, and foam to higher Tides within, 
Untill it does to overflowing rife, 

And a fuliginous Vapour upward flies, 


no Paſſion which I could with fo much Violence | | > 


to my ſelf attempt to cover and conceal. I would 8 + 
ka oo 


it colts him to do no worſe. Another boaſted | 
Rra4 himſelt 


{ue es oe 
* -V 
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himſelf to me of the regularity and ſweetneſs of: 
kis Manners, which 1s in truth very. ſingular ; 

to whom I replyed, that it was indeed ſome- 
thing, eſpecially in Perſons of ſo eminent Qua- Þ| a1 
lity as himſelf, upon whom every one had their Þ| ce 
Eyes, to preſent himſelf always well-temperd Þ ba 
2 a4 to the World; but that the principal thing was | 0 
F5 make Proviſion for within, and for himſelf; || p! 
and that 1t_ was not, in my Opinion, very well || 14 
to order his Bufineſs inwardly to grate himſelf, || 6 
which I was affraid he did, in putting on and || ti 
outwardly maintaining the viſor and regular |} 2 
x\ Appearance. Aman incorporates Anger by con- 
— cealing it,as Dzogemes told Demoſthenes, who, for 
ear of being ſeen in a Tavern, withdrew him- 
*ſelf into it. The more you retire, the farther 
you enter 1n. I would rather adviſe that a man 
{hould give his Servant a box of the Ear a little 
unſeaſonably, than wrack his Fancy to repreſent 
, , this grave and composd Countenance z and had 
A) ; rather diſcoyer_my Paſſions than brood aver 
- |thein army own expence 3 they grow leſs in ven- 
x) [ting and manifeſting themſelves; and 'tis much 
| better rheir point ſhould wound others without 
| 'than be turn'd towards our (elves within. Oz- 
; op 27a vitia in aperto leviora ſunt : & tunc pernicio- 
6 ee 5 fſawea, quunt ſimulata ſanitate ſubſidunt. All Vices 
[4 are leſs dangerous when open to be ſeen, and then 
20ſt pernicious when they Iurk under a diſſembled 
Ve 34% Temper. T admoniſh all thoſe who have authority 
,) to be angry in my Family , in the firſt place to 
- manage their Anger, and not to laviſh it upon 
every occaſion, for that both leſſens the m_ 

al 
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and binders the Effet. Raſh and cuſtomary cha- 
fog runs into Cuſtom, and renders it ſelf de- 
ſpisd 3 and that you lay out upon a Servant for 
a Theft, is ot felt, becauſe it is the ſame he has 
ſeen yot a hundred. times employ againſt him for 
having ill waſh'd a Glaſs, or ſet a Stool out of 
order. Secondly, that they are not angry to no 


purpoſe, but make ſure that their Reprehenſion | 


reach him at whom they are offended ; for or- 
dinarily they rail and bawl before he comes in- 
to their Preſence, and continue ſcolding an Age 
after he is gone 3 


Et ſecum petulans amentia certat : 
And petulant madneſs with it felf contends. 


they attack 'his ſhadow, and puſh the ſtorm in 
place where no one is Either chaſtifed or inte- 
reſted, but in the clamour of their Voice. I like- 
wiſe in Quarrels condemn thoſe who huff and 
vapour without an Enemy : thoſe Rodomorntades 
are to be reſery'd to diſcharge upon the offend- 
ing Party. 


Mugitus veluti cum prima in prelia taurus 
Terrificos ciet, atque iraſci in cornua tentat, 
Arboris obnixwus trunco, ventoſque laceſſit 


IFibus, & ſparſa ad pugnam proludit arena. 


Like angry Bulls that make the Valleys ring, 
Preſt to the fight, with.dreadful bellowing, 
Whetting their Horns againſt the ſturdy Oak, 
Who with their kicking Heels the winds pro- 
[ yoke, [- 
And 
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* thors An- 


\ And tofling up the'Earth, a Duſt do raiſe 
For furious preludes to enſuing frays. | 


When I am angry, my Anger is very ſharp, but 
withall very ſhort, and as private as I can ; [ 


geringreat Joſe my ſelf indeed in Promptneſs and Violence, 


and little 
Pccafionss 


but not in Trouble, ſo that I throw out all ſorts 
of injurious words at random, and without choice, 


*Ar a*x and never confider pertinently to dart my Lan- 


PI ——_  — 


pro | think it will deepeſt wound, for 
commonly make uſe of no other Weapon in 
my Anger than my Tongue. My Servants have 


a better bargain of me in great Occaſions than | 
- in little, the little ones ſurprize me 3 and the 


miſchief on't is, that when you are once upon 
the Precipice, tis no matter who gave you the 
puſh, for you always go to the bottom; the fall 
urges, moves, and makes haſte of it ſelf. In great 
Occafions this ſatisfies me, that they are ſo juſt 
every one expeas a warrantable Indignation, 
and then I glotihe my ſelf indeceiving their Ex- 
pectation ; againſt theſe, I fortifie and prepare 
my ſelf, they diſturb my Head, and threaten to 


* tranſport me very far, ſhould I follow them. I 


can eaſily contain my ſelf tram entring into one 
of theſe Paſſions, and am ſtrong enough when I 


expe them, to repell their Violence, be the 


cy3? a 


Cauſe never ſo great 5 but if a Paſſion once pre- 


poſſeſs and ſeize me, it carries me away, be it ne- 
ver ſo ſmall: which makes me indent with thoſe 
who may contend me, when you ſee me firſt 


| _ | moved, let mealone, right or wrong, I'll do the 
ſz) { ſame for you. The ſtormis only begot by acon- 


CUXTENCE 
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other, and are not born together. Let every 
ane > have his own way, and we ſhall be always 
x Peace. A profitable Advice, but hard to exe- 
3 I Bate. Somerimes alſo it falls out, that I put on a 
keming Anger, for the better governing of my 


ce, ders my Humours more ſharp, I ſtudy to oppoſe | 
n- them, a and will, if I can, order it-fo, that for the 
or Kare Ir may %e {o mach the leſs peeviſh and 
in f hard to pleaſe, as I have more excuſe and incli- 
/e Þ nation to be ſo, although I have heretofore been 
n | reckoned among(t thoſe that have the greateſt 
e Þ| Patience. A Word more to conclude this Chap- 


ter, Ariftotleſays, that Anger ſometimes ferves for | 


T 
» | Arms to Virtue and Valour. 'Tis likely it may ! 
| 


be ſo, nevertheleſs, they who contradi&t bim plea- | 


fantly Anſwer, that 'tis a Weapon of novel Uſe, 
for we move all other Arms, this moves us, our | 
Hands guide it not, tis it that guides our Hands, | 
it holds us, we hold not it. | 


S———— . — 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


Defence of Seneca and Plutarch. 


T5 familiarity I have had with theſe two 
Authors, and the aſſiſtance they have lent 
to my Ape, and Book, wholly compil'd of what 

I have borrowed from them, obliges me to eſ- 
pouſe their Quarrel, and to ſtand up for their 
Honour. As to Sexeca,among{t a million of little 
| Pamphlets 


619. 
znce of Angers, which eafily ſpring from one | | 


Its Houſe, without any real Emotiong As Age ren- | er RT: [ 
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Pamphlets that thoſe of the Reformed Religion 
diſperſe abroad for the defence of their. Cauſe; 
(and which ſometimes proceeds from ſo good x 
Hand, that'tis pitty his Pen is not employ'd in 
a better Subje&) I have formerly ſeen one, that 
to make up the Parallel he would fain find out 
betwixt the Ggvernment of our late poor King 
Charles the Ninth, and that of Nero, compares 
the late Cardinal of Lorrain viith Seneca, their 


| Fortunes to have both of them been the prime 


Miniſters in the Goverment of their Przncer, 
and their Manners, Conditions, and Deport- 
ments to have been very near alike : Wherein, 
in my Opinion, he does the ſaid Cardinal a 
very great Honour 3 for though I am one of 
thoſe who have a very great eſteem for his 
Wit, Eloquence, and Zeal to Religion, and the 
Service of his King, and think it was a happ1- 
neſs in an Age wherein he was ſo zew, fo 
rare, and alſo fo neceſſary for the Publick, 
to have an Eccleſiaſtical Perſon, of fo high 
Birth and Dignity, and fo ſufficient and ca- 
pable of his Place; yet to confeſs the Truth, 
I do not think his Capacity by many de- 
grees near to the other, nor his Virtue e1- 
ther ſo clean, entire, or ſteady, as that of 
Seneca, Now the Book whereof I ſpeak, to 
bring about his deſign, gives a very 1njurious 
Deſcription of Sexeca, having borrowed his 
Reproaches from Dior the Hiſtorian, whole 
Teſtimony I do not at all believe. For be- 


| fides that, he is inconſtant, who after having 


call'd Sezeca one while very. wiſe, and again 
| a mor- 
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4 mortal enemy to Nero's Vices, makes him 
dſewhere Avaricious, an Uſurer, Ambitious, 
Effeminate, Voluptuous, and a. falſe Preten- 
der to Philoſophy ; his own Virtue does ap- 
pear-ſo lively and vigorous in his Writings, and 
his Vindicarion is ſo clear from any of theſe 1m- 


en 


penſive way of living, that I cannot believe any 
Teſtimony to the contrary. And befides, it'is 
much more reaſonable to believe the Romar 


_ —— 


Ws 
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that he had deliver'd things otherwiſe than they 


really are, it had been no great reproach 3 for 
what 


putations of Riches, and any extraordinary ex- -Y 


ol! 
+ 
A 


Wo. + Story, as the Jadgment of the three beſt Cap- 
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what we have not ſeen, we are forc'd to recej 


from other hands, and take upon truſt, and I & 
hepurpoſely ſometimes variouſly relates the fame 


rains that ever were, given by Hanxibal ; "tis oh 
way in the Life of Flaminins, and another in 
- that of Pyz7h#s. But to charge bim with havity 
taken incredible and RR ble things for on 
TEnt pay, is to accuſe the moſt judicious Author 
« in the World of want of Judgment. And this 
ts his Example3 as, ſays he, when he relates that 
The Bow- A Lacedemonian Boy ſuffer'd his Bowels to be 
cl5ofa 74- torrt out by a Fox-cub he had ſtoln, and kept it 
Boy ror ſill conceal'd under his Coat till he fell down 


4, *outby a dead,- rather than he .would' difcover his theft, 


Fox<ub. x find in this firſt place this Example 1lI choſen, 
N *f4.: ;foraſmuch as it 1s very bard to limit the Pow: 
er of the Faculties of the Soul, whereas we have 

-- | better. Authority to limit, and know the force 


of the bodily Limbs 3 and therefore, if I had 
been as he,” I ſhould rather have choſen an 
Example of this ſecond fort 3 and there are 
that are lefs credible : and amongſt others, 
- that which he relates of Pyrrhas , that all 
wounded as he. was, he ſtruck one of his 
Enemies who was arm'd from Head to Foot, 
ſo great a blow with his Sword, that he clave 
him down from his Crown to his ſeat.ſo that the 
Body was divided into two parts. In this Exam- 
ple 1 find no great Miracle, nor do not admit of 
the Salvo with which he excuſes Plyt arch. to 
have added this Word (5 'tis ſaid) to ſuſpend 
our Belief ; for unleſs it be in things received 


by 
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py - 
got 3 
ted, 
ſelv' 


aid 
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ecenljby Authority, and the reverence to Antiquity 
I Gor Religion, he would never have himſelf admit- 
ted, or enjoyned us things incredible in them- 
pg ves to believe; and that this Word ( as *tis I j 
ſaid) is not put in this place to that effec, is lt 
aſie to be ſeen, becauſe he elſewhere relates to 
wing us, upon this Subje&, of the Patience of the x <q Aac:;.| 
cur. Lacedemonian Children, Examples happening 1n The Pati- . 
they his Time, more unlikely to prevail upon our ence ofthe 
this] Faith 5 as what Cicero alſo has teſtified before jy; chi | 
tha {| him, as having, as he ſays, been upon the Place: dren. 
\ be that even to their Times there were Children ©) 
tir | found, who, 1n the tryal of Patience they were. + 
put to before the Altar of Diana, ſuffered them- 
ef | {elves tobe there whip'd till the Blood rundown 
n, | all over their Bodies, not only without crying 
y. 4 out, but without ſo much as a Groan, and ſome 
re 8 till they there voluntarily loſt their Lives : and 
© | that which Plutarch alſo, amongſt an hundred =) 
4 8 other Witneſſes, relates, that at a Sacrifice, a bur- 
1 | ning Coal being fall'n into the ſleeve of a Lace- 
demonian Boy, as he was cenſing, he ſuffered his 
whole Arm to be burn'd, till the ſmell of the 
broyling fleſh was perceivd by the Aſſiſtants. . 
There was nothing, according to their Cuſtow, 
wherein their Reputation was more concerned, 
nor for which they were toundergo more blame Thievery 
and diſgrace, than in being taken in Theft, I 90s © 
am ſo fully ſatisfied of the greatneſs of thoſe Peo- ran. | 
ples Courage, that his ſtory does not only not 
appear to me, as to Bodinws, incredible 3 but I 
do not find it ſo much as rare and ſtrange. The 
' Spartan Hiſtory is full of a thouſand more _— 
| an 


1, 


bk. Peaſant. - 
a 4 4 "* 


|, Epicarise 


G24 
; and rare examples 3 and is indeed all Miracly 


Thievery 
very much 
ractic'd 
y the 
Egyptians, 


{ Foftitgde 
ofa Spaniſh, 
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1n Compariſon of this. Marcell;nzs, concerni 

theft, reports, that in his time there was no ſort 
of Torments which could compell the Egyptiang, 
when taken in the manner, though a People ye. 
ry much; addicted to it, ſo much as to tell their 
Name... A_'Spariſh Peaſant, being put to the 
W rack about the Accomplices of the murder of 
the Pretor Lncius Piſo, cried out in the height 


-* of the Torment,that his Friends {hould not leave 
-him, but look on in all aſſurance, and that no 


Pain; had the Power to: force from him one 


-word: of Confeſlton, which was all they could 


Death of 


get- the firſt day : the next day, as they were 
leading him a ſecond time to another Tryal, 
ſtrongly diſengaging himſelf from the Hands of 


his Guards, he furiouſly run his Head againſt. a 
Wall, and beat out his Brains. Epzchari, having 


tird and glutted the Cruelty of Nero's .Yeomen 


of the Guard, and undergone their Fire, - their 


beating, and their Engines a whole day together 


without one Syllable of Confeſſion of her Cor- 
ſpiracy; being - the next day brought again to 
_ the Wrack, with her Limbs almoſt torn to pieces, 
conveyed the Lace of her Robe with a running 
nooſe over one of the Arms of her Chair, and 
{uddenly flipping her Head into it, with the 
- weight of her own Body hang'd herſelf: who 
having the Courage to dye after that manner, is 
it not to be preſumd that ſhe purpoſely. lent 
her Life to the Tryal of her Fortitude the day 
| before, tomock the Tyrant, and encourage others 


to the like attempt? And whoever will m_—_ 
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ade | of our Argoulets of the Experiences they have Orlight- 
Ing | had 'in our Civil-Wars, will find effe&ts of Pati- ——_ 
tort Þ ence and Obſtinacy in this miſerable Age of ours, | 
7an;, | and among(t the ſoftand effeminate Rabble, wor- 
' Ve- | thy to be compar'd with thoſe we have now re- 
heir Þ lated of the Spartan Virtue. I know there have x &< $5, 
the ] been ſimple Peaſants amongſt us, who hive en- 
r of | dur'd the Soles of their Feet to be broil'd upon 
ght | a Grid-iroy, their Fingers-ends to be writhen off 
ave | with the Cock of a Piſtol, and their bloody 
no | Eyes ſqueez d out of their Heads by torce of a 
ne | Cord twiſted about their Brows, Sr they ; 
Id | would ſo much as conſent to ranſom. I have, ,- 
re | ſeen one leit ſtark naked for dead in a Diich, L) 
ll, f bis Neck black and {welld, witk a Halter yet 
ff about it, with which they had drag'd hin: all 
a Night at a Horſes Tail, his Body wounded in a 
hundred Places, with ſtabs of Daggers had been 
1 given; him, not to kill him, but to pur him to 
; Pain, and to afiright him: who had endurd all 
this, and'even to being ſpeechleſs and infenſible, 
relolv' d, as he himſelf told me, rather to dye a 
thouſand deaths (as indeed, as to matter of fuf- 
fering, he already had ) before he would pay a 
penny 5 and yet he was one of the richeſt 
Husbandmen of all the Country. How many 
have been ſeen patiently to ſuffer themſelves to 
be burnt and roaſted for Opinions taken upon 
truſt from others, and by them not art all un- 
» derſtood >? I have known a hundred and a women 
hundred Women ( for Gaſcony has a. certain vbſlinae. 
Prerogative for Obſtinacy ) whom you might 
ſooner have made eat Fire, than farſake an Qpi- 
Sl nion 
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nion they had conceivd in Anger. They are 
more exafperated by blows and conftraint. And 


he that made the Story of the Woman, who in 
defiance of afl Corteflion, Threats and Baſtine 
does,ceaſt not to call her Husband Jowzy Knave: 
and that being plung'd over Head and Ears in 
Water, could yet lift her Handsabove her Head, 
and make a fign of cracking Lice, fein'd a Tale, 
of which in truth we every day ſee a manifeſt 
image in the Obſtinacy of Women. And Obſt;- 
w#acy 1s the Siſter of Conſtancy, at leaſt in Vigour 
1 Stability. We are not to Judge what 1s poſ- 
ible, and what is not, according to what is 
credible and incredible to our Apprehenſion, as 
I have ſaid elſewhere: and it is a great Fault, 
and yet that moſt men are guilty of ( which ne- 
Veribeleſ I do not mention with any Refle&ion 
upon Bodirgs ) to make a difficulty of believin 
that in another, which they could not, or wou! 
not do themſelves. Every one thinks that the 
ſoyereign ſtampof. humane Nature 1s1mprinted 1n 
him, and that from it all others muſt take their 
Rule; and that all proceedings which are not 
hke his, are feign'd and falſe. Is any thing of 
anothers Altions or Faculties propos'd to him? 
The firſt thing he calls to the Conſultation-of 
his Judgment is his own Example ; and as mat- 
ters go with him, ſo they muſt of Neceſlity do 
with all the World befides. O dangerous and 
mtollerable Folly ! For my part I confider ſome 
men as infinitely beyond me, efpectally amongſt 
the Artitnmts ; and yer, though I cdleatly diſcern 
my inability to come near Gem by a' thouſand 
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paces, I do not forbear to keep them in fipht, 
and: to jadge of what does elevate them fo, of 
which I alſo perceive ſome ſeeds in my ſelf; as 
| alſo do of the extream meanneſs of ſome other 
Minds, which I neither am aſtoniſh'd ar, nor yet 
do mitbelieve. I very well perceive the turns * 
thoſe great Souls take to raiſe themſelves to 
ſuch a pitch, and admire their Grandeur; and 
thoſe flights that I think the braveſt, I could be 
glad to imitate, where, though I want wing, yet 
my Judgment goes along with them. 

The other Example he introduces of things 
incredible, and wholly fabulous, deliver'd by 


 Platarch, 1s, that Ageſtlans was fird by the Ephori 4y:ſitau 


for having wholly engroſsd the Hearts and At- 
fections of his Citizens to himſelf alone. And 


herein I do not ſee what (ign of Falfity is to be ating him- 


found : burſoit is, that Plztarch ſpeaks of things 


that muſt needs be better known to him than ofthe Peo- 


tous; and it was no new thing in Greece to ſee Pl 


. men puniſh'd and exil'd for this very thing of 


being too acceptable to the People, -witneſs the 
Oftraciſm and Petaliſm. There is yet in this 
place another Accuſation laid againſt Plutarch, 
which I cannot well digeſt ; where he ſays, that 
he has ſincerely coupled the Rorars with the 
Romans, and the Greeks amongſt themſelves : 
but not the Romans with the Greeks, witneſs 
fays he, Demoſthenes and Cicero, Cato and Ariſti- 
des, Sylla and Lyſander, Marcellus and Pelopi- 
das, and Pompey and Ageſilaus, ſuppoſing that 
he has favour'd the Greeks in giving them ſo un- 
equal Companions : which is really to attaque 
S\2 what 
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what in Plutarch is moſt excellent, and molt to || (4 
be commended. For in his Parallels (which | py 
the moſt admirable part of all his Works, and || ,, 
with which,in my Opinion,heis himſelf the moſt Þ py, 
pleas'd) the fidelity and fincerity of his Judge- Þ| 1, 
ments equal their depth and weight. He wa | G 
Philoſopher that teaches us Virtue. Let us ſee } ,, 
whether we cannot defend him from this Re- | þ 
proach of Falſity and Prevarication. All that I I , 
can imaginecould give occaſionto this Cenfure, | , 
is, the great and ſhining luſtre of the Rowan | ; 
Names which we have ſtill before us 3 it does || 1 
not ſeem likely to us that Demoſthenes could }| ; 
rival the Glory of a Conſul, Proconſul, and Que- 
for of that great Republick: but if a man conſi- 
der the truth of the thing, and the men in them- 
ſelves, which 1s Plutarch's chiefeſt aim, and more 
to balance their Manners, their Natures, and 
Parts, than their Fortunes I think contrary to 
Bodinus,that Cicero,and the elder Cato come ve- 
ry far ſhort of the men with whom they are 


compar'd. I ſhould ſooner for his purpoſe have 


choſen the example of the younger Cato com- 
par'd with Phoczar, for in this couple there would 
have been a more likely diſparity to the Romans 
Advantage. As to Marcellus, Sylla, and Pompey, 
I very well diſcern that their Exploits of War 
are greater and more full of Pomp and Glory 
than thoſe of the Greeks,which Plutarch compares 
with them : but the braveſt and moſt virtuous 
Actions, no more in War than elſewhere, are 
not always the moſt renown'd. I often ſee the 
Names of Captains obſcur'd by the —_— of 
OLNCT 
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other Names of leſs deſert 3 witneſs Labienas, 
Ventidius, Teleſinus, and ſeveral others. And 
to take it by that, were I tocomplain on the be- 
half of the Greeks, could I not ſay, that Camil- 
Iz was much leſs comparable to Themiftocles, the 
Gracchi to Agis, and Cleones and Numa to Ly- 
curgi ? But *tis folly to judge of things that 
have ſo many AſpeCts at own view. When Ply- 
tarch compares them, he does not for all that 
make them equal. Who could more learnedly 
and ſincerely have mark'd their diſtintions? Does 
he parallel the Victories, Feats of Arms, the force 
of their Armies conducted by Pompey, and his 
Triumphs, with thoſe of Ageſilazs? I do not be- 
lieve, ſays he, that Xenophon himſelf, if he were 
now living, though he was allowed to write what- 
ever pleaſed him to the advantage of Agelilaus, 
would dare to bring them into Compariſon. Does 
he ſpeak of parallelling Lyſander to Sy/la? There 
1s, ſays he, no Compariſon, either in the num- 
ber of Vicories, or 1n the hazard of Naval En- 
gagements,. &c. This is not to derogate from 
the Romans ; for having only ſimply namd them 
with the Greeks, he can have done them no 1n- 
jury, what diſparity ſoever there may be be- 
twixt them : and Plutarch does not entireiy ap- 
poſe them to one another, there is no preference 
in general, he only compares the pieces and cir- 
cumſtances one after another, and gives of eve- 
ry one a particular and ſeparate Judgement 3 
wherefore, if any one would convince him of 
Partiality, he ought to pick out ſome one of 


thoſe particular Judgements, or ſay in general 
| Sl: 
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chat he was miſtaken in comparing fuch a Greek 
to ſuch a Roman, when there were others more 
fit and better reſembling to parallel him to. 


—— 


CHAP. XXXII. 
The Story of Spurina, 


4-24 P Filoſophy thinks ſhe has not j}l employed 


her Talent, when ſhe has given the fove- 


reignty of the Soul, and the authority of re- 


which, they who judge that there is none more 
violent than thoſe which ſpring from Love, have 
this. Opinion alſo, that they ſeize both of Body 
2) and Soul, and poſſeſs the whole Man 3 ſo that 
even Health it ſelf depends upon them, and Me- 
dicine is ſometimes conſtrained to pimp for them. 
But a man might on the contrary alſo ſay, that 
the mixture of the Body brings an abatement and 
weakning) for ſuch defires areſubjett to Saciety, 
«and eapable of material Remedies. Many being 
determined to rid their Soul from the continual 
Alarms of this Appetite, have made uſe of Inct- 
ſton and Amputation of the rebelling Mem- 
bers. Others have fubdued their force and ar- 
dour by the frequent application of cold things, 
* as Snow, and Vinegar. The Sack-cloths of our 
Anceſtors were for this purpoſe, 'which is a 


| > {traiwing our Appetites to Reaſon, Amongſt 
vs; I 


Cloth woven of Horſes Hair, of which ſome of 


them made Shirts, and others Girdles to torture 
and corre their Reins. A Prince not long ago 
told 
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told me, that in his Youth; upon a ſolemn Feſti- 
val in the Court of King Frazcis the Firſt, where 
every Body was very finely dreſsd, he would 
needs put on his Father's Hair Shirt, which was 
ſtill kept in the Houſe 3 but how great ſoever 
his Devotion 'was, he had not patience to wear 
it till Night, and was ſick a long time after, ad- 
ding withall, that he did not think there could 


be any youthful heat ſo fierce that the uſe of 


this Receipt would not mortifie, and yet per- 
haps he never eſlay'd the moſt violent 3 for Ex- 
perie:ice (hews us, that ſuch Emotions are often 
Fen under rude and ſlovenly Cloths, and that a 


in the deſpite of his Reaſon and philoſophical 
Rules, his. unruly fleſh began to mutiny, he 
caus'd thoſe Members of his to be burn'd that 
he found conſenting to this Rebellion, Where- 


as the Paſſions which wholly reſide in the Soul, | 
as Ambition, Avarice, and the reſt, find the, 


Reaſon much more todo, becauſe it cannot there 
be relieved but by its own means 3 neither are 
thoſe Appetites capable of Saciety, but grow 
ſharper, and encreaſe by Fruition. The fole Ex- 
ample of Julius Ceſar may ſufhze to demonſtrate 
to us the diſparity of theſe Appetites 3 for ne- 


ver.was Man more addicted to amorous Delights . 
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than he :. Of which, the delicate Care he had of [ti 
his Perſon, to that degree of Effeminacy, as to 
ſerve: himſelf with the: moſt laſcivious means to 
that end, as to have the Hairs of his Body twitch'd 
off bye places, and farded all over with Perfumes 
with the extreameſt curioſity, is one Teſtimony, 
and he was a Beautiful Perſon in himſelf, of a 
fair Complexion, tall, and ſpritely, full facd, 
with quick hazel Eyes, if we may believe Sne- 
tonic ; for the Statues that we fee at Roxze do 
not 1n all pointsanſwer this Diſcription. Beſides 
his Wives, which he four times changed, with- 
our reckoning the Amours of his Child-hood 
with Nicoredes King of Bithynia ; he had the 
Maidenhead of the Renowned Cleopatra, Queen 
of it: gypt ; witneſs the little Ceſario: that he had 
by her. He alſo made Love to Exroe, Queer of 
Mauritania, and at Rome, to Poſthumia, ,the 
Wite of Servizs Sulpitizs, to Lolka, the Wife of 
Galinizs, to Tortulla, the Wife of Craſſas, and 
even to Mytia, Wife to the Great Pompey: 
which was the Reaſon the Roman Hiſtorians ſay, 
that ſhe was repudiated by her Huſband, which 
Platarth confeſles to be morethan he knew. And 
the Cxrivs, both Father and Son, afterwards re- 


. Proach'd Pompey , when he married Ceſar's 
.Daughter, that he had made himſelf Son-in-law 


to a man who had made him Cuckold, and one 
that he himſelf was wont to call Xgyſtus. Beſides 
all theſe, he entertain'd Servilia, Cato's Siſter, and 
Mother to Marcus Brutus, from whence every 
one belicyes the great afieion he had to Bru-. 
t#5 div procecd, by reaſon that he was born in 
a tyo0 


.of 


HIP 
It 
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z time when it was likely he might be his. So 
that I have reaſon, methinks, to take him for a 


aun extreamly given to this Debauch, and of a 
very amorous Conſtitution. But the other Pafſi- 
oof Ambition, with which he was exceeding- 


ly infeQed, ariſing in-him to. contend with the 


here calling to mind Mahomet, who won Cor 
ftantinople, and totally exterminated the Greciars 
Name; I do not know where theſe two Paſſi- 
ans were ſo evenly balanc'd, equally an indefa- 


tigable -Lecher and  Souldier , but where they 
both ,meet in his Life, and juſtle one another, 
the quarrelling Ardour always gets the better of 
the-amorous 'Pafhon. And this, though it was 
out, of its natural Seaſon, never regained. an ab- 
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Ceſar very 


ambitious. 


former; it was ſoon ES to give way. And . 
4 


ſolute Sovereignty over the other, till he was : 


undergo the Fatigues of War,, What 1s related 
for a; contrary Example, of Ladiſ/aws King of 
Naples, is very remarkablez that being a great 
Captain, Valiant, and Ambitious, he propos'd 
to himſelf for. the principal end of his Ambirir 


on,.. the execution of his Pleaſure, and the eny_ 


Joyment of ſome rare and excellent Beauty. His 
death feal'd up all the reſt: for having by. a cloſe 
and tedious Seige reduc'd the City of Florence to 
ſo.great diſtreſs, that the Inhabitants were com- 
pel'd to Capitulate about ſurrender; he was con- 
tent to let them alone,provided they would de; 
liver up to him a beautiful Maid he had heard 
of in their City. They were forc'd to yield tojt, 
and by a private. Injury to divert the publick 
Ruin. 
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Ruin. She was the Danghter of a famous Phy.yrit 
fſician of his trme, who fmding himſelf involy;i[ aro 
In ſo foul a Neceflity, reſolv'd upon a high ae | yas 
tempt'3 for as every one was laying to a hand] yen 
to trick up his Daughter, and to adorn her with 
Ornaments and Jewels, to render her more 


able to this new Lover, he alſo gave her a Hand. 


kerchief moſt richly wrought, and of an exqui. 


fite perfume, (an Implement they never go with || da 
ont in thoſe Parts) which ſhe was to make we in 
of at their firft approaches. This Handkerchief || ly 
empoiſoned- with his chiefeſt Art,comming to be | al 
r1b'd between the chaf'd Fleſh and open Pore, || Þ 
both of the one and the other, ſo ſuddenly:in- || t| 
f1s%d the. Poyſon, that immediately converting | v 
their warm into a cold Sweat, they preſently dx || t 


(a cord + ed'in one anothers Arms. But I return to Cz/ar, 


His Pleaſures -never made him'ſteal one minute 
Fan hour, nor ſtep one ſtep afide from Occt 
Frons - that might any way 'conduece to his Ad- 
vancement. That Pafſion was ſo ſovereign in 
Him over all the reſt, and with ſo abſolute au- 
Hority poſleſt his Soul, that it guided him 'at 
. Pleaſure: In earneſt, it troubles me when ( as to 
every .thing elſe) I conſider the preatneſs of this 
Man; and the wonderful Parts wherewith he 
was endued, learn'd to that degree in all'ſorts of 
Kriowledge, that there is hardly 'any one'Sci- 
ence of which he has not written : He was fo 
pext an-Orator, that many have preferd his 
loquence to that of Cicero; and he, I conceive, 
did '\not think himſelf inferiour to him in that 
particular : for his two Azti-Catos were chiefly 


writ 
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%". {grit to counterbalance the Elocution that Cz- 

olytÞoro had: expended in his Cato. As to the relt, 

0 Af yas ever Soul ſo vigilant, fo ative, and ſo pa- 

hand tient of Labour as his ? and doubtleſs it was em- 

with] belliſh'd with many rare ſeeds of Virtue, I mcan 

Ire f nnate, and natura}, and not put on,” He was fin- 

and. gularly Sober, ſo far from being delicate in his 

qui-J Diet, that Opizs relates, how that. having one 

1th] day at Table Phyfical, inſtead of common Oy1, 

in ſome Sawce ſet before him, he did eat hearti- 

ly of it, that he might not put his Entertainer 

ut of Countenance: Another time he causd his 

Baker to be whip'd for ſerving him'with a finer 

than ordinary ſort of Bread. Cato himſelf was | {a:ar &#'} 

wont to ſay of him, that be was the firſt ſober man | 7M 
that ever made it his Buſineſs to ruin his Country. | 
And as to the ſame Cato's calling him one day 
Drankard, it fell. out thus. Being both of them 
in the Senate, at a: time when Catzlize's Conſpi- 
racy vras in Queſtion, of which Ceſar was tu- 
ſpected, one came and brought hima'Ticket ſcal'd 
up: Cato believing that it was ſomething the Con- 
ſpirators gave him notice of, call'd to him to de- 
liver it into his hand, *which Ceſar was con- 

| ſtrained to do to avoid farther ſuſpicion. It was 
by fortune a Love-letter that Servzlia, Cato's Si- 
ſter had written to him; which Cato having read, 
he threw it back to him, ſaying, there Drunkard. car cal- 
This, I ſay, was rather a word of diſdain and an- }<4 Pun 
ger, than an expreſs reproach of this Vice, as we | 
often rate thoſe that anger us with the firſt in- 
jurious words comes into our Mouths, though 


nothing due to thoſe we are offended at. To 
which 


which may be added, that the Vice which Cay 
{-- {c, Caſt in his diſh is wonderfully near a-kin to tha 
Venus ac-/ Wherein he had trap'd Ceſar 3 for Bacchus and 


Bacchus. 


ly agree 3 but with me Yer is molt ſpritely 
when I am the moſt ſober. The Examples of his 
o_ Sweetneſs. and Clemency to thoſe by whom he 
wards | had been offerided are infinite 3 I mean, beſides 
his Ene- thoſe he gave during the time of the Civil Wars, 
me which,as plainlyenough appears by his Writings, 
he pradtiſed to! cajole his Enemies, and to make 

them leſs affraid of his fature Dominion and Vi- 

cory. But I muſt alſo ſay, that if theſe Examples 

are not ſufficient'Proofs of his natural Sweetneſs, 

they at leaſt, manifeſt a marvellous Confidence 

and Grandeur:of Courage in. this Perſon.. He 

has often: been known to. diſmiſs whole Armies, 

after having overcome them, to his Enemies, 
without Ranſome, or deigning ſo: much as to 

| bind: them by - Oath, if not to favour him, at 
| (ao Ef x leaſt no'more:to bear Arms againſt him. He has 
| E. * three or four-times taken ſome of Pompey's Cap- 
| \ tains Priſoners, and as oft; fet them at Liberty. 
| Xc 7 .) Pompey 'declard all thoſe to be Enemies who 
| © *- aid nor-follow him tothe War, and he pro- 
claim'd all thoſe to be his Frierds who fate (till 
and did not actually take Arms againſt him. To 
ſuch Captains of his as run away from him to go 
over to the other fide, he ſent moreover their 
Arms, Horſes, and Equipage. The Ces he had 
taken by force, he left at full liberty to take 
which ſide they pleagd, impoſing no other Czar- 
riſon apon them but the memory of his — 
neſs 


636  Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſazr. Book [| hi 


companie} ex, according to the Proverb, do very willing. 


nels 


mily 
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neſs and Clemency. He gave ſtrift and expreſs 


Charge the day of his great Battel of Pharſalia, 
that without the utmoſt neceſſity no one ſhould 


ings, and *tis no wonder if thoſe in our Cv! 


eſtate of their Country, do not follow his Exam- 


appertain to Ceſar's Fortune, and to his admi- 
rable Fore-fight in the conduct of Afﬀairs. When 
I conſider the incomparable -Grandeur of his 
Soul, l excuſe Viftory that it could not diſengage 
it ſelf from him, even in ſo unjuſt and fo wick- 
ed a Cauſe, 

To return to his Clemency ; we have many 
natural Examples in the time of his Government; 
when all things being reducd to his Power, he 
had no more need todiſlemble. Caius Memmins 
had writ very ſevere Orations againſt him, which 
he had as ſharply anſwerd: yet did not ſoon af- 
ter forbear to uſe his intereſt to make him Cor- 
ful. Caius Caluns, who bad compos'd ſeveral 1n- 
Jjurious Epigrams againſt him, having employ'd 
many of his Friends to mediate a Reconciliation 
with him, Cz2ſar voluntarily perſwaded himſelf 
to write firſt to him. And our good Catullas, 
who had ſo rudely ruffled him under the name 
of Mamurra, coming to make his excuſes to him, 
he made him the ſame day fit at his Table. Ha- 
vi 


he Jid no more, but only in a publick Oration 
declare that he had notice of it. 


He alſo leſs 
fear'd 
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no. $ 1ay a band upon the Citizens of Rome, Thele, 
in my Opinion, were very hazardous Proceed- 


War, who, like him, fight againſt the ancient - - 


ple; they are extraordinary means, and that only | 


(@oaxs 


k- 


Intelligence of ſome who ſpoke ill of him, - 


T9 
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a Cc\F); feard his Enemies than he hated them. Sons (Wo 
Confpiracies and Cabals that were made againſt Ie! 
his Life, being diſcover'd to him, he farisfied 
$ himſelf in pobiiiving by Proclanaation that they 
0 were knowfi to him, withont further proſecy- 
| tirrg the Confpirators. 

amr As to the reſpet he had to his Friends: Caiw 
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Oppize, being with him upon a Journey, and $* 
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he had for himſelf, and lay all Night upon the 
hard Ground-in' the open Air. As to what con- 
cetns his Juſtice; he put a beloved Servant of || 
his to Death for lying with a noble Roma's 
Wite, though there was no complaint made, 
&%7 &) x Never had man more Moderation in his Vidco- 
ry, nor more Reſolution m his adverſe Fortune, 


| == Bur all theſe good Inclinations were ſtifled and 
| inzg {poild by his furious Ambition, by which he 
| <a fufferd himſelf to be fo tranſported and miſled, 


ARons, 


4) gmded the Rudder of all his Ations. Of a li- 


wicked and profligate Perſons in the World had 
been faithful in ſerving hint towards his Advance- 
ond would cheriþ and prefer then to the mt- 
, mroſt of bis Power, as neuch as the beſt of men * It 
intoxicated him with fo exceſſive a Vanity,as to 
dare to boaſt in the Preſence of his Fellow Cz- 
tizens, that he had made the great Common-wealth 
of Rome a Name without Form, and without 
Body 3 and to fay that his anſwer for the _ 
oul 
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ke 1d ſtand for Laws, .and alſo to receive the - 


ne Honours paid to him in his own Prefence. 


poil'd in him the moſt rich and beautiful Na- 


tuxe that ever was, and has render'd his Name 


CIW—_—— —— ——e tneaw et 


ominable to all 'good Men, in that he would 
ect his Glory upon the Ruines of his Coun- 


Body of the Senate comming towards him fiteing; 
ofuffer himſelf to be adord, and to to have di- 


To conclude, this ſole Vice, in my Opinion, « a <qz* 


try, and the Subverſion of the greateſt and 


moſt flouriſhing Republick the World ſhall ever 
ſee. 

There might on the contrary many examples 
be produc'd of great men whom Pleaſures have 
made to negle& the condutt of their Affairs, as 
Mark Anthony and! others 3 but where Love 
and Ambition ſhould be in equal Balance, and 
come to juſtle with equal Forces, I make no 
doubt but the laſt would win the prize. 

But to return to- my Subject; *Tis much to 
bridle our Appetites by the Diſcourſe of Reafon, 
or by Violence to contain our Members within 
their Duty : buttolaſh our ſelves for our Neigh- 
bours Intereſt, and not only to diveſt our ſelves 
of the charming Paſſion that tickles us with the 
Pleaſure we feel of being agreeable to others, 


| and courted. and beloved of every one 3 but 


alſo to conceive ahatred againſt the Graces that 
produce that effeft, and to condemn our Beau- 
ty becauſe it enflames others; of this I confeſs I 
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Eneid. Oualis gemma micet fyſoum que dividet auruy, 
lib. 10. Aut collo decus, ant capiti, vel quale per artem 


Incluſume buxo, aut Ericia Terebintho. 
Lucet ebur, - 


[ 
| 
4 
| 
| 

| 


As a Gem ſhines in yellow Gold enchac'd, 
On Neck or Head, for Decoration plac'd ; 
Or as by Art F'vry does luſter get 

In the Erician Terebinthss (et. 


| Spurinds ys being endow'd with a ſingular Beauty, and fo 
| * excellive, that the chaſteſt Eyes could not chaſt- 


| 


and disfigur'd,with many 

perfe& Simmetry and Proportion that Nature 

vy7 5 had fo curiouſly imprinted in his Face. To give 
A [4 J my free Opinion, I more admire than honour ſuch 
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Adions. Such Exceſſes are enemies to my Rules, 
The defign was Conſcientious and Good, but 
- certainly a little defe&ive in Prudence; What! 
if his Deformity ſerv'd afterwards to make others 
guilty of the Sin of Hatred, or Contempt, or of 
Envy, at the Glory of ſo commendable an AQi- 
on, or of Calumny, interpreting this Humour a 
mad Ambition! Is there any Form from; whence 
Vice cannot, if it will, extra@ occaſion to exer- 
ciſe jt ſelf one way or another 2 It had been 
: Inorg 
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exemplary Virtue. They who retire themſelves 


' of a Wife. And a man may more incuriouſly 


 deration is a Virtue that has more work than 


one” 


from the common Offices,from that infinite num- 
ber of Vice, and manifeſt Rules that fetter a 
man of exa& honeſty in the Civil Life, are in 
my opinion very diſcreetz what peculiar ſharp- 
neſs of Conſtraint ſoever they impoſe upon them- 
ſelves in ſo doing. 'Tis in ſome ſort a kind of 
dying to avoid the Pain of living well. They 
may have another reward, but the reward of the 
dithculty I fancy they can never have, nor that 
in uneaſineſs there can be any thing beyond 
keeping himſelf upright in the waves of the 
World, truly and exatly performing all patts 1 
of his Duty. 'Tis peradventure more eafie to | 5 [7 
live clean from the whole Sex, than to maintain | 


a man's ſelf exa&tly in all points in the Society 


ſlip* into want than abundance duly diſpenc'd. 
Cuſtom, carried on according to Reaſon, has E 
in it more of ſharpneſs than abſtinence. Mo- | fc \>& 


thouſand faſhions, that of Diogenes but one. 
This: as much excells the ordinary Lives in In- 
nocency, as the moſt accompliſtrd excell them in 
utility and force: 


Sufterance. The well living of Scipio has a x) 


BY 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


Obſervation of the means to carry 0n a War 
according to Julius Czar. 


—— ITS 


mory. | 
£ 8x; f;His Army, being m ſome Conſternation nipon 
N66 geop being in fre Contra 


2 quite cofitrary way to what we are usd " 
, 


Il } ha p. 34. Seignenur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
/ for he told them that they needed no more to 
trouble themſelves with enquiring after the En- 
mies Forces, for that he was certainly inforn'd 
thereof, and then told them of a number much 
ſurpaſſing both thetruth and the report that was 
rumourd m his Army; following the advice of 
Cyrus in Xenophon 3 toraſmuch as the impoſture 
is not of ſo great importance to find an Enemy 
weaker than we expeCted, than to find him real- 
ly very ſtrong, after having been made to be- 
heve that he was weak. It was always his uſe *: 
to accuſtom his Souldiers limply to obey, with- The Obc 
out taking upon them to controul, or fo much _ 
as to ſpeak of their Captains defigns 5 which he Souldicrs, 
never communicated to them but upon the point 
of Execution, and took a delight, if they diſco- 
ver'd any thing of what he intended , immediate- 
ly to change his Orders to deceive them 5 and 
to that purpoſe would often, when he had aſ- 
fgnd his Quarters in a place, paſs forward and 
. Jengthen his days wwarch, eſpecially if it was foul 
Weather. The Swiſe, in the beginning of his 
Wars in Gazl, having ſent to him to demand a 
free paſſage over the Rowan Territories ; though 
reſolv'd to hinder them by force, he neverthe- 
leſs ſpoke kindly to the Meſlengers, and took 
ſome refpite-to return an Anſwer, to make uſe 
of that time for the calling his Army together. 
Theſe filly People did not know how good a 
Huſband he was of his time : for he does often 
repeat, that it is the beſt part of. a Captain to 
know how to make uſe of Occafions, and his 
diligence in his Exploits are in truth unhewv#d of 
Te3 and 
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| a incredible. If he was not very conſcienti- 


I nn 


ous in taking advantage of an Enemy under co- 
q| Jour of a Treaty of Agreement, he was as little 


Fyrx.| in this, that he rTequird no other Virtue in a 
| Souldier, but Valour only, and ſeldom puniſh'd 
| any other Faults but Mutiny and Difobedience. 

He would oft after his Vicories turn them loofe 

to all ſorts of Licence, diſpenſing them for ſome 

time from the Rules of Military Diſcipline, ſay- 
ing withall, that he had Souldiers ſo well train'd 
| up, that powder'd and perfunvd, they would 
> ne run furiouſly to the fight. In truth he lov'd to 

'£ have them richly arm'd, and made them wear 

F) engraved, gilded, and damask'd Arms, to the 

end that the care of ſaving their Arms might 
engage them to a more obſtinate defence. Speak- 
ing to ther, he call'd them by the name of Fel- 
low-Souldiers, which we yet uſe 3 which his 

Succeflor Auguſius reform'd, ſuppoſing he had 

only done tt upon Neceflity, and to cajole thoſe 

who only follow'd bim as Volunters 3 


WE cans s ——— Rheni mibi Czar in undis. . 
| Dux erat,hic ſocins, facinus quos inquinat equat. 


Great Ceſar, who my Gen'ral did appear 

Upon the Banks of Khine's my Fellow here 
' For wickedneſs, where it once hold does take, 

All men whom it defiles does equal make. 


but that this carriage was too mean and low for 
the Dignity of an Emperour and _ General of an 
Army; and therefore brought up the cuſtom of 
calling them Souldiers only. With this Cours 
"9 "i = 


» Has . 
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\ that place where he ſpeaks of his Paſlage over 
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fie Ceſar mixt great Severity to keep them in 
awe. The ninth Legion» having mutin'd near to 
Placentia, he ignominiouſ]ly caſheer'd them, 
though Pompey was then yet on foot, and re- 
ceiv'd them not again to Grace till after many 
Sapplications. He quieted them more by Au- 
thority and Boldneſs than by gentle ways. In 


the Rhine towards Germany, he ſays, that think- | 
ing it unworthy of the Honour of Roxean Peq- 
ple to waft over his Army in Veſſels, he built 
a Bridge that they might paſs over dry foot. 
There it was that he built that wondertul Bridg, 
of which he gives ſo particular a Deſcription : onsroSout- | 
for he no where ſo willingly infiſts upon his diers be- 'Þ 
own Actions, as in reprefenting to us the ſub- wh of — [| 
tlety of his Inventions in ſuch kind of things. I impor- 
have alſo obſerv'd this, that he ſet a great value 
upon his Exhortations to the Souldiers before 
the fight 3 for where he would ſhew that he 
was either ſurpriz'd, or reduc'd to a Neceſſity 
of fighting, he always brings 1a this, that he had 
not ſo much as lieſare to Harangue his Army. 
Before that great Battel with thoſe of Tournay, 
Ceſar, ſays he, having given order for every 
thing elſe, preſently ran where Fortune carried 
him ro encourage his People, and meeting with 
the tenth Legior, had no more time to ſay any 
thing to them but this, that they ſhould remem- 
ber their wonted Valour, not be aftoniſh'd, but 
bravely ſuſtain the Enenues encounter 3 and be- 
ing the Enemy was already approach'd within 
a Darts caſt, he gave the ſignal of Battel 3 and 
Tt 3 GOING 


going fuddenly thence elſewhere to encourage 

, , Others, he found that they were already engag d. 
(@545/5 His Tongue has indeed done him notable Ser: 
— Bane a8 hoo onmen o _ ra = | 

vice upon ſeveral Occaſions, and his Military 
Eloquence-was 1n his own time ſo highly repu- 
ted, that many of his Army writ down his Ha- 
rangues as he Goke them, by which means there 
were Volumes of them collected that continued 

- a long time after him. He had ſo particular a 
Grace in ſpeaking, that they who were particu- 
larly acquainted with him, and Aug»ſizs, amongſt 
Others, hearing thoſe Orations read, could di- 


were none of his. The firſt time that he went 
out of Rowe with any publick Command, he 
arriv'd in eight days at the River Rhine, having 
with him in his Coach a Secretary or two be- 
fore him who were continually writing, and 
him that carried his Sword behind him. And 
certainly, though a man did nothing but in- 
tend his way, he could hardly have perform'd 
that Journey ſo ſoon. With which promptnelſs 
having been every where Victorious in Gay), he 
lett it, and following Pompey to Brunduſium, 11 
pron eighteen days time he ſubdued all [raly, return'd 
[| mbisE- from Brunduſmm to Rome, and from Rome went 
go PEO into the very heart of Spain, where he under- 
went extream difficulties in the War againſt 
Afranius and Petreizs, and in the long Siege of 
Marcelles ; from thence he return'd into Mace- 
donia, beat the Roman Army at Pharſalia : paſ- 
{ed from thence in purſuit of Poxepey into Egypt, 


:to 
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ſtinguiſh even to the Phraſzs and Words that 


which he alſo ſabdu'd 3 from /Zgypt he went - 


| Chap. 34. Seignzenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
into Syria, and the Territories of Port#s, where 
he fought Pharnaces ; from thence into Afﬀrick, 
where he defeated Scipio and Juba 3 again retur- 
ned through taly into Sp4ir,where he defeated 
Pompey's Sons. | | 


Ocior & cel: flammis, & tigride feta. 

Ac veluti montis ſaxums de vertice preceps 
Cum ruit quulſurs vento, ſeu turbidus imber 
Proluit, aut annis ſolvit ſublapſa vetuſtas, 
Fertur in abruptum magno mons improbus an, 
Exultatque ſolo, filuas, armenta, viroſque, 
Involuens ſecurs. 


Swifter than Lightning, or the furious courſe 
Of the fell Tigreſs when ſhe is a Nurſes 
And as a Stone torn from the Mountains crown. 
By ſome rough Wind thence tumbles headlong 
[ down 
Whether waſh'd off by Torrents of a Shower, 
Or loosd by Age's all-ſubduing Power, 
The pond'rons Maſs falls with a mighty force, 
And grazing here and there,does in its courfe 
Sweep all beforeit, Men, and Flocks,and Droves, 
And levels with the Earth oppoſing Groves. 


Speaking of the Sicge of Avaricum, he ſays, that 
It was his Cuſtom to be night and day with the 
Pzoneers. In all Enterprizes of Conſequence he 
ſtill diſcover'd in Perſon, and never brought his 
Army into Quarters till he had firſt view'd the 
Place. And if we may believe Szetorizs, when 
he reſolv'd to paſs over into England, he was 
the firſt man that ſounded the Patlage. He was 

Tt4 wont 
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tain'd by Counſel than Force. And in the War 
againſt Petreizs and Afranizs, Fortune preſen. 
ting him with an occaſion of manifeſt Advantage, 
he declind it, ſaying, that he hop'd with a little 
more time and leſs hazard to overthrow his 
Enemies. He there alſo play'd a notable part, in 
commanding his whole Army to paſs the River 
by Swimming, without any manner of neceſlity. 


h Lucan. = . , , 
© ::... — ——rapuitque ruens in prelia miles 


Ouod fugient timniſſet iter, mox uda receptis 
Membra fovent armis, gelidoſque a gurgite, curſ 
Reſtituunt arts. 


The Souldiers ruſb thorough a Paſs to fight 

They would have been affraid rave tane in flight 
Then with their Arms their wet Limbs cover ore, 
And their numm'd Joynts by running doreſtore. 


q @x:-Alex; I find him a little more temperate _and confide- 

| rate in his Enterprizes than Alexarder, for this 

| ſeems to ſeck and run headlong upon dangers, 

[ like an impetuous Torrent attacks and ruſhes 
againſt every thing 1t meets without Choice ar 
Diſcretion. 


s rar. Sic tauri-formis volvitur Aufidas, 
| 94%, 14- Qui regna Danni perfiuit Appuli 
Dum ſevit, horrendamque cultis 
Diluviem meditatur agris. 


Ws | [So the biforked Anfidas amain. 
RY Runs bellowing forth along th' Apuliar Plain, 
_* |, * When 
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'$®; | wont to ſay, that he-more yalu'd a Victory ob- 


bp (hip. 34. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
- ' F When he with rage, and ſwelling Floods 

| {_ abounds 
Threatning a Deluge to the tilled Grounds. 


0 _ — 


nſtitution, apt to puſh þim on to ſuch Extra- 
vagancies, which he alſo inflamd with Wine, 
from which Ceſar was very abſtinent : but where 
neceſſary occaſion requir'd, never did any man 
venture his Perſon more than he : ſo much that 


for my part, methinks, I read in many of his 


Exploits a determinate Reſolution to throw The grear 
himſelf away, to avoid the ſhame of being Reſolution 


overcome. In his great Battel with thoſe of Toyur- 


nay , he chargd up to the head of the Enemies cafions. 


without his Shield, as he was ſurpriz'd, ſeeing 
the Van of his own Army to begin to give 
ground, which has alſo ſeveral times befall'n 
him. Hearing that his People where beliegd, 
he paſs'd through the Enemies Army in diſguiſe 
to go encourage them with his Preſence. Ha- 
ving croſsd over to Dyrrachiun with very 
ſlender Forces, and ſeeing the remainder of his 
Army, which he left to Aztonizs his Conduct, 
ſlow in follpwing him, he attempted alone to 
repaſs the Sea in a very great Storm 3 and prt- 
vately ſtole away to fetch the reſt of his Forces, 
the Ports on theother ſide being ſerz'd by Pow- 
pey, and the whole Sea being 1n his RO 
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| And as to what he perform'd by force of hand, 


there are very many Exploits that in hazard 
exceed all"ihe Rules of War : for with” hoy 
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ſmall means did he undertake to ſubdue the f{ene 


Kingdom of Feypt, and afterwards to attaqueſjal 


the Forces of Scipio and Juba, ten times greater 
than his 2 Theſe People have'had I know not 
what of more than humane Confidence in their 

| Fortune, and he was wont to fay, that men myſt 
execute, and not deliberate upon Enterprizes, 
After the Battel of Pharſalia, when he had ſent 
his Army away before him into Aſa, and wa 
pag in one ſingle Veſſel the Streight of the 
elleſpont, he met Lucius Caſſius at Sea with ten 
tall men of War, where he had theCourage not 
only to ſtay his coming, but to ſtand up with 
him, and ſummon him to yield, and did his bu- 
ſineſs. Having undertaken that furious fiege of 
Alexia, where there were fourſcore thouſand 
men in Garriſon, and that all Gazl was in arms 
to raiſe the ſiege, having ſet an Army on foot 
of a hundred and nine thouſand Horſe, and of 
two hundred and forty thouſand Foot, what a 
Boldneſs and mad Confidence was it in him, that 
he would not give over his Attempt, and retire 
in two ſo invincible Difficulties? which never- 
theleſs he underwent: and after having won that 
great Battel againſt thoſe without, ſoon reduc'd 
thoſe within to his Mercy. The ſame hapned to 
-Lucullss at the Siege of Tigranocerta againſt King 
Tigranes, but the Condition of the Eremy was 
. Not the ſame, confidering the Effeminacy of 
thoſe with whom” Lycallzs had to deal. I will 
here 


mu 


and ſhere ſet down tworare and extraordinary Events. 
zard feoncerning this Siege of Alexia; one, that the ' 
Oy eaves having drawn their Powers together to 
the encounter Ceſar, after they had made a Gene- 
que ral muſter of all their Forces, reſolv'd in their 


ieir Jon. This Example of fearing being too many 
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wſt Jis new 5 but to take it right, it ſtands to reaſon £ S xx. | 


es, fthat the Body of an Army ſhould be of a mode- | 
ent Jrate greatneſs, and regulated to certain bounds, | 
va f both out of reſpect to the difficulty of provi- 

he I ding for them, and the difficulty of Governing | 


_— 


byt the number of good men that gives the Advan- 
tage : the remainder ſerving rather to trouble 
than aſſiſt. And Bajazet principally grounded 
his Reſolution of giving Tamberlaine Battel, con- 
trary to the Opinion of all his Captains, upon 
this, that his Enemies numberleſs number of 
men gave himaſlured hopes of Confuſion. Scan- X 
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derbeg, a very good and expert Judge in ſuch 55 
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That tear 


of 


matters, was wont to fay, that ten or twelve Men cauſe 
thouſand faithful fighting men were ſufficient to <nfulon. 


a oe Leader to ſecure his Reputation in all ſorts 
of Military Occaſions. The other thing I will - 
here record,which ſeems to be contrary both to 
Cuſtom and Rules of War, is, that Vercingentorix, 
who was made General of all the-parts of the 
, revolted 
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53x of. 'Tis what the Italians fay, when they would 
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, to do, who have acquird enough already. There } 


Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book hy 
revolted Gawle, ſhould go ſhut up him{dfilon 
Alexia: tor nts the == or a wholehuoe 
Country, ought never to engage his Perſon bullet! 
1n cafe - the F —o hare wt the only plaxſher 
he had left is in concern, and that the only hopellgea 
he had left was in the defence of that City;ſly Þ 
Otherwiſe he ought to keep himſelf' always aflnd 
Liberty, that he may have means to provide nfl 
general for all parts of his Government. ſer 

To return to Ceſar, He grew in time mor} at 
{low, and more confiderate,as his Friend Oppiufinf 
does witneſs: conceiving that he ought not e«-[;4 
fily to hazard the Glory of ſo many Vicorie, 
which one blow of Fortune might deprive hin 


reproach the raſhneſs and fool hardineſs of young 
People, calling them Biſognoſt @ hoxore, neceſſitow 
of Honour, and that being in fo great a want and 
dearth of Reputation, Show reaſon to. ſeek 
it at what price ſoever, which they ought not 


might reaſonably there be ſome Moderation,and 
ſome Saciety. in this Thirſt and Appetite of Glo- 
Ty, as well as in other things: and there are 
enow who practice it. He was far remote from 
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' the religious Obſervation of the antient Romans, 


who would never prevail in their Wars, but by 


dint of Truce, and fimple Valour ; and yet he 
was more conſcientious than we ſhould be in 
theſe days, and did not approve all ſorts of 


means to obtain a Victory. In the War againſt 


Arioviſtus, whilſt he was parlying with him, there | 


hapned a great tumult,which was occaſioned by 


| the * 


” | Fault of Ariaviſtus his*Lght- Horſe ,wherein, 
il iough Ceſar ſaw he had a very great Advan- 


'"0iefage of the Enemy, he would make no uſe ore, - 
buffet he ſhould have been reproach'd with a trea- \ 


Place therous proceeding. He. was always wont to 
Dopelgear a rich Garment, and of a ſhining Colour 
-1ty;F Battel, that he might be the more remarkable, 
'S URad better obſerv'd. He always carried a ſtri&- 
© Fer hand over his Souldiers, and kept them clo- 


org antient Greeks would accuſe any one of extream 
inſufficiency, they would ſay in common Pro- 
I rzerb, that he could neither read nor ſwim ; he 


Ks I was of the ſame Opinion, that ſwimming was of 


inf great uſe in War, and himſelf found it ſo, for 
uldY be g to uſe Diligence, hecommonly ſwam over 
02 J the Rivers in his way 3 for he lovd to march 
"4 J on foot, as alſo did Alexander the great. Being 
nd Yin Egypt forc'd, to fave himſelf to go into a lit- 
«kN tle Boat, and ſo many People leaping in with 
0 JF him, that it was in danger of finking, he choſe 
© F rather to commit himſelf to the Sea, and reco- 
dF} verd his Fleet, which lay two hundred paces off, 
- F holding in his left hand his Tablets,and drawing 
© F his. Coat-Armour in his Teeth, that it might 
| F not fall into the Enemies hand, by ſwimming at 
1} apretty advanc'd Age. Neverhad any Gereral ſo 
' | much Credit with his Souldiers : In the beginning 
of the C:vil-Wars, his Centurions offer'd him to 
find every one a man at Arzvs at bis own charge, 
and the Foot Souldiers to ſerve him at their own 
expence; thoſe who were moſt at their eaſe more- 


over undertaking todefray the moſt — 
c 
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ſer together when near an Enemy. When the x £2" —3 


T 
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Souldiers Example in our Civil War; for the French of hy 
Mercenarys Army laid owt Money out of their own Purſyſ® 


| ned in the War againſt Haznibal, that by th 


# 


The late Admiral Chaſtillion ſhewed us the like | 


| 
; 


to pay the Strangers that were with them. Therſſ® 
are but rarely found Examples of fo ardent anjfſ* 
ſo ready an AﬀeCtion amongſt the Souldiers of 
elder times, who kept themſelves ftrictly to ther 
Rules of War. Paflion has amore abſolute con # 
mand over us than Reaſon 3 and yet it has hap 


Examples of the People of Rozre, in the City, the 
Souldiers and Captains refusd their Pay in the 
Army, and in Marcellus his Camp thoſe wer 
brandedwith the name of Mercenaries who woul 
receive any, Having come by the worſe near 
Dyrrathiums, his Souldiers came and offer d them 
ſelves to be chaſtis'd and puniſh'd, ſo that there 
was more need to comfort than reprove them, 
Oneſingle Cohort of his withſtood four of Pom b 
pej's Legions above four hours together, till they ® 
were almoſt all kill'> with Arrows, ſo that ther © 
were a hundred and thirty thouſand Shafts found} 1 
in the Trench. A Souldier call'd Seeva, who * 
commanded at one of the Averres, invincibly , 
maintairyd his ground, having loſt an Eye, one} * 
Shoulder, and one Thigh ſhot through, and hb | 
Shield ſhot through im two hundred and thirty} * 
places. It hapned that many of his Souldiers be 

ing taken Priſoners, rather choſe to dye than 


26/3 Ci promiſe to take the contra! 7 fide. Granins Pe 
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FrO21M8, taken by Scipio in Af ick, Scipio haviny 
Put the reſt to death, ſent him word that he gave: 
him his Life, for he was a man of Quality, and 
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Geftor, to whom Petronixe ſent anſwer back, 


that Ce/ars Souldiers were wont to give others 
their Lives, and not to receive it, and immedi- 
tely with his own hand kill'd himſelf. Of their + 
Fidelity there are infinite Examples 3 amongſt 
which, that which was done by thoſe who were 


3, 


gainſt Pompey, Is not, for the rarity of an Ac- 


0Favins kept them cloſe beſieg'd 3 they within 
being reducd to the extreameſt neceflity of all 
things, ſo that tb ſupply the want of men, moſt 
of them being either {lain or wounded;they had 
manumitted all their Slaves, and had been con- 
ſtrain'd to cut of all the Womens Hair to make 
Ropes, befides a wonderful Dearth of Vidtuals, 
and yet continuing reſolute never to yield : Afﬀ- 
ter having drawn the Siege to a great length, 
by which OFavizs was grown more negligent 
and leſs attentive to his Enterprize, they made 
choice of one Day about Noon, and having firſt 
placd ghe Women and Children upon the Walls 
ts make a ſhew, fallied upon the Beftegers with 
ſuch fury, that having routed 'the firſt, ſecond, 
and' third Court of Guard, and afterwards the 
fourth, and all the reſt, and beaten them all out 
of their Trenches, they purſi'd them even to 
their Ships, and OFavizs himfclt was fain to fly. 


to Dyrrachium where Pompey lay. I do not at 
'preſent remember that I havemet with any other 


Example where the Befteged ever gave the Be- 
fieger a total Defeat, and won the Field 3 nor 
that a ſally ever arriv'd at the conſequence of a 


pure and entire Victory of Battel, CHAP. 


befieg'd in Salona, a City that ſtood for Ce/ar Fidel F 


CHAP. XXXV. 


of three good Women. 


Hey are not by the dozen, as every one 
: knows, and eſpecially _1n t fi yin the Duties of 
Marriage ; for that is a bargatn full of ſo many 

| nice Circumſtances, that 'tis hard a Womans Will 
ſhould long endure ſuch a reſtraint. Men, tho 
their condition be ſomething better under that 
tye, have yet enough to do. The true touch and 
teſt of a happy Marriage reſpeGts the time of 
T , their Cohabitation only,if it has been conſtantly 
{v£#4, mild, loyal,and commodicys. In our Age Women 

|| i commonly reſerve the publication of their good 
Offices, and their vehement affeftion towards 
their Huſbands untill they have loſt them, or at 
leaſt,till then defer the Teſtimonies of their good 
Will. A too flow Teſtimony, and that comes 
too late $'by wy Gey rather manifeſt that 
. they never lov'd them till dead. Their Life is 
nothing but Trouble, their Death full of Love 
and Courteſfie. As Fathers conceal their afie&tt F 
on from their Children, Women likewiſe con- 
ceal theirs from their Huſbands to maintain a mo- 
deſt Reſpe&t. This myſtery is not for my pallat; 
tis to much purpoſe that they ſcratch themſelves 
and tear their Hair. I whiſper in a Wayting- 
woman or a Secretaries Ear,how were they # how did 
they live together £ 1 always have that good Say- 
ing in my head, jaFartivs merent, que mines de- 
lent. T hey makethe moſt ado who are leaſt concern'd, 
The 


30 [Y, 


|. Tp 
X42 
OY 
= wa - 
9+ 


Chap. 35- Seignenr de Montaignes Eſſays. 


' andvain to the 


y "3 


, 70 


657 3 
Their whimpering is offenſive to the living, « (v&> £4 
IST: wie ola vilingiy gg 
them Teave to laugh after we are dead, provi-. : 
ded they will ſmile upon ns whilſt we are alive. 8 
Is it not to make a man revive in ſpite, that ſhe =) 
who Tpit in my face whilſt T was, ſhall come to 
kiſs my feet when I am no more.? If there be 
any Honovir 1n lamenting a Huſband, it only v3 P% 
appertains to thoſe who ſmil'd upon them whillt | 
they had them, let thoſe who wept during their 
Lives laugh at [their Deaths, as well ovitwardly 
as within. Moreover, never regard thoſe blub- 
berd Eyes, and that pittiful Voice-z - but conſi-  * 
der her Deportments, her Complexion, and the 
plumpneſs of her Cheecks under all thole for- 
mal Veils 3 'tis there the diſcovery 1s to be made, — | 
There are few who do not mend upon't, and x v ©*/--* 


eo =o ooo ———_—_——_ —_— — — — 


Health is a quality that cannot lye : that ſtarchd Þ.., 
ard ceremonious Countenance looks not ſo much 5) 
back as forward, and is rather intended to. get a 
new one than to lament the old. When I was a 
Boy, a very beautiful and virtuous Lady, who T) 
is yet living, and the Widow of a Prince, had I 
know not what more Ornament in her Dreſs 
than our Laws of Widow-hood will well allow, 
which being reproach'd withall as a great Tn- 
decency, {tie made Anſwer, That it was becauſe 
ſhe was reſolo'd to have no more Friendſhips, and 
would never marry again. \ 
T have here, not at all diſſenting from our Cu- 
ſtoms, made choice of three Women, who have 
alſo expreſgd the utmoſt of their Goodneſs and 
AfﬀeQions about their Huſbands deaths 3 yetare 
Un they 
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oy Fables of ariother kind'rhati are now in 
Uſe: and {© {evere, as will bardly be drawh'in- 
© kyitati6h ATE ion | 
** The younger Phyy hid near unto a Houſe of 

his in 1tzly a Neighbour who was exceedingly 
tormented with certam Ulcers. in his private 
Pars: His Wit: ſceing hin ſo long to lariguiſh, 


intreated "That he would give her leave to ſee, 
ind at leiſure to'confider of the conditiori of his 
Diſeaſe, atid that ſhe would freely tell him what 


ſhe Thought : This Permiſſion being obtain'd, 


Po P)) and ſhe havitip. curiouſly exaniind the Biſineſs, 


eziteh A of T: } 4 5 4 '# k — "_ = - 4 , PE 

' it impoſſible he could ever be curd, and 
at all he was to hope for or expet,was a great 

while to linger oiit'a painful arid miſerable Life; 


. 4rd therefore, as the moſtſure and ſovereign Re- 


MOG ENT a Tittle” tetider arid backward in fo 
de an Attempt: Do #0t think my Friend, (aid 


ty, relolutely adyisd him to kill himſelf. But 


Dieaſe; fear nothing, but | | 
pleaſure 3n this Paſſage, that is, to free us from ſo 
many Miſeries, and we will go happily together. 
Which having ſaid, and ronsd up her Huſband S 
Courage, the reſolv'd that they ſhould throw 
themſclves headlong into the Sea out of a Win- 
dow that lean'd over itzand that ſhemight main- 
tain to the laſt the loyal and vehement Aﬀeti- 
on wherewith ſtic had embrac'd him during 73 
bs Late, 


' Chap. 35. ' Stignear de'Montaigne's Efays, 659 
Fife, ſhe would yer have him dye in her Arms 3 


 teave their hold'1n the fall, and through fear, ſhe 


* men, and [their fortunes, have made many m1- 


ny Perſons they muſt otherwiſe have to attend 


bur for fear they ſhould fail, and left they ſhould 


tyed herſelf faſt to 'him by the waſte,and ſo gave 
up her own Lite to procure her Huſband's re- 
pofe. This wasamean Woman, and even amongſt 


that conditign of People, 'tis no very new thmg 
to ſee ſome rare Examples, of Virtue. ; 
- Et ———extrema per los Virg.Georgs 
- Tuftitia excedens terris veſtigia fecit. Ub. 2: | 


\. When, fromthe Earth Juſtice her ſelf bereft, 
She her loſt ſteps upon. ſuch People left. 


The other. two were noble and rich, where 
Examples of Vertue are rarely lodg'd. Arria, 
the Wife of Cecinna Petus, a Confular Perſon, 
was the Mother of another Arria, the Wife of 
Tharſea Petys, he whoſe Vertue was ſo renown'd 
in the time of Nero, aad by means of this Son- 
in-Law,, the Grand-mother of Fania : for the 
reſemblance of the names of theſe Men and Wo- 


ſtake. This. firſt Arria, her Husband Cecinna 5ye Story 
Petws, having been taken priſoner by ſome of ofthe 
the Emperour Claudius his People, after Scribo- Fam %... 
ianw his Defeat, whoſe Party he had embrac'd wife of | 
in the War, begg'd of thoſe who were to carry 7" 
him priſoner to Rove, that they would take her 
into their Ship, where ſhe ſhould be of much 


leſs charge and trouble to'them than a great ma- 


her Huſband, and that ſhe alone would under- 
U nu 2 teke 
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 Seignenr_de:Montaigne's Eſſays; Book II, 
take to. ſerve him in his Chamber, his Kitchen, 
and all other Offiges. But they refus'd her, where- 
fore ſhe put her {elf into-a Fiſher-boat ſhe hir'd 
on a ſudden, and in that, manner from Slavonia 
followed him. Being .come to Rowe, June, the 
Widow of Scribonianws, one day, for the reſem- 
blance of their Fortune,accoſting her-jn the Em- 
perour's preſence 3 ſhe rudely repulsd her with 
theſe words, I, ſaid ſhe, ſpeak to thee, or give ear 
to any thing thou ſayſt ; to thee in whoſe lap Scri- 
bonianus was ſlain, and thou art yet -aljves Theſe 
words, with ſeveral other figns, gave her Friends 
to underſtand that ſhe would undoubtedly dif- 
patch herſelf, impatient of ſupporting her Hus- 
band's Fortune. And Thraſea, her Son-in-Law, 
beſeeching her not to throw away herſelf, and 
faying to her, What? If I ſhould run the ſame 
Fortune that Cecinna has done, would you that 
our Daughter, my Wife, ſhould do the ſame : 
I ould I ? reply'd ſhe, Tes, yes, I would, if ſhe had 
liv'd as long, and in as good intelligence with thee 
as Þ have done with my Husband. Theſe Anſwers 
made them more carefu}] of her, and to have a 
more watchful Eye to her Deportments. One 
day,having ſaid to'thoſe that look'd to her; '7is 
fo much purpoſe that you take all this pains to pre- 
vent me 5 you may indeed make me to dye an ill 
death, but to keep me from dying is not in 


; your_power 3 ſhe ſuddenly furious ſtarted from 


a Chair wherein ſhe ſate, and with all her force 
ran her head againſt the wall, by which blow 
being laid flat in a ſwoon, and very much woun- 
ded, after they had again with much ado brought 

| her 
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her to her ſelf : I told you, faid ſhe, that if you 
refuſed me ſome eaſte way of dying, 1 ſhould find 
out another how painful ſoever. The concluſion of 
fo admirable a Virrue was. thus : Her Huſband 
P45, not having Reſolution enough of his own 


todiſpatch himſelf, as he was by the Emperour's 


cruelty enjoyn'd, one day amongſt others, after 
having firſt employ'd all the Reaſons and Ex- 
hortations which ſhe thought moſt prevalent to 
perſwade him to it, ſhe ſnatchd the Poignard 
he wore from his fide, and holding it ready in 
her hand, for the concluſion of her Admoni- 
tions, Do thus Pet», ſaid ſhe, and in the ſame 
inſtant giving herſelf a mortal ſtab in the Breaſt, 
and then drawing it out of the wound, preſen- 
ted it to him, ending her Life with this noble, 
generous, and immortal Saying, Pete non dolet. 
Petws, it hurts not 3 having ſtrength to pronounce 
no more but thoſe three never to be forgot- 
ten words. 


Caſta ſuo gladium cum traderct Arria Peto, Mart.lib.x, 
uers de viceribus traxerat ipſo ſuis : Epig, 14+ 


S7 qua fides, vulnus quod feci, non dolet, inquit, 


Sed quod tu facies, id mihi Pete dolet. 


When the Chaſte Arria gave the reeking brand 
That had new goar'd her heart to Petys's hand, 
Petws, the wound I've made hurts not, quoth ſhe, 
But the wound thou wilt make, 'tis that hurts me. 


The Action was much more noble in it ſelf, and 
of a braver ſence than the Poet could expres it 3 
for ſhe was ſo far from being deterrd by the 
uUnz3 Cru- 
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: Cniieley \of her /Hugbands \ hangs and Death, 


- this. bigh and courageous -Enterpraze for her 


Honour wouid. not {tay-this Neceffity,. but made 
«this 'purpole. Seneca, with -a calm-and -ſteady 


es diate Et. Bo 
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and ber own, that, ſhe had been the\Pramotref, 
and had'given the Advice : but haying.perfornid 


Husbands only -Convemience, {he had-even in 
the laſt gaſp of her -Life [no otherconcern bur 
for him, and of difpofieſiing him-of; the fear.of 
dying with her. Pet#s:preſently ſtruck himſelf 
to the Heart with the ſame Weapon, aſhanxd, I 
believe, ito have ſtood rin need of ſo dear:and 
pretious an'Example. 
Ponpeia Paulina, a young and very noble 
Roman Lady, had married Sereca-1n: his extream 


execute it within ſuch or ſuch a time,which was 
limited according to the mettle of their Indig- 
nation, to a ſhorter, or a longer - reſpite, that 
they might therein have better terſure*to difpole 
their Affairs, and ſometimes depriving them of 
the means of doing 1t by the'ſhortneſs of the 
time; and if the condemn'd ſeenrd unwilling to 
ſubmit to the Order, they had People. ready at 
hand to execute it either by cutting the Veins of 
the Arms and Legs,os by compelling them by force | 


to {wallow a draught of Poiſon. ButPerſons of 
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uſe of their. own Phvſieians and Chirurgeons for 


Coun- 
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; | Equntenance heard thei charge, and; preſently 
call'd for Paper.to write bis}, WRA.94 
by the Captajndeny'd,he turn'd him] rn, 
his Friends, ſaying to them, Szxce 1 canpet leave 
you any other Acknowledgment of the Obligation I 
have to you, [ leave you at leaſt the heſft thing I 


of have, namely the Image of my Life and Manners, 
Cf | which I intreat you to keep in Memory of mes that 
Jl ©: Jo doing you may acquire the Glory of ſincere and 
ad real Friends. And therewithall, one while ap- 

peafing the Sorrow he ſaw them in with gentle 
le Words, and preſently raiſing his Voice to re- 
mM prove them 3 What, ſaid he, are become of all ozr 
tO brave Philoſophical Precepts * What are become of 


b all the Proviſions we have ſo m4yy years laid up 


d elty, unknown to ws £ What could we expect from 
r | Sim who had murther d his Mother, and his Bro- 
O ther, .but that be ſhould. put his Governour to Death 
S who had nuuriſt'd and bred him? After having 
X {poke theſe Wards 1n general, he turn'd himſelf 
l towards: his Wife, and embracing her faſt in his 
- Arms, as.her.Heart and Strength failing her, ſhe 
f was ready to; fink down with Grief, he,beg'd of 
| her, -for his ſake, ,to bear this Accident with a 
| Jittle, more (Patience, telling her, that now the 
hour .was,come., wherein. he was to ſhew, not by 
Axgument.and Diſcourſe, but by effe&, the Fruit 

he bag. acquird. by his Studies, and that he real - 

.ly .embrac'd his. Death, not only without Grief, 
but, moreqver with exceeding Joy. - Wherefore 

;9 Aeareſt, ſaid he, do not diſhonour it with thy 

Tears, ithat it may not ſeen as if thou lovſt thy 

_—_Uu4 ſelf 
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againſt the Accidents of Fortune ? Is Nero's Cru-+ 
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felf more than my Reputation. Moderate thy Grief, 
aud comfort thy ſelf in the knowledge thou hat 
had of me and my AFions, leading the remainder 
of thy Life in the ſame virtuous manner thou haſt 
| hitherto done. To which Pazlina, having a little 
b- recoverd her Spirits, and warm'd her Magnani- 
| mity with the heat of a moſt generous Aﬀecion, 
reply'd, No Seneca, ſaid ſhe, I am not a Woman 
to ſuffer you to go alonein ſuch a Neceſſity: I will 
ot have you think that the virtuous Examples of 
your Life have not yet taught me how to dye, and 
. when can I ever better, or more decently do it, or 
| more to my own deſire, than with you 8 and there- 
fore aſſure your ſelf [ will go along with you. Se- 
eca then taking this noble and generous Reſo- 
lation of his Wite exceeding kindly at her hands, 
and alſo willing to free himfclf from the fear of 
leaving her expos'd to the Mercy and Cruelty of 
his Enemies after his Death: I have Paulina,faid 
be, ſufficiently inſtruFed thee in what would ſerve 
thee happily to live; but thou more covet ft I ſee'the 
Honour of dying: in truth I will not grudge it thee, 
the Conſtancy and Reſolution in our common end 
are the ſame, but the Beauty and Glory of thy part 
7s much greater. Which being ſaid, the Chirur- 
geons at the ſame time open the Veins of both 
their Arms,but being thoſe of Sexeca were more 
ſhrunk up, as well with Age as Abſtinence, 
made his Blood to flow too ſlowly, he moreover 
commanded themto open the Veins of bis Thighs; | 
and leſt the Torments he endur'd might ente- 
nerate his Wives Heart, and alſo to free himſelf 
from the Afiiiction of ſeeing her in ſoſad a Con- 
Sales dition, 


LIM 


| 
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dition, after having taken a very affectionate 
leave of her, he intreated ſhe.wonld ſuffer them 
to carry her into her Chamber, which they ac- 
cordingly did 3 but all theſe Inciftons being not 
yet enongh to make him dye, he commanded 
Statizs Annews,his Phyſician. to give him a draught 
of Poiſon, which had not much better Effect ; 
for by Reaſon of the weakneſs and coldneſs of 
his - Limbs, it could not arrive: at: his Hearr. 
Wherefore they. were forc'd toſuperadd a very 
hot Bath, and then”feeling his: end -approach, 
whilſt he had Breath, he continned excellent 
Diſcourſes upon the Subje& of his preſent 'Con- 
dition, which the Secretaries writ down ſo long 


-as they could hear his Voice, and his laſt Words 


were long after in high Honour -and Eſteem 
amongſt Men, and it was a great loſs to us that 
they were not reſervd down to our times. Then 
feeling the laſt pangs of Death, with the bloody 
Water of the Bath he bath'd his Head, ſaying, 


' This Water I dedicate to Jupiter the Deliverer. 


Nero, being preſently advertis'd of all this, fear- 


ing leſt the Death of Paulina, who was one of 


the beſt deſcended Ladies of Rowe, and againſt 
whom he had no particular unkindneſs, ſhould 
turn to his reproach, he ſent back Orders in all 
haſte to bind up her Wounds, which her Atten- 
dants without his knowledge had done betore 3 
ſhe being already half dead, and without all 
manner of Sence. Thus, though ſhe liv'd con- 
trary to her own deſign, it was very honourably, 


and according to her own Virtue, her pale Com- 


plexion -ever after manifefting how much Life 
was run from her Veins. Theſe 
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his Wife. 
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Theſe are wy three very itrye Stories, which 
 find-as.diverting, and as 'Lragick asany of thoſe 
we make of our own-Heads wherewnth to enter- 
tain the common People 3 and :-I wonder that 
they who are addifted to ſuch Relations, do nor 
rather cull .out ten thouſand yery fine Stories, 
which are:tobe found 1n very good Authours, 
that would {fave them the trouble of Inveation, 
and be more uſeful and diverting. And :who 
would make a Colle&ion of them, would need 
to add nothing of his own, but;the Connexion 
only, as it were the ſoder of another -Metalz and 
might 'by this means embody a. great many true 
Events of all ſorts, diſpoſing and .diverſifying of 
themaccordingastheBeauty of theWork:ſhould 
require, after the ſame manner almoſt as Quid 
has made -up his Metamorphoſis of the infinite | 
number. of various # ables. | 

In-theſe laſt couple this 1s moreover worth 
of Conſideration, that:Paulinavoluntarily offerd | 
toiloſe-her.Life-for the:lave, of, henHusband, apd 
that her Husband had formerly alſo forbore dy- 
ing for the love of-her. There is no juft coun- 
terpoiſe in: this exchange astous 3 but according 
to-his Stoical Humour, I preſume he thought [he 
bad. done as.much'for her, in. prolonging his-Lafe 
upon'her account, as if he had diet! for:her. In 
one of hisLetters:to:Lucilizs, after:heihas given 
bim .to underſtand, that being :ſeiz:d with Jan 
Ague in Rome, [he .preſently took-Coachto:;go |} 
to.a Houſe the had in the-Country, contrary:+to 
his Wives Opinion, who would by all means 
perſuade him:toiſtay : .and: that/he had:told _ 
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that. the .Ague he was ſeis'd with, was.not a_Fe- 


xer.of the Body, hutithe Place; it follows thus. 


She. let we go, \lays he, with giving me 4\ſlri 
barge of ey Health. \Now T,.mho knaw ao her 
Life .is involv'd in. mine, ' begin 40 make. «nuch.q 
my ſelf, that .1 . may preſerve her. Hnd;T loſe. 
provileage my Age has, given ee of. being. more con- 
ſtart. and reſolute.in,orany things 3 wher I call to 
mind, that in this old Fellow there;zs a young La- 
4. who is interafted in. his Health. And ſince 1 
carnot perſuade fer to, love me more, conurageouſly, 
ſhe = me more ſollicitouſly love my ſelf « for 
we muſt allow ſomething to honeſt Aﬀettions, and 
ſometimes, 4 occaſrons importune us to the 
contrary, we muſt. call back, Life, even though it be 
with Torment : we muſt hold the Soul faſt in our 
Teeth, ſince the Rzile of Living amongſt good men 


3s not ſo long as they pleaſe, but as long as they 


ought: He that loves net his Wife and. his Friend 


| ſo well as to prolong his Life for them, but will ob- 


ftinately dye, 4s too delicate. and, too effeminate : 
the Soul ow impoſe this upon it ſelf, when the uti- 
lity of our Friends does ſo require: we-mmuſt ſome- 
times lend our ſelves to, our Friends, and when we 


would dye, for our, ſelves, nmſt break that Reſoluti- 


or. for them. 'Tis a Teſtimony of. Grandeur of Con- | 


rage to return to fe for the Conſideration. of ano- 
ther, as many excellent, Perſons. have, done: and 
"tis.a.mark of fiuguler good nature to preſerve old 


Age ( of. which the greateſt convenience is the indif- 


ferency: of its duration, and a more ſtout and diſ- 


dainful uſe of Life ) when a man perceives that 
this Office is pleaſing, agreeable, and uſeful to ſome 


Perſon 
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663 Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Booky. | 
Perſon by whom we are very much belowd. And x 
man reaps by it a very pleaſing Reward for what 
can be more delightful than.to he ſo dear to” his 
Wife, as upon her account he ſhall become dearer to 
himſelf 8 Thus has my Paulina loaded ne not on- 
ly with her Fears, but my own's it has not been 
ſufficient to conſider how reſolutely T could dye, but 
1 have alſo conſider d how irreſolntely fhe would 

Z) | hear my Death. I am enforc'd to live, and fome- 

| Fimes to live is Magnanimity, Theſe are his own. 
Words, as excellent as they every where uſe 
to be. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 
Of the moſt Excellent Mer. 


3 2*C-: FF I ſhould be ask'd my Opinion and choice of 
all the men who have come to my know- 
ledge, I ſhould make anſwer, That methinks I 
| find three more excellent than all the reſt. One 
Homer. of them Homer, not that Ariſtotle and Varro for 
example, were not peradventure as learned as 
he ; nor that poſſibly Virgil was not equal to 
him in his own Art 3 which I leave to be deter- 
mined by ſuchas know them both, and are beſt 
« able to judge. I, who for my part, underſtand 
but one of them, can only ſay this, according to 
my poor Talent, that I do not believe the M#- 
ſes themſelves did ever go beyond the Roxzar. 


Tak 
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KN 4a a2 ; : »+* wo Fi , 

Tale facit carmen doGa teſtudine, quale oo wu 
Cynthins impoſitis temperat articulux. | 


to | Whilſt playing to his Lute, he Verſe doth 
on. | Ts like Apollo's Voice and fingering. | ſing, 


cn | And yet in this Jucgment we are not to forget , x 

but Þ that it is chic y from Homer that Virgil derives | © 
nd Þ| bis Excellence, that He is his guide and teachers | 

me- | and that the 1/;ad only has ſupply'd him with 

wn body and matter out of which to compoſe his 

uſe } greatiand divine ZEreis. 1 do not reckon upon 

that, but mix ſeveral other Circumſtances that 

render to me this Poet admirable, even as it were 

above Humane condition. And in truth. I often PX) 


5 no 


e | Governments, to carry on Wars, and to write 
Ir | either of Philoſophy: or Religion,of what Set (o- 
is f| ever, or of the Arts, having made ufe * him as 
oO | of a moſt perfe& Inſtrufter in the knoy, 1edge of 
'- | all things, and of his Books,as of an unexhauſted 

; Treaſure of all ſorts of Learning, - . 
0 


£1 quid ſit pulcrum, = turpe, quid utile, quid non, j1,. 6. «: 

| Plenins, ac melins Chryſippo, ac Crantore dixit. Eyiſt. 2. 

Who, what's our good, what not, what brave, 5; z;.4. 
[_ what baſe, Fenſtaw. 


* | Fuller than Crartor, or Chryſippus ſays. N 
an 
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and as this other ſays, 


© Ovid. Amo quo cen foe perenns 
an: Vatuns Piers labra- rigentur' aquiv. 


From: whoſe ne're failing ſpring, the Fo, fi; > 
And in; Prerian Waters hs his lips... - i, 


and another, 


Lxcret. AddeHelicomiaduen Comites quorum Homers " 
lib.3 Aftva: potitus: 
Hemer. i Of all. Pretenders, Homer is alone ;, © 
| Judgd the moſt worthy of the Poets Tron 


and'another, | 
"0 


_ | -Cujuſque ex ore profuſo | 
O_ Om Prſterita latices in carmina duxit; 
Ammnque in tenues anfa; eft deducere ries, 


Onins fecunda bonis. 


Frota- whoſe: full flowing fiream Poſeerity.. 
Have channels laid to. draw out Verfes by, 

And have made bold to draw by thoſe out-lets 
The Torrent into little Rivelets, + | 

All fruitful thoxough one man's Eloquence. 


| 'Tis comtraty to the order of Nature that he 
| has made the moſt excellent Produdtion that can 
| poſſibly be, for the ordinary birth of things is 
\Imperſot; ; they 7 uſually thrive,and gather ſtrength | 
by growing : whereas he has rendred the Infan- | 
cy of Poeſte and other Sciences mature, _ 
4 
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9d” acconpliſh'd at firſt. And' for this Reafon 
he may be' call'd the firſt and' the laſt of Poets, 
cording to the fair Teſtimony Antiquity has 


left us of him, That as there was tone before hin | 
phors be could intitate, ſo there har been none ſince | 


that could imitate hint. His wotds, according to 
Ariſtotle, are the only words that have Motion 
and Action, and are the only ſubſtantial words. 


Hexander the Great, having found a' rich Cabi- | 


1 amongſt Dari his Spoils, gave order it 


foald be reſerv'd for him to Keep'his Homer in: 


faying, that he was the beſt and moſt faithful 
Contior hs Tad it his Military Afﬀairs, For 
the ſame reaſon it was, that Cleozz2#er, the Son 
of Anaxandridas (aid, that the Lacedemonian 


Poet was the beſt Maſter for the Diſcipline of 
War. This fingular and particular Commenda- | 


fioh is alſo Teft of him in the Judgment of Plu- 
tarch, that he 1s the only Ai#hor in the World, 
that never- glutted nor diſguſted his Reaers, 
preſenting himſelf always atiother thing, and al- 
ways flouriſhing in ſome new Grace. That wan- 


ton Alcibiades, having ask'd one who pretended | 


to Learning for a Book of Homer, gave him a 
bex of the Ear. becauſe he had none, which he 
thought as ſcandalous, as to take one of our 
Prieſts without a Brevzary. Xenophanes complain- 
ed one day to Fiero, the! Tyrant of Syrackſa, 
that he was ſo poor he had not wherewithall 
to maintain two Servants 3 What? reply'd the 
Trait, Homer, who was much poorer than thon 
art, keeps above ten thouſand now he is dead : 


Whit did ParGims leave unfaid when he call'd 


Plato 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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' never:any ſuch: thing. Our .Children are call'd 


dulGellus. $1ryrna, Rhodos, Colophon, Salamis, Chios, Argot, 


Alexander x The other is Alexander the Great. For whoever 


. Seignexr, de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Il, 
Plato the Homer. of Philoſophers 2 Beſides, what 
Glory can be compar'd to his ? Nothing is ſo 
frequent in mens mouths as his Name and Works, 
nothing fo LK. and receiv'd as Troy, Hellen, 
and the War about her, when perhaps there was 


2 names that he feign'd above three thouſand 
yen ago Mg js leyoragy 05 hs, Story, of 1%. 


For. and Achilles £ | Not onl " ſome particular 
Families, but moſt Nations Allo Teck original in 
hisTnventions. Mahomet,the ſecond of that Namie, 
Emperour of the Turks, writing to our Pope Pius 
the ſecond ; I am aſtoniſh'd, ſays he, that-the 
[Italians ſhould appear yr me, conſidering that 
we. have .our common deſcent from the Trojans, 
and that it concerns me as well as it does there to 
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ter 2 \Seven Grecian Cities contended for ' his 
Birth, ſo much Honour even his obſcurity help'd 


bim LO. 


[ Athene. 


By Smyrna, Rhodes, Colophon, Salamis, .. 
Chios, Argos, and. Athens he claimed 1s, 


will conſider the Age at which he began his En- 


terpriſes, the ſmall means by which he __— 
{tv 


; 
, 


5 
Fit 
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what | fo glorious a Deſign 3 the authority he obtain'd 

5 fo Þ at fo ſlender an Age with the greateſt and moſt 

rks, | experiencd Captains of the World, by whom 

llen, | he was follow'd, and the extraordinary favour 

was | wherewith Fortune embrac'd him, and favour'd 

1ll'd } fo many hazardous, that. I may not fay raſh De- 

and I figns : | 


3 — impellens quicquid fibi ſumma petent?, "Zacanbi r; 
li , Obſtaret, gaudenſque, viam feciſſe ruina. | 
me, Bearing down all his high deſigns withſtood, 


4 | And pleasd by Ruin to have made them good. 


hat | That Grandeur, to have at the Age of three and 
ns, | thirtyyears, paſt Victorious through the whole 
: to babitable Earth, and in half a Life to have at- 
28 | taind to the utmoſt of what humane Nature 
ble can do 3 ſo that you cannot imagine his dura- 
e- | tion juſt, and the continuation: of his increaſe 
nd | in Virtue and Fortune, even to a due maturity 
ea- | of Age, but that you muſt withall imagine ſome- 
his 4 thing more than man : To have made ſo many 
yd | Royal Branches to ſpring from his Souldiers 5; 
"| leaving the World at his death divided amongſt 
' four Succeſſors, who were no better than Cap- 
95, tains of his Army, whoſe Poſterity have fo long 
1 continued, and maintain that vaſt poſſeflion 3 

| fo many excellent Vertues as he was maſter of, 
Juſtice, Temperance, Liberality, Truth' in. his 
| word, Love towards his own, and Humanity 
ex | towards thoſe he overcame 3 for his manners in 
1- | general ſeem in truth incapable of any manner 
4 | of reproach, though ſome particular and extra- 
© RX x _. ordi- 
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ordinary Adions of his may peradventure fall 


_ m_— — 


and of the Coſfeyars, ſo much as to the very 
Children, are mdeed Sallies that are not well to 
be excusd, For, as to Clyizs, the fault was 
more than recompenc'd in his Repentance, and 
that very aQion, as much as any other what- 
ever, manifeſts the ſweetneſs of his nature, a 
nature moſt excellently formd to goodneſs ; 
and it-was ingeniouſly faid of him, that he had 
his Vertues by Nature, and his Vices by Chance. 
As to his being a little given_to bragging, and 
a Title roo impatient of hearing himſelf 111 ſpo- 
ken of, and as to thoſe Mangers, Arms, and 
Bits he causd to be ſtrew'd in the [zdies, all 
thoſe- hittle Vanities, methinks, may very well 
be allow'd to his Youth, and the prodigious 
proſperity of his fortune. And who will conſi- 
der withall his ſo many Military vertues, his 
Diligence, Forelight, Patience, Diſcipline, Sub- 
tilty; Magnanimity, Reſolution, and good For- 
tune; wherein, (though we had-not had the Au- 
thority of Hannibal to aſſure us ) he was the 
firſt of men, the admirable beauty and ſymme- 
ry of his Perſon even'to a miracle, his maje- 


ſiick 
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ſtick Port and awful Deportment, in a Face fo - 


in thofe of Alexander. They were in many 


young, fo ruddy, and ſo radiant : 


| Dalis ubi Oceani perfuſus Lucifer unda, neil. 
Puem Venus ante alios aſtrorum diligit ignes, wb. 8. 
Extulit os ſacrum celo, tenebraſque rejolvis. 


Such the Day-ſtar does from the Ocean riſe 
Above all Lights, grateful to Verws's eyes, . 

When he from Heaven darts his ſacred light, 
And diffipates rhe ſullen ſhades of Night. 


the excellency of his Knowledge and Capacity, 
the duration and grandeur of his Glory. pure, 
clean, without ſpot or envy, and that long af- 
ter his Death it was a religious belief, that his 
very Medals brought good fortune to all that 
carried them about them 3 and that more K 7gs 
and Princes have writ his Ads, than other 
Hiſtorians have written the Ads of any other 
King or Prince whatever 3 and that to this ve- 
ry day the Mahometans, who deſpiſe all other 
Hiſtories, admit of, and honour his alone, by a 
ſpecial Priviledge : whoever, I ſay, will ſert- 
ouſly conſider theſe particulars, will confels, 
that all theſe things put together, I had reaſon 
to prefer him before Ceſar himſelf, who alone 


could make me doubtful in my choice : and it f(ex: -{@s: : 


cannot be deny'd, but that there was more of 
his own 1n his Exploits, and more of Fortune 


things equal, and peradventure Czſar had the 
advantage in ſome particular qualities, They 
Rx 2 were 


: 
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x) were two Fires ; or two Torrerts to over-run 


, the World by ſeveral ways. 


| Zneid. Et velut immiſſi diverſſs partib#s ignes 
| lib. 22. Arentem in ſylvam, & virgulta ſonantia lauro: 


Aut ubi decurſu rapido de montibus altis 
Dant ſonitum ſpumoſi ammes, & in £quora cur- 


Eriſque ſuum populatus iter. [runt, 


And like to Fires in ſeveral parts apply d 

To a dry Grove of crackling Lawrel's fide 3 
Or like the Catarafts of foaming Rills, 

That tumble headlong from the higheſt hills 
To haſten to the Ocean 3; even ſo 

They bear all down before them where they go. 


(na s9C But though C2/ar's ambition had been more mo- 
|  derate, - would ſtill he ſo unhappy, having 
the ruin of his Country, and the univerſal mit- 

_, chief to the World for its abominable objett 3 

| that all things rakd together, and put into 

| the Balance, I muſt needs incline to Alexander's 

ſide. 

EY The third, in my opinion, and the moſt ex- | 
WD cellent of all, is Epantinondas. Of glory he has 
not near ſo much as the other. two, ( which al- 

+ fois but a part of the ſubſtance of the thing ) 

«a V-* ) of Valour and Reſolution, not of that ſort which 
1s puſh'd on by Ambition, 'but of that which 
Wiſdom and Reaſon can raiſe in a regular Soul, 
he had all that could be imagined. Of this Ver- 
tue of his, he has, in my thoughts, given as am- 
ple proof, as either Alexander hmſelt or Ceſar: 

for 
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frequent and ſo renown'd, they were yet, if 
duely confiderd in all their circumſtances, as 
important, as bravely fought, and carry'd with 
them as manifeſt teſtimony of Valour and mili- 
tary Condudq, as thoſe of any whatever. The 
Greeks have done him the honour, without con- 
tradition, to pronounce him the greateſt man 
of their Nation : and to be the firſt of Greece, 
1s eaſily to be the firſt of the World. As to his 
Knowledge, we have this ancient judgment of 
him, That 'never any man knew ſo much, and 
ſpake ſo little as he. For he was of the Pythago- 
rear Set. But when he did ſpeak, never. any 
man ſpake better 3 an excellent Orator, and of 
powerful infinuation. But as to his Manners 
and Conſcience, he has infinitely ſurpaſsd all 
men that ever undertook the management of 
Afﬀairs for in this one thing, which ought 
chiefly to be confider'd, thar alone truly denotes 
us for what we are, and that alone I counter- 
balance with all the reſt put together, he comes 
not ſhort of any Philoſopher whatever, not 
even of Socrates himſelf. Innocency in this man 
1s a quality, peculiar, fovereign, conſtant, uni- 
form, and incorruptible, compar'd to which, it 
appears in Alexander ſubje& to ſomething elſe 
above it, uncertain, variable, effeminate, and 
accidental. Antiquity has judgd, that in thorow- 
ly ſifting all the other great Captains, there 1s 
found in every one ſome peculiar quality that 
illaſtrates his Name. In this man only there 1s 
a full and equal vertue throughout, that leaves 
RX x 3 2 no- 
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for although his Expeditions were neither fo «x27 


nothing: to be wiſhd .for in him, whether in 
private or publick Employment, whether in 

' Peace or War, whether gloriouſly to Jive or 
_ dye. I do not know any Form or Fortune of 
__ J Man that I ſo much honour and love. Tis true, 

| * % / that look upon his obſtinate Poverty, as it is 
ſet out by his beſt Friends, a little too ſcrupy- 
lous and nice. And this 1s the only aGtion, 
tho high in it ſelf, and well worthy of admira- 
tion, that I find fo (eyere as not to defire to 1mi- 
care my felt ro the degree it was in bim. The 
Scipto . fule Scipio Emilianws, would any attribute to 
{177"as brave and magnificent an end, and as 
protound and univerſal a knowledge, might be 

. Put into the other Scale of the Balance. Oh! 
what an injury has Time done me, to deprive 

me of the fight of two of the moſt noble Liyes, 
which, by the common conſent of all the World, 

one the greateſt of the Greeks, and the other of 

the Romans, were 10 all Platarch. What a Mat- 
ter | what a Workman ! For a man that was 

no Saint, but, as we ſay, a gallant man, of civil 
and o:dinary Manners, and of a moderate Am- 
bition, the richeſt Life that I know, and full of 

the richeſt, and moſt to be delird Parts, all 
things conſider, is, in my opinion, that of A/- 
cibiades. But as to what concerns Epaminondas, 

I will here, for the example of an exceſ{ive good- 

T neſs, add ſome of his Opinions. He declard, 
W 72 © * that the greateſt ſatisfaction he ever had in his 
whole Life was, the contentment he gave his 
Father and Mother in his Victory of Leu@ra 3 
wherein his deference 1s great, preferring their 


* 
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; pleaſure before his own, ſo juſt and ſo full of ſo yumaniry 
mn Þ glorious an Aﬀion. He did. not think it lawful, bl 
| | even to reſtore the Liberty of kis Country, to" 
of {| killaman without knowinga cauſe : whichmade 
© | him fo cold in the enterprize of his Companion 
s | Pelopidas for the relief of Thebes, He was alſo 44 p f* 
H- | of Opinion, that men in Battel ought to avoid | 
N, | the encounter of a Friend that was on the con- 
Lin trary tide, and to ſpare him. And his Humanj- D 
i- | ty even towards his Enemies themſelves, having *</ 
_ render'd him ſuſpeCted to the Beotiars for that 
O | after he had miraculouſly forc'd the Lacedeao- 
as 2ians to open him the Paſs, which they had un- 
dertaken to defend at the entry into Morca,near 
y unto Corinth, he contented himſelt with having 
: charg'd thorough them, without purſuing them 
5 to the utmoſt, he had his Commiſſion of Ge- 
: zeral taken from him. Very honourably upon q./” A 


I Þ Chip: 36. Sejgneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


ſuch an account, and for the fhame it was to 
them upon neceſlity afterwards to reſtore him 
to his command, and then to fee how much 
upon him depended their Safety and Honour: 
Victory like a ſhadow attending him wherever 
he went; and indeed the Proſperity of his Coun- 
try, as being from him deriv'd, died with him. 
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CHAP. XXXVII 


Of the Reſemblance of Children to their 
| Hb athers. 


His fagotting up of divers pieces, is ſo od- 

ly composd, that I never fet Pen to Pa- 

per, but when I have too much idle time, and 
never any where but at home ſo that it is com- 
pil'd at ſeveral Interruptions and Intervals, as 
Occaſions keep me ſometimes many Months 
abroad. * As to the reſt, I never corre& my firſt 
by any ſecond Conceptions 3 I peradventure 
may altera Word orſo: bur 'tis only to vary the 
Fhraſe, and not to deſtroy my former meaning. 
I have a mind to repreſent the progreſs of my 
Humour, that every one may ſee every piece as 
it came from the Forge. I could wiſh I had be- 
gun ſooner, and had taken more notice of the 
courſe of my Mutations. A Servant of mine, 
that I employ'd to tranſcribe for me, thought he 
had got a prize by ſtealing ſeveral pieces from 
me, wherewith he was beſt pleas'd; but it 15 my 
comfort, that he will be no greater a gainer,than 
I ſhall be a lofer by the Theft. I am grown old- 
er by ſeven or eight years ſince I begun 5 nei- 
ther has 1t been without ſome new Acquiſition : 
I have in that time, by the Liberty of years, been 
acquainted with the Stone, a long Converſation, 
which time hardly wears ofi without ſome ſuch 
 Fcf* x Inconvenience. I could have been glad, that of 
” other Infirmities Age has to preſent long livd 
men, 
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men, it. had choſen ſome one that would have 
been more welcome to me, for it could nat 
poſſibly have laid upon me a Diſeaſe, for which, 
even from my Infancy, I have had fo great 
a Horror 3 and it is in truth of all the accidents 
of 01d Age, that of which I have ever been moſt 
afraid. I have often thought with my ſelf, that 
I went on too far, and that in fo long a Voyage, 
I ſhould at laſt run my ſelf into ſome miſadvan- 
tage; I perceiv'd, and have oft-enough declar'd, 
that it was time to knock off, and that Death 
was to be cut off in the ſound and living part, 
according to the Chirurgions Rule in Ampurati- 
ons. And that Natzure made him pay very ſtrict 
LUlary, who did not in due time pay the Prin- 
cipal. And yet I was ſo far from being ready, 
that in eighteen Months time, or thereabout, 
that I have been in this uneafie Condition, I have 
ſo inurd: my ſelf to it, as to be content to live 
on 1n it; and have found wherein to comfort 
my ſelf, and to hope: ſo much are men enſlav'd 


to their miſerable Being, that there is no Con- - 


dition ſo wretched they will not accept, pro- 
vided they may live : according to that of Me- 
Cenas. | 


Pope pede coxa, 
ubricos quate dentes 
Vita dum ſupereſt, bene eſs. 

7 [ Thighs, 
Maim both my Hands and Feet, break Legs and 
Knock out my Teeth, and bore out both my Eyes, 
Let me but live, all's well enough he cries. Py 

n 


Debilem facito manu Seneca 
g PT Jacih x Eyiſt. 101. 
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x) C,-93x And Tamberlain with his fooliſh humanity. pal- 
| lated the Entalſick cruclty he exercisd upon 
Lepers, whery he put all he could hear of tg 
death, 6 GT them, as he pretended, from 
the painful Life they liy'd. For there was not 
one of them who would not rather have under- 
| gone a triple Leprofie, than to be deprivd of 
their Being. And Artifthenes the Stoick being 


very fick, and crying out, who will deliver me 
' from theſe Evils ? "Dirogmar, who was come to 
viſit him, Thzs, ſaid he, preſenting him a Knife, 
| preeavly ? thou wilt: 1 do FAN From Ve 
'B , Life, he reply'd, byt from my Diſeaſe. The ſuf- 
op nu pet. hat only refer che Mind. { am not fo 
tenfible of,” as moſt other Men 3 ard that partly 

f=) out of Judgment: for the World looks upon 

— ſeveral things as' dreadful, or to be avoided at 

the expence of Life, that are almoſt indifferent 

to me : partly thorough a ſtupid and inſenfible 
Complex1on I have in Accidents which do not 
point-blanck hit me ; and that inſenſtbility Tlook 

upon as one of the beſt parts of my natural 
Condition : but effential and corporeal pains I 

- am very ſenſible of. And yer having long fince 

foreſeen them, though with a ſight weak and 

delicate, and ſoftned with the long and happy 

Health and Quiet that God has been pleasd to 

give me the greateſt part of my time, I had in 

my Imagination fancied them fo inſupportable, 

that in truth I was more afraid than I have fince 

found I had cauſe: by which I am ſtill more 

Fe 83; fortified in this belief, that moſt of the Faculties 
of the Soul,as we employ them, more trouble the 

repoſe 
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TY repoſe of Like;than they are any way. weft 10 Bs os 
| AM 1N CON ict with the wort, the molt ſad the moſt” | 
den, the moſt, painful, the moſt morral, and the Hy Dice of |} 
maſt irremediable of all Diſcales, T bave already Ga. =. Þ| 


had the tryal of fiye pr fix very lang.-and nl 
painfyl fits, and yet I ether flatter py. (elf, 
ws 15 even 18 this eftate-what 15 yery well = 
endurd by 2 man'who has his $qul free-from 
the fear of Neath, and the Menaees, Gonglyſions 
and Conſequences, which Phyſick js. ever thyns 


dring in our Ears.. But the effect eyen of pain | c 13 ©: 


it ſelf js not fo ſharp and intolerable. as $0 pus | 
3 man of under{janding into A DPKieneE. and | 
deſpair. I have at leaſt this advantage by my 
Stone, that what E could not hitherto wholly 
prevail upqn my If to reſolve upon, as te re- 
conciling and acquainting my felf with. Death, 
it. will perfet ; for the more it, prefles pon 
and importunes me, I (ball be {@, gyzch ihe leſs 
afraid to dye. I had already gone ſo! far as on- 
ly to love Life for Life's ſake, but my pain will 
difſolye this Intelligence : and God grant that 
in the end, ſhould rhe ſharpneſs of it be once 
greater then I ſhall be able to bear, it daes not 


throw meinto the other no leſs vicious extream, 


to defire and wiſh to dye. 
Summunt nec metuas diem, nec opter. 
Neither to wiſh, nor fear to dye. 


They are two Paſſions to be fear'd, but FR | 
one has its remedy much nearer at hand than | | 


the other, As to the reſt, I have always found * 
the 


| 5 Fof 


© a Comportment in the toleration of Infirmities 


= to be meerly Ceremonial. Why ſhould Philoſe. 


| rapebe undaunted, and theExpreſſionsnot ſoun- 
. ding of deſpair, let het be'ſatisfied. What makes 


j 


i 


- the Precept; that ſo exaftly enjoyns a conſtant 
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Countenance, and ſo diſdainful and indifferent 


phy, which only has reſpeCt to Life and its Ef. 
C-—wroobleie about theſe external Appa- | 
rences ? Let us leave that Care to Hiſtrios and 
Maſters of Rbetorick, that fet fo great a value 
upon our Geſtures. Let her, in God's name, al- 
low this vocal Frailty, if it be neither cordial 
nor ſtomachal to the Diſeaſe z and permit the or- 
dinary ways of expreflirig Grief by fighs, ſobs, 
palpitations, and turning pale, that Nature has 
put out of our power. 'And provided the Cou- 


matter for the wringing of our hands, if we do 
not wring our Thoughts ? She forms us for our 
ſelves, not-for others, to be, not to ſeem : let her 
be ſatisfied with governing our Underſtanding, 
which ſhe has taken upon her the care of in- 
ſtrucing 3 that in the fury of the Cholick ſhe 
maintains the Soul in a condition to know it ſelf, 
and to follow its accuſtom'd way : contending 
with, and enduring, not meanly truckling under 
Pain ; mov'd and heated, not ſubdwd and con- 
quer'd in the Contention ; but capable of Dif- 
courſe and other things to a certain degree. In 
ſo extream Accidents, 'tis Cruelty to require ſo 
exat a Compoledneſs. 'Tis no great matter what 
Faces we cut, if we find any eaſe by it : if the 
Body find it ſelf relievd by complaining, let 
him go too: if Agitation eaſes him, let him tum- 


ble 
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L Chap. 37. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
'ble and toſs at pleaſure 5 if he finds the Diſeaſe x 8.) 


evaporate (as ſome Phyſicians hold that it helps 
Women in delivery ) extreamly to cry out, or 

if it do but amuſe his Torments, let him roar 
aloud. Let us not command this Voice to ſally, 
but ſtop it not. Epicurus does not only forgive 7+) 
his Sage for crying out in Torments, but adviſes * 
him to it. Pugiles etiam quum feriunt, in ja@Fan- Cicers 

dis ceſtibus ingemiſcunt, quia profundenda voce The. h 2. 
omne corpus intenditur, venitque plaga vehemen= 
tior. When men fight with Clubs, they groan in lay- X) 
ing on, becauſe the whole ſtrength of Body goes 

along with the Voice, and the blow is laid on with 

greater force, We have enough to do to deal 

with the Diſeaſe, without troubling our ſelves 

with theſe ſuperfluous Ry/es 3 which I ſay in ex- - 

cuſe of thoſe whom we ordinarily ſee impatient 

in the aſſaults of this Infirmity 3 for as to what 
concerns my ſelf, I have paſs'd it over hitherto 


with a little better Countenance, and contented | 47%, o-:. 
my ſelf with grunting, without roaring out. | 


Not nevertheleſs, that I put any great conſtraint | 
upon my ſelf to maintain this exterior Decency, | 
for I make little account of ſuch an Advantage : | 
I allow herein as much as the Pain requires, but 
either my Pains are not ſo exceſlive, or I have 
more than ordinary Patience. I complain, I con- 
feſs, and am a little impatient in a very ſharp fit, 
but I do not arrive to ſuch a degree of deſpair, 
as he' who with 


Ejulatu, queſtu, gemitu, fremitibus Ibid. 
Reſonando multum flebiles voces refert. 
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WAG | -. Howſitls, Roaritig, and 4 thoufand rioifes 
_ " 'd his Torthent in oft diſmal Voices, 


F reliffi' my ſelf in the midſt of my Dolor, and 
have” always foutid that I was in a Capacity to 
fpeak, thidk, atid'give a' rational Anſwer as well 
_ asf any orfier time, bur not fo cold)y and in- 
_ ©» differthtly,” being trotbled and interrupted by 
A the Pain; When att looked upon by my Vit. 
fers to'be in'the greateſt Torment, and that they 
therefore forbear to tronble me, I oft try my 
own ſtrength, and my felf ſer fome Diſcourſe on 
foot, the moſt rernote I can contrive from my 
preſent condition. I can do any thing upon a 
fudden endeavour, but it niuft not continue 
refs | long. What pitty 'tis I have not the Faculties of 
Y /- | that Dreatner Cicero, who dreaming he was ly- - 
; Ing with a Wench, found he had diſcharg'd his 
| Stone in the Sheets! My Paints do ſtrangely diſ- 
| appetite rhe that way. In the intervals from this 
exceſftive Tortnentit, when ny Uriters only lan- 
guiſh without any great dolor, I preſently feel 
» . my ſelf in my wornted ſtate, foraſmich as my 
A+2f | Soul rakes n6 other alatid but what is ſenſible 
| and wy Par which'I ceftainly owe to the care 
| F have had of preparirig my ſelf by Meditation 
 apaitiſt ſuch Accidents : 


nn laborumn 
EEneid.l.s. Nulla mihi nova nunc facies inopinaque ſavgit, 
| Omnia precepi, atque animo mecum ante peregr. 
No face of Pain, or Labour, now can rife 


Which by its novelty can me ſurprize, . 
ve 
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Fam a little roughly handled for a Learner; 


| by ever at eafe; and yet I have hitherto kept 


| haveno Fever, nor other Diſeaſe but what they | 


I've been accuſtom'd all things to explore; 
And been inurd unto them long before. 


and with a fudden and ſharp alteration, being 
fall'n in an inſtant from a very eafie and happy 
condition of Life into the moſt uneafie and | 
painful that can be imagin'd. For befides that it Þ 
ts a Diſeaſe very much to be fear'd in it felf, | 
it begins. with me after a more ſharp and ſe- bl 
vere manner than it ufes to do with other men: | 
My Fits come ſo thick upon me, that I am ſcarce- | 


my mind fo upright, that provided I can fitlt | 
continue it, I find my ſelf m a much better | 
condition of Life than a thouſand others, who 


create to themſelves for want of meditation. 

There is a certain ſort of crafty Humility that x Jq4 7% | 
fprings from Preſumption : as this for Example, | 
that we confeſs our Ignorance in many things, | 
and are ſo courteous as to acknowledge, that | 
there are in the works of Nature ſome Qualities | 
and Conditions that are imperceptible to us,and j 
of which our underſtanding cannot diſcover _ 
the means and cauſes 3 by this honeſt Declarati- r-:) 
on we hope to obtain that People ſhall alfo be- 
heve us of thoſe that we ſay we do underſtand. 
We need not trouble our ſelves to ſeek out Mi- »p 1+ 
racles and ſtrange Difficulties 3 methinks there 
are ſo incomprehenſible Wonders amongſt the 
things that we ordinarily ſee, as ſurpaſs all diffi- 
culties of Miracles. What a wonderful thing i +. 

. is, 


” 685 Stignenr de Montaigne's Eſtys. Book II; 
| is, that the drop of Seed from which we are pro- (| 


ducd,ſhould carry in it ſelf the impreſſionnot on- 
ſy of the bodily Form, but even of the Thonghts 
and Inclinations of our Fathers 2 Where can that 
drop of Fluid matter contain that infinite num- 
ber of Forms? And how can they carry on theſe 
Reſemblances with ſo temerarious and irregular 
; a Progreſs, that the Son {hall be like his Great 
Eos Y tara F the Nephew like his Uncle? In the 
Family of Lepidus at Rome, there were three, 
not fucceſlively, but by intervals, that were born 
with the ſame Eye coverd with a Cartzlage, At 
X) Thebes, there was a Race that carried from their 
Mothers Womb the form of the head of aLaunce, 
and Who was not born ſo, was look'd upon as 
L) illegitimate. And Ariſtotle” ſayggthat in a cer- 
tain Nation, where the Women were in common, 
they affign'd the Children to their Fathers by 
* their reſemblance. 'Tis to be believ'd that I de- 
| ung r.. IVE this Infirmity from my Father 3 for he died 
” therafflit- wonderfully tormented with a great Stone in 
; ——0—_—_—_ his Bladder 3 he was never ſenſible of his Diſ- 
| " eaſe till the ſixty ſeventh year of his Age, and 
before that had never felt any grudging or ſymp- 
toms of it either in his Reins, Sides, or any other 
part 3 and had liv'd till then in a happy vigo- 
rous ſtate of Health, little ſubje& to Infirmities, 
and continued ſeven years after in this Diſeaſe, 
and dieda very painful Death. I wasborn above 
five and twenty years before his Diſeaſe ſeiz'd 
him, and in the time of his moſt flouriſhing and 
healthful ſtate of Body, his third Child in order 
of Birth : where could his propenſion to- this 

Malady | 


'Q» 


| It; Tap. 37. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, 
Malady lye lurking all that while 2 And he 
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being ſo far from the Infirmity, how conld that 
ſmall part of his Subſtance, carry away fo great 
an impreſſion of its{hare? And how ſo conceal 'd, 
that till five and forty years after I did not be- 

in to be ſenſible of it > being the only one to 
0 hour, amongſt ſo many Brothers and Siſters, 
and all of one Mother, that was ever troubled 
with it. He that can fſatisfie me 1n this point, I 


will believe him in as many-other Miracles as he 


e does not give me a DoGrine much more intri- 


_— 


cate and fantaftick than the thing it ſelf for | . 


current pay. Let the Phyſicians a little excuſe 
the Liberty I take, for by this ſame infuſion, and 
fatal inſinuation it is that I have receiv'd a ha- 


tred and contempt of their DoQrine. The An- i PESTS 


tipathy I have againſt their Artis hereditary. My 
Father livd threeſcore and fourteen years, wy 
randfather ſixty nine, my Great-Grandfather 


n—_——— 


almoſt fourſcore years, without ever taſting any 
ſort of Phyſick : and with them whatever was 
not ordinary Diet, was inſtead of a Drugg. Phy- | 


ſc is grounded upon Experience and Examples, | 
o 1s my Opinion. And is not this an expreſs 
and very advantageous Experience 2 I do not 
know that they can find me 1n all their Records 


- three that were born, bred, and dyed under 


the ſame Roof, who have liv'd ſo long by their 
own Conduct. They muſt | here of Neceffity 
confeſs, that if Reaſor be not, Fortune at leaſt is 
on my fide, and with Phyſicians, Fortune goes a 
great deal further than Rezſoz 3 let them not 

Yy _ take 
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take 'tme now at a difadvantage's tet theminot 
threaten'me in the fibdwd conditionT now am, 
for that were treachery.. And to fay truth, I have 
got enough the better of them by theſe dome- 
ick Examples, that they ſhould reſt ſatisfied, 
Humane things are not uſually fo conſtant, it 
has been two hundred years fave eighteen that 
this Tryal has laſted, for the firſt of them was 
born in the Year 1402. *Tis now indeed very 
good reaſon that this Experience ſhould begin 
to fail us : let them not therefore reproach me 
with the cm under-which I now ſuffer; 
« ; is It not enough for 'my part, that I have lived 
fevenand forty years in perfe& Heatth > Thongh 
:| it ſhould bethe end of my career,'tis of the lon- 
ger ſort. My Azceſtors had an averfion to Phy- 
| ſick by ſome Tecret and natural inftin& ; for the 
very fight of a Potion was loathſom to my. Fa- 
ther. The Seigneur' de Gaviac, my Uncle by the 
Father's fide, a Churchman, and a Valetudinary 
from his Birth, and yet that made that crazy Life 
to hold out to ſixty ſeven years; being once fall'n 
into a furious Fever, 1t was orderd by the Phz- 
fecians, he ſhould be plainly told that if he would 
not make ufe of help (forſo they call that which 
ts very often quite contrary ) he would infalli- 
bly be a dead man. The good man, though ter- 
rified with this dreadful Sentence, yet reply'd, 
T 44 then a dead man. But God foon after made 
the Prognoſtick falfe. The youngeſt of the Bro- 
thers, which were four, and by many years the 
youngeſt, the Sieur de Byſſaget, was the only 
man of the Family that made ufe of Medicine, 
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by reaſon, I ſuppoſe, of the commerce he had 
with the other Arts, for he was a Counſellour 
in the Court of Parliament, and it ſucceeded ſo 
il with him, that. being in outward appearance of 


. the ſtrongeſt conſtitution; he yet died before any 


of the reſt, the S7eur Saint Michel only excep- 
ted. 'Tis poſſible I may have deriv'd this natu- 
ral Antipathy to Phyſick from them 3 but had. 
there been no other confideration in the caſe, I 
would have endeavourd to have overcome. it. 


For all conditions that ſpring in us without rea« y 


ſon, are vicious 3 and is a kind of Diſeaſe that 
we are to wreſtle with : It may be I had natu- 


rally this Propenfion, but I have ſupported and 
Groficd it by Arguments and:Reaſons, which 


— 


.in us to the contrary, we need no more but op- 


X y 2 | poſe 


"WY". EE 
wa 7, We EY 

be 

" - 

v 

- 
& 3 | 


ve 5: 


£ <<, 


19) + 


| 


—1fox 


['Y 


> 


Epilepfie or Apoplexy 3 and in this Preſuppoſt- 
tion to defie him to call the rich Faculties of 
his Soul to his affiſtance. All means that con- 
duce to'Health, ' can neither be too painful nor 
too dear to me. But I have ſome other Appa- 
rences 'that makes me ſtrangely ſuſpect all this 
merchandize. I do not deny but that there may 
be ſome Art, arid that there are not among[t fo 
many works of Natyre, things proper for the 
conſervation of Health 3 that 1s moſt certain ; I 
very well know thereare ſome Simples that moi- 
ſten,and others that dry 3I experimentally know 
that Radiſhes are windy, and Serra leaves pur- 
ging 3 and ſeveral other ſuch Experiences I have, 
which I am as ſure of as I am that Mattoz: nou- 
rifhes, and Wire warms me : and Solo would 
ſay, That eating was Phyſick, againſt Hunger. | 
do not diſapprove the uſe we make of things 
the Eart ——_ nor doubt 1n the leaſt ofthe 
power and fertility of Nature, and diſapprove 
not application of what ſhe affords to our ne- 
ceflities : I very well ſee that Pikes and Swal- 
lows \ive by her Laws ; but I miſtruſt the Inven- 
tions of Wit, Knowledge, and Art 3 to counte- 
nance which, we have abandon'd Nature and her 
Rules, and wherein we keep no bounds nor mo- 


« deration. As we call the creation of the firſt 


Laws that fall into our hands Juſtice, and their 
practice and diſpenſation very fooliſh and very 
unjuſt : And. as thoſe who ſcoff at and accuſe 
it, cannot nevertheleſs wrong that noble Vir- 
tue, but only condemn the abuſe and profana- 
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poſe the image” of Plato, being ſtruck with an* 
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Experience makes me dread it for amonglt all | 


| / 
Preſcriptions. Phyſicians are not content to deal * XY? 7 


" ſickneſles eafie enough to be ſupported (though 
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tion of that ſacred Title ; ſo in Phyſick, I very | 4; 1fs 
much honour that glorious Name, and the end | © 
it is ſtudied for, and what it promiſes to the 
ſervice of Mankind ; but what it foiſts upon us, 

I neither honour nor eſteem. Tn the fil place, F) 


| —_— —_——_— 


of my Acquaintance, I fee no Race of People ſo. | 
ſoon ſick, and To Tong before they are well, as | 
thoſe who take much Phyſick, Their very | 
Health is alter'd and corrupted by their frequent 


only with the Sick, but they will moreover cor- 
rupt Health it ſelf, for fear men ſhould at any 
time eſcape their Authority. Do they not from c 
a continual and perfe&t Health, extraC&t ſuſpicion 
of ſome great Sickneſs to enſue ? I have been -p 71 
ſick often enough, and have always found my 


I have made tryal of almoſt all forts) and as 
ſhort as thoſe of any other without their help, 
or without ſwallowing their 11l taſted doſes. The 
Health I have is full and free,without other Ry/e 
or Diſcipline than my own Cuſtom and Pleaſure. 
Every place ſerves me well enough to ſtay in, 
for..I need no other conveniencies when I am 
fick than what I muſt have when I am well. I I 
never diſturb my ſelf that I have no Phyſician, x 2p Te | 
no Apothecary, nor any other Afiſtance, which | 
I ſee moſt other ſick men more afflicted at than they 
are with their Diſeaſe, What! Do they them- 
felves ſhew us more felicity and duration 1ntheir 
own Lives that 'may manifeſt to us ſome appa- 
rent effet of their Skill ? There is not a Nation 
Yy 3 in 
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Ebyick in the; World that has not been many Ages 
" Smany Without Phyſik; and the firſt Ages, that is to 
Natons. lay, the beſt and moſt happy, knew no ſuch 
EE thing 3 and the tenth part of the World knows 
oi of it yet : ſevSral Nations are ignorant 
of it to this Day, where men live more healthful 
and longer than wedo here, and even amongſt us 
the common People live well enough without it, 
The Romans were ſix hundred years before they 
receivd it; and after having made tryal. of it, 
baniſh'd it from their City at the inftance of 

Cato the Cenſor, who made it appear how eafie . 
it was to live without jt, having himſelf liv'd 
fourſcore and five years, and kept his. Wife alive 

to an extream old Age, not without Phyfick on- 
ly but without a Phyſician: for every thing that 
we find to be healthful to Life, may be call'd 
Ew) Phyſick. He kept his Family in health, . as P/u- 
tarch ſays, if I miſtake not, with Hares milk, as 
Pliny reports, that the Arcadians curd all man- 
ner of Diſeaſes with that of a Cow 3 and Hero- 
20 7%) dotus ſays, the Lybians generally enjoy a_rare 
- Health, by a Cuſtom they have after their Chil- 
dren are arriv'd to four years of age,to burn and 
Ccauterize the Veins of their Head and Temples, by 
FF which means they cut offall defluxions of Khenmes 
Go r)for their whole lives. And the Country People 
” ” of our Province make uſe of nothing in all ſorts 
of Diſtempers but the ſtrongeſt Wine they can 
get, mixt with a great deal of Saffron and Spice, 
, and all with the fame ſucceſs. And to fay the 
26/5 truth, of all this diverſity and confuſion of Apo- 
thecaries Bills, what other end and effe& is _ 
alter 
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after all,;but to purge the Belly 2 whicha thouſand 
ordinary Simples will oe z and I donot 


- know _whether: ſach evacuations be ſo much to 


our advaritage as they pretend, and whether x) 
Nature do not requite a Reſidence of her Ex- 
crements 'to. a certain proportion, as Wine does 
of its Lees to-keep it alive, You oft ſee health- =) 
ful men fall into Vomitings and Fluxes of the 
Belly by unknown Accidents, and make a great 
evacuation of Excrements, without any prece- 
ding need, or any following benefit, but rather 
with hurt to their Conſtitution. 'Tis from the -p &yp.; 


' great Plato thatl lately learn'd,that of three forts 


of motions which are natural to us, purging is 
the worſt, and that no man, unleſs he be a Foal, 
ought to take any thing to that purpoſe, but 
in the extreameſt Neceſlity : Men diſturb 5) 
and irritate the Diſeaſe by contrary Oppoli- 
tions. It muſt be the way of living that muſt 
gently diflolve, and bring it to its maturity. 
he violent gripings and conteſt betwixt the 
Drag and the Diſeaſe, 1s ever to our loſs, ſince 
the Combat is fought within our ſelves, and that 
the Drug is an Afliſtant not to be truſted, being 
in its own nature an Enemy to our Health; and 
but by trouble has no acceſs into our Conditi- 
on. Let it alone a little: the Providence that =) 
takes care of Fleas and Moles, does alſo take 
care for men, if they will have the ſame Pari- 
ence Flzas and Moles have,to leave it to its ſelf. . 


-Tis to much purpoſe that we cry out upon it, 


"tis the way to make us hoarſe, but not to haſten 


it. *Tis a proud and uncompaſſionate Order,our 
Yy4 Fears, 
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' Fears, our Deſpair, diſpleaſes and ſtops it from, 
inſtead of inviting it to our relief, It owes aſ- 
ſiſtance to the Diſeaſe, as well as to Health; and 

will not ſuffer it-ſelf to be corrupted in favour 
of the one, to the prejudice of the others right, 
for it would then fall into Diſorder, Let us in 
Gods Name follow it. It leads thoſe: that follow, 
and thoſe who will not follow, it drags along 

W both their Fury and Phyfick together. Order 
* Ot 7 a Purge for your Brain, it will there be much 
je, JÞetter employ'd, than upon your Stomack. One 
* '"/akirig a Lacedemoniar, who had made him live 
o long, he made anſwer, the ignorance of Phy- 
x) ſick. And the Emperour Adrian continually 
" exclaimd as he was dying, that the crond of 
Phyſicians had killd him. An ill Wreftler 
*) tarnd Phyſician: Conrage, ſays Diogenes to him, 
thou haſt done well, for now thou wilt throw thoſe 
* who have formerly thrown thee. But they have 

| Fe <4) 


this Advantage, according to Nicocles, that the 
Sun gives Light to their Succeſs, and the Earth - 
covers their Failures: and beſides, they have a 
very advantageous way of making uſe ofall ſorts 
| 7 for what Fortune, Nature, or any 
other Cauſes, ( of which the number is infinite) 
produces of good and healthful in us, it _is the 
« Priviledge of Phyſick to attribute to it ſelf. All 
the happy Succeſſes that happen to the Patient 
muſt be deriv'd from thence. The Occaſions that 
have cur'd me, and thouſand others, Phyſicians 
uſurp to themſelves, and their own Skill: and 
as to1ll Accidents, wo either abſolutely diſown 
them, in laying the fault upon' the my by 
| FS uch 
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- Þ facb frivolous and. idle Reaſons as they can ne- 
yer be to ſeek for; as he lay with his Arms out 
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of Bed, or he was diſturb'd with the ratling of * 


F a Coach: 


— Rbedarum tranſitus aro Favenal. 


Vicorum inflexu: = 


He heard the Wheels and Horſes trampling Feet 
In the ſtraight turning of a narrow Street. 


or ſome body had ſet open the Caſement, or he 
had lain upon his left fide: or had had ſome odd 


| Fancies in his Head: in ſum, a Word, a Dream, 


or a look, ſeem to them excuſe ſufficient where- 


'with to palliate their own Errors: Or, if they 


ſo: pleaſe, they yet make uſe of their growing 
worſe, and do their Buſineſs that way which can 
never fail them : which is, by buzzing us in the 
Ears, when the Diſeaſe is more inflam'd by their 
Medicaments, that it had been much worſe but 
for thoſe Rexredies. He, who from an ordinary 
cold, they have thrown into a double Tertian- 
Ague, had but for them been in a continued Fe- 
ver. They do not much care what Miſchief they 
do, fince 1t turns to their own Profit. In ear- 
neſt, they have Reaſon to require a very favou- 
rable belief from their Patients, and indeed it 
oughr to be a very eafie one to ſwallow things 
ſo hard to be believd. Plato ſaid very well, 
that Phyſicians were the only men that might 
lye at Pleaftre, fince our Health depends upon 
the Vanity and Falſity of their Promiſes, 

joe x : 1E/op 


Sat, 3. 
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*) x» FEſop, a moſt excellent Awthor, and of whom 
, CE ive: all the Graces, does pleaſantly 
repreſent to us the tyrannical Authority Phyj- 
cians uſurp over poor Creatures, weakned and 
ſubdued hy Sickneſs and Fear 3 for he tells us, 
that a fick Perſon, being ask'd_ by his Phyſician 
what Operation he found of the Potion he had 
given him, I have ſweat very ene la $ the ſick 
man z that's good, ſays the cian 5 another 
time, having ask'd him him how he felt himſelf 
after his Phyſick, 1 have beer very cold, and have 


Cc b 


had a great ſhivering upon me, Taid hes that is 
good, reply'd the Phyſician: After the third Po- 
tion, he ask'd him again how he did, Why I 
find my ſelf fwelF'd, and puff d up, ſaid he, as if 
1 had a Dropſie. That 3s very well, ſaid the Phy- 
fician. One of his Servants coming m_ af- 


ter to inquire how he felt himſelf, Truly Friend, 
faid he, with being too well, I am about to dye. 
1fz /573)There was a more juſt Law in Egypt, by which 
" the Phyſiciar for the three firſt days was to take 
charge of his Patient, at the Patients own Peril 
and Fortune : but thoſe three days being paſt, 
It was to be at his own. For what Reaſon 1s it, 
that their Patroz /Eſculapivs ſhould be ſtruck 
with Thunder for reſtoring Hyppolitus from 

Death to Life, 


_ Nam pater omnipotens aliquent indignatia ab 
"7 umbris | 
Mortalem infernis, ad lumina ſurgere vite 
Ipſe repertorem medicine talis, & artis 
Flumine Phabigenam ſtygias detruſit ad undas. 
For 


, 4 I > 
© 
: De "BY CON 
” 6 


NT, 


Chap. 37. Seigneir de Montaignss Eſiys. = 69p © 


| good by an unintelligible way : 


For Jupiter, offended at the fight | 
Of one he had ſtruck dead, reftor'd to light, 
He ſtruck the Artift durſt it undettake - 


With his fork'd lightning to the Srygiaz Lake: 


and his followers be pardoned, who ſend ſo ma- 

ny Souls from Life to Death © A Phyſician, 54 < Tf" 
boaſting to Nzcocles that his Art was of great =) 
faurhoriry : 1t is ſo indeed, (aid Nicocles,that car 

with impunity kill ſo many People. As to what + | 
temains, had I been of therr Counſel, I would 

have render'd my Diſcipline more ſacred and 
myſtertous 3 they had begun well, but they have 

not ended fo. It was a good beginning to make 

Gods and Demons the Authors of their Science, 

and to have us'd a peculiar way of ſpeaking and 
writing. And notwithſtanding that, Philoſophy 
concludes it folly to perfuade a man to his own 


Ot ſt quis medicus 71#peret ut ſumat, Cicero dz 
Terrigenam, herbigradam, domiportam, ſangui- Den. 4.2. 
ne caſſam. 


as if a Phyſician ſhould command his Patient to 
take Snails by unknown Names and Epithets. It | ce | 
was a good Rule 1n their Art, and that accom- | 
panies all other vain, fantaſtick, and ſupernatu- | 
ral Arts, that the Patients belief ſhould pre of-| 
ſeſs them with good hope and aſſurance Sefeic 
effe&s and operation. A Rule they hold to that ' 


degree, as to maintain that the moſt inexpert 
and 
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and ignorant Phyſician is more proper for a Pa. 
tient that has confidence in him, than the moſt 
learned and experienc'd, that he 1s not acquaint- 

99" ed with. Nay, even the very choice of moſt of 
* .f © their Drugs is in ſome fort myſterious and di-- 
X) vine. The left foot of a Tortoiſe; the Urine of a 
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Lizard, the Dung of an Elephant, the Liver of 

a Mole, Blood drawn from under the Wing of 
a-white Pidgeon 5 and for us who have the 
Stone, { ſoſcarnfully they uſe us in our Miſeries) 

- the Excrement of Rats. beaten to Powder, and 
ſach like traſh and faoleries, which rather carry 

a face of Magical Enchantment, than any ſolid 
<-Tf::Science. I omit the odd number of their Pills, 
—the appointment of certain days and feaſts of 
the year, the Superſtition of gathering their Sim- 

ples at certain hours: and that auſtere grim 
Countenance and haughty carriage which Pl:- 

_ #y himſelf ſo much derides. But they have, as [ 
rs” % jad, fail'd, 1n that they have not added to this 
'—fine beginning, the making their Meetings and 
Conſultations more religious and ſecret, where 

no profane Perſon ought to have been admitted, 

no more than in the ſecret Ceremonies of EZ ſcu- 
lapizs. For by Reaſon of thjs it falls out, that 
their irreſolution, the weakneſs of their Argu- 
ments, Divination, and Foundations, the ſharp-- 

neſs of their Diſputes, full of hatred, jealouſte, 

and particular intereſt, coming to be diſcover'd 

| by every one, a man muſt be yery blind not to 
diſcern that he runs a very great hazard in their 

&7) Hands. Who ever ſaw one Phyſician approve 


of agothers Preſcription, without taking ſome- 
thing 
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which they ſufficiently betray their Art, and 
make it manifeſt to = that = therem more 
conſider their own Reputation, and conſequent-. 
ly their Profit, than their Patients intereſt. He 
was a much wiſer man of their Tribe, wha of. 
old gave it for a Ryle, that only one Phyſician: 
ſhould undertake a fick To 3 for it he do 
nothing to purpoſe, one ſingle man's default can' 
bring no great ſcandal upon the Profeſſion 5 
and' on the contrary, the glory will be great, if 
he happen to have good:Succeſs, whereas when 
there are many, they at every turn bring a dif- 
repute upon their Calling, foraſmuch as they of 
tener do hnrt than good. They ought to begs ; 
tisfied with the perpetual diſagreement whicſFis 
found in the Opinions of the principal Maſters, 
and antient Authors of this Sciexce, which -15 
only known to men well read, without diſco» 
vering to the: vulgar the Controverſies and;va> 
rious Judgments which they ſtill nouriſh-and 
continue amongſt themſelves ; ſhall we have one 
Example of the antient Controverſie in Phy- 


all Diſeaſes in the Humonrs; Eraſiſtratus, inthe 
Blood of the Arteries; Aſclepiades, it the nviſi- 


fick > Hierophilus lodges the original. cauſe of x F<xyp=. | 


ble Atoms of the Pores; Alcmeorn, in the Exube- 


rancy, or Defeft of our bodily ſtrength 3 Dio- 
cles, in the Inequality of the Elements of which 


'the Body is compos'd, and in the quality of the 


Air we ſuck in ; Strato, in the Abundance, Cru- 
dity, and Corruption of the Nouriſhment we 
takez and Hippocrates lodges them in the —_ 

ere 


thing away, or adding ſomething to it ? By' 4. 
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e/eTfo Phtre is a certain Friend of theirs, whom they 
know better thank, who  declaresupon this Sub- 

ze&, that the'moſt important 5 Science in Pradtice 
amongſt us, as that which is: {mtruſted with our 
Health. and Converſation, IN B2, W Jnok the 


ter: "a Empirich Garda: vp, who wok 
 T'quite contrary way tor the Ancients in the 
ntunagement. of this Art. iWhen the' credit of 
theſe 'began a little to. decay, Herophilns et 

. "0ther ſort-of  Prattice on foot, which Aſ{cle- 
* pialleriin turn ſtood up againſt; and overthrew. 
The: « O mons: firſt - of  Themiſor, and then . of 
#/z,”-and' after that, thoſe: of Vexius valens, 

A PhyEicidn famous through the Intelligence he 
Had with Meſalina, came in Vogue, The Em- 
pire of Phyſick in Nero's time was eſtabliſh'd in 
Theſſalws, who aboliſh'd and condemn'd all that 
had been held till his time. [This man's Dorine 
was refuted by Crinws. of Marſees, who firſt 
brought all Medicinal Operations under the 
Epheme- 


ub- 
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Chap. 37. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Ephemerides, and motions of the Stars, and re- 
ducd cating, ſlkeping, and drinking to hours 
that were moſt pleaſing to Mercury, and the 
Moon. His Authority was ſoon after ſupplanted 
by Charinws, a Phyſician of the ſame City of 
Marſelles > a Man that not only controverted 
all the ancient methods of Phyfick, but more- 
over the uſage of hot Baths, that had been ge- 
nerally, and ſo many Apes before in cominon 
Uſe. He made men bath in cold Water even in 


Winter, and plung'd his fick Patients in the na- 


tatal Waters of every ſtream. No Romar: till 
Pliny's time had ever vouchſafd to praftiſe Phy- 
fick, that office was only perforn'd by Greeks 
and Foreigners, as 'tis now amongſt us French, 


by thoſe that ſputter Lat 3 for, as a great Phy- | 
fician ſays, we do not eaſily receive the Medi- | 


cific we underſtand, no more than we do the | 
Driigs we our ſelves gether. If the Nations from 
whence we fetch our Guaiacum, Sarſaparille, and 
Chines wood, converſe with Medicine, 'how 
great a value muſt we imagine by the ſame re- 
commendation of ſtrangeneſs, rarity, and dear 
purchace , do they ſet upon our Cabbidge and 
Parfly? For who would dare to contemn things 


' fo far fetch'd, and ſonght out at the hazard of 


ſo long and dangerous a Voyage ? 
Since the ancient mutations in Phyſick, there 


have been imnfinite others down to our 'own 


times, and for the moſt part fuch as have been 
infinite, entire, and univerſal, as thoſe for Exam- 


| ple, produc'd by Paracelſas, Fioravanti, and Ar- 
genterius 3 for they, as I am told, do not only 


alter 
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4 alter one Receipt, but. the, whole Contexture 
and Rules of the body of Phyſick, acculing all 
others of ignorance and impoſition that have pra- 
Qis'd before them. At this rate, in what a con- 

| - _ dition the poor Patient muſt be, I leave you to 
| 3tc1f,x judges But if we were yet aſfurd, that when 
they miſtake themſelves; that miſtake of. theirs 
would do us no harm, though it do us no good, 
it were a reaſonable bargain to vefiture making 

our {clves better without any danger, of being 
x) made worſe: Eſop tells a Story, that one who 
A Mir had bought a Moriſco Slave, believing that his 

| _ 4; black- Complexion was accidental in him; and 
| EcZhis occafion'd' by the ill uſage of his former Maſter, 
Comple- caus'd him to enter into a courſe of Phyſick, and 
+5... With great care to be often bath and purg' : 
it hapned. that the Moor was nothing amended 
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in; his tawny, Complexion, but he wholly loſt 

his former Health. . How oft do we ſee Phyſict- 

ans. impute'the death of their Patients to; one 

- another ? 1 remember that ſome years ago, there 
was an Epidemical Diſeaſe, very dangerous, and 

for the-moſt part mortal, that ragd in the Towrit 
about us: the ſtorm being, over, which had {wept 
away an infinite number of men, one of the-moſt 
Famous Phyſicians of all the Country preſently 
after publiſh'd a Book upon that. Subje&, where- 

in, upon better Thoughts, he confeſſes, that the 
tetring blood in thar Diſeaſe was the principal 

3 cauſe of ſo many miſcarriages. Moreover, their 
:) [ Authors hold, that there is no Phyſick that has 


| not ſomething hurful in it. And if even thoſe 
| of the beſt Operation do in ſome meaſure offend 
Lt. —_ 
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us, what muſt thoſe do that are totally, miſap- 
_ plied? For my own part, though there were 


nothing elfe in the Caſe, I am of Opinion, that 
to thoſe that loath the taſte of Phyſick, it muſt 


| needs be a dangeronsand prejudicial Endeavour 


to force it down at ſo incommodious a time, 
and with ſo much averſion, and believe that it 
marvyelloufly difſtempers a ſick Perſon at a time 
when he has ſo much need of Repoſe. And be- 
ſides this, if we but conſider the occaſions upon 
which they uſually ground the cauſe of our Dil- 
eaſes, they are fo light and nice, that I thence 


conclude a very little Errour in the diſpenſati- 


on of their Dr#gs may do a great deal of miſ- 
chief. Now, if the miſtake of a Phyſician be fo 
dangerous, we are 10 but a ſcurvy Condition 5 
for 1t is almoſt impoſſible but he muſt often fall 
into thoſe miſtakes: he had need of too many 
parts, conſiderations, and circumſtances, rightly 
to level his Deſign: he muſt know the Gels 
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| Perſon's complexion, his temperature, his hu- 


mours, inclinations, ations, nay, his very 
thoughts and imaginations. He muſt be aſſurd 
of the external circumſtances, of the nature of 
the Place, the quality of the Air and Seaſon, 
the ſcituation of the Planets, and their influen- 
ces: he muſt know in the Diſeaſe the Caſes, 
Prognoſticks, Aﬀe@ions, and Critical dayes 3 10 


the Druggs, the weight, the power of working,” 


the Countrey, figures, age, and diſpenſations, 
and he muſt know how rightly to proportion 
and mix them together, to beget a juſt and per- 


 &@ proportion 5 wherein if there be the leaſt 
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error, if amongſt ſo_many Springs there be but 
| any ofie 'ont of order, 'tis enough to deſtroy 

@ X) x1is- "God Ktiows of how great difficalty moſt of | 
” -— theſe things are to be underſtood. For ( for Ex- 
atnple?) bow Thall a Phyſician find obt the trus 
ſign of the Diſeaſe , every Diſeaſe being capa- 
ble of an infinite number of Indications ? How 
many Doubts and Controverſies ' have they 
amongſt themſelves upon the Interpretation of 
Orines > Otherwiſe, from whence ſhould the 
continual Debates we ſee amongſt them about 
_ the knowledge of the Diſeaſe proceed 2 How 
would we excuſe the error they ſo oft fall into, 
, of taking one rhing for another? In the Diſeaſe 
T have had, were there never fo little difficulty 
in the caſe, I never-found three of one Opin1- 
on: which I inſtance, becauſe I love to intro- 
duce Examples wherein I am my ſelf concern'd. 
Pe Tfz" x A Gentleman was at Paris lately ct for the 
£--| x) Stone by order of the Phyficians,in whoſe Blad- 
der, being accordingly ſo cut, there was found 
no fnore Stone than in the palm of his Hand 3 
z) and' 1h the ſame Place, a Biſhop, who was my 
particular good Friend, having been earneſtly 
preſt by the major part of the Phyficians'm 
Town, whom he conſulted, to ſuffer himſelf to 
be cut, to which alſo, upon their words, 'I'usd 
| my intereſt to perſuade him : when he was dead; 
3 and open'd, it appear'd that he had! no-Stone 
| bur in the Reins. They are leaſt 'excufable for 


9 


q 


| P c 52) any error in this Diſeaſe, by'reaſon that it is in 
ome ſort palpable; and *tis by that, that'T con+ 

clude Chirurgery to be much more certain, *by 

hon | reaſon 
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” Chap. 37. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eftays. 
' reaſon that it ſees and feels what it does, and ſo 


goes leſs upon conjecture; whereas the Phyfici- 
ans have no ſpeculune Matricis, by which to dif- 
cover our Brains, Lungs, and Liver. Even the 
very promiſes of Phylick are incredible in them- 
ſelves : for, being to provide againſt divers and 


' contrary Accidents, that often afflit us at one 


and the ſame time, and that have almoſt a neceſ- 
ſary relation, as the heat of the Liver, and the 
coldneſs of the Stomach , they will needs per- 
ſuade us, that of their Ingredients one will heat 
the Stomach , and the other will cool the Liver : 
one has its commiſſion to: .go direaly to the 
Reins, nay,even to the Bladder, without ſcatter- 
ing its Operations by the way, and 1s to retain 
its Power and Virtue thorough all thoſe ſtops 
and meanders, even to the place to the ſervice 
of which it is defigred, by its own occult pro- 
priety : the other will dry the Brazz, and ano- 
ther will moiſten the La7gs. All theſe things 
being mix'd in one Potion, is it not a kind of 
madneſs to imagine or to hope that theſe differing 
Virtues ſhonld ſeparate themſelves from one ano- 
ther in this mixture and confuſton, to perform ſo 
many various errands? I ſhould very munch fear thar 
they would either loſe or change their Tickets, 
and trouble one anothers quarters : And who 
can imagine but that in this liquid confaſion 


theſe Faculties muſt corrupt, confound, and ſpoil 


one: another? And is not the danger till. .more, 


when the making vp of this Medicine is Intru- 
ſted to the Skill and Fidelity of another. to whoſe 
mercy We again abandon our Lives? As we have 

L 7 2 Don- 
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Doublet and Breeches-makers, diſtinct Trades 
to Clothe us, and are ſo much the better fitted, 
being that each of them meddles only with his 
own Buſineſs, and has leſs to trouble his head 
' VWithall than a Taylor that undertakes all z and 
as 11 matter of Diet, great Perſons.for their bet- 
ter convenience, and to the end they may be 
better ſerv'd, have Cooks of diſtinct Offices, ſome 
for Soops and Pottages, and others for Roaſting, 
which one Cook that ſhould undertake the whole 
Service,could not ſo well perform,ſo muſt we be 


Tr =: in our Cures. . The Afgyptians had reaſon 


toreject this general Trade = a Þb1re: ician, and to 
dividethe Profeſſion to ſeveral peculiar Diſeaſes, 
. to every part of the Body a particular Operator. 
For that part was more properly, and with leſs 
confuſion provided for, being they eſpecially 
regarded nothing ee : Ours are not aware that 
he who provides for all, provides for nothing, 
and that the entire government of this Micro- 
coſze 18 more than they are able to undertake. 
Y Whillt they were afraid of ſtopping a Looſnelſs, 

It they ſhould put him into a Fever, they kil- 
led me a Friend that was worth more than the 
whole pack of them pur altogether. They coun- 
terpoiſe their own Divinations with the preſent 
Eviis, and becauſe they will not cure the Brazz 
tothe prejudice of the Stomach, they offend both 
, With their mutinous and cumultuary Drugs. As 


Les to the variety and weakneſs of Reaſons, it is 


more manifeſt in this than in any. other Ars. 
.\ Aperitive Mecoines 's are proper for a man 
ſubject to the Stone, b yrs on that opening and 

dilating 


Chap. 37. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſay#. 
dilating the Paſſages, they help forward the li- 
my Matter whereof Gravel and the Stone is en- 
gender'd, and convey that downward which be- 
gins to harden and gather 1n the Reiris. Aperi- 

tive things are dangerous for a man ſubject to 

the Stone, by reaſon that opening and dilating 
the Paſoge, tiyhelp forward toward the Reins 
the matter proper to create the Stone, which, by 
their own propenſion that way, being apt to 
ſeize it , *tis not to be imagin'd but that a great 
deal of what has been ſo convey'd thither muſt 
remain behind. Moreover, it the Medicine hap- 
pen to meet with anything too grols to be car- 
ried thorough all thoſe narrow Paſlages it muſt 
paſs to be expcl\'d, that obſtrution whatever it 
is, being ſtirrd by theſe aperitive things, and 
thrown into thoſe narraw Paſlages, coming 
to ſtop them, will occaſion a certain and moſt 

painful Death, They have the like conſtancy 
in the advices they give us for the regiment of 
Life. It is good to make water often, for we ex- 

perimentally ſee, that in letting it lye long 1n the 

Bladder, we give it time to ſettle the Sedement 

which will concreate into a Stone : .It 1s good 

not to make water often, for the heavy Excre- 

ments 1t carried along with it will not be voi- 

ded without violence, as we ſee by experience, 
that a Torrent that runs with force, waſhes the 


- ground it rowls over much clearer than the 


courſe of a {low and tardy Stream. Likewile it 
1s good to: have often to do with Women, for 
that opens the Paſlages and helps to evatate 
Gravel : It is alſo very ill to have often to do 
= gps 5 with 
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703 _ Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IT 
with Women, becauſe it - heats, tires, and wea- 
x. 1:.) kens the Reins. Te 1s good to bath frequently in 
hot waters, foraſmuch as that refreſhes and mol- 
' Jifies the place where the Gravel and Stone lye ; 
and it is alſo 1ll, by reaſon that this application 
of external heat helps the Reins to bake, harden, 
and petrifie the Matter fo diſposd. For thofe 
x) who are at the Bath, it is moſt healthful to ear 
| little ar Night, to the end that the Waters they 
are to drink the next Morning may have a bet- 
ter Operation uporan empty Stomach 3 on' the 
contrary, It is better to eat little at Dinner, that 
it hinder not the Operation of the Waters, 
which 1s not yet perfect, and not to oppreſs the 
Stomach ſo ſoon after the other labour, but leave 
the office of digeſtion to the Night, which will 
much better perform it than the Day, where 


the Body and Soul are in perpetual moving and 
L 2) action 3 thus do they juggle and cart 1n all their 


A v3 Diſcourſes at' our expence, and cannot give ma . 
one Propoſition againſt which T cannot erect a 
« contrary of equal force. Let them then no lon- 
ger exclaim againſt thoſe, who in this trouble of 
Sickneſs futfer themſelves to be gently guided 
by their own Appetite, and the advice of Na- 
ture, arid commit themſelves to the common For- 
tune. I have feen 1n my Travels almoſt all the 
famous Baths of Chriſtendom, and for ſome years 
Es paſt have begun to make uſe of them my ſelf, 
+1: , tor I look upon bathing as generally wholſom, 
| and Tievs that je Tales no little inconvenien- 
[ces In our Health, by baving left off the Cuſtom 

that was generally obſerv'd in former times - 
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moſt by all Nations,and is yet 1n many,of bathing 
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are much the worſe by having our Limbs cruſt- 
ed, and our Pores ſtopt with dirt and filth. And 
as to the drinking of them, Fortune has in the 
firſt place renderd them not at all unacceptable 
to my taſte 3 and ſecondly, they are natural and 
Gmple, which at leaſt carry no danger with them 
though they do us no good. Of which, the infi- 
nite croud of People of all ſorts of Complexions 
that repair thither, I take to be a ſufficient war- 
ranty : And although I have not there obſery'd 
any extraordinary and miraculous Effe&ts ; but 
that on the contrary, having more narrowly 
than ordinary enquird into it, I have found all 
the reports of ſuch operations that have been 


| ſpread abroad in thoſe Places, ill grounded and 


falſe, and thoſe that. believe them (as People are 
willing to be gulF'd in what they delire) de- 
ceiv'd in them 3 yet I have ſeldom known any 


that have been made worſe by thoſe Waters, ' ' 


and a man cannot honeſtly deny but that they 
beget a better Appetite, help Digeſtion, and do 
in ſome ſort revive us, if we do not go too Jate 
and in too weak a Condition, which I would 


diſſuade every one from doing. They have not | 4c {+ 
the virtue to raiſe men from deſperate and 1nve- | 
terate Diſeaſes, but they may help fome light In- | 


diſpoſition, or prevent ſome threatning Altera- | 


tion. Who does not bring along with him ſo 


much cheerfulneſs as to enjoy the pleaſure of 
the Company . he will there meet, and of the 


Walks and Exerciſes, to which the amenity of 
£834: | thoſe 


-every day 3 and I cannot imagine but that we 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 1I. 
thoſe Places invite us, will doubtleſs loſe the 
beſt and ſureſt part of their Effe&t. For this rea- 
fon I have hitherto choſen to go to thoſe of the 
moſt pleaſant Scituation, where there was the 
beſt conveniency of Lodging, :Proviſion, and 
Company, as the Baths of Bavzeres. in France, 
thoſe of Plombieres in the Frontiers of Germany 
and Lorrair, thoſe of Baden 1n Swizerland, thoſe 


. of Lucque in T»ſcany, and eſpecially thoſe De//a- 


V;lla, which I have the moſt, and at ſeveral Sea- 
ſons frequented. Every Nation has particular 
Opinions tonching their Uſe, and ſeveral Rules 
and Method: in ating them, and all of them, ac- 
cording to what I have ſeen almoſt of like Ef- 
fet. Drinking of them 1s not at all recerv'd in 
Germany 3 they bath for ali Diſeaſes only, and 
will lye dabling in the Water almoſt from Sz 
to Sur. In Italy, when they drink nine days,they 
bath at leaſt thirty, and commonly drink the 
Water mixt with ſome other Drygs to make it 


' work the better. We are here order'd to walk 


to digeſt it, there they are kept in bed after ta- 
king it til! it be wrought off, their Stomachs and 
Feet having continually hot cloths apply'd to 
them all the while : and as the Germans have 
a particular praQtiſe generally to uſe-Cupping, 


and Scarification in the Bath : So the Italians 


have their Doccie, which are certain little Chan- 
nels of this hot Water brought thorough Pipes, 
and with them bath an. hour in the Morning, 
and as much in the Afternoon for a Month to- 
gether, either the Head, Stomach, or any other 
part where the Grief lies. There are "_ 
other 


- Chap. 37. $9 eignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
other varieties of Cuſtoms in every Country, 
- Þþ or rather, there is no manner of reſemblance to 
one another. By which you may ſee, that this 
little part of Phyſ#ck, to which I have only ſub- 
mitted, though the leaſt depending upon Art of 
all others, has yet a great ſhare of the confuſion 


Profeſſion. The Poets ſay whatever they pleaſe 
with greater Emphaſis and Grace 3 witneſs theſe 
two Epigrams, >= T 
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Alcon heſterno ſignum Jovis attigit illa 

| Hamvis marmorens, vim patitur medici: 
Ecce hodie juſſus transferri ex ede vetuſta, 
 Effertur, quamvis fit Deas, atque Lapis. 


Alcon did yeſterday Joves Statue touch, 
Which, although Marble, ſuffer'd by it much: 
For to day order being given it ſhou'd 

Be taken from th' old 7Texzple where it ſtood, 
The thing without further delay was done, 
Although he was a God, and made of Stone. 


and the other, 
. Inventus mane eft mortuus Andragoras, 


Tam ſubite mortis cauſam Fauſtine requiris 2 
In ſomnis medicum viderat Hermocratem. 


Ardragoras bath'd,ſup'd,and went well to bed 
Laſt Night, but in the Morning was found 
RO 


Would'ſt 


and incertainty every where elſe manifeſt in their 
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71 2 Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. ' Book IÞ 
Would'ſt know, Faxſtinus, what was his 

Diſeaſe ? 43:7 

He dreaming ſaw the Puack, Hermocrates, 


3 + Upon which I will relate two Stories: The Ba- 
 apIfn x ron 6f Caupene in Chaloſſe, and I, have betwixt 
Us the Advouzor of a Benefice of great extent, 

at the foot of our Mountains call d Lahortar. 

x) It is with the: Inhabitants of this Azgle, as *'tis 
ſaid of thoſe of the Vale of Argrougne 3 they 

livd a peculiar ſort of Life, their Faſhiors, 

Cloths, and Manners diſtin& from other People, 

rad and govern'd by certain particular Laws 

and Qſances, receiv'd from Father to Son, to 

which they ſubmitted, without other conſtraint 

than the Reverence to Cxſtaze, This little State 

had continued from all Antiquity mn fo happy a 
Condition,that no neighbouring Judge was ever 

put to the trouble of enquiring into their do- 

ings, no Advocate ever retain'd to give them 
Counſel, nor Stranger ever call'd in to compoſe 

their Differences; nor was ever any of m- ſeen 

17,5 to go a bepging. They avoided all Alliances 
*T a) and T; -effick with Pa, World, that. they 
might not corrupt the Purity of their own Go- 
vernment ; till, as they ſay, one of them, in the 
memory of man, having a mind ſpurrd on with 

a noble Ambition, contriv'd to bring his Name 
Into Credit and Reputation, to make one of his 
Sons ſomething more than ordinary, and having 
put him to learn to write, made him at laſt a 
brave Town Clerk: This Fellow being grown 


Up, began to diſdain their ancient Cxſtoxes, and 
| to 


| Chap. 3”, .& eigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
to buz into the Peoples Ears the pomp of the 


other parts of the Nation. Fhe firſt prank he 
laid, was, to adviſe a Friend of his, Tha t ſome 
body had ended by Wawiiig off the Horns of 


one of his Goats, to make his Complaint to the 
Kings 


In the tail of this Corruption, they ſay, there 
happened another,and of worſe conſequence, by 
means of a Phy/ician, who fell in love with one 
of their Daughters, had a mind to marry her, 


_ and to live amongſt them. This man firſt of all 


began to teach them thenames of Fevers, Rheum 


' and Iapoſthumes, the Seat of the Heart, Liver, 
- and [zteſtines,a Sciencetill thenutterly unknown 


to them 3 and inſtead of Garlick, with which 
they were wont to cure all manner of Difeaſes, 
how painful or extream ſoever, he taught them, 
though it were but for a Coxgh, or any little 
Cold, to take ſtrange mixtures, and began to make 
a Trade, not only of their Healths, but of their 
Lives. They ſwear that till then they never 
perceiv'd the Evening Air to be offenſive to the 
Head, that to drink when they were hot was 
hurtful, and that the Winds of Autxmm were 
more unwholeſome than thoſe of the Spring 3 
that ſince this uſe of Phyſck,, they find them- 
ſelves oppreſt with a Legiou of unaccuſtom'd 

;ſeaſes, and that they perceive a general decay 


in their wonted Vigour, and their Lives are cut 


ſhorter by the half. This is the firſt of my Sto- ' 
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dees thereabour, and ſo he went on in 
this Practice, till he ſpoil'd and confounded all. 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book II, 
The other is, that before I was afflifted with 
the Stone, hearing that the Blood of a He-Goat 
was with many in very great eſteem, and look'd 
upon as a Celeſtial Manna rain'd down upon 
theſe latter Ages for the good and Preſervation 
of the Lives of Men, and having heard it ſpoken 
of by men of. Underſtanding for an admirable 
Drug, and of infallible Operation : I, who have 
ever thought my ſelf ſubje& to all the accidents 
that can befall ather men, had a mind in my 
perfe& health to furniſh my ſelf with this admi- - 
rable Medicine, and therefore gave order to 
have a Goat fed at home according to the Re- 
ceipt: for he muſt be taken in the hotteſt Month  - 
of all Szzzmer , and muſt only have aperitive 
Herbs given him to eat, and White-wine to 
drink. I came home by chance the very day 
he was to be kill'd; and one came and told me, 
that the Cook had found two or three great Balls 
in his Paunch, that rattled againſt one another 
amongſt what he had eaten : I was curious to 
have all his Entrals brought before me, where, 
having caus'd the Skin that inclosd them to be 
cut, there tumbled out three great lumps, as 
light as Spunges, ſo that they appear'd to be 
hollow 3 but as to the reſt, hard and firm with- 
Out, and ſpotted and mixt all over with various 
dead colours. One was perfe&ly round, and of 
the bigneſs of an ordinary Bow), the other two 
ſomething leſs, of an imperfe& roundneſs, as 
ſeeming not to be arriy'd at their full growth. 
I find by inquiry of People accuſtom'd to open 
theſe Animals, that it is a rare and unuſual —_ 
| ent. 
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derit. 'T1s likely theſe are Stones of the fame 
Nature with ours; and if ſo, it muſt needs be 
a very vain hope in thoſe who have the Stone, 
to extract their Cure from the Blood of a Beaſt 
who was himſelf about to dye of the ſame Di- 
ſeaſe. For to ſay that the Blood does not par- 
ticipate of this Contagion, and does not alter its 
wonted Virtue, it 1s rather to be believ'd, that 
nothing 'is ingendred in a Body but by the 
Conſpiracy and Comtunication of all the Parts: 
the whole maſs works together, though one part 
comributes more to the work than another, ac- 
cording to thediverſity of Operations. Where- 


fore it is very likely that there was ſome petri- 
| fying quality in all the parts of this Goat. It 


was not ſo much for fear of the future, and for 
my ſelf, that I was curious of this Experiment, 
but becauſe it falls out in mine, as it does in ma- 
ny other Families, that the Women ſtore up 
ſuch little Trumperies for the ſervice of the Peo- 
ple, uſing the ſame Receipt in fifty ſeveral Di- 
ſeaſes, and (uch a Receipt as they will not take 
themſelves, and yet triumph in their good Suc- 


ceſſes. As to what remains, I honour Phyſicians, x ov} zl: : | 


not according to the common rule, for Neceſſt- 


ty, { for to this Paſſage may be added another 
of the Prophet, reproving King 4/2 for having 
recourſe to a Phyſician ) but for themſelves, ha- 
ving known many very good men of that Pro- 
feſſzor, and moſt worthy to be believ'd. I do not 
attaque them, *tis their Art I inveigh againſt, and 
do not much blame them for making their Ad- 
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vantage of our Folly, for moſt men do the fame. 
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Seiqnent de Montaipne's Effie. Book if} | 
Many Callings, both of greater and leſs Dignity 


than theirs, have no other Foundation or Sup- 


port than publick abuſe. When I am fick I ſend 
for them, if they be near, only to have their 
Company, and fee thein as others do. I give 
them leave ro command meto keep my felf warm, 


. becauſe I naturally love to do it, and to appoint 


Wine pre- 
ſcrib'd for 
the ſick 
Startans, 


rc Gz1fux 


Leeks of Lettuce for my Broth, to order me 
White-wine or Claret, and ſo all other things 
at their own Pleaſure, which are mdifferent to 
my Palat and Cuſtom. I know very well that 
I do nothing for them in ſodoing, becauſe ſharp- 
neſs and ill pleaſing taſtes are accidents of the 
very Eflence of Phyſick. Licurgus order d Wine 
for the fick Spartans: Why ? becauſe they abo- 
minated the drinking of it when they were 
well : as a Gentleman, a Neighbour of mine, 
takes it for a rare Meditine in his Fever,becaiiſe 
that nathrally he mortally hates the taſte. How 
many do we fee amongſt them of my Fhamour, 
that deſpiſe taking Phyſck, themſelves, are men 
of a liberal Diet, and live a-quite contrary fort 
of Life to what they preſcribe others? What is 
this but flatly to abuſe our- Simplicity. For 
their own Lives and Healths are no lefs dear'to 
them than ours are to us, and 'confequently 
they would accomodate their Effe&s to their . 
own 'Rales, if they did not themſelves know 
how falſe they are. *Tis the fear of 'Death, and 
of Pain, an impatience of the Diſeaſe, and a 
violent and indiſcreet dcsire of a preſent Cure 
that ſo blinds us: and pure Cowardize that 
makes our belief ſo plyable and cafic to be _ 
Et” pos! 
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pos'd upon : and yet moſt men do not fo much 
believe as they acquieſce and permit, for I hear 


them find fault and complain as weſl as we : + 


But they refolve at laſt 3 What ſhould I do then? 
As if Impatienice were of it {elf a better Remedy 
than Patience. Is there any one of thoſe who 
have ſuffer'd themſelves to be perſwaded into 
this miſerable SubjeQion, that does not equally 
ſurrender himſelf to all forts of Impoſtures ? 
Who does not give up himſelf to the mercy of 


whoever has the impudence to promiſe him a , 


Cure > The Babylonians carried their ſick into 
the publick Place, the Fhyſician was the People, 


rr ND 


where every one that paſs'd by, being im huma- 


nity and civility oblig'd to enquire of their themgrket | 
Condition, gave ſome advice according to his *, | 
own Experience. We do little better, there be- < 63 q *) | 


ing not fo filly a Woman whofe Charms and 
har we do not make uſe of, and according 
to my FHamour, if I were to take Phyſick, I 
would ſooner chooſe to take theirs than any 
other, becauſe, at leaſt, if they do no good they 


will do no harm. What Homer and Plato faid of i $65 |; 


the ZEgyptians, that they wereall Phyſicians, may 
be faid of all People ; there is no one that does 
not boaſt of ſome rare 'Receipt, and who will 
not venture it upon his Neighbour if he will 


permit him. I was the other day in Company * 
where ſome one of my * fraternity told us of a * weaning 
new fort of Pills made up ofa hundred and odd at was 
Ingredients: it made us very merry, and was a kde gg 


ſingular Conſolation, for what Rock could Stone. 


wirhſtand '{o great a battery 2 And yet I hear 


* Pug 


The ſick 
crſons of 


abylon ex- 
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| by thoſe who have made-tryal of- it, that the 
leaſt atom of Gravel will. not ſtir for't. I can- 
not take my hand from the Paper before I have 
added a word or two more concerning the af- 
ſurance they give us of the infallibility of their 
| , « Drugs, and the Experiments they have made. 
Yef- x _ Thegreateſt part, andI think above two thirds 
| of rhe medicinal Virtues conhiſt in the @uinteſ- 
ſence, or occult propriety of Simples, of which 
we can have no other inſtruction than Uſe and 
Cuſtom, «For 2»inteſſence is no other than a Qua- 
lity of which we-cannot by our Reaſon find ont 
Fi) the cauſe. In ſuch Proofs, thoſe they pretend to 
—S haveacquird by the inſpiration of ſome Deo, 
I am content to receive (for I meddle not with 
Miracles) as alſo the Proofs which are drawn 
from things thatupon ſome other account off fall 
into uſe amongſt ns3 as if in Wool, wherewith 
we are wont to clothe our ſc] ves, there have ac- 
cidentally ſome occult deficcative Propriety been 
found out of curing kib 4 Heels, or as if in the 
Radiſh we eat for Food, there have been found 
- out ſome aperitive Operation. Galez reports, 
that a Man hapned to be curd of a Leprofie 
by drinking Wine out of a Veſſel mto which 
a Viper had crept by chance. In which Ex- 
ample, we find the means, and a very likely . 
guide and condudt to this Experiencez as we 
alſo do in thoſe Phyficians pretend to have 
been directed to by the Example of ſome Beaſts. 
But in moſt of their other Experiments, wherein 
they declare to have been conducted by For- 
tune, and to have had no other guide than 
Chance, 


It 
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of things, find out what this Horz is amongſt ſo 


Chance , I find the Progreſs of this Information 
jacredible. Suppofe xa looking round about 


him upon the infinite number of things, Plarts, 


Animals, and Metals, 1 do not know where he 
would begin his tryal 3 and though his firſt fan- 


cy ſhould fix him upon an Elk's bor, wherein" 


there muſt be a very gentle and eafie belief, he 
will yet find himſelf perplex'd 1n his ſecond Ope- 


ration, There are ſo many Maladies, and ſo x 


— 


many Circumſtances laid before him, that be- 
fore he can arrive at the certainty of the point, 
to which the perfeQtion of his Experience ſhould 
arrive, humane ſence will be at the end of its 
and before he can, amongſt this infinity 


many Diſeaſes, what the Epilepſie, the many 
Complexions in a melancholick Perſon, the ma- 
ny Seaſons in Winter, the many Nations in the 
French, the many Ages in Age, the many Cale- 
ſtial Mutations 1n the ConjunGion of Vexzs and 
Saturn, and the many Parts in mans Body, nay, 
in a Finger: and being in all this directed nei- 
ther by Argument, Conjecures, Example, nor 
Divine Inſpirations, but meerly by the ſole-mo- 
tion of Fortune 3 it ſhould be by a perfeCtly 


artificial, regular, and methodical Fortune. And - 


after the Cure is performed, how can he affure 
himſelf that it was not becauſe the Difeaſe was 
arriv'd at its period, or an efie& of Chance ? or 
the Operation of ſomething elſe that he had ea- 
ten, drunk, or touch'd that day ? or by Virtue 
of his Grand-mothers Prayers ? And morcover, 
had this Experiment been perfe&t, how many 

Aaa times 
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times was it reiterated, and this long beadrole 
of Fortunes and Encounters ſtrung anew from 
Chance to conclude a certain Rule 2 And when 
the Rule is concluded, by whom I pray you ? 
Of ſo many millions, there are but three Men 
who take upon them to record their Experi- 
ments. And muſt Chance needs juſt meet one of 
theſe 2 Whar if another, and a hundred others 
have made contrary Experiments 2 We might, 
peradvemure, have ſome light 1n this, were all 
the Judgments and Arguments of men known 
to us. But that three witneſſes, three DoGors, 
ſhould Lord it over all Mankind 1s againſt all 
reaſon. It were fit that humane Nature ſhould 
have deputed and cull'd them out, and that they 
were declard onr Comptrollers by expreſs Let- 
ters of Attorney. 


To Madam de Duras. 


Madam, The laſt time you hononr'd me with 

a Viſit,- you found me at work upon this Chap- 
ter,and being it may happen that:theſe trifles may 
one day fall into your Ladiſhips hands, I will 
alſo that they teſtifie in how great honour the 
Author will take any Favour you ſhall pleaſe to 
ſhew them. You will there find the fame air 
and behaviour you have obſerv'd in his Conver- 
ſation, and though I could have borrow'd ſome 
better or more favourable garb thah my own, I 
would not have done it, for I require nothing 
more of theſe Writings, but to preſent me to 
| your 
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your Memory, ſuch as I naturally am. The ſame 


Conditions and Faculties your Ladiſhip has been 


pleas'd to frequent and receive with much more 
Honour and Courteſie than they deſerve, I will 
pat together. (but without alteration) in one 
ſolid Body, that may peradventure continue 
ſome years, or ſome days after I am gone 3 where 
you may find them again when your Ladiſhip 
ſhall pleaſe to refreſh your Memory, without 
putting you to any greater trouble, neither are 
they worth it. I deſire you ſhould continue the 
favour of your Friendſhip to me, by the ſame 
Qualities by which it was acquird; and am not 
ambitious that any one ſhould love and eſteem 
me more dead than living. The Humour of 1- 
berixs is ridiculous, but yet common,” who was 
more ſollicitous to extend his Renown to Po- 
ſterity than to render himſelf acceptable to men 
of his own time. If I was one of thoſe to whom 
the World could owe commendation, I would 
acquit the one half to have the other 11 hand, 
that their praiſes might come quick and crow- 
ding about me, more thick than long, more tull 
than durable 3 and let them ceaſe on Goa's 
Name with my knowledge, and when the fweer 
ſound can no longer pierce my Ears. It were an 
idle Humour to go about, now that I am going 
to forſake the commerce of Men, to ofter my 
ſelfto themby a new Recommendation. I make no 
account of the Goods I could not employ in the 
Service of my Life. And ſuch as I am, I will be 
elſewhere than in Paper : My Art and Induſiry 
have been ever directed to render me good .for 

Aaa2 | . ſome- 
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ſomething; and my Studies, to teach me to do, . 
and-not to write. I have made it my whole bu- - 
fineſs to frame my Life. This has been my Trade 
and my Work. I am leſs a writer of Books than 

| Ga any thing ele. I have coveted ſo much under- 
ſtanding tor the Service of my preſent and real 

onventences, and not to lay up a ſtock for my 
Poſterity. Who has any thing of Value in him, 

let hmm make it appear mn his Manners, in his 
ordifary Diſcourſes, in his Courtſhips, and his 
Quarrels, in Play, in Bed, ar Table, in the ma- 

1% nagement of his Afﬀairs, i in hts Oeconomy. Thoſe 

| lots that I ſeemake > good Books mm Il Breeches,ſhould 

| firit have mended their Breeches, if they would 
have been rul'd by me. Ask a Spartan, whether 

| he had rather be a good Orator or a good Sout- 

of 68) Zier5 and if I was azkd the fame Queſtion, 1 
would rather chute to be a good Cook, had I not 
one already to ſerve me. Good God ! Madam, 
how ſhould I hate the Reputation of being a 
pretty Flow ar Writing, and an Aſs and a Sot 

' 1n every thing elſe. Yet I had rather be a Fool 
in any thing than to have made fo ill a Choice 
wherein to employ my Talent. AndI am fo far 
from cxpeCting to gain any new Reputation by 
theſe Follies, that I ſhall think I come off pret- 
ty well if [ loſe nothing by it of that little 
I had before. For beſides that this dead painting 
will take from my natural Being, it has no re- 
ſemblance to my better Condition, but alſo much 
lap:'d from my former Vigour and Chearfulnefs, 
and looks faded, and wither'd. I am towards 

e the bottom of the Barre}, which begins to wp | 
O 
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of the Lees. And to the reſt, Madem, I ſhould | 14-prts" 
not havedar'd to make fo bold with the Myſte- 
ries of Phyſick, confidering the eſteem that your 
Ladiſhip, and ſo many others have of it, had I 


not had encouragement from their own Authors, 

Pliny, and Celſws. Tf theſe ever fall into your 

hands, you will find that they ſpeak much more 

rudely of their Art than I do; I but pinch it, 'K_ 
they cut the Throat on't. Pliny, amongſt other x 03 AZE*Þ 
things,twits them with this, That when they are | 
af the end of the Rope, that is, when they have 

done the utmoſt of what they are _ to do, 

they have a pretty device to fave themſelves, of 
ad their Patients, whom they have 

teazd and tormented with their Drugs and Di- 

ets to no purpoſe, ſome to Vows and Miracles, | 
and others to the hot Baths and Waters. ( Be f 
not angry, Madam, he ſpeaks not of thoſe in our 
Parts, who are under the ProteCion of your = 
Houſe, and all Gramontivs.) They have befides 03 a2 N:Þ 


another way of ſaving their own Credit, of rid- 
ding their fo of us, and ſecuring themſelves 
from the reproaches we might caſt in their Teeth 
of the little amendment, when they have had 
us ſo long in their hands, that they have not one 1 
wore Invention left wherewith to amuſe us 3 [| 
which is, to ſend us to the better Air of ſome | 
other Country. This, Madam, is enough; I hope 
you will give me leave to return to my former 
Diſcourfe, from which I have ſo far digreſt, the 
better to divert you. - | 5 a; 

It was, I think, Pericles, who being ack'd how » Vi- A 
he gid, you may judge, ſays he, by thefe, ſhowing 7 


ſome 
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ſome little Scrowls of -Parchment he had tyed 


was reduc to a Neceflity of having recourſe to | 
ſuch idle and -vain Fopperies, and of ſuffering 
* himſelf to be ſo equip'd. I dare not promiſe 
but that I may- one day be ſo much a Fool as 
to commit.my Life and Death to the Mercy and 
Government of Phyſicians; I may fall into ſuch 
a Frenzy\,I dare not be reſponſible for my fu- 
ture Conitancy : but then, if any one ask me 
how I do, I may alſo anſwer, as Pericles did, Toy 
#2ay judge by this, ſhowing my hand clutch'd up 
with fix drams of Opium: it will be a very evi- 
dent fign of a violent ſickneſs : and my Judg- 
ment will be very much out of Order. . If once 
fear and impatience get ſuch an Advantage over 
me, it may very well be concluded that there is 
a dreadful Fever 1n my Mind. I have taken the 
pains to plead this Cauſe, which I little enough 
underſtand, a little to back and ſupport the na- 
tural averſion to Dyrngs and the PraFice of Phy- 
ſick, 1 have deriv'd from my Anceſtors: to the end 
1t may not be a meer ſtupid and temerarious 
averſion, but have a little mare Form; and allo, 
that they who ſhall ſee 'me ſo obſtinate in my 
Reſolution againſt all Exhortations and Menaces | 
that ſhall be given me, when my Infirmity ſhall 
preſs hardeſt upon me, may not think 'tis meer 
Obſtinacy in me 3 or any. one o 111 natur'd, as 
yet to judge it to be any motive of Glory : For 
It would be a ſtrange ambition to ſeek to gain 


Honour by an Aion my Gardiner or my Groom 
Sf can 


14 | Heart ſo tumorous and windy, that I ſhould ex- 


ES nas 


/- | alike, no more than two Hairs, or two Grains. 
4 | The moſt Univerſal Quality, is Diverſity. 


The End of the Second Book. 
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to | and imaginary Pleaſure. Glory, even that of the to ey? 
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The Third BOOK. 


CHAP. I. 


| ys Of Profit and Honeſty. 
i O Man is free from ſpeaking fooliſh * 9776 


NN things 3 but the worſt on't is, when a 
| Man ſtudies to play the Fool. | 


e i/te 124010 conatu, maonas nueas al > Tr. Heant, 
Ne ifte mag u, mag gas dixerit m—_— 


Leſt it with him do come to pals, 
To take great Pains to be an Af. 


"This does not concern me, mine {lip from 
| me with as little care as they are of little va- 
8 } lae, and 'tis the better for them. I would pre- 
z | ently part with them for what they are. worth, 
and neither buy nor ſell them,- but as they 

B weigh. 
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weigh. I ſpeak in Paper, as I do to the firſt I 
meer, and that this is true, obſerve what fol- 
24/7" lows. To whom ought not Treachery to be 

bateful, when Tyberizs refus'd it in a thing of 
Treachery ſq great Importance to him ? He had word 


. ed : _ WG: 29 PTR ot SPE 
ens ſent him from Germany, that if he thought fit, 
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| F: they. would rid him of 4riminiws, the moſt | 
potent Enemy the Romans had, by Poyſon. 
He return'd anſwer, T hat the People of Rome i 
were wont to revenge. themſelves of their Enemies Þ 
| by open ways, and with their Swords in their 
» hands, and not clandeſtinely, and by Fraud. * 
Wherein he quitted the utite for the honefſi. | 
You will tell me that he was a Deceiver, and | 
did not ſpeak as he thought ; I believe ſo too : | 
and *tis no great Miracle in Men of his Profel- | 
ſion. But the acknowledgement of Virtue, is | 
not leſs valid in the Mouth of him that hates |} 
it, for as much as truth forces it from him, and | 
if he will not inwardly receive it, he at leaſt 
puts it 0n,and with it makes himſelf outwardly | 
fine. Our ontward and inward StruQure is | 
fall of impertecion, but there is nothing uſe- | 
leſs m Natyre, not ſo much as Tnurilicy it (elf; | 
nothing has inſinuated it ſelf into this Univerſe, Þ 
that has not therein fone fit and proper place. # 


W. wq x Our Being is cemented with ſickly Quahities, | 
mbition, Jealouſte, Envy, Revenge, Superſtition 

and Deſparr,have fo natural a Poſſeſſion in us, 

| that-the Tmage is diſcern'd in Beaſts: Nay, and | 
aCrielty, fo unnatural a Vice, for even in the | 

Og Gs 2 midſt of Compaſſton, be feel within T know Z 

_— , 4 , _" ED a ».y 

not what tart-ſweer- titillation of ill-natur'd 3 
Pleaſure 3 
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Pleaſure in ſeeing others ſuffer, and the Chil- | 


dren feel it : 


Suave meri magno turbantibus £quora ventis, Lucan. l. 2. 


Et Terra magnum alterius ſpetare laborem. 


"Tis ſweet from Land' to ſee a Storm at Sea, 
And others finking, whilſt our ſelves arefree. 


* of the Seeds of which Qualities, whoever 
Z ſhould diveſt man, would deſtroy the Funda- 
. Z mental Conditions of human Life : Likewiſe yices Ne- 
. & in all Governments there are neceſſary Offices, 
Z not only abje&, but vicious alſo. Vices have j.ns, 
: © there a help to make up the ſeam in our pie- 
© cing 3 as Poyſons are uſeful for the Conſervati- 
# on of Health. If they become excuſable becauſe 
# they are of uſe to us, and that the common 
Z Neceflity covers their true Qualities: we are 
& to refign this part to the ſtrongeſt and boldeſt 
E Citizens, who ſacrifice their Honcar and Con- 
# ſcience, as others of old facrific'd their Lives 
# for the good of their Country : We who are 
# weaker, take upon us the parts of AQtions, 
Z both that are more caſie, and leſs hazardous: 
Z the publick Weal requires that a Man ſhould 
# betray, and lye, and maſſacre 3 let us leave 
= this Commiſſion to Men that are more obedient, 
Z and more ſupple. In earneſt,] have often been 
Z troubled to ſee Judges by Fraud, and falſe 
Z hopes of Favour or Pardon, allure a Criminal 
Z to confeſs his Faft, and therein to make uſe of 
7 Cozcnage and Impudence. It would become 
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ceflary in * 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book II. 
Juſtice, and Plato himſelf, who countenances 
this manner of proceeding, to furniſh me with 
other means more ſuitable to my own liking, 
This is a maJicions kind of Juſſice, and I look 
uponitasnoleſs violated by it ſelf than by others, 

#I ſaid not long lince to ſome company 1n Dif- 
courſe, that I ſhould hardly be drawn to betray Þ 
my Prince for a particular Man, who ſhould be | 
very much aſham'd to betray any particular Man | 
for my Prince; and do not only hate deceiving | 
my ſelf, but that any one ſhould deceive through | 
me ; I will neither afford matter nor occaſion # 

» to any ſuch thing. In the little I have had to Z 
mediate betwixt our Princes in the Diviſions 
and Subdiviſions, by which we are at this time 
torn to pieces, I have been very careful that 


Rt ISO nt > 
EN by 63 Ns 
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they ſhould neither be deceiv'd in me, nor de- F ' 


ceive others by me: People of that kind of X 
trading are very reſerv'd, and pretend to be the 
moſt moderate imaginable, and neareſt to the # 
Opinions of thoſe with whom they have to do; # 
I expoſe my ſclf in my true Opinion, and at- 
ter a method the moſt my own 5 a young and i 
tender Negotiator, and one who had rather fail i 
in the Aﬀair than be wanting to my Self: And 
yetit hasbeen hitherto with ſo good luck, {for Z 


Fortune hzs doubtleſs the beſt ſhare in it) that % 


Jittle has paſt from hand to hand with leſs ſu- 7? 
ſpition, or more favour and privacy. I have a * 
free and open way that eafily infinuates it ſelf, Z 
and obtains belict with thoſe with whom I am $ 

to deal at the firſt meeting. Sincerity and pure 
|Trath 10 what Age fover paſs for current F 'S 
and = 


- Z it carried along with it a manifeſt ſhew of fim- 

ie & plicity and negligence. I pretend to no. other 

\t © fruit by afting than to AQ, and add to it no 

.. & long purſuit nor propoſals ; every aCtian plays 

F & its own Game, win if it can. As to the reſt, os. 

e © 1 am not ſway'd by any Paſſion either of love (2 ,-<g?; | 
e & orhatred towards the great ones, nor havemy | _ | 
; = Wall captivaied either by particular injury or | ad 

' 2 obligation. I look upon our Kirg with | 

1 an atieftion ſimply loyal and reſpective, nei- 

1 & ther prompred on nor reftrain'd by any pri- 

3 2 vate Intereſt, and I love my ſelf for it. Neither 

- 2 doesthegeneral and juſt Carſe attrat meother- 

- = wiſe than with moderation, and without Ani- 

. # molity. Lamnot ſubject to theſe penetrating and W 

, © entirely affe&ed Engagements. Anger and Ha- | apa —< + 

" & tred are beyond the Juty of Juſtice, and are | 

| Z Paſſions only uſcful to thoſe who do not keep 

, Z# themſelves ſtridly to their duty by meer Rea- 


Chap, I+ Seignenr de Montaigne's. Eſſays. 
and beſides, the. liberty and freedom of a Man 
who treats without any Intereſt of his own, is 
never hateful or ſulpeGted, and he may very 
well make uſe of the Anſwer of Hipperides to the 


Athenians, who complain'd of his blunt way. 
$ of ſpeaking. My Maſters, de not conſider whe« 


ther or no 1 am free, but whether 1 am ſo without 


| 4 bribe, or without any advantage to my own Af- 
# fairs. My liberty of Speaking has allo eafily 
! clear'd me from all ſuſpition of diſſembling by 
= its vehemency, (leaving nothing unfaid how 


home and bitter ſoever, fo that I could hava 
ſaid no worſe behind their backs) and in that 


= /on. Viatur motn animi, qui uti ratione non p0- 


B 3 teſt. 
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6  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book II. 


teft. He only employs bis Paſſion that can make 
20 uſe of his Reaſon. All juſt intentions are tem- 
perate of themſelves ; if otherwiſe, they de- 
generate into Seditious and unlawful. This is 
it which makes me walk every where with 
my Head ere&t, my Face and my Heart open. 
To confeſs the Truth, and I am not afraid to 


confeſs it; I ſhould eaſily for need hold up one 
Candle to St. Michael! and another to his Dra- & 
gor, hike the old Woman; I will follow the # 
right ſide even to the fire, but excluſively if I Z 
can : Let Montaigne be over-whelm'd in the # 
publick Ruin, if need be 3 but if there be no Z 


Er x need, I ſhould think my {elf oblig'd to For- | 
: - fune to fave me, and I will make _ of all the 


length of line my duty allows for his preſer- X 
3 vation : Was it not Attics, who being of the | 
juſt, but loſing fide, preſerved himſelt by his 
moderation, in that yniverſal ſhipwrack of the 
World amongſt fo many mutations and diver- | 
fities ? For private men, as he was, it is more % 


That's * eaſie 3 and in ſuch kind of work, I find a man : 
neither may juſtly not be ambitious to offer and in- } 


Honoura- 


ble, nor firuate himſelf 3 for a man indeed to be wa- | 


Honeſt, to paring and irreſolute, to keep his affeftion un- 


; pL mov'd, and without inclination in the Trou- 


if vil we. bles of bis Country, and a publick Diviſion, I 


Livie. 1.32. either think it handſome nor honeſt. Ea nou 


media, fed nulla wia eft, velut eventum expeFtan- 
tum, quo Fortune confilia ſua applicent. That is % 
ot a middle way, but no way, to expe Events 
by which they referr their rejolmtions to Fortune. 
This may be allow'd in our OW Af Z 
airs, = 


il 
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Chap: 1. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
fairs, and thus Gelo the Tyrant of Syracuſe ſu-: 


ſpended his inclination in the War betwixt 
the Greeks and Barbarians, keeping a Reſident 
Embaſſador with Preſents at Delphos,to lye and 
watch to fee which way Fartune would in- 
cline, and then take preſent occaſion to fall in 


with the Victors. It would be a kind of Trea- 


ſon to proceed after this manner in our own 


| domeſtick Afﬀairs, wherein a man muſt of ne- 
EZ cefſlity be of the one fide or the other; though 
® for a Man who has no Office or expreſs com- 
Z mand to call him out, to fat (till, I hold it mpre 
& excuſable ( and yet I do not excule my ſelf up- 


on theſ& terms) except in Foreign Expediti- 


| ons, to which alſo, according to our Laws, no 


man is preſt againſt his will. And yet even 
thoſe who wholly engage themſelves in ſuch 
a War, may behave themſelves with ſach tem- 


Z per and moderation, that 'tis likely the ſtorm 
Z may fly over their heads without doing them 


any harm. Had we not reafon to exped& ſuch 
an iſſue in the Perſon of the late S7eur de Mor- 
villiers, late Biſhop of Orleans? And I know 
amongſt thoſe who behave themſelves the moſt 
bravely and briskly in the preſent War, ſame 
whoſe Manners are ſo gentle, obliging, and 


Z juſt, that they will certainly ſtand firm what- 


ever Event Heaven is preparing for us. I amof 


, ©} Opinion, that it properly belongs to Kzgs 
2 only to quarrel Kzzgs, and laugh at thoſe Byl- | 
y to quar. | | 


| 


ly- Rocks, that out of wantonnelſs of Courage, 
preſent themſelves to ſo diſproportion'd di- 
ſputes : for a Man hasnever the more particu- 

| B 4 | lar 


———. 


<if. 3 
5 


+» 


lar quarrel to a Prixce, for marching openly 
and boldly againſt him for his own Honour, 
and according to his Duty : if he does not 
love (ſuch a Perſon, he does better he has 
a Reverence and Eſteem for him. And the 
Cauſe of defending the Laws, and the Ancient 
2; Government of a Kingdom, has this always 
29 eſpecially annext to it, that even thoſe, who 
; for their own private Intereſt invade them, 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book INI) 


43 An + excuſe, it they do not honour the Deferders. 
4 3 da 806 But we are not, as we now a days do, to call 
| pieviſhne(s and inward diſcontent, that ſpring 
I} from private Intereſt and paſſion, Duty, nor a 

treacherous and malitious conduQ, Courage. # 


ll f:) They call their propenſion to miſchief and vio- | 
2 ' lence, Zeal: *'tis not the Caſe, but their In- © 


« tereſt that inflames them. They kindle and be- | 
gin a War, not becauſe it 1s juſt, but becauſeit # 
is War. A Man may very well behave himſelf 
commodioutly and loyally too, amongſt thoſe 
of the adverſe Party 3 carry your ſelf, if not 7 
with the ſameequal affection ( for that is capa- 2 
ble of different meaſares) ar leaſt, with an af- 

tection moderate, well temper'd, and fuch as | 


ſhall not ſo engage you to one Party, that it 
may expect all you are able todo for that ſide, ® 
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| Sr and content your felt alſowith a moderate pro- Þ 
3 | *7 | portion of their Favour and good Will, and # 


*) | ro ſwim in troubled Waters without fiſhing Z 
in them. The other way of offering a man's ® 
ſe]f, and the utmoſt Service. he is able to do, ® 
both to one Party and the other, has yet in it 
leſs of Prudence than Conſcience. Does not | 

he Z 


Chap. 1. Seigneur de Montaigne'/ Eſſays. 
.he to whom you betray another, to whom you 
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was as welcome as to himſelf, know that you 
will at another time do as much for him 2 He 
holds you for a Villain; and in the mean time 
hears what you will ſay, gathers intelligence 
from you, and works his own ends out of your 
difloyalty 3 for double-dealing men aro uſe- 


indifferent or known, or what 1s of common 
Conſequence. I cannot permit my ſelf for any 


conſideration to tell them a Lye. What is in- | 2pſ#- 
truſted to my ſecrecy,Ireligiouſly conceal ; but | 
I take as few truſts of that nature upon me as ' 
 T can, The Secrets of Princes are a trotble- 


ſome burthen to ſuch as are not intereſted in 
them, I very willingly indent that they truſt 
me with little, but confidently rely upon what 
I tell them : I have ever known more than 1 


defir'd. One open way of ſpeaking opens ano- | 
ther open way of ſpeaking, and draws out dif: | 
coveries like 7 ine and Love. Phillipides, in my 


Opinion, anſwer'd King Ly/imacws_very dil- 
creetly, who asking him what of his Eſtate he 
ſhould beſtow upon bim £ What you will, ſaid he, 
provided it be none of your Secrets. I ſee every 


one mutters, and 1s diſpleaſed, if the bottom of 


the Afﬀair be conceal'd from him wherein he is 
employ d, or that there be any reſervation in 
the thing; for my part, I am content to know 
| no 


bl : 
full in bringing in, but we muſt have a care —_ 
| they carry out as little as 1s poſſible. I ſay no- Men are 
thing to one Party, that I may not upon oc- " 
caſion ſay to the other, with a little alteration ' 


= of accent, and report nothing but things either - 


9 


Uſe. 
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Io Seignenn de Montaigne's Efays. Book It. 
no more of the bufineſs than what they defire 
I ſhould employ my ſelf in, nor defire that my: 
Knowledge ſhould exceed or ſtrain my word: 
If I muſt ſerve for an Inſtrument of deceit, let } 

4c3, | it be ar leaſt with a fafe Conſcience, I will nei- 

* "| ther be reputed a Servant fo affe&ionate,nor fo 
Toyal, as to be fit to betray any one. Who is | 
unfairhful to bimſelf, is excuſably ſo to his 
Maſter. But they are Princes who do not ac- | 
cept men by halves, and deſpiſe limited and 
conditional Services. I cannot help it, I truly Z 
tell them how farlI can go3 fora Slave I ſhould * 
not be,but upon verygood Reaſon,and however i 
I could hardly ſabmit to that Condition. And 


* , they alſoaretoo blame to exaG fro e-man | 
| the —_ Subjetion and Obligation to their 
Service, they do from him they have made, and 
bought, or whoſe Fortune does particularly 
and expreſly depend upon theirs. The Laws | 
have delivered me from a great Anxiety, they | 
have choſen a Maſter for me, all other Superi- 
ority and Obligation ought to be relative to i 
him, and cut off from all other. Yet is not this ® 
to ſay, that if my Atedtion ſhould otherwiſe # 
ſway and incline me, my hand ſhould pre- 7 
ſently obey itz the Will and Defire are a Lin X 
to themſelves; but Actions muſt receive Com- 7 
miſſion from the publick appointment. All # 
this proceeding of mine 1s a little diſſonant #7 
from the ordinary forms; It would produce no F 
great Effe&s, nor be of any long duration z * 
0 1Ip/. Innocence it ſelf could not,in thu Age of ours, 7 
| either Negotiate without Diſſtimulation, or 

co Traffick 


5 \ 


Chap. 1. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. II 
Traffick without Lying. And indeed publick | 
Employments are by no means for my Pallat; 
d: & what my Profeſſion requires, I perform after 
et the moſt private manner that I can. Being 
1- & young, I wasengagd upto the Ears in Buſineſs, 
lo and it ſucceeded well, but I diſengag'd my ſelf 
is | in due time. TI have often fince avoided med- 
is Þ ling 1n it, rarely accepted, and never askd it, 
c- & keeping my back til] rurrd to Ambition: but 
d # if not like Rowers,who ſo advance backward, 
2 - yet ſo nevertheleſs, that I am leſs oblig'd tomy 
Z Reſolution than to my good Fortune, that I 
Z was not wholly embark'd in it. For there are 
Z ways leſs diſpleaſing to my Taſte,and more ſui- 
Z table to my Ability, by which, if ſhe. had for- 
Z merly call'd me to the publick Service, and 
= my own Advancement towards the Worlds 
= Opinion, I know I ſhould, in ſpite of all my 
= own Arguments to the contrary, have purſued 
= them. Such as commonly ſay, in Oppoſition 
| to what I profeſs, that what I call Freedom, 
= Simplicity,and plainneſs in my Manners, is Art, 
= and Subtilty, and rather Prudence than Good- 
2 neſs, Induſtry than Nature, good Sence than 
- = good Luck, do me more Honour than Dif- 
» 2 grace: but doubtleſs they make wy Subtilty 
- Z tooſibtle; and whoever has follow'd me cloſe, 
| #Z and pry'd narrowly into me, I will give him 
; # the Victory, if he does not confeſs that there is 
| & no Ryle in their School that could match this 
 # natural Motion, and maintain an apparence of 
23 Liberty and Licence ſo equal and inflexible, 
= through ſo many various and crooked rw 
4 an 
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and that all their Wit and Endeavour could 
never have led them through. 


Profit, and the Commodity 0 
inraſted with, 1s double, unequal, and caſual. 


I have ſeen theſe counterfeit and artificial Li- 


berties practic'd, but for the moſt part without 


Succeſs. They reliſh of A&:/op's Aſs, who in | 
Emulation of the Dog, obligingly clapt his Z 
two fore Feet upon his Maſtes's ſhoulders; but # 
as many careſſes as the Dog had for ſuch an # 


Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book III; 


The way of 


Truth is one, and ſimple, char 07_particuls f particular | 


airs 4 man is ® 


expreſſion of kindneſs, twice ſo many blows X 


with a Cudgel-had the poor Afs for his Com- # 
plement. Id maxime quemque decet, quod oft 
cujuſque ſuum maxime. That beſt becomes every it 
man, that he is beit at. I] will not deprive De- | 


ceit of its due, that were but ill to underſtand 


the World : I know it has oft been of great 
uſe, and that it maintains and ſupplies moſt # 
mens vacancies. "There are Vices that are law- # 
ful, as there are many AQtions either good, or E 
at leaſt excuſable, that are not lawſul in them- 
ſelves. That Juſtice which in it ſelf is natural 


and univerſal, is otherwiſe, and more nobly 
ordered, than that other Juſtice, which 1s pe- 
culiar, National, and wrefted to the ends of 
Government. Veri juris germaneque Juſti- 
tie ſolidam, & expreſſam effigiem nullam tene- 
Mus ; umbra & imaginibus utimur. We retain 


210 ſolid and expreſs effigies of true right and Ju- 


the Lives of Socrates, Pzthagoras and Diogenes 
read, 
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ftice 5 we have only the Shadow and images of 
it. Infomuch that the wiſe Dandamy's hearing | 3 
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Chap. 1. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
read, judg'd them to be great men every way; 
excepting that they were too much ſubjeted 
to the reverence of the Laws, which to ſecond 


& and authorize, true Virtue muſt abate very 


much of its original vigour, and many vicious 


| ations are introduc'd, not only by their per- 


r3 


miſſion, but advice. Ex ſenatus conſultis.plebiſque Seneca 


common Laws. I follow the common Phraſe, 


” that diſtinguiſhes betwixt profitable, and ho- 


neſt things, ſo. as to call ſome natural Actions, 


; that are not only Profitable and Neceſlary, 


Diſhoneft, and Foul. But let us proceed in 


& our Examples of Treachery : Two Pretenders 


to. the Kingdom of Thrace, were fall'n into 
diſpute about their Tithe; The Emperonr hin- 
dred them from proceeding to blows: but one 


{ of them under colour of bringing things to a 
| friendly iffue by an interview, having 1ncited 


his concurrent to an Entertainment in his own 
Houſe, took, and kil'd him. Juſtice requir'd 
that the Romans ſhould have Satisfaftion for 
this Offence : but there was a difficulty in ob- 
taining it by ordinary ways. What therefore 
they could not da by due forms of Law, with- 
out a War, and without Danger, they attempt- 
ed to do by Treachery ; and what they could 
not honeſtly do, they did profitably. For 
which end, one Pamponizs Flaccus was found 
to be a fit Inſtrument: This Man by diſſembled 
Words and aſſurance, having drawn the other 
into his Tozl, inſtead of the Honour and Fa- 
vour 


= ſeitis ſcelera exercentur. Vitieus Aftions are cong. If 91+ 


* mitted by the conſent of the Magiſtrates and the 


T4 


rather to the Galleys. For it is lawful for a 
2p1,/7 * Man of Honour to ſay as the Lacedemonians - 
did, having been defeated by Aztipater, when | 
Juſt upon the point of concluding an agree- | 
ment , Tow may mpoſe as beavy and ruinous 
Taxes upon xs as you pleaſe, but to command us | 
to do ſhameful and diſhoneſt things, you will © 
Joſe your time, for it is to no purpoſe. Every one | 
ought to make the ſame vow to biaxfelf that i 
= Kings of Egypt made their Judges folemn- ! 
y ſwear, 'that they would not do any thing | 
, Contrary to their Conſciences, though _ : 
= 


=) 


vour. he had promis'd him, ſent him bound 
Hand and Foot to Rowe. Here one Traitor 
betray'd another, contrary to common Cuſtom: 


for they are full of miſtruſt, and 'tis hard to. 


over-reach them in their own Art: witneſs the 
ſad Experience we have Jately had. Let who 
will be Pomponixes Flaccys, and there are enough 
that would: for my part, both my Word, and 
my Faith are like all the reſt, parts of this 


common Body : their beſt efte& is the publick | 
Service, which I take for prefuppovd. But * 
ſhould one command me to take charge of the # 
Palace, and the Records there, I ſhould make 
anſwer, that I underſtood it not; or the com- # 
mand of a ConduQor of Pioneers, I would i 

ſay, that I was calld to a more honourable | 


Employment: fo likewiſe, he that would em- 
ploy me to lye, betray, and forſwear my ſelf, 
though not to aflaflinate, or to poiſon, for ſome 


notable Service, I ſhould ſay, if I have rob'd, | 


or ſtol'n any thing from any man, fend me 
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Chap. 1. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 5 
ſo much commanded to it by them themſelves, 

In ſuch Commiſſrons, there 1s an evident mark 

of Ignominy and Condemnation. And he who 
gives it, does at the ſame time accuſe you, and 

gives it, if you underſtand it right, for a Bur- 

then and a Puniſhment. As much as the pub- 
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& worſe for your ſelf. And it will be no new ; 5#<c $f 
Z thing, nor peradventure without ſome colonr 

e © of Juſtice, if the ſame Perſon ruin you who 

e | fet you on work, If Treachery can be 1n any wherein 

- & caſe excuſable, it- muſt be only ſo when it is Treachery 

1 © prafisd to chaſtiſe and betray Treachery. There 529799, 


e © are Examples enow of Treacheries, not only 


- & rejeted, but chaſtiſed, and puniſh'd by thoſe 
f Þ in Favour of whom they were undertaken. , 
e & Who is ignorant of Fzbricizs his Sentence 
1, & againſt Pyrrbas, his Phyſician ? But this we 
e © alſo find recorded, that ſome Perſons have 
a & commanded a thing, who afterward have fe- 
5 © verely revengd the Execution of it upon him 
n { they had employ'd, rejedting the Reputation 
>. © of ſo unbridled an Authority, and diſowning 
is © fo lewd, and fo baſe a Servitude and Obedi- 
's Mt ence, Jaropele, Duke of Ryſſra, tamper'd with 
{ Fa Gentleman of Hungary to betray Boleſlaus 
e & King of Poland, cither by killing him, or by 
it © giving the Ryſſzans opportunity to do him ſome 
1- EZ notable Miſchief; This Gallant goes preſently 
Zin hand with it, was more aſhiduous in the. 
2 Service of that King than before 3 ſo'that he 
obtain'd 


oe 
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16.  Seigneur de Montaignes Eſſays. Book Ill; 

| 'obtaitid the honour to be of his Council, and' 
one of the chiefeſt in his Truſt ; with theſe 
Advantages,and taking an opportune occaſion 
of his Maſters abſence, he betray'd Viſilicia, a 
great and rich Czty,to the Rxſſians, which was 
entirely ſack'd and. burn't, and not only all 
the Inhabitants of both Sexes, young and old, 
put to the Sword, but moreover a great num- 
ber of Neighbouring Gentry, that he had 
drawn thither to that wicked end. Faropele, his 
Revenge being thus ſatisfied, and his Anger 
appeasd, which. was not however without 
pretence ( for Boleſiaws had highly offended 
him, and after the ſame manner ) and fated 
with the effe& of this Treachery, coming to 
conſider the foulneſs of it, with a found Judg- 
ment, and clear from Paſſhon, look'd upon 
what had been done with ſo much horror and MW 
remorſe, that he causd the Eyes to be board & | 
out, and the Tongue, and ſhameful Parts to 
be cut off of him that had perform'd it. An-® 
tigonus perſwaded Agaraſpides's Souldiers to 
betray | 2 their General, his Adverſary, 
into his hands. But after he had caus'd him! 
ſo deliver'd to be ſlain, he would himſelf be # 
the Commiſſuoner of the Divine Juſtice, for. 
the Puniſhment of ſo deteſtable a Crime, and! 
committed them into the hands of the Gover- 
nour of the Province, with expreſs command! 
by all means to deſtroy, and bring them all to 
an evil end. So that of all that great number 
of men, not ſo much as one ever return'd-again| 
into Mgcedonia. The better he had been ſerv'd, 

the 
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I; Chap. I; Seignenr de Montalgne's Eſſays. I7. q 
4'E the more wickedly he judg'd it to be; and 


meriting greater Puniſhment. The Slave that 
nM betray'd the place where his Maſter P. Su/pz- 
a I tive lay conceal'd, was, according to the pro-: , q.. 
as | miſe of Sy/lz's proſcription, manumitted for: thrown 
11 Þ bis Pains : bur according to the promiſe of the - n 
d, & publick Juſtice, which was free from-any ſuch Rock for 
n- & Engagement, he was thrown headlong fron - gang 
id the Tarpeian Rock. And our King Clowis, in- 
is ſtead of the Arms of Gold he had promiſed _.. 
e& & them, caus'd three of Canacre's Servants to be Servants 
| hang'd after they had betray'd their Maſter to hang'd for 
him, though he had debauch'd them to it, "vs 
They hang'd them with the purſe of their Re- their Mas 
ward about their Necks; After having ſatis- 
| fied their ſecond, and ſpeeial faith, they fatis- 
fie the general, and firſt. Mahomet the ſecond, 
= being reſoly'd to rid himſelf of his Brother, 
4 out of Jealouſie of State, - according to the 
& Practice of the Ottoman Family, he employ'd 
#-© one of his Officers in the Execution 5 who 
to? pouring a quantity of Water too faſt into 
y,& bim, choak'd him. This being done, to expi- 
mY ate the Murther, he deliverd the Murtherer 
beZ into the hands of the Mother of him he had 
or fo caus'd to be put to Death, (for they were 
1d but half Brothers by the Fathers ſide) who in 
r-& His Preſence ript up the Murtherers Boſom,and 
1d with her own revenging hands rified his Breaſt 
toZ for his Heart, tore it out, and threw it ta the 
ex & Dogs. And even to the vileſt Diſpoſirions, it 
in 3% the ſweeteſt thing imaginable, having once 
4,8 got the ttick in a _— Action, to foiſt, » 
0 


, I8: Seigneur He Montaigne's Eſſays. Book M; 
| all:fecurity; ito it ſome ſhew of Virtue and: 
Juſtice; as by way of Compenſation, and'Con-' 
ſ{crentious Remorfe,: To whit tnay be added, 
' thatthey look 'tp6n the Miniſters of fuch hor- 
{rid 'Ormnts, as'upon People that reproachthem 
" withithetn 3! and' think by their Deaths to 
+3... - ace!out the Membry and Teſtimony of fuch 
- 1 = Proceedings; Ot "if perhaps you are reward- 
' ed; not to fruſtrate the publick Neceſfity of | 
: __, . thatcextream and deſpetate Remedy; he that | 
b. * ..: does it,;cannot ?for-#11 that, if he be not ſuch 
1 _ -- * banf&f,) bue-look{typon youas 'a curſed and 
. execrable fellow3!arid condude'you'a greater 
© Traytr, than he does againſt whom you-are 
ſo :- for he tries the Lewdne(s'of your Diſpo- 
ſitioh by your. owtvhands 3 where'he-cannot 
poſſibly . be 'decew/'d, -you - having no (Object 
of preceding hatred 'to move yorr«to ſuch an 
AQ. -But he employs you as they do condemn'd 
Malefaftors inExechtiors of Juſtice, art Of- 
fice - as  neceflary; as'! diſhoneft!* / Befides the 
FJc4. baſenets 'of ſach 'Commitlions, there is more- 
Virgins * OVer a Proftitution/of Conſcithce. - Being' the 
X/) could not Daughter of Sejarus:could not be put to death 
” Penh. as by the Law of Rowe; becauſe ſhe'wds nVirghn, 
Rome, Ne Was, to make it lawful,” firſt raviſe by 
_ the Harg-man, and then ſtrangled :-not only 
his hand, but his Soul is ſlave [to-che-publick 
» Convenience. When" Awyrath' the firft, more 
grievoully to punifh'his Subje&s,'who had ta- 
ken partin the Parricide Rebellion'of his$on, 
ordain'd, that their neareſt Kindred ſhould af 
fiſt jn the Executions I find -it very handſome 
I * 1n 
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io ſome of them, to have rather choſen 'to be 


\ unjuſtly thought guilty of the Parricide of 


another, than to ſerye Juſtice by a Parricide 
of gheir own. And whereas I have ſeen at the 
taking of ſomelittle Fortby aflault in my time, 
ſome Raſcals, who to ſave their own Lives; 
would conſent to hang their Friends and Cam- 
panions 3 I look upon them to be in a worſe 
Condition than thoſe that were hangd. 'Tis 
faid, that Wittoldus, Prince of Lituania, intro- 
duc'd into that Nation, that the Criminal con- 


demn'd to death, ſhould with his own hand Criminals 


execute the Sentence z thinking_.it ſtrange that 


a third Perſon, innocent of the Fault, {hould them- 


be made guilty of Homicide. A Prince, when 
by ſome urgent Circumſtance, or ſome impe- 
-taous and unforeſeen accident that very-much 
concerns his Eftate, , compell'd to forfext his 
Word, and break his Faith, or otherwiſe forc'd 


from his ordinary Duty, ought to. attribute 
this Neceffity to a laſh of the Divine Rod. : 
Vice it is not, for he has .given up his own 


Reaſon to a more Univerſal, and more pow- 
erful Reaſon : but certainly 'tis a misfortune: 


a 


ret, if it did:not grieve:him 
nihis Conſcience1s in-a ſcurvy 


fhall 


ſely 


WITLL 


there be a Perſon to be found * 
.of ſo tender a Conſcience as to think no-cure 
whatever worth. ſo important a Remedy, I 
| C 2 


*condemn'd 
to execute 


+) 
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20  Stignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book Ilt. 
ſhalblike him 'never the worſe. He could net 
more excuſably, or more decently periſh. We 

 # ©-{| cannot do all we would. $0 that we muſt of: 
ten, as the laſt anchorage, commit the Rro- 
| teion of our Veſſels to the conduQt of Hea- 
ven. To what more juſt neceſſity does he re- 
ſerve himſelf? What is leſs poſhible for him to 
do, than what he cannot do but at the expence 
of his Faith and Honour ? Things that per- 

haps ought to be dearer to him than his own. 
Safety, or the Safety of his People. Though 
he ſhould with folded arms only call God to 
his Aſſiſtance, has he not reaſon to hope that 
the Divine bounty will not refuſe the Favour 
of an extraordinary Arm to juſt and pure 

hands ? Theſe are dangerous Examples, Fare, 

and fickly exceptions to our natural Rules:: 
we muſt yield to them, but with great Mode- 
23 £0: ration and Circumſpe@ion. No private utili- 
| ' { ty is of ſuch Importance, that we ſhould up- 
| on that account ſtrain our Conſciences to ſuch 
| a degree : the publick may, when very mani- 
| feſt, and of very great concern. Timoleon made 
a timely expiation for his ſtrange Fa by. the 
Tears he ſhed, calling to mind that it was with 
a fraternal hand that he had ſlain the Tyravt. 
And it juſtly prick'd his Conſciencc, that he 
had been neceffitated to purchaſe the publick 
Urility at ſo great a price, as the violation of 
his own Manners. Even the Serate it ſelf, by 

his means deliver'd from flavery, durſt not po- || 

ſitively determine of ſo high a: Fa&, -and di- {| 
vided into two fo important, and contrary 

Aſpects. | 
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"Chap: 1. Seignenr de Montaigne'? Eſſays. 
Aſpeds. But the Syracyſarns,having opportune- 
ly at the ſame time ſent to the Corinthians to 
ſolicit their Protedion , and to require of 
them a Captain fit to reſtabliſh their City in 
its former Dignity, and to cleanſe Siczle of ſe- 
veral little Tyrants, by which it was oppreſt 3 
they deputed Tizoleoz: for that Service, with 
this cunning Declaration 3 That according as 
he ſhonld behave himſelf, well or 111 in his Em- 
ployment, their Sentence ſhould incline cither 
to favour the deliverer of his Country, or to 
disfavour the murtherer of, his Brother. This 
fantaſtick Concluſion carries along with it 
ſome excuſe, by reaſon of the danger of the 
Example, and the importance of ſo bifronted 
an Action :' And they did well to diſcharge 
their own Judgment of it, and to referr it to 
* Others, who were not ſo much concern'd. But 
Timoleon's comportment in this Expedition 
ſoon made his Cauſe more clear ; ſo worthily 
and virtuouſly he dEmean'd himſelf upon all 
occaſions. And the good Fortune that accom- 
panied him in the difficulties he had to over- 
come in this noble Employment, ſeem'd to be 
ſtrew'd in his way by the Gods, as favourably 
conſpiring for his Juſtification. This Man's end 
is excuſable, if any can be ſo. But the profit of 
the Augmentation of the publick Revenue, 
that ſerv'd the Roxear Senate for a pretence to 
the foul concluſion I am going to relate, is not 
ſufficient to warranty any ſuch injuſtice. 


'& - Certain Cities had redeem'd themſelves and 


' E* their liberty by money, by the order and con? 
2310 "© 


ſent 


* 


The.buſtneſs coming again in queſtion ; the 
Sexate condemn'd them to be taxable as they 


disburegd for their Redemption ſhould be 
thrown away. Czvil War does often produce 

© 5 *- | ſuch lewd Examples 3 that we puniſh private 
men for confiding; in us when we were pub- 
lick Miniſters : and the ſelf-fame Magiſtrate 
makes another man pay the penalty of his 
change that cannot help it. The Pedagogue 
whips his Scholar for his docility, and the 
Guide beats the blind-man that he leads by 
the hands ; a horrid image of Juſtice. There 
are Rules in Phzlofophy that are both falſe and 
weak. The Example that is propos'd to us, 
privve Preferring private Utility before Faith given, 
Utiliry not has not weight enough by the Circumſtance 
ro vc pre- they put toit, Robbers have ſeiz'd you, and af- 
fore Faith ter having made you ſwear to pay them a cer- 
 eiven= tajn ſum of money, diſmiſs you. Tis not well 
done to ſay, that an honeſt man can be quit of 

Oath without payment, being out of their 

-; hands. *'Tis no ſuch matter : What fear has 
033,57 -once' made me willing to do, I am obligd to 
do it when I am no more in fear. And though 


| out foroiwg my Will, yet am I bound to keep 
my. Word. 'For my part, when my Tongue 
has ſometimes inconfiderately faid fotnething 
that I did not think, I have made a Conſcience 


from 


FE h Seignenr de Montaigne's Efeys. Book mn. 
ſent of the Sexate, out of the hands of L. Sylla, * 


were” before, and that the money they had 


 & => © — > a © 


that fear only prevail'd with my Tongue, with- 


of difowning it. Otherwiſe, by degrees we | 
ſhall aboliſh all the right another pretends to' 
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fromour promiſe. Qxaſt vero forti viro vis poſ- c;cero de 
a Man truly waliant Off t 3 


could be compell'd. And 'tis only lawful -9pon i ct hi 


ſit adhiberi. As thou 
the account of private Intereſt.tq excuſe breach: 
of Pronule, when we have promigd ſomerhy 

that is unlawful and wicked 1n it ſelf; For the 


right of Virtue ought to take .place of the 
right of any obligation of ours. I have for-. . 


merly placd Epaminondas in the firſt rank of 
excellent men, and do not repent. it. How 
far did he ſtretch the conſideration of his own 
| particular Duty 2 who never kill'd man that 
he had overcome 3 who for his ineſtimable 
benefit of reſtoring the liberty of his Country, 
made Conſcience of killing a Tyrant, or his 
accomplice, without due form of Juſtice :- and 
who concluded kim to be a wicked man, how 
good a Citizen ſoever otherwiſe, who amongſt 
his Enemies ſpar'd not his Friend and Acquain- 
tance in Battel. This was a Soul of arich com- 
poſure;: He married Bounty and Humanity 3 
nay,even the tendereſt and moſt delicate in the 
whole School of Phzloſophy,to the rudeſt and moſt 
violent of all humane Aftions. Was it Nature 
or Art that had intenerated that great and 
brave Courage of his, ſo conſtant in dangers, 
and ſo ohbſtinate againſt pain and death, to ſuch 
an extreme degree of Sweetneſs and Compatii- 
on? Dreadful in War, with fire and blood, 
he over-ran and ſubdu'd a Nation invincible 


to all others but to him alone ; and yet in the ' 


heat of an Encounter could turn alide from 
bis Friend. Certainly he was moſt fit to com- 
tl C 4 mand 
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'Heat of his Fury, and a Fury ſo inflam'd and 


' as that of Epaminondas, therein to mix ſweet- 


a $5.4 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſiyr. Book IN. 


mand in War, who could fo rein himfolf, with 
the curb of a good Nature, in the height and- 


foaming with blood and ſlaughter. "Tis almoſt 
a miracle to be able to mix any image of Ju- 
ſtice with ſuch violent Actions: and it was 
only poſlible for ſuch a ſtedfaſtneſs of mind 
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neſs, and the facility of the gentleſt Manners 
and pureſt Innocency. And whereas one told 
the Marmertines, that Statues were of no re- | 
ſiſtance againſt armed men 3 -and another told 

the Tribune of the People, that the time of Ju- 

ſtice and War were diſtin& things; and a third 

ſaid, that the noiſe of Arms deaft the voice of 

the Law : This man in all this rattle was not 

deaf to that of Civility, and meer Courteſie, 

Had he not borrow'd from his Enemies the cu- 

ſtom of ſacrificmg to the Myſes when he went 


fo War, that.they might by their ſweetneſs and 
gayety ſoften his Martial and unrelenting Fu- 
ry ? Let us not fear, by the example of ſo 
great a Maſter, to believe that there is ſome- 
thing unlawful, even againſt an Enemy: and 
that rhe common Concern ought not to require 
all things of all, againſt private Intereſt: Ma- 
nente memoria etian in diſſidio publicorum fede- | 
ram privats Juris : 
& nulla potentia vires 
Preflandi, ne quid peccet amicus habet. 


And nopow'r upon Earth canere diſpence 
Treachery to a Friend without Offence. p 
| an 
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Chap. 1. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 25 

; and that all things are not lawful to an honeſt 

|. man, for. the Service of his Prince, the Laws, 

or the general Zuarrel. Non enim patria pre- Cicero de 

ſtat omnibus officits, & ipſh conducit pios habere 0 k 6.3» 
Cives in Parentes. "Tis an Inſtrution proper 

| for the time wherein we Jive : we need not 

| harden . our Courages with theſe Arms of 

| Steel, 'tis enough that our Souldiers areinur'd 

| to them: 'tis enough to dip our Pens in Ink, | £) 

| without dipping them in Blood. IF it be gran- | E 

deur of Courage, and the effect of a rare and 

| B fingular Virtue to contemn Friendſhip, pri- 

vate Obligations, a mans Word, and relation 

| for the common good, and Obedience to the 

BE Magiſtrate: 'tis certainly ſufficient to excuſe 

us, that *tis a Grandeur that could have no 

place in the Grandeur of Epaminondas his 

Courage. I abominate thoſe mad Exhortati- 

ONs of this other inrag'd and diſcompogd Soul. 


Dum tela micant, non vos piotatis 111490 Lucan. L 9. 
= . Olla nec adverſa conſpeiti fronte parentes 
Commonveant, vultus gladio turbate werendos. 


When Sword'saredrawn.Jetnoremainsof Love, 
Friendſhip, or Piety, Compaſſion move: 

But boldly wgund the venerable Face 

Of your own Fathers, if opposd in place. 


Let us deprive wicked, bloody, and trea- | « & /xl-: | 

, Cherous Natures of ſuch a pretence of Reaſon: 
WW. Jet us fer afide this guilty and extravagant 
| Juſtice, and ſtick-to more humane —_ 
F How 
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| How great things can Tiwe and Example dod 
In an encounter of the Czvzl War againſt Cir 

2:4, one of Poxepeys Souldiers having unawares | h 

. kill d his Brother, who was of the contrary a 

Party, he immediately for ſhame and forrow V 

kilFd himſelf: and fome years after,in another I 

Civil War of the ſame People, demanded a O 

Reward of his Office, for having kill'd his t 

Brother. A Man proves but ill the Honour ( 

n 

C 

r] 


4,49.91:| and Beauty of an Adion by its Utility : and 
Men very ill conclude that every one is ob- 
FP | lig'd, and it becomes every .one to do it, if it 


be of Utility. | A 

Propert, Omnia non pariter rerum omnibus apta. W | , 
All things are not alike for all Men fit; - | - 

If 0- Let us chooſe what is more neceſlary and : 
profitable for humane Society; it will be c 
Marriage : and yet the Councel of the Saints t 

find the contrary much better, excluding the c 
X) moſt honourable vecation of Men : as we de- t 

© fign thoſe Horſes for Stalliozs, of which we 8 

. have the leaſt Eſteem. | yp 

a 47 nds p, 

. 
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Of Repentance. s 

FN Thers form May, I only report him: and y 

'S) -repreſent a particular. one, ill faſhion'd \ 

t 


enough ; and whom, if I had ta model a jy, 


' | Chap: 2. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 

# 1 ſhould certainly make lim ſomething elſe 
than. what he js : * but that's paſt. recalling. 
Now, though the Features of my. PiQure alter 
and change, 'tis not however unlike. The 
World eternally turns round, all things there- 
in areinceſſantly moving, the Earth, the Rocks 
of Cancaſus, and the Pyramids of Egypt, both 
by the publick motion, and their own. Eyen 
Conſtancy it ſelf is no other but a {lower and 
more languiſhing Motion. I cannot fix my 
Object, 'tis always tottermg and reeling by 
a natural Giddinefs. I fake 1t as it is at the 
inſtant I conſider of it. I do not paint its Be- 
. ing, I paint its Paſſage, not a paſling from one 
Age to another, or, as the People fay, from 
ſeven to ſeven Years; but from Day to Day, 
from Minute to Minute, I muſt accommodate 
my Hzſtory to the Hour. I may preſently 
change, not only: by Fortune, but alſo by In- 
tention ? *Tis a counterpart of various and 
changeable Accidents, and irreſolute Imagina- 
tions, and, as it falls out, ſometimes contrary : 
whether it be that I am then another ſelf; or 
that I rake Subjets by other Circumſtances 
and confiderations 3 ſo itisthatT may peradven- 
ture contradid : but, as Demades ſaid, I never 
contradict the Truth. Could my Soul once 
take footing, I would not Eflay, but reſolve : 


——— —_ 


but 1t 1s always learning and making tryal. 


I propoſe a Life mean, and without luſter ? 
'I'is.-all one. All moral Philoſophy may as 


wer be apply'd £0 a private Life, as to one of 
e greateſt Employment ; Every man a_ 


AP: 


communicate themſelves to the People by ſome 
eſpecial Work: 1, the firſt of any, by my uni- 
verſa] Being : as Michael de Montaigne, not as 
a Grammarian, a Poet, or- a Lawyer. If the 


<,41"| World find fault that I ſpeck of my {elf, I find 


XL) x 


fault that they donot ſomuch as #hizk of them- 
ſelves. But is it reaſon, that being fo particu- 
lar in my way and manner of living, and of 
fo little Uſe, I ſhould pretend to recommend 
my ſelf to the publick knowledge ? And is it 
alſo reaſon, that I ſhould introduce into the 
World, where Art and Handling have ſo much 
credit and authority, crude, and ſimple effe&s 
of Nature, and of a weak Nature to boot ? Is 


It not to build a Wall without Stone or Brick, 


or ſome fach thing, to write Books without 
Learning ? The fancies of Muſick are carried 
on by Art, mine by Chance: I have this at leaſt 
according to Diſcipline, that never any man 
treated of a Subje& he better underſtood and 
knew, than what I have undertaken, and that 


in this I am the moſt underſtanding Man alive. 
Secondly, that never any man penetrated far- 


' ther into his matter, nor better, and more di- 


ſtin&ly fifted the Parts and Conſequences of 
it, nor ever more exatly and fully arriv'd at 


. the end he proposd to himſelf. To finiſh it, I 


need bring nothing but fidelity to the Work-5 
and thatis there, and the molt pure and fincere 
that is any where to be found, I ſpeak truth, 
not ſo much as I would, but as much as I dare, 
and I dare a little the more, as I grow ag 
Or, 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IT, 
the entire form of human Condition. Axthors - 
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' Chap. 2. Seigneur de Montalghe's Eſſays. 
for, methinks, Cuſtom allows to Age more li- 
berty of prating, and more indiſcretion of talk- 
ing of a man's ſelf. That cannot fall out here, 
- which I often ſee elſewhere, that the Work 
'and the Artificer contradict one another : Has 
a man of ſo ſober Converſation writ ſo fool- 
iſh a Treatiſe? Or do fo learned writings pro- 
ceed from a man of i weak — 2 
Who talks at a very ordinary rate, and writes 


rarely; is to fay that his Capacity is borrow'd, 
andnot his awn. A learned man is not learned 
in all things 3 but a ſufficient man is ſufficient 
throughout, even to Ignorance it ſelf. Here 


my Book and I go hand in hand together. 


Elſewhere men may recommend or accuſe the 
Work upon the Work-man's account 3 here 
they cannot : Who touches the one invades 
the other. He that ſhall cenſure 1t without 
knowing bim, will more wrong himſelf than 
me 3 who does underſtand it, gives me all the 
fatisfaftion I defire. I ſhall be bappy beyond 
my deſert, if I can obtain only thus much from 
the publick Approbation, as to make men of 
underſtanding perceive that I was capable of 
'making my advantage of Knowledge, had I 
had it, and that I deſerved to have been aſliſt- 
ed by a better Memory. | 

Be pleasd here to excuſe what I often repeat, 
that I very rarel t, and that my Conſci- 
-ence 1s ſatisfied with it ſelf, not like the Con- 


ſcience of an Azgel, or that of a Horſe, but like | 


the Conſcience of a man ; always adding this 
Clauſe, not one of Ceremony, but a truc _ 
T 
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Sejgneur de Montaighe's Efye. | 
real Snbraſfion 3 that I ſpeak: enquiring and 


doubtingly, purely and {imply referring my ſelf 


to the common. and accepted beliefs for the 


* Reſolution. I do not teach, I only repeat. 


There 1s no. Vice, that 1s abſolutely ſo, which 
does not offend, and that a ſound Judgment 
does not accuſe 3 for there 15 10 it ſo manifeſt 
a Deformity and Inconvenience, that; perad- 
venture they, are in the right, who ſay, that it 
is chiefly begot by Ignorance: So. hard it 
is to imagine that a mah can know without 


$ «Vf. + abhorring it. Malice fucks up the greateſt 0 


X) 


of her own venom, .and poyſons herſelf. 3; 
leaves repentance in the Soul, like an Ulcer in 
| which ts always ſcratching and lacera- 


the 
" ES or Reaſon effaces all other griefs 


= 


' 


and forrows, butt begets.that of Repentance, 
which 1s fo much the more grievous, by reaſon 
at ſprings within, as the cdld and hotof Fevers 
are more:ſharpthan thoſe-that only ſtrike upon 
heoutward skm.' Thold for Vices, (but:every 
one according t0. its proportion ) not only 
thaſe which: Reaforr ard Natare:condemn;; but 
'thoſealfo, the opmion of men,;though falfe and 
erroneans,bavemade ſuch, if authorisd by Law 
.and Guſtam. / Thereis likewiſe;no Virtuerwhich 
does not rejoyce a well deſcended :Nature. 


ovRcwT. x There is a kind-of Iknow-not what congratu- 


) 


ingly viciens,; imay. peradventure arm 1t-{alf 
with :ſecunty, but CC (efwih 


Jatzon in -well' domg, that gwies ms an -inwaidd 


Satisfaction, anda certain generous boldnetfsthat 


accompantes. a:good Conſtience. A Soul ds- 


this 


CES nf 
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| SatisfaQtion to feel a Man's ſelf preſervd from 
| the contagion of ſo deprav'd an Age, and toſfay 


to himſelf 3' Whoever could penetrate into my * 


| 8 Sonl, wonld not there find me guilty either of the af- 
BN fliSion, ortheruinof any one; or of Revenge or 
= Emnoy,or any offence againſt the publick, Laws, or 
of Novelty, or Trouble, or failure of my word, and 
though the licence of the Time permits, and tea- 
thes every one ſo to do, yet have T not plunder d 
any French Man's Goods, or taken his Money, 
and have lid npois what is my own in War as 
well as Peace; neither have I ſet any man to 
work, without paying hine his Hire, *Theſe Te- 
ſtimonies of a good Conſcience pleaſe, and this 
natural rejoycig is very beneficial to us, and 
the-only reward that we can never fail of. 
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incertain and unſafe a Foundation, eſpecially 
in ſo corrupt and ignorant an Age as this, the 
good Opinion ef the vulgar is injurious. Up- 
on' whom do'you rely to ſhew you what is 


an honeſt Man, according to the Deſcriptions 
ef Honour 1 daily fee every one make of him- 


of my” Friends have ſometimes ſchool'd and 
mtor'd me with great Sincerity and Plainneſs, 
either: of their own voluntary motion, or by 
axcntreated to it, as to an Office, which to a 
well-composd Soul, furpaſſes not only-in or 
2ioqt 5 ity, 
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thisComplacency and SatisfaQtion. 'Tisno little +44 + "| 


To ground the recompence of virtuous AQt> * 4v3 —@ PS 
ons upon the' Approbation of others, is too 
reconimendable > God defend me from being— />c s) 


felf- Pug fuerant L itia, Mores ſunt. hat be- Seneca 
fore 'were Vrices, are now reputed Manners. Some iift- 
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32 Seigheur de Montaignes Eſſays. Book Il. 
lity, butin Kindneſs all other Offices of Friend-: 
ſhip. I have always receiv'd them with the 
moſt open. Arms, both. of Courtelie and. 
. Acknowledgment. ' But. to ſay the truth, 1. 
- have often found ſo much falſe Meafure, both 
in their Reproaches and Praiſes, that I had 
not done much amiſs.rather to have errd than 
to have done well,according to, their Method, 
22, ; We chiefly, who live private Lives, not exposd 


to any other view: than. our own, ought to | 


have fetled a preſident within our ſelves, by 
which. to try our Adions,: and according to 
that, ſometimes to incourage, and ſometimes 

XxX) to, corre our ſelves. I have my Laws and 


my Tocetwrs to judge of my ſelf, and apply 

- my ſelf more to thoſe than _ other Rules, 
I do indeed. reſtrain my Actions according to 
others 5 but extend them not by any other 
Rule than my own. You your ſelf only know 
if you are cowardly and -cruel, loyal and de 
vout : others ſee you not, and only gueſs at 

| you by incertain ConjeQures, and do not (6 
much ſee yorir;Nature as your Art. Rely. not 
therefore uport their Opinions, but ſtick- to 's 
Cicero de your own: Tuo tibi judicio eſt utendum Virts 


. -w=ag tis, &+ vitiorum grave ipſius conſcientie pondu £ 
eft: qua ſublata, jacent omnia, Thou 
_ ſpend thy own Judgment upon thy ſe f great-ii Fo 
' the weight of thy own Conſcience. in the. diſcou 


ry of thy own Virtues and Vices : which: being 
taken away, all things are loſt. But the ſaying 
that Repentance immediately follows the Sir 
ſeems not to have reſpe& to Sin in its gayeſ 

| | 2re1s3 


FF Chap. 2. Seigneir de Montaigne's Eſſays” 33 
Dreſs :: which is lodg'd in us 'as in its own 
proper . Habitation. One 'may diſown, and 
retrad& the Vices that ſurprize us, and to which 

we are hurried by Paffions ; but thoſe which 

by a long habit are rooted in a ſtrong and 
vigorous: Will, are not ſabject to ContradiQti- 

on. Repentance is no other but a recanting Wha Re- 
of the Will, and an Oppoſition to our Fancies, 2" 
which lead us which way they pleaſe. It makes 

this Perſon ' diſown his former Virtue and 
Continency. 


ue wens eff hodie, cur eatlem non puero Fuit Her. lib.g; 
Vel cur his animis incolumes non redeunt gene 2 IT 


BE - Why is not my Mind now alaſs ! 

-."The fame that when a Boy it was ? 
Or why does not my roſie hue 
Return, my Beauty to renew: 


'Tis an exad life, that contains it felf in due | 
order in private: every one may juggle his i he. G vj } 
rt, and repreſent an honeſt man upon the | 
ge': but within, and m his own Boſom, 
where all things arelawful, all things conceal'd 
to be regular, there's the point. The next de- Xx) 
gree ts to be ſo im his Houſe, and in his or- © *- 
linary AQtons,of which we are accountableto 
none, and where there is no ſtudy, nor Arti- 
fice.' And therefore Bias, ſetting forth the ex- * 
cellent eſtate of a private Family, of which, 
ſays he, the Maſter 1s the ſame within, by his 
own Virtue and —_ , that he-is _— 
S114 or 
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for ſear of theLaws, and teport of Men. And 
ring of alias Druſ#s;-t0 
offer'd him for three thouſand 


1M D#s WAC 


Crowns to pit his Houſe in ſuch a Poſture | 


that his Neighbours ſhould no more have-the 


fatze Infpettion into it as before ; © 7 will 
|, gove), : 
' ib honourably recorded of Argeflaws, that he 


-faid he, ſix thouſand, 'to make it-fo 
may fee into every Root; 


ned in his. Journeys always to take up his 
Lodgings in Temples, to the end that-the Peo- 
ple, and the Gods themſelves, might pry into 


. - his moſt privare Actions. Such a one has been 


a Miracle to the World, in whom neither his 
Wife nor Servant have ever ſeen any thing ſo 
much as remarkable. Few men have been ad- 


Nomana mird by their own Domeſticks. And 10: one 
Prophet 13 þ,z5 beer a Prophet, not only in his own Houſe, 

Country. but in his own Conntry, ſays the Experience of 
| Hiſtories > "Tis the ſame in things of nought: 


In this low example, the Image of a greater is 


 to'be ſeen. ' In my- Country of Gaſcony, 'they 


look upon it as a Drollery to-fee me in print. 
The farther off T am read frommy own:home; 
the better I am eſteem'd. I amfain to purchaſe 
Printers m Guienze, elſewhere they purchafe 
me. Upon this it 1s, that they lay their foun- 
datton,'who conceal themfelves preſent, and 
Irving;to obrain a Name when they are abſent; 
and dead. Thad rather have a great deal-Jefs 


. in hand, and do not expoſe my felf to-the 


World apon any other account 'than ny pre- 
ſent ſhare; when I. leave &,/ I quit ___ 
| E 
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cannot 10 10a 
do, he will anſwer, Jubdae the World : And 
D 2 | 


The People recondudt fuch:a;one. with -pub- 
lick Wonders'and Applauſe to his'very Door, 
he puts off this pageantry with his Robe, and 
falls fo mach the lower by how mach he was 
higher exalted. | In himſelf within, all is io-wu- 
mult and diſorder. And though all ſhould be 
regular there, it will require a-quick' and well 
choſen Judgment that can perceive it in theſe 
low and private Actions. Fo which may be 
added, that Order 1s a heavy, melanchol 


— — — 


and govern a People, are Actions of Renown: 


to reprehend, laugh, ſell, pay, love, hate, and 


gently and juſtly converſe with'a man's own 
Family, and with himſelf ; not to relent, not 
to give a man's ſelf the lye,” is more rare and 
hard, and leſs remarkable. By which means 
retird lives, whatever 1s faid-to-the' contrary, 
undergo Offices of as great,/ or greater diff- 
culty than rhe other do. And priyate men, 
fays Ariſtotle, ferve Virtue more painfully and 
afliduouſly, than thoſe in Authority do. We 
prepate our ſelves for eminent Occaſions,more 


out of Glory than Conſcience. The ſhorteft - 


way to arrive at Glory, ſhould be to do that 
for Conſcience which we do for Glory. And 
the Virtue of Alexander appears to me with 
mach leſs Vigour in his Theater, than that of 
Socrates in his mean and obſcure Employment. 


I can eafily conceive Socrates in the place of » 


Alexander, bat Alexander in that of Socrates 
I - Who ſhall ask the one what he can 


who 
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who ſhall put theiſame queſtion td the: other, 


. he will fay.icarry on bumwane Life contortna- 
ble to its natural Condition 3 a. much more 
general, weighty,:and legitimate Knowled 
ml 
-not/confiſt in Bying high, but walking order- 
ly3 its Grandeur does not exerciſe it felf in 


Grandeur, but .in' Mediocrity. As they: who 


n:theiother.-: The Virtue of the: Soul does 


judg and try us within, make no great account 
.of the luſtre of publick Actions ; and ſee they 
are only ſtreaks and raijes- of clear Water 
ſpringing from a ſlimy and muddy bottom : 
So likewiſe they who judg of us by this gal- 
lant outward appearance, in like'manner con- 
clude of our: internal. Conſtitution 3 and can- 
not couple common. Faculties, 'and like their 
own with the other Faculties, that aſtoniſh 
them, and are.ſo far out of their ſights. There- 
fore. it is, that we give ſuch _ forms to 
Demons. And who does not give Temberlain 
oreat Eye-browes, - wide Noſtrils;- a dreadful 
Face, and a prodigious Stature, according to 
the imagination he has conceiv'd by the report 
of his Name ? Had: any one formerly brought 
me to Eraſmus, | {ſhould hardly have believ'd, 
but that all was Adage and Apothegme he ſpoke 
to his Man, or his Hoſteſs. « We much'more 
aptly imagine an Artizez upon his Cloſe-ſtool, 
or upon his Wile, than a-great Preſident yene- 
rable by his port and ſaſh ciency. - We fancy 
that they will not abaſe themſelves, ſo much 
from their high - Tr:burals, as. to live. Ay 
victous Souls are often incited by ſome ſtrange 
impulle 
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much aſſiſted and fortified by Education;bar- 
they ſeldom' alter 'and overcome their "Inſhi- 
tution. A thouſand Natures of my time have” , .. 
eſcapd towards Virtue or Vice through a quite” 


contrary Diſcipline. 


Sic ubi deſuete ſilvis in carcere clauſe © © a 
» 4» 


- "Manſuevere fere, &* wltis poſuere minaces'- 
' Atque hominem didicere pati, fi torrida parons 
' Venit in Ora cruor, redeunt rabieſque furorque, 
. Admonit#q; tument guſtato ſanguins fauces,” 


Fervet, & a trepido vix abſtinet ira magiſtro. 
| ET : » 


So favage Beaſts, when they are Captive made, 
Grow tame, and half forget their killing trade 5 
Demir their fierce looks, and themſelves inure 
The Government-of mankind to endure : 

But if again-the blood for which they burn 
They taſte, their rage and fury then return, 
They thirſt for more,grow fel],and wildly ſtare, 
And ſcarce their trembling Maſters do forbear. 


: Theſe original Qualities are not to be root- 


ted-out, they may be covered and conceaP'd; 


The Latine Tongue is as it were natural to me, 


F-underftand ir better than French, but I have 
not usd to ſpeak it, nor hardly to write it 
theſe forty years 3 and yet upon 'extream and 
ſuddenemotions which I have fall'n intotwice 
49s D 3 or 


Clip. 2. Seigneur de Motitaigne's Eſſays. 37. 
impulſe to doiwell;ſo'are virtious Souls to Uo; 
1. They are-therefore to be judg'd by their” 
ſettled i ſtate-whar they are near repoſe, and 
in their native-ſtation, Natural inclinations are'; Z's; 
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or'thrice in my. Life, Land orice. gy Fa 
ther 4n perfedt heatth fallupon me in aſwoon.) 
[| have always uttered. my-firft out-cries and 
- =. Ezaculations in Latine.' Nawure ſtarti up, and. 
| forcibly expreſiing; jt ſelf in ſpite © iy 
a Diſcontinuation, z and; this Example! i is (a 
a many others:-, "They: who-in. my time have 
HS 
—<\ attempted to 10 corredt the Manners of the World 


_ Opinions, have indeed reform'd ſeem- 
ing Vices, bur the real and eſſential Vices _ 

. Jeave as, they -were, if they do not ay —_— 

- them s'and ayJgmentatian is therein tobe 

av WE. Gels 0 other. xs .doj 7 : 0 of. leſs coſt and 
ral panes oma and To i good 
.for. the other natural; capſubſtantial and 
. Mat ine Vices. Look a little into our Expe- 
Tignce. ., There is D6-man, If he liſten to hum- 


ticular- and: governing Form- of his own that 
juſtles his 'Education, and wreſtles with the 
tempeſt; of Paſſions that are contrary to himi 
For my. part, I ſeldom find my ſelf agitated 
with Sarpriſes 3 1 almoſt always find my ſelf 
1n my place, as heavy and unweildy Bodies do.z 
If I am not at home, I am always near at hand; 

my Debauches do nat. tranſport me very far, 
there is nothing ſtrange or extreampin the caſe; 
and yet I have ſound and vigorous Rapture 
and Delights, The true Condemnation, and 
which rouches the common prattice of Men, 
s, that their very Progreſs it i 1s ful of Filth 
and Corruption 3 the Idea of their: Reforma? 
tion 
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Chap) 2 | Seigneyr. de Montaigne's Eſſays,” - 29 
_ tign blotted, their Repentance fick and faul- . 


ty, 25. much very ;near.as their, Sin. Some, el- , 
ther for having been link'd. to Vicahy a na-. 
tural Prapenfian, or long Pradtice, cannot ſee 
the Deformity af it. Others (of which Con-- 


_ ftitution | am) do. indeed weigh Vice, bug 


they counter-balance it with Pleaſure, or ſome 
ather occaſion, and ſuffer, and lend themſelyes - 
to-it for. a certain price 3 bur yiciouſly and 
baſely - however ; yet there might happily be 


_ knpgin'd ſ@ vaſt a diſproportion. of meaſure, 


where with, juſtice the Pleaſure might excuſe 
the, Sin, as we, ſay of protitz not only if 
accidental, and out of Sin,-as in Thetts 3 but 
inthe; very exerciſe of it 3 as in the injoyment 
of Women, where the Temptation is violent, 
and. 'tis ſaid, famerimes not to be.overcame, . . 
.:; Being; the. other day at Armaigrac, which 

appertains to a Kinſman of mine, I there ſaw 
a Country Fellow that was by every one nick- 
nam'd the Thief wha thug related the ſtory 
of his own Life : That being born a Reggar, 
and finding that he ſhould not be able to get - 
yp liying by his hands, he reſolvd to turn 
Thief, and by means of his ſtrength of Body, 


had. excercisd this trade all the time of his 


Youth in great ſecurity 3 for he ever made 
his Harveſt and Vintagein other mens Grounds, 


but a great way off, and in ſo great Quanti- 


ries, that it was nat to be imagind one man 
could have carried away fo much 1n one night 


upon his Shoulders-5 and moreover, was ſo 
careful equally to divide and diſtribute the 
Vii D 4 


miſchief 


miſchief he did, that'the loſs was of lefs Impor-' 
tance to-every particular man. | He is now 
grown dll and rich, for a man of his Condi- 
tion, thanks be'to his Trede; which he openly” 
confeſſes to every one : and to make his Peace 
with God; he ſays, that he is daily ready by 
good Offices to make ſatisfaction to- the Suc- 
ceſlors of thoſe he has rob'd, and if he do not' 
finiſh, (for to do itall at once he 15 not able) 
he will then leave it in charge to his Heirs to' 
perform the reſt proportionibly t6 wrong'he 
Fine only knows he has done' to every one: 
By this Deſcription, whether true or falſe, this 
Man looks upon Theft as a diſhoneſt AQtion; 
and hates it, but leſs than Poverty; and: does 
ſimply repent 3 but for as muchas was'thus/r&@ 
compenc'd he repents not. 'This/is-not thathi- 
bit that incorporates us into Vice, and con- 
forms even our Underſtaiding it ſelf to it, nor 
1s it that impetuous Whirl-wind that by guſts 
' troubles and blinds our 'Souls, and- for the 


time, precipitates us, Jadgment and all, into 


the power of Vice. 

I cuſtomarily do what I do- thorowly, 1 
make but one ſtep ont 3 I have rarely any 
movement that hides it ſelf and ſteals away 
from my Reaſon, and that does not upon the 
matter proceed bythe conſent” of all my Fa- 
culties, withont decifion, or inteſtine Sedition; 
my Judgment is to-have all the blame, or all 
the praiſe, and the blame it once” has it has al- 


ways, for I have: from my Infancy almoſt al- 


ways had the ſame inclination, the! ſame' ſpeed, 


: and 
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| Cldp.2: Seiphtus de Motitaigne's Eſſays. Ai” 
and the ſame force. "And as'to univerſal'Opi- 
_ nions, 1'fixd 'my felf from 'my Child-hood'in 
the;place where I reſolv'd to ſtick, There are ' 
ſome Sins that are impetuous, prompt,and ſud- 
den, let us ſet them afide; bur in theſe other 
Sins ſo oft repeated, deliberated and eontriv'd, 
whether Sins'of:Complexion,or Siysof Profeſſi- 
on and 'Vocation 31 cannot conceive that they 
can have ſo long'beer ſettled in the ſame Re- 
ſolution,” unleſs che Reaſon ahd Confeierice of 
hini who has ther be conſtant to have them ſo; 
and 'the Repentahee/ he boaſts! to be inſpir'd 
with on a ſudden;is very hard for re t6 ima- 
gine. | I follow not the Opinion of the Pitha- 
 gorean' SeF, that' men 'take 'up a 'new Soul 
when 'they' repair | to the ' [wages off the 
Gods to receive Oracles, unleſs' they ' mean 
that 'It is new; and lent' for''the'time, our 
own fhewing ſo ſmall ſign of Purification . 
and Cleanneſs,' fit for ſuch an Office. They 
 B a& quite contrary to the Stoical Precepts, that | ap 2, Pp. 
| & do tndeed command us to correc the Imper- ” 
feftions which we know —_ guilty of; 
| & but forbids us to diſturb the Trepole of our 
" I Souls. "Thefe make us believe that they have 
' BE greatGrief and Remorſe within: but of Amend- 
; ment, Corredtion, or Demonſtration, they make , 
nothing appear. It canngt certainly be a'per- x 47 /5 <*%:. 1 
fe& Cure, if the Humor-be not wholly dif: - 
charg'd, if Repextaxce werelaid upon the Scale pion 
of a Ballance, it would weigh down Sin. _] cafie to 
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find no quality ſo eafie to counterfeit, as De- va 
votion, oravidel they do not conform their 
g + Lt Manners 
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Manners and Life- to the Profeſſion ; its EC. 


ſence is abſtruce- and occult, the apperences 
- ealie and majeſtick, For my own pert,.I-may; 


deſire in general to be otherthan l am;T may 
condemn and diſhke my whole frame,and beg. 
of Almighty God for an/ entire-Reformation; 
and that he,will . pleafe'to-paxdon my natural 
Infirmity : -but..1 ought not 40; call this: Re- 
pentance, methinks,. no. more: than the þting 
diſlatisfied. that. 1 am not ;an' Argel, or Cato 4 
my Actions are conformable to. what I am,and 
to my Condition. I can do-no- better, and Re- 
pentance is not properly concernd in things 
that are not-in our Powers Sorrow 15; I 1ma- 


VÞ 7a; k gine an infinite-number of Souls more elevated 


Ree) If to imagine and wiſh a nobler way of aQting 


and regular than mine 3; and yet I do.nat for 
all that improve my -Faculties no more than 
my Arm, or. will grow more ſtrong and 'vigo- 
rous for conceivingithoſe.of another to be 10, 


than that. we have, ſhould produce a Repen- 


" tance of our own, we muſt then repent us of 
our moſt innocent .Aﬀions,  faraſmuch as we 


well ſappoſeSthat in a more excellent Na: 
tyre they would have been carried on with 
greater Dignity and PerfeGion; and would 


* that ours were ſo. . When-I;xefle& upon. the 


Deportments of my. Youth, with that of my 
o]d age, I find that I have-behaved my ſclf 
equally well in both, according to what I un- 
derſtand, This is all that my reſiſtance can do. 


| I do not flatter my ſelf 5 in the ſame Circum- 


ſtance I ſhould do the ſame things. It is not 
, 
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\ | 2.Spot, but rathex an, uniyerſal TinAure, with 
oe I am imbued:, I know; ne mean Cere- 
monies, and ſuperficial Repentance, It muſt 
ſting me-all over before I can call it fo, and 
that it prick my Bowels as deep a univerſal- 
ly.as God ſees uitg me. As to Employment, 
many. good Opportunities have eſcapd me for 
want of good CondyQ; and yet. my Delibe- 
rations were ſound enoygh, according to the 


occurrences preſented to me. "Tis their way 


- tochooſealwaysthe cabieſt and the fafeſt courſe, 
| find that jn my former Counſcls, I have pro- 
. ceeded with Diſcrerion, according to my own 
rule, and according to the ſtate of the ſubj 

- propogd,:and ſhould do the ſame a thou 
years hence in like Occaſions. I do not con- 
fider what it is. now, but what it was then, 
when I deliberated on it. The force of all 
Counſel confiſts in the Time 3 Occaſions, and 
things eternally ſhift and change. I have in 
my Life committed-ſome great and important 
Errors, not for want of good Underſtanding, 


but for want of good Luck. There are ſecrer, 


and not to be foreſeen partsin matters we have 


63 
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in handling, eſpecially in the Nature of men 3; -\, 


mute Conditions,that makeno ſhow, unknown 
ſometimes even to the Profeſſors themſelves ; 
that ſpring and ſtart up by accidental Occaſi- 
ons. -If my Prudence could not penetrate in- 
to,;nor foreſee. them, I blame it not: 'ris com- 
miſtion'd no further than its own limits. If thi 
event be too hard for me, and take the fide 
have refus'd, there is no Rkmedy, 1 fla not. 
| | ame 


blame m ſelf. 1 accu, r Fortune, and not 
my ono land W is cannot. 'be called 
LNG 6s P. - opens, rag ng 
dis peek an = at was not low'd and the 
Ir EET cceeding contrary 4 
Opinion, ſore one faid to Kit 5 Web, Phoci- 
on, art thou content that Matters go + well 2 
am very well pledsd repiy'd he;that this has hap: 
ned o well, but I do not repent that I connſelf d 
« the other. When any of my Friends addreſs 
themſelves to me for Advice, T give' it Sn 
Iy and dearly, with6ur ftickin ing; 2s almoſt all 
other men do, at the hazatd 0 the thing? that « 
- way fall'out contrary t6 my Opinion, by 
hich —_ T ray” be 'reproach'd: for 'my 
Counſet;"'1 *am very indifferent as'to that: 
For, the' FR will be theirs 7 m*hayiog conſi]t- 
ed the 5 and T could not refirſe them) my' beſt 
nntbre F [, for ry own part, can rarely blame 
RD, one bat 'my Telf,” for. my overſights and 
fortunes. For indeed T ſeldom conſult the 
Avice of another, if not' by Honor of Ce- 
remony, or excepting where I ſtand in need of 
4 .; Information, a5ro matterof Fi&, Butio thingy 
gt * wherein I tan 1 in need of nothing but Judg- 
ment, other” riiens Reaſons may ſerve to fortt- 
e my own, bur have little power to diſſuade 
me. I hear them' with Civility 'and Patience 
all'; bur'to iny. knowledge, Teyer made: nſe 
of any bur my own. With tile 'they- are*but 
Fhes' and Atoms, that conformd* and diſtrat 
my” ny Will. T lay reat ſtreſs upon my Opi: 
eD1 Os 5 ; but Tlay Fog gre Upon thole of others, 


and' 
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Chap«.2. Seignent de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
© 30d Fortune rewards me accar ingly. .If I re- 
ecive bur little Advice, Talſo give but littley/1 
ſeldom conſult others, and. am ſeldom believ'd, 
,and-know: no concern either publick or pri- 
vate, that has been mended or; better'd by my 


Advice. Even they; whom; Fortune had in 
ſome ſort ty'd to. my DireQion, have more 
willingly fufferd themſelves to be goyern'd by 
any ar Counſels than mine 5 -and as a man 
who is as jealous of my repoſe as of my Au- 
thority, I- am better pleasd that it ſhould be 
fo.. In leaving me there, they hamour what I 
profeſs, which is to ſettle and wholly contain 
myſelf within my ſelf: I take a pleaſure in be- 
ing unintereſſed from other mens Afﬀairs, and 
diſengag'd from being their warranty, and re- 
ſponfible for what they do. In all Affairs that 
are paſt, be it how it will, I have very little 
regret 3 for this Imagination puts me out of 
my-pain, that they ought ſo to fall out : they 


. are 1n the great revolution of the World, and 
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Nor'can Provi- 


that I am no: more. 


morrified, that they are 
firions,holding but out my 
Should one preſent the old _ 
fore-it, I'fear'it would have 1c Þ hatin 


it 
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iff it-jadges any thing otherwiſe now,than 
it fortherly did, nor that it has acquir'd any 


new light. Wherefore, if there be convaleſ- 


| cence; *tis an inchanted one. Mrſerable kind 
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of Remedy to owe a mans Health to his Diſ- 
eaſe. ''Tis not for our misfortune to perform 
this Office, but for the good fortune of our 


Judgment. I am not to made to do any x 2p'E* 


thing by Perſecutions and Aﬀftitions,but curſe 
them. That is for People that are not to be 
rousd but by a Whip; myReaſon is much more 
ative in Proſperity, and much more diſtraQ- 
ed, and put tot to digeſt Pains than Pleaſures. 
I ſee beſt in a clear Sky. Health does pre- 
moniſh me, as more chearfully , fo to better 


rpoſe than Sickneſs. I did all that in me + 


y to. reform and regulate my ſelf from Plea- 
fares at all times, when I had Health and Vi- 


S gour to enjoy them. I ſhould be troubled and 


aſhamed, that the Miſery and Misfortune of 
my Age, ſhould be prefer'd before my good; 
healthful, ſpritely, and vigorous Years; and 
that men ſhould eſteem me, -not for what I 
haye been, but by that miſerable part of my 
felf, where I have, as it were, ceasd to be. In 
Opinion *tis the happy Living, and not 
(as and Artiftheres ) the happy Dymg, in 
which humane Felicity confiſts. I have not 
made it my Buſineſs to make a monſtrous ad- 
dition of a Philoſophers tayl to the Head'and 
Body of a Libertine : nor would I have this 
wretched remainder give the lye to the plea- 
fam, found, and long part of my Life. I will 
| preſent 
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-|'to; live my -Life over again, I ſhould live: it 


; cayd Eyes. We ought to love Temperance 


| 


— fiſts Pleaſure, if he. cannot-ſee it-3 if he knows 


Juſt as I have done. I nenther complain of the 
paſt, nor do T fear the future; ahd If I am-noe 
much decaiv'd, I am the fame-within that I am 
without. 'Fis one main Obligation I have to 
Fortune, that the Succeſſion - of my bodily 
Eſtate has been carried on. according to- the 
natural Seaſons 3 I have ſeen the Grafs, the 
Bloffoms, and the Frnit, and: now ſee the Free 
wither'd : happily however, becauſe natural- 
ly. I bear the Infirmities I have the better; 


becauſe they' came not till I had Reaſon to | 


expect them 4 and becauſe alſo they make me 
with greater Pleaſure remember that long Fe- 
licity of my paſt Life. My Wiſdom peradven- 
ture may have been the ſame in both Ages j 
but it was more adtive, and of better Grace 
whitſt young and ſpritely, than now it is when 
broken, pieviſh, and uneafie. I renounce then 
theſe caſual and painful Reformations, God 
maſt touch - our. Hearts; and. our Conſcience 
muſt amend of themſelves, by the force of our 
Reaſon, and not by the'decay of our Appe- 
tites. Pleaſure is in it ſelf neither pale not 
diſcoloured, to. be diſcern'd by dim and de- 


for it ſ{clf; and beeauſe God has eommanded 
that and Chaſtity ; but what we are reduc'd 
to by Catarrhs, and that I am oblig'd to the 
Stone for, / 1s neither Chaſtity nor Temperance 
A Man cannot' boaſt that he deſpiſes and re 


not 
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| aretubJetiomore troubleſome maladies and im- 


and many Circumſtances of his condemnation, 
himſelf purpoſely by collufion contributed to 


ſuffered the lofty motions of his Wit to be ſo 
crampt, and his wonted' lyſtre to be fo ob- 
ſcur'd. What ſtrange Metamorphoſes do I ſee 
Age every day make in many of my acquain- 
tance ? 'tis a potent Malady, and that natu- 
zally and imperceptibly ſteals into us, and vaſt 


not what it is; cannot diſcern its' graces, forces; 4 

and moſt alluring Beauties ; I know both the © © { 
one and the other, and may therefore the bet- il | 
ter ſay it; but, methinks, our Souls in old Age | j%; c 4 


perfections than in Youth. I ſaid the ſame when 
young, and that I was reproachd with the 

want of a Beard, and I fay ſo now that my 

gray Hairs give me ſome Authority 3 we call 

the difficulty of our Humours,and the diſreliſh x Xx) 
of preſent things, Wiſdom, but in truth wedo —- 
not ſo much forſake Vices as we change them, 

and in my opinion, for worſe. Beſides a foo- 

liſh and feeble Pride, an impertinent Praring, 
froward and inſociable Humours, Superſtition, 

and a ridiculous deſire of Riches when we 

have loſt the Uſe ;I find more Envy, Injuſtice 

and Malice. Age imprints more wrinkles in the *4,/c /\g« 
Mind than it does 1n the Face, and Souls: are 
never, or very rarely ſeen, thar in growing 

old do not ſmell foure and muſty. Man moves *- 

all together, both towards his perfe&tion and 
decay. In obſerving the Wiſdom of Socrates, 


I ſhould dare to believe, that he in ſome fort 


it, ſeeing that at the age of ſeventy years be 


pro- 
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provifion &f ſtudy, and great precaution are 
requird to evade the imperfections it loads us 
with, or at leaſt, to obſtruct their progreſs. I 
find, that notwithſtanding all my retrench- 
ments, it gets foot by foot-upon me 3 I make 
the beſt reſiſtance I can, but I do not know to 
what at laſt it will reduce me 5 but fall out 
what will, I am content the World may know 
when I am falln, from whence fell. - 


CH AP. IIL 
Of three Commerces. 


[ 7E muſt hot rivet our ſelves fo faſt to 
' theſe Humours and Complexions. Our 


| £ 
*Jo5 * chiefeſt ſufficiency is to know how to apply our 


{elves to divers Employments. *Tis to be, but 
not to live,to keep a man's ſelf ty'd and bonnd 
by neceſſity to one only Courſe. Thoſe are 
the braveſt Souls that have in them the moſt 
variety, and that are moſt flexible and phant' 
of which here is an honourable TEES. 


CC EE cre in ee 


res, quodcummue _ This Man's Parts were 
ſo convertible to all Uſes that a man would think 


I have the liberty to drefs my ſelf after my 
own' Mode, there is no ſo gracefall faſhion to 
which would beſo fixt, as not to be able to 


diſcngage my elf from it. Life is an nnequal, 
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Seignevr de Montaigne's Eſa — 51 
irregular, and multiform Motjon. Tis not to 
bea Friend to a man's ſelf, much lefs a Maſter ; 
'tis not to be a $lave ſo inceſſantly, to be ſo 
led by the noſe by ones own Inclinations, -,,, ,,.. 
that a man cannot turn aſide nor writhe his Inclinati- 
neck out of the collar, I ſpeak it now in this J52enot 
part of my Life, wherein I find I cannot diſ- ve fot- 

e my ſelf from the importunity of 'my 9d. 
Soul, by reaſon that it cannot commonly amuſe 
it ſelf, but on things wherein it is perplex'd, 
nor employ it ſelf but intirely, and with all its 
force. Upon the lighteſt SubjeR can be offerd, 
it makes it infinitely greater, and ſtretches it 
to that degree,as therein to employ its utmoſt 
power, wherefore its Idleneſs is to me a very 
carry Labour, and very prejudicial to my ; 
ealth. Moſt mens minds require foreign mat- « 2p 2; 


b” 


ter to exerciſe and enliven them 5 mine has 
rather need to fit ſtill and repoſe it ſelf ; YVtia Senec. 

otii negotio diſcutienda ſunt. The vices of Sloth Ei 56. 
are to be ſbak'd f by buſpneſs; for its chiefeſt 
and molt painful {tudy is to ſtudy it {elf. Books &<'/o" 
are to it a ſort of employment that debauches 

it from its ſtudy. Upon the firſt Thoughts - 

that poſſes it, it begins to buſtle and make 

tryal of a Vigour in all Senſes, exerciſes its 
powerof handling, ſometimes making tryal of 

its force, and: then fortifying, moderating and 

rapging it {elf by the way of Grace and Or- 

der. It has of its own wherewith to roulſe its 
Faculties : Nature ha- given to it, as to all 

others, matter enough.of its own to make ad- 


vantage of, and ay proper enpugh,where 
2 it 
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| 


er facility addi our ſelves. *Tis the buſineſs 


it may either invent or judge. Meditation is 
a powerful and full ſtudy to ſuch'as can effe. 
Qually employ thetnſelves. I had rather forge 


my Soul than furniſh it. There 1s no employ- 
ment, either more weak or more ſtrong, than 
that of entertaining a man's own Thoughts, ac- 
cording as the Soul 1s. The greateſt men make 
it their whole buſineſs, quibrs vivere eſt cogita- 
re. To whom to live is to think. Nature has al- 
ſo favour'd it with this priviledge, that there 
is nothing we can do fo long, nor any Aion 
to which we more frequently and with great- 


of the Gods, ſays Ariſtotle, and from whence 
both their bearitude and ours proceed. The 
principal uſe of Reading to me, 1s, that by va-W# py 
rious Objeds it rouzes my Reaſon, and em- ja 
ploys my Judgment, not my Memory. Few of 
entertainments then detain me without force p], 
and violence 3 it is true, that the beauty and Gt 
neatneſs of a Work take as much -or more 4, 
with me than the weight and depth of the Sub-W Pc 
jet : And foraſmuch as I ſlumber in all other 
communication, and give but a negligent at- 
tention, it often falls out, that in ſuch meat 
and pitiful Diſcourſes, I either make ſtrang 
and ridiculous Anſwers unbecomming a Chil 
or more indiſcreetly and rudely maintain a 
obſtinate Silence. I have a melancholick and 
penſive way, that withdraws me into my el 
and to that a ſtupid-and childiſh Ignorance 
many very ordinary 'things, by which tw 
Qualities I have obtain'd, that men may truſMan 
TEDUIT. 
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Chap. 3- Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſay? $3, 
report five or fix as ridiculous. tales. of me as 

of any other whatever. But tq-proceed in; my 

e & Subject; this difficult Complexion of.mine, ren- 

- & ders me very nice in my converſation. with. 

n men, whom I muſt cull and pick out far:my, 

- © purpoſe, and unfit for common Society..., We. x 4? B 
ef live and negotiate with the People 3 if their 

- & Converſation be troubleſome to. us, if we dif. 

|- & dain to apply our ſclves to mean and yylgar. 

© Souls, (and the mean and vulgar are;oft asre+ 

2 gular as thoſe of the fineſt thred 3 and all yif: 

t-E dom is folly. that does not accomodate;ir (ſelf 

{s & to the common Ignorance) we muſt no: morg 

ce E intermeddle either with other, mens Afars or 

x our own 3. and all buſineſs both publick,and 

4+-& private muſt be manag'd apart from the Popu- 

n-E lar. The lefs forc'd, and moſt natural motions *-. 


VE of the Soul,are the moſt beautiful; the beſt em- 
Joyments, thoſe thas are leaſt conſtrain, 
Good God !, how good an Office does Wif- 
dom to thoſe whoſe deſires it limits to their 
Power ? That is the moſt happy Knowledge, 
What a man can, was the Sentence Socrates 
was ſo much in love withall, a Motto of great 
ſubſtance 3 we moderate and adapt our de- 
fires to the neareſt and eaſieſt to be acquit'd 
ings. Is it not a fooliſh Humour of mine, to | & 5; 8p. 2 
ſeparate my ſelf from a thouſand to whom my 
kortune has conjoin'd me, and without whom 
,cannot live, to cleave to one or two that are 
put of. my Commerce, or rather a fantaſtick 
defire of a thing I cannot obtain ? My gentle 
and eafie Manners, enemies of all ſoureneſs in 
Fon, Conver- 


—_ 


- 
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Converſation, ' may eafily enough have ſecur'd- 


me from the Envy and Animoſities of men ; 


I d& not fay ſo'as to be belov'd, but never any 
raft gave leſs occafions of being hated 3 but the 
coldtieſs of my Converſation has reaſonably 
depriv'd me of the good Will of many, who 
ire 'to be excus'd it they interpret it 1n ano- 
ther and worſe ſenſe. . Tam beſt at contraQting, 
and maintain rare and* exquiſite Friendſhips ; 
for by reaſon that I fo greedily ſeize upon ſuch 
Acguaintance as fits my liking, I throw my 
felf with ſuch violence upon them that I hard. 
ty fail to ſtick, and oft make an Impreſfidn 
where I hit, as'I have often made happy proof, 
I 5m in ſome ſort cold and ſhy, for my motio! 
is' trot natural, if not with full fail : Befids, 


a my Fortune having train'd me up from my 


Youth in, and given me a reliſh of one ſolt 
and' perfect Friendſhip, it has in truth given} 


me a kind of naulity to meaner Converſations 
| too muth imprinted in my Fancy, that 


they are Beaſts of Company, as the Ancient ſaid 
but not of the Herd. And alſo I have a n+ 
tutal difficulty of communicating my elf by 
halves, and that Reſervation , ſervile, and 
jealous Prudence requird in the converſs 
rion of numerous and imperfe& Friendſhips 
And we are principally injom'd to thefe inthi 
Ape of ours, "when we cannot talk of" thi 
World, but either with danger or falſe-hood 
Yer do 1 very well diſcern, that he who 
the Conveniencics' (1 tmean the the eſfentil 
Conveniencies) of Life for his'end, as I han 

Ooug! 
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Chap. 3- Secigneur de Montaigne's Efays.” 95 

ought to fly theſe difficulties and delica- 

' cy of Humour as much as the Plague. T1, vos 
ſhould commend a Soul of ſeveral Stories, © >= 
that knows both how to bend and to ſlacken 
it ſelf, that finds it ſelf at eaſe in all Conditi- 
ons of Fortune, that can diſcourſe with a 
Neighbour, of his Building, Hunting, or any 
little Gontention betwixt him and another : 
that can chat with a Carpenter or a Gardiner 
with Pleaſure. I envy thoſe who can render &f.2 F.) 
themſelves familiar with the meaneſt of their 
Followers, and divert themſelves with their 
own Attendants ; and diſlike the Advice of x) 
Plato, that Men ſhould always ſpeak in a Ma- | 
giſterial tone to their Servants, whether Men 
or:'Women 3; without being ſometimes faceti- 
ous and familiar. For belides my reaſon, *tis Magiſters 
inbumane and unjuſt, to ſer ſo great a value © 
upon this pittiful prerogative of Fortune; and S8E CO 
the Governments, wherein leſs diſparity is per- Tepror. 
mitted betwixt Maſters and Servants, ſeem to : 
me the moſt equitable. Others ſtudy how to + hg —_ 
raiſe and elevate their Minds, I, how to hum- 
ble mine, and to bring it low 3 'tis only vici- 

ous 1n extenſion. | , 
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Narras, & genus /Eaci Hor, lib. %;. 
Et pugnata ſacro bella ſub Ilio 3 Ode 19. 
vo Chium pretio cadum 
Mercemur, quis aquam temperet ignibms, 

Wy prebente domum, & quota 

elignis carean frigoribus, tacer. 


E 4 Thou 


=. 
* — Js * 


v6 


Paraphrasd Thou port on Helvicws, and ſkudieſt in vain, 


by T. F 


a 
TW x: 


6,0) 


xp 5Ef 


How' many:years paſt betwixt King and Kings 


Reign 3: 6. i 


To make an old Woman even twitter for joy | 


At an eighty eight ſtory, or the ſcuffle at Troy, 
But where the good Wine, and beſt fire is, 
When the cruel North: wizd does blow, 


And the Trees do penance in Snow 3..: 1! 
Where the Poets delight and defire is, ( Brain!: | 


Thou pittiful Book-worm nee .troubleſt thy 


Thus, as the Lucedewoniai:Valoar ſtood in 


need- of Moderation, and of the: tweet and 
harmonious ſound:.of Flutes to ſoften them. in 


Battel, leſt-they fhould precipitate thernſelves: 
into Temerity and Fury ; whereas all other 


Nations _cotnpmonly make uſe of harſh and 
{hrill ſounds, and of TJoud and imperious Voi- 
ces, to incite and heat the Souldiers Courage 
to the laſt degree : ſo, methinks, that contrary 


. to the uſual Method, in the Practice of our 


Minds, we have for*the moſt part more need 
of Lead, than Wings: of Temperance 3 and 
Compoſedneſs; than Ardour, and Agitation, 


Burt above all things, 'tis in my Opinion, egre- 


giouſly to play the Fool, to put on the Gravi- 
ty of a Man of Underſtanding amongſt thoſe 
that know nothing : and to :ſpeak 'in' print, 
fevellar in punta di forchetta : you muſt let 
your ſelf down to thoſe with whom you con- 


- verſe ; and ſometimes affe& Ignorance : lay 


aſide conſtraint and ſubtilty , 'tis enough in 
common Converſation to preſerve Decency 
and 
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and Qrder;z as to the reſt, flag as low as.the 


Earth,if they defire it. The Learned oft ſtum- 


ble at: this Stone 3 they will be always ſhew- 
ing their utmoſt skill, and ſtrow. their Wri- 
tings all over with the Flowers of their Elo- 
quence : they have in theſe days ſo fill'd the 
Cabinets and Ears of the Ladies with 1t, that 


- if they have loſt the Subſtance, they at leaſt re- 


tain the Words: ſo as in all diſcourſe upon 


- all ſorts of Subjects, how mean and common - 


ſoever,. they ſpeak and write after a new and 
learned way 5 | 


57 


Hoe ſermone pavent, hoc iram, gaudia, curas,  Fuven, 
Hoc cunt a effundant animi ſecreta, quid ultra? **© 


Concumbunt doe. 


In the ſame Language they expreſs their fears, 
Their anger,and their joys,their griefs & cares, 


| Andall their Secrets do pour out z What more>... 
_ Inthe ſame learned Phraſe they play the Whore. 


and quote Plato and Aquinas in things the s v q7; 


firſt they meet. could determine as well. The 
= that cannot penetrate their Souls, 

ngs ſtill. upon the Tongue. It thoſe of Qua- 
lity will be perſwaded by me, they*ſhall con- 
tent themſelves with ſetting out their proper 
and natural Treaſures; they conceal and cover 


their Beauties under others that are none of 
theirs: tis a great folly to put out their own . 
Light, to ſhine by a borrow'd luſter : they - 
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are intexy'd and buried under the Article Cap- 
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ſala tote. It is becauſe they do not ſufficient- 
1y know, that the World has nothing fairer 
than themſelves, 'tis for them to honour the 
Arts, and to paint Painting. What need have 
they of any thing, but to live beloved and 
honourd 2 They have, and know but toq 
much for this. They need do no more, but 
rouſe and heat a little the Faculties they have 
of their own. When I ſee them tampering. 

with Rhetoyich,, Law, Logick, and the like ; 
ſo improper and unneceffary for their Bufi- 
neſs, I begin to ſuſpect, that the men who in- 
ſpire them with ſuch things, do it that they 
may govern them upon that account. , For 
what other excuſe can I contrive? It is enongh 
that they can without our Inſtruction govern 
the Graces of their Eyes to Gayety, Severity, ' 
and Sweetneſs, and ſeaſon a denial either with 
Anger, Suſpence, or Favour, and that they 


| need not another to interpret what we ſpeak 


for their Service. With this Knowledge they 
command with the Switch, and rule both the 
Regents and the-Schools. But if nevertheleſs 
they think much to give place to us in any 
thing whatever, and will out of Curioſity 
have their ſhare in Books ; Poetry is a Diver- 
{ion == for them, 'tis a wanton and ſubtle, 
a d1 ing and prating Art, all Pleafure,and 


all ſhew like themſelves. They may alſo ex- 


' What kind txadt ſeveral Conveniences from Hiſtory, In 
5 pto- 


hy 1 > pr 
r for 
Women. 


Ca ſepine, out -of the moral part of it, 

may ſelect ſuch inftrutions as will teach 24 

to judge of our Humors —— 
fen 
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' Chap. 3. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
fend themſelves from our Treacheries, to regu- 
late the ardor of their own Defires, to manage 
their Liberty, lengthen the Pleaſure of Life, 


and mildly to bear the inconſtancy-of a Ser- 
vant, the rudenefs of a Husband, and the im- 
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portunity of Years, Wrinckles, and the like, : 


This is the utmoſt of what I would allow them 
in the Sciences. There are ſome particular 
Natures that are private and retird: my natu- 
ral way is proper for Communication, and apt 
to lay me open; I am all without, and in 
fight, born for Society and Friendſhip : the 
folitade that I love my ſelf, and recommend 
to others, is chiefly. no other, than to with- 
draw my Thoughts and Afﬀe&Rions into my 
ſelf 3 to reſtrain and check, not my ſteps, but 
my own Cares and Deſires; reſigning all fo- 
reign Solitude, and mortally avoiding Servi- 
tude and Obligations 3 and not ſo much the 
crowd of men, as the crowd of Buſineſs. Lo- 
cal Solitude, to fay the truth, does rather give 
me more room, and ſet me more at large ; I 
more willingly throw my ſelf upon Aﬀairs of 
State, and the World, when I am alone. At 
the Lowore, and in the buſtle of the Court, I 
old my felt within my own Skio. The crowd 
thruſts me upon my felf. And I never enter- 
tain my ſelf ſo wantonly, ſo Iicentioully, nor 


ſo particularly, as 1n places of reſpect, and ce- 
remonious Prudence: Our Folltesdo not make 
men laugh, but our Wiſdom. I am naturally no 
Enemy to a Court Life 3 I have therein paſt a 
$good part of my own, and am of an Humonr 
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to be cheerfull in great Compamies, provided 


- it may be by intervals, and at my own time ; 


Er 


But this ſoftneſs/'of Judgment whereof I ſpeak, 


ties me by force to ſolitude, even in wy own 


Houſe, in the middle of a numerous Family,and 


* a Houſe ſufficiently frequented 3 I ſee People 


enow, but rarely ſuch with whom I delight 
to converſe. And I there reſerve both for my 
ſelf and others an unuſual Liberty ; There is 


in my Houſe no ſuch thing as Ceremonies, uſh- 


ering 'or waiting upon. them doyn to the 
Coach, and :ſuch other troubleſome Ceremo- 
nies as our courteſie joyns, ( O fſervile and 
1mportunate Cuſtom!) every one there governs 
himſelf according to his own Method 3 let 
who will ſpeak: his Thoughts, I ſit mute, me- 
ditating and ſhut up in my: Cloſet, without 
any offence to my Gueſts. The men, whoſe 


Society and Familiarity I covet, are thoſe they 


call fincere'and -1ngenious men, and the Image 


of. theſe make'me diſreliſh the reſt. It 1s, if 


rightly taken, the rareſt of our Forms, and a 
Form that we chiefly owe to Nature. The 


| —» Veep ry 


end of this Commerce is ſimply Privacy, Fre- 


quentation and : Conference, the exerciſe of 
Souls, without other Fruit. In our Diſcourſe 
all SubjeRs are alike to me.; let there be net- 
ther. weight, nor depth, 'tis all one, there is 
yet Grace and Pertinency, all there is tinted 
with a mature and conſtant Judgment,, and 
mixt with: Bounty, Freedom, Gayety , and 


Friendſhip. ' *Tis not only in talking of the 


Afﬀairs of Kirgs and State, that our Wits diſ- 
| | _ cover 


my, gry as, a, pb foi, as enbdes P23 


Cha. 3. Seigneur 'de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
coyer their force and Beauty, but every whit 


as much in private Conferences. I underſtand « 


my People even by their Silence and Smiles; 
and better diſcover them perhaps at Table,than 
in the Connſel, Hippomachws ſaid very well, 
that he could know the good Wreſtlers by only ſe- 
ing them walk, in the Street. I, Learning will 


pleaſe to ſtep into our talk, it ſhall not be re- 


jected, not magiſterial, imperious, and impor- 
tunate, as it commonly 1s, but ſuffragan and 
docile in it ſelf. We there only ſeek to divert 
our ſelves, and to paſs away our time 3 when 
we have a mind to be inſtructed and preach'd 
to, we will go ſeek it in its Throne, Let it 
debaſe it ſelf to us for once, if it fo pleaſe; 
for uſeful and profitable as it is, I preſuppoſe 
that even inthe greateſtneed, we may do well 
enough without it, and do our Buſineſs with- 
out its Aſfiſtance. A well deſcended Soul,and 
praticd in the Converſation of men, will of 
her ſelf, render her ſelf agreable to all. Art 
is nothing but the counter-part and regiſter 


of what ſach Souls produce. The Conver- , e, © , b 


fation alſo of beautiful and well bred Women, 


© ——————— 


is alſo for me a moſt ſweet commerce : nam 705 Cicere, 


quoque Oculos eruditos habemws. If the Soul 
has not therein ſo much to enjoy. as in the 
firſt, the bodily Senſes, which alſo participate 
more of this, bring it to a proportion near 
to, though, m my opinion, not equal to the 


other. © But 'tis. a Commerce wherein a man » 


muſt ſtand a little upon his Guard, eſpecially 
thoſe of a vigorous Conſtitution, as I _ The 
urnt 


6y 


" 


06 of TOON OT EE RT ne ab. 
wy fe PR 
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burnt Child dreads the fire. 1 there ſcalded my 
ſelf in my Youth, and ſaffered all the Tor- 
ments that Poets ſay are to befall all who pre- 
Cipitate themſelves into Love without Order 
and Judgement. It is true, that whipping has 
made me wiſer fince. 


PBuicurgue Argolica de claſſe Capharea fugit, 
Semper ab Enboices vela retorquet aquis. 


O'th Grecian Fleet, who would Capharie flee, 
Muſt always fteer from the Exboick Sea. 


V4 A” "Tis folly to fit all a man's Thoughts upon it, 


and madneſs to engage in it with a furious and 

indiſcreet AﬀeGon 3 bur on the other ſide, to 
engage there without Love and without Incli- 

nation, like Comedzans,to play a common part, 

without putting any thing to it of his own but 

Words,is indeed to provide for his fafety ; but 

withall, after as ſcandalous a manner, as he 

who {ſhould abandon his Honour, Profit, or 

Pleaſure, for fear of danger 3 for it is moſt 
certain, that from ſuch a Praice, they who 

ſet it on foot can expe no Fruit that can 
pleaſe or ſatisfie a noble Soul. A man muſt of 
neceſſity have in good earneſt defird that 

which he in good earneſt expeQts to have a 

pleaſure in enjoying 3 I fay, though Fortune 

ſhould unjuſtly favour their Diſſim 


alation, 
which oft falls out, becauſe there is none of 
the Sex, let her be as ugly as the Derwwl, who 


does not think her ſelf well worthy to be be- 


lov'd, 


Chap. 3: Sejoneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, 


lov'd, and that does not prefer her ſelf before 


' other Womeneither for her Youth, the colour 


of her Hair,or her gracefull Motion, (for gene- 
rally there are no more foul than fair;) and 


' the Brachwan Virgins, who have no other 


Beauty to recommend them , the People 
being aſſembled by the common Crier to that 
efte&, come out into the Market place to ex- 
poſe their matrimonial Parts to publick view, 
to try if thoſe at leaſt were not of temptati- 


on ſufficient to get them Husbands. Conle- - 


quently, there is not one who does not eaſily 
ſuffer her ſelf to be overcome by the firſt 
Vow that is made to ſerve her. Now from 
this ordinary treachery of men, that muſt fall 
out which wealready experimentally fee,cither 
that they rally together, and ſeparate them- 


| ſelves by themſelves to evade us, or elſe 


form their Diſcipline by the Example we give 
them, play their Parts of the Farce as we do 
ours, and give themſelves up to the ſport, 
without Paſſion, Care, or Love : Negue affe- 
ni ſno aut alieno obnoxie : believing, accord- 
ing to the perſuaſion of Lyſias in Plato, that 
they may with more Utility and Convenience 
ſurrender themſelves up to us the leſs we love 
them. Where it will fall out, as in Comedies, 
that the People will have as much Pleaſure or 
more than the Comedians. For my part,Ino more 
acknowledge a Venus tb © Gold; than a 


Cove without Iſh : They are things thatmu- 
ylend,and owntheirEfſenceto oneanother; 


$ this Cheat rebounds back upon him who is 


guilty 


EA” 


, 


& % * thoſe to whom old Ape denies the practice of 


£) 
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x guilty of it, 'it does not coſt him much in- 
deed, but he alſo gets little or nothing by 
it. They who have made Venus a Goddeſs, 
have taken notice that her principal Beau- 
ty was incorporeal and ſpiritual. But the 
Venus which theſe People hunt after, is not fo 
much as humane, nor indeed brutal ; the very 
Beaſts will not accept it ſo groſs and ſo earth- 
ly. Weſee thatImagination and Defire oft heats 
and incitesthem before the Body does; we ſee 
in both the one Sex and the other, they have in 
the herd choice and particular election in their 
Aﬀe&ions, and that they have amongſt them- 
ſelvesalong Commerce of old good Will. Even 


their defire,do yet tremble,neigh,and twitter for 
Love. We ſee them before the A& full of hope 
and ardour, and when the Body has plays Its 
Game, yet pleaſe themſelves with the ſweet | 7 
remembrance of the Pleaſure paſt ; ſome that # ** 
ſwell with Pride after they have perform, || {0 
and others,who tird and fated, do yet by Vo- 
, ciferation expreſs a triumphing Joy. Who.has | © 
nothing to do but only to diſcharge his Body | 
of a natyral neceſſity, need not to trouble o- 
thers with ſo curious Preparations, It is not 
Meat for a groſs and boyſterous Appetite. As | ' 
one who doesnot deſire that men ſhould think | T! 
me better than I am, I will here freely di(co- Jig 
ver the. Errors of my Youth, not only for the & 2 
danger of impairing. my Health, ( and yet I} * 
could not be fo carefull, but that I had two Pry 
light Miſchances) but moreover upon the fou 
k account | 
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account of Contempt, Lhave feldom given my 
ſelf up to common and mercenary Embraces. 
{ would heighten the Pleaſure by the Difficul- 
ty, by Delire, and a certain kind of Glory; 


and was clearly of T3berizs's:mynd, who in his Modeſt 


and noble 


Amours was as much taken with Modeſty and 


Cerfor,, and ſolacd her ſelf in the dignity of 
her Lovers 3 doubtleſs Pearl and Tiſſue, Ti- 
tles and Attendance, add ſomething to 1t. As 


. to the reſt, I had a great eſteem for Wit, pro- 
vided the Perſon was without exception ; for,to 


confeſs the truth,if the one or the other of theſe 
two Perfeions mult of neceſiity be wanting, I 
ſhou}d-rather have quitted that of the Under- 
ſtanding, that has its Uſe in better things; but 
in-the ſubje& of Love, a Subje& principally 
relating to the Senſes of Seeing and Touching, 


ſomething may be done without the Graces of 
the Mind, without the Graces of the Body no- 


nleand beardleſs, confus'd and mixt with theirs. 


Tis faid, that ſuch as areprefer'd to the Grand yt c l;, a) 


ts Ae CEn Er re 


$igrior upon the account of Beauty, which are 
an Sabin are at the fartheſt diſmiſyd 
at two and twenty years of Age. Reaſon, ' 
Prudence, and Offices of Friendſhip are better 
found amongſt men, and therefore it is, that 
; r they 
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Birth as any other Quality 3 and of the Cour- Titeriw. x14 
teſan Floras Humour, who never proſtituted Thoſe of 
Was 


her ſelf to leſs than a Di@ator, a Conſul, or a © 
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' . Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſayt. Book 111, 
they-govern the Affairs of the World. Thee 
two Commerces are fortuitous, and depend- - 
ing upon others 3 the one. is troubleſome by 
Its rarity, the other wither with. Age, ſo that 
they could never:have been ſufficient for the 
Buſineſs.of my Life. That of Books, which is 
the third, is much more -certain, -and much 
more our own. It yields all other Advantages 


Facility of its Service for its own ſhare : [t 
.goes fide by.fide with me 1n my whole Courſe, 
and.every where is aſſiſting 10 me: 1t comforts 
me:in my Age and Solitude 3 it eaſesme ofa 
troubleſome weight of 1dleneſs, and deliver Þ ir 
me at all hours from Company that I diſlike: Þ m 
and it blunts the point of Griefs, if they.are Þ in 
Not extream, and have not.got an entire Poſ- Y in 
; ſeffion of my Soul. To divert my ſelf froma Þ w 


£ <1" *. troubleſome Fancy , tis but to run to my in 


Taoks, they. prelently fix me to them, and Þ to 
drive the other out of my Thoughts 3 and do fſÞ| pc 
not mutiny to ſee that I have only recourſe Þ rel 
to them for want of -ather more real, natural, Þ 7; 
and lively Conveniencies they always receive jou 
me with the ſame Kindneſs. He may well goafl un 
. Foot, they ſay. who leads his iHorſe inihis Hand BY An 
And our James, 'King of Naples and Sicily, of 
"who, hand{ome, 'young, and healthful, causdF car 
himſelf to be carried up and ;down.on atBar- 
row, extended upon a-pitttfnl matrrice 10 4 
poor Rohe of gray Cloth, and a Cap of the 
fame 3 but attended withal with a Royal traif 
of Litters, led-Horſes of all ſorts, Gentlemen 


and 


Chap. 3- Seigneur. de Montaigne's Z/ays. 
and Officers, did yet herein repreſent a tender 
and unſteady auſterity. The: ſick man. is-not 
to be lamented, who has his cure in his ſleeve. 
In the experience and practice of this Sentence, 
which 15 a very true one, all the benefit I reap 


from Books conſiſts 3 and yet I make as little 


uſe of it almoſt as thoſe that know it not : 1 
enjoy it as a Mjſer does his money, 'in know- 
ing that I may enjoy it when I pleaſe; my 
mind is fatisfied with this right of poſſeſſion. 
I never travel without Books, either in Peace 
| or War; and yet ſometimes I paſs over feve- 
| | ral days, and ſometimes months, without look- 
ing on'them : I will read by and by, ſay I to 
my ſelf, or to morrow, or when I pleaſe, and 
in the interim Time ſteals away without any 
inconvenience. For it is not to be imagind to 


in this confideration, that I have them by me, 
to divert my felf with them when I am fo diſ- 
posd, and to call to mind what an eaſe and 
refreſhment they are to my Life. "Tis the beſt 
Viaticum I have yet found out for this humane 
journey, and very much lament thoſe men of 
underſtanding who are unprovided of them. 
And yet I the rather accept of any other fort 
of diverſion, how light ſoever, becauſe this 
'can never fail me. When at home, I a little 
more frequent my Library, from whence I at 
once ſurvey all the whole concerns of my Fa- 
mily : 'Tis ſcituated at the entrance into my 
Houſe, and I thence under me ſee my Gar- 
den, Court, and baſe-Court, and into all the 

F 2 parts 
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what degree I pleaſe my ſelf, and reſt content | 
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parts of the building. There I turn over now 
one' Book, and then another, of various Sub- 
jeds,-without method or deſign: one while ] 
meditate, another I record, and dictate as 1 
walk to and fro, ſuch whimſies as theſe I pre- 
ſent:you here. *Fis in the third ſtory of a 


|. Fower, of which the Ground-room is my 
Chappel, the-ſecond ſtory an Apartment with 


a'withdrawing' Room and Cloſet, where I 
often lye to: be more retird. Above it is a 
great Wardrobe, which formerly was the 


moſt uſeleſs part of the Houſe. I there pals 


n= 


away both the moſt of the days of my Life, 
and moſt of the hours of thoſe days. In the 
Night I am never there. There is within it a 
Cabinet handſome and neat enough, with a 


Fire place very commodiouſly contrivd , and 


Light very finely fitted. And was I not more 
afraid of the Trouble than the Expence, the 
Trouble that frights me from all Buſineſs, .I 
could very eafily adjoyn on either fide, and on 
the ſame Floor, a Gallery of an hundred paces 
long, and twelve broad, having found Wallsal- 


ready raisd for fome other deſign;to the requiſite 


height. Every place of retirement requires a 
Thoug : | 


walk. My hts {leep if I fit fill; my Fan- 


cy does not go by itſelf, as when my Legs move 


It : and all thoſe who ſtudy without a Book 
are in the ſame Condition. TFhe Figure of my 
Study 1s round, and has no more flat Wall 
than what 1s taken up by my Table and my 
Chair; ſo that the remaining parts of the Cir- 


_ cle preſent me a view of all my Books at once; 


Seigneur de Motitaigne's' Eſſays. Book nl, 
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ſet up upon five degrees [of Shelves round” * 


about me. It has three noble and free Pro. 
ſpects, and is ſixteen paces diameter. I am not 
ſo continually there in Winter 3 for my Houſe 


is built upon an Eminence, as its Name im- 


ports, and no part of it is ſo much expos'd to 


the Wind and Weather as that, which pleaſes 


me the better : for being of a painful accels, 


and a little remote, as well upon the account 
of Exefciſe, as being alſo there more retird 
from the Crowd. 'Tis there that I am in m 
Kingdom, as we ſay, and there I endeavour 
to make my ſelf an abſolute Mozarch, and to 
ſequeſter this one corner from all Society both 
Conjugal, Filial, and Civil. Elſewhere I have 
but verbal Authority only, and of a confugsd 
Eſſence. That man in my Opinion 1s very mi- 
ſerable, who has not at home where to be by 
himſelf, where to entertain himſelf alone, or 


Y | Efrv 


to conceal himſelf from others. Ambition ſuf- « te 4; 


ficiently plagues _her Proſelites, by Keeping 


themſelves always in ſhew, Iike the Statue 0 


a publick Place. Magna Servitus eſt magna Seneca de 


Fortuna, A great Fortune is a great Slavery, 
They have not ſo much as a Retirement for the 
Neceſlities of Nature. I have thought nothing 
ſo ſevere in the Auſterity of Life that our 


we Ir =" <nFRg <P E 


Church-men affe&, as what I have obſerv'd in 


ſome of their Societies; namely, to have a per- 


petual Society of place by Rule, and nume- 
rous Aſſiſtants amongſt them in every Action 
whatever 3 And think it much more ſuppor- 


table to be always alone, than never to _ 
ET ig pogerel IF. 
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73 £ ovf/ If any one ſhall tell me, that it is to underva- 

lane” the Muyſes, to make uſe of them only for 

ſport, and to paſs away the time; I ſhall tel] 

him, that he does not know the value of Sport 

| and Pleafire fo well as I ; if I forbear to add 

farther, thar all other end is ridiculous. I live 

from Hand to Mouth, and, with Reverence be 

\ it ſpoken, I only live for my {elf ; to that all 

my Deſigns do tend, and in that terminate. 
I ſtudied when young for Oftentation? ſince, ' 

to make my ſelf alittle wiſer ; and now for my 

. Diverſion, but never. for any Profit. A vain 

and prodigal Humour I had after this ſort of 

Furniture, not only for the ſupplying my own 

need and defes, but moreover for Ornament 

| and outward ſhow, I have fince quite reav'd 

apzV7 fig my ſelf of, Books have many charming Qua- 

9. lities to ſuch as know how to chooſe them, 

But every good has its ill ; "tis a Pleaſure that 

1s not pure and clean, no more than others : 

it has its Inconveniencies, and great ones too, 

The Mind indeed is exercisd by it, but the 

Body, the care of which I muſt withall never 

neglect, remains in the mean time without 

x) Action, grows heavy ahd ſtupid. I know no 

+ exceſs more prejudicial to me, nor more to be 


"3 


- avoided in this my declining Age. Theſe are 
my three beloved, and particular Occupati- 
ons; I ſpeak not of thoſe I owe to the World 
by Civil Obligation, 
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Of Diverſion. 
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Was once employ'd. to conſolate a. Lady What Wo- 


truly afflicted 5 moſt of their Mournings 
are put on, and for outward Ceremony, 


Uberibus ſemper Lacrynis, ſemperque paratis, 
In ſtatione ſua, atque expetFantibus illam 
Quo jubeat manare mods. 


They always have a damm for preſent uſe, 
Ready, and waiting when they draw the $luce, 
On leaſt pretences of Joys, Griefs, or Fears, 
To ſally out in falſe diflembling Tears. 


A man goes the wrong way to work, when 
he oppoſes this Paſſion 3 for Oppotition does 
but irritate and make them more obſtinate 1n 
Sorrow, and the eyil is exaſperated by being 
contended with.. Weſeein common Diſcourſe, 
that what I have negligently let fall from me, 
if a man takes. hold of it, fo as to controvert 
what I have ſaid, I juſtifie it with the beſt 
Arguments I have 3 and much more a thing 
wherein I had a real Intereſt. And beſides, in 
ſo doing, you enter rudely upon your Ope- 
ration 3 whereas the firſt addreſles of a Phy/i- 
cian to his Patient ſhould be gracious, gay, 
and pleaſing. Never did any 1ll-look d, mo- 


roſe Phyſiciax do any = to Free: "2 
Ic 4 t 
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mens 
mournings 
commonly 
are, 


Fuven, 
Sat. 6: 


72 
How Con? the contrary, then a Man ſhould at the firſt 


ſolarion 
ought to 
be pra- 
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approaches favour rheir Griet; and expreſs 
ſome Approbation of their Sorrow : By this 
intelligence you obtain Credit to proceed 
farther, and after a facile and inſen{ible man- 
ner fall into Diſcourſes more ſojid and proper 
for their Cure. I, whoſe aim it was principal- 
ly to gull the Aſſiſtants who: had their Eyes 
fixd upon me, defign'd only to palliate the 
Diſeaſe. And 1ndeed I have found by Experi- 
ence, that f have an unluckey hand 1n perſua- 
ding. My Arguments are either too ſharp, or 
too flat, and rather preſs roo roughly, or not 


home enougn. After I had ſome time apply'd 


my ſelf ro her. Grief, I-did not attempt to cure! 


her by ſtrong and lively Reaſons, either be-: 


cauſe I wanted them, or becauſe I thought to 
do my bulineſs better another way 3 neither 
did I infilt upon a choice of any of thoſe me- 


thods of Conſolation which Philoſophy pre-' 


ſcribes 5 That what we complain of is no evil, 


according to Cleantbes; that it is a light evil, 


according to the Perijpateticks > that to be- 
moan ones ſelf is an ation neither commenda- 
ble zor juſt, according to Chry/ippus 3 Nor this 
of Epicurus, more ſuitable to my way, of /hift- 
7g the thoughts from affliting things to thoſe 
that are pleaſing 5 nor making a bundle of all 


theſe together, to make uſe of upon occaſion, 
according to Cicero 3 but gently bending my: 


Diſcourſe, and by little and little digreffiog, 
' ſometimes to Tubje&s nearer, and ſometimes 


more remote from the purpoſe 3 ſhe.was more. 
F intent 


Seigneur de Montaigne's.Efſcy5. Book III; 


Chap. 4; Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


of her Sorrow. and kept her calm and in'good 
Humour. whilſt I continued there. I herein 


made uſe of diverſion. They who ſucceeded + 


me in the ſame ſervice, did not for all that find 
any amendment in her, for I had not gone to 
the root. 1 peradventure may elſewhere have 
glaunc'd upon ſome ſort of publick diverſions. 
And the pradtice of Military ones, which Per:- 
cles made uſe of in the Peloponneſian War, with 
a thouſand others 1n..other places to withdraw 
the adverſe Forces from their own Countreys, 


3s too frequent in Hiſtory, It was an ingenious x 276% -: 


evaſion whereby the Sieur dHimbercourt favd 
both himſelf and others in the City of Liege, 
into which the Duke of Burgundy, who kept 
it beſiegd had made him enter, to execute the 
Articles of their promis'd Surrender. Theſe 
People being aſlembled by Night to conſider 
of it, begun to mutiny againſt rhe paſt Agree- 
ment, and to that degree, that ſeveral of them 
rclolv'd to fall upon the Committioners who 
had labour'd in it, and whom they had in their 
power. He feeling the guſts of this firſt ſtorm 
of theſe People, who were coming to ruſh into 
his Lodgings, ſuddenly ſent out ro them two 
of the Inhabitants of the City ( of which he 
had ſome with him) with new and milder 
terms, to be propos'd in their Counte], which 
he bad ſuddenly contriv'd at need. Thefe two 
diverted the firſt tempeſt, carrying back the 
enrag'd Rabble to the Town-Hal, to hear and 
conſider of what they had to ſay. The delt- 


DEration 


intent to what I faid, . Linſenſibly depriv'd her- 
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 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book m.- | 
beration was ſhort 3 a ſecond ſtorm aroſe as 


— 


fall of animoſity as the other; where he 
diſpatch'd four new Mediators of the Time 
- quality to meet them, proteſting that they had 
now better Conditions to preſent them with, 
and ſuch as would give them abſolute fatisfa- 
ion 3 by which means the Tumult was once 
more appeasd, and the People again turn'd 
back to the Gonclave. In fine, by thus order- 
ing theſe amuſements one after another, diver- 
ting their Fury, and diffipating it 1n frivolous 
Conſultations, he laid. it at lafk aſleep till the 
. day appear'd, which was his principal end. 
This other ſtory that follows is alſo of the fame 
. predicament. Atalanta, a Virgin of excelling 
Beauty, and of wonderful diſpoſition of Bo- 
dy, to diſengage her ſelf from the crowd of a 
thouſand Suitors who ſought her in marriage, 
made this Propoſition, that ſhe would accept 
of him for her Huſband who ſhould equal her 
in Running, upon condition that they who 
fail'd ſhould loſe their Lives 3 there were 
enough who thought the Prize. very well 
worth the hazard, and who ſuffered the pe- 
nalty of the bloody Contraft. Hippomeres, be- 
ing to make tryal after the reſt, makes his ad- 
dreſs to the Goddefs of Love, imploring her 
aſſiſtance, who granting .his requeſt, gave him 
three golden Apples, and inſtrufted him how 
to aſe them. The ground they run upon be- 
. Ing an even Plane, as Hippomenes perceiv'd his 
Miſtreſs to preſs hard up to him, he, as it were 
by chance, let fall one of theſe Apples 3 the 

| Maid, 


2 ” Chap.'\4. Seignenr de Montaignes Eſſays. 
| Maid, taken with the beauty of it, fail'd not 


to ſtep out of her way to take it up : 


Obſtupuit virgo, nitidique eupidine pomi 
Declinat curſus, aurumgque volubile tollit. 


The nimble Virgin, dazzel'd to behold 
The glittering Apple tumbling o're the mold, 
Stop her career to ſeize the rowling Gold. 


He did the ſame, when he ſaw his time, by the 
ſecond and the third, till by fo diverting her, 
and making her loſe ſo much ground, he won 


the Courſe. When Phyſicians cannot ſtop a |<<, v-&) I 


Catarrh, they divert, and turn it into ſome other | 
leſs dangerous part. And I find alſo that isthe 


moſt ordinary praGice for the diſeaſes of the 


Mind. Abducendus etiam nonnunquanm 4nimns Cicero, 
ef ad alia ſtudia, ſollicitudines, curas, negotia « 79k 5: 


ci denique mutatione.tanquan egroti non con-' 
waleſcentes, ſepe curandus eſt. The mind is ſome- 
times to be diverted to other Studies, Thoughts, 
Cares, and Buſineſs : and laſily, by change of 
place, as ſich, Perſons that do not recover are or- 


der d change of Air. "Tis to little effe& direq- | =) 


ly tojuſtle a man's Infirmities; we neither make 
him ſuſtain, nor. repell the attack ; we only 
make him decline and evade it. This other 
lefloa is too high and too difhcult. 'Tis for 
men of the firſt Form of knowledge purely to 
inſiſt upon the thing, to conſider and judge of 
it. It appertains to one ſole Socrates only, to 


entertain Death with an indifferent Counte- 


76 Seigneur de Montaiprie's. Eſſays. Book III; 
nance, to grow acquainted 'with it, and to ' 
ſport with it 3 he ſeeks no confolation out of 
the thing it ſelf 3 dying appears to him a na- 
tural and indifferent accident, 'tis there thathe 

fixes his fight and reſolution, without looking 
7<29: x elſewhere. The Diſciples of Hegeſcas, that pine 
x) themſelves to: death, animated thereunto by 
his fine Le&ures, which were ſo frequent, that 

King Ptolomy orderd he Thould be rbadden 

to entertain his followers with ſuch homicide 
Dodtrines: thoſe People do not confider death 

it ſelf, neithtr do they judge of 1t 3 1t 15 not 

there that they fix their Thoughts, they run 
towards, and aim at a new Being. The poor 

L) wretches that we ſee bronght upon the Scaf- 
fold, full of ardent devotion, and therein, as 
muchas in them lies, employing all their Sen- 
ſes, their Ears in hearing the inſtructions are 
given them, their Eyes and Hands lifted up 
towards Heaven, their Voices in loud Pray- 
ers, with a vehement and continual emotion, 
are doubtleſs things very commendable and 
proper for ſuch a neceſſity. We ought to com- 
mend them for their Devotion, but not pro- 

, perly for their conſtancy. They ſhun the 'en- 
counter, they divert their thoughts from the 
conſideration of death, as Children are amus'd 
with fome Toy or other, when the Chirurgi- 
on 1s going to give them a prick with his Lan- 
cet. I have ſeen ſome, who caſting ſometimes 
their eyes upon the dreadful Inſtruments of 
death round about, have fainted, and furiouſly 
turn'd their thoughts another way. Such as 

arc 
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4 Chap. $ .& eigneny de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
are to paſs a formidable Precipice, are advis'd 
either to ſhut their eyesor to look another way, 


Subrins Flavigs, being by Nero's command to « =) xd 99.: || : 


be put {0 death, and by the hand of Niger, 
both of '\them great Captains; when they led 
him to the place appointed for his Execution, 
ſeeing the hole that Niger had causd to behol- 
low'd to put him into JI-favonr'dly contrivd: 
Neither 3s this, ſaid he, turning to the Souldi- 
ers who guarded him, according to Military 


Diſcipline. And to Niger, who exhorted him 


to keep his head firm; do but thou ſtrike as 
firmly, ſaid he; And he very well fore-ſaw 
what would follow, when he ſaid fo 3 for Nz- 
ger's arm ſo trembled, that he had ſeveral blows 
at his head before he could cut it off. This 


——————— 


think of death, he feels, nor confiders it not ; 
the ardour of the Fight diverts his thoughts 


another way. An honeſt Man of my acquain- - 


tance, falling as he was fighting a Duel at fin- 
ole Rapter, and feeling himſelf nail'd to the 
earth by nine or tet thruſts of his Enemy, 
every one preſent call'd-to him to think of his 
Conſcience 3; but he has ſince told me, that 
though he very well heard what they faid, it 
nothing mov'd him, and that he never thought 
of any thing but how to diſengage and re- 
venge himſelf. He afterwards kill'd his Man in 
that very Duel. He who brought L. Sy/anws 
the ſentence of Death, did him a very you 

ind- 


77. 


20c90%) 


ERS IS  -W=N RY”, - F 3 © IO 6 S I Y 7 
RI ISHII <3. * : 
5 ERS W 0+ 

A 

- 


28 Seignenr Me Montaigne's Efays. Book. IIT. -F 


kindneſs, in that having receiv'd bis anſwer, 
that he was well prepar'd to dye, but not by baſe 


. hands, he xun upon him with his Souldiers to. 
force him ; and as he, naked as he was, obſti- 


nately defended himſelf with his fiſts and feet, 


he made him loſe his Life in the diſpate 3 by. 


that means diflipating and diverting in a ſyd- 
den and furious Rage the painful apprehenſion 
q of the lingring Death to which he was de- 
E |. , fign'd. We alwaysthink of ſomething elſe; ei- 
| (139%) ther the hope of a better Life comforts and 

| ſapports us, or. the hope of our Childrens Va- 
lour, or the. future glory of our Name, or the 
| caving bcbind the evils of this Life, or _the 
| Vengeance. that threatens thoſe who are the 
- | cauſers of our death, adminiſters Conſolation 
— to Us. ' ; 


FEneid. Spero equidew medizs, ſi quid pia nunting poſſunt, 
"od Supplicia hauſurnum ſcopulis & nomine Dido 
' Spe vocaturum. | 
Audiam; & bac manes veniet mihi fama ſubimos. 


Mr. 0zilly, Sure if the Gods have any power at all, 
Split on a' Rack, thou ſhalt on Dido call. 
————rthy Fortunes I ſhall know 
By Fame convey'd me to the ſhades below. 


Xenophon was ſacrificing with a Crown up- 

on his Head, when one came to bring him 

The yali- News of the Death of his Son Gry/lws, {hin in 
arr Dea? the Battel of Mantinea. At the firſt ſurprize 
" of the News, he threw his Crown to the 


Ground 3 
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' Chap-4- Seigneyr de-Montaigne's Eſſays. 79 ; 
Ground 3 but underſtanding by the ſequel of + 
| the Narrative, the manner of a moſt brave and 
valiant Death, he took it up, and replac'd it 
upon/his Head. Epicurws bimſelf, at his Death, 
conſolates himſelf upon the Utility and Eter- - 
nity of his Writings. Ones clari, & nobili- Cicers. 
tati Labores, fiunt tolerabiles. All Labours that 53 
are illuſtrious. and renown'd, are ſupportable. 
'And the ſame Wound,the ſame Fatigue.is not, 
ſays Xenophor, ſo intolerable to a General of 
an Army, as to a common Souldier. Epamz. The __ 
nondas dyed much more cheerful, having been _ oor 
inform'd that the Victory remaind to him. nnd. 
Hec ſunt ſolatia, hec fomenta ſummorum Dolo- Cicero. 
rum. Theſe are lenitives, and fomentations to + * 4 
the greateſt Pains. And ſuch other Circum- 
ſtances amuſe, divert, and turn our thoughts 
from the conſideration of the thing in it ſelf. 
Even the Arguments of Philoſophy are always 
diverting, and putting þy the Matter, ſo as 
ſcarce to rub upon the Sore. The greateſt 2p 1 <29; 
man of the firſt Philoſophical School, and Su- 


perintendent over all the reſt, the great Zero, 


againſt Death forms this Syllogiſm: No Evil 
3s honourable 5 but Death is ir There- 
fore Death is no Evil. Againſt Drunkenneſs ap D3: 
this; No one commits his Secrets to a Drun- 
ard ; but every one commits his Secrets to a 
wiſe Man: therefore a wiſe man is no Drunkard. + 
Is this to hit the white? I love to ſee, that 
theſe great and leading Souls cannot rid them- 
ſelves of our Company. As perfe& men as 


they would be, they are yet but ſimple men, 
k ; Revenge 
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| 80 Seigneur de Montaigne's:Efſayr. Book Ill. - 

& <4 Revenge is a ſweet Paſſion,” of greatand 'natu- 
ral impreſſion. 3 I diſcern it well enough, 
though I have no manner” of-Expetience of it. 

ape) From which, not long ago, to divert a young 

| Prince; 1 did not tell him that he muſt,to:him 
who had {trick him upon the one Check, turn 
'*  __ the other, upon the account of Charity ; not 
#0 about to - repreſent to**him the tragical 
Events that Poetry attributes fo this Paſhon ; 
1 did not-touch upon thatiſtring 5 but madeit 

my Buſineſs ro- make him reliſh the -Beauty: « 


7. of 
a contrary Image: and by repreſenting to- 


im 
what Honour, Eſteem, and good Will he would 

" acquire by Clemency and good Nature, di- 

N\ verted hin} to Ambition. Thus a man 1s to deal 
1.CF<) in fſuch Cafes. If your Paſſion of Love be too 
%-) violent, diſperſe it, ſay they. and they fay true; 
for I have oft try'd it with Advantage ::break 

It into ſeveral Deſires, of which let one'be 

regent if you will over the reſt 3 but, left it 

{ſhould tyrannize and domineer over you, wea- 

, ken and protra@, in dividing and diverting it; 


Perhus. "RO : 
4649" Cum moroſa vago ſingultiet ingine veng. 


Licrer. 1.4. Conjicito humorem colleTun in Corpora' queque. 
and look to't in time, leſt jt proves too trou- 
bleſome to deal with, when it has once ſeiz'd 
you. | i 

S7 non prima nous conturbes vulvera plagis, 
Volgivagaque vagus venere ante recentia curese 


Unleſs, 


. Tacret.l.q- 
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Unleſs you fancy every gne you! view, - Mr. Creech. 
RL LL fn TT ore” 
Revel in Love, and cure,old. Wounds by new. | r 


'F was once wounded with a vehement Dif” b | 
pleaſure, 'and withal, more juſt than vehementz |'F 
F might peradventure have loft my ſelf infiraf | 
I had merely rraſted ro my- own Strength. Ha- 
ving need of a -powerful Diverfion'to: diſen- . 
gage me, by amorous Art arid'Study, whereirt 
I was affiſted by my Youth, I formd one: ont: 

Love telievd and reſcu'd -me'from the evil 
wherein Friendfhip bad engag'd me. *Tis in 

every thing elſe the ſame a violent Imagina- 

tion hath 'ſeiz'd 'me, I find it a nearer way to 
change; than to fubdue it: I depute, if not one 
contrary, yet another at leaſt in its place. Va- x dy, p- 
riation does always relieve, diflolve, and dif- 

fipate 5 1f T am not able to contend with it,'F 

de from it; and in avoiding it flip out'of 

the way, and make 'my doubles : ſhifting of 

Place, Buſineſs, and Company, I ſecure my ſelf 

1m the crowd of other Thoughts and Fancies, 

where it loſes my trace, and I eſcape. Aﬀeer 1) 
the fame manner does Natyre proceed, by the *©- 
benefit of 'Inconſtancy 3; for the time ſhe has Time the 
given us for the Tovereign Phyfician of our Pivician, 
Paſftions, does:chiefly work by that, that ſup-. —_ 
plying: our - tmaginations with other, and new 

Afﬀairs, it un-nerves, and diſſolves the firſt 
apprehenfion, how ſtrong ſoever: A- wiſe tart + 

fees his Friend little lefs dying at-the end of 
five.and :twerity years, than'the firſt year;-and 
according ds 8 leſs at'al} 5 wy 
S- $3 ve l 
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neither to. the foreſight of the man, or the An- 
fiquity of the Evils themſclves. But ſo many 
other thoughts traverſe the firſt, that it lan- 
guiſhes and tires at laſt. Alcibiedes, to divert 


the Inclination of common Rumours, cut off 
the” Ears and Tail of his beaniful Dog, and 
turn'd him out into the publick place, to the 
end, that giving the People this occaſion to 

rate, they might let his other Alions alone. 
| have alſo ſeen, for this ſame end of diverting 


the Opinions and Conjectures of the People, 
and to op their Mouths, ſome Women con- 
ceal their real AfﬀeGions by thoſe that were 
only counterfeit, and put on to blind mens 
Eyes 3 but ſome of them withall, who in coun- 
terfetting have ſuffer'd themſe[ves to be caught 
indeed, and- who have quitted the true and 
original Aﬀecion, for the feign'd : and by 


them bave found. that they who find their 
Afﬀections well plac'd are Fools to conſent to 


. this diſguiſe, The favourable and publick re- 


fe 


ception being qnly reſerv'd for this pretended 
Servant, a man may conclude him a Fellow of 
very little addreſfs,and leſs Wit, if he does not 
in the end put himſelf into your place, and 
you into his 3 this is properly to cut out, and 
make up a Shooe for another to draw on. A 
hed thing will turn and divert us 3 becauſe 
a little thing holds us. We do fot; much 
conſider $ubje&s in groſs, and fingle in them- 
{clyes..3 but they. are little -and ſuperficial 
Circumſtances that wound-us, ''and -rbe out- 


* 


yr ward 
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Chap. 4: Seignewr de Montaigrie's Efoyr, = $3 
ward uſcleſs rinds that pill off thoſe Sub- 
zjeas. | | 
Folliculos ut nunc teretes eſtate, cicade | Lucret.l. 5; 
Linquunt. —— 


| . Such as the terous husks, or ſhells we find 
In Summer, Graſhoppers do leave behind. 


Even Plutarch himſelf laments his Daughter 
for the little apiſh tricks of her Infancy. The © 
remembrance of a Farewel, of the particular 
grace of an Attion, of a laſt recommendation 
afflicts us. The fight of Ceſar's Robe troubled 7) 
all Rome, which was more than his death had 
done. Even the ſound' of Names ringing in :») 
our ears, as, my poor Maſter, my faithful Friends, © 
Alas, zvy dear Father, or, my ſweet Daughter, | 
affiict us. When theſe Repetitions torment me, 4 < vf \v3) 
and that I examin 1t a little nearer, I find 'tis "> 
no other but a Grammaticel complaint ; Iam 
only wounded with the word and tone, asthe 
Exclamations of Preachers do very oft work 
more upon their Auditory than their Reaſons, 
and as the pitiful eyes of a Beaſt ki]l'd for Ser- 3 
vice, without my Weighing, or penetrating in 
the interiminto the true and real eſlence of my 
SabjeRt. : 

His ſe ſtineulis dolor ipſe laceſſit. Lucan. I. 25 


With theſe incitements grief it ſelf provokes. 


Theſcare the foundations of our mourning. | 
The obſtinacy of my Stone to all remedies, 
G 2 eſpecially 


thrown me into ſo long ſapprefſions of Urine 
i for three or fonr' days together, and fo near 
death, that it had been folly-to: have hopd to 


Fe Fg: delird, confidering;- the miſeries I endure in 
Criminals } thoſe: cract Fits: 'Oh that the good Emperovur, 
an & rd! who caus'd Criminals to be ty'd that they might 


their U- | dye for want of T1iſling, was a great Maſter 1n 


condition, I coofider'd by how many hight cau- 

- fes.and objects Imagination nouriſh'd in me the 
regret of Life 3 and of what Aroms the weight 

and difficulty of this diſlodging was compos'd 

in my Sou), and'to how many idle and frivo- 

Jous thoughts we give way 1n ſo great an Af- 

fair. A. Dog, a Horſe, a Book, a Glaſs, and 
what-'not? were confiderd m my loſs. To 
others, their ambitious hopes, their money, their 
knowledge, nor leſs fooliſh Conſiderations -1n 

W250, my.opmion than mine. I look upon Death 
"| earclefly, when I look upon it univerſally as 

the end: of Life. I inſaltt over it 1n groſs z but 
| IN Tetail it domineers over me. The Tears of 
a Foot-man, the diſpoſing of my Cloaths, the 
touch of a' friendly band, which 1s a common 
Conſolation, diſcourages and entenerates me. 
So do the Complaints in Tragedies mfect our 
Souls with Grief, and the Regrets of Didoand 
Ariadne, impaſſionate even thoſe who believe 

+, them not in Virgil and Catullus. 'Tisa fimptom 
J-> of arr:obſtinate and obdurate Nature, to be 
fenfible of no emotion z as "tis reported for a 
7 Miracle 


84 Sezgweur de: Montaigne's Eſſays. Book um. 
efpecially' thoſe m7 my Bladder; has ſometimes - 


— 


evade it, and it was much rather to have been. 


rin. | the. Hargwar's Science! Finding my ſelf in this . 


-- 
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Chap. 4. Seignnir de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Miracle of Polemox 5 who not '{o much as 'f- 
'ter'd his Countenance at the biting of a mad- 


Dog, who tore away the Cilf of his Leg. And |- 


.no_ Wiſdgm proceeds fo far, as to conceive fo 
lively and entire a cauſe of Sorrow by Judg- 
ment, that i does not ſuffer an increaſe -by 
preſence, where the Eyes'and Ears have'their 


ſhare 3 parts that are not to' be: moved bit by | 


vain accidents. Is it reaſon, that even the Arts 
themſelves ſhould -make an advantage of our 
natural brutality and weakneſs? An Orator, 
ſays Rhetorick, in the farce of his pleading, 
ſhall be mov'd with the 'ſound of his own 


Voice and feign'd Emotions, and ſuffer him- 


{elf to be impos'd upon by the paſſion he re- 
preſents; he will imprint-in himſelf a true and 
real Grief, by means of the part he plays, to 
tranſmit it to the Audience, who are yer leſs 
concern'd than he: asthey do, who are hird 
at Funerals to affift in the ceremony of Sor- 
row, who {ell their Tears and Mourning by 
weight and meaſure. For although' they a& 


in a borrow'd Form, nevertheleſs by habitua- 
ting themſelves,and ſettling their Countenances 


to the occaſion, 'ris moſt certain, they oft arg 
really afteted with a true and real Sorrow, 
I-was one, amoneſt ſeveral other of his Friends, 
who convey'd the Body of Mozſteur de Gram- 
mnt to Soifſons, from the ſiege of le Fere, 
Where he was {lain ; I obſerv'd that 1n all pla- 
ces we paſs d through, we met-with ſorrowful 
Countenances occalion'd by the meer ſolemn 
pomp of olir Convoy,for the Name'of the De- 
I: G 3 fan& 


86 Seigneur de Montaigne's Bfeys. Book Ilt. 


X) tillian reports,to have ſeen Comedians fo deep- 


fo at the ſame time make a regiſter of, and 
publiſh his imperfeCions 3 as if of themſelves 
t < to enter into ſome compenſation, and fo di- 
| vert themſelves from compaliion to diſdain ; 
7s 57) and yet with much better grace, than we, who 
/ when we loſe an old Acquaintance, (trive to 
give hin new and falſe praiſes, and to- make 

him quite another thing when we have loſt 

ſight of him, than he appear'd to us when we 

did ſee him : as if regret was an inſtructive 

thing, or that tears, by waſhing our Under- 

« ſtandings, clear'd them. For my part, I hence- 

forth renounce all favourable teſtimonies men 

would give of me, not becauſe I ſhall not be 

worthy of them, but becauſe I ſhall be dead. 
Whoever ſhall ask a man, what Intereſt have 

you m this Siege 2 the intereſt of Example, he 

will ſay, and of the common _— my 

rince : 


fan& was not there ſo much as known. — Sal 


xe Qualities he was maſter of; they al- ' 
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Prince : Lpretend to no profit by itz-and for 
glory, know bow ſmall a part can refle& up- 
on ſuch a private man as I : I have here nei. 
ther paſſion nor quarrel. And' yet you ſhall 
ſee him the next day quite another man, cha, 
fig, and red with fury, rang'd in Battel for 
the Aflault 5 'tis, the glittering of ſo much 
Stecl, the fire and noiſe of Qur Canon and 
Deums., that: have infusd this new: Rancour 


and. Fury: into his Veins. | A frivolous Cauſe 7 It: 


you will ſay, haw a Cauſe?. There needsnone 
to apitate the mind ; a meer whimſie without 
body and without ſubje& will rule and ſway 
it, Ler me_think of building Caſtles in Sper, 
my imagination: ſuggeits to me Conveniences 
and Pleaſures with which my Soul is really 


delighted and pleasd, How oft do we tor-x x) 


ment our. Mind with Anger or Sorrow by ſuch 
ſhadows, and engage our ſelves 1n fantaſtick 
Pailions that alter both the Soul and Bedy 2 
What aſtoniſh'd, fleering, and confus'd Grima- 
ces does this raving put our Faces into! What 
fallies and agitation both of Members and Voi- 
ces does it inſpire us with 2 Does it not ſeem 
. that this individual man has falſe Viſions from 
the crowd of others with whom he has to do, 
or, that he is poſlefs'd with ſome internal De- 
207 that perſecmtes him 2 Enquire of your 
ſelf, where is the obje& of this Matation ? Is 


there any thing but us in Nature, but ſabfiſt; 
ing nullity, over which it has power ? Camby- - 
fes, for having dreamt that his Brother ſhould 
be one day. King of Perſia, put him to death : 

| | G 4 a be- 
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x beloved: Brother;; and one:in whom he had 
stways: iconfided:'; Ariſtodemus, King of 'the 


enians,” kill'd himſelf ont ofa; fancy of ill 


Omen, from-F know not what howling: of: his 

Dogs! s * and Kin \Midas did -as wuch upon 
the .account: of.: ; 

Fe 3. dream'd. 'Tis:torprize Life its juſt value; to 

zbandon- it for: a: dreams 5andyct- here the 

goul triumphs over [the miſevies and weakne(s 

of:xhe Body,:and-: truly my that it:is exposd to 

all,offences. ant alterations,” it bas .reaſon ro 

| ow! after this IMNer'S | - #14. 


Prop. lib. 3. .* O prima nfelix fingenti Terra madbes 
Eleg-3: © * le parumcanti peffori egit opus. 
_ ' Corpora diſponens, mentens non-vidit in avle, 


ws Animi agony yy delyt _ via, 


Oh, 'twas or man a-moſt las "iy | 
'Wheri raſh Prometheus form'd himour of Clay! 
In his attempt thiambitious Architedt 

Did indiſcreetly the main thing neglect. 

In framing Bodies, he had not the Art 

To form the Mind, which 1s the chiefeſt part, 
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CHAP..V. C 


F Upon ſome Verſes of Virgil 


Þ how much profitable Thoughts are more 
full and-ſolid, by fo much are they alſo 
- more cumberſome and 0 heavy: . Vice, Death, 
| | Pover- 
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Chaps. Selpbearede Moniaigne's Effays. 'Bg 
Poverty, Diſeaſes; are grave* and” prievous 
Sabjefs; - A'rmian rial have his Soul inſtructed 

i the'means to faſtzin and"to 'cohrend with 
Evils, and in the rules of living and believing 
well; and often -rouſe it up; and exerciſe it 
in this noble ſtady:- Bur in aft ordinary Sou}, 

it mi{} be by intervals; and/with Moderation; | 
it will otherwiſe grow beſotted*if continual 
ly intent upon it. I found it neceſſary when 

I was young, to: put-my felf_in mind; and tg” © * 
ſollicit my elf to keep me to my Duty.; om 
ety atid Health do not, they ſay, ſo well agree 
with thoſe” grave- ahd ſerious Meditations: I 

am at preſent in another Condition. The In- 
. diſpoGtions of 'Age do but too: much put me 
11:mind, and- preach to me. Frorh the > exceſs Pc 
of ſpritelineſs; I anyfallen into that of Severi- 
ty 5 which is mach” more troubleſome. - And 
for' that reaſon, I now ſuffer my ſelf ori pur- 
mow a little to run into diſorder';- and ſome- 

mes buſtte my Mind in wanton and youthful 

Thonphts, wherewith it diverts it ſelf. I am 

of -late bat too -reſerv'd, too heavy, and too 
ripe; my Ape does every day read to me new 
Le&ures of Coldneſs and Temperance. This 
Body of mine avoids Diſorder, and dreads itz 

tis now my Body's turn-to guide my. Mind to- 
wards Reformation 3 it governs in turn, and 
'more rudely and imperioufly than the otherz 
1t lets me not an hour alone, {leeping nor wa- 
king : but is always preaching to me, Death, 
Parience, and Repentance. I now defend my 

{el from Temperance, as I have formerly _ 
rom 
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Sejgneur n ESIOT Efazs. Book INT, 
fram Pleaſure ;- it draws me too much; back, 
and even to Stupidity, Now I will be Maſter 
of my ſelf to om intents and purpoſes. Wiſdom 
has its exceſs, and has no1 5 need of Modera- 
tion than Folly. bonnken leſt I ſhould wi- 
ther, dry mp, and overcharge my ſelf with 


Prudence, in the interyals and truces of lafir 
mitics allow: me, 


Ve A 


"wy _ | Mens intenta fuis ne ſo ee wſque malis,, - 

4 _ 
| That my Mind may'nt eternally 'be bene | 

And fix'd u pon Subjecs of dilcontent.. 


From, the ſtormy and frowm | 
fore me 5 which, thanks be x be to God, 1 coplider 
without Fear, bur not without Meditation and 
Debate. And amuſe my ſelf in the rement- 
brance of my better years : | | 


29 534%" | Fa decline it, and turn away my. Eyes 


Perron, Ar- Animus quod verdidit, optat 
buer, , Atque in preterita ſe totus imagine vir ſat. 


The Mind what it has loſt, wiſhes to have, 
And on things paſt eternally does rave. | 


Let £t Infancy look forward, and Age backward; 
Is not this the Genification of Janxs hisdouble 
Face ? Let Years hale me along if they will, 
but it ſhall þe backward : As long as my Eyes 
can diſcern the pleaſant Seaſon expird, I ſhall 
now and then turn them that way. yo 


gue 


-F-ioah Ht 4 QB Hy oc »H = hn © my 


was 4 


pd , 


wb - ; 


, pafffO mk. © 


Chap. 5. Seignenr-de Montaigne's Eſſay, gl 
it eſcape from my Blood and Veins, I ſhall : 
not however root the laage of jt out of my 
Memory. | | | 


[ 
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Vivere bis, Vita poſſe Proore fut. Cf 
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'Tis to live twice to him who can obtain | XJ, 
Of thought tenjoy his former Life again... | | 


Plato ordaivs, that old men ſhould be pre- FELEE 

ſent at the Exerciſes, Dances, and Sports of 
oung People, that they may rejoyce in others, 7:.) 

for the Aﬀivity and Beauty of Body, which is - 
no more in themſclves 3 and call to mind the 
Grace and Comelineſs of that flouriſhing Age: 
And will, that in theſe Recreations, the Ho- 
nour of the prize ſhould be given to that young 
man who has moſt diverted the Company. I - 
was fortnerly wont to mark cloudy and gloo- 
my days, for extraordinary 3 thoſe are now | 
my ordinary ones, the extraordinary are the 
clear and bright, I am ready to leap out of 
my Skin for Joy, as for an unwonted favour, 
when nothing ails me. Let me tickle my ſelf 
preſently after, I cannot force a poor ſmile 
from this wretched Body of mine. I am only 
merry in conceit, by artifice to divert the me- 
lancholly of Age 3 but doubtleſs it requires 
another Remedymhan the Efficacy of a Dream. 
A weak conteſt of Art againſt Natwe. 'Tis q, 
great folly to lengthen and anticipate humane *% 


Incotveniencies, as every one doc$. I had ra- 
| ther 


ee ny 


fe  Sciprent 46 Montaigne's Bſoye. Book 11, | © 
ther be a leſs while old, than! to be old before _ 
T' im really fo. I ſeize on even 'the leaſt oc- P 
ccafions of Pleaſure I can meet ; I know very | © 
| well, by hear-fay, ſeveral forts of prudent Plea- 
ſures, that are'effefually fo,” and glorious to fi 
boot : but” Opinion has' not. power enough f 
,: Over me, to give me 'o Appetite to them. I 

25 92f| covet not fo much to have them magnanimous 
mapmifick, andToftyz as I do to have them 0 
Sen. Ep.99- ſweet, facile, and ready. A Natura diſcedimus, - 
2 Populo nos damn, nullins rei bono auftori., We 
depart from Nature, and give our ſelves to the 
People who underſtand nothing. My Toeolaphy 
X) |4s'in Aion,” in natural and preſent Practice, 
very little in Fancy. What 1f I have a Mind 


t6'play at Cob-»t, or to Whip a Top ? 


LOG 


oo yy = =w0ecv 


Emiuz. '.' Non ponebat enim Rumores ante Salutem. 
X) - ————— He was too wiſe 
-"'Wle Reports before his Health to prize. 


x) | +- Pleaſure 1s a Quality of very little Ambitt- 
— | on; itthinks ir falf rich enough of it ſelf, with- 
out any addition of Repute 3 and is beſt 
pleasd where moſt obſcure. A young man 
ſhonld be whipt, who pretends to a Palate in 
Wine and Sawces 3 there was nothing which 
at that Age I leſs valued or knew; now I be- 
gin to learn.” T am very mh aſham'd or't; 
but what ſhould 1 do? I am more aſham'd 
and vexd at the Occaſions that put me upon't.. f 

'Tis for us fo doat and trifle away: the'time,” 
oy, and | 


,c,6Q = . Www $$ 
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Ctiap.'5. Seigneur de Montdignie's Eſſays. 99 
and for Young-men'to ſtand:upon their-Re+ 
putarion, and the PunQilio's of Honour; they 
are going towards the World, and the Warlds 
: Opinion, we are retiring from-it...;$ib4 Ara, Cicers de 
ſibi Equos, fibi Haſtas, ſibi Clavam, fibi Pilam, ***\. - 
{ibi Nationes, &* Curſus habent ;  nobjs' ſeniba#, 
ex luſionibus multis, talos relinquant & teſſeras. 

Let them reſerve to themſelves,” Arms, Horſes, 
Spears, Clubs, Tennis, Swimming, and Races 3 

and. of their numerows Sports and Exerciſes, 

leave to 45 old Men the diverſion of Cards and 

Dice. The Laws themſelves ſend us home to 

our Lodgings. I can do no: leſs in favour of 

this wretched Condition, ito which my Age 

has- thrown me, than furniſh it with Toys to 

play withall, as they do Children, and we alſo 
become ſuch. Both Wiſdom and Folly will , cz © 
have enough to do to ſupport and relieve me : 
by alternate Offices 1n this Calamity of Age. 


Miſce fultitiant conſiliis brevern. 4 1.4; 


Short follies mix with Counfels wiſe. 


I accordingly avoid the lighteſt PunQures, 
and thoſe that formerly would not have rip- 
pled the Skin, do now pierce me through and 
through : My habit of Body is now ſo natu- 
rally declining to Evil : Iz: fragili corpore od;- 
oſa omnis offenſio eſt. To a decrepid Body all 
offence is hatefull. 

Menſque pati durni# ſuſtinet egra nihil, Ovid de 


_ Ponto. 


And a fick Mind nothing that's hard endures. 
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] [have ever been tender in matters of offence, it 
Y I am much moretender now, and open through- q 
our. ; . tc 
+ de Et minime vires frangere guaſſa uelent. It 

Pl | I BLEIRSI h; 
Andlittleforce will break what'scrack'd before, p 

| tf | 0 Zap Pt 
7 F:.1 My Judgment reſtrains me. from kicking (th 
Dt and murmuring at-the incanveniencies | . jt 
that Nature orders me to. endure, but it does th 

not take away my Feeling : I, who have no © 

other thing in my proſpeCt/but to live and be " 

merry, would run from one end of the World ol 


to the other vo ſeek out one good Year of E 
pleaſant and jocund Tranquility. A melancho- vw 
tick and dull Tranquility, 1s, I confeſs, enough H 
for me, but it benumns, ſtupifies, and beſats H 


me, I am not contented with it : If there be ar 
any Perſon, any knot of good Company in | Fi 
Countrey or City, in France, or elſewhere, M 
Reſident, or in Motion, who can like my Hu- Nt 
mour, and” whoſe Humonrs I can like, let if 
them but whiſtle, and I will run to furniſh th 


. . them with FEfazs of Fleſh and Bone. Seeing an 

£eo.< | it is the priviledgo of the Mind to reſcue it Ei 

_ 2 | ſelf from old Age. 1 adviſe mine to it with all 

X) | the power ThaveJet it in the interim contim 4 
reen, and flouriſh if it-can like Miftletoe u 

On 2 dead Tree : But [ fear 'tis a Traytor, it 

has contracted ſo ſtrift a Fraternity with the 

Body, that it leaves me at every turn to follow 

that in its need. I wheedle and deal with it Ar 

apart m-vain 5 I try to much-purpoſe to wean Vit 

It 


Chaps. Sejyneur de Montaigne's 'Efſayy, 98+ 
it from this Correſpondence; to much effe& 
quote to it Sexeca and Catrllus, and repreſent 
to it beautiful Ladies, and Royal Maſques 3 if 
its Companion have the Stone, it ſeems to 
have it too. Even the Faculties that are moſt 
peculiarly and properly its own, cannot then 
perform their Functions, but manifeſtly appeat 
ſtupified and aſleeps there is no ſpritelineſs in 
. its Productions, if there be not at the ſame 
time an equal Proportion 1n- the Body too. 


Our Maſtcrs are too blame, that in ſearching x & <<0.3 
out the cauſcs of the extraordinary emotions % 
of the Soul, befides attributing it to a Divine 

Exta(ſie, Love, Martial Fierceneſs, Poefie, and 

Wine, they have not alſo attributed a part to 
Health. A boyling, vigorous, full, and 1az 

Health, ſuch as formerly the verdure of Youth 


and ſecunity by fits ſupply'd me withall ; that ») 
Fire of Spritelineſs and Gayety darts into the 


Mind flaſhes that are lively and bright beyond 
our natural Light, and with the moſt working, 
if not the moſt deſparate Exthuſiaſars : It is - 
then no wonder if a contrary Eſtate ſtupifie 
_ clog my Spirit, and produce a contrary 
Efted. 


Ad nullum conſurgit opus cum corpore languet. Corn. 
Gallus. 
For when the Body languiſhing doth lye, 
I to no Office can my elf apply. 


And yet would have me oblig'd to it, for gi- 
ving much leſs conſent to this Stupidity _ 
other 
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*s Y 
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Hes Ep13: , Dun licet obdiida ſoluatur fronte ſenedus : 


gc Themes Whilſt Strength is freſh, and us it well becoins, 
Harken. Ler's old Age baniſh which the Brow benums. 
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Tetrica ſunt amtenanda jocularibui. Soure things 
are to be ſweetned with 'thoſe that are pleaſant. 
I love a gay and civil Wiſdom, and fly from 
all fommet and actienttpas Modadrs, all grum- 
neſs of FaQion being, ſaſpeted to me. F am 
yery much of Plato's Opinion; who ſays, That 
facile or difficile Humours are a great.Preju- 

ice to the good or ill Diſpoſition of the Mind. 

ocrates had a conſtant Countenance, but with- 
all, ſerene, and ſmiling 3 not fourely conſtant, 
like the eJder Craſſus, that never any one ſaw 
Laugh. Virtue is a pleaſant and gay Quahi- 
ty. I. know very well that few will quarrel 
with -the liberty of my Writings, who have 
not more to quarrel: with in the Licence of 
their own Thoughts : I conform my ſelf well 
enough to their Inclinations, but I offend their 
Eyes. Tis a pretty Humour to ſtrain the Wri- 
tings of Plato, to wreſt his pretended Negoti- 
ation' with Phedo, Dion, Stella, and Archea- 
14aſſa. Non pudeat dicere,quod non pudeat ſentire. 
Let us not be aſham'd to ſpeak,, what we are not 
afham'd to think, T hate a froward and penlive 
Spirit, that ſlips over all the Pleaſures of Ei, 

=y and 


Seigheitr de Montaignes Bfajr.. Book: Bt: | 


otheg,men:of wy Age. ordinarily. do. Let us.at' 
leaſt whilſt we have Truce, drive away incom- 
modities and difficulties from'out Commerce. / 
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and ſeizes and feeds 


ody, but fix and 


foul and baſe not to 


of doing 1ll is in 

and reſtrain'd by the 
Whoever will oblige 
oblige bimſelf to do 


forc'd to conceal. I 
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upon Misfortunes ; like 


Flies, that cannot ſtick to a ſleck and poliſhd 


repoſe themſelves upon 


craggy and rough Placesz and like Cupping- 
glailes, that only ſuck and attra& the worſt 


Blood. As to the reſt, I have enjoyn'd my ſelf 
to dare to fay all that I dare to do, and 
even thoughts that are not to be publiſh'd diſ- 
pleaſe me 3 the worſt of my Actions and Qua- 
lities do not appear to me ſo foul, as I find it 


dare to own them. Eve- 


ry one 1s wary and diſcreet in @onfeſſion, but 
' men ought to be ſo in Action. The boldneſs 


ſome ſort recompenc'd 
boldneſs of confefſing it. 
himſelf to tell all, ſhould 
nothing that he muſt be 
wiſh that this exceſſive 


Licenſe of mine may draw men to freedom, 
above theſe timorous and mincing pretended 
vertues ſprung from our imperfe&ions 3 and 
that at the expericce of my immoderation, I may 
reduce them to reaſon, A man mult ſee and 
ftudy his Vice to correct it ; they who con- 


themſelves ; and do 


to tell-bis dream. The 


ceal it from others, commonly canceal it from 


nor think they fin cloſe 


enough, if they themſelves ſee it. They with- 
draw and diſguiſe them from their own Con- 
ſciences. Rare vitia ſna nemo confitetur © Yuia $ene ca, 

etiam nunc.in illis eſt, ſomninm narrare vigilan» lt -53- 
tis eft. Why does no man confeſs his Vices & Be- 
cauſe he is yet in them 3 "tis for a waking man 


diſeaſes of the Body ex- 
H plain 
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Seger de Montaigne's Effeys. Book Il. 
plait themſelves in increaſing. We find that 
to be the Goxt., which we calld a Rhenuns or a 
Straiz, The diſeaſes of the Soul, the greater 
they 'are, keep themſelves the more obſcure 3 
and the moſt ſick are the leaſt ſenſible. There- 
fore it 1s, that with an unrelenting hand, they 
muſt often in the day be taken to task, open'd, 
and torn from the hollow of the heart. As m 
doing well, fo in doing il}, the meer confeſli- 
on is ſometimes ſatisfaction. Is there any de- 
formity in doing amiſs that can excuſe us 
from confeſſifſ out ſelves ? It is fo great a 
pain to me to diflemble, that I evade the truſt 
of anothers Secrets, wanting the heart to dif- 
avow my knowledge. I can conceal it, but de- 
hy it T cannot, without the greateſt trouble 
and violence to my ſelf imaginable. To be ve- 
ry ſecret, a man mult be ſo by nature, not by 
obligation, *Tis little worth in the ſervice of 
a Prince to be ſecret, if a man be not a Lyar 
to boot. If ke who ask'd Thales the Mileſrar, 
whether. he ought ſolemnly to deny that he 
had committed uncleatineſs, had apply'd him- 
ſelf ro me, I ſhould have told him, that he 
ought'not to do it 3 for I look upon Lying 
as a 'worſe fault than the other. Thales advisd 
him quite contrary, bidding him-ſwear-to fe- 
cure the greater fault by the'leſs: neverthe- 
leſs this counſel was not ſo-much an eleftion 
as'a mnltiplication of Vice, 'Upon which, let 


us ſay this 'by the'bye, that we deal fincerely 


and well with'a man of Conſcience, when'we 


Chap. 5. Seigueur de Mentaigne's Eſſays. 
of the Vice 3 but when we ſhut him up. be- 
twixt two Vices, he is put to a hard choice: 
as Origen was,either to 1dolatrize, or to fuffer 
bimſelt to be carnally abus'd by a great Ethio- 
pian Slave was brought to him. He ſubmitted 
ro the firſt condition, and vitiouſly, ſays one. 


99 


And yet thoſe Women of our times are not to | vp L- 


be diflik'd, who, according to their errour, 
proteſt, they had rather burden their Conſci- 
ences with ten men than one Maſs. If it be 
. Indiſcretion ſo to publiſh their Errors, yet 
there is no great danger that it paſs into Ex- 
ample and Cuſtom. For Arifo ſaid, that the 
winds men moſt fear'd, were thoſe that laid 
them open 5 we maſt tuck up this ridiculous 
fag that hides our manners : they ſend their 
Conſfciences to the Stewes, and keep a ſtarch'd 
Countenance : Even Traytors and Aſſaſſens 
eſpouſe the Laws of Ceremony, and there 
fix their Duty 3 ſo that neither can Injaſtice 
complain of incivility, nor Malice of indu(- 
cretion. Tis pity bur an ill man fhould be 
a Fool to boot, and that Decency ſhould 
palliate his Vice. This rough-caſt only ap- 
pertains to a good and found Wall, that 
deſerves to be preſervd and whited. In fa- 


vour of the Hygonots, who condemn our Au- Auricular 


ricular and private Confeſſion, I confeſs my 
ſelf in publick, religiouſly and purely. St. Az- 


. guſtin, Origen, and Hippocrates, have publiſh'd - 
the Errors of their Opinions 3 and I moreover of 
- my Manners. I am greedy of making my felt 


known,and I care not to how many,provided it 
| H 2 . be 


Confeſlion, 


E | 
1 
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' ard, and that men commen 
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be truly 3 or to ſay better, I hunger for no- 
thing, but I mortally hate to be miſtaken by 
thoſe who come to learn my Name. He that 
does all things for Honour and Glory, what 
can hethink to gain by ſhewing himſelf to the 


World in a Vizor 3 and by concealing his 
true Being from the People? Commend a 
crooked Fellow for his Stature, he has reaſon 


— 


to take it for an affront: If you are a Cow- 
: you for your 


Valour, is it of you that they ſpeak ? They 


» take you for another. I ſhould like him as 


well, who glortfies himſelf in the Complements 
and Congees are made him, as if he were Maſter 
of the Company, when he is one of the moſt 


Po 1 {*, inferiour of the Train. Archelazs, King of Ma- 
'x) Ccedonia, walking along the Street, Tome body 


X) 


po 


threw Water on his Head ; which they who 
were with him, ſaid he ought to puniſh: I, but 
{aid he, whoever it was, he did not throw the 
Water upon me, but upon him who he took 
me to be. Socrates being told that People 
ſpoke 111 of him, Not at all, ſaid he, there is 


. nothing in me of what they ſay. For my part, 


if any one ſhould commend me for -a good 
Pilot, tor being very #2odeſt, or very chaſte, I 


- ſhould owe him no Thanks. And alſo, who- 


ever ſhould call me Traitor, Robber, or Drun- 
kard, | ſhould b& as little concern'd. They 
who do not rightly know themſelves, may 
feed themſclves with falſe Approbations 3 not 
I, who ſee my ſelf, and who' examine my ſelf 
even to my very Bowels, and who very well 
know 


Chap.'5. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
know what is my due. I am content to be leſs 
commended, provided I am better known. I 
may be reputed a wiſe man in ſuch a ſort of 
wiſdom as I take to be folly. I am vex'd that 
my Eſſays only ſerve the Ladies for a common 
moveable, a Book to lye in the Parlour Win- 


dow 3 this Chapter ſhall prefer me to the Clo- . 
ſet; I love to traftick with them a little in. 


private 3 publick converſation is without fa- 
vour, and without ſavour. In farewels, we 


above ordinary heat our Afﬀections towards - 
the things we take leave of. I take my laſt 


leave of the pleaſures of this World, thele are 
our laſt embraces. But to return to my Sub- 


and regular Diſcourſes? We boldly pronounce 


_ I O—O— 


tain, that the Words leaſt in uſe, moſt ſeldom 
writ, and belt kept in, are the beſt, and moſt 
generally known. No Age, no Manners are 
Ignorant of them, nay, more than the Word 


bread. They imprint themſelves in every one, * 


without being expreſs'd, without Voice, and 
ithout Figure. And the Sex that moſt pra- 
ices it, .1s bound to fay leaſt of it. Tis an 
att that we have plac'd in the Free-francheſe 
of Silence, from whence to take it is a Crime. 
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We arenottoaccuſe and judgeit; neither dare 
we reprehend it but by Periphrafis, and in Pi- 
cure. A great favour toa Crimina), to be ſo exe- 
crablte, that Juſtice thinks it unjuft to touch 
and ſee him 3 free, and ſafe by the benefit of the 
ſeverity of his Condemnation. Is it not here 
as 1t1 matter of Books, that fell better, and be- 

« comme more publick for being ſuppreſsd > For 

l fie , my part, will rake Ariſtotle at his word, who 


Baſhfulne ſays, that Baſhfulneſs is an Ornament ro Youth, 
—_ =, ta Reproach to old Age. Theſe Verſes are 


young  preach'd in the antient School, a School that I 
People. much more adhere to than the Modern 3 the 
| Virtnes of it appear to me to be greater, and 
the Vices leſs. | ET 
Pluterch. Cenx qui par trop fuyant Venus eſtrivent, 
2 Faillent autant que ceux qui trop la ſuivent. 


— —_—  ——— 


As they who in her Kites too frequent are. 


Wh los | They err as much Fes too much forbear, 


Lucret, Tu Dea, tu rerum naturam ſola gubernas, 
Nee fine te quicquam dias in luminis oras 
Exoritur, neque fit letum, nec amabile quicquam. 


Mr. Creech. Thou, Nature's powerful Ryler, without whom 
| Nothing that's lovely, nothing gay can come 


From darkſome Chaos deep, and ugly Womb. 


I know not who'could ſet Pallas arid the 
Muſes at variance with Yes, and niake ther 
cold towards Love 3. btit I fee io Deities ſo 
well met, or that are niore mdebted to one 


Chap. 5- Seignewr de Montaigne's E/ay, 
rous Jmaginations, will roþ them of the beſt 
Entertainment they have, and of the nobleſt 
matter of their Work : and who will make 


Love loſe the Communication and Service of 


Poeſee, will diſarm him of his beſt Arms. By a 


this means they charge the Ged of Familiarity 


and good Will, and the proteQing Goddeſles 


of Humanity and Juſtice, with the Vice of 
Ingratitude and Unthankfulneſs. -I have not 
been ſo long caſheer'd from the State and Ser- 
vice of this God, that my Memory 1s not ſtill 
perfect 1n his Force and Power. | 


——agnoſco veteris veſtigia flamme. 
Of my old flame ſome Foot-ſteps yet remain. 


There are yet ſome remains of heat and ema- 
tion after the Fever 3 


Nec mihz deficiat calor bic, byemantibas Annis. 


Of Youth though I am paſt the burning rage, 
I have ſome heat yet in my Winter Age. 


Wither'd and drooping as I am, I feel yet fome | %v9 < XN 


—O— — ——— — 


remains of that paſt ardour. 


Qual Tatto Aigeo per che Aquilone o Noto 
Ceſfx, che tutto prima il vuolſe, && ſeoſſe, 
Noz  accheta ci pero, ma' ſorthe'l moto, 
Ritien de Vonde anco agitate & grofſe. 


H 4 
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| Mr. Fair- Ag Higean Seas, when ſtorms be calm'd again, 
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_ That roul'd their tumbling Waves with trou- 
| blous blaſts, 
Do yet of Tempeſts paſsd, ſome ſhews retain, 
And here and there their ſwelling billows caſt. 


- But for what I underſtand of it, the force and 
K-% | power of this God are more lively and anima- 
ting in the Picture of Poeſie than 1n their own 

Eflence, | 


Tuven. + Et verſus digitos habet. 


It has, I know not what kind of air more amo- 
rons than Love it ſelf ; Venxs 1s not fo beauti- 
* ful, naked, alive, and panting, as ſhe 1s here 
in Virgil. 
* 4 
Virgil, Dixerat,&- niveis, hinc atque hinc Diva lacertis 
6 - . CunGantens amplexu molli fovet : Ille repente 
| Accepit folitam flammam, notuſque medullas 
Irtravit calor, & labefa&a per offa cncurrit. 
Non ſecus, atque olin tonitru cum rupta coruſco 
guea rima micans percurrit I1mine nimbos, 


& paulo poll. 


— - ea verba loquutus, 
Optatos dedit amplexus, placidumgque petivit 
Conjugis infuſus gremio per membra ſoporem. 
» 


vir. 0zi5y, The Goddeſs here round in her ſnowy arms 
In ſoft embraces him conſulting warms; F 
'p : Straight 
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Straight he takes fire,and through his marrow 

| came 
Accuſtom'd heat, which did his blood inflame: 
So from a fiery Breach erupted flies, ( Skies. 
Shining. with flame, bright Thunder from the - 


and a little after. 


= _— This having aid, 
After a ſweet Embrace he takes his reſt, 
Repoling on the beautcous Goddeſs Breaſt. 


All that I find fault with in conſidering it, is, 
that he has repreſented her a little too Palſ- 


fionate for a married Venus. In this diſcreet 130” 


kind .of coupling, the Appetite is not uſually 
ſo wanton, but more grave and dull. Love | +) 
hates that People ſhould hold offany but her- | - 
ſelf, and goes but faintly to work in Familia- 
rities derived from any other title, as Marri- 
age is. The Alliance and Dowry do therein 
{way by Reaſon as much or more than Grace 
and Beauty. Men do not marry for themſelves, 
though they deny it, they marry as much or 
more for their Poſterity and Family. The Cu- 
{tom and Intereſt of Marriage concerns our 
Race much more than us ; and therefore it 1s, 
that I like to have a Match carried on by a 
third hand, rather than a Man's own, and by 
another Man's liking than that of the Party 
himſelf 5 and how much is all this oppoſite to 
contracts of Love ? And alſo it is a kind of 
Inceſt to employ in this venerable and ſacred 
. Alliance, the heat. and extravagance of amo- 
| rous 
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raus Licence, as I think I bave ſaid elſewhere. 
A man, ſays Ariofto, muſt approach his Wite 
with Prudence and \ | 1n dealing 
too Taſciviouſly with her, the extream Plea- 
fare make her gxceed the bounds of Reaſon. 
What he ſays upon the account of Conſcience, 
Re Phyſicians fay upon the account of Health ; 


hat a Pleaſure exceſſively laſcivious, volup-- 


tuous, and frequent, makes the Seed too hot, 
and hinders Canception : Tis faid on the 
contrary, that to a languiſhing Congreſſion, as 
that naturally 1s, to ſupply it with a due and 


 frvuitfull Heat, a man muſt do it but feldom, 


and by notable Intermiſſions 3 


 VireGerg, Ruod rapiat fitiens venerem interiuſque recondat. 
| . 5; ; Fn | | 


3 . 
Gf 


I ſee no marriages. where the conjugal Intelli- 


gence ſooner fails, than thoſe that we contra& 
upon the account of Beauty and amorous De- 
fires; there ſhould be more ſolid and conſtant 
foundation, and they ſhould proceed with 
greater Circumſpetion ; this furious Ardour is 
worth nothing. They who think they honour 
marriage by joyning Love to it, do, methinks, 
like thoſe, who to favour Virtue, hold, that 
Nobility is nothing elſe but Virtue 5 they are 
indeed things that have ſome relation to one 
another, bur there is a great deal of difference; 
we ſhould not ſo mix their Names and Titles, 
'tis a wrong to them both, ſo to confound 


—,; | them. Nobility is a brave Quality, and with 


5 out uch as tis 
a Qua- 


good reaſon introduc 
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a Quahity — npon others, and may 
happen in a victous Perfon, 'tis tn eftimate in- 
finitely below Virtue: 'Tis a YVifrue, if it be 
one, that is artificial and apparent, depending 
upon Time and Fottune 3 variaus in form, ac- 
cording to the Countreys, Living, ahd Mortal 5 


withour Birth, as the River Nile 5 genealpgi-. * 


cal and common, drawn by Conſequence, and 
_ a very weak one. Knowledge,Strength, Bounty, 
| Beauty, Riches, and all other Qualies, fall in- 
to Communication and Commerce, but this is 
confurnmated in it ſelf, and of no wfe to the 
Service of others. There was propos d to one 
of our K3rgs the choice of two Concurrents, 
who both pretended to the ſattie Command, 
of which the one was a Gentleman, the other 


was not; he orderd, that withoitt reſpe& to - 


Quatity, they ſhould chuſe him who had the 
molt merit z but where the worth of the 
Competitors ſhould appear to' be intirely 
equal, they fhtoutd have refpett to. Birth : this 
was juſtly to give it its due rank. A Young- 
man unknown, coming to Antigone to make 
ſuit for his EXTHers COMMane, a valiant 2oatl, 
bur Tately dead : Friend, ſaid he, 7 ſuch pre- 
ferments oh thoſe, T have not ſo ach —_—_ to 
the Nobility of my Souldiers as their Prowefs - 
And indeed 1t oright not to go as it did with 
the Officers of the Kings of Sparta, Trumpeter, 
Fiddters, Cooks, the Children of whom always 
fiicceeded in their Places, how ignorant ſo- 
Ever, and were prefer'd before the moſt expe. 
tiniented in the Trade. They of Ca/licat make 


a ſort 
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a ſort of Nobles above humane. They are inter- 
dicted marriage, and all but warlike Employ- 
ments. They may have Corcubires their fill, 
and the Women as many Ryffiars, without be- 
Ing jealous of oneanother; bat 'tis a capital and 
irremiſſible Crime to couple with a Perſon of 
meager Condition than themſelves, and they 
think themſelves polluted, 1f they have but 
touch'd one in walking along; and ſuppoſing 
their Nobility to be marvellouſly injurd and 
Intereſted in it, kill ſuch as only approach a 
little too near them: inſomuch that the ignoble 
are oblig'd to cry as they go, like the jc Wn 
lers of Venice, at the turnings of Streets,for fear 
of juſtling, and the Nobles command them to 
ſtep aſide to what part they pleaſe : by which 
means the laſt avoid what they repute a per- 
petual Ignominy, and the other a certain Death, 
No time, no favour of the Prince, no Office, 
or Virtue, or Riches, can ever prevail to 
make a Plebean become noble. To which this 
Cuſtom 1s aſliſting, that marriages are interdi- 
Ged betwixt ſeveral Trades 3 neither 1s the 
Daughter of a Shoomaker permitred to marry 
with a. Carpenter; and the Parents are oblig'd 
to train up their Children preciſcly in their 
own Callings, and not put them to any other 
Trade 3 by which means. the diſtinQion and 
continuation of rheir Fortune is maintained. 


A good marriage, if it be really ſo, reje&s the 


Company and Conditions of Love, and tries 


to repreſent thoſe of Friendſhip. *Tis a ſweet 
Society of Life, full of Conſtancy, Truſt, and 
| an 
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an infinite number of uſefull and ſolid Offices | q 
and mutual Obligations 3 of which any Wo- 
man that has a right taſte h 


Optato quam junxit lumine tedg, 


Whoſe Hymeneal Torch ſhines bright, 
Kindled by a whisked light. 


would be loth to ſerve her Huſband in qua- 
lity of a Miſtris. If they be lodg'd in his affe- 
&ion as a Wite, ſhe is more honourably and ſe- 
curely plac'd. Wie be prevenca tobe jo how i X) 
with another, and worksall he can to obtain his * 
delire, let any one but then ask him, on which 
he had rather a Diſgrace ſhould fall, his Wife 1 
or his Miſtris, which of their misforunes would 
moſt afflict him, and to which of them he wiſh- 
es the moſt Grandeur 3 theſe Queſtions are | 1B 
out of diſpute in a ſound marriage : and that | ny 
ſo few are obſervd to be happy, is atoken of " 
its Price and Value. If well form'd, and right- 
ly taken, tis the beſt of all humane Societies. We . [ih 
cannot live without it, and yet we do nothing | "108J 
but decry it. It happens, as with Cages, the Ul; 
Birds without deſpair to get in, and thoſe ' i 
within deſpair of getting out. Socrates, being | ng 
ask'd whether it was more commodious to 
take a Wife, or not, Let a Mar take which 
courſe he will, {aid he, he will be ſure to repent. | 
'Tis a ContraCt to which the common Saying, [ 
Homo homini, aut Deus, aut Lupus, Man to Fraſm. 
Mar is either a God or a Wolf, may very _ —_ 
e 
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many Qualities to tbe exeCting 1. It is found 
now a days more convenient for innocent and 
Plebean Souls, where Delights, Curiofity, and 
Idlenefs do nat fo much Aiſturb It 3 bur extra- 
vagant Humours, ſuch as mine, that hate all 
ſorts of Obligation and Reſtraint, are not pro- 


per for it. 


Et mibs dulce ma gs reſoluto vivere collo. 


* | For Liberty to me is far more ſweet 


| Than all the Pleaſures of thie Nuptial Sheet. 


Might I have. had my own Wil}, I wonld 
nothave married Wiſdom her felt, 1t ſhe would 


[1] [hfo| 


have had me. Burt *tis to much purpoſe to 
evade it, the common cuſtom and uſance of 
Life will have it fo. The moſt of my Actions 


—— — 


ded to it, when worſe prepar'd, and more 
backward than I am at pretent, that I have 
tryed what it is. And as great a Libertine as 
I am taken to be, I have in truth more ſtriftly 


' obſervd the Laws of Marriage, than I either 
| pro- 


Seigneny de Mottaigne's EJojr. Book 19. | 
be apply'd. There muſt be a Concurrence of 


' Chap. 5. Sergniur de Montaigne's Eſays. = 
promis'd, or expected. 'Tis in vain to kick 
when a Man has once put on his Fetters. A 
man maſt prudently manage his Liberty 3 but 
having once ſubmitted to Obligation, he muſt 
confine himſelf within the Laws of common 


Duty, at leaſt, do. what he can towards it: | 


They who engage in this Contraf, with a De- 
ſign to carry themſelves in it with hatred and 
contempt, do an unjuſt and inconvenient things 
and the fine Rule that I hear paſs fromhand to 
hand amongſt the Women, as a ſacred Oracle, 


Sers ton: thary comme ton maiſtre, 
Et ten garde comme dun traitre. 


Serve thy Husband like a Waiter, 
But guard thy ſelf as from a Traitor, 


which is to ſay, comport thy ſelf towards hin 
with a deflembled inimical, and diſtruſtful Re- 
verence and Reſpe&, ( a ſtile of War and De- 
fiance )) is equally injurious and hard. I am 
too mild for ſuch rugged Deſigns. To fay 
the truth, I am not arriv'd to that PerfeCtion 
of cunning and gallantry of Wit, to confound 
Reaſon with Juſtice, and to-laugh atall Rule 
and Order that docs not pleaſe my Palate; be- 
"cauſe I hate Superſtition, I do not preſently 
Tan into the contrary extream of irreligion. 
Jfa man does not always perform his Duty, 
che ought at leaſt to love and acknowledge it, 
-tis Treachery to marry without eſpouſing. Let 
'ns proceed further. Our Poet repreſents a 

| Marriage 


| 
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Scigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book III. 
Marriage happy in good intelligence, wherein 
nevertheleſs there 1s not much-Loyalty. Does 
he mean, that it is not impoſſible but a Woman 
may give the reins to her own Paſſion, and 
yield to the importunities of Love, and yet 
reſerve ſome Duty toward Marriage, and that 
it may be hurt without being totally broken? 
Such a ſerving Man there may be, as may ride 
in his Maſters Saddle, whom neverthelcſs he 
does not hate. Beauty, Opportunity, and De- 
ſtiny, (for Deſtiny has alſo a hand in't) 


atum eſt in partibus illis 
nas ſinus abſcondit ; nam fi tibi Sidera ceſſent, 
Nil faciet longi menſura incognita Nervi. 


have debauch'd her to a Stranger ; though not 
ſo wholly peradventure, but that ſhe may 
have ſome remains of kindneſs for her Husband. 


They are two Deſigns, that have ſeveral paths 


leading to them, without being confounded 
with one another 3 and a Woman may yield to 
ſuch a Man as ſhe would by no means have 
married, not only for the Condition of his 
Fortune, but the diſlike of his Perſon. Few 
men have made a Wife of a Miſtreſs, that have 
not repented it. And even in the other 
World, what an unhappy Life does Jupiter 


lead with his, whom he had firſt enjoy 'd as a 


Miſtreſs ? *Tis, as the Proverb 1s, to ſhite iz: the 
Basket, and then to put it upon his Head. I have 
in my time ſcen Love ſhamefully and diſho- 


-neſtly curd in a good Family by Marriage, the 


Conti- 
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without any diſturbance. Iſocrates was wont 
to ſay,that the City of Athens pleas'd as Ladies 
0 that men court tor Love; every one lov'd 


to come thuther to take a turn, and paſs away 


his time 3 but no one lik'd it ſo well as to. 


eſpouſe it, that is, to inhabit there, and to make 
it his conſtant Reſidence. I have been vex'd 
to ſee Husbands hate their Wives only becauſe 
they do them wrong. We ſhould not however, 
methinks, love them the leſs for our Faults 3 
they ſhould, at leaſt upon the account of Re- 
pentanceand Compaſſion, be dearer tous. They 
are different ends, and yet in ſome ſort com- 
patible. Marriage has Utility, Juſtice, Honour, 
and Conſtancy for its ſhare ; a flat, but more 
univerſal Pleaſure: Love founds it ſelf wholly 
upon Pleaſure, and indeed has it more fall, 
lively and ſtinging 5 a Pleaſure inflam'd by 
difficulty 3 there muſt be in it. ſting and ar- 
dour : 'Tis no more Love, if without Darts 

| and Fire. The Bounty of Ladies is too pro- 
fuſe in marriage, and dulls the point of Afe- 
ion and Defire: To evade which inconve- 
nience, do but obſerve what pains Lycurgee 
and Plato take in their Laws. Women are not 
to blame at all, when they refuſe the Rules of 
Life that are introduc'd into the World; for- 
aſmuch as the Men made them without their 
Conſent. There is naturally Contention and 
Brawling betwixt them and us3 and the ſtrift- 
eſt Friendſhip we have rite them, is yet _ 
Wit 


_—_—_ 


* 143- 
Conſiderations are too much different. We, 
love at once twothings contrary in themſelves 


ERPTo 


fx 


mm) 


- with Tumult and Tempeſt. Fn the Opinion 
of our Author, we deal inconfiderately with 
them in this: . After we have diſcover'd, that 
they are without compariſon more able and 
ardent .in the Effets of Love than we, and 
that the old Prieſt has teſtified ſo much, who 
hid been one white a Man, and then a Woman : 


Ovid. Me- Venus huic erit utraque nota : 
Fam. lth, 3s 
<| Tireſias maſt decide 


mace The difference, who both Deligtits had try'd. 


LY {/7 ,afid moreover, that we have learrit from their 


j five and twenty bouts in one Night, changing 
i! her Man according to her need and liking: 

191 \ 

it p ; p_ -z (þ | ; fa,c:giel » 

j Fuvendt, — adbuc ardens rigide tentigine vnlue : 

il 64. 6. Et laſſata Viris, nondun ſatiata receſſt. 


[7 6p.) and that upon'thie difference which Bapned/m 
Catalognia, wherein;a Wife complaining of her 
fusbands too frequerit addreſſes'toher (not 
fo munch as'l conceive, that fie was'incommo- 
dated by it'( for T believe no Miracles 'out of 


Religion )agunfer thispretence to curtail and 


ty of 'Hiibatds- bver 


18 
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- Chap. 5; Stigntur de Montaigne's Eſazs. 
their Wives, and to ſhew that their Froward- 
neſs and Malignity go beyond the Nuptial Bed, 


FIS 


and ſpurn under foot even' the Graces and 


ſweets of Vers; ) the Husband, a man really 
bruciſh and unnatural, reply'd, that on faſting 
dayes he could: not ſubfiſt with Teſs than ten 
courſes. Whereupon came out that notable Sen- 
tence of the Queen of Arragon, by which, after 
mature deliberation of her Counſel, this good 
Queen, to give a Rule and Ego wall 
ſucceeding Ages of the moderation requir'd 
in a juſt Marriage, ſet down fix times a day as 
a Legitimate and Neceſlary ſtint 3 ſurrendring 
and quitting a great deal of the needs and de- 
fires of her Sex, that ſhe might, ſhe ſaid, eſta- 
bliſh an eafie, and conſequently, a permanent 


and immutable Method. Hereupon Do@ors © 
cry out, What the Devil maſt the female 


Appetite and Concupiſcence be, when their 
Reaſon, their Reformation and Virtue, is tax'd 


at ſuch a rate ? Conſidering the divers Judg- + 


ments of our Appetites 3 for Solor, Patron of 
the Law-Schools,taxes us but at three a' Month, 
that men may not fail in point of Conjugal 
frequentation. After having, I ſay, believ'd, 
and preach'd all this, we go and enjoyn them 
'Continency for their particular ſhare, and up- 


. om the extreameſt Penalties. There is no Pafſ- 7 


fion ſo hard to contend with as this, which 
:we will have them only to reſiſt ; not ſimply 
:as'a Vice only,but as an execrable Abominati- 


-on, worſe than'Irreligion, and a Parricide 3 
Whilſt we 'at the fame time go to't without | 
I 2 Offence 


Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſajs. Book 1If. 
Offence or Reproach : Even thoſe Women 
amongſt us who. have try'd to do it, have ſuf- 
ficiently confeſt what difficulty, or rather im- 
poſſibility, they have found by material Reme- 
dies,to ſubdye, weaken, and oppoſe the Body. 

GI. We,on the contrary, would have them Sound, 

y | Vigorous, 10 good Tiking, bi h fed,and Chaſte 
together, that is to ſay, both hot and cold 

&,;* |. for the Marriage, which we fay is to keep 

> (60 | them from burning, is but a ſmall Refreſhment 
to them, as we order the matter : For if they 
take one whoſe vigorous Age is hot and boy- 
ling, he will be proud that his Neighbours 
know it. | 


x16 


Mart.l.12. Sit tandem pudor, aut eamus in jus, 
ER 99: Multis Mentuls millibus redempta, 
Non eft hec tua, Baſſe, vendidiſti. 


Polemon the Philoſopher was juſtly by his 
Wife brought in queſtion for fowing 1n a bw 
ren Field the Seed that was due to one that 
was fruitful. If on the other fide, they take 
a decay d Fellow, they are in a worſe conditi- 
on in Marriage than either Maids or Widows. 
We think them well provided for, becauſe 
they have a man to lye withall, as the Rowarrs 
concluded Clodia Leta,a Veſtal Nun, violated, 


Fl" 


was afhrm'd he did no more but approach her : 
but on the contrary, we by that increaſe their 


<I-[*, Neceſſity, foraſmuchasthe touching and.Com- 
: : === 


that 


becauſe Caligula had approach'd her, though it- 
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pany of avy man whatever roules their defires, | 


Cha P- "Y Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


that in Solitude would be' more quiet. And | 


to the end, 'tis likely, that they might render 
their Chaſtity more meritorious by this Cir- 
cumſtance and Confideration 5 Boleſiaws, and 


Kinge his Wife, King and Queen of Poland, vow and 


117 


vow'd it by mutual conſent, being in Bed to- KP: 
gether, on their very Wedding day, and kept wedding 
their Vow m ſpite of all matrimonial Convent- day. 


encies and Delights. We train them up from 


their Infancy to the traffick of Love ; their 


Grace, Drefling, Knowledge, Language, and 
whole Inſtrucion tend that way : Their Go- 
verneſſes imprint nothing in them but the [des 
of Love, if for nothing elſe but by continual- 
ly repreſenting it to them, ro make them dif- 
guſt it. My Daughter, the only Child I have, 
1s now of an Age that forward young Women 
are allow d to be married at; the is of a flow, 
thin, and tender Complexion, and has accor- 
dingly been brought up by her Mother after a 
private and particular manner, fo that ſhe but 
now begins to be wean'd from her childifh 
Simplicity. She was one day reading before 
me 1n a French Book, where ſhe hapned to 


meet the ward * forteay, the name of a Tree » peecy. 
very well known; the Woman to whoſe Con- Tree. 


duct ſhe is committed, ſtopt her ſhort a little 
rudely, and made her skip over that dangerous 
ſtep 3 I let her alone, not to trouble their 
. Rules, for I never concern my ſelf in that fort 
_ of Government. The Feminine Policy has a 
myſterious proceeding, we mult leave it to 
them 3 but 1f I am not miſtaken,the Cy 
ie O 
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of twenty Lacquies could not in fix Months 
time-have ſo imprinted in her Fancy the mea- 
ning, uſage, and all the conſequence of the 
ſound. of theſe ſmutty Syllables, as this good 
old Woman did: by Reprimand /and Interdi- 
Aion. | bets | 
Horace, lib. Motus doceri gaudet Ionicos 
3. Ode 6. Natura virgo, & frangitur artubys 
up mnc, & inceſtos amores 
e tencro meditatur ungui. 


Sir Thomas I Be Maid for marriage ripe,much joys to learn 
Hawkins, Tonick Dances, and can well diſcern, | 
With Art ro feign, and quickly prove 
The Pleaſures of unlawful Love. 


Let them but give themſelves the rein a little, 
let them but enter into liberty of Diſcourſe, 
we are but Children to them in this Science : 
Hear them but repreſent our Purſuits and Dil- 
courſes, they will vexy well make you under- 
ſtand that we bring them nothing 'they have 
not known before, and digeſted without our 
help. Is it perhaps, as Plato ſays, that they have 
formerly been . debauchd young Fellows? I 
hapned one day to be in a Place whereIcould 
learn ſome of their Falk without ſuſpition 3 I 
am ſorry I cannot repeat it. - By'rlady,: ſaid I, 
'tis time for us to:go ſtudy the Phraſes of Amu- 
dais, Boccace, and Aretine, to be able to Dif- 
courſe with them-;: We employ our time to , 
much purpoſe: indeed, there 15 neither Word, 
| Example, :nor Step; they are-not more perfect 

30291108 
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Chap. 5: Seigyevr de Montaigne's Eſſays, 119 
inthan our Books; 'tisa Diſcipline that ſprings x gry: w" 
with their Blood, | "IR 


Et mmenterm zpſa Venus dedit. Fre;Gegs 
* Zo 


Venus her (elf has made them what they are. 


Vas we ION 


which theſe good Inſtrufers, Nature, Youth, 
and Health, are continually» inſpiring them 
with, they need not learn, they breed it 3 


Nec tantum niveo gaviſa eſt ulla columbo, Catulla, 
Compar, vel ſi quid dicitur improbig, 

Oſcula mordent; ſemper decerpere roſtro - 
Pnantum precipue wultivola eſt mulier. 


Not more delighted is the milk-white Dove p£ 
{ Or if therebe a thing more prone to Love) 'S , 


\ Still to be Billing with her mate, than is 
Woman, with every man ſhe meets to kiſs. 


So that if the natural Violence of their defire «8 © & 
were not a little reſtrain'd by Fear and Ho- 
\ nour, which were wiſely contriv'd for them, 
we ſhould be all ſham'd. All the motions in + 
the World tend to this Conjunction ; tis a mat- 
ter-infus'd throughout : 'tis a Center to which 
all things tend. We yer ſee the Edidts of the 
old and wiſe Rome, made for the ſervice of 
Love, and the Precepts of Socrates for the In- 


Ntrufion of Conrtezars. 
Nec non libel; Stoici, inter ſericos Know, 
+- Jacere pulvillos aryant, Ep. 8. 
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F 130 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. Book III, 


| And Stoical Books, for all their gravity, 
Amongſt filk Cuſhions love to lye. 


'+ | the divaricarions and motions in getting a 
Maidenhead. Of what ſenſe was the Philoſo- 
pher Strato's Book of carnal Conjun@ion ? 
And what did Theopbraſtus treat of 1n thoſe 
he intituled rhe one the Lover, and the other, 
of Love? Of what Ariſtipp#s in his of ancient 
Delights? What do the fo long and lively . 
Deſcriptions 10 Plato of the Loves of his time 
pretend ro ? And the Book call'd the Lover, 
of Demetrius Phalerus? And Clinias, that of get- 
ting Children, or of Weddings 3 and the other 
of the Maſter, or the Lover ? And that of 
Ariſto of amorous Exerciſts > What thoſe of 
Cleanthei, one of Love, the other of the art of 
Loving? The amorous Dialogues of Spherws ? 
and the Fable of Jupiter and Juno, of Chryſip- 
ps, impudent beyond all rolcration ? And 
his fifty ſo laſcivious Epiſtles ? I will let alone 
the Writings of the Philoſophers of the Epicu- 
rean SeF, protefrice of Voluptuouſneſs _ 

> V;* x Pleaſure. Fifty Deities were 1n time paſt aſ- 

with fhignd to this Office : and there has been 2 
' Nation found out, where, to afſwage the Luſt 

whores Of thoſe that came to their Devotion, they had 

keptin purpoſely Strumpets in their Temples for them 

—_— tolye withall 3 and it was an a@ of Ceremo- 

of thoſe... Ny to do that before they went to Prayers. 

who cane N;m2irum propter continentiam incontinehtia ne- 


heir : 
"ION. © | _ Ceſſaria 


05 Al Zeno, amongſt his Lews, did alſo regulate 


Chap. 5. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſa yr. Ont 
AC ©) 


ceſſaria eſt, incendium ignibus extinguitur. Doubt- 
le Incontinency is neceſſary for Continency's 
ake : « Conflagration is extinguiſh'd by fire. In 
the greateſt part of the World, that Member 
of our Body was deified. In the fame Pra- 
vince,ſome flead, off the Skin to offer and con- 
ſecrate a Piece, others offered and conſecrated 
their Seed. In another, rhe Young-men pub- 
lickly cut through betwixt. the Skin and the 
Fleſh of that part in ſeveral places, and thruſt 
pieces of Wood into the Overtures as long and 
thick as they would receive, and of thole pie- 
ces of Wood afterwards made a fire for an Of- 
fering to their Gods, and were reputed nei- 
ther Vigorous nor Chaſte, if by the force of 
that intolerable Pain they ſeem'd to be any 
thing diſmay'd. Elſewhere, the moſt Sacred 
Magiſtrate was reverenc'd and acknowledg'd 
by rhat Member : and in ſeveral Ceremonies 
the Pifture of it was carried in pomp tothe Ho- 
nour of ſeveral Divinities. The /Egyptian La- 
dies in their Bacchaxals cartied every one one 
. carvd of Wood about their Necks, exactly 
made. great and heavy as every one was able 
to bear, beſides one which the Statue of their 
God repreſented, which in greatneſs ſurpaſs'd 
all the reſt of his Body. The married Women 
near to the place where I live, make of their 
Kerchiefs the Figure of one upon their Fore- 
heads to glorifie themſclves in the 10joyment 


- 


they have of it 5 and coming to be Widows, 
they throw it behind, and cover it with their 
Head-cloths, 


Rome 


* 


3 


The moſt modeſt Matrons of « 
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Rome, thought it an Honour to offer Flowers 
and Garlands to the God Priapus. And they 


on made the Virgins, at the time of their Eſpoy- 


fals, fit upon his ſhameful Parts. And I know 
not whether I have not in my time ſeen ſome 
air of like Devotion. What 'was the meaning 
of that ridiculous thing our Fore-fathers wore 
before on their Breeches, and that 1s ſtill worn 
by the Swifſe 2 To what end do we make a 
ſhew of our Implements in Figure under our 


Gaskins, and often, which is worſe, above 


their natural ſize, by a kind of Impoſture 2? 
I have half a mind to believe that this ſort of 
Veſtment was invented in the better and more 
Conſcientious Ages, that the World might not 
be deceiv'd, and that every one ſhould give a 
publick account of his Dimenſions : The fim- 


ple Nations wear them fs and near about 


the real ſize. In thoſe days the Taylor tool 
meaſure,as the Shoomaker does now, of a Leg 


<7: x Or a Foot. That good Man, who, when I was 
+ young, gelt ſo-many noble and antick Statues 
his great C; 


| they might not corrupt 
the ſight, according to the advice of this other 
old good Man 3 Flagitii principium eft nudare 
znter cives corpora. *Tis the beginning of Wick- 
edneſs to ſhew their Nudities in publick, Iſhould 
have call'd to mind, that as in the Myſteries of 
the Goddeſſes all Maſculine apparence was ex- 
cluded, that: he did no thing, if he did not 


. geld Horſes and Ailes,and finally all Naturetoo. 


Omne 


ib: 
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| Chap. $. Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſpys, 123 
7: 

que, 
Omne adia genus in | terris, bominumgue, ferarum- ! Vagil. 
Et gen 4quoren, pecudes ks Page polucres, an 4 
In faries ignemque ruunt. 


All men on Earth, and Beaſts both mild = Mr. 0gilly. 
Sea-Monſters, gaudy Foul,ruſh to this Name, | 
The ſame love works in all. 


The Gods, fays Plato, bars e given us one xv4cvy"- + | 
diſobedient and unruly Member, that like a fu- 
rious Animal, attempts by the Violenee of its 
Appetite, to ſubjet all things to it. And they 
have given Women one that has the ſame Qua- 1) 
lities,like a greedy and ravenous Animal, which 
if one refuſe to giye him Food in ſeaſon, grows 
wild, impatient of delay, and infuſi ing the 
rage into their Bodies, ſtops the paſſages, In 
hinders Reſpiration, cauſing a thouſand Incon- 
veniencies 3 till having imbib'd the Fruit of 
the common thirſt, he has plentifully beſprin- = 
kled and bedew'd the bottom of their Womb. - [1B 
Now my Legiſlator ſhould alſo have confi- * Tm 
der'd, that peradventure it were a.chaſter and « I<«x' [8 
more fruitful uſance to let them know the | þ || 
| ; 


quick betimes, than permit them to gueſs ac- 
cording to the liberty and heat of their own 
Fancy, 5 inſtead of real/parts, they ſubſtitute 
through hope and deſire, others that are three 
times more extravagant. And a certain Friend * 
of mine loſt himſelf by producing his in place 
not. yet fit to admit them to their more ſeri- 


ous uſe. What MiGheif do not thoſe FiQures x 070 077, 


* 


24 
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Seigneur de Montaigns's Eſeys. Book 1, | 


- .. ., of prodigious dimenſion do, that the Boys 
es i upon the Stair-caſes and Galleries of the 


Royal Houſes ? which give them a ſtrange 


, « contempt of our natural Furniture. And what 


do we know but that Plato, after other well 
inſtituted Republicks, order'd, that the Man 
and Woman, old and yourg, ſhould expoſe 
themſelves naked to the view of one another, 
in his Gy-waſtick, upon that very account ? 
The Indians, who ſee the men ſtark naked, 
have at leaſt cool'd the ſenſe of Secing. And 


'C-: xlet the Womer) of the Kingdom of Pegs ſay 


what they will, ( who below the waſte have 
nothing to cover them but a Cloth (lit before, 
and o ſtraight, that what decency and mode- 
ſty ſoever they pretend by it, at every ſtep all 
is to be ſeen) thar it is an Invention found 
out to allure the men to them, and to divert 
them from the Boys, to which that Nation is 
generally inclind 3 yet peradventure they 
loſe more by it than they get, and a man may 
venture to ſay, that an intire Apperite is more 
ſharp than one already glutted by the eyes. 


And alſo Livia was wont to ſay, that to a 


Virtuous Woman a naked Man was but a 


' Statue. The Lacedemonian Women, more Vir- 


gins when Wives, than our Daughters are ; 
ſaw every day the Young-men of their City 
ſtrip'd naked in their Exerciſes 3 little mind- 
ing themſelves to cover-their Thighs in walk- 
ing, believing themſelves, ſays Plato, ſufficient- 
ly coverd with their Virtue without anyother 
Robe. But thoſe of whom St. Arn: 
P ave 


: Chap. 5. Seigneur de Mofitaigne's Eſays. 
have given nudity a wonderful power of 
Temptation, that have made it a Doubt, whe- 
ther Women at the day of Judgment ſhall riſe 


again in their own Sex, and not 'rather in - 


ours, for fear of tempting us again in that ho- 
ly eſtate. In brief, we allure and fleſh them by . 


all ſorts of ways : We inceflantly heat and 


ſtir up their Imagination, and yet we find 
faglt. Let us confels the truth ; there is ſcarce 
one of us: that does not more appre the 
ſhame that accrues to him by the Vices of His 


Wife, than by his own, and that is not more 


ſollicitous (a wonderful Charity ) of the Con- 
ſcience of his virtuous Wifc than of his own ; 
. Whohadnotrather commit Theft and Sacrilege, 
and that his Wife was a Murthereſs and a He- 
retick, than that ſhe ſhould not be more chaſte 
than her Huſband. An unjuſt eſtimate of Vi- 


ces. Both we and they are capable of a thou-, 7 < 5. 


125 


Me 


fnd Corruptions more prejudicial and unna- | T 


tural than Luſt : But we weigh Vices not ac- 
cording to Nature, but accordirg to our In- 


tereſt 3 by which means they take ſo many 
unequal Ze: This aoſtericy of our Decrees 
renders the propenſion of Women to this Vice 
more violent and vicious than its Condition 
will bear, and engages it in Conſequences worſe 
than their Cauſe. They will voluntarily offer to 
go to-the Exchange to ſeek for Gain, and to 
the War to get Reputation, rather than in the 
midſt of eaſe and delights to have to do with 
fo difficult a Guard. Do not they very well 
lee that there is neither Merchant nor _ 

| | cr, 


__— 


; | Cobher, toyl'd and tir'd out 4s) they are with 
** Labour and Hunger? 


Horave, lib, Nun ty que tenuit dives Achzmenes, 
% Ode 12% Aut penguis Phrygie Mygdonias opes, 
Permutdre velis crine Licinnie,. 
 Plenas ant arabums domos, 
Dum fragrantie detorquet ad aſculz 
® Cervicens, amt facih ſevitia negat, - 
O14 poſcente magis gauntleat trips. 
Interdum rapere ocoupet @ 


Wonldſt thou for all that Achemeres had, 
Or all the Phryg:an Wealth before thee laid, 
Or Riches that in Arabs Houſes are, © 
Change thy Licinnias golden Hair, 
When ſhe her neck to 'fragrantKiſles writes, 
Or with a pretty Anger them denies, : 
What ſhe would rather gwe than take'by far, 
And fnatches them ere ſhe's aware ? 


4 - S 
\ 


'Soflicitations and'Parſuits. There is no doing 
; 'more prickly than that not doing, nor 'more 
t) aCtive. I find-it 'more-caſie to-carry a ſait-of 
21s =] Arms 


296 Stignenr 70#4 de Montaigne's Bfays. Book HI. 
dier, who will not leave his buſineſs to run 
after this'other, and'ſo much as the Porter and 
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 Armsall the days of a mans Life, than a Mai- 
den-head 5 and the Vow of Virginity, of all 


others is the moſt noble, as being the hardelt _ 
to keep. Dzaboli Virtws in Lumbis eft, ſays Piv- 


Hieron, tt 


St. Hierow. We have do reſfign'd to 
the Ladies the: moſt difficult, and moſt vigo- 
rous of all humane endeavours; and let us re- 


fign to them the Glory too. This ought to en: - 


courage them to be obſtinate in it, 'ris a brave 
thing for thent to defie us, and to ſpurn under 
foot that vain preheminence of Valour and Vir- 
tue that-we pretend to have over them. They 
will find, if they do but obſerve it, that they 
will not only be mach more eſteem'd for it, but 
alſo much more belov'd. A gallant Man does not 
give over his purſuit for being refus'd, provi- 


ded it be a refuſal of Chaſtity, and not of 


choice. We may ſwear, threaten, and com- 
plain to much ipurpoſe; we lye, welove them 
the better : there 1s noallurementlike Modeſty, 
if it be not rude and uncivil. 'Tis ſtupidity 
and meanneſs, to be obſtinate againſt hatred 
and diſdain 5 but againſt a virtuous and: con- 

ſtant Reſolation, mixt with'an acknowledge- 


- tent, 'tis the exerciſe of a noble and generous 


Soul: They may acknowledge our Services to 
a'certain degree, 'and give us civilly to under- 
ſtand, that they Uiſdain us not. For that Law 
that enjoyns them to abominate us, becauſe 
we adore them, and to hate'us becauſe we 
love them; is certainly very ſevere, if but for 
the difficulty of it. Why ſhould:they not give 
ear to' our offers and demands, ſo long as they 


are 


| 
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Sejigneny de Montaigne's Efays. Book II, . | 

are contairxd within the bounds of Modeſty > * 
Wherefore ſhould we fancy them to have other 
thoughts wihin, and to be worſe than the 
ſeem ? A @xcer of our time ingeniouſly (aid, 
that to refute theſe Courtſhips is a Teſtimony 
of weakneſs in Women,and a ſelf accuſation of 
Facility 3 and that a Lady could not boaſt of 


| her Chaſtity, who. was never tempted. The 
Limits of Honour are not cut ſo ſhort, they 
may give themſelves a little rein, and diſpence 
a little without forfeiting themſelves ; there 
hes before the Frontier ſome ſpace free, indif- 
ferent and neuter : he that has beaten and pur- 
ſa'd her into her'Fort, 1s a ſtrange fellow if he 


| be not ſatisfied: with' his Fortune. The price 


of the Conqueſt is conſider by the difficulty. 
Would you know what impreſſion your Ser- 
vice and Merit have made in her Heart? Judge 
of it by her Behaviour. Some may grant more, 
who do not grant ſo much. The Obligation 
of a Benefit wholly relates to the good will 
of thoſe who confer it, the other coincident 
Circumſtances are dumb, dead, and caſual. It 
coſts her dearer to grant you that little, than 
it would do her Companion to grant all, It 
410 any thing rarity give theeſtimarion, it onght 
eſpecially 1n. this. Do not conſider how little 
It is that is given, but how few have it to give, 
The value of Money alters according to the 
Coin, and ſtamp of the Place. Whatever the 
ſpite and indiſcretion of ſome may make them- - 
fay upon the exceſs of their Diſcontentment 
yer Virtue and Truth will 18 time recover 


all, 


Chap. 5. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
all. - I bave known ſome, whoſe Reputation 
has for a great while ſuffer'd under flander, 
who have after been reſtord to the Worlds 
univerſal Opinion, meerly by their Conſtan- 
cy, withont care or artificez every one re- 
pents, and gives himſclf the lye for what he 
has. believ'd and ſaid ; and from Maids, a little 
ſuſpe&ted, they have been afterward advanc'd 
to the firſt rank amongſt the Ladies of. Ho- 
nour. Some body told Plato, that all the 


World ſpoke ill of him. Let #hexs talk, ſaid he, | 


I will live ſo as to make tþem change their Note. 
Beſides the fear of God, and the price of ſo 
rare a Renown, which ought to make them 
' look to themſelves, the corruption of the Age 
we live 1n compells them to it 3 and 1fI were 
as they, there 1s nothing I would not rather 
do, than intruſt my Reputation in ſo dange- 
rous hands. In my time, the Pleaſure of tel- 
ling (a Pleaſure littleinferiour to that of doing) 
was not permitted but to thoſe who had'ſome 


faithful and only Friend ; but now the ordi- | 


nary Diſcourſe and common Table-talk , is 
nothing but boaſts of Favours receiv'd, and 
_ the ſecret Liberality of Ladies. In earneſt, *tis 
too abject, and too much meanneſs of Spirit, 
to ſuffer ſuch ingrateful, indiſcreet,and giddy- 
headed People, fo to perſecute, teaze, and rifle 
thoſe tender and obliging Favours. ' This our 
immoderate gnd 1]legitimate Exaſperation 
againſt this Vice, ſprings from the moſt vain 
and turbulent Diſeaſe that affiits humane 
Minds, which 1s Jealoufie ; | 


| 
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Ovid de urs wetat appoſtto Lumen de lumine fumi £ 
Art. Aman = Dent lictt aſſidue, nil tawen inde perit. 


EE COR 


£4" | That Light from Light be taken, who'll deny? 
| Though th | 


they do nought but give, nought's 


| loſt thereby. 
Jealoufie ſhe, and Envy her Siſter, ſeem to me to be the 
and Envy. moſt idle and fooliſh of the whole Troop. As 
to the laſt, I can ſay little to'r, a Paſſion, that 
though ſaid to be ſo mighty and powerful, 
had never to do with me. As to the other, I 
know it by fight, and thar's all. Beaſts feel it. 
The Shepherd Cratis, being fall'n 3n love with 
a She-Coat, the He out of jealoufly, came to 
butt him as he was laid aſleep, and beat out his 
Brains. We have raisd this Fever to a grea- 
ter excels by the Examples of ſome barbarons 
| Nations; the beſt diſcipiin'd have been touch'd 
with it, and 'tis reaſon ; but not tranſported : 


2) 


Otid, Enſe maritali nemo confeſſus Adulter, 
Purpureo Stygias Sanguine tinxit aquas. 


Ne're did Adulterer, by a Husband flain, 
With purple Blood the Stygzar Waters ſtain. 


, "rig | Lacullas, Caſar, Pompey, Amonius, Cato, and 
| other brave men, were Cnckolds, and knew it, 
| without making any buſtle about ut. There 

was in thoſe days but one Coxcomb, Lepidas, 


| that dixd for Grief that his Wife had usd him 
fo. | 
Ah! 
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Ah! tum te miſerum, malique fati,, - Catullu. 
Quem attrais pedibus patente porta, Ep. 15. 
Percurrent mugileſque raphanique. 


And the God of our Poet, when he ſurpriz'd 
one'of his Companions with his Wife, ſatisfied 
himſelf with putting them to ſhame only. 


Ty _ TT Ovid, Mes 
Argue aliquis de Diis non triſtibus optat, tain-thoms 
Sic fieri turpis. A 


= they ſhamefully lay bound, Mr.Sandys, 
Yet one a wanton wiſh'd to be ſo found. 


and nevertheleſs took fire at the ſoft embraces 
ſhe gave him, complaining, that upon that ac- 
count ſhe was grown jealous of his Aﬀection. 


Quid cauſas petis ex alto? fiducia ceſſit Vagl. , 
ud tibi Diva mei - ed. 1.8, 


[en 
What need'ſt thou doubt, and make a queſtion Mr 0% 
Where is your Confidence repos d in us ? 


Nay, ſhe entreats Arms for a Baſtard of hers, 
Arma rogo genitrix nato. Thid. 
Another for her Son does Armour crave. 


which are freely granted ; and Vulcan ſpeaks 
 honourably of /Ezeas ; 


Arma acri facieuda viro. - 16id. 
Arms for a valiant Hero muſt be made. wy. 05:1. 
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Catallus, 
Nun. 69. 


0bid, 


- 


Hp -* 


per 


PTY MrY 
= 


AndIam willing toleave this exceſs of Bounty 
to the Gods : oy | 


Nec divis homines componere equu eſt. 
Nor is it fit to equal men with Gods. 


As to the confuſion of Children, befides that 
the graveſt Legiſlators ordain and affect it in 
their Republicks, it nettles not the Women, 
where this Paſhon 1s I know not how much 
better ſeated. 


Sepe etiams Juno maxima Calicolant 
Conjugis in culpa flagravit quotidiana. 


And Juno, with fierce jealouſie inflam'd, 
Her Husband's daily ſlips has often blami'd. 


When Jealouſie ſeizes theſe poor, weak, and 
reliſtleſs Souls, 'tis pity to ſee how miſerably 
it torments and tyrannizes over them 3 it in- 
finuates 1t ſelf into them under the title of 
Friendſhip, but after it has once poſleſsd them, 
the ſame cauſes that ſerv'd for a foundation of 
good Will, ferve them for a foundation of 
mortal Hatred : *tis, of all the diſeaſes of the 


Mind, that which moſt things ſerve for Al- | 


ment, and fewelt for Remedy, The Virtue, 
Health, Merit, and Reputation of the Huſ- 
band,'are the Incendiaries of their Fury and 


11 Will, 
| Nulle 
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with, in truth, a more than humane Humanity, 


— 
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Nule ſunt inimicitie niſt amoris acerbe. * 
Their Angers are but the effc&s of Love. 


This Fever defaces and corrupts all they have 
of beautiful and good beſides. And there is 
no ation of a jealous Woman, let her be how 


chaſte and how good a Houſewife ſoever, that 


. does not reliſh of Anger and Rudeneſs. 'Tis a 


furious Agitation, that rebounds them to an 


Extremity quite contrary to its Cauſe : Which 
was very manifeſt in one OFavizs at Rome, 
who, having lain with Poztia Poſthumia, found 
his love ſo much augmented by: Fruition, that 
he ſollicited with all importunity. to marry 
her, which ſeeing. he could not perſuade her 
to, this exceflive AfﬀeCtion precipitated -him 
to the effeds of the molt cruel and mortal ha- 
tred, for he kill'd her. In like manner, the or- 
dinary ſymptoms of this other amorous Diſ- 
eaſe, are inteſtine Hatreds, private Confpira- 
cles and Conjurations, 


Notumque, furens quid femina poſſit. 


— The cauſe unknown, 
But that a deſp'rate Woman carry'd on 
With Rage might do, 


and a Rage which ſo much the more frets it 
ſelf, as it 1s compell'd to excuſe it ſelf by a 
pretence of good Will. Now the duty of Cha- 
ſtity is of a vaſt Extent. Is it their Wills that 
K 3 
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Propertius. 


FEnerd, 
lib, 5. 


Mr. Ogilby, 


, 


'< SVs 


2 


- 


a= 


_ 


4 < + oe pr oe Bennet EE SR 
3p IT TIE "I Ele FA OI. & TW Wy 
RY Oo ISIS: 
; , 
F / 


- 


Seipheny de Montaigne's Efſſezys. Book IM. 
we would have them reſtrain? That is a ve- 
ry pliant and aftive thing, a thing very quiek 
andnialble to be {taid. How ? if Dreams ſome- 
times ingage them ſo far that they cannot de- 
ny them. It is not in them, nor peradventure 
ww Ghaſtity it (elf, ſeeing it is a Female, to de- 
fend it! ſelf from Luft and Defire. If we are 
only.intereſted in their Will, what a caſe ate 
wein then > Do-but imagine what crowding 
there would be amongſt Men in purſuance of 
theſe. Priviledpes, to run full ſpeed, though 
without Tongue and Eyes, into eyery Wo- 
mans Arms that would accept them. The Scy- 
thin Women put out the Eyes of all their 
Slaves and Prifoners of War, that they might 
have their Pleaſure of them,'and they never 
the wiſer. ' Oh, the furious advaiitage of Op- 
potrumty ! Should any one ask me, what was 
the firſt part of Love, I ſhould Anſwer, that 
it, was'how to take a man's time, and 'fo the 
ſecond, and fo the third-; 'tis a point that can 


. do every thing. I have ſometimes wanted For- 


rune, but I have alſo ſometimes been wanting, 
to my ſelf 1n matrer of Attempt. There 1s grea- 
ter Temerity requir'd in this Age of ours, 
which our young People excufe under the 
name of heat. But ſhould Women examin it 
more ſtritly, they would find, that it rather 
proceeded from Contempt. I was always ſuper- 
ſtitiouſly afraid of giving offence, and have 


ever hada great reſpeC for herl lov'd : Beſides, 


who in this traffick rakes away the Reverezce, 
defaces at the ſame time the Lyſtre, -I would 
| N 


in this Afﬀair. have a Man a little play the 
Child, the Tinjorous, and the Servant :-If not 


altogether in this, I have 1n other things ſome ' 


air of the fooliſh baſhfulneſs whereof Plutarch 
makes mention 5 and the courſe of my Life 
has been divers ways hurt and blemiſh'd with 
It, a Quality very ill ſuiting my univerſal Farm: 
And what is there alſo amongſt us but Sediti- 


on and Diſcord! ? I am as.mu f Coun- x 


tenance to be deny'd as I am to deny, ; and it 
ſo much troubles me ro be troubleſome to 
others, that in occaſions where Duty compells 
to try the good-will of any one 1n a thing that 
is doubtful, and that will. be chargeable to 
him, I doit very faintly, and very much againſt 
iny will : Burt if it be for my own particular, 
(whatever Homer truly Tays, that Modeſty 1s 
a fooliſh Virtue in an indigent Perſon) I com- 
monly commit it to a third Perſon to bluſhtor 
me, and deny-thofe that employ me with the 
ſame difficulty ; ſo thar it has ſometim® betall'n 
me to have had a mind to deny when I had 
not the power to do it, Tis folly then to at- 
' tempt to bridle in Women a Delire that 1s ſo 
Powerful jn them, and fo natural to them. 
And when I hear them brag of having ſo mai- 
denly and ſo temperate a Will, I laugh at them. 
They retire too far back. It it be an old 
Toothleſs Trot, or a young dry Conſumprive 
thing, tt it be not altogether to be be- 
liev'd, at leaſt, they may fay it with more ſ1mi- 
litude of truth. But they, who are yet capa- 
ble of love, and ſtill pant with dehire, talk at 
0 open _ that 
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Catullus, 
Num. 68. 


TIL 
45 | ly ſerve to coſen Fools. Lying is there in its 
| ſeat of Honour *tis a by-way; ms by a back- 


| Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſvyr. Book W. 
that- ridiculous rate to” their own: prejudice, 
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by: reaſon that inconſiderate excuſes are a kind 
of ſelf Accuſation. Like a Gentleman, a Neigh- 
bour of mine, ſuſpected to be inſufficient 3 


Lengtiier tenera cui pendens ſicula beta, 
Nunquan ſe medians ſuſtulit ad tunicam. 


who three or -four days after he was tnarried, 

to juſtihie himſelf, ſwore aloud that. he had rid 
iwenty Stages the Night before :an Oath that 
was afterwards made uſe of to convince hint 
of his ignorance in that Aﬀeair, and to divorce 
bim from his Wife. Beſides,it ſignifies nothing, 
for there is neither Continency: nor Virtue 
where there -.are no- oppoſing Deſires. It is - 


- rue, they may ſay, but they will not yield 


unto it. Sent; themſelves ſpeak after that man- 
ner 3 I mean thoſe who boaſt in good earneſt 
of their coldneſs and inſenfibullity, and who 
Expect to be believd when they profeſs it 
with a grave and ſerious - 3M aways ; for 
when 'tis (poken with anatfeQed Look, where 
their Eyes give the lye to their Tongue, and 
ſpeak in the Cart of their Profeſſion, which 
always goes againſt the hair, -tis 900d ſport. 
I am a great Servant of Liberty and Plainnefs, 
but there 1s no remedy, if it be wholly ſimple 
or childiſh *tis filly, and unbecomming Ladies 
in this Commerce 3 and preſently runs into 
Impudence : Their Diſguiſes and Figures on- 


door 
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Chap.'5. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
door leads' ns to Truth. If we cannot curb 
their Imagination, what would we have them 
do7 Do indeed ? There are enow who evade 
. all Communication, by which Ren may be 
corrupted. 


Illud ſape facit, quod ſine tote facit. | = Ep. 
Epig. 61. 


He often does himſelf apply 
To that he does when none ts by. 


And. thoſe whor we fear-the leaſt, are perad- 
venture moſt to: be fear d 3 their Sins that 
make the leaſt noiſe are the worſt. 


tA er on oo A v —_ 


Offendor mecha ſimpliciore minus. | > = 6. 


A profeſsd Strumpet leſs offence does give. 
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Thereare ways by which theymy loſe theirVir- « © ® AL 
ginity without ako: proflinution ad wi Rl is more, | 
without their knowledge. Obſtetrix virginis 2; Au: 
cujuſdam integritatem manu velut explorans, ſive _ 
malevalentia, ſtoe inſcitia, ſtue caſn, dum inſpicit, 
perdidit. Some one by ſeeking | her Maiden-head 
has loſt it, another by playing with it has de- 
royd it. We cannot preciſely circumſcribe 
the occaſions; we interdi& them. They muſt - 
gueſs at our meaning under general and donht- 
ful .terms. The very Idea we invent for their 
Chaſtity is ridiculous: for,amongſt the greateſt .,_ 
Examples arrivd at my knowledge, Fatra, tream 
the Wife of Farr, is one, who never after Chaſtiry of 


ſome Wo- 
her mev. 
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her Marriage ſuffer'd herſelf to be ſeen by any 
man what ever; and the Wife.of Hiero, who 
never perceiv'd her Husband's ſtinking Breath, 
imagining that it was common to all men, 
They muſt become inſcnſible and inviſible to 
fatisfie us. Now let us confeſs, that the knot 
of this Judgment of Duty does principally 
; lye in the Will. There have been Huſbands 


v/ih / AY { who have ſuffered this accident, notonly with- 


out reproach, or taking offence at their Wives, 
but with fingular Obligation to them, and 
great commendation of their:Virtue.. Such a 
Woman has been, who priz'd her. Honour 
above her Life, and yet has proſtitated it to 
the furious Luſt of a mortal Enemy to fave her 
Huſband's Life, and who, ih fo doing, did thar 
'*-., for him, ſhe would not have done for her ſelf ! 
It is nat here that we are to produce their Ex- 
' amples, they are too high and rich to be ſet 
off with fo poor a Foil as 1 can give-them 
here, let us referve them for a nobler- place; 
but for Examples of ordinary luſtre, Do-we 


not every day fee Women among{t. us that 


ſurrender themſclves for their Huſbands only 
benefit, and by their expreſs Order and Me- 
7) ; diation? and of old Phanlivs the Argian, who 


that Galbe did out of Civility, who having 
entertain'd Mecengas at Supper, and obſerving 
that his Wife and he began to calt Sheeps: eyes at 
one another, and to complot Love by tighs, 
let himſelf fink down upon his Cuſhion, like 
one 1n a profound ſlkep, to give opportunity 

to 
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to their defires : which he_alfo handſomely women 


confeſ#'d, for at the ſame time a Servant ma- Proftitured 
King bold to clatter the Plate that ſtood upon 1 
the Table, he plainly cry'd 3 What z noiſe do their Hus: 


bands, and 


you-makg, you Rogue © do you not ſee that I on | 


y the me- 
1ation of 


r their 


ly ſſrep for Mecenas 2 Such a Man may be, Advan- 


whoſe Manners may be lewd enough, and yet 3% 3 1:51 | 
whoſe Will may be more reform'd than ano- i" 


ther, who oitwardly carries hirhfelf after a 
tore regular manner : As we ſee fome, who 


complain of _ yow'd Chaſtity before they 
knew what they did; and I have alſo known 


IF 4 | 


others really compliin of having = them- 
ſelves up to Debauchety before they were of. .:*.. 


years of Diſctenon off. The Vice of the Parents, 


ot_the impulſe of Nature, which is a rude 


Conncellor, tnay be the cauſe. In the Euſft Is- 
dies, though Chaſtity is of ſingular Reputart 


on, yet Cuſtom permitted a martied Woman 
to proſtitute her {Ef to any one Who preſen- 
ted her with an Elephant, and that with Glo- 


ry too, to have been' valu'd at ſo high a rate. . 


Phedon the Philoſopher, a Mian of Birth, after 
the taking of his Countrey Elida, made it his 
trade to proſtitute the beauty of his youth, 6 
long as it laſted, to any one that would, for 
Money, thereby to gain his Living. And $S9- 
lon was the firſt in Greece, 'tis ſaid; who by his 
Laws gave Liberty to Women, at the expence 
of their Chaſtity, to provide for the Neceſſities 
of Life z a Cuſtom that Herodotus ſays had 
been receiv'd in many Governments before his 
time. And beſides, what Fruit is there of this 
 painfal 
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Fuven. 
Sat. 6, 


painful Solitude? For what Juſtice foever there 


151 this Paſſion, we are yet to confider whe-. 


ther it turns to account, or no. Does any one 
think to curb it by his Induſtry ? 


Pone Seram, cohibe : ſed quis cuſtodiet ipſos 
Cuſtodes ? cata eft, & ab illis incipit uxor. 


Sir Rojert Hang ON a Lock, I hear old Friends adviſe, 


' " Stapleton, Appoint a Guard, but who ſhall' watch the 


Her Art firſt draws them in. ( Spies? 


What Conveniency will not ſerve their turn 


20 if, x 1n ſo knowing an Age? Curioſity is vicious 


a) 


throughout; but *tis pernicious here. "Tis Fol- 
ly to examine into a Diſeaſe for which there 
is no Phyſick that- does not 1inflame and make 
it worſe; of which the ſhame grows ſtill grea- 
ter, and more publick by Jealoufie, and of 
which the Revenge more wounds our Proſpe- 
#:ty, than it heals us. You wither and dye in 


- the ſearch of ſo obſcure a proof. How miſe- 


rably have they of my time arriv'd at that 
knowledge, who have been ſo unhappy as to 


| have found it out? If the-Informer does not 


at the ſame time apply a Remedy, and bring 
relief; *tis an injurious Information, and that 
better deſerves a ſtab than the Lye : We no 
leſs laugh at him who takes pains to prevent 
it, than he who 1s a Cuckold, and knows it 


T; Rj Dot. The Character of Cuckold is indelible, 


who once has 1t carries it to his grave; the 
Puniſhment proclaims it more than the Fault. 
Ps Nm It 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IT. - 
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It is to much purpoſe to ſee, to draw the Cur- 


- tain, and to lift up the Quilt to-diſcover our 


rivate Misfortunes, thence to expoſe them on 
Tragick Scaffoldsz and Misfortunes that only 


hurt us by being known 3 for a good Wife; 
or a happy Marriage, is faid, not: that they 
are really ſo, but becauſe no one ſays to the 
contrary. Men | 
this tormenting and unprofitable knowledge : 
and the Romans had a Cuſtom, when retur- 
ning fromany Expedition, to ſend home before 
to acquaint their Wives with their coming, 
that they might not ſurprize them; and tothis 
purpoſe it is, that a certain Nation has intro- 
duc'd a: cuſtom, that the Prieſ# ſhall on the 


jg Eee 
C—_ 


Wedding day unlock the Brides Cabinet, to 
free the Husband from the doubt and Curio- 
fity of examaning in the firſt aſſault, whether 


the comes a Virgin to his Bed, or that ſhe has 


been at the Trade before. But the World will 
be talking. I know a hundred honeſt men 
Cuckolds, that are handſomely, and not very 
indecently fo ; a worthy man is Jamented, but 
not diſeſteenyd for it. Order it fo that your 
Virtue may conquer your Misfortune, that 
g00d Men may curſe the Occafioh, and that 
he who wrongs you may tremble but to think 
on't. And moreover, who eſcapes being talk'd 
of at the ſame rate, from the leaſt even to the 
greateſt ? 


n= tot qui legionibus imperitavit, 
Et melior quam turultis fuit, improbe, rebus. 


To 


len ſhould be ſodiſcreet, astoevade 2p * 
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"3693 Seigueur'de 
To whom ſo many Legions did bow, 


You hear how- many honeſt men are re- 
proach'd with this 18 your preſence, and you 
may believe that you are no more ſpar'd be- 
hind your Back. Nay, the very Ladies will be 
laughing too 3 and what: axe they ſo apt ta 
Jaugh at in this virtuous Age of ours, as at a 
peaceable and well-compas'd marriage ? There 
3s not one among{i you but has made ſome bo- 
dy Cuckold : and Nature runs much 1n paral- 
lell, in compenſation, and turn for turn. The 
frequency of this accident ought long fince 
to, have made it eafjez and 'tis now paſt into 
Cuſtom. Miſerable Paſſion, which has this al- 
ſo, that it is incommianicable. 
Catullis, Fors etiam noftti* invidit queſtibas ures. 
And ſpiteful Fortune too denies 
An Ear to our Calamities. + 


For to what Frierid dare you intruſt your 
Griefs 3 who, if he does not laugh at them, 
 Willnotmakeuſedf the occafion to get a ſhare 
'P G , of the Znuarry? The ſharps, as well as the ſweets 
of Marriage, are kept ſecret by the wile 3 and 
amongſt other troubleſome Conditions apper- 
taining to it, this, to a prating Fellow, as I 
am, is one of the chief, that cuſtom has ren- 
dred it indecent and prejudicial, to commu- 
nicate te any one all that a man knows, = 

all 
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And who by much was better far than thou, 


all that a man feels. To give even Women 
counſel againſt Jealoufie, would be ſo much 
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time Toſt, their very Being is ſo made up of 


Suſpition, Vanity, and Curiolity, that to cure 
them by any lawful ways, is nor to be hop'd 
or expefted. They often recover of this In- 
firmity, by a form of Health much more to 
be fear'd than the Diſeaſe it ſelf; For as there 
are Enchantments that cannot take away the 
_ Evil, but by throwing it upon another, they 
alſo willingly transfer this Fever to their 


Husbands, when they ſhake it off themſelves. 


And yet I know not, to ſpeak truth, whether 
a man can ſuffer worſe from them than their 
Jealouſie 3 'tis the moſt dangerous of all their 
Conditions, as the Head 1s of all their Mem- 
bers. Pittac#s was usd to fay, that every one 
had his defe&t, and that his was the jealous 
Head of his Wife : but for which he ſhould 
think himſelf perfetly happy. A mighty in- 


convemence ſure which could poyſon the 


| 


whole Life of ſo juſt, fo wiſe, and fo valiant a* 


man 3 What muſt we other little Fellows 


do? The Senate of Marſelles had reaſon to x 


— — - —_— 


grant him that begg'd leave to kill himſelf, 
that he might be deliver'd from the Clamour 
of his Wite, his requeſt 3 for, 'tis a miſchief 
that is never remov'd, but that it carries away 
the piece; and that has no Remedy but Flight 
or Patience, though both of them very hard. 
He was doubtleſs an underſtanding Fellow 
that ſaid, there was no happy Marriage but 
betwixt a blind Wife and a deaf Husband. 

1 Let 
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HA Let us alſo conſider whether the great and vio- 
lent Severity- of Obligation we enjoyn them, 
does not produce two etiects contrary to our 
delign, namely, whether it does not render 
the Purſuants more eager to attaque, and the 


Women more eafie to yield. For as to the _ 


9) firſt, by raiſing the. value of the Place, we 
raiſe the value and the deſire of the Conqueſt 

CPES Y Might it_ not be Venzs her ſelf, who ſb cun- 
ningly enhaunc'd the_price of her Merchan- 
 dize, by making the Laws her Bawds3 3 know- 

ing how inſipid a delight it would be that 

was not heightned by Fancy and hardneſs to 

* atchieve ? To conclude, 'tis all Swines-fleſh, 


67.<1K*1 Cupid is a roguiſh God, who makes it his ſport 


to comend with Devoricn and Juſtice : - *Tis 


his Glory that his Power mates all other Pow- 
| ers, and all other Rules give place to his. 


Ovid Trift, Materiam Culpe proſequiturque ſue. 
And ſeeks out Matter for his Crimes, 


As to the ſecond point 3 ſhould we not be 


leſs Cuckolds, if we lefs fear'd to be fo ? ac- | 


cording to the Humour of Women : whom In- 
terdiCtion incites, and who are more eager for 
being forbid. 
Teren.Eani, Ubi velis nolunt, ubi nolis volunt ultro, 
_ "7 Conceſſa pudet ire via, ——— 
[ they wou'd, 
' | You would, they won't, when you would nor, 


Conſent Joe freeze, denial fires their Blood. 
What 


varied by Sawces, as faid Flaminizs his Hoſt. | 


'0O>» 


Sl 
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Chap. 5. Stigneur de: 
| What better. Interpretation:can we make of 


fo 


Meſſalina's Behaviour ? She at firſt made ber 
Husband a Cuckold in private, as is the'cont- 
mon uſe : but, bringing her Buſineſs abopt 
with too much eaſe; by reaſon of her Husbands 
Stupidity-z ſhe ſoon ſcorn'd that way,' ati 

preſently fell to making open love, to ow: 
her Servants, and' to favour and entertain theny 
in the ſight of all. . She would make him know 
and ſee how ſhe usd him. This Animal, not 
to be rousd with all this; and rendring{ her 
Pteaſares dull and flat by his too ſtupid Fatili- 
ty, by which-he'ſeem'd to authorize, and make 
them lawful; what does ſhe ? but being the 
Wife of a-living and healthful Emperour, and 
at Rome, 'the' Theater of 'the- World, in the 
face of the Sun, and with folemn Ceremony, 
and to S:lizs, who had long before enjoy'd 


her, fhe ,publickly, marries her ſelf one day. 


that her Husband was gone out of the City. 
Does. it not ſeem as if ſhe-was going to become 
Chaſte by her Husband's negligence ? or that 
ſhe ſought ;:another Husband that might ſhar- 
pen her appetite by his jealoufie, and who. by 
watching ſhould incite her 2 But the firſt dit- 
ficulty ſhe met with was alſo the laſt 3 this 
Beaſt ſuddenly .rousd. Theſe ſtupid fort of 
Men are oft the moſt dangerous, I have found 
by. Experience, . that this extream Toleration, 
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when 1t comes to diſſolve, produces the moſt 


ſevere Revenge 3 for taking fire on a ſudden, 
Anger and Fury being combind in one, diſ- 
charge their utmoſt force at the firſt —_ | 

Txts | L 14* 


Fneid. 
lib. 12, 


Lucret. 
fb, 1s 
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 Trarumge 0 Ones find babance. 


tg Put, her to. death, and with her a agus 


her of thoſe with whom ſhe had 
igence, eyen thoſe who could not help it, 
whom ſhe-had. caus'd to be forc'd to her 
xd with Scourges. What Virgil ſays of Venus 
d. Vulcan, Lucretive had better expreſs'd of a 
R TUTOR betwixt her and Mars. 


- bellifer meners Mayors 
# Arwigotent regit. ingremiun qui ſape tunm ſe 

:\Rejicit, eterno devintus Vaidnere amoris : 
 \Paſcit amore avidos inhians in te Dee viſus, 
; Eque tuo-pendet reſupini ſpiritus ares : | 
Home in Dipa tuo recubantera corpore ſauito 
 Cineuniſuſa Jnper, Juaveis ex ore m—_— | 

, Fhnde, i 


- eo Caries Mips, 
The orily Governour, and'God of Wars, 
-. Fired with heat and toil, doth oft reſort * 
: To taſte the Pleafirtes of the Paphian Court 
- "Where on thy Bofom he ſupinely wes; - 25 
And greedily drinks Love at both his eyes, 
\Tillquite Ore-come, fnatchin an eager Kits, 
-..He haſtily goes'orf to greateHifs's ' © 
-> Then midſthisftrift embraces clafpthine arms 
' About his Neck, and call forth all thy charms, 
"Careleſs, with all thy ſubtle arts become” 
"8 Flatterer, and beg a- Peace for Rome. aa 


When. I confider this rejicit, "aſe; # inkiaud, 
my favet, medalles, habejas, pendet, pagnald 


and that noble circurfuſe, mother of the gen- 
tle infuſus,z I contemn .thoſe little Quibbles 
and verbal Allufions have been fince in uſe, 
Thoſe well-meaning People ſtood in need of 
no ſubtilty to diſguiſe their meaning 3 their 
Language is downright and plain, and full of 
natural and continued Vigour 3 they are all 
Epigram,not.qnly- with a ſting io the tayl, but 
the head, body, and feet, carry the ſame force 
throughout. There is nothing forc'd, nothing 
Janguiſhiog, but they (till keep the ſame pace. 
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Contextus totus virilis eſt, now ſunt circa flaſeu- Sem.E9.33; 


las occupatz. The whole contexture is manty, 
without inſiſting upon little flowers of Rhetorick. 
'Tis not aifoft Eloquence, and without offence 
only, 'tis nervous and ſolid, that does not ſo 
Mmych. pleaſe, as it fits and zaviſhes the greateſt 
minds. Whenl {fe theſe brave methods of ex- 
reſion, :{o-livel: 5 fo profound, I do not lay 

tis well-faid, but well thought. Tis the 


{prixelineſs.of the imaginati x 


S 
elevates words. PetFus eſt quod diſertum facit. 


;Qur People call Language Judgment, and fine ; 


.words full.Conceptions. This painting is not 
{o much carried on by dexterity. of hand, as 
. by baving the objec more/lively imprinted in 
;the Soul : . Gallus ſpeaks ſimply, becauſe he 
,conceives fimply ; Horace does not content 
.bimſelf with a ſuperficial expreflion that would 
betray him 3 he ſees farther and more clearly 
into things, his Wit breaks into, and rummages 
all the. magazine of words and figures where- 
with to expreſs himſelf, and he muſt have them 
— 0 above 


Duintil, 
1b. 10. 


| #9 


Wy; 
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s 4 .6 
5 1 
; 


above ordinary; becauſe his Conception is ſo. 
Plutarch ſays, that he ſees the Latin Tongue 
by the things. "Tis here the ſame :' the Senſe 
illuminates, and produces the words : no more 
words of air, but of fleſh and bone 3 they ſig- 
nifie more than they expreſs. Moreover, thoſe 
who are not well skilld in a Language, per- 
ceive ſome image of this 3 for-in 1taly, I faid 
whatever | had a mind to in common diſcourſe, 
but 4n more ſerious ſubjects, I durſt not have 
truſted my ſelf with an [diozre that I could not 
wind and turn 'out of its ordinary pace 5 I 
would therein have a power: of mtroducing 
ſomething of my own. The handling and ut- 
terance & fine. Wits 1s that which ſets off a 
Lafiguage 3 not ſo much by-innovating it, as 
by putting it to more vigorous. and various 
ſervice, and by ſtraining, bending, and adap- 
ting it to them. * They do not create words, 
but_they_enrich their own',' and 'pive therh 
weight and fignification by the Uſes they. put 
them to, and-teach them unworited motions, 


but withall, ingeniouſly and diſcreetly. Ant 


how little this talent is given to all, is mani- 
feſt by the many French Scriblers of this Ape. 
They are bold, and proud enough:not to fol- 
low the common road, but want of Invention 
and diſcretion ruins them. There 4s nothing 
ſeen in their Writings but a wretched affe&ta- 
tion of a ſtrange new ſtyle, with cold and ab- 


turd diſguiſes, which, inſtead-'of elevating, 


depreſs the matter. Provided "they can biit 
trick up their ſtyle with fine new words, they 
care 
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care not what they fignihe ; and to bring in 
a new word by the head and ſhoulders, they 
leave the old one, very - often [more finewy 
and ſignificant than the other. There is ſtuff. x) 
enough in our Language, but there is a defect 
incutting ont. For there 1s nothing that might 
not be made out of our terms of Hurting and © + 
War, which is a fruittul Soil to borrow from. 
And the forms of ſpeaking, like Herbs, im- 63% h 
prove and grow ſtronger by being tranſplint- | 
ed. I find it Wifficiently abounding, but not 
ſufficiently pliable and vigorous. It quails un- 
_ der a powerful Conception. If you would 
maintain the dignity of your ſtyle, you will 
oft perceive. it to flag and languiſh under you, 
and there Latir ſteps in to its relief, as Greek, 
does to other- Languages. Of ſome of the 
words I have pick'd out for my own uſe, we 
do not eaſily diſcern the energy, by reaſon 
that the frequent' uſe of them have in ſome 
{vrt embas'd their beauty, and rendred it com- 
mon. As 1n our ordinary Language there are 
ſeveral excellent Phraſes and Metaphors to be 
met with, of which the beauty is wither'd by 
age, and the colour is fullied by too common 
handling 3 but that takes nothing from the 
reliſh to an underſtanding man : neither does 
it: derogate from the glory of thoſe ancient 
Authors, who, 'tis likely, firſt brought thoſe 
words into that laſtre. The Sczerces treat of 
. things too finely, and after an artificial, very 
different from the common-and natural way. 
My Page makes love, and underſtands it, but 
Ne L 3 read 
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read to him Leo Hebreas and Ficinuis, where 


they ſpeak of him, his thoughts and aGions, 
he underſtands ir not. 1 do not find in Ar:ifto- 
tle mpſt of my ordinary motions 3 they are 
there coverd; and diſpuisd in afiother robe 
for the uſe of the Schools. Well may they 
ſpeed ; but were I of the Trade, I would as 
much 2aturalize Art, as they artifie Natttre. 
Let us let Bemwbo and Equicola alone. When 
write, I can very well ſpare both the Compa- 
ny and the remembrance of Mk $, leſt they 
ſhould interrupt my Method. Andalſointrath 
the beſt 4#thors too much humble and difc6u- 
rage me. I amvery much of the Pairters Mind, 
who having repreſented Cocks moſt wreteh- 
edly ill, charged all his Boys not to ſuffer any 
natural Cock to' come into his Shop 3 and had 
rather need to give my ſelf a little luſtre of 
the Invention of Artinonnydes the Muſician, 
who, when he was to ling or play, took care 
before hand that the Auditory ſhould, either 
before or after, be entertained and glutted 
with fome other 11] Muficians. But I can hard- 


. ty be without a Plrtarch, he_is ſo univerſal, 
and fo full, that upon all Occaftons, and what 


extravagant Subject ſoever you take in hand, 
he will {till intrude himſelf into your Buſineſs, 
and holds our to you a liberal, and not to be 


. exhauſted hand of Riches and Embelliſhmenrs. 


It vexes me that he is ſo-expos'd to the ſpoil 
of thofe who are converfant with him. I can 
no'fooner caſt an Eye upon ha, but I pur- 
loyn either 'a Leg of a. Wing. *- And "OO 

| . this 
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this Defign of mine, 'tis convenient for ne to 
write at. home, in a wild Country, where I 


' have no body to affiſt or relieve me 3 where I 


hardly ſes a man that underſtands the Latine 
of his Pater Noſter, and of French as little, if 
not leſs, I might have made ttbetterelſewhere, 
but then the work would have been leſs my 


| own; and its principal end and perte&ion is 


to be exactly mine: I ſhould well enough 
corre&an accidental Error, of which I am full, 
as I run carelefly on : but for any ordinary 
and conſtant Imperte@ions, 1t were a kind of 
Treaſon to put them out. When another tells, 
or that I fay to my ſelf, Thor art too thick of 
Figures ; this is a word of the Gaſcox growth; 
and therefore a dangerous Phraſe 3 ( Tdo not 
rejet any of thoſe that are usd in the com- 
mon Streets of France, they that will fight #35 @- 

Cuſtone with Grammar, are Fools ) this is ar | 
ignorant Diſcourſe 5 this is a Paradoxical ſay- 
ing, this is a fooliſh Expreſſzon. Thou mak'ſt 
thy ſelf merry- ſometimes 5 and men will think 
thou ſayeſt a thing in good earneſt, which thou 
only ſpeak'ſt in jeſt, Yes, ſay I, but I corrt& 
the Faults of. Inadvertence, not thoſe of Cu- 
ſtom. Do I not talk at the ſame rate through- 
out ? Do [ not repreſent my ſelf to the Life ? 
'Tis enongh that I have done whatlI defign'd ; 
all the World knows me in my Book, and my 
Book in me. Now [I have an apiſh imitating 
Quality 3 when I usd to write Verſes, (and: 
[ never made any but Latine ) they evidently 
accus'd the Poet I had laſt read-; and ſome of 
- 492i L 4 my 


IJ2: 


Feeb| 


my - firſt Eſſays have a little exotick taſte. 1 
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ſpeak: ſomething another kind of Language at 
Paris'than I do at Montaigne. Whoever I 
ſtedfaſtly. look upon, eafily leaves dome im- 
preffion of his upon. me. Whatever I conſider, 


T.uſurp 5 whether' a fooliſh Countenance, a 


diſagreeable look, or a ridiculous 'way of 
ſpeaking 3 and Vices moſt of all, becauſe 
they ſeize and ſtick to me, and will not leave 
hold without ſhaking off. I ſwear more by 
Imitation than Humour. A murthering imita- | 
tion, like that of the Apes; ſo terrible both in 
ſtature and ſtrength , that Alexander met with 
1n a certain Country of the 1adies, which he 
would have had much ado any other way to 
bave ſubdu'd. But they afforded him the means 
by that Inchination of theirs to imitate what- 
ever they ſaw done. For by that the Hunters 
were taught to put on Shooes in their ſight, 
and to tye them faſt with many knots, and to 
mufile up their Heads in Caps all compos'd of 
running noolſes, and 'to ſeem to anoint their 
Eyes with Glew 3 ſo did thoſe filly Creatures 
employ their Imitation to their own ruine, 
they glew'd up their own Eyes, baltred and 
bound themſelves... The other faculty of play- 
ing the Mimicks, and ingeniouſly aQing the 
Words and Geſtures of another, purpoſely to 
make others merry, and to raiſe their Admira- 
tion, 15 NO more 1n me than in a Stock. When 


#£*<*| I ſwear my own Oath, 'tis only by God, of all 


Oaths the moſt diret. They ſay that Socrates | 
ſwore by the: Dog, Zero had for his —_ 
__ 11 ame 
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ſame Interje&tion, at this time in uſe amongſt 
the Italians Cappari: Pythagoras ſwore by Wa- 
ter and Air. I am ſo apt, without thinking of 
it, to receive theſe ſuperficial Impreffions, that 
if I have Majeſty or Highneſs in my Mouth 
three dayes together, they come out inſtead of 
Excellency and Lordſhip, eight dayes after 5 
and what I ſay to day in ſport and fooling, I 
ſhall ſeriouſly ſay the ſame to morrow. Where- 


{ fore,in writing, I more unwillingly undertake 


beaten Arguments, leſt I ſhould handle them 
at anothers expence. Every Subject is equal- 
ly fertile to me. A Fly will ſerve me for a 
Subje&, and 'tis well if this I have in hand has 


Not been undertaken at the Recommendation 


of as wanton a Will. T may begin with that 
which pleaſes me beſt, for the Subjects are all 
link'd to one another 3 but my Soul diſpleaſes 
me, in.that it ordinarily produces its-deepeſt 
and moſt airy conceits which pleaſe me beſt, 
when T leaſt expect or ſtudy for them 3 and 


| ſaddenly vaniſh, having at the inſtant nothing | 


to apply them to 3 on Horſe-back, at the Ta- 
ble, and in Bed : but moſt on Horſe-back, 
where I am moſt given to think. My ſpeaking 
Is 2 little nicely jealous of Silence and Atten- 
tion, 1t I talk my beſt. Who 1nterrupts me, 
cuts me off, In travelling, the Neceffity of the 
way will often put a ſtop to Diſcourſe 3 be- 
ſides that, I for the moſt part travel without 
Company, fit to entertain long Diſcourſes, by 
which means I have all-the leiſure I would to 
entertain my ſelf. It falls out as it does in my 

Dreams, 
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Dreams, whilſt dreaming, I recommend them 
to my Memory, ( for I am apt to dream that 
E dream ) but the next Mormng I may repre- 
fent to my ſelf of what Complexion they were, 
whether gay, or ſad, or ſtrange, but what they 
were, as to the reſt, the more I endeavour to 
retrieve them, the deeper I plunge them in 
oblivion. So of Fhoughts that come acci- 
dentally into my Head, I have no more but a 
vain Image remaining in my Memory, only 
enough to make me torment my felf 1n. their 
queſt to no purpoſe. Well then, laying Books 
alide, and moreſimply arid materially ſpeaking, 
[ find after all, that Love is nothing elſe but the 
thirft of enjoying the ſubje@ deſird 5 neither is 
Venus any other thing than the pleaſure of 
diſcharging the Veſſels, as the Pleaſure Nature 
g1Ves us - diſcharging other Parts, that either 
by immoderation or indiſcretion become vi- 
cious. According to Socrates, Love is the Ap- 
petite of Generation, by the mediation of Beanty, 


+ And having often confider'd the ridiculous 
titiſſation - this Pleaſure, the abſur'd, hair- 


brain'd, and ſencelefs motions with which it 
inſpires Zeno. and Cratippxs 3 the indiſcreet 
rage, and. the Countenance enflam'd with Fu- 
ry and Cruelty in the ſweeteſt effects of Love: 
and then that ſoure, grave, ſevere, and ex- 
tatick one inſo wanton an Aion, that our 
Delights and: our Excrements are promiſcu- 
ouſly ſhuffled together, and that the ſupreant 
Pleaſure. carries along: with: it fainting and 
complaining, as well as'Grief 3. I_then believe 


it 
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Chap. 5- Sojgneur de Montaigie's Eſſays: 


ir £6 be true that' Plato fays, that the Gods 
made man for their Sport: | 


: Rn quenan ifta jocandi 
PA. ego 


What a ſtrange ſporting Cruelty 
May this be ſaid to be ? 


and thar it 1511 mocker th ; 
derd the moſt troubleſome of Actions to 

the moſt common, by that to make us equal, 
and to parallel Fools and wife Men, Beaſts 
and us. Even the moſt contemplative-and 
prudent man, when I imagine him in this po- 
ſture, I hold him an 1mpudent Fellow to pre- 
tend to be prudent and contemplative. They 
are the Peacocks Feet that abate his pride. 


. ridenterms dicere verum 


uid vetat 8 —— 


One may ſpeak Truth in jeſt without Offence, 


They who baniſh ſerious imaginations from 
their ſports, do, ſays one, like him who dares 
not adore the Statue of a Sazzt, if not cover- 
ed with a Veil. We eat and drink indeed as 
Beaſts do 3 but thoſe are not aQions that ob- 
ftra& the fantions of the Soiil. In thoſe we 


& niaintain our advantage over-thern 5 but this 


ſubjects all other thought,' and by its imperi- 
ous authority makes an Aſs of all Plato's Divi- 
| nity 
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»ity and Philoſophy too, and yet he complains 


, not of it. In every thing elſe a'man may keep 


gc 


ſome Decorym, all other Operations ſubmit to 


| the Rules of Decency ; this cannot ſo much as 


in imagination appear other- than vicious or 
ridiculous. Examin if you can therein find 
one wiſe and diſcreet proceeding. Alexander 


*\aid, that he chiefly knew himſelf to be mortal 


by this a& and ſleeping; ſleep fuffocartes and 
fiopreſies the Faculties Of the Soul ; the fami- 
liarity with Women does likewiſe diffipate 
and exhauſt them. Doubtleſs 'tis a mark, not 
only of our original corruption, but alfo of 
our vanity and deformity. On the one fide, 
Nature puſhes us on to it, having fixt the moſt 


noble, utile, and pleaſant of all ber fun&ions 


to this deſire : and on the other fide, leaves 
us to accuſe and avoid it, as infolent and in- 
decent, to bluſh atit, and to recommend abſti- 


| .___ nence. Are we not ſufficiently Þrwtes, to call 
4 CY ines work brutiſh which begets. us? People of 
m4 


ſo many differing Religions have concurr'd in 
ſeveral Ceremomies, . as. Sacrifices, Lamps, bur- 
ning Incence, Faſts, and Offerings; and amongſt 
other, in the condemning this Act : All Opt 
nions concenter 1n this, beſides the old cuſtom 
of Circumcifions. We have peradventure rea- 
ſon to blame our ſelves: for: being guilty of fo 
fooliſh a Production as man, and to call the 
A&-and Parts. ſhameful that are employ'd in 


the work (TFamſure mine are now- properly 8 
X,) 2p ſhameful. ). The: E/erians, of whom Pliny 
5” peaks, kept up their Countrey ſeveral Ages 


without 


Seigneny de Montaigne's Eſays. Book III... 


Chap-' $3. Seignuenr de Montaigne's: Eſſays. 157 
without either Nurſe or Baby-clouts, by the | 
arrival of Strangers, who following this pretty 
humour, came continually into them: A whole 
Nation being reſolute, rather to hazard a total 
Extermination, than to engage themſelves in 
Female embraces, and rather to loſe the ſuc- 
cefſion of men than to beget'one. 'Tis ſaid, z) 
that Zero never had to do with a Woman but 
- once 1n his life, and then out of civility, that 
he might not ſeem too obſtinately to diſdain 
the Sex. Every one 270105 {ering 2 Tar. born, 
every one runs to ſee him dye. To deſtroy a 
Fracdons Field is ſought out, and in the face'of 
the Sun 3 but to make him we creep into as -» 
dark and private a corner as we can. 'Tisa man's - 
duty to withdraw himſelt from the light todo 
it ; but 'tis glory, and the fountain of many 
Virtues to know how to deſtroy what we 
have done: the one is injury, the other. fa-. 
vour: for Ariftotle ſays, that do any one a 
Courteſie, in a certain Phraſe of his Countrey, 
is ro kill him. The Athenians, to couple the dif- 
| - of theſe two Actions, being to purge the 
of Delos, and to juſtitie themſelves to Apollo, 
Cnr tiQed at once all Birth and-Burials in the 
Precin&s thereof. Noſtri i roſmet  penitet. We Terence 
are aſhant'd of our ſelves. | There are ſomeNa- « pg 84: 
tioris that will not be ſeen to eat; I know a La- 
dy, and of the beſt Quality, who has the ſame 
' 6pmion, that 'tis an 11F fi 26 t to ſee one chew 
z | « their meat, that rakes' away much from their 
"Grace ard Beauty, and therefore unwillingly 
appears at a publick Table with an — 
an 


\ 


And know. a-man alſp, that cannot endure.to 
fee another eat, nor be feen. himſelf 5 and is 
in pytting in than put- 
« ting out. fo. the Turkiſo Empire, there arc a 
great number of men, who, ;to excell others, 
never ſuffer themſelves to. be ſeen when they 
make their gepaſt 5 who never have any-more 
than one 'a'Week, who cut and mangle-their 
Faces and-Eambs, and never ſpeak to any one: 
Fanatick - People, who.think to honour their 
Nature by denaturing themſclyes 3 that valge 
themſelves pon their contempt of: themſelves, 
and grow better by being-worſe: What, mon- 
frous Animal -is:this, that is a Horror to-him- 
ſai, to whom his delights are grievous, and 

| who weds himſelf.to ,nasfortunes 2 There arc 

' who conceal their Life, lo 
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more ſby of company, 


vir. Geng, -* Exilioque domes, ©& dulcia Limina mutant, 
lib. 2. | | "3 


Mr. 0gilby. 


| 


Some baniſh, do their native ſeats exchange, 
And. Countries under other Climats range. 


and withdraw them from the light of .qther 
mens, that avoid Health and -Ohegrfulneſs, 
as: dapgereus .and ;prejudiclal -Qualtes. Nat 
ply many: Sefts, but \mapy \People, curſe 
their Birth, and bleſs: their Death 3 and rhare 
is a Place where the Sup js,abominated, and 
darknels adord. We jaxe only 1ngenions an 
.nfng-our ſelves 311 ; ; tis the only quarry onr, 
Wits fly at 3 and Wit, when mufap 


ply '9,:is a 
dangerous:tool. 428 


O mi- 


O wretched men whoſe Pleſures are a Crime! 


Alas, poor, man, thou haſt inconveniencies that | s 
are inevitable enough without increafing them | 
by thine own 1nvention, and-.art miſerable 
enough by Nature, without being ſo by Art 3 
thou haſt real and eſſential Deformities enow, 
without forging thoſe that are imaginary: 
Dolt thou find that thou haſt not perform'd 
all the neceffary Offices that Nature has en- 
joynd thee, and that ſhe. is idle ia. thee 5 if 
thou doſt not oblige thy ſelf to more and 
new 2 Thou doſt not ſtick to infringe the uni+ 
verſal and undoubted Laws 3' bur ſtick'ſt cloſe 
to thoſe confederate and fantaſtick ones of thy 
own, .and by how much more particular, un: 
certain, and contradicted they are, by ſomuch 
thou employ'ft thy whole endeavour in them : 
The Laws of thy Pariſþ bind thee ; thoſe of 
the World concern thee not : run but a little 
over 'the Examples of this kind, thy Life is 
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fall of them. Whilſt the Verſes af theſe two: x C /"5.: 


Poets treat ſo reſervedly and diſcreetly of 
wantonneſs, as they. do, methinks, they diſco- 
ver.1it much more. - Ladies cover their Necks 
with -Net-work, as Prieſts do feveral {acred 
things, and Pazzters ſhadow thair Pictures to 
give them greater: luſtre : and, 'tis ſaid, that 
the Sup and Wind: ſtrike mare-violently. by 
Refletron than in a dire& Line. The A*gyp- - 
tian widely anſwer'd him who ask'd him _w_ 
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.: --  Cloax, ſaid he, that thou mayſt not 
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£65 —Seignear de Montaigne's Bayi. BookIll, 
-; - he had. under. his Cloak. ; it-is hid under m y 


know 


what it is: but there are certain other things 
that People hide only to ſhew them: Hear this 


that ſpeaKs'plainer, 


Ovid Am. 
lib. 1. Els. 


"And in theſe naked Arins of mine, PAYS 


Her naked "Body I did twine. 


Ex wudlums preſſe corpus adaſque meu... 


methinks,” L'am eviuch'd with the Expreſlion: 
Let Martiat tarn up Vers Coats as high as he 
can, he cannot- ſhew her ſo naked : te, who 


'Z 2 
P07 * gys alt that is:to-be ſaid, gluts and 


ys-on toguefs at more than 1s meant. 


noults 


es himſelf, draws 
here 1s 4 


kind of treachery m this ſort of Modelty, and 


ſpecially whilſt they halfopen, as they. 
fair a'/pathito-Imagmation; both the acti 


do, ſo 


on and 


» deſcription ſhould reliſh:theft. © The more re- 
ſpeQive; more; timorouns;'more coy, and fecret 
Love of the Spaniards 'and Italians pleaſe: me, 
I know not- who of old: wilh'd his weaſon: as 
long as that :ofa' Crane, that he might the lon- 
ger-taſte»what' he ſwallow'd: it had beew bet- 

1, ter wiſh'd-inthis quick and. precipitous Plea- 
fure, eſpecially in ſuch natures as mine,thathad 
the fault of "being too 'prompt. To. ſtop. its 


flight, and delay it with preambles, all things, 


a Wink; a'Bow;'a' Word; a Sign, fand;:for ta- 
- vour and recompence betwixt them, Were. it 


not an excellent piece of- Thrift in hi 


- 


m that 
could 
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could dine on the ſteam of the roaſt? 'Tis a Paſ- 
ſion that+mixes.very.little.with ſolid Eſfence, 
much more with vanity and-feverifh raving, 
and we are to reward and pay it accordingly. 
Let us teach the Ladies to value and eſteem 
themſelves, to amuſe and fool us: We givetthe 
laſt Charge at the firſt Onſet, the French im- 


petuoſity willſtill ſhew it ſelf. -By ſpinning x 
olaing them 1n ſmall . 


out theirifavours, and e 
parcels, even miſcrable 'old "Age it; ſelf will 
find ſome little ſhare of reward, according:to 
Its ba ——_— 3 Who:has no iruition bur 
tn fruition,who. wins nothing unleſs he ſwee 

the ſtakes:: :and who bad ciecinn m: - 
ichace but ''1n:'the quarry, ought not to:intro- 
duce himſelf in - our School. Fhe more-fteps 
-and gpreices.. there are, fo. much. higher: 
.more; honourable: is the uppermoſt Seat. : We 
ſhould take. a pleaſure an! being .conduded to 
it, as in maghificent Palaces,'by Portico's, En- 
tries, Tong; and- pleaſant: Galleries, by : many 


turns and windings. This diſpoſition of things - 


would turn to our advantage 3 we ſhould 
there longer :ftay, .and :Tonger Tovez without 


hope; and -withont deſire.we: proceed not 


worth a:pin-: :Our Conqueſt: and -intire poſ- 
ſeſhon is what they ought infinitely to dread : 
;when they wholly ſurrender themſelves up to 
{the mercy.of our Fidelity and Conſtancy, they 
: pun a mighty hazard 3 they are Virtues very 
rare, and'hard to be found, they areno ſoon- 
ours, but we are no more theirs. ; 


M Peſt 


| 
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;Pofbquam enpide mentis ſutiata libido oft, 
es; avetuere, whbil reregr curartt. 


When our Dofires ond Luſts d Luſts once 
For Oaths and Promiſes we | we little care. 


re, 


I". had: Tlrofdnides, * young man \of Greece, was 


Gin love with/his that having gain'd 
2 Miſtreſſes conſcht,he refus'd1o enjoy her,that 
heqnight not by fruition tion quench and | ſtupific 
the anquiet ardour-of which he was ſo proud, 
and with which he '{o pleaſed hirgfelf. Dear- 
71s 2 :Sance to: Mear. 'Do but obſerve 
how (much the manger of $atutation,particular 
to our Nation, has'by its facility'made Kiffes, 
*which' Socrates ſayes fo powerful and dange- 
-fous' for the ſtealing of Hearts, 'of no. eftcem, 
ix is a nauſcogs: and: injurious Cuſtom for the 

4ies, that they muſtbe oblig'd to lend their 
Lips to-every Fellow that has three Foot-men | 
-at his _ how naſty or delorm'd ocver': 


C ujus troida > ll caninis, 
 Dependet glacier, rigetque banba + 
| Cemtunns ocentrrere mualy rullifug.” w= 


e much by the bargaing 
World s divided, ifor. check beaugtfa] 
Women we -muſt kiſs threeſcore wply ones 3 
and to a tender Stomach, like thoſe of my | 


| Age, an ill kiſs over pays a good one, -In Ytaly 


they paſhonately court, even their common 
Wo- 


Chap, 5. Seignenur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Women, who proſtitute themſelves for mo- 
ney, and juſtifie the doing ſo, by laying, that 
there are degrees of fruition, and that by 
their Services they will procure themſelves 
that which 1s beſt and moſt intire. They ſell 


nothing but their Bodies, the Will is too free, 
and too much its own to be expos'd to fale ; 
ſo ſay theſe, that 'tis the Will they undertake, 


and they have reaſon 3 *Tis indeed the Will 
that we are to ſerve, and have to do withall. 


I abhor.to imagine mine in a Body without :: 
AfﬀeTion. And this madneſs is,methinks, Cou- 


ſin-German to that of the Boy, who would 
needs lye with the beautiful Statue of Vere, 
made by Praxiteles 3. or that of the furious 

who violated the dead Carcaſs of a 


Coyptian, 
Woman he was embalming : which was the + 


163 | 


f) 


occaſion of the Law afterwards made in Zgypr, The Corps 


that the Corps of beauriful young Women 


of bea 
2 ful Women 


uti- 


of thoſe of good Quality, ſhould be kept three kept three 


dayes, before they ſhould be delivered to thoſe 4yes in 
whoſe Office it was to take care for the In- (2? they 


Periander did more wonderfully, —_ 


terrment. 


who extended his conjugal Aﬀe&tion ( more © 


regular and legitimate ) to the enjoyment of 
his Wife Mel; after ſhe was dead. Does it 
not ſeem a Lunatick humour in the Mooz, ſee- 
ing ſhe could no otherwiſe enjoy her Dar- 
ling Endymion, to lay him for ſeveral Months 
aſleep, and to pleaſe her ſelf with the fruition 
of a Boy, who ſtirrd not but in his ſkep ? 


- 


L likewiſe ſay, that we love a Body without | ©o = 


a Sou}, when we love a Body without its con- 
M 2 ſent 


” 
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164 *Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
{* 8:7; x ſent and concurring deſire. All Enjoyments 
* are not alike : There are ſome that are He- 
rel_y' ick and Tanguifhing : a thouland other cau- 
fes beſides good Will may procure us this Fa- 
your from the Ladies : this is not a ſufficient 
teſtimony of 'Aﬀedtion * Treachery may lurk 
there as well as elſewhere : they ſomerimes go 
to't but by halves. 


tanquan thura merumque parent 
abſentem marmoreamve putes. 


1d. lib.11, - 
Epige 6 to 


——— 


You'd think them abſent, or elfe marble 

WO HADs $3 { were. 
X) T1 know ſome, who had rather lend that than 
their Coach, and who only impart themſelves 

* that way : You are to examin whether your 
company pleaſes . them upon any other ac- 
count, or like ſome ſtrong, chin'd Groom, for 

that only, and in what degree of favour you 

are with them. 


.. So coldly they unto the work prepare, 


m—— tibi fi datur uni 
uo lapide illa diem candidiore notet. 


Whether thy Miſtriſs favour thee alone, 
And mark thy day out with the whiter ſtone, 


Catullus, 


What if they eat your Bread with the ſauce 
of a more pleaſing imagination ? 


Tibulles, Te tenet, abſentes alios ſuſpirat amores. 


She kindly ſtrains thee in her Arms, but has 
Her thoughts the while fix'd tn another place. 
| What ? 


Book lit 
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Chap. 5- Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays.” 165 
What 2 have we not ſeen one in theſe days of | x) 
ours, that made uſe of this A& upon the ac-. 
count of a moſt horrid Revenge, by that 
means to kill, and poiſon,as he did, a beautifu 
Woman ? Such as know [aly, will not think 
it ſtrange, if for this Subje&, I ſeck not elſe- 
where for Examples : for that Nation may be 
call'd the Regent of the world in this : They 
have generally more handſome, and fewer yg- 
ly women than we : but for rare and excel- 
ling Beauties we have as many as they. I think 
the ſame of their Wits ; of thoſe of the com- 
mon ſort they have many, and evidently more, 
Brutality is without compariſon much rarer 
there 3 but in ſingular Souls, and thoſe of 
the higheſt Form, we are nothing indebted to 
them. If I ſhould carry on the compariſon, I 
might ſay, as touching Valour, that, on the 
contrary it 1s, to what it is with them, com- 
mon, and natural with us : but ſometimes we 
ſee them poſlcſsd to ſach a degree as ſurpaſ- 
ſes the moſt ſteady and obſtinate Examples we 
can produce. The Marriages of that Country 
are defective in this 3 Their Cuſtom common- 
ly impoſes ſo rude, and ſo {laviſh a Law upon 
, the Women, that the moſt remote Acquain- 
tance with a Stranger rendred neceſlarily ſub- 
ſtantial 5 and ſeeing that all comes to one ac- 
. count, they have no hard choice to make. And 
have they broken down the Fence 2 We may 
ſafely preſume they have, Lyxyria ipſes vin- 
culis, ſicut fera beſtia, irritata, deinde emiſſa. + 
| Luſt like a wild Beaſt, being more enragd by be- | * * H) 
f; M 3 | ing | 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IM. 

ing bound, breaks from his Chains with greater 
wildneſs, They muſt give them a little more 
Rein; | 


Ovid. Am. Vids ego mnuper equnm contra fua Frena tenacent 
L 3. Eleg-qe Ore reluFanti fluminis ire modo. 
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I faw, ſpite of his Bit, a head-ſtrong Colt 
Run with his Rider, like a Thunder-bolt. 


The deſire of Company is allay'd by giving a 
little Liberty. 'Tis a good Cuſtom we have m 
France, that our Sons are receiv'd mito the beſt 
Families, there to be entertam'd and bred up 
Pages, as Mm a School of Nobleſs, And ts 
ook upon as a diſcourteſje, and an affront 
to refuſe a Gentleman. I have taken notice 
( for ſo many Families ſo many differing forms) 
thar the Ladies who have been ftricteſt with 
their Maids, have had no better. luck than 
thoſe who allow'd them a greater Liberty. 
There ſhould be Moderation in all thmgs, one 
muſt leave a great deal of their Condu@ to 
their own Diſcretion 3 for, when all comes to 
aſl, no Diſcipline can curb them throughout. 
But 1t 15 true withall, that ſhe who comes off 
with flying Colours from a Schoot of Liberty, 
brings with her whereon to repoſe more Con- 
fidence, than ſhe who comes away ſound from 
- a ſevere and fin& Education, Our Fathers 
dreſsd up their Daughters looks in Baſhfulneſs 
and Fear, weoursm Confidence and'Affurance. | 
Weunderſtand nothing of the Matter. We muft 


leave 
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Chap. 5. Seigreur de Montaigne's E/ayd; 
leave it to the Sarmater, that are not to lye 


with a Man, till with their own hands 


have firſt kill'd another in BatteL P—— 


Diſcretion. For as the Story of Arifiippas fays, | 
f eaking to Two young men, who blufh'd to 
e him go into a ſcandalous Houſe; the Vice | 


1s in not coming out, not in going in. Lee 


her that has no care of her Conſcience, have 


yet ſome regard to her Reputation 3 and tho' 
ſhe be rotten within, let her carry a fair out- 
fide at leaſt, I commend a Gradation, and the 
deferring of time in beftowing of their Favours, 
Plato declares, that in all ſorts of Love, Faci- 
lity and Promptneſs are forbidden the Defen- 
dant. 'Tis a ſign of eagerneſs, ſo raſhly, ſud- 
denly, and hand over head wholly to furren- 
der themſelves, which they' ought to diſguiſe 
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with all the art they have. In carrying them- | ſy ve 


_ felves rhodeſtly and unwillingly 1n the grant- | 
ing theit laſt Favours, they much more allure | 
our defires, and hide their own. Let them ſtill | 
fly before us, even thoſe who have moſt mind | 


to be overtaken. They better conquer us by | 
flying, as the Scythians do. To fay the truth, | 


according to the law that Netzre has impos'd 
uponthem,it is not properly for them either to 
will, or defire 3 their part is to ſuffer, obey, 

M 4 and 
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163  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book If? 
and conſent : and: for this it is that Nature has' 


given them a perpetual Capacity, 
ts. but ſometimes, and incertain 5 


which in us - 
they are al- 


ways fit for the encounter, that they may be 
always ready when we are ſo. Patinate. And 


.| Whereas ſhe. has: orderd that our Apperites 


ſhall be manifeſt by a prominent Demonſtrati- 


on; ſhe would have-tbeirs to be 


hidden and 


conceal d within; and has furniſh'd them with 
Parts improper for Oltentation, and ſimply de- | 


fenfive. Such Proceedings as this 


that follows, 


Alexander muſt be left to the Amazonian Licence. Alex- 


and Thale- ,nder marching his Arm 
: A x Thaleſtris Queen of the 


three 
well mounted and arm'd, 


' thorough Hyrcavia, 
Amazons, came with 
red light- Horſe of her own Sex, 
having left the re- 


— 


mainder of a very great Army -that follow'd 
her behind the neighb'ring Mountains, to give 


him a Viſit; where ſhe publick] 


allow'd, and 


in plain terms told him, that the Fame of his 
Valour and Victories had brought her thither 


to:ſce him, and to make him an 


Offer of her 


Farces to affiſt him in the purſuit of. his En- 
terprizes : and that finding him ſo handſome, 


Or gr II 


Þraveſt -man then living, there might ſpring 


ſome great and wonderful Iſſue 


for the time 


to come. Alexander return'd her thanks for 


all the reſt ; but to give leifure for the accom- 


_ 


Pliſkment of her laſt demand, h 


e detain'd -her 


—— — — 


thirteen 
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Chap:'s. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 169 
thirteen days in that place, which were ſpent 

in Royal Feaſting and Jollity, for the welcome 

of ſo: noble a Princeſs. We arealmoſt through- » 

out incompetent and unjuſt Judges of their = 
Agions, as they are of ours. I confeſs the 
truth when it makes againſt me, as well as 
when 'tis on my fide. *Tis an abominable in- 
temperance- that puſhes them on ſo often to 
change, and that hinders them to limit their 
Aﬀettion to any one Perſon whatever; as is 
evident 1n that Goddeſs, to whom are attri- 
buted ſo many changes, and ſo many ſeveral Fe, 
Examorats's. But 'tis true withall, that 'tis tap] AF Te: 
contrary to the nature of Love, if it be not 
violent, and contrary tothe nature of Violence 
if it be conſtant. And they who make it a 
wonder, exclaim, and keep ſuch a clutter to 
find out the cauſes of this Frailty of theirs, as 
unnatural, and not to be believd 3 how comes 
It to paſs they do not diſcern how often they 
are themſclves guilty of the ſame, without any . 
Aſtoniſhment or Miracle at all > It would , "og : 
peradventure be more ſtrange to ſee the Paſ- ; ba 
ſion fixt. "Tis not a ſimply corporeal Paſſion. Afeions 
If there be no end in Avarice and Ambition, obs pony 
there is doubtleſs no more in Defire ; It {till change. 
lives after Saciety, and 'tis impoſſible to pre- 

ſcribe either conſtant Satisfaction, or end ; it 

ever goes beyond its poſſeſſion : and by that 

means Inconſtancy peradventure is in ſome ſort 
more as thaninus, They may yon 
plead as well as we the inclination to Variety nblein 
and Novelty, common tousboth. And fecond- 9% 


/ ly, 
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£70 Seigneur de Montaipne's Efayzr. Book JI. 
£ /* ly, without us, thatthey buy aPig in a poak, - 
a, "ko geen of Naples, caasd ber firft Husband 


re bd {eto be hang at the Baxrs of her Win- 
= dow ina Halter of Gold and Silk, woven with 


Fakes, fox ber own Hand, becauſe that in Matrimonial 
wor being performances, -ſhe neither found his Parts nor 
wha) Abilities anſwer the ExpeQation ſhe had con-' 
ceiv'd from his Stature, Beauty, Youth, and 
yi Activity, by which ſhe had been caught and 
2 55) deceiv'd. There 1s more pains requir'd in do- 
© Ing than in ſuffering ; and fothey areon their 
part always at Jeaſf provided for Neceſlity, 

x) whereas on our part it may fall out otherwiſe. 
= "4 For this Reaſon it was that Plato wiſely made 
ked before 4 Law, that before Marriage, to determine of 
Marriage. the fitneſs of the Perſons, the Judges ſhould 
ſee the young Men who pretended to it, ſtript 
ſtark naked, and the Women but to the Gir- 
« dle only. When they come to try us, they 
do not perhaps think us worthy of their choice. 


Man.l.y. Experta latus medidoque ſimillima loro 
Epig. 510 TInguina, nec laſſa ſtare cotta many, 
Deſerit imbelles thalamos 


"Tis not -enough that a man's Will be good, 
Weakneſs and Inſufficiency lawfully break a 
Marriage: ' 


Et querendume aliunde foret nervoſus illud, 
nod poſſet Lonam ſolvere virgineam. 


why not, aid according to her own ſcantling, 
and amorous inteltigence,more bold and ative? 


S3 


Catullus. 


Chap. 5- Syignewr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Si blando nequeat fupereſſe labori. 
If ſtrength they want Loves task to undergo. 


But is it not a great Impudence to offer our Old mens 


Imperfe&ions and Imbecillities, where we de- 
fire to pleaſe, and leave a good Opinion and 
Eſteem of our ſelves? For the little that I am 
able to do now, 


Mollis op#» 


w———— 4d UNHI8 


One bout a Night. 


E would not trouble a Woman, that I am to 
reverence and fear. | 


—— fage ſuſpicari, 
Cujus nndenum trepidavit etas 
claudare luftrun 


ſuſpect not him, 
One whoſe Love's Wild-fre Age doth throw 


it's cooling Snow, 


Nature ſhould fatisfie her fclf in having ren- 


| culous too, I hate to fee it, for one poor inch 
of pitifal Vigour, which comes upon it but 
. thrzea Week, toſtrut, and ſet out it ſelf with 
as mach eagerneſs as if it could do mighty 
feats, a true flame of Flax 3 and wonder to 
ſee it ſo boyt and bubble, at a time when it is 
fo congeal'd and extinguiſh'd. This A—_ 
ought 
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Virg. Georg. 
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Love fee- 


ble and im- 


perfe&, 
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Sir Richard 
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dred Age miſerable, without rendring it ridi- | | 
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 - ought not to appertain to any thing but the 
flower of beautiful Youth. Truſt not to it, be- 
cauſe you fee it ſeconds that indefatigable, full, 
conſtant, and magnanimous ardour that is in 
you, for it will certainly leave youin the lurch 
at your greateſt need; but rather return-it to 
ſome tender, baſhful, and ignorant Boy, who 
yet trembles at the Rod, and bluſhes, 


Amid. Indam ſanguineo veluti violaverit oftro 
GD. 12. $7 quis ebur, vel miſta rubent ubi lilia multa 
Alte roſs —== 


So Indian Ivory ſtreak'd with Crimſon ſhows, 
Or Lillies white mixt with the Damask Role. 


who can ſtay till the Morning without dying 
for ſhame to behold the diſdain of the fair 
Eyes of her who knows ſo well his fumbling 
1mpertinence 3 


Ovid Amo. taciti fe amen convitia, uul 
» Supa Et taciti fecere tamen co itia, ultus, 


and though ſhe nothing ſay, 
How ill ſhe likes my work, her looks betray. 
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he never had the ſatisfattion. and the glory of 
having cudgel'd them till they were weary, 
with the vigorous performance of one hero- 
ick Night. When I have-obſerv'd any one to 
be troubled: with me, I have preſently accusd 
her Levity 3 but-have been in doubt, if I had 
not reaſon rather to complain of .Nature, ny 

as 


_ Chap. 8. Stigneut de Montaigne's Eſagt. | 
has doubtleſs usd me very uncivilly, and un- 
kindly, . | 
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$3 non longa ſatis, fi non bene mientula craſſa : aerial 


Nimirum ſapiunt videntque parvame 
Matrone quoque mentulan illibenter. 


and done me a moſt irreparable injury. Every 
Member I have, as much one as another, 1s 
equally my own, and no other does more pro- 
perly make me a man than this, I univerſally 
owe my intire Picture to the publick. The 
Wiſdom of my Inſtruction wholly confiſts in 
Liberty, and naked Truth; diſdaining to in- 
troduce theſe little, feign'd, common, and pro- 
vincial Rules, into the Catalogue of its real 
Durties, all natural, general, and conſtant 3 of 
which Cvility and Ceremony are Daughters 
indeed, bat illegitimate. We are ſure to have 
the Vices of Apparence when we ſhall have 
had thoſe of Eſſence. When we have done 
with theſe, we run full drive upon others, if 
we find it muſt be ſo. For there is danger 
that we ſhall fancy new Offices, to excuſe our 
Negligence toward the natural ones, and to 
- confound them. That this is ſo, it is manifeſt, 
that in places where the Fanlts are Witch-crafts, 


the Witch-crafts are but Faxlts, That in Na- | 
tions where the Laws of Decency are moſt | 
rare, and moft remiſs, the primitive Laws of | 


common reaſon are better obſerv'd : the 1n- 
numerable multitude of ſo many Duries ſtifling 
and diffipating our Induſtry and Care. The 
Appl 
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they ſhould refuſe me the Liberty they allow 


things, diverts us from thoſe that are neceſlary 
and juſt. O, that theſe ſuperficial men take an 
ealie and plauſible way in compariſon of ours! 
Theſe are ſhadows wherewith we palliate and 
pay one another 3 but we do not pay, but 
inflame the reckoning towards that great Judge, 
who tucks up our rags and tatters above our 
ſhameful Parts, and is not nice to view us all 
Over, even to our inmoſt and moſt ſecret Nu- 
ditjes ; jt were an nfeful Decency of our 
maidenly Modeſty, could it keep hin1 from this 
Diſcovery. In fine, whoever could reclaim 
man from ſo ſcrupulous a verbal Superſtition, 
would do the. World no great diflervice. 
Our Life is divided betwixt Folly and Pru- 
dence. Whoever will write but what is reve- 
rFend and Canonical, wwll Teave above the one 
half behind. I do not excuſe my ſelf to my 
{elf, and 1f 1; did, it ſhould rather be for my 
Excuſes that 1 would excuſe my ſelf, than for 
any other Fault. I excuſe my ſelf of certain 
Humoaurs, which I thipk more ſtrong in num- 
ber than-thoſe that :are on my fide : In.conſt- 
deration of which, I will further fay this, Cor 
I delire to pleaſe every one, though it will be 
hard to do 3 eſſe unum hominem accommuda- 


tum ad tantam morum ac ſermonunm & volun- 


tat varictatem) that they ought not to con- 
demn me for what I make Authorities, receiv'd 


.and approyd of ſo-many Ages, to utter : and 


that there isno reaſon that for want of Rhyme 


EVEN 


Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſays. Book Ill, | 
Application of our ſelves to light and trivial 
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| Chap. s.' Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 175 
even to Church-men of our Nation, and time. 

Of which here are two, and of the briskeſt 
amongſt them 5 


Rimula, diſpeream, ni monogramma tua eft, Bra. 


Un vit damy ls contente, & bien traitte, St. Gelais 


beſides how many others. I love Modeſty, 
and tis not out of Judgment that I have cho- 
ſen this ſcandalous way of ſpeaking 3 'tis Na- 
ture that has choſen it for me : I commend it [1 
not, no more than other forms that are con- | 
trary 'to common uſance : but I excule it, and 
by Circumſtances both general and particular, 
alone the Accuſation. But to proceeds 
From whence alſocan that Uſurpation of ſove- 
reign Authority you take upon you over the 
Vomen, who favour you at their own expenoe, 


6 furtiva dedit nigre munuſcule noffe, Catullu. 


If in the filence of the Night | | 
. She has permitted ſtol'n delight. | 


fo that you preſently aſſume the Intereſt, Cold- _ 
[neſs, and Authority of a Husband, be deriv'd? - mY 
Tis a free contrad. Why do you not then | 
begin, as you intend to hold on ? There 1s no 
.preſcription upon voluntary things.” "Tis againſt 
the form; but it is true withall, that I m my 
time have. carried on this intrigue as much as 
the Nature of it would permit, as con 

ouſly, 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's: Eſſays. Book: Ill; 
ouſly, and 'with'as much colour of Juſtice, as 
any other contra whatever 3 and that I ne: 
ver pretended other Afﬀe&ion than what I re- 
ally had, and have truly acquainted them with 
the Declination, Vigour, and Birth. of the-farne, 
the Fits and Intermifſions: a man does not al- 
ways hold on at the ſame rate. .F have been 
ſo ſparing of my Promiſes, that I think I have 
been better than my Word. They have found 
me faithful to their Inconſtancy, eventoa pro- 
fels'd, and' fometimes a multiplied Inconſtan- 
cy. I never broke with them whilft E had. any 
hold art all; and what Occaſion foever they 
have given me, never/broke with themito Ha- 
tred or Contempt. For'ſuch Privacies, though 
obtain'd upon never ſo ſcandalous terms, do 
yet oblige to ſome good: Wall. I have ſome- 
times, upon their tricks and evaſtons,difcoyerd 
a little indiſcreet Anger and .Impatience:;: for 
I am naturally ſubje& to raſh Emotions, which 
though light and fhort,-often. fpoy}.my -Mar- 
ket. Would they freely have confulted my 
Judgment, I-ſhould not-hbave ſtuck to have 
given them ſharp. and paternal Counſels, and 
to have pinch'd them to the quick. If I have 


left them any cauſe to: complam of me,” *tis ra- 
ther. to have found in me, m compariſon of 
'the modern-uſance; a Love fooliſhly conſcien- 
- tious' that any: thing elſe;. F have kept; my 
'word in thivgs wherein I :might eafily have 


been diſpenc'd 3 they then ſometimes ſurren- 

dred themſelves with Keputation, and up 

Articles that they were wilhing enough ſhonld 
be 
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be broken by the (Zonquerour. I have more 
than once made Pleaſure -in its:greateſt effort 
Els be ores of he a 
where Reaſon importun'd-me, - have arm'd 
them againſt my ſelf 3 ſo-t order'd 
their affairs more decently and ſecurely by my 
Ryles, when. they frankly referr'd; themſelves 
to them, than they would have done by their 
own. I have ever, as much as I could, wholly 
taken upon my ſelf alone-the. hazard of bur 
aſfignations to acquit them, and have alwayes 
contrivd our meetings after the hardeſt and 
moſt unuſual manner, as leſs ſuſpe&ed,' and 
moreover, in my opinion, more acceflible. 
They are chicfly more open, where they think 
they are the moſt ſecurely ſhut. Things leaſt 
feard are leaſt interdited and obſerv'd. One 
may more boldly dare what no body thinks 
you dare, which by the difficulty becomes ea- 
fie. Never had any mart his approaches more 


T77- 
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impertinently genital 5 this way of loving is 


more according to my diſcipline : but how ri- 
diculous and ineffeftual to our People, who 


| better know than I? yetl ſhall not repent me 


of it, I have nothing there more to loſe. 
$7 | me tabula ſacer 
Votiva paries, indicat uvida 
Pehimerta Maris Dev 
For me, my votive table ſhows 


Upon 


Horat.lib; 
Ode 5. 


Sir Ri ch, 


- That I have Range up my wet clothes #ahov- 


FF wit Seigyeur de Montalgnes Efays, Book II: 
| | 2rdlet Upon'the Temple Wall 
 'Of Sea's great Admral. 


"Tis now my time to ſpeak out. But I might 
peradventure fay,' as another would do, Thou 
| talkeſt idly, my friend, the Love of thy time 
has:latle Commerce with Faith and Integrity, 


Terence. URS gt hec [7 it poſinles 
-—=—H_ :''Ratione certa facere, nihilo plus agas, 
a Rum fi des operant, ut cum ratione inſanias, 


' - : Theſe things if thou wilt undertake, 
| By Reaſon, permanent to make 5 
This will be all 'thou'lt get by it, 
'Wiſely to run out of thy Wit. ' 


On the-contrary alſo, if it were for me to be- 
gin again, in earneſt it ſhould be by. the ſame 
method, and _ ſame progreſs, how fruitleſs 
ſoever it might prove. Folly and Ignorance 
are pci, 3 1n an nt Baa ation. 
The farther I go from their bnmour in this, T 
approach ſo mach nearer to my own. As to 
+, the reſt; in this traffick, I would not ſuffer my 
ſelf to be totally carried away, I would pleaſe 

| my ſelf in it, but would not forget my ſelf 
withall : I would keep the little 'Sence and 
Diſcretion that Natnre has given me, intire 
for their ſervice and-my own : a little Emo- 
tion, but no Dotage. My Conſcience ſhould 
| alſo be engagd 1n it, even ro Debauch and 
Diffolution 3 but iſo far as to- Ingratitude, 
'Trea- 


— 
d 
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| Chap, 5. Seightenr de Montdighe's Bye. 

Freachery, Malice and Cruelty; never. I would 
not -purchace the pleafure 'of 'this Vice at 
any. rate, but contetit my ſelf with its pro- 
per and fitnple expence. Nnlluzm intra ſe vi- 
tins eft, Nothing is a Vice in it ſelf. I al- 
moſt equally hate a ſtupid and ſlothful Lazi- 
neſs,-as I do'a toilffome and painful' Employ- 
ment 3 the one pinches, the other layes me 
aſleep. I like-wounds as well as bruiſes, and 
chts as well asdry blows. I found in this Com- 
merce, when'I was the moſt able for it, a juſt 


moderation betwixt theſe Extreams. Love is 2 


ſpritely, lively, and gay Agitation, I was nei- 
ther troubled nor afflited with it, but heated, 
and-' mgreover ' diſorder'd 5 a man muſt ſtop 


there : it hurts no body but fools. A young ,,v von 


tan ask'd the Philoſopher Paretins, if it was 
becomming a wile man to be 1in Love ? Left 


the'wiſe ma# look to that, anſwet'd he, but bet | 
0t thou and 1, who are not ſo, ingage our ſelves 


in ſo ftirririg and violent an affair, that will 
flave ns to others, and render ns contemptible to 
onr ſelves. He ſaid trae : that we are not to 
rritruſt a thing ſo prectpitous in it ſelf, to a 
Soul that has not wherewithall to withſtand 
its aſſaults, and diſprove the ſaying of Age//- 
Lys, that Prudence and Love cannot live to- 


gether. 'Tis a vain Employment, 'tis true, in- + 


decent, ſhameful, and unlawful ; but to carry 
it on after this manner, I look uponit as whole- 
fome, arid proper to enliven a drowſie Soul, 


and to rouze up a heavy Body. And, as an x £nodr 


experienc'd ws preſcribe 1t to 


a Man 


nd 
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a man of my form and condition, as ſoon as 

| r-) any other Recipe, whatever, to rouze and keep 
. . « « ws * 1 WSenammatl 

bim in vigour till well advanc'd in years, and: 


to defer the approaches of Age, whilſt: we are 

bar in che Sabatbe,andthar the Pulſe yet beats. 

_— Dum nova canities,dum prima &: refa ſeneFuc, 

© _ New ſupereſt Lacheſt quod torqueat,@&5- pedibus me 

Porto mes, nullo dextram ſubeunte bacilo. 

| | (11 it, 

Sir Robert Whilſt Age (trait-ſhouldred hath ſome yourh 

Stapleron. Whilſt my hair's gray, whilſt there's: a- rem: 
nant yet | | 


For Lacheſis to ſpin, whilſt I walk on 
My-own Legs, need no ſtaff to lean upon. 


We have need*to be trinckled and tickled by 

{ome ſuch niping incitation as this. Do but 

oo what Youth, Vigour, __ Gayety it 

ca ,anſpird Anacreon withall. And Socrates, who 
7 : was then older than I, ſpeaking of an amorous 
Object, Leaning, ſaid he, my Shoulder to her 
Shoulder, and my Head to hers, as we were rea- 

ding together in a Book, I. felt, without diſſem- 

bling, a ſudden ſting in my Shoulder like the 

biting of a Flea, which I ſtill felt above five days 

after, and a continnal itching crept into my Heart. 

What only an accidental touch, and of a Shoul- 

der, to heat and alter a Soul mortified and 

enerved by Age, and the ſtricteſt liver of, all 

X) Mankind'? And pray why not? Socrates was 

a Man, and would neither be, nor be like any 

other thing. Philoſophy does not_contend 

againſt 


Chap: 5: Seigneur de Montaigne's Efays. 18 
againſt natural Pleaſures, provided they be'Natural 


_ y : Pleaſures 
moderate : and only preaches Moderation,not *FM%-: 


4 total abſtinence. The power of reſiftance is moderate. 


employ'd againſt thoſe that are adulterat, and 
introduc'd by Innovation. Philoſophy fays, that. wyyg=9%F* 
the Appetites of the Body ought not to be 
augmented by the Mind 3 and ingeniouſly 
warns us not- to ſtir up Hunger by Saturity, 
not to ſtuft inſtead of filling the Belly,to avoid 
all Fruition' that may bring us to want, an 
all Meats and Drinks that procure Thirſt 
and Hunger : As ſhe does in the ſervice of 
Love, ſhe there preſcribes us 0. take ſuch an 
object as may only ſimply fatishe the Bodies 
real need, = wc not ſtir the Soul, which 
ought only barely to follow and affiſt the Bo- 
dy, without mixing in the affair. But have I - 
not reaſon. to believe, that theſe Precepts, 
which nevertheleſs, in my opinion, are elſe- 
where very ſevere, are only dire&ed to a Bo- 
dy in 1ts belt, and beſt performing plight : 
and that in a Body broken with Age, 'as 1n- a x £ <, ovf" 
weak Stomach, 'tis excuſable to warm and ſup- 
port it by Art, and by the mediation of the 
Fancy, to reſtore the Appetite, and cheerful- 
neſs it has loſt in it ſelf, May we not fay, that fi.) 
FREE 1 nothing in us during this earthly Pri- 
on that 1s purely either corporeal or ſpiritual; 
and that = Wjatoady 4 up a man alive 3 
and that it ſeems but reaſonable that we ſhould 
carry our felves as favourably at leaſt againſt 
the uſe of Pleaſure, as we do againſt that of 
Pain ?' It was( for example) vehement even to 
N 


3 per- 
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 Seignevr de Montaigne's Bſſayy, Book.Ilh, 
. perfeRtion- in; the, Souls of the; Saints by Re- | 


PRIN : the Body had there naturally. a 
hare by the right of Union, and yet might 


have but little part in the Cauſe 3, and yet are 


they not contented that it ſhould barely fol- 
low, and affiſt the afflicted Soul. They haye 
afflicted it by it ſelf, with grievous and pecy- 


har torments, to the end, that by emulation 


of one another, the Soul and Body: might 
plunge man into, miſery, by ſo much more ſa- 
Iutiferous as it is more painful and. ſevere.” In 
hike manner, 1s it not 1njuftice in bodily plea- 
ſares to ſubdue and keep under the Soul, and 
ſay, that it muſt therein be drag'd along, as to, 
ſome enforc'd and. fervile obligation and ne- 
ceility 2 Tis rather her part to botch and che- 
riſh them, there to preſent her ſelf, and to 1n- 
vite them, the Authority of Ruling belonging 
to her, as 1t 1s alſo her part, in my opinion, 
in Pleaſures that are proper to.her, to inſpire 
and intuſe into the Body all the reſentment it 
1s capable of, and to ſtudy how to _ it 
pleaſant and uſcful to uw. For 1t/1s rea- 
ſon, as they ſay, that the Body Thould-1 not 
purſue its Appetites to the prejudice of the 
Mind ; but why is it not alſo. reaſon that the 
Mind. ſhould not purſue hers, to the prejudice 
of the Body ? I have no othes Paſſion to keep 
me in breath. What Avarice, Ambition, Quaz- 


xls. and Suits do. to others, who, 1ke me, 
have no particular, Vocation, Love would . 


much more_commodioufly do.3 8 would re- 
ſtore to me Vigilancy,  Sobriety, Grace, _ 
| | the 
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the care of my. Perſon. It would re-aſlure my. 
countenance, that the four looks, thoſe de-: 
form'd, and to be pitted ſour looks of old 
Age, might not ſtep in to diſgrace it 3 would 
again put me upon ſonnd and. wike ſtadies, by 
which I might render my ſelf more lov'd and 
eſteem'd, cleartng my mind of the deſpair of - 
it ſelf, and of its Uſe,” and, redinvigrats it to 
it ſelf z would divert me from a thonſand 
troubleſome thoughts, and aithouſand mclan- 
cholick Humours, that Idlenefs and the il! 
poſture of our Health loads us withall at fach 
| an Age 3 would warm again, in Dreatms at 

leaſt, the Blood that Nature has given over ; 
would hold up the Chin, and. a- little ſtretch 

\ out the Nerves, the vigours, and gayety of 

Life of that poor man who is going full drive 

toward his ruine. But I very well underſtand 

that it is a commodity very hard to recoyer : 

by Weakneſs and long Experience our tafte is 
become more delicate and nice : we ask moſt, 
} when we bring leaſt 3 and will have the moſt 
” choice, when we leaſt deſerve to be accepted: 
and knowing our ſelves for what we are, we 
are leſs confident and more diſtruſtfu], nothing 
can aſſure us of being belov'd, conſidering 
our condition and theirs. I am out of counte- 
nance to. ſee my ſelf in. company with thoſe 
young wantort creatures, 


. "” half on d af K 


-f@ TY 


WH oo DEED DI Wk PE ont rn en Ee I TC Kee! -—_ 


Cujus inindomuo confentier 1NgHINe HerUNS, Hirat. 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book INI 
to what end fhovld we go infinuate our mi- 
fery with their gay and ſpricely humour ? 


bi 
L 


Poſſert ut juvenes viſcre fervidi, 
' Mwlio non ſine riſu, 
Dilapſam in cineres facem. 


_ Sir Thomas Fhat Youth inflamed may behold: 
Hawkins. Not without laughter, and much ſcorn, 


A burniog Torch to Aſhes worn. 


— — 


x) young Girl he made love to, Friend, the hook 
N will not ſtick, in ſuch ſoft cheeſe. It is a Com- 

A” / ey k . nn——y 
& lo /7 | merce_that requires relation and correſpon- 
F: © dence: the other Pleaſures we receive may 


, 
aw” 


be acknowledg'd by recompences of another 
nature : but this 1s not to be paid but with 
the ſame kind of Coin. In earneſt, in this ſport, 


c ovþ<-;\the Pleaſure I give does more tickle my ima- 


o 2 
” 


gination, than that they give me. Now, as he 

, has nothing of generofity in him that can re- 
) ceive a courteſie where he conferrs none, it 
muſt needs be a mean Soul that will owe all, 
and can be contented to maintain a Friend- 

. ſhip with Perſons to whom he is a continual 

| charge. 


Chap. 5. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
charge. There is no Beauty, Grace, nor Priva- 
cy ſo exquiſite, that a gallant man ought to 
defire at this rate. If they only can be kind to 
us-out of Pity, I had much rather dye than 
live upon Charity. I would have right to ask 
in the ſtyle that I ſaw ſome beg in Italy, Fate 
ben per v0i, Do good for your ſelf ; or after the 
manner that Cyr exhorted his Souldiers, Who 
loves me, follow me. Conſort your {elf ( ſome 
one will ſay to me) with Women of your 
own condition, whom, the company of one 
of the fame Age will render more eaſe to 
your deſire. O ridiculous and ſtupid compo- 
ſition | 

| nolo 


Barbam vellere mortuo Leoni. 


Rouſe not a ſleeping Lioneſs, 
Xenophon lays it for an objetion. arffl an accu- 


ſation againſt Menon, that he never made love 
ro any but old Women ; for my part, I take 
more pleaſurein ſeeing only the juſt and ſweet 
mixture of two young Beauties : or only to 
meditate of it in my fancy, than to be my ſelf 
an Acor in the ſecond with a deform'd crea- 


ture. I leave: that fantaſtick Appetite to the 


Emperour Galba, that was only for old cur- 
ried fleſh : and to this poor wretch, ; 


O, ego Di faciant talen te cernere poſſam, 
Charaque mutatis oſcula ferre comis, 
AmpleSique meis corpns non pingue lacertis. 
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Beauries: 
# x) reckon'd 
4 BY _ amongſt Fe 
Deformi- quire the Beauty that Nature had deny'd her, 


2 [07 * Painted » And amongſt rhe 


tics, 


=) 
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O, would to HFavens that, ſuch I might thee ſee, 
To kils thoſe Locks, gray wich Antiquity, 
And thy lank wither'd Body to embrace. 


> Deformities, I reckon forcd 
and artificial Beauties. Emorez, a young Cur- 
tezan of Chios, thinking by fine dreſſing to ac- 


came to the Philoſopher Arcefilazs, and ask'd 
him, If it was poſſible for a wiſe man to be in 
love, Ter, reply'd he, provided it be not with a 
farded and adulterated Beauty, like thine, The 
Deformity_of a. confeſs'd Antiquity, is not to 
me ſo deſpiſeable and nauſeous, as another 
that is poliſh'd and plaiſterd up. Shall I ſpeak 
it without the danger of having my Throat 
cut? Love,in my Opinion,is not properly and 
naturally 1n its Seaſon, bur in the Age next to 


Throne, « Child- hogd 5 


Hr. lib. 2 


Ode 5. 


- Puem ſi puellarum inſereres choro, 


Mille ſagaces falleret hoſpites, 
Diſcrimen obſcurum, ſolutis 
Crinibus, ambiguoque vulty. 


Whom ſhould you with diſhevell'd Hair, 
And that ambiguous face, bring in 
Amongſt the Chorus of the fair, 
He would deceive the ſubtleſt there, 
So. ſmooth, ſo roſie is. his Skin. 


nor beauty neither. For whereas Homer ex- 
tends it ſo far as to the budding of the ns 
ato 
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Plato: himſelf has obſerv'd it for rare. And the 
reaſon why the Sophiſt Dzox. call'd the firſt 
appearing Hairs. of adoleſcence, Ariſtogitons, . 
and Harmodii, 1s ſufficiently known. I find it 
1n virility already 1n ſome fort a little out of 
date, though not ſo much as in old Age. 


Hor. L, 4» 


 Importunus evim tranſuolat aridas ; 
Oae 13, 


Quercus. 


Love reſtleſs with quick motion flies 
From wither'd Oaks, 


And Marguerite, Queen of Navarre, like 2 Wo- x) 
wan, does very far extend the Advantage of 
omen, ordaining, that 1t-15 time at. tharty 


years old,to. convert the title of Fair into that 


oyer our lives, *tis ſo much the better for us. 
Do but obſerve his Comportment 3 'tis a 
beardle(s Boy, that knows not how they pro- 
ceed 1n his School, contrary to all Order; Stu- 
dy, Exerciſe, and Uſance, are ways for Inſuf- 
ficiency to proceed by. There Novices rule, 
Amor ordinem neſcit. Love knows no Order. Divu * 
Doubtleſs his. condut& is mych more graceful, #7: 
when mixt with Inadvertency and. Trouble : 
Miſcarriages and 1ll Succeſles give him Appe- 
tite and Grace, provided it be ſharp and eager, 
| 'tis no great matter whether it be prudent or 
| no. Do but obſerve how he goes reeling, 
tripping, and playing : you put him in the 
Stocks when you guide him by Art and wo 
| om, 
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dom, and he is reſtrain'd of his Divine Liberty 
when put into thoſe hairy and callous Clutch- 
es.. As to the reſt, I oft hear them ſet ont this 
Intelligence, as intirely ſpiritual, and diſdain 
to put the intereſt the Senſes there have into 
Conſideration. Every thing there ſerves turn; 


b* [ity but I can ſay that I have often ſeen, thar we 


have excus'd the weakneſs of their Under- 
{tandings, in favour of their outward Beauty 
bur have never yet ſeen that in favour of a 
mind, how mature and well-diſpos'd ſoever, 
any. one would lend a hand to ſupport a Body 
. that was never ſo little decay d. Why does 
not ſome one make an attempt to make that 
noble Socratical Contrat and Union of the 
Body to the Soul, purchaſing a philoſophical 
and ſpiritual Intelligence and Generation at 
the price of his Thighs, which 1s the higheſt 


xrf FLY: prick it can amount to ? Pkito ordains in his 


aws , that he who has perform'd any fignal 
and advantageous Exploit in War, may not be 


refusd during the whole Expedition, his Age, 
or Deformity notwithſtanding, a kiſs, or any 


other amorous Favour from any whatever. 


"Oo 
& 4 47) What he thinks to be ſo juſt in Recommenda- 


” tion of Military Valour, why may it not be 
the ſame in Recommendation of any other 
good Quality? And why does not ſome Wo- 
man take a fancy to prepotleſs over her Com- 

- panions the Glory of this chaſte Love ? I may 
well ſay chaſte, | 


#4778 


Chaps 5: Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 189 


—— am ſi quando ad prelia ventum eff Vie Gere, 
Us quondam in ſtipulis magnus ſine viribus emis 
Incaſſum furit. — 


For-when to joyn Love's Battel they engage, Mr. vol 
 LikeFiremStraw they fondly ſpend their rage: | 


the Vices that are ſtifled in the thought are | 
not the worſt. To conclude this notable Com- [ 
mentary, which has eſcap'd from me in a Tor- | 
rent of babble, a Torrent ſometimes impetu- | 
- ous and offenſiye : 


Ut miſſum ſponſi furtivo m munere malum,  Catulins, 
rocurrit caſto Virginis e gremio : | 
Puod miſere oblite molli ſub veſte locatum, | i 

Dum adventu matris profilit, excutitur, is 
Atque illud prono preceps azitur decurſn, [ 
Huic manat triſti conſcins ore rubor. 


' As a fair Apple, by a Lover ſent | 
To's Miſtriſs, for a private Complement, th 
Does tumble from the roſie Virgins lap, | 
Where ſhe had quite forgot it by miſhap 3 
When, ſtarting at her Mothers coming mn, 

It is ſhak'd out her Garments from between, 
And rouls over the Floor before her Eyes, 
A guilty bluſh her fair Complexion dyes. 

I fay that Males and Females are caſt in the |93<C C-l- 

ſame Mould, and that Education and Uſage | 

excepted, the difference is not great : Plato | 2) 

indifferently invites both the one and the - | 

OtNcr 
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l | 3x Other. to the; Saciety of all;Studics, Exerciſes, 
2 | ad Commands, both Military and. Civil, in 
the Common-Wealth 3 and-the. Philoſopher 
Antiſthenes took away all diſtinftion betwixt 
«4... their Virrne and ours. It is'tuch rmore eafle 
to: acctſe one Sex, than eo excule the other; 

\ 'Tis according to the Proverb, 17 may Vice 


— 
| - . % 


corre Sin," 
4/727; CHAP. VI. 
Of Coaches. 


67.7: 8 JT is very ealie to make it appear, that great 
Authors, when they write of Cauſes; do 
not only make uſe. of thoſe they think to be 
the true Cauſes indeed; bur alſo of thoſe they 
believe.are not fo,provided theix.Works may 
be illuſtrated with the Beauty of Invention. 
They ſpeak true, and uſefully enough, if it be 
- 1ingemiouſly, We cannor make our ſelves fare 
of the fupream Cauſe, and therefore clutter a 
great many together, to fee if it may not acci- 
dentally be among(t them, 


Larer. L.6. ramque unam dicere cauſam, 
Non ſatis eſt, verum plures unde una tamen ſit. 


Mr.Creech, And thus my Muſe a ſtore of Cauſes brings 3 
' For here, as mathoufand other things, 
Though by one ſingle Cauſe tif effe& is done? 
Yet ſince 'tis hid, a thonfand maſt be ſhown, * 
Fhat we may ſurely hit that fmygle one, by J 
my 
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Ig 


Will you ack me, whence the Guſtoms of bleſ- Why they, /. ., p 


fing thoſe that Sneeze ? we break- Wind three os you 
ſeveral ways; that which fallies from below when you 


is too filthy 3 that which breaks -out from the 
Mouth carries with it ſome reproach of having 
eaten too much; the third Eruption is Snee- 
zing, which,becauſe 1t proceeds from the Head, 
and is without offence, we give it this civil 
Reception ; Do not laugh at this diftintion, 
for they ſay 'tis Ariſtotle's. I think I have read 
in Plutarch (which of all the Authors I ever 

onvers'd with, is he who has 'beſt 'mixt Art 
ith Nature, and Judgment with Knowledge, ) 
giving a Reaſon for the riſing of the Stomach 
in thoſe that are at Sea, that it is occaſion'd by 
fear, having foand 'out ſome reaſon by which 
he proves, that fear may produce fuch an Ef- 


CZE: 


Pl, dank ) 


Fed fog) | 


fect : I, who am very ſubjeQ to vomit, know yy, peo. 
very well that that Cauſe concerns not me ple are apc 


and know it not by Argument, but by necefſa- 279mm 


ry Experience, without inſtancing what has 
been often told me ; that the ſame thing oft 
happens mn Beaſts, eſpecially Hogs, when out 
of all apprehenſion of danger 3 and what an 
Acquaintance of mine has told me of himſelf, 
that being very ſubje& to it, the Diſpoſition 
to vomit has three or four times gone off him, 
being very much afraid 1n a violent Storm, as 


ut periculum mihi ſuccurreret, I was too much 
troubled for my danger to relieve me. I was ne- 
ver afraid upon the Water, nor indeed 1n any 
other peril (and I have had enow before 


my 


2 
Z) 


. 


it hapned to that ancient. Pejus vexabar quam Seneca, 
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/ my eyes, that have been juſt enough, if death 


ho. " be one): ſo/ as to be aſtcniſh'd and to loſe my 


adgment, + Fear ſprings ſometimes as well 
[2m want of Judgment as from want of Cou- 
rage. All. the dangers I have been in I have 
look'd 'upon without winking, with an open, 
ſound, and intire Sight 3 and beſides, a- man 
muſt have courage to fear: It has formerly 
ſerved me-better than ſome others, ſor to order 
my retreat, 'that it was, it not without fear, 
nevertheleſs without afiright and aſtoniſhment. 
It was ſtirrd rindeed, but not amazed nor ſtu- 
Pified. Great Souls go yet much farther, and re-" 
preſent flights, not only ſound and temperate, 
but moreover fierce. Let us make a Relation 
of that which Alcibiades reports of Socrates, 
his fellow in Artns : [ found him, ſays he, after 
the rout of our Army, him and Lachez in the 
. rear of thoſe that fled, and conſidered him at my 

leiſure, and in ſecurity, for I was mounted upon 

a good Horſe, and he on foot, and had ſo fought. 

I took motice in the firſt place, how much Judg- 

ment and Reſolution he ſhew'd in compariſon of 
Lachcz, and. ther the bravery of his march, 
nothing different from his ordinary gate 5 his 
ſight firm and regular, conſidering and judging 
what paſs d about him, looking one while upon 
thoſe, and then upon others, Friends and Ene- 
' mies, after ſuch a manner as incourag'd the one, 
and ſignified to the others, that he would ſell his 
life dear to any one ſhould attempt to take it from 
him, and ſo they came off 3 for People are not 
willing to attack ſuch kind of men, but por; 
ue 
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throws us into dangers as aninconſiderate _ 


eLeba BE. E AL.. t 3 © _ A 


ſue thoſe they ſee are in a Fright.. This is the 
Teſtimony of this great Captain, which teaches 


us what we my day ſee, that nothing ſo much /<' 445 £5%; 


neſs of getting our ſelves clear of them, 
timoris minus eſt, eo minus ferme pericula e . Lim 
When'there is leaſt fear there is for the moſt part * ** 

leaſt danger. Qur People are too blame to ſay « + «2® 774 
that ſuch a one is afraid of Death, when he 
expreſſes that he thinks of it and fore-ſees it : 
Fore-ſight is equally convenient in what con- @/ *) 
cerns us, whether good or ill. To confider i 
and judge of the danger, 1s in ſome ſort the re- 

verſe to being aſtoniſh'd. I do not find my - 

ſelf ſtrong enough to ſuſtain the force and im- 
petuoſity of this Paſſion of Fear, nor of any 
other vehement Paſhon whatever : If I was 
once conquered and beaten down, I ſhould 
never rife again very ſound. Whoever ſhould 
once make my Soul loſe her footing, would ne- 
ver ſet it upright again : ſhe retaſts and re- 
ſearches her (elf too profoundly, and too much 
to the quick, and therefore would never let 
the wound ſhe had receiv'd heal and cicatrize: 
It has been well for me that never any fick- 
neſs has yet diſcompos'd it : At every charge 
made upon me, I make my utmoſt oppoſition 
and beſt defence 3 by which means the firſt 
that ſhould rout me, would make me for ever 
rallying again 3 I have-no after game to play. 
On which fide ſocver the inundation breaks 
my banks, I lye open, and am drown'd with- 
out remedy. Epicurns yy that a wiſe Man can 


never 
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never become a Fool; and I have an Opinion re- 
verſe to this Sentence, which ts, that who has 
ance been a very Fool, will never after be ve- 

wiſe. God grant me Cold according to my 
cloth, and Paſhons proportionable to the means 
'T haveto withſtand them. Nature having laid 
me gpen on the one fide, has coverd me on 
the other; having difarm'd me of ſtrength, ſhe 
has arm'd me with infen{ibility, and an appre- 
henfion that 1s either regular or dull. Now [I 
cannot long endure (and when I was young 
much Jeſs endur'd ) exther Coach, Litter, or 
| Boar, and hate all other riding but on Horſe- 
back, both in the City and Countrey. But I 
can worſe endure a Litter than a Coach, and 
by the ſame reaſon, better a rude Agitation 
upon the Water, from whence fear is. produc'd, 
than the motions of a Calm. At the little jerks 
of Oars, ſtealing the Veſſel from under us, I 
find I know not how both my Head and my 
Stomach. diſorderd-: neither can I endure to 
fit upon a tottering Stool. When the Sail, or 
the Current carries us equally, or that we 
are tow'd, thoſe equall agitations do not di- 
ſturb me at all. Tis an interrupted Motion 
- that offends me, and moſt of all when moſt 
flow: I cannot otherwiſe expreſs it. The Phy- 
ſicians have order'd me to ſqueeze and gird 
my ſelf about the bottom of my Belly with a 
Napkin to remedy this accident 5 which-how- 
ever I have not try'd, being accuſtomd to 
wreſtle with my own defe&ts, and overcome 
them by my ſelf. Would my Memory ſerve 
me, 
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me, I ſhould not think my time ill fpent in 
ſetting down here the infinite variety that Hi- 
ſtory preſents us of the uſe of Coaches in the 
Service of War: various according to the Na- 
tions, and according to the Ages; 11 my Opi- 
nion, of great necefiity and cfie& : fo that it 
is a wonder that we have loſt all knowledge 
of them. I will only ſay this, that very lately, 
mm our Fathers time, the Hzzgarians made ve- 
ry advantagous uſe of them againſt the Tarks 3 
having in every, one of them a Targetter and 
a Musket, and a number of Harquebuſeers 
drawn up, ready, and charg'd, and all cover'd 


T95 


with a * Paveſade hike a Gallzot. They made * a De- 
the Front of their Battel with three thouſand fence of 


fuch Coaches, and after the Canon had playd, — 


made them all pour in their ſhot upon the one ano- 


Enemy, and made them ſwallow that Volley 
before they taſted of the reſt 3 which was no 
little advance and that done, the ſaid Chariots 
chargd into their Squadrons to break them, 


and make way for the reſt : beſides the uſe ' 


they might make of them to flank their Bodies 
in a place of danger marching in the Field, or 
to cover a 2uarter, and fortihie it in haſte. In 
my time, a Gentleman in one of our Frontiers, 
unweildy of Body, and not being able to pro- 
cure a Horſe able to carry his weight, having 
a Quarrel, rid up and down in a Chariot of 
this faſhion, and found great Convenience in 
it, But let us leave theſe Chariots of War. As 
if the infignificancy of Coaches had not been 
ſufficiently known by better proofs, the laſt 
O 2 
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Kings of our firſt Race travell'd in a Chariot 
drawn by four Oxen. Mark Anthony was the 
© i firſt at Rozze that causd himſelf to be drawn in 

ll a Coach by Lons, and a finging Wench with 


I! x) | him. Heliogabalus did fince as much, calling 
Fo p himſelf C Tek the Mother of. the Gods 3 and Þ 

| | allo by 7igers, taking upon him the Perſon of | 
| the G2 Bacchas, he alſo ſometimes harneſsd | 

| two Stags to his Coach, another time four 
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J Dogs, and another, four naked Whores,cauſing 
"A! | himſelf to be drawn by them in Pomp, ſtark 
I 7) naked too. The Emperour Firmus causd his 
* Chariot to be drawn by Oſtriches of a prodigi- 
' ous fize, ſo that it ſeem'd rather to fly, than 
*roul. The ſtrangeneſs of theſe Inventions puts | 
' Hill this other Fancy in my head 3 that it is a kind # 
| Wi The exce- of Pafillanimity in Monarchs, and a Teſtimo- | 
| Yi _ ny that they do not ſufficiently underſtand | 
it Monarchs themſelves what they are, when they ſtudy to | 
21 — make themſelves honour'd, and to appear great 
it y of puſi n 
1 lanimty. by exceſſive Expence. It were indeed excuſa- 
>,5."* ble in a foreign Country, where they are Stran- 
| gers 3 but among(t their 'own Subjeas, where 
-[f | they are in Sovereign command, and may do 
| | | what they pleaſe, it derogates from their Dig- 
| nity, the moſt ſupream degree of Honour, to 
| . Which they can arrive. As, methinks, it 1s ſu- 
[4 tov bs) perfluous in a private Gentleman to go finely 
| -" dreſsd at home 5 his Houſe, his Attendents, ; 
g:: - _ and his Kitchin, ſufficiently anſwer for him. 
| ov -£5) The advice that Iſocrates gives his. K ing, ſeems 
to be grounded upon Reaſon 3 that he ſhould 
be ſplendid in Plate and Furniture: foraſmuch 
as It 
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as It is an expence of duration, that devolves 
to his Succefſors; and that he ſhould avoid all 
Magnificences that will in a ſhort time be for- 
got. I lov'd to go fine when I was a young- 
er Brother, for want of other Ornament, and 
it became me well : there are ſome upon 
whom their rich cloaths .weep. We have 


$ ſtrange ſtories of the frugality of our Kings ' 


about their own Perſons, and in their pifts : 
Kings that were great both in Reputation, Va- 
lour, and Fortune. Demoſthenes mightily ſtic- 
kles againſt the Law of the City, that afſign'd 
the publick Money for the Pomp of their pub- 
lick Playes and Feſtivals : he would that their 
Greatneſs ſhould be feen in the number of 
Ships well equipt, and good Armies well pro- 
vided for. And there 1s good reaſon to con- 
demn T heophraſizs, who, in his Book of Rich- 
es, has eſtabliſh'd a contrary opinion, and 
maintains that ſort of Expence to be the true 
fruit of Abundance. They are delights, ſays 
Ariſtotle, that only pleaſe the baſer ſort of the 
People, and that vaniſh from the memory ſo 
ſoon as they are ſated with them, and of which 
no ſerious and judicious man can have any 
eſteem. This Money would, in my opinion, 
be much more, Royally, as more profitably, 
juitly, and durably, laid out in Ports, Havens, 
Walls, and Fortifications 5 1n ſumptuous Buzl- 
dings, Churches, Colledges, the reforming of 
Streets and High-wayes 5 wherein Pope Gre- 
gory the thirteenth will leave a laudable mes 
-mory to future times z and wherein our Queen 
O 3 Ca- 
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Catharine would to all Poſterity manifeſt her 
natural Liberality, and Munificence to ſuc- 
ceeding Ages, would her Means ſupply her 
- AﬀeRion. Fortune has done me a great de- 
ſpite, in interrupting the noble StruQure of | 
The Pont- the Poxt-aenuf of our great City, and depriving | 
nefat Pa- me of the hope of ſeeing it finiſhd before I | 
PET: «dye. Moreover, it ſeems to the Subjes, wha | 
are daily SpeQators of theſe Truumphs, that 
their own Riches are exposd before them, | 
and that they are entertaind at thejr own ex- | 
h*) pence. For the People are apt to preſume of | 
- Kings, as we do of our Servants, that they | 

are to take Care to provide us all things ne- 

ceſlary in abundance 3 but not touch it them- 

24 ſelves: And therefore the Emperour Galbe, 


b being pleasd with Muyuſecian that play'd to him 

at Supper, call'd for his Cabinet, and gave him 

a handful of Crowns that he took out of it, 

with theſe words, This 3s not the Publick Mo- 

ey, but my own. Yet it ſo falls out, that the 
People for the molt part have Reaſon on their 
{ide, and that their Princes feed their Eyes with 
What they once had to fill their Bellies. Li- 
+.) berality 'it {elf is not in its true Luſtre in 
{ * I Sovereign hand : private men have there- 
in the moſt right; for to take it exactly, 

a King has nothing properly his own 5 he 

| y owes himſelf to others. Authority 1s not gi- 
mov. £p*) ven in favour of the Magiſtrate, but of the 
© People. A Superiour is never made fo for his 
/ own Profit, but for the Profit of the Inferiour; 
and a Phyſician for the fick Perſon, and = 
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for himſelf. All Magiſtracy, as well as all Art, 
has its end out of it ſelf. Nyll2 ars in ſe ver- Seneca, 
ſatur. Wherefore the Governours of young * 
Princes, who make it their Buſineſs to imprint - 
in them this Virtue of Liberality, and preach 
to them to deny nothing, and to think nothing 
ſo-well ſpent, as what they give, (a Dodrine 
that I have known in great Credit in my time) 
either have more particular regard to their 
own profit, than that of their Maſter, or ill 
underſtand to whom they ſpeak. It is too/ea- 
fie a thing to imprint Liberality in him who 
has as much as he will to ſupply it with at the 
expence of others 3 and the eſtimate of it, not 
being proportion'd to the value of the Gift, 
but to the Wealth of hin who extends 1t, it 
comes to nothing in ſo mighty Hands. They 
find themſelves Prodigal, before they can be 
reputed Liberal 3 And yet it 1s but of little 
Recommendation, in compariſon of other Roy- 

al Virtues : and the only one, as the Tyrant 
Dionyſizs (aid, that ſuits well with Tyranny 
it ſelf. I ſhould rather teach him this of the 
ancient Labourer, 


Th x«g OH omeipe, ama WI 9\w Ty FVAXKWs Coined 
apud Plu- 
tarch, 


That whoever will have a good Crop, muſt ſow , ,x. v. 
with his hand, and not pour out of the $ & | wy” 


he"mult diſperce it abroad, and not lay it on | 

a heapin one place : and that being he is to | 
give, or to ſay better, to pay and reſtore to (o | 
many A” as they have deſery'd, | 
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Wherein 


Royal Vir- 
tne CON- 


' Giſts, 


Cicero de * 


Offi. Jem. 
Seneca ge 
Benef. vel 
zn Epift. 


Tyrants 
hated by 
thoſe 
whom 
they have 
unjuſtly 
adyanc'd. 


At3 


> Lo nt LET 


he ought to be a loyal and'diſcreet Diſpoſer. 
If the Liberaliry of a Prince be without mea- 
fure or diſcretion, I had rather he were cove- 


$ tous. A Royal Virtue ſeems moſt to conſiſt in 


Juſtice 3_and' of all the parts of Juſtice, that 
beſt denotes a 'K z-g that accompanies his Li- 
berality 5 for that they have particularly re- 
ſerv'd to be perform'd by themſelves, whereas 
all other ſorts of Juſtice they remit to the Ad- 
miniſtration of others. An immoderate Bowin- 
ty is a very weak means to acquire them good 
will, (for it checks -more People than 1t al- 
lures : ZJuo in plures uſus fit, minus in multos 
uti poſſut. Puid autem eſt ſtultins, quam quod li- 
benter ſacias, curare ut id dintins facere non 
poſſes. By how' much more you uſe it to muny, by 
fo much leſs will you-be in a capacity to uſe it to 
many more. And what greater folly can there be 
than to order it ſo, that what you would do wil- 
lingly you cannot do long £ And if t be con- 
ferrd without due reſpe& of Merit, it puts 
him out of countenance that receives it, and 
is receiv'd without grace. © Tyrants have been 
ſacrific'd to the hatred of the People by the 
hands of thoſe very men they have unjuſtly 
advanc'd; ſuch kind of men thinking to aſ- 
{ure to themſelves the poſſeſſion of Benefits un- 
duly receiv'd, 1f they manifeſt to have him in 
hatred and diſdain of whom they hold them 3 
and 1n this affociate themſelves to the common 


Pp. , Judgment and Opinion. The Subjects of a 


Prince profuſe in Gifts, grow unreaſonable in 
asking, and acconimodate themſelves not to 
Reaſon, 
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Chap. 5. Seignexr de-Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Reaſon, but Example. We have in earneſt 
very oft reaſonto bluſh at our own Impudence : 
we are over-paid, according to Juſtice, when 
the Recompence equals our Service 3 for do 
we owe nothing of natural Obligation to our 
Princes ? If he bears our Charges, he does too 


much  'tis enough that he contributes to them, * 


the overplus is call'd Benefit, which cannot be 
exated: for the very name of Liberality 
ſounds of Liberty : there 1s no end on't, as we 
uſe it. We never reckon what we have re- 
ceiv'd, we are only for the future Liberality, 
Wherefore, the more a Prince exhauſts himſelf 
In giving, the poorer he grows in Friends. How 
ſhould he fatisfie immoderate defires, that ſtill 
increaſe the more they are fill'd 2 He who has 
his thoughts upon taking, never thinks of 
what he has taken. Covetouſneſs has nothing 
ſo proper, and fo much its own as Ingratitude. 
The Example of Cyrus will not do amiſs in 
this place, to ſerve the Kings of theſe times 
for a touch-ſtone, to know whether their gifts 
are well or ill beſtow'd, and to ſee how much 
better that Emperour conferr'd them than they 
do : by which means they are reduc'd to bor- 
row of their unknown Subjects, and rather of 
them who they have wrong 'd than of them on 
whom they have conferr'd their benefits, and 
ſo receive Aids, wherein there is nothing of 
gratuitous but the Name. Crz2/#5 reproach'd 
him with his Bounty, and caſt up to how much 
his Treaſure would amount if he had been a 
little cloſer handed. He had a mind to ay” 
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fie his Liberality, and therefore fent Diſpatches 
into all Parts to the Graxdees of his Domini- 
ons, whom he had particularly advanc'd, en- 
treating every one of them to ſupply him with 
as much Money as they could for a preſſing 
occaſion, and to fend him a particular of what 
every one could advance. When all theſe Tic- | 
kets were brought to him, every one of his | 
Friends, not thinking it enough barely to of- 
fer him only ſo much as he had receiv'd from 
his Bounty, adding to it a great deal of his 
own, it appear'd that the Sum amounted to a 
great deal more than Creſus his reckoning. 
Whereupon Cyras, 1 ame ot, ſaid he, leſs 72: 
love with Riches, than other Princes, but rather 
a better Husband, you ſee with how ſmall a 
venture I have acquird the ineſtimable Trea- 
ſure of ſo many Friends; and how much more 
faithful Treaſure they are to me than Merce- 
nary men without Obligation or Afe&ion 
would bez and my Mony better Jaid up than 
in Cheſts, putting upon me the Hatred, Envy, 
. and Contempt of other Princes. The Zmpe- 
rours excusd the Superfluity of their Days, and 
publick Spectacles, by reaſon that their Aa- 
thority did in ſome ſort (at leaſt in outward 
appearance ) depend upon the Will of the 
People of Rowe 5 who, time out of mind, had 
been accuſtomed to be entertain'd and careſs'd 
with ſuch ſhowes and exceſſes. But they were 
particular men who had nouriſhd this Cuſtom, 
to gratifie their Fellow-Cinizens and Compa- 
nions, (and chiefly out of their own Fa ) 
y 
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by ſach Profufion and Magnificence : It had 
quite another taſte, when they were the Ma- , 
CS cxne hal up. Pecuniarum Cie. de Off. 
tranſlatio 2 juſtis dominis ad alienos non debet 4 "+ 
\ liberalis videri, The transferring of Money 
from the right Owners to Strangers, ought not , Y 
to have the Title of Liberality. Philip, being xPqP /- I;, (X) 
his Son, went about by Preſents to gain the | 
Aﬀecion of the Macedoz7ars, reprimanded 
him in a Letter aſter this manner. Wha ' Ba 
thou a mind that thy SubjeFs ſhall look upon 
thee as their Caſh- keeper, and not as their King? 
Wilt thou tamper with them to win their Afﬀ- 
feFions 2 Do it then by the benefit of thy Vir- 
tue, and not by thoſe of thy Cheſt. And yet it 45-6.” 
was doubtleſs a fine thing to bring and plant 
within the Theatre a great number of vaſt 
Trees, with all their Branches in their full 
verdure, repreſenting a great ſhady Foreſt, 
diſposd in excellent order, and the firſt day 
to throw into it a thoufand Oftriches and a 
thouſand Stags, a thouſand Boars, and a thou- 
ſand fallow Deer, to be kill'd and diſposd of 
by the People : the next day, to cauſe an hun- 
dred great Lyons, an hundred Leopards, and 
three hundred Rears to be kill'd in his preſence; 
and for the third day, to make three hundred 
pair of Fencers to fight it out to the laſt, as 
the Emperour Probas did. It was alſo very fine * 
to ſee thoſe valt Ampbitheaters, all facd with Rich and 
Marble without, curiouſly wrought with F3- \mptuous 
geres and Statues, and the inſide ſparkling —_ we 
with rare decorations and enrichments. "ny 
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Calyhurni- Baltheus en gemmis, en illita Porticus auro, 


We , Ege To 


Fuven. 


ſat. 3+ 


Sir Robert 
Stapleton, 


Behold a Belt with Jewels glorious made, 
And a brave Portico with Gold o're-laid, 


all the fides of this vaſt ſpace fi11'd and envi- 
roned from the bottom to the top, with three 
or fourſcore ranks of Seats, all of Marble alſo, 
and cover'd with Cuſhions, 


exeat, inquit, 


S7 pudor eſt, & depulvino ſurgat equeſtri, 
Cnjus res legi non ſufficit. 


| (cries, 
Get y out, whoſe means fall ſhort of Law, one 
For ſhame from off the noble Cuſhion riſe. 


where a hundred thouſand men might fit plac'd 


at their eaſe : and the place below, where the 


Plays were play'd, to make it by Art firſt open, 


and cleave 1n chinks, repreſenting Caves that 
vomited out the Beaſts deſign'd for the Spe- 
acle ; and then ſecondly, to be overflow'd 
with a profonnd Sea, full of Sea Monſters, and 
loaded with Ships of War, to repreſent a Na- 
val Battel : and thirdly, to make it dry and 
even again for the Combat of the Gladiators 3 
and for the fourth Scene, to have it ſtrew'd 
with Vermillion and Storax . inſtead of Sand, 
there to make a folemn Feaſt for all that infi- 
nite number of People : the laſt A& of one 
onely day. 


2u0ties 


of 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. Book III, 
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Chap. 69 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 

Puoties nos deſcendentis arene 
Vidimus in partes, ruptaque voragine terre 
Emerſifſe feras, & iiſdens ſepe latebris 
Aurea cum croceo creverunt arbuta libro. 
Nec ſolum nobis filveſtria cernere monſtra 
Contigit, &quoreos ego cum certantibus urſts 
SpeFavi vitulos, & equorum nomine dignum, 
Sed deforme pecms. 


How often, when SpeQators, have we ſeen 
One corner of the Theatre fink in ; 
And.from a dreadful Chaſm in the Earth, 
Vomit wild Beaſts : Then preſently give birth 
Unto a glittering Grove of golden Bowers, 
Thar put forth bloſſoms of enamell'd flowers. 
Nor yet of Sylvan Monſters had we ſight 
Alone, I ſaw Sea-calves with wild Bears fight, 
And a deformed ſort of Monſters came, 
Which by their ſhape we might Sea-horſes name, 


ſometimes they have made a high Mountain to 
adyFace i felf, fall of F ruit-trees, and other 
flouriſhing ſorts of Wood, ſending down Ri- 
volets of Water from the top, as from the 


mouth of a Fountain : Other whiles, a great 


Ship was ſeen to come rouling in, which open- 
ed and divided of it ſelf; and after having 
diſgorg'd from the hold four or five hundred 
Beaſts for fight, closd again , and vamſh'd 
without help. At other times, from the Floor 
of this Place, they made ſpouts of perfum'd 
Water, dart their ſtreams upward, and ſo high 
as to beſprinkle all that infinite Multinde. To 
defend 
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Calphar- 


Fas, Eg. 7+ | Retra. 


ne” «&3) [2 there be any excuſable in ſach exceſſes ag 
” theſe, it is where the Novelty and Invention 


Sences. We neither ke far forward, nor back- 


Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book HT, If Ct 
defend themfelves from the injuries of the wea- 
ther, they had that vaſt Place one while co- 
ver'd over with Purple Curtains of Needle- | 1 
work, and by and by with Silk of another 
colour, which they could draw off or on in a 
moment, as they had a mind. | 


Guamvis non modico caleant ſpeFaculs ſole, 
Vela reducuntur cum venit Hermogenes. 


The curtains, tho' the Sun does ſcorch the skin, 
Are when Hermogenes appears drawn in. 


The Net-work alſo that was ſet before the 
People to defend them from the violence of 
theſe turd out Beaſts, were alſo woven of 
Gold. | 


Oo > Sm , 


auro quoque torta refulgent 


" And woven Nets refulgent were with Gold. 


create more wonder than expence. Even in 
theſe Vanities we diſcover how. fertile thoſe 
Ages were m other kind of Wxs than theſe of 
ours. It is: with this ſort of fertility, as with 
other produfts of Nature. Not that fhe there 
employ'd her utmoſt force. We' do not go, 
we rather run up and down, and whirle this 
way and that 3 we turn back the way we came. 
I am afraid. our knowledge is weak in all 
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ward : 


Chap. 6. * Sejgneny de Montaighe's Eſſays. 207 
ward : Our underſtanding comprehends lit- 

tle, and lives but a little while; 'tis ſhort both 

in extent of time, and extent of matter. 


Vixere fortes ante Agamemmona Hr. lib.4 
. Multi, ſed onmes illacrymabilis 9 
Orgentur, ignotique longa 
Noe. | 
, ; . ' Sir Richard 
Men ſlaſh'd ere Diomed was made 3 ky pon 


But all are in Oblivion drown'd, 
And put unmourn' into the ground, 
For lack of ſacred Poets aid. 


Fr ſupra bellum Trojanum, & funera Troje, — 
& Mult alias alii quoque res cecinere Poets. 9 


| And long before the War, and Sack of Troy, 
Oa other things Bards did their Pens employ. 


And the Narrative of Solo, of what he had 
{ got out of the /Zgyptiar Prieſts, touching the 
long life of their eſtate, and their manner of 
learning and preſerving foreign Hiſtories ; 1s 
not, methinks, a Teſtimony to be ſlighted up- 
on this conſideration. Sz 7nterminatane in: 074- Cicero de 
nes partes magnitudinem regionum videremus, | 
O- temporum, in quam ſe injiciens aninus, & 
intendens, ita late longeque peregrinatur, ut nul- 
lame oram ultim videat, in que poſſit inſiſtere - 
In hec immenſitate infinita, vis innumerabiliune 
appareret formarumn. Could we ſee on all parts the 
unlimited Magnitude of Regions and Extent 
of Times, upon which the mind being intent, does 
wander 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſazs. - Book 11, 
wander ſo far and wide, that no limits of the 
lat are to be ſeen, in which it can bound its Eye, 
We ſhould in that infinite Immenſity diſcover an' 
innumerable quantity of Forms, Though all that 
has arriv'd at our Knowledge of times paſt 
ſhould be true, and known by ſome one Per- 
ſon, it would be leſs than nothing in compa- 
riſon of what is unknown. And if this Image 
of the World, which glides whilſt we live up- 
on it, how wretched and ſhort is the Know- 
ledge of the moſt curious ? Not only of par- 
ticular Events, which Fortune often renders 
exemplary, and of great concern, but of the 
Eltazte of great Governments and Nations, a 
hundred more eſcape us, than ever come to our 


, | Knowledge. Wemake a mighty Buſindds of the 
Invention of Artillery and tag wi other 


Men at the other end of the World, in Chine, 
had a thouſand years ago. Did we but ſee as 
much of the World as we do not, we ſhould 
perceive, it is to be ſuppos'd, a perpetual Mul- 
tiplication, and Viciflitude of forms. There is 
nothing Gbngle. and rare in reſpeC of Nature, 
but in reſpe& of our Knowledge 3 which is a 
wretched Foundation whereon to ground our 


| Rules, and that repreſents to us a very falſe 


Image of things. As we now a dayes vainly 
conclude the declenfion and decrepitude of the 
World, by the Arguments we extract from our 


—_ > > —— 


own Weakneſs and decay 3 


Lucret, l.2. Jamque adeo affeta eft Hitas afſeFaque Tellus. 


So much the Age, ſomuch the Earth is changd. 
ſo 


Sr te: Eh a 
wn Ras 7 PIERRE: 
abs DR M5 DSS, 
2 " - 
þ Chap. 6. 
. * 
- 


Multa. | 


fodid they formerly vainly conclude the Birt 


and Youth of theirs, by the: Vigour they o 
erv'd in the Wits of their time, abounding in 


Novelties, and the invention of divers Arts. - 


Verum, ut opinor,habet novitatens, ſunma recenſque Lucrerl.5; 


Natara eſt Mundi, neque pridem exordia cepit : 

Dauare etiam quedans nunc artes Eepolinntur, 

Nunc etiam augeſcant, nunc addita navigiis ſunt 
/ 


a 


But ſure the Nature of the World is ſtrong, 

| PerfeQ and young 3 nor can I think it long 
Since it beginning took, -becauſe we know - 
Arrs {till increaſe, and till politer grow, 
And many things, in former times unknown, 
Are added now to Navigation. Fre 6" 


Our World.has.lately diſcover'd. another, (and ' 


who will aſſare us, that it-is the laſt of his 
Brothers,,fince the Demons, the Sybils, and. we 


. onr ſelves have been ignorant of this till now?) 


as large, i well peopled, and fruitfall, as this 
whereon. we live; and yet fo raw and childiſh; 
that we' yet teach it its AB C : 'tis not above 
tifry years fince it knew neither Letters, Weights, 


Meaſures, Veſtments, Corn, nor Vines. It, was 


then quite, naked in the Mothers lap, and ons 
ly liv'd upon. what ;ſhe gave it. If we rightly 
conchade of :our end, and this Poet' of the 
youthfulneſs, of that Age of his ; that, other 
World will only enter into the Light when 


this of ours ſhall make its Exit, The Uni- 
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*Orifiiby «6 dual my Book "1 
vers will be Patalitick, one Member will be 
uſeleſs, another/ in vigour, I'amn very much 
afrnid that we" have-very math precipitated 
- its-declenfion  and':yume by our contagion 3 
and that we have ſold it our Opinions and 
- ont Arts #2 very dear rate. [t-was an infant 
World; and yet-we have not whipt, and fab- 
jected ir to. Sur diſcipline, by the advamage BW 
vfour. Valoar '#2d* natural Forcesz neither 
have we won it by our Juſtice and Goodneſs, # 
nor ſubdu'd it by our Magnanimity. Moſt of 
their Anfwers, arid the Negotiations we have 
bad with them, witneſs, that: they were no- 
thing behind _ Pertinency, 'and clearneſs | 

_ C77. , Of natural Underſtanding. The aſtoniſhing 

7 magmificence of the Cities of Onſco and Mex:- 
co, and amongſt wany_ other ſuch [like thinps, 
TY The mag- the ( Gai rden of this King, where all the Trees, 
_ : ants, according to the order and 
the King ſtature they are in-a Garden, were excellent- 
of Mexico by fartt'd in Gold 585-10 his'Cabimer. were all 
the Annals bred 'wpon the Earth, and in the - 
Sers of His Domimnions 3 /and the beauty of 
bk their Manufactures, If Jewels, Fe Futhers, Cotton, 
and Parting, - | ” that 
« were as little infertortt ro-us y.' B 
as tolwhat coftetrns Devotion, "obſervance of 
the Laws, Bounty, Liberality, Loyalty; - 11d 
dealing, it was of Uſe tous; that We hal.not 
fs mnwch-as they } {5t they have loft, fotd, and 
betray'd themſelves by this a ae. As'to 


bolitnefs and cortrage, Patil 
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oppoſe the Examples T find amongſt them, to 
the moſt famous Examples of elder times, that 


we find in our Records on this fide of the' 


World. For, as to thoſe who- have ſubdu'd 
them, take but away the Slights and Artifices 
they praftisd' to deceive them, and the juſt 
aſtoniſhment it was to thoſe Nations, to ſee 
ſo ſudden and unexpected an arrival of men 
with Beards, differing in Language, Religion, 


' Shape and Countenance, from ſo remote a 


Part of the World, and where they had never 
heard there was any habitation, monnted up- 
on great unknown Monſters, againſt thoſe who 
had never fo -much as ſeen a Horſe, or any 
other Beaſt train'd np to carry a man, or any 
other loading'; ſhell'd in a hard and ſhining 
&km, with a cutting and glittering Weapon in 
his hand, againſt them, who, out of wonder at 
the brightneſs'of a Looking-glaſs, or a Knife 


£ 


would truck great Treaſures of Gold and 


Pearl'; and who had neither Knowledge nor 
Matter with-which at leifure they could pene- 
trate our Steel : 'to which may be added, the 
Lightning and Thunder 'of our Pieces and 
Harquebaſes, enough to fright Ceſar himſelf, 
If furpriz'd, with fo little Experience 3 and 
how, againſt naked People, if not, where the 
itvention- of a little quilted Cotton was in 
ufe,' withoitt other Arms, at the moſt, than 
Bows Stores,” Staves, and Bucklers of Wood 5, 
People A under colour of Friendſhip 
ad good Faith, by the curiofity of ſeeing 
firarige ad nikfiown no" take but _—_ 
"ol lf 2 I fay, 
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212 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſajs. Book II, 
I fay, this diſparity from the Conquerours, and 
_ yan. take away all the occaſion of ſo many 

24 £ *. Victories: When I look upon that invincible 
| " ardour wherewith ſo many thouſands of Men, 
omen, and Children, have ſo often preſent- 

£d, and thrown themſelves 1nto inevitable dan- 

_ gets for the defence of their Gods and Liber- 


| 1/1 ties 5 that generous obſtinacy, to ſuffer all ex- 
It i188 tremities and difficulties, = even Death it 
& {00} ſelf, rather than ſabmit to the Dominion of 
| thoſe by whom they had been ſo ſhamefully | 
abusd ; and ſome of them chooſing rather to 
dye of hunger and faſting, than to accept of 
nouriſhment from the hands of their ſo baſely 
victorious Enemies : I foreſee, that whoever 
would have 'attacqu'd them upon equal terms 
_ of, Arms, Experience, and Number, would 
haye had a hard, and peradventure a harder 
game to play, than in any other War we have | 
een. Why did not ſo noble a Conqueſt fall 
under Alexazder, or the ancient Greeks and Ro- 
mans; and ſogreat a revolution and mutation 
of ſo many Empires and Nations,fall-into, hands 
that might have rooted up and gently levell'd; | 
-and made plain. and ſmooth whatever. was Þ : 
rough and ſavage amongſt them; -.and that | 
might have cheriſh'd: and: propagated; the yer 
Seeds that Nature had there ,produc'd, tint, | 
| 


- 


not only with the Culture of. Land;.and the 

: Ornament of Cities, the Arts. of this.part of.the 

World, in what was neceſſary,” but; alſo the 
Greek and Rowan Virtues, withthaſethat. were 
Originals of the. Country? . What a particular 
TAY —_.'- 
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. Chap. 6. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Reparation had it been to them, and what a 
al good to the whole World, had our 
rſt Examples and Deportments in thoſe Parts 
allur'd thoſe People to the Admiration and 
Imitation of Virtue, and had begot betwixt 
them and us a fraternal Society and Intelli- 
gence ? How eafte had it been to have made 
Advantage of Souls ſo innocent, and ſo eager 
to learn 3 having for the moſt part naturally 
ſo good Inclinations before > Whereas, on the 
contrary, we have taken Advantage of their 
Ignorance and Inexperience, with greater eaſe 
to incline them to Treachery, Luxury, Ava- 
rice, and towards all ſorts of Inhumanity and 
Cruelty, by the Pattern and Example of our 
Manners. Who ever enhanc'd the price of 


3 
Merchandize at ſuch a rate > So many Cities « E £ #-: 


levell'd with the Ground,ſo many Nations ex- 
terminated, ſo many millions of People fallen 


by the Edge of the Sword, and the richeſt and 


moſt beautiful part of the World turn'd upſide 
down, for the Traftick of Pearl and Pepper ; 
Mechanick Viftories ! Never did Ambinon, 
never did Animoſities engage men againſt one 
another to ſuch a degree of Hoftility and mi- 
ſerable Calamity. Certain Sparzards coafting 
the Sea in queſt of their Mines, landed in a 
fruitful, and pleaſant, and very well peopled 
Country, and there made to the Inhabitants 
their accuſfom'd Remonſtrances 3 that they 
were peaceable men, who were come from a 
very remote Country, and ſent on the behalf 
of the Kirg-of Caſtite, the greateſt Prince of 
xt : P 


3 the - 
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214  Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book IB. 
the habitable World, to whowthe Pope, God's 
|. Vice-gerent u " on, oy Joon the Princt- F 
The Offers pality of the [ndies. That it they would be- 
_ <a Carts Tributaries to him, they ſhould be very | 
the diſco- gently and courteouſly us'd, at the ſame time 
ver Indi- requiring of them ViQuals for their Nouxiſh- 
46h ment, and Gold whereof to make ſome pre- | 
tended Medicine. They moreover remonſtrated | 
to them the behief of the only God,” and the | 
Fruth of our Religion, which they advisd them | 
to 'embrace, to which they alſo added ſome 
Fhreats. To which they receiv'd this Anſwer: 
That as to their being peaceable, they did not 
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ſeemrto be ſuch, if they were ſo. As to their King, 
he ſeem'd to be neceſſitouus and poor, becauſe he 
ask'd, and he who had given him that divident, 
4 man that loud diſſention;to go give away that 
ta another, which was none of his own, to bring 
it into diſpute againſt the ancient Poſſeſſors. As 
to ViGuals. they would ſupply them, that of Gold 
ihey bad little 5 it being a thing they had in ve- 
ry ſmall efteem, as being of no uſe to the ſervice 
of Life, whereas their Care was only bent to paſs 
it over happily and pleaſantly : but that what 
they could find, excepting what was employ d 
in the Service of their Gods, they might freely 
take. As to one only God, the Propoſition had 
Pleas'd them well, but that they would not change 
their Religion, both becauſe they had ſo happily 
liv'd in it, and that they were not wont to take 
advice of any but their Friends, and thoſe they 


knew. 4s to their Menaces. it was a & of 
Wart of Tudgment, to threaten thoſe whoſe _ 
| an 


” ; - ates, 2 


aud Power was to them unknown. That there- 
fore they, were. to make haſta to auoid their Coaſt, 
for They were not us'd to takg the Civilities and 
Remouſtrances of arm'd Mer and Strangers in 
good part 3, otherwiſe they ſhould de by them as 
they had done by thoſe others, ſhewing them the 
Heads of ſeveral executed men round the Walls 
of their City. A fair Example of the gibberiſh, 
and beginning to ſpeak of this Infancy, But fo- 
 . It is, that the Sparzards did neither in this, nor 
ſeveral other places, where they did not find 
the Merchandize they ſought for, make any ſtay, 
or any attempt, whatever other Conveniencies 
were there to be had 3 Witneſs the Cannibals. 

Of two the moſt puiſlant. Monarchs of that 
World, and peradventure of this, Kirgs of 
ſo many K3-gs, and thelaſt they exterminated z 


that of Pery, having been taken in a Battel, _ excel; 
and put to ſq exceſſive a ranſom as exceeds fm of the 


all belief, and it being faithfully paid, and King of 


that he had by his Converſation given mani- 
feſt ſigns of a franck, liberal, and conſtant 
Spirit, and of a clear and ſetled Underſtand- 
ing; the Conquerours had a mind, after ha- 
ving exafted a million, three hundred twenty 
five thouſand, and five hundred weight of 
Gold, belides Silver, and other things which 
amounted to-no leſs: ( ſo that their Horſes 
were {had with Maſſie Gold ) yet to ſee ( at 
the price of what Diſloyalty and Injuſtice 
whatever ) what the remainder of the Irea- 
ſures of this King might be, and to poſleſs 
themſclves of that alſo. To which end a falſe 

P 4 Accuſa- 
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216 Seignewr de Montaignes Eſſays. ' Book Ill; 


a 
Accuſation was preferrd againſt him, and falſe ed 


Witneſſes brought in. to prove ' that he went | 

about 'to raiſe an InſurreQion 1n his Provinces, A 

by 'that means to procure: his own Liberty. tt 
 Whereupon, by the virtuous Sentence of thoſe d 

very men who had by this Treachery conſpird Pp 

his ruine, He was condemn'd to be publickly F 

Akerwards hang'd, after having made him buy off the h 

' hangdnot- Totinent of being burnt alive, by the Baptiſm \ 
 pirhſtan®& (1;6y gave him immediately before Execution, [ 
| 
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Jy A horrid and unheard of Barbarity, which ne- 
vertheleſs he underwent without going les 

either in Word or' Look, with a truly grave 

and royal Behaviour. After which, to calm 

and .appeaſe the People, daunted and aſtonj- 

ſhed at ſo ſtrange a thing, they counterfeited 

* great Sorrow for his Death, and appointed 

moſt ſumptuous Funerals. þ ln 

The Siege *, The other King of Mexico, after a long 
of Me23% time defended his beleaguer'd City,and having 
in this Siege manifeſted the utmoſt of what 
Suffering and Perſeveration can do, if ever 

Prince and People did, and his Misfortune ha- 

The King Ving deliver'd him alive into his Enemies hands, 
taken Pri- ypon Articles of being treated like a King ; 
font neither did he in his Captivity diſcover any 
thing unworthy of that Title. His Enemies, 

after their Victory, not finding ſo nuich Gold 

as they expected, when they had ſearch'd and 

rifled with their utmoſt Diligence, they went 

about to procure Diſcoveries by the moſt 
cruel Torments they could invent upon the 
Priſoners they had taken : - but having profit- 
SR: ED ed 
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Chap: 6. Seignexr de Montaigne's Eſſlye. 
ed nothing that way, their Courages being 
aſt to ſuch a'degree of Fury, as, contrary to 
their Faith, and the Law of Nations, to con- 
demn the K.izg himſelf, and one of the princi- 


pal Noble-zvex: of his Court to the Wrack,in the Put to the 


_ 'than their Torments, they arriv'd at 


217 


Preſence of one another. This Lord, finding Wrack- 


himſelf overcome with Pain, being environ'd 


with burning Coals, pittifully turn'd his dying 
Eyes towards his Maſter, as it were to ask him 
pardon that he was able to endure no more 3 
whereat the Kzzg darting at him a fierce and 
ſevere look, as reproaching his Cowardize and 
Puſillanimity, with a rude and conſtant Voice 
faid to him thus only.: Ard what doſt thou 
think 1 ſuffer, ſaid he,am I in a Bath,am I more 
at eaſe than thou ? Whereupon the other im- 
mediately quail'd under the Torment,and died 
upon the Place: The King, half roaſted, was 
carried thence; not ſo much out of pity, (for 
what compaſlion ever touch'd ſo barbarous 
Souls, who, upon the doubtful information of 
ſome Veſſel of Gold to be made a Prey of, 
causd not only a Man, but a Kirg ſo great in 
Fortune and Deſert, tobe broild before their 
Eyes) but becauſe his Conſtancy rendred their 
Cruelty ſtill more ſhameful. They afterward 


hang'd him, for having nobly attempted to Aferwads 


deliver himſelf by Arms from ſo long a Capti- M4 


vity, where he dyed with a Courage becoming 
ſo Magnanimous a Prizce. 


Indian Pri- 


Another time they burnt in the ſame fire, foners 


| . IM | burnt alive 
four hundred and ſixty men alive at once, the yy 


four murds. 
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four hundred,of the common People, the ſixty, 
the principal Lords of a Province 3 no other 
but meer Priſoners of War. We. have theſe 
Narratives from themſelves : for they do not 
only own it, but boaſt of it. Could 1t be for 
a teftimony of their Juſtice, or their Zeal to 
Religion! Doubtleſs theſe are ways too dif. 
fering, and contrary to ſo holy an end. Had 


op E- tA they propas'd to themſelves to extend aur 


Faith, they would haye conſidered, that it does 
not amptific 18 the polleſſon of Territories, 
but in the gaining of men, and would haye 
more than fatisfied themſelves with the ſlaugh- 
ters occafion'd by the neceſſity of War, with- 
out indifferently mixing a Maſſacre, as upon 
wild Beaſts, as univerſal as Fixe and Sword 
could make 'it, having only, by their good 
will, fav'd fo many as they intended to make 
mſcrable Slaves of for the Work and Service 
of their Mines : So that many of the Captains 
were put to death upon the place of Conqueſt, 
by order of the Kirg of Caſtile, juſtly offen- 
ded with the horror of their Deportments,and 
almoſt all of them hated and diſeſteem'd. God 
did meritoriouſly permit that all this grear 
Plander ſhould be ſwallowd up by the Sea 
in Tranſportation, or by Civil Wars, where- 
with they devoured one another, and the 
greateſt part was buried upon the Place, with 
ont any fruit of their Victory. As to what con-= 
cerns the Reverye, that being in the hands of 
ſo parcimonious and fo prudent a Prince, it ſo 
little anſwers the expeftatian was Given 6a Jug 
TT1-) | rede- 
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Predeceſlars of it,and that firſt abundance; of 
Riches which was found at the firſt Landing 
in thoſe new diſcovered Countreys, ( for tho 

a great deal be fetch'd from thence, yet weſee 
tis norhing in compariſon of that ought tq be 
expeced) it is, that the uſe of Coin was there 
utterly unknown, and that confequently thetr 
Gold was found all hoarded together, being of 
no other uſe but for Ornament and Shew, as a 
Furniture reſerv'd from Father to Son, by many 
puiflant Kings, who always draind their Mines 
to make this vaſt heap of Veſſels and Statues, 
for the decoration of their Palaces and Temples ; 
whereas our Gold is always in motion and 
Trafftick : We cut ours into a thouſand ſma]l 
pieces, and caſt it into a thouſand Forms, and 
ſcatter and diſperſe it a thouſand ways. But. 
ſuppoſe our Kings ſhould thus hoard up all 


the Gold they could get in ſeveral Ages, and 


let it lye idle by them. Thoſe of the Kingdom 
of Mexico were in ſome ſort more civiliz'd, 
and greater Artiſts than the other Nations 


. that- were beyond them : Therefore did they 


gadge as we do, that the World was near its 
period, and look'd upon the Deſolation we 
brought amongſt them for a certain Sign of it, 
They believ'd that the Exiſtence of the World 
was divided into five Ages, and the Life of five 
ſucceflive Suns, of which four had already en- 
ded their time, and that that which - them 
Light was the Ffth. The firſt periſh'd, with all 


. Other Creatures, by an univerſal Inundation 


of Water. The ſecond, by the Heavens falling 
= upon - 
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220. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book It. 
4 npon us, which ſuffocated every living Thing: 
to which Age they aſſign the Grazts, and ſhew'd 
bones to the Spaniards, according to the pro- 
Portion of which, the Stature of men amounted 
to twenty hands high. The third; by Fire, 
which burnt and'conſum'd all. The fourth, by 
an Emotion of the Air and Wind, which came 
with ſuch violence as to beat down even ma- 
ny Mountains 3 wherein the men dyed not, 
but were turned into Behooxs; ( what imprefſi- 
ons will not the weakneſs of human Belief ad- 
mit ? ) After the death of this fourth Szz, the 
[1 World was twenty five years in perpetual 
= - | darkneſs; in the fifteenth of which, a Man and 
1 a Woman were created, that reſtored human 
Race : ten years after, ypon a certain Day, 
the Sur appeared newly created, and fince the 
account of their years take beginning from that 
day. The third day after his Creation, the an- 
cient Gods dyed 3 and the new ones are ſince 
born daily. After what manner they think this 
laſt Suz ſhall periſh, my Author knows not. 
But their number of this fourth Change agrees 
with the great ConjunGtion of Stars, that eight” 
hundred and odd years ago, as Aſtrologers ſup- 
poſe, producd great Alterations and Novel- 
* 7a A”, fies in the World. As to Pomp and Magnifi- 
9 * cence, upon —o _— of which I am en- 
ag'd in this Diſcourſe, neither Greece, Rove, 
, nor Zee, whether for utility, difficulty, or 
Tie M38- ſtate, compare any of their Works with the 
Cawſcy way tO = in Peru, made by the Kings of 
berwixt the Countrey, from the City of Z»ito, to that 
| 0 
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Chap. 6: Sejgneur de Montaigne's Eſaye. 
of .Cyſco, (three hundred Leagues ) ſtraight, 


even, five and twenty Paces wide, pav'd, and 


enclos'd on both fides with high and beautiful 
Walls ; and cloſe by them on the inſide, two 
clear Rivolets, border d with a beautiful ſort 
of a Tree which they call Molly : in which 
Work, where they met with Rocks and Moun- 
tains, they cut them through, and made them 


_ even, and fill'd up Pirs and Valleys with Lime 


and Stone to make them level. At the end of 
every_days Journey are beautiful Palaces, fur- 
niſh'd with Proviſions, Veſtments, and. Arms, 
as well for Travellers, as for the Armys that 
are to paſs that way. In the eſtimate of this 
Work, I have reckor'd the difficulty which is 
particularly conſiderable in that Place: ; They 
did not build with any Stones leſs than ten 
foot ſquare: and had no other convemency of 
carriage, but by drawing their load themſelves 
by force of Arms, and knew not ſo much asthe 


Art of Scaffolding, nor any other way of 
ſtanding to their Work, but by throwing 


_ up Earth againſt the Building, as it roſe high- 
er, taking it away again when they had done. - 


Let us here return to our Coaches, inſtead of 
which, and of all other ſorts of Carriages, they 
caus'd themſelves to be carried by men, and up- 
on their Shoulders. This. laſt King of Pers, the 
day.that he was taken, was thus carried be- 
twixt two upon fſtaves of Gold, -and ſet ina 
Chair of Gold in the middle.of his Battel. : As 
many of theſe Sedan-wen as: were kill'd to 
make kim fall, (for they would take him _ 
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ſo many orhers Cand they comtainied for iy 
took the place of thoſe that were {lain, fo that 
they could never beat himdown, what ilaugh- 

cer ſoever they made of thole rag till a 
Liebe horſe-man \eiring = apc loan NY 
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CHAP. VII. 


Of the imronwenience of Greatneſc. 


2p 4; | Ince we cannot attain unto It, let us re- 

| > our 'ſeives by railing at it: and yet 
K i is not abſotately railing agarnft anything to 
| prodaim its: defects, becanſe they are 1n all 
| things: to be fonnd, how beautiful, or how 
| tquch to be coveted bhqwever. It has m general 

this mamſeſt advantage, that it can go leſs when 

it - pleaſes, and has 'very near the abſolwe 
thotce of both rhe one and the other Condition. 
For-a>man does not fall from: all heights, there 

are ſeveral rom which one may deſcend with- 

- ont falling down. It does indeed appear to 
hoe: that we valne it at t00:high a rate, and 

XH6: over value the teſohntion :of thoſe whom 
we have either {cen, or heard have contemrd 

it, or di{plac'd chemſclves of their own accord. ' 
=) « Eve « Irs 'Eflence is':not fo evidently commodions, 
theit a'man'mby not 'without-s tniracle refuſe 
it; T find m a very hard thing to undergo 
MidkGrrimes; butto be be coment-with a cottipe- 

ent meaſure of Fortune, and to avoid m_ 

neſs, 
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thinks,'a Virtue to which I, who'am none of 
the niceſt, could without any. great endeavour 


$55 


arrive. - What therfis to be expeGted from them - 


that would yet pat into Conſideration the 


glory attending this refuſal, wherein there _ 


may lark worſe Ambition, than even m the 
defire 1t ſelf, and Fruition of Greatneſs?! For- 
aſmuch as Ambition never comports 'it ſelf 
better according to it ſelf, than when it pro- 
ceedsby obſcure attd unfrequented wayes. I u- 
cite my Courage to Patience, but I rein it as 
much as I can towards defire. I have as much 
to wiſh for as another, and allow -my Wiſhes 
as mach Liberty and Indiſcretion : but yet it 
never befell me to wiſh for ether Empire or 
Royalty, for the Eminency of thoſe high and 


cormanding Fortunes. I do not aim that 'way, | 
[love my ſelf too well. When T think to grow 


| preater, 'tis but very moderately, and by a 


compell'd and timorous Advancement, ſuch as 
is proper for me; m/Reſohution, in Prudence, 
im Heilth, in Beauty,' and even in Riches too. 
But this fuapream Reputation, and-this mighty 


- Authority opprets my Imagination. And,quite 


contrary to fome' others, 1 ſhould peradven- 
thre rather chooſe to be the ſecond or-third 
*nPerigonrd, than the fitſt at Paris: at leaſt, 
without 1yimg,” the third, than the firſt at P4+ 
”s.-T'would' neither diſpute, 'a: miſerable 1e- 
$1099; with a Noble-mar's Porter, nor make 
Crowds open in Adoration 'as F'paſs = I ath 
Yaiffd: up'to a moderate CondniGn, as by 
= | Y 
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and eafie, ; My Soul is ſo ſneaking and. mean, 
that I meaſure not good Fortune by the height, 
but by the. Facility. - But if my Heart be not 
great enough, 'tis open enopgh to wake amend 
2t any ones requeſt freely to lay open-its 
Weakneſs. Should any one. put me upon con 
paring the Life of L. Thorivs Balbas, a brave 
xwan, handſom, learned, healthful, underſtand- 
mg, and abounding in all ſorts of Conyenien- 
.cies and Pleaſures, leading a quiet Life, and 
all his own, his Mind well -prepard againft 
Death, Superſtition, Pains, and other Incum- 


. .brances of humane [Neceſſity ; dying at-laſt'in 


Battel with his Sword in his Rand, for the de 
fence of his Country,on the one part ;z and on 
the other part;the Life of M. Reguls, ſo great 
and high as is known to every one, and his 
end admirable ; . the one. without Name, and 
without Dignity, the other exemplary, and 
.glorious to wonder : I ſhould doubtleſs ſay. a 
Cicero did, could I ſpeak as well as be. But,it ] 
wasto touch it in my own Phraſe, I ſhould then 
alſo ſay, that the firſt is; as much according to 
my Capagity, and Deſire, which I conform to 


wy. Capacity, as the ſecond is far beyond. itz 
that I. could not approach the laſt but, with 


Veneration; the other I would willingly Min 
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by Cuſtom. But-let us retarn'to our tempo- 
ral Greatneſs, from which we are digreſs'd. ' I 2f Par.” 
diſreliſh all Dominion, whether a&ive or paſ- 

five. Otanes, one of the ſeven who had right & $ove- 
to pretend to the Kingdom of Perſia, did, -as reign Au- 
I ſhould willingly have done; which was, thar ©" 


, a . movy'd for 
he gave up to his Coucurrents his right of be- amoderare 


' ing promoted to it, either by Eleftion or by F9ux: 


Lot 3 provided, that he and his might live in 

the Empire out of all Authority and Subje&i- 

on, thoſe of the ancient Laws excepted : and 

might 4njoy all liberty that was not prejudi- 

cial ro them, as impatient of commanding, as 

of being commanded. The moſt painful and Thar iris 
difficult Employment in the World, in my *oublclom 
Opinion, 1s worthily to diſcharge the Office cut Em- 

of a King. I excuſe more of their miſtakes, ployment 


than men commonly do, in conſideration of ng. 


the intolerable weight of their FunQion, which Y. 


does aſtoniſh me. *Tis hard to keep meaſure bem, Fi. 


' 1n ſo immeaſurable a Power. Yet fo it is, that 


it is to thoſe who are not the beſt natur'd men, 
a ſingular incitement to Virtue, to be ſeated 
in a place where you cannot.do the Jeaſt good 
that ſhall not be put upon Record 3 and where 
the leaſt benefit redounds to ſo many men : 
and where your Talent of Adminiſtration, like 
that of Preachers, does principally addreſs it 
{elf to the People, no very exa@ Judge, eafie 
to deceive, and eaſily content. There are few 
things wherein we can give a ſincere Judge- 
ment, by reaſon that there are few wherein 
we have not in ſome ſort a particular Intereſt. 

| Supert- 
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Superiority. and Inferiority, Dominion and 
$ubjecion, are- bound to a natural Envy and 
Conteſt, and. muſt neceſſarily perpetually in- 


, trench-upon. one: another, I neither believe 
..the one nor the other touching the rights of 
- theadverſe Party; let Reaſon therefore, which 
4 1s. inflexible and without Paſſion, determine. 


FXv <5 Tis not above a Month ago that I read over 


wo Scoth <_d contending upon this Sub- 
i ; of which, he who ſtands for the People, 


akes Kings to be in a worſe Condition than 
iT arter-, and he who writes for Monarchy, 


— places him ſome degrees above God-Almighty 


The Incon- 1} Power. and Sovereignty. Now the Incon- 


renicnce 


1 


< 


3 


of venitency: of Greatneſs,that I have made choice 
"of: to conſider in this place, upon ſome occa- 

 ; fron that. has lately put it into my head, 1s this, 
£C5";'There is not peradventure any thing more 


TT ID ——_ 


pleaſant inthe Commerce of men,than the Try- 
als that we make againſt one another, out -of 
Emulation of Honour and Valour, whether in 
the. Exerciſes of: the Body, or in thoſe of the 
Mind 3 - wherein the Sovereiga Greatneſs can 
have no true part. And in earneſt, I have often 
thought, that our of force of reſpe&, men have 
usd Princes difdamfully andinjurtquſly mn that 


* particular. For the thing I was infinitely of- 


fended at in my Child-hood; that- they who 
exerciz'd with me forbore to do: thetr beſt, be- 
cauſe they found me unworthy of their utmoſt 
endeavour, is what we fee happen to them 
every day, every one finding himſelf unwors 
thy to contend with them. If we _ 

| | tnat 
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| that they have the leaſt Paſſion to have the 
better, there is no one who will not make it 

his Bufineſs to give it them, and who will not 

rather betray his own Glory, than offend theirs; 

and will therein employ ſo much force only 

as is neceſſary to advance their Honour, What 

ſhare have they then in the Engagement, 
wherein every one is on their ſide ? Methinks 

I ſee thoſe Paladins of ancient times preſent- The Pals 
ing themſelves to Jyſts, with enchanted Arms 4% 
and Bodies z Briſſon running againſt Alexander,  X) 
purpoſely miſt his blow, and made a fault in 
his Career; Alexander chid him for it, but he 

ought to have had him whipr. Upon this con- 6;4;7. the 
Gderirtion, Carneades ſaid, has D—— of Prin- ———_ 
ceslearn'd nothing right, but to ride the great <2 
- Horſe ; by reaſon that in all their Exerciſes ciſe of the 
every one bends and yields to them: but a Sons of 
Horſe. that is neither a Flatterer nor a Cour- 

tier, throws the Son of a Kirg with no more 
temorſe, than he would do that of a Porter. - 
Homer was compell'd to conſent, that Venwr, 

fo ſweet and delicate as ſhe was, ſhould be 
wounded at the Battel of Troy, thereby to aſ- 

cribe Courage and Boldnels to her ; Qualities - 

that cannot poflibly be in thoſe who are ex- 

empt from Danger. The Gods are made to be 

angry, to fear, to run away, to be jealous, to 

grieve, and to be tranſported with Paſſions, to 

honour them with the Virtues,that amongſt us 

are built upon theſe Imperfe&tions. Who does 

not participate in the hazard and difficulty, can 
pretend no intereſt in the Honour and Pleaſure 
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Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book IN. 
that are the conſequents of hazardous Attions. 
'Tis pitty a man ſhould be ſo potent that all 
things muſt give way to him. Fortuze therein 
ſets you too remote*from Society, and places 
you in too great a Solitude. This eafinefs and 
mean facility of making all things bow under 
you.is an encmy to all forts of Pleaſure. This 1s 
to {lide, not to go, this istoſlcep, and not tolive, 


X) Conceive man accompanied with Omnipoten- 


cy, you throw him into an Abyſs : he muſt beg 
diſturbance and oppoſition as an alms. His 
Being and his Good is indigent : Their good 
Qualities are dead and loſt ; for they are not 


to be perceived, but by compariſon, and we 
., put- them out of it : they have little know- 


ledge of the true praiſe, having their Ears deaft 
with ſo continual and uniform an Approbati- 
on. Have they to do with the meaneſt of all 
their SubjeRs? they have no means to takeany 
advantage of him, if he but ſay, *17s becanſe he 
#5 my King, he thinks he has ſaid enough to 
expreſs, that he therefore ſuffered himſelf to be 
overcome. This Quality (tifles and conſumes 
the other true and eflential Qualities : they 
are involvd in the Royalty. and leave them 
nothing to recommend themſelves withal, but 
actions that direftly concern themſelves, and 


that meerly reſpe& the fun&ion of their Place. 


*Tis ſo much'to be a Kire, that he only is fo 
by being ſo 3 the ſtrange luſtre that environs 
him, conceals and {hrowds him from us3 our 
Gght 1s there repell'd and diflipated, being 
ſtop'd and filled by this prevailing light. The 


Senate 
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Chap. 7, Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
Senate awarded the prize of Eloquence to T3- 
berizs ; he refus'd 1t, ſuppoſing, that though 


tage from a Judgment ſo partial, and that was 
ſo little free to judge. As we give them all ad- 
vantages of Honour,ſo do we ſooth and autho- 
rize all their Vices and Defects.-not only by 
approbation, but by imitation alſo. Every one 
of Alexander: followers carried their Heads on 


———— — 


2yſius wan againſt one another in his preſence, 
ſtumbled at, and overturn'd whatever was 
under foot, to ſhew they were as pur-blind 
as he. Natural imperfections have ſometimes al- 
ſo ſerved to recommend a man to Favour. I 
have ſeen Deafneſs affefed : and becauſe the 
Maſter hated his Wife , Plutarch has ſeen his 
Courtiers repudiate theirs, whom they loved: 
And which 1s yet more, Uncleanneſs and all 
manner of diflolution has been in faſhion 3 as 
alſo Ditloyalty, Blaſphemies, Cruelty, Hereſie, 
Superttition, Irreligion, Effteminacy, and worſe, 
if worſe there be. And by an Example yet 


more dangerous than that of Mithridates Flat- Thoſe of 
terers, who, by how much their Maſter preten- _— 


ded to the honour of a good Phyſician, came 
to him to have Inciſtons and Cauterites made 
in their Limbs ; for theſe others ſuffered the 
Soul, a more delicate and noble Part, to be 


— 
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The prize 
of Elo- 

: : UEnce Te- 
it had been juſt, he could derive no advan: fusdby 77- 
berius, and 


why. 
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one fide, as he did 3 and the flatterers of Dio- Dion 
IS Natre- 
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* vitory z for which his Friends rebuking him 

Toru talk ſimply, ſaid he, would you not have hins 

. wiſer than I, who commands thirty Legions 2 

XxX) £« Angeſier writ Verſes __ Aſinins Pollio,and 

” 1, ſaid Polkzolay nothing, forit1s not prudence 

to write in conteſt with him who has power 

to proſcribe : And he had reaſon 3 for Diony- 

fix, becauſe he' could not equal Philoxenxs 10 

Poeſje, and Plato in Diſcourſe, condemn'd one 

to the @rarries, and ſent the other to be ſold 
- for a Slave into the Iſland of gina. » 


_ ——— 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Art of Conferring. 
2\ tx, *- i \IS the cuſtom of our Juſtice to con- 


demn fome for a warning to others, 
To condemn them) for having done amiſs, were 
folly, as Plato ſays, for what 1s done can never 
be undone 3 but 'tis to the end they may of- 
fend no more, and that others may avoid the 
Example of their offence : we do not corre& 
. the man we hang, we corre(t others by him. I 
do the ſame. My Errors are ſometimes natural, 
rcorrigible, and irremediaþle : but the good 
virtuous men do the Publick in making them- 
ſelves 1mitated, I peradventure may do the 
ſame in making my manners evaded: 

Howace, lib, Nonne vides albi ut malt vivat filins utque 
L- ſa.4  Barrus znops. magnum document, ne patri» 
Perdere quis velit. - (ar rews 
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Do but obſerve the wealthy Albizs's Son,, vr. Alex« 


- Into what want he 1s by wildnefs run >. 


See what a ſhabby fellow Barra#'s grown, 


Barra, the ranting't Gallant of the Town : 
A good Inſtrution tor young Heirs, that they 
Should not their Patrimony fool away, - 


Whilſt I publiſh and accuſe my own Imperfe- 


Rions, ſome one will learn to be afraid of 
them. The Parts that I moſt eſteem in my (&@f, 


derive more honour from decrying, than from 
commending my own Manners : which is the 
reaſon why I ſo often fall into, and ſo much 
inſiſt upon that ſtrain. But, when all is fumm'd 
up, a man never ſpeaks of himſelf without loſs, 
X man's accufations of himſelf are always be- 
liev'd, his praiſes never. There may peradven- 
ture be ſomeof my own Complexion, who bet- 
ter inſtru& me by contrariety than fimilitude. 
and more by avoiding than by imitation. The 
elder Cato had a regard to this fort of diſci- 
pline, when he ſaid, that the wiſe may learm 
wore of fools,than fools can of the wiſe; and Pan- 
ſanias tells us of an ancient player upon the 
Harp, who was wont to make his Scholars go 
to hear one- that played very ill, who liv'd 
over againſt him, that they might learn to hate 


hisdiſcords and falſe meaſures. The horror of | 
Cruelty more inclines me to Clemency, than | 


any Example of Clemency could poflibly da. 
A good Rider does not ſomuch mend my ſeat, 
as an aukward Attorney, or a Venetian on 


Horſe-back 3 and a clowniſh way of Speaking | 
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_ does more reform: mine, than the quainteſt 

83 (- ty, 7 DialeF. The ridiculous 'and fimple look of 
-:| another, does always advertiſe-and adviſe me; 

D that which pricks, rouzes and incites much 
better than that which tickles. The time is 

now proper that we ſhould reform back- 
ward, more by diſſenting than agreeing, by 
| differing than conſent. Profiting little by 
good Examples, I make uſe of thoſe that are 
111, which alſo are every where to be found : 
I endeavour to render my ſelf as agreeable as 

I ſee others offenſive, as conſtant, as I ſee others 
fickle, as affable, as I ſee others rough, and as 
good as I ſee others evil. But I propoſe to my 
£ #9” {elf invincible meaſures. The moſt fruitful and 
natural exerciſe of the Mind, in my opinion,is 
Conference ; I find the ufe of it more ſweet 
than of any other aftion of Life. And for that 
reaſon 1t 1s, that if I were now compell'd to 
chuſe, I thould ſooner, I think, conſent to loſe 
my Sight, than my Hearing and Speech. The 
Athenians, and allo the Romans, kept this Ex- 
Ercile in great honour in their Academies. The 
Italians retain ſome foot-ſteps of it to this day 
to their great advantage, as 1s manifeſt by the 
compariſon of our underſtandings with theirs. 
X) , The ſtudy of Books is a languiſhing and fee- 
Confe- - ble Motion, that heats not, whereas Confe- 


nce of ets 6 : VIIELS 
— TENCE teaches and exerciſes at once. If I con- 


than che  {er; he pretles hard upon me; : 
inte of er, he preſſes hard upon me, and wounds me 


Books, On both ſides 5 his imaginations raiſe up mine 
. to more than ordinary pitch. Jealouſie, Glo- 


TY 


vantage ferr with an underſtanding Man,and arude Je- - 
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- Chap. 8. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 233 
ry, and Contention, ſtimulate and raiſe meup | 
to ſomething above my ſelf; and a conſent of 
Judgment is a quality totally offenſive 1n. Con- ; 
ference, But, as our minds fortifie themſclves * ves 
by the communication of vigorous and regu- 
lar Underſtandings 3 'tis not to be expreſsd_ 
how much they loſe and degenerate by the 
continual commerce and frequentation we 
have with thoſe are mean and low. There is 
no Contagion that ſpreads like that : I know 
ſufficiently by Experience what 'tis worth a 
yard. T love to diſcourſe and diſpute, but it 
is but with few men, and for my ſelf ; for to 
do it as a SpeRtacle and entertainment to great 
Perſons, and to vaunt of a man's Wit and Elo- 
quence, is, in my opinion, very unbecoming a 
man of Honour. Impertinency is a ſcurvy Qua- | = <wEt: 
lity, but notto beableto endure it, to fret and | 
vex at It, as I do, is another ſort of diſeaſe, lit- 
tle inferiour to Impertinence it ſelf; and 1s the 
thing that I will now accuſe in my ſelf. I en- 
ter into Conference, and diſpute with great1i- 
berty and facility, foraſmuch as Opinion meets 


2 
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in me with a Soile very unfit for Penetration, 
and wherein to take any deep root : no Pro- 
politions ,aſtoniſh me, no belicf offends me, Fn 
though never ſo contrary to my own. : There | \ ff; 
15 no ſo frivolous and extravagant Fancy that | : 
does not ſeem to me ſuitable to the produde of 

human Wit. We, who deprive our Judgments 
of the right of determining, look indifferently 
upon various Opinions, and if we incline not 
our Judgments-to- them, yet we eaſily give 
them 
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them the hearing. Where one Scale is totally 


empty, Ilet the other waver under old Wives - 
' dreams. And I think my ſelf excuſable, if I ra- 


ther chuſe the odd number, Thurſday, rather 
than Friday 3 and if I had ratherbe the twelfth 
or fourteenth, than the thirteenth at Table ; 
if I had rather on a Journey ſee a Hare run 
by me than croſs my* way 3 and rather give my 
Man my left foot than my right, when he 
comes to dreſs me. All ſuch whimfies as are in 
Uſe amongſt us, deſerve at leaſt to be heark- 
ned unto. For my part, they only with me 
1wport 1nanity, but they 1mport that. More- 
over, vulgar and caſual Opinions are confide- 
red as things of moment, and are indeed ſome- 
thing more than nothing in Nature : and who 
will not ſuffer himſelf to proceed ſo far, falls 
peradventure into the Vice of Obſtinacy, to 
avoid that of Superſtition. The contradictions 
of Judgments then do neither offend nor alter, 


Claws. I could ſuffer my ſelf to be rudely 
handled by my Friend, fo much as to tell me 
that I am a Fool, and talk I know not of what. 
I love ſtout Expreſſions amongſt brave Men, 
and to haye them ſpeak as they-think. wy 
ma 
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maſt fortifie and harden onr hearing againſt. 


this tenderneſs of the ceremonious found of 


Words. I love a ſtrong and manly Familiarity 
and Converſation : a Friendſhip that flatters 
it Telf 1n the {harpneſs and vigour of its Com- 
munication; like love, in biting and ſcratching, 
It is not vigorous and generous enough, if 1t 
be not quarrelſome 3 if civilzd and artificial, 


” Sb. a ” 4 "___ « 
D Laeticy EEE En So. 5 71 &'s hs EO S400 TEOT s X F4 4 
Y - CIS wes 5; dares, "Po 4 As TJ 25: bs 4 cos i ee - : heed 
% F 


x) 


if it treads nicely, and fears the ſhock. Neque £79 4 


enine diſputari fine reprehenſione poteſt. Neithey 
can a man diſpute, but he muſt reprebend. When 
any one contradifts me, he raifes my attention, 
not my anger ; I advance towards him that 
controverts, that inſtrudts me. The Caxſe of 
Truth ought to be the common Cauſe both of 
one and the other: What will he anſwer? The 
Paſſion of Anger has already confounded his 
Judgment 3 amazement has uſurpt the place of 
Reaſon. It were not amiſs, that the deciſion of 
our diſputes ſhould paſs by wager : that there 
might be a material mark of our loſſes, to the 
end we might the better remember them; and 
that my Man might tell me, Tour Ignorance and 
Obſirnacy coſt you laſt year, at ſeveral times, a 
hundred Crowns. | embrace and careſs Truth in 
what hand ſoever I find it, and cheerfully fur- 
render my ſelf, and my conquer'd arms, as far 
off as I can diſcover it : and, provided it be 
not too imperiouſly, take a pleaſure in being 
reprovd; and accommodate my felf to: my Ac- 
cuſers, very often more by reaſon of civility 
than amendment, loving to gratifie and nou- 


riſh the liberty of Admonition, by my _— 
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of ſubmitting to it. Nevertheleſs, it is hard to 


bring the men of my time to it. They have 


not the courage to corre, becauſe they have 
not the courage to ſuffer themſelves to be cor- 
rected ; and ſpeak always with diſſimulation 
In the preſence of one another. I take fo great 
pleaſure in being judg'd and known, that it is 
upon the matter indifferent to me in which of 
the two Forms I am ſo : My Imagination does 
 ſooften contradictand condemn itſelf, that 'tis 
all one to me if another do it, eſpecially con- 
fidering that I give his reprehenſion no grea- 
ter authority than what I will my ſelf. But I 
break with him, who carries himſelf ſo high, as 
I .-know ſome do, that repents his advertiſe- 
ment, 1f not believ'd, and takes it for an af- 
2-, front if it benot immediately follow'd. In that 


13 *F-: * Socrates always receiv'd ſmiling the Contradi- 
- Mons © I againſt his Arguments, a man 

may fay his ſtrength of Reaſon was the caule, 

and the advantage being certain to fall on his 

ſide, he accepted them as matter of new victo- 

Av Noo Nevertheleſs, we fee on the contrary, that 
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nothing in Argument renders our Sentiments 


ſo delicate, as the opinion of preeminency and 


diſdain of the Adverſary 3 and that in Rea- 

ſon, 'tis rather for the weaker to take 1n good 

part the oppolitions that correct him and ſer 

en: &) him right. In earneſt, I rather chule the fre- 

| quentation of thoſe that ruffle me than'thoſe 

* that fear me. *'Tis a dull and hurtful Pleaſure 

to have to do with People who admire us, 

24 PS xand approve of all we ſay. Artiſthenes com- 
manded 
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manded his Children, never to take it kindly, 
or for a favour from any man that commen- 


ded them. I find I am much prouder of the y 
vitory I obtain over my ſelf, when even in ' 


. the ardour of diſpute, I make my ſelf ſubmit 
to my Adverſaries force of Reaſon, than I am 
pleasd with the victory I obtain over him 
throug 
admit of all manner of attacks that are dire&, 
how weak fſoever : but I am too impatient of 
thoſe that are made out of Form. I care not 
whar the Subject is, the Opinions are to me all 
one, and I am as indifferent whether I get the 
|better or the worſe : I can peaceably argue a 
whole day together, if the Argument be carr1- 
ed on with order. I do not fo much require 
force and ſubtilty, as method. I mean the or- 
der which we every day obſerve in the wran- 
glings of Shepherds and Apprentices, but ne- 
ver amonglt us. It they ſtart from their Sub- 
jed, *tis an incivility, and yet we do it. But 
their Tamult and Impatience never puts them 
out of their Theam. Their Argument ſtill 
continues its Courſe. If they prevent, and do 
not ſtay for one another, they at leaſt under- 
ſtand one another very well. Any one anſwers 
too well for me, if he anſwers what I ſay. But 
when the Diſpute is irregular and perplex'd, 
I leave the thing, and infiſt upon the form with 
Anger and Indiſcretion 3 and fall into a will- 


is weakneſs. In fine, I receive and 


ful, malicious, and imperious way of Diſputa- 
tion, of which I am afterwards aſham'd. "Tis 
impoſſible to deal honeſtly and-fairly _ a 
[ "2.7 ool. 
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229 Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſejr. Book lit: | Ci 
4 Fool. My Judgrent is not only corrupted ſto] 
under the hand of ſo impetuous a Maſter, but gh 
2f *0- x my. Conſcience alſo. Our Diſputes opght to _ 
{be interdicted, and puniſhd as well as other | Þ* 
verbal Crimes. What Vice do they not raiſe ho 

and heap up, being alwayes govern'd and 


commanded by Paſſion 2 We firſt_ quarre} {01 
with their Reaſons, and then with the men, of 
We only learn to diſpute, that we may coni- le 
tradict, and To every one contradicting, and th 
being contradifted, it falls out, that the fruit " 


\ Of Diſputation 1s to loſe and nullifie Truth ; 
X and therefore it is that Pluto 1n his Kepwblick ms 
prakibits this Exerciſe to Fools and 11] bred h 
* People..; To-what end do you go about to in- | 
quire of him who knows nothing to purpole ? 
Aman does no mjury to the Subject, when he 
leaves it to ſeek how he may defend it. I do 

not mean-by an Artificial and Scolaftick way, 

but by a natural one, with a ſound underſtan- 
ding. What will it be in-the end ? One flies 

to the Ezfs, the other to the Weſt, they loſe 

the principal, and wander in the Crowd of 
Incidents. After -an hour of Tempeſt they 
know vot what they {eek : one 1s low, the 
other high, anda third wide. One catches at 

a word and 2 fimile ; another is no longer 
ſenſible of 'what is laid in Oppoſition to him, 

and thinks of going on at his own rate, not of 
anſwering you. Another, finding himſelf too 
weak to make good his reſt, fears all, refuſes | 
all, aod at the very beginning confounds the 
Subj 3 orin the very height of the __ 


47 


BF Chap. 8. Seigheur de Montaigne's Eſſays, a3g ; 
ſtops ſhort, and'grows ſilent : by a peeviſh 

ignorance affeing a proud contempt 3 or by | 

an unſeaſonable modeſty ſhuns any further de- 

bate. Provided that this ſtrikes, he cares not 

how much he lays himſelf open 5 the other 

counts his Words, and weighs them for Rea- 

ſons. Another , only brawls, and makes uſe 

of the Advantage of his Lyngs. Here's one that 

learnedly concludes againſt himſelf, and anq- 

ther that deafs you with Prefaces, and ſenſe- 

leſs Digreſſions: another falls into down-right * 

railing, and ſeeks a ridiculous quarrel, to dif- 

engage himſelf from a Wit that preſſes too 

hard upon him : And a laſt man fees nothing 

into the reaſon of the thing, but draws a line _. -, 

of Circumvallation about you of Diale&ick . 

Clauſes, and the formwnlas of his Art. Now who « 2f 93 * 

would not enter into diſtruſt of Sciences, arid 

doubt whether he can reap from them any -{o- 

lid Fruit for the ſervice of Life 5 conſidering 

the uſe we put them to 2 Nzbil ſanantibus li. 

tris. Who has got Underſtanding by bis To x) 

gick ? Where are all her fair Promiſes ? Nee ,,,.., ] 

ed melius vivendum, nec ad commodins diſſe- 

rendum. It neither makes a man live better, nor ; 

diſpute more commodionſly. Is there more noiſe v4 vi ) 3 

or confuſion in the ſcolding of Fiſh-Wives, *- . 4 

than in the publick diſputes of men of this : 

Profeſſion ? I had rather my Son ſhould learn 2p 69.) + 

in a Tep-houſe to ſpeak, than in the School to " 

prate. Take a Maſter of Arts, conferr with 

him, Why does he not make us ſenſible of this 

artificial Excellence? Why does he not raviſa - \ 
Women, 
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"2840 geignenr de Montaigne's' Efeys. Book IT. 
| Women, and Tpnorants, as we are, with Admi- 
ration at the ſteadineſs of his Reaſons, and the 
Beauty of his Order? Why does he not ſway 
and perſviade us to what he will? Why does 
a man who has ſo great advantage 1n matter, 
mix Railing, Indiſcretion, and Fury mn his 
Diſputations? Strip him of his Gown, his Hood, 
and his Latine ; let,him batter-our Ears with 
Ariſtotle, who 1s wholly pure, and wholly be- 
liev'd, you will take him for one of us, or 
f- wag worle. Whilſt they torment us with this Com- 
_ plication and Confuſion of Words, it fares with 
X) them, methinks, as with Juglcrs; their Dexte- 
” rity impoſes upon our m_ ”_-_ cw not 
2,7 atall work upon our belief: this Legerdemain 
Sic excepted, cheyverform nothing that 1s not very - 
ordinary and mean. For being the more learned, 
they are never the leſs Fools. I love and ho- 
.X.) nour Knowledge as much as they that have it. 
e And in 1ts true uſe, 'tis the moſt noble, and 
the greateſt Acquiſition of men : but in fuch 
as T ſpeak of (and the number of them is infi- 
mite ) who build their fundamental ſufficien- 
cy and value upon itz who appeal from their 


# 


Seaece, Underſtanding to their Memory, ſab aliena 


wmbra latentes ; -and who _ nothing. but 

by Book ; I hate it, if Il may dare to ſay fo, 

. 87) worſe than Stupidity it ſelf. To my Country, 

| * -/ and in my time, Learning improves Fortunes 
. __ enough, but not Minds. If it meet with thoſe 
X) that are dull and heavy,” it overcharges and 
ſuffocates them, leaving them a crude and un- 
digeſted maſs: if airy and fine, it purifics, cla- 

| We rifies, 


Chap. 8. Segneur de Montaigne's Eſtye, 24t 
rifies, and @btilizes them, even to Exinanition. þ. 


6837) 


Tis a thing of almoſt» indifferent quality ; a 
very uſeful acceſſion to a well born Soul, but 
hurtful and pernicious to others : or rather, a 
thing of very pretious uſe, that will-not Tuf- 
fer it (elf to be purchas'd at an under rate. In 
the hand of ſome 'tis a Scepter, in that of others 


a Fools Bawble. But let us proceed. What - 


greater Victory can you expect, than to make 
your Enemy fee and know that he is not able 
' to encounter you ? When you get the bet- 
ter of your Argument, 'tis Truth.that wins 
when you get the Advantage of Fame and 
Method, 'tis then you that win. I am of Opi- 
nion, that in Plato and Xemophon, Socrates dil- 
putes more _in favour of Diſputants, than in 
favour of the Diſpute, and more to inſtru& 
Enthydemws and Protagoras in the knowledge 
of their Impertinence, than 1n the Impertinence 


x) 


- 


of their Art. He takes hold of the firſt Sub- 


je, like one that has a more profitable end 


than to explain it, namely, to clear the. Under- 
ſtandings, that he takes upon him to inſtru 


and exerciſe, To hunt after Truth is proper-4 q*c #- 


——— 


ly our buſineſs, and we are inexcuſable if we 
carry on the Chace impertinently and ill : to 


' fail of ſeizing it, is another thing. For we are . 


born to inquire: after Truth, it belongs to a 
greater power to poſleſs it, It is not, as De- 
mocritxs (aid, hid in the bottom of the Deeps 3 
but rather elevated to an infinite height in the 
Divine knowledge. The World is but a School 


Ring, 


of Inquiſition, It is not who ſhall carry the . 
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' Ring; but who ſhall mn the-beſt' Gokſes. He 
| P3Y-95 well; play-the faol-who ſpeaks true, as 
he that fpeaks alles tor. we are upon the man- 


a, uh, ko, regard: The Jon 0 the, ſubſtance, 
and..the Adworeter, as muchas the Canſe 5: as 


Alcibiades Grder'd.we ſhould : and every day 
paſsaway my thine 1n reading Authors, with- 
ont any conſideration of their Learning 3 their 
Method is what I look after, not. their Sub- 
jx&; how;not what they write : And. aft ſo do 
I hant after the converſation. of apy -cminent 
Wit, not that he may teach me,-but that 1 
may know him 3 and that being acquainted, 
If, I think him worthy of untation, | may 1mi- 

= him. Every man may fpeak truly, but 


þ 


methodically, and prudently, and fully, is a 
talent that'few men have. The falfty alſo that 
proceeds from Ignorance does not offend me, 
but'the foppery of 1t. I have broken off feve- 
ral Treaties that would have bcen of advan- 
tage to me, -by reaſon of the impertinence of 
thoſe with whom I treated. I am not mov'd 
once in a year at the faults of thote over whom 
I, have authority 3 but upon the account of the 
ridiculous obſtinacy of their Excuſes, we are 
every -day going together by the ears : They 
nefther underſtand what is-fajd, nor why, and 
anfwer accordingly, which - would make-a 
| man mad. I never feel any hurt upon my 
| Head, but when "tis knock'd againſt another, 
| and' more eaſily forgive 'the Vices -of my Ser- 
| vants, than their boldnels, mon 

| _ folly. 
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Chap. 8. Seigrwwde Monthighe'r Efay?, 243 * 

folly. Let them-do leſs; provided they undery 
ſtand what they do; You live 'in' hopes ta * + 
warm their afle&tion 'to: your” iService 3 but 
there is nothing to be had; or to.be hop'd+for 
from a ſtock, But what if I-take things other. 
wiſe than they are ?. perhapsI do : andthere- 
fore it 1s that I accuſe my own impatience 4 
and hold 'in the firſt' place, that it is equally 
yicious both in hum that is 10-the .right, and 4 
him that'is in the wrong 3 for 'tis always a « #270." 
tyrannick ſourenefs, not: to endure 'a = 
contrary to ones own : and befides, there can- Fa) 
not in truth be a greater, more conſtant, .nor 
more irregular folly, than to/be mov'd and an- 
gry atthe. follies of the World '; for it princi- 
pally makes us quarrel with our ſelves, and the 
' old Philoſopher never wanted occaſion for his Herachitus; 

tears, whilſt he confiderd himfelf. Mio one x) | 
of the ſeven Sages, of a Timonian and Demo- + 
critick humour, being ask'd, what he Taught at, 
being «lone £ That 1 do laughaloxe, anſwerd he. - 
How many ridiculous things, in my own opi- 
nion, do I ſay, and anſwerevery day that comes 
over my head?and then how many more,accor- 
ding tothe opinion of others ? If I bite my 
own Lips, what ought others todo ? In fine, 
we muſt live amongſt the living, and /et #he 
Rzver run under the Bridge, without care, / or, A 
at leaft, without our alteration. To ſpeak-the —_— 
truth,, why. do we meet a man with a hulch « zz 5 * (&} 


back, or any 'other deformity; without being 

mov'd,-and_cannot endure the encounter of a 

deform'd -mind without being angry ? This | 
R 2 VICIOUS 
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ing of Plato in our mouthes 5 Do not 1 think 
things unſound, becauſe I am not ſound my ſelf f 
Ame I not my ſelf in fault ® may not my obſorua- 
tion refle® upon my ſelf ? A wile and divine 
ſaying, that laſhes the moſt univerſal and com- 
mon Error of mankind 3 not only the Re- 
proaches that we throw in the faces of one 
another, but our Reaſons alſo, our Arguments 
and Controverſies are reboundable upon ts, 
and we wound our ſelves with our own wea- 


- pons. Of which, Antiquity has left me enow 


grave Examples. Tt was ingeniouſly, and home 
ſaid, by him who was the.inventer of this Sen- 
tence 3 

Stercus cuique ſuum bene olet. 


We ſee nothing behind us. We mock our 
ſelves an hundred times a day, when wederide 
our. Neighbour, and deteſt in others the De- 


feats which are more manifeſt in us, and ad- Þ 


mire them with a marvellous inadvertency and 
impudence. It was but yeſterday, that I ſaw a 


man of underſtanding, as pleaſantly as juſtly | 


ſcoffing at the folly of another, who did no- 


thing.but torment every body with the Cata- | | 


logue of his Genealogy and Alliances, above 
half of them falſe, ( for they are moſt apt to 
fall into ſuch ridiculous Diſcourſes,” whoſe 
Qualities are moſt dubious, and leaſt fure ; ) 
and yet, would. he have look'd- into himſelf, 
he would have diſcern'd hunfelf to be no leſs 


mtaign Eſſays, Book IM. 


., vicious  ſourneſs ' reliſhes more of the Judge 
.4-; than the Crime." Let us alwayes bave this ſay- 


intem- 


., a+ oa 


e 
; 
? 


chi. Sigh Irs fig 
intemperate'and impertinent; in extolling hi 

Wiſes Pedigree. . Oh importunate preſumpri- 
on, with which the Wife ſees her ſelf arm'd 


by the hands- of -her own Husband ! Did he 
underſtand Latiz, we ſhould ſay to him, 


245 


dee, {7 hec non inſanit ſatis ſua ſponte, inſtiga. "Tirem. = 
| e4-fe-2s 


| If of her ſelf ſhe be nat mad enough, 
| Faith, urge her on unto the utmoſt proof. 


I do not ſay, that no man ſhould accuſe who -x 4 a=, 


is not clean himſelf, for then no one would 
ever accuſe, becauſe none 1s abſolutely clean 
from the ſame ſort of ſpot 3- but I mean, that 
our Judgment, falling upon another whoſe 
name is then in' queſtion, does not at the fame 
time ſpare our ſelves, but ſentences us with an 
inward and ſevere authority. *Tis an office of 
Charity, that he who cannot reclaim himſelF 
from a Vice, ſhould nevertheleſs endeavour to 
remove it from another, in whom peradven- 
ture it may not have ſo deep and ſo malignant 
a root. Neither do Ithink it an anſwer to the 


purpoſe, to tell him, who reproves me for my 
fault that he himſelf is guilty of the ſame, 
hat by that > The reproof is. notwithſtand- 
ing true, and of very good uſe. Had we a 
good Noſe, our own ordure would ſtink worſe 
to us, foraſmuch as it is our own. And Socrates 
1s of opinion, that whoever ſhould find him- 
ſelf, his Son, and a ſtranger guilty of any vio- 
lence and wrong, ought to begin with him- 
> OI A ſelf, 


_ 


ſ-) 


0 


246 Seignenr de Montaighes Efeye.* Book HE) 


ſelf; to preſent himſelf firſt to' the Sentence of: 
Juſtice;;and implore, to purge bunſelf, the aſ-/ 
{iſtance-'of the hand of the Exectitioner 3 mn 
the next 'place be ſhould proceed tor his Son; 
and laſtly, to the $tranger.. If this Precept feem 
too ſevere, he ought at leaſt to preſent himſelf 
the-firſt to the Pangfliment of his: own Cont- 
ſcience. The Senſes are our proper and firſt 
Judges, which» perectve not things but by &x- 
ternal Accidents 3. and tis no wonder, if iri-all 
the parts of the Service of our Society, there is 
ſojmperpetual ahd vinjverſal a-mixtare of Cere4 
monies, and ſaperficial Apparenidesz wifomuch: 


that the beſt ahd;moſt effefual! part of our. | 


Palicies do therein: confift : 'Tis finlk man; winhi | 


on- is wonderfully Corporal. | Let thoſe, who! | 


of theſe late, years would ere for us ſitch:ai 
contemplative; and; ifamaterial an Exerciſe-of: 
Religion, not - wonder if there! be ſome who) 
think-it had vaniſh'd and melted through their! 


Fingers, had tnotmore upheld it ſelf amongft: # 


FI AA. RESTS I. 
FR pe ih; : TI FEISS - 


us as a Mark, Tue, and Inſtrument of Diviſi-* - 


on and Faction, than by it ſelf. As in Confe- 


that ſpeaks, oft-times gives Reputation to vain 
Arguments and 4dle:Words'; it 1s not to be 


9 l s. 
2 *4-5* rence, the Gravity, Robes, and Fortune of him 


prefum'd, but thatamanſoattendedand feard,, | 


has in him more than-ordmary Sufficiency 3 and 
that he to whom the: King has given fo many 
Othces and Commiſſions, ſo ſupercilious and 
proud, has not'a great deal more in. him, than 
another that ſalutes him-at ſo,great-a diſtance, 


and 


x Chap, 87 Seignevr de Montaipne'nEfays: 
: | and who has no Eniployment at all. - Notions 
- ly-the Words, but) the ſoun:Jooks:alfo of theſe 


People are confidered/ and: recorded 5 every 


one making: 1e- his Buln inclyto.give them: ſome 
fine; and ſ0}1d-Interpretations+ -Thittiey 
to common Confexence.and that; yau: offer any 
wen but . it  Approbation and Revercnce; they 


then knock! you:down with the Authority iof 


their Experience 3 they have heard, they. have 
ſeen, they have done ſo and ſo, you arecruſh'd 
with Examples: -t ſhould - tell: them, that” that'the 


{ Fruit of a Chirurgions Experience, is:pat the 


: Practices, and his remembring 


ODf. 
that he has and four People.of the Plague,and . 


three of the Goxt, unleſs he knows how from 
hence to: extral ſomerhin hereon to form 


he .15 became: more skilful in | his Art. wy in 
a. Conſort of 'lafttuments, we do. not hear a 
Late, a Herpfical; or. a Flite alone, but one 
intre Harmony-of all rogether. If Travel and 
Offices have improv'd them, 'tis a produ@ of 
their Underſtanding to make it. appear. *Tis 
got enough to reckon Experiments, they mu{t 


weigh and: ſort: them, digeſt and diſtill them, 
to. extrat the Reaſons and Concluſions they 


carty alvng with them. There were never * 


{o-many Hiſtorians. It is indeed good, and. of 
uſe to read them 3 for they: furniſh us every 
where with excel)ent and laudable Inſtructions 
from the Magazine of their Memory, which 
doubtleſs. is of great concern to the relief of 
Life 3 but *tis not that we ſeek for now : we 

R 4. EXAMINE 
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249 Seigneur. de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 11] 
examine whether theſe Relators and Colleors 

=, , of things are-cominendable themſelves. - I hate 
HY". * all forts of Tyranny, whether Verbal or Ef 
very ready to oppoſe my ſelf 

. againſt/thele. vain'Circumſtances that delude 
AH gs) our Judgements by the Senſes 3 and whilſt I 
lye upan my: Guard from theſe extraordinary 
Grandeurs, -I find, that at beſt, they are bur 
Men, as others are; | | | 


Fuven, - Rarm enim firme Senſut comminins in illa 
keg Fortuna. | I 

Sir Robert fotos For 'tis rare 
Stapleton, If mighty Fortunes common Sence' can ſhare. 


— 


Peradventure we eſteem and look upon them 
for leſs than they are, by reaſon they under- 
take more, and more expoſe themſelves 3 they 
do not anſwer the charge they have underta- 
&/£1*; ken. There muſt be more Vigourand Strength 
# in the Bearer, than the Burthen z he who has 
X) not lifted as much as he can, leaves you to | 
: ghels, that. he has ſtill a Strength beyond | 
that; and that: he has not been tryd to the 
utmoſt of what he is able todo; He who 
{inks under his load, makes a diſcovery of his 
beſt, and a. weakneſs of his _ This 
Is the reaſon that we ſee ſo many filly Souls 
F< fo: hs) = Learned, and more than | npater 
the better ſort : they would have made 
Husbandmen, good Merchants, and _—_ Ar- 
tizans : their natural vigour was cut out to 
that proportion. Knowledge is a thing of great 
oF weight, 


0 


Chap. 8. Seignewr de Montaigne's Eſſays.” 
Sg ha they faint under it : their Underſtan-/ 


ding has neither vigour nor dexterity enough 


tolet forth and diſtribute, to employ, or make 
uſe of this rich: and'/powerfut matter. It has' 


no. prevailing: virtue but in a ſtrong Nature 
and'ſuch Natures are very rare. And the weak 


ones, ſayes Socrates, ſpoil the dignity of Phz-+ 
loſophy in the handling. It appears uſtleſs and 


vicious, when lodg'd in an. ill contriv'd mind;' 
They ſpoil and make fools of themſelves. 


Humani qualis ſimulator ſintins oris, Claudia. 
 Quem puer arridens, pretioſo ſtamine ſerum ' 


. Belauet, nudaſque nates, ac terga reliquit 


'. Ludibrium menſis. 


Juſt like an Ape, that in his face does bear © 
Of man the counterfeited CharaGer, 


Whom wanton Boyes to Table laughter move, * 


Have dizen'd up in richeſt ſilks above, 
And, the Ape more ridiculous to fhow, 


The raw, bald buttocks naked left below. 


Neither is it enough for thoſe who govern and x 


command us, and have all the World in their 
hands, to have a common underſtanding, and 
to be able to do the ſame that we can. They 
are. very much below us, if they be not in- 
fimtely above us. As they promiſe more, ſo 


they are to perform more 3 and yet ſilence is 
to them not only a countenance - reſpe& and. 


granieygont very often of good husbandry too : 


vr Megabyſus, going to ſee Apelles in his paint- 
; Ing 
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ing room, ſicod a: great ga Sinbciue 6 
gn mort, and) at laſt began to. ta Gf his 
Paintings 3: for: which he - receivid this rude 


. reproof 3 Whilft thou waſt ſilent, thou ſeemd' 
to - ſome extraordinary Perſon, by _ of 
Chains and rich Habit, but now that we have 
heard thee ſpeakh,,there is not the meaneſt Boy 2y 722 109 
Shop that does not deſpiſe thee. Thoſe Princely 
Ornaments'and:that mighty ſtate, did not: pex- 
mit him to be-ignorant with a common 1pno- 
rance, and to ſpeak impertinently of Painting; 
-. he bo cugtn to:have kept this external and pre- 
EDA Mo ſumptive knowledge ſtent.  'To how many 
Puppies _of:my'time has a fallen and filent fa- 
ſhion procur'd the opinion of Prudence and 
Dignities Capacity ? Dignities and Offices are of neceſ: 
__ firy conferrd-more by Fortune than upon the 
by For- ACcount of Merit, 'and we are oft too blame, 
 -— to; condetnn K; ings when they are misplacd. 
©. On the contrary, 'tis a wonder they ſhould 
. have ſo good luck where there 1s Is ſo Intleskill ; 
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Martial, _ Principis FD virtue maxima, noſſe ſues, 


There's of a Princes Virtnes none 
So great, as that he know his 01 his own. 


7) For Nature has not given_them a  Gght tt that 
can extend to fo man y People, ' to diſcerri | 
which excells' the reſt, nor to penetrate into | 
our Boſoms, where the knowledge of our 
Wills and beſt value lies. They muſt chooſe us 
, by conjefture and by groping 5 by the LOurrA 
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Chapy B.. Seignes de Montaigne; Eſſays.” 
Wealth, Learning, and the Voice of the Peo- 


ple, which are all very feeble” Arguments. 


Whoever - could - find ;out 'a. way: that ama 
; "by Juſtice, and chaſe men by 
on, would, in. one. thing, eſtabliſh a pe 


foe Form of Government. py" a he brought 


this great. Afﬀairi to a'very good. paſs,. That is. 
Seder ta fay ſomething, but nor-ta ſay enough, 
For: this- - Sentence is; juſtly receiv'd, That we 
| Cove els by Events. The 
Carthaginians pu p -of their 


| Capthins, though: the Ike was: ſheceſsfu] 5 and; 
| the People of Rae have oft deny'd a Triumph 
for; great and; very advantageous; ViRories, 
{ betauſe the Condu@ of the Gereral was not: 


an{werable:to his: good fortune: Wetordinari- 

ly; ſee-in the' ations. of the World, that For- 
tyre; to ſhew us. her. power in-all things, and 
thatſhe'takes a pride to abate our Preſumption, 


ſeeing ſhe could not make Fools wiſe, ſhe has 


made them fortunate, in envy of Virtue ; and 
does; moſt favour thoſe Executions, is, the Web 
of which is moſt purely her own. Whence it is; 
that. we daily Fe the ſimpleſt amongſt us 
bring to paſs great BuſineG, both publick and 
private. And, as Syrannes the Perſian an- 
ſwerd thoſe who wonder'd that his Afﬀairs 
ſucceeded fo Ml, confidering that his Delibera- 
tions were ſo wiſe, that he was ſole Maſter of 

his Deſigns, but that the Succeſs was wholly 4 
the power of Fortune, Theſe may anſwer the 
ſame, but with a contrary Biaſi, Moſt world- 
| Crna goyern'd and perform'd by her. 
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2352" Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book It; 


C 
A447 FEne« | Fata viam inveniunt HR - ; 
'  - /- The Event does often juſtifie a very fooliſh'Þ * 
Condu&. Our interpoſition is nothing more' | © 
than as'it were a' running on by rote, and: ſ 
more commonly a Confideration of Cuſtom iſ * 
and Example; than of Reaſon. Being aſtoniſhyd' | * 
at the' Greatneſs of the Execution, T have-for-' 8 * 
 ' merly beenacquainted with their Motives and | 
- - Addreſs, by thoſe who had perform it, and\ 8 * 
have found nothing in it, but very ordinary) | 
Counſels 3 and the moſt vulgar and uſeful are | 
» Alſo perhaps the moſt fure-and convenient for' | 
_ _ , pradtice, 'if'not for ſhow. And what if the 
oV03'\v, 1 Plaineſt' Reaſons are the beſt ſeated ?: the' 
*.., , nicaneſt, Toweſt, and moſt beaten more adap-' F 
'How the ted to' Aﬀairs? To maintain the Authority of 
Authority the Counſels of Kings, 'tis not-fit that profane- | 
Counſels Perſons ſhould participate of them, or ſee fur- 
of ES ther into them than the outmoſt Barr. He | 
preſery'd. that will husband his Reputation, muſt be re-' 
. verenc'd upon Credit, and taken all together, # 
My - Conſultation gives the firſt lines: to the | 
Matter, and conſiders it lightly by the firſt 
face it preſents : the ſtreſs and main of the 
Buſineſs I have (till referr'd to Heaven: = 


Hor. I. t. Permitte divis cetera. 

Ode, LD - p F 

good and ill Fortune are in my Opinion two: 

Sovereign Powers. *T1is Folly to think that: 

humane Prudence can play the part of Fortune; 

and vain js his attempt, who preſumes to'com- 
| | prehend 


& 173 &, 


AI 


rehend Cauſes and Conſequences, and by the 
hand ro condu@ the progreſs of his. deſign ; 
and moſt eſpecially vain in the Deliberations 
of War. There was never greater Circum- 
ſpetion and Military Prudence, than ſome- 
times is ſeen amongſt us : can it be that men 
are afraid to loſe themſelves by the way, that 
they reſerve themſclvesto the end of the Game ? 


I do moreover affirm, that our Wiſdom it ſelf, x'<p.#9 


and wiſeſt Confultations, for the moſt part 


commit themſelves to the Conduct of Chance. 
My Will and my Reaſon is ſometimes mov'd 
by one Breath, and ſometimes by another ; and 
many of theſe movements there are, that go- 


vern themſelves without me : my Reaſon h 

uncertain and caſual agitations a impulſions. , 
DVertuntur ſpecies animorum, & peFora motus Virg.Geeg, 

(4 I ® 


Nunc alios, alios dum nubila ventus agebat 
Concipinnt. 
| (their mind, 


| Their thoughts are chang'd, the motions of Mr. 0%ilby. 


Inconſtant are, like Clouds before the Wind. 


Let a man but obſerve who are of greateſt 


Authority in Cities, and who beſt do their own 
buſineſs, we ſhall find that they are commonly 
men of the leaſt Parts : Women, Children, and 
mad-men have had the fortune to govern great 
Kingdoms equally well with the wiſeſt Prin- 
ces ; and Thucydides ſays, that the ſtupid more 
frequently do it than thoſe of better under: 
ſtandings. We attribute the effe&ts of their 
good fortune to their Prudence. ” 


Cliaps 8: Seigninr de Montaighe's Eſayz. 253 
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Plaut, | qriſqn e fortune tibur TI 

Pherd. wy vari: 4 od. ph we ſapere illuns Onnty 

[_ dicimmy, 

they husband their Eftates, we prize; 
| ar reputed wiſe. 


4 b& $ Wherefore 1 far, that. in all ſarts of of Fartune 
Events are a very poor teſtimony of oor 
4245 worth and Parts. Now I-was upon this point, 
that there needs no more; but to ſee a man 
ed to Dignity, - though we knew him 
but-three dayes. before a man of no regard ; 
yet an-image of Grandeur, and ſome extraor- 

© dinary! y 
and we perſuade our '{elves, that being | aug- 


IT it happen ſo that he fall again, and be mix'd 


#n place ? Do Princes ſatisfie themſelues with 

« Jo little ? Really we were in good hands. This 

1s a thing that 'I have often iſcen in my time, 

Nay, ſo much as the very diſguiſes of Gran- 

deurs repreſented in our Ora, does in 

ſome ſort move and deceive us. That which 1 

my ſelf adore in Kings, is, the Crowd of 

4? a. their Adorers. All Reverence and Submiſſion 
is due to them, except that of the _ 

| ing: 


mented in Reputation and. Attendants, he is 

3 alſo increas'd in Merit. We judge of him not 
according to his value, but as we * by Coun- 

ters, according to the prerogative of his Place, 


with the common crowd, every one inquires 
with adwiration into the cauſe of his having 


been rais'd fo high. 1s #f he? ſay they, could he |: 
make no better proviſiou'for himſelf when he was | 


3 Roa « aac t.. A oo”: 


= Chaps 8: Sejzweur de Montaigne's Eſſay. 355 * 
ding. Reafoti -is not oblig'd to bow and 
bend, my Knees are. Melanthius being ask'd, 
4, © what he thought of the Tragedy of Dionyſins? 

- {1 could not ſee't, fajd he, it was fo clouded 
with Language : ſo the moſt of thoſe who - 
& judge of the Diſcourſes of great men,,ought to 
ne & ſay, I did not underſtand his words, he was | 
or & ſo clouded with Gravity, Majeſty, and Great- lo 
ng 8 nels. Antiſthenes, one day intreated the Athe- x.]v Wy" (X) 44 
an & 2ian5 to give order that their Aſſes might as J 
im & well be employ'd in. tilling the ground as the 
|; & Horſes were : To which it was anſwer'd, that 

r- & thoſe Animals were not deſtird for ſuch a ſer- 

n, & vice: That's all one, reply'd he, it only ſticks % 
at your command: for the moſt ignorant and 

is & incapable men you employ inyour Commands 

't & of War, immediately become worthy enough 

- & becauſe you employ them. To which, the * 

. & Cuſtom of ſo many People who Canonize the 
1 & Kings they have choſen out of their own 
s & Body, and are not content only to honour, 
; 
1 
} 


= but adore them, comes very near. Thoſe of Deifieation 
= Mexico,after the Ceremonies of his Coronation, *24Adore- 
- | dare no more preſume to look him in the face; kings of 
; © but, as if they had deified him by his Royalty, Hexice. 
| amongſt the Oaths they make him take to main- 
| tain their Religzox and Laws, to be valiant, 
| Juſt, and mild, he moreover ſwears to make 
the Sz run his Courſe in his wonted Light, 
to drain the Clouds at a fit Seaſon, to confine 
| Rivers within their Channels, and to cauſe all 
things neceſſary for his People to be landed 
upon the Earth. I differ from this common fa- 
ſhion, 
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256 Seigneur de Montaigne's' Eſſays, Book WY « 
ſhion, and am more apt to ſuſpe& his Capad 
ty, when I ſee it accompanied with that gran 
deur of Fortune and publick Applauſe. -We 
are to conſider,of what advantage it is to ſpeak 
when he pleaſes, to chuſe the Subject he wil 
ſpeak of, to interrupt or change other rhen 
Arguments with a Magiſterial Authority 3 to 
prote& himſelf from the oppoſitions of other 
| by a nad, a ſmile, or filence, in the preſence 0 
,. 40 Aſſembly that trembles with reverence and 
gn /: 1 eſpe. A man of a prodigious Fortune, con 
f | ming to give his Judgment upon ſome ſligh 
Diſpute that was fooliſhly ſet on foot at hi 
$ Table, begun in theſe words, It car be wit 
| other but a Lyar or a Fool, that will ſay other 
wiſe than ſo and ſo. Purſue this philoſophical 
Point with a Dagger in your hand. There 
another Obſervation I have made, from which 
I draw great advantage 3 which 1s, that in 
: - Conferences and Diſputes, every word thai 
ſeems-to be good is not immediately to be ac 
*, cepted. Moſt men are rich in borrow'd Sen 
tences, without underſtanding the force of 
them themſelves. That a man does not per| 
fectly underſtand all he borrows, may perhap! 
be verified in my felf. A man muſt not al 
' ways preſently yield, what truth or beauty fc 
ever may ſcem to be in the Argument. Eithaſ 
a man muſt ſtoutly oppoſe it, or retire, under 
colour of not underſtanding it, to try on all 
parts how it is lodgd in the Author. It may 
happen that we may run upon the point, and 
meet the truth that we could not _— 
| TY CACN, 
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Cliap. 8. Sejgneur de Montaigne's ©/ays. 
| reach. I have ſometimes, in the neceſſity and 


heat of the Combat, made -falfifies that have 
gone through Mnd through, beyond my expe- 
Ration and deſign. I only gave them in num- 
ber, they were receivd in weight. As when I 
cottend with a vigorous man, I pleaſe my ſelf 
with anticipating his concluſions, I caſe him of 
the trouble of explaining himſelf; I ſtrive to 
prevent his Imagination, whillt it is yet ſpring- 
ing and imperfe& : the Order and Pertinen- 
cy of his Underſtanding, warns and threatens 
me afar off : I deal quite contrary with theſe; 
I muſt underſtand, and prefuppole nothing but 


| by them. If they determine in general words, 


this is good, that is naught, and that they hap- 
pen to be in the right, ſee if it be not For- 
tune that hits it off for them. _ Let them a lit- 
tle circumſcribe and limit their Judgment, 
why, or how it is fo. Theſe univerſal Jadg- 
ments, that I ſee fo common, fignifie nothing; 
Theſe are men that ſalute a whole People in 
a crowd together 3 They who have a real ac- 
quaintance, takenotice of, and falute them par- 
ticularly and by name. But 'tis a hazardous At- 
tempt 3 and from which I have more thaneve- 
ry day ſeen it fall out, that weak Underſtan- 
dings, having a mind to appear ingenious, in 
taking notice, as they read a Book, of that is 
beſt, and moſt to be admir'd, fix their admi- 
ration upon ſomething fo very il choſen, that 


inſtead of making us diſcern the excellency of | 

the Author, they make us ſee their own igno- | 

tance. 'This exclamation is ſafe enough, 7his ' 
S ; 
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+ fine, after having heard a whole Page of Vir- 
gil; and by that the cunning ſort of Fools fave 
themſelves. But to undertaketo follow bim 
line by line, and with an expert and approv'd 
Judgement, to obſerve where a good Author 


_ excells himſelf, weighing the Words, Phraſes, 


Cic. Offic, 
(th. 1. 


Seco; 


Inventions and various Excellencies, one after 


another 3 take heed of that, Videnduw eſt, non 
modo, quid quiſque loquatur, ſed etians, quid 
quiſque ſentiat, atque etiam qua de cauſa quiſque 
fentiat. A man is not only to examine what eve« 
ry one ſayes, but alſo what cvcry one thinks, and 
for. what reaſon every ove thinks. I every day 
hear Coxcombs fay things that are not fooliſh : 
They ſay a good thing, let us examine how 
far they underſtand it, whence they have it; 
and what they mean by it. We help them to 


make uſe of this fine Expreſſion, of this fine || 


Sentence, which is none of theirs, they only 
bave it in keeping 3 they have ſpit it out at a 


venture, we bring it for them into credit and i 
eſteem. You take them by the hand when you | 
{ce ther falling. To. what purpoſe ? They do | 


not think themſclves oblig'd to you for it, and 
become more fools {til}. Never take their part, 
let them alone ; they will handle the matter 
like People who are afraid of burning their 
fingers, they neither dare change. its ſeat nor 
light, nor: break. rato it, ſhake 14 never fo; lit- 
tle, it {lips through their fingers 5 they give 
up their cauſe, be it never ſo-ſtrong, or good 
however. Theſe are fine ' Arms, but lt hafted 


How many .tunes. have I {een the experience? | 


Now 
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Chap. 8. . Seigrexr de Montaignes Efſeye. 259: 


| need on't, and is the worſe fort. I love to 
| let them ſtep deeper into the dirt z and fo 


| diſcern their errour. Folly and abfurdiry are _ o_ 
{ not to be curd by bare Admonition. And'by Admo- 
= what Cyrws anfwer'd to him, who impottrm'd nition. 

| him to harangue his Army, upon the point of et av) X) 
Z Bartel, that men do not become valiant- and "MN 
= warlike upon a fadden, by a fine Oration, no 
& more than a'man becomes a good Muſician by 
Z bearing a fine Song, may properly be ſaid of 
Y ſuch an Admonition as this. Theſe are Ap- - 
E prentice-ſhips that are to be ſerv'd-before-hand, 
| by along and continud Education. We owe 


 Inftrutionto our own 3 but to go preach tothe 


| abhor. Trarely do it,even in particular conferen- 
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Now if you come to: explam: any thing to 
them, and to confirm them, they preſemily 
catch at it, and prefently rob you of the ad- 
vantage of your interpretation; 1t was what I 
w vs to ſay 3 it was juſt my conceit, and-if | 
T did not expreſs it ſo, it was for want of Lan- 
guage. Very pretty ! Malice it ſelf muſt be em- * In, af 
ploy'd to corre& this proud Ignorance. He- 

2ias his Dodrine, that we are neither to hate, =) 

nor accuſe, bur inſtru, has reafon elſewhere z 

Burt. here 'tis injuſtice and infumanity, to re- 

lieve and ſet him right who- ſtands in no 
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deep, that if it be poſſible, they may at laſt 


— 


this care, and'this affiduiry of CorreQion and 


firftpaſſer by,and to Lord it over the Ignorance 
atid Folly of the firſt we meet, is a thing that I 


ces,and rather ſiirxender my cauſe, than proceed | 54/00 \* 
tothele ſupercilios and magiſterial inſtructions. 
_ - My 


*1v [2 x nothing vexes me. ſo ill in Folly, as that it 
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Seignenr de-Montaigne's E/ays. Book Il. 

My humour is: unfit either to (peak or write 
for Beginners 3 but | for things that are ſaid in 
common Diſcourſe, or-among(t other things; 
I never oppoſe them, either by word or fign, 
how falſe or abſurd. ſoever. As to the teſt, 


» 


. 
J . 
. 


pleaſes it ſelf more than any Reafon can rea- 
ſonably pleaſe it ſelf. *Tis 1}! luck, that Pru- 
dence forbids us to ſatsfie and truſt 1n our 
ſelves, and always diſmiſſes us timorous and 
diſcontent 3 whereas Obſtinacy and Temerity 
fill thoſe who are poſſeſvyd with 'them with 
» Joy and aſſurance. 'Tis for the ignorant to 
look at other men \over the {honlder, al-_ 
ways returning from the combat full of Joy 
and Triumph. And moreover, for the moſt 
part, this arrogancy of Speech and gaiety of 
Countenance gives them the better of it in the 
opinion of the Audience, which is commonly i 
ignorant, and incapable of well judging and 
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obſtinaey x diſcerning the real advantage. Obſtinacy of 
a reſtimo- Opinion, and heat in Argument are the ſureſt 
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none eo no meg mor mmage meer operon 


proofs. of Folly. Is there any thing ſo afſur'd, i 
reſolute, diſdainful, contemplative, ſerious and 
. grave as an Aſs ? may we not mix with the 
title of Conference and Communication,- the K 
quick and ſharp Reparties which Mirth and 
Familiarity introduces among(t Friends, plea-| 
ſantly and witnily. jeſting with- one another? i 
An exerciſe for which my natural gayety ren- 
ders me fit enough 5 which, if it be not too 
long and ſerious, as the other I ſpoke of but 
now, 'tis no leſs ſmart and ingenious, nor - 
| | lels 
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Chap. 8. | Sejgnenr de Montaigne's Eſſays: »& Jab$2 
leſs utility, as Lycarg#s thought. For my. part, - :: + 
I contribute to 1t more Liberty than Wit, and - 

have therein more of Luck than Invention'; 


L | 13508 /=p 


aff) f revenging themſelves, accuſe-at onse thei, | 
hes own Folly and Imparience. Tn this Jollity we 
by ſometimes pinch the private ſtrings of 'our 
116 Imperfeftion, which, at another time, -when 
of more temperate, we cannot touch without 
" offence, and profitably give one another a hint 
4 = of our Defects. There are! other Sports of 

Z Hand, rude and indiſcreet, after the French 
wn # manner, that I 'morta]ly hate 5 my skin is very 

E tender and: ſenſible : I have in my time feen 


. # two Princes of the Blood” Izterrd upon that 
x very acconnt. Tis unhandſome to fall out, 


8 and fightin play. ' As to the reſt, when I have 

{ a mind to judge of any'one, I ask him how 

of much he' is; contented with himſelf, 'to what 

degree his ſpeaking -or his work pleaſes him. 

|= E will none; of theſe fine excuſes, I did 7t only 
A Ovport gent 27s | | 
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" Ovid. Thift. 
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* Fax l find t 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book m- 
__Ablatuni 'mediis opus eft incudibus iſtud. 
This Work unfiniſtyd from the Anvil came, 


I was not an FE chout it : I have never revisd 
it ſince. Well then, ſay I, lay theſe aſide, and 
give a perfe&t one, ſuch a one as you would 


be meaſurdby : And then, what do you think 


is the beſt thing, in. your Work ? - Is it this 
part or, that ?. che /Grace,, or the Matter, the 


, Invention, the: Jodgment, or. the-Learning ? 
TK ly as wide of | 


Author derives. no praiſe 3 and good Books; 


as well as good Works, that ſhame the Work» | | 


man. -I may write the mannexy. of :gur' Feaſts, 
and the faſhion of our Cloaths, and may. write 
them ill ; I may publiſh the Edi&, of my time; 
and the Letters of Princes that.pab from hand 
to hand 3 I may make'ap, Abtidgment!'of 4 
good Book, ( and every Abridgment upan a 


good 


oe. oe. ei So 0% 


Y, DAVE ; | them, but; for want of 
pcs to know. pr diſtingujſh-them., The 
Work, by its. own Force and fortune; may Te- 8 
cond the Workman, ; and. ſomgtines our-ſtrip | 
bim, beyond. his Iavention' and Knowledge. 
For my- part,..I do-not judge of the value of 
other mens Wgrks, more obſcurely than of 
my own 5 and. prize my. Eſſays now; high, 
pow, low, with, great dgubt and inconſtancy; 
There are ſeveral Books that: -are-uſefu] upon | 
the-account of theix-SubjeQs, from: which the 


Chap. 8. Scigneur-de Montaigne's Eſſay. 


* commend the Invention, not him, 
{ met with it 1n Tacitzs not long ſince : Beme- Tacit. Ann. 
| ficia eo uſque leta ſunt, dum videntur exoluz; © * 

* poſſe, nbi multum antevenere, pro gratia odiuns 


| @20 means be a frien 


oWn, and. what-is not 3 and in that which is 


263 
good Book is 'a fooliſh  Abridgment ) which The Epito- 


mizing of 


& * 


Book ſhall come to be loſt, and the like. Po- p00» * 
ſterity will derive a ſingular utility from ſuch fooliſh un- 
Compoſitions : but what honour ſhall I have, Jerraking, 
unleſs by. great good fortune? A great part ourhonour 
of the moſt famous Books are in this conditi- © theUn- 
on. When 1 read Philip de Commines, ſeveral *, "of G3 D 


years ago, doubtleſs a very good Author, I 


| there took norice of this for no vulgar ſaying, 


That a_ man nmſt have a care of doing his Ma- 

fter ſo great ſervice, till at laft he will not know 

how to give him his juſt reward. IT ought to z) 
ecauſe [ n- 


redditur. Benefits are ſo far acceptable, as they 
are in 4 capacity of being return 5 but once ex- 
ceeding that, hatred is return'd inſtead of thanks. 
And Seneca boldly ye, Nam qui putat eſſe Sen.Ep.81; r-) 
turpe non reddere, non vult eſſe cuireddat. For he | 
who thinks it a ſhame not to requite, would not 
hawe that man live to whom he owes return, 
£2. Cicero ſays more faintly, 2Yui ſe non putat 
ſatisfacere, amicus efſe nullo modo poteſt. Who 
thinks himſelf —_— hand in obligation, can by 
The Subject, according + 
to what it 1s, may make a man look'd upon 
as Learned, and of good memory, but to judge 
1n him the Parts that are moſt his own, and 
the moſt worthy, the vigour and beauty of 
his:Soulz a man muſt firſt know what is his 
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The Cha- 
racer of 
Tacitus, 


Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays.' Book If; 
not his own, how much we are oblig'd to him 
for the Choice, Diſpoſition, Ornament, and 
Language he has there preſented us with, 
Whatif he has borrow d the matter, and {poil'd 
the form ? as it oft falls out 5 we who are Iit- 
tle read in Books are in this ſtraight, that 
when we meet with a great Fancy in ſome new 
Poet, or ſome ſtrong Argument in a Preacher, 
we dare,not nevertheleſs commend it, till we 
have firſt inform'd our ſelves of ſome learned 
man, if it be his own, or borrow'd from ſome 
other ; untill that, I always ſtand upon my 
Guard. I came lately from reading the Hiſto- 


ry of Tacitzs quite thorough, without inter- 


rupting it with any thing elſe z (which but 


= wee eo. <q mcol h 9 ww EZ & 


ſeldom happens with me, it being rwenty years | 


fince I have ſtuck to any one Book an hour | 
togerther.Jand I did it at the inſtance of a Gett- 
tleman for whom Frarxce has a great eſteem, 


as well for his own particular Worth, as up- 


on the account of a conſtant form of Capacity 


and Virtue, which runs thorough a great ma- 
ny Brothers of them. I do not know any Au- 


thor that 1n a publick Narration, mixes ſo much 
Contideration of Manners, and particular In- | 


clinations. And I am of a quite contrary Opt- 
nivn to him, which 1s, that being eſpecially to 
follow the Lives of. the:Emperours of his time, 


ſo various and extream 1n all ſorts of forms, | 


and ſo-many notable Actions as*their Cruelty 
particularly produc'd in their Subjects, he had 
a ſtronger and more attraQing:matter.to treat 
of, than if he had been to diſcribe Battels,and 
univerſal Commotions : ſo that I oft find him 
ſterile, 
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Chap. 8. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
ſterile, running over thoſe' brave Deaths, as if 
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he: fear'd. to trouble us with their multitude 
and length. + This form of Hiſtories is by 
much the moſt uſeful : 


265 


publick Con ONS p—_— 
depend moſt upon the Condu@ of Fortune, 


private_ones upon our own. "Tis rather a 
Judgment, than a Deduion of Hiſtory; there 
en! p than Storzes: 1t 1 a 
are 1N it more -recepts than oforzes: 1t 18 NOL 
Book to read, *tis a Book to ſtudy and learns 


| *ris ſo full of Sentences, that right or Fs 


they are there in muſter : 'risa Nurſery of Erhicks 
and politick, Diſcourſes, for the Uſe and Orna- 


| ment of thoſe-who have any place '1n the Go» 


vernment of the World. He always pleads by 


. ſtrong and ſolid Reaſons, after a tart and ſub- 
Z tle manner, according to the affe&ed ſtyle of 
© that Age; and was ſo in love with a ſfoand 
& ſtyle, that where quickneſs and ſubtilty was 


wanting in things, he ſupplied them with lof- 
ry and ſwelling words. It 1s not much un- 
like the ſtyle of Seneca. -T look upon Ta- | 
citzs, as more {inewy, and Sereca more ſharp. 
His Pen ſeems moſt proper for a troubled and 
fick Eſtate, as ours at preſent is 3 you would 
often; ſay, that he deciphers and girds' at us. 


Fuchs) 


«- 


* 


They who doubt of his Fidelity, fufficiently }... 


accuſe themſelves of being his Enemy upon 


ſome other account. His Opinions-are found, ,_ 


and lean for the moſt part towards the Rowan 


ing more. ſeverely of Pompey, than ſuited with 
the Opinion of thoſe worthy men that liv'd 
1n the ſame time, and treated with him ; and 
to have reputed him equal with _— _— 

za, 


| Afairs : And yet am angry at him, for judg- | 
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Sylls, excepting that he was more cloſe. Other 
riters have not acquitted his intention in the 
government of Affairs, from ambition nor re 
venge 3 and eyen his Friends were afraid that 
his Victory would have tranſported him beyond 
the bounds of Reaſon, but not to ſo immea. 
ſarable a degree: there is nothing in his Life 
that has threatned us with ſo expreſs Cruelty 
and Tyranny. Neither ought we to proporti- 
on Suſpition toEvidence z and that makes me 
that I do not believe his Narratives to be in- 
genious and true; but that he might add a lit- 
tle in this very thing, that they are not alway: 
apply'd to the Concluſions of his Judgments, 
which he follows according to the Inclinati- E 
on he bas taken, very often beyond the Sub- 
ject he treats of, which he will not deſign to 
look upon with ſo much as one glance of Fa- | 
vour, He needs no excuſe, for having approv'd | 
the Religion of his time, according as the Laws 
enjoyn'd, and to have been ignorant of the 
true ; this was his Misfortune, not his Fault. 1 
bave principally -conſider'd his Judgment, and 
am nat very well-ſatisfied throughout ; as theſe | 
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Tberim Words in the Letter, that Tyberiws, being old | 
_ "con. and ſick, fent to the Senate. What ſhall I write © 
ſcience to you, Sirs, or how ſhould I write to you, or what 
Refiionof ſhould'I not write to you at this time £ May the 


his time, (Gods 41d the Goddeſſes lay a worſe Puniſhneent 


wpbn me, than 1 am every day tormented with, if 
1 know. I do 'not fee why he ſhould fo poſt- 
tively apply theni;to the ſharp Remorſes that 
tormented the Conſcience of 1yberixs :.at leaft, 
[i w pints rene; 75 when 


 cuſes himſelf, that he does not ſpeak it out. 


| himſelf, as of a third. Perſon : | we are.to 


| 1n favour of Truth, and Liberty. 
# not only ſpeak of my ſelf, but ſpeak only 
& of my ſelf. When I write of any thing 
& <lſe, I miſs my way, and wander from my 
& Subject; yet am I not ſo indiſcreetly in- 
= amourd of my felt, . that I -cannot diſtin- 
= guiſh and conſider: my ſelf. apart, as.I do 


* in himſelf. We awe.more love to God, than 
: | and yet 


Chap.'8. Soigdewr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 267 
when I was inthe ſame Condition; Tperceivd 

no ſuch thing. And,.tbis alſo  ſeemd ro me 

a little mean him, that being to:ſay, that he. : --./- 
had borne honourable Offices 1n Rowe, he ex- 


of Oſtentation : : this ſeems a little too mean 
for ſuch a Soul as his3 for, not to ſpeak round- 
ly of a mans felf,implies ſome want of Courage; 
a rough and lofty Judgment, and that judges 
ſoundly and ſurely; . makes uſe of his own 
Example upon all Occaſions, as well as thoſe |-. 
of others, and. gives Evidence as freely of | | 


on £93 cv7 | 


paſs - by theſe common Rules of Civility 
I dare: 


2 Neighboar, -or. a' Tree. 'Tis 'equally a ;_ %) 
Fault, not to, difſcern.how far.a man's worth 
extends, and to fay more than a man diſcovers | |. 


to. our ſelves, and. know, bim. leſs ; 


writings of 1atiti#:relate any thing true of his 
Qualities, he: was a; great man, upright and 
bold;-not of a ſuperſtitions, but"a philoſophi- OY 
cal and generous Virtue. A man may think ; Tautuss 7, 
him-a little. too bold in tus Relations 5-4 __ _, 

where. he rdls us, that a Souldier carrying a ») | 
11 ; | burthen 
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- Lt cold, mained closd' and dead, being ſever'd from: his 
a _. fays, that eſþa/iar, by the favour of the God 
X) Ablind erapis, curd a blind Woman by anointing her 
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288” @ Scignewr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book I? 
A; Soukt> burthen of Wood, his hands were fo frozen, 
and fo ſtuck to the load, that they there re: 


Grrying *: ATMs, I always in ſuch things ſubmit to the 
Wood. authority of fo great Witneſſes. What he alſo 


om i —S}_ ud. — an— cl ac a 


Abind- | 
ard by Eyes with his Spittle, and I know not what 


Pepajan. gther Miracles: he does it by the Example and 6 
Duty of all good Hiſtorians. He records all 


accidents are the common Rumours and Opi- 
nions : 'tis their part to recite common beliefs, 
not to regulate them : That part concerns Dj 
B7nes and: Philoſophers, who are the guides of 
Conſcience. And therefore jt was, that this 
Companion of his, and as great a man as him- Z 
Quin. (Ef, very wilely aid 3 Equidem plura tranſeri- Þ 


_  ———— — 


Cartics. bo, quam credo > nam nec affirmare ſuſtineo, + | 
'2.7 quibus dabito, nec ſubducere que accepi. Truly, I & 
Gr) 1 - 8 
fet down more things than I believe, for I cau 

treither endure to affirm things whereof I doubt; 

Wor ſmother what [ have beard. And this otheri 
Livins.l. 7. Hac neque affirmare, neque' refellere oper preti- Þ| 
um eſt: fame rerum ſlandum eſt. ' Tis neither 


worth the while to offires or to refute theſe things, 
« we muſt ſtand to Report.” And* writing in ann 


Hge wherein'the belicf of 'Prodigies began to 
decline, he' ſays, 'he would not: nevertheleſ} 
forbear to.inſett in his/Annals; 'and to give a 
lation of things receivd* by ſo many wor? 
thy' men, -and with fo great” reverence: of 
Antiquity. Tis very wal faid. Let them de- 
fie MY li- 


— 


» 


TR Chap. 9. - Seignent de Montaigne's Eſtajs. 269 
| liver us Hiſtory, : more as they receive than 
" believe -it 5 I, who am Monarch of the mat- 


ter whereof I treat, and who am accoun- 


bh table to none, do not ao 9mm 0 Wa93 
if, © believe wy ſelf; I often hazard fallies of my 
5 188 own Wit, for which 1 very much ſuſpe&t my 
b ſelf, and certain Quibbles, at which I ſhake my 
I Ears; bur [I let them go at a venture, I ſee 
TW that others get Reputation by ſuch things: 'tis 


not for me alone to judge. I preſent my ſelf 

oh ſtanding, and lying on my face, my back, my 

"*W right fide, and my left, and in all my natural : 
PEE Poſtures. Wits, though equal in force, are not | PE: 
| always equal 1n taſte and application. This is | 

E what my Memory has preſented me. in groſs, 

of | and with incertainty enough. All Judgments in 


" i grols, are weak and imperfect. 

= engl N__ 
< E . "CHAP. IX. 

14 Of Vanity. 

b 8 Here 1s peradventure no more manifeſt 
Uh : Vanity, than to write ſo vainly. That 
 & whichDivinity has ſo divinely expreſsd to us, 


ought to be carefully and continually medita- 

'& ted by underſtanding men. Who does not ſee 
” © that I have taken a Road, in which, inceſlant- 
| ly and. without Jabour I ſhall proceed, ſo long 
0 i as there ſhall be Ink and Paper in the World 2 - 
I can give no account of my Life by my AQi- | Fi \ 1" 
, & ons; Fortune has plac'd them too low : I muſt | | 
| F Jo it by my Fancies. And yet I have ſeen a | cf fry 
| Gentleman that only communicated his Life by PE 

x tne 
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| the workings:of thi Belly 3 you might ſe M | 
| his bras; Sun row of Baſfons: of ſeyeniſr 


+ geſted 5 and when ſhall I have done repreſfer) 
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or eight days Excrements $' that was all hi 
Stady, all his Diſcourſe ; -all other talk ſtank: 
ur his Noſtrils. Theſe: here, but not fo nauſes 
ous, are the Excrements of ari o1d Mind; ſome 
times thick; ſometimes thin, and always 1ndj- 


ting; the continual agitation and mutation. of 
ny ones TH come into tny Head, fee 
n t. Diomedes writ fix 'thoufand Books 
upon the: fole: ſabje&t af Grammar? What then 
ought prating' to produce, frince pratling, and 
the firſt beginning to ſpeak, ſtuff'd the World 
with ſuach.a torrible number of. Volumes 2? So 
many words about words only. O Pzthagoras, 
why did(ſt not thou allay the Tempeſt ! They | 
' accus d one Glba of old for living idly 5 be 
made anſwer, hat every one ought to give ac- 
count of his ations, but not of his leiſure. He 


was cateeten, for Joſltee: takes  Cognizance, 
and will have: an account even of thoſe that, 
| Glean, which1s one of the lafteſt Employments. 
But there ſhould be ſome reſtraint of Law 
againſt fooliſh and impertinent Scriblers, as 
well as againft Vagabonds and idle Perfons ; 
which, if. there was, both: Þ and a hundred 
others would be bamſh'd the Kingdom. I do 
not fpeak:this m1 jeft « Scribling feems to be a 
fignof a:difordered/ and licencions Age: When 
did we write ſo much as fince our Czvil Wars? 
When the Roxane fo much, as when therr 
ConemunWealth was upon the point of mo 
| Beſides 


_ 
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Beſides. that, the refining of Wits. does not 
nake People wiſer in a Government: this idle, 
Employment {prings from this, that every one 
applies himſelf negligently to the duty of his 
ocation, and is cafily debauch'd from it. The 
orruption of the Age is made up upon the 
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TNE« 
1di-Wparticular Contribution of every individual 


man, One contributes Treachery, others Inju- 


according as they are of Power, the weaker 
ſort contribute Folly, Vanity, and Idleneſs, of 
which I am one. It ſeems as tf it were the Sea- 
ſon for vain things when the hurtful oppreſs 
us 3 and that ina time when doing ill is com- 
mon, to do nothing but what ſignifies nothing 
425, Fits a kind of Commendation. *Tts my. comfort, 
that I ſhall be one of the laſt that ſhall be cal- 
led in queſtion 3 and whilſt the greater OF 
© fenders are calling to account, I ſhall have lei- 
{ſure to amend : for it would, methinks, be 
againſt reaſon to.puniſh little Inconveniencies, 
whilſt we are infected with the greater. As 
the Phyſician Phlotimns ſaid to one who pre- 
ſented hira his Finger to dreſs, and who he 
perceived, both by his Complexion and his 
Breath, had an Ulcer in his. Lungs : Friend, 
ſaid he, it is not now time to concern your ſelf 
about your. fingers ends. And yet I faw, ſome 
years ago, a Perſon whoſe Name and Memory 
I have 1n -very great Eſteem , in the very 
hetght of our great Diforders, when there was 
neither Law 'norJufticepur 1n Execution, nor 
Magiſtrate that perform'd his. Office, no _ 
than 
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ſtice, Irreligion, Tyranny, Avarice and Cruelty, - 
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Seigneur de Momtiigne's. Eſſays. Book WI ; 
thatt there is/now, publiſh I-know not wha 
pitiful-Reformations, - about Cloths, Cookery 
and long depending Suits in: Law. Thee ar 
amuſements wherewith to feed a People tt 
are 11]. usd, to ſhew that they are not totalh 
forgot. Thefe others do the fame, who mil 
upon ſtoutly defending the Forms of Speaking 
Dances, and Games, to a People totally abax 
doned to all fort of execrable Vices.. 'T 
no time to bathe and cleanſe: a man's ſelf whez 
he is ſeiz'd on by a violent Fever. 'Tis for th 
Spartiates only to fall ro combing and curling 
themſelves when they are juſt upon the poinii 
of running head-long into ſome extream dan{ 

ger.of their Life. For my part, I have yet i 
worſe Cuſtom, rhat if my Shoe go awry, I la 
my Shirt.atid my Cloak do ſo roo, I ſcorn ti 
mend my felf by balves : when I am lean, I feel 
upon miſchief; I abandon my felt through de 
ſpair ; let my ſelf go towards the Precipic® 
and, as the Saying is, Throw the Helve after thi 
Hatchet. T am obſtinate in growing wore, ani 
think my ſelf no more worth my own care; | 
ameither good or 11] throughout. "Tis a favouſ 


+ Ly | 
- = " to me, that the Deſolation of this Kingdons 


alls out 1n the Deſolation of my Age : I bet 


4% ) ter ſuffer that my zlls be multiplied, than if myj 


» the Precept of Xenophon, if not according - 


goods had been diſtarb'd. The words I atte: 


24 nyt. ' in miſhap, are words of ſpite. My Courage ſet 


up its briſtles 1nſtcad of letting them down; 
and, contrary to others, I am more devout i 
good than -in evil Fortune, according to 


Chap. 9. Seigneur de Montaigne's Efaye. 575 
his Reaſon, and am more ready to turn up my 
Eyes to Heaven to return my thanks than 'to 
crave; I am more ſollicitous to improve my 
Health when I am well, than to reſtore it 
when I am fick. Proſperities are the ſame Dif- \ c 13; +» [4 _ 
cipline and Inſtruftion to me, that Adverfities 
and Perſecutions are to others : as if good | $« 6+ 
Fortune were a thing inconſiſtent with good 
Conſcience 3 men never grow good,but 1n evil. 
| Good Fortune is to me a ſingular ſpur to mo- 
7 deſty and moderation. An intreaty wins, & 
1022 threat checks me, favour makes me bend, fear 
® ſtiffens me. Amongſt humane Conditions, this 
” js common enough, to be better pleaſed with 
et i ſtrange things than our own, and to love Inno- 


—_— 


[I = vation and Change. vr 
nt _ | . : to men, 
feet = pſa dies ideo nos grato perluit hauſtu, Petronins 
de by PBuod permutatis hora recurrit equis. Arbiter. 
ice} | we 

; my The day it ſelf with better draughts does paſs, spoke of a 
and Becauſe it changes Water every Glaſs, Water 


ous I have thy ſhare. Thoſe who follow the other « &3 C-'0J ** 

| extream of agreeing amorigſt themſelves, to 
value what they have above all the reſt, and 
to conclude no Beauty can be greater than 
what they ſee, if they are not wiſer than we, 
are really more happy. I do not. envy their 
Wiſdom, but their good Fortune. This greedy 
Humour of new and unknown things helps to 
nouriſh in me the defire of Travel : but a 
great many more COTS cotitribute to 
} ; It, 


 Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays.” Book Ill, 


it. I am very willing to over-rn the Govern- 
ment of my Houle, There is, I confeſs, a kind 
of convenience in Commanding, though it 
were but in a Barn, and to be obey'd by ones 
Servants : But 'tis. too. uniform and languiſh-| 
ing 2 Pleaſure, and is moreover ;of neceflity 
raixt with a thouſand vexatious Thoughts, 
One while the Poverty and the Oppreſfion of | 
your Tenants 3 another, quarrels amongſt | 
Neighbours; another, the EY make | 
upon you afflicts you 3 , 5 


"wo ly Art verberate grandine vines, / 

"2 * © Funduſque mendax, arbore #utc aquas 
| Culpante, nunc torrentis agros 
Sydera, nunc hyemes iniquas. 


- ny { Or Hail-ſmit Vines, or Years of Dearth, 

1 Sometimes the too) much wet in fault, 

Sometimes the Stars that broil the Earth, 
Sometimes the Winter that was naught. 


and that God fcarce in fix Months ſends a | 
Seaſon, wherein. your Bayliff can do his bug. | 
neſs as he ſhould ; but that if it ſerves the | 
Vines, it ſpoils the Medows. yy 


Cacret.ls - Aut nimtiis tovret fervoribus etherins Sol, 
' Aut ſubiti perimunt imbres, gelideque pruine, 
Flabraque vertorun violento turbine vexant. 


Mc.Ereechs The Scorchin Sun, with his too baſe hanns, | 
Burns up the Fruits, or clouds "s drown wi, 
Streams 5 
Or 


Chap. 9. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſys. 


Or chill'd by too nach Snow,they ſoon decay; 
Or Storms blow them and all our hopes away. 


To which may be added, the new and neat 
made ſhoe of the man of old, that hurts:your 
foot 3 and that a Stranger does not underftand 


{ how much it coſts you, and what you contri- 
# bute to maintam that ſhew of Order that is 
E ſen in your Family, and that peradventure 
| you buy roo dear. I came late to the Govern- | 


# ment of a Family. They whom Nature ſent 


4 


| into the World before me, long easd me of 
& that trouble: fo that I had already -takert_ PAY 
| another bent more ſuitable to) my Humour 5 ernment 
of a Faints 
! ment more troubleſome than hard. Whoeyer 7 Mig 
2 tscapable of any thing elſe will eafify do that. than hard, 
Had I a mind to be Rich, 'that way woult 
* ſeem too lofig 3 I had ſervd my K 7»gs, a more 
profitable Traffick than any'other. Since T pre- 
= tend to nothing but the reputation of having 
7 got nothing; as I have imbezell'd nothing con- 
= formably to the reſt of my Life, improper ei- 
= ther to do good or ill-of any moment 3 and 
= that I only defire to paſs, I can do it, thanks 


.® yet for ſo much as I have ſeen, 'tis an Employ- 


& be to God, without any great endeavour.” At 
EZ the worſt,evermore prevent Poverty by leflen- 


'|& mp your expence : | 
: W my great concern, and doubt'not but to doit 
' & before I ſhall be compell'd. As to the reſt, I 
& have ſufficiently ſettled my Thoughts to live 
| Upon; lefs than I have, and live contentedly. 
| Non eftiniatione ſenſus, verntty viltn, atque cul-Cicere 
| T 3 


"Tis that which I make 


2 tit, 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book Il 


t u, terminantur pecunie modus. "Tis not in the 
value of Poſſeſſions, but in our Diet and Clothing 
that our Riches are truly limited. My real 


need :does not ſo wholly take up a!l I have, 
that Fortune has not whereon to faſten her 
teeth without biting to-the quick. My Pre- 
ſence, -as contemptible as it is, does me great 
Service in my domefſtick Afairs 3 I employ 
my ſelf in them, but it goes againſt the hair, 


pin, ag Olly 


conſidering that I have this in my Houſe, that 


though I burn my Candle at one end by my 
{e}f, the other is not ſpared. Journeys do me 


no barm but only by their Expence, which | 
great, and more than I am well able to bear; 
being always wont to Travel with not only 
a neceſſary, but a handſom Equipage. I mult 
make them ſo much ſhorter and fewer, where- 
in I ſpend but.the froth, and what I have 
reſerv'd for fach Uſes, delaying and deferring® 
, my Motion till that be ready. I will not, 


=> ms 60 Wal 


that the Pleaſure of going abroad ſpoil theſ 
Pleaſure of being retird at home. On. the 
contrary, I intend they ſhall nouriſh and fa-# 
vour one another. Fortune has affiſted me in 
this, that fince my principal Profeſſion in this 


Life, was to live at eaſe, and rather idly 


than bufily 3 ſhe has deprivd me of the 
neceſhity of growing Rich, to provide for 
the multitude of my Heirs. If there be not 


enough for one, of that whereof 1 had fo 
plentifully enough, at his peril be it, 
His Imprudence . will not deſerve that I 
ſhould wiſh him any more. And every-.one, 

accor- 


according to the Example of Phocion, provides 


or them, as to leave them as much .as was left 


way. He left his Money in the hands of a 
Banker, with this Condition 3 that if his 
Children were Fools, he Thould then give it 


to them 5 iT witty, he ſhould then diſtribute 
bit to the moſt Fools of the People. As if 


ools, for being leſs capable of living without 


Riches, were more capable of uſing them. So 
Sit is, that the dammage which is occaſiond by 
my abſence, ſeems nor to deſerve, ſo long as [ 
am able to ſupport it, that I ſhould wave the 

Zoccafions of diverting my ſelf from that trou- 

Zbleſom afliſtance. There is always ſomething 

that goes amiſs. The Afﬀairs one while of one 

&Z Houſe and then of another will tear you to 

Z pieces. You pry into every thing too near ; 

= your Perſpicacity does you hurt here as well 

as in other things. I ſteal away from occaſi- 

Z ons of vexinz my ſelf, and turn from the know- 

Zledge of things that go amiſs ; and yet I can- 

= not ſo order 1t, but that every hour I juftle 

© againlt ſomething or other that diſpleaſes me. 

# And the Tricks that they moſt conceal from 

Z me, are thoſe that I the ſooneſt come to know. 
[Some there are that a man himſelf muſt help 

& to coneeal. Vain Vexations, vain ſometimes, 
but always Vexations. The ſmalleſt and (light- 


eſt Impediments are the moſt piercing : and as 
little = moſt tire the Eyes, ſo do little 
Affairs the moſt diſturb us. A rout oF little 
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ſaſkciently for his Children, who ſo provides - 
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Serra. 
Ejijt. I 3s 


Prov. Lu- 
cret. [ I, 


*2 R Fe 4 Ho 
x) = vX+| Theſe continual trickling drops make Ulcer 
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278. 
| i1]s' more offend than one how great ſoevex, 


Sejgneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book INt 


=P=&0 


By how much domeſtick Thorns are numerous 
and” Tharp, by fo mnch they prick deeper, and 
without warning, eaſily ſurprizing us, when | 
leaſt we ſuſpe&t them. I am no Philoſopha® * 


tl 


EvlI5Opprels me accordin to their Importance, 7 
and they import as much according to theft 

orm as the Matter 3 and very often more. li 
I have therein more Perſpicacity than the Vul. 
gar, I have alfo more Patience. Finally, they 
weigh with me, if they do not hurt me. Life 
15s a tender thing, and ealily moleſted. Since 
my Age has made me grow more penfive and 
morole, zexzo enim reſiltit fibi cum ceperit im . 


peili: for no man reſiſts himpelf, after he once be® © 


; 


gins to decline; for the moſt trivial canſe jma-F 
ginable, I irritate that Humour, which after-# 


. . »- ©& I 
wards nouriſhes and exaſperates it felf of inf 


F 
C 
f 
own accord ; attradting and heaping up matte p 
upon matter whercon to feed. I 
{ 

| 

{ 
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Stillicidii caſus Lapidem cavat. 7” 


P 


Pete 


as. 
Bags, 


A falling drop at laſt will cave a Stone. #q 


:n me. Ordinary Inconvenitences are neva 
| tight, they are continual and irreparable; 
| Sh en they continually and inſeparably ſpring 

| from the concerns of good Husbandry. When 
I conſider my Afﬀairs at diſtance, and in grok,# 
[ find, becauſe perhaps my Memory is none off - 
the beſt, that they have gone on hitherto m 


impro- 


1 
[1] 


1ce Ts EN | 

th E Tum vero in curas Animum diducimus onner. 
ul hen my Breaſt | 
ierff Is with innumerable cares opprefsd. 

ike IN . 
wr © IT have a thonſand things to deſire and to fear. » 
nal Togive them quite over 1s very eaſiefor me to 
*_ do : but tg look after them without trouhle 
;, is very hard. 'Tis a miſerable thing to be mn 
11.8 Place where every thing you ſee employs and 


Methinks my Revere is' greater than it is; 


'& concerns you. And I fancy that I more cheer- 
= fully enjoy the Pleaſures of another man's 
2 Hero greater and a purer reliſh than 
* thoſe of my own. Diogenes, according to my 


Humour, anſwer'd him who ask'd him what 
ſort of Wine he lik'd the beſt, That of anothers, 
ſaid he. My Father took a delight in build- 
ing at Montaigne, where he was born, and in 
all the Government of domeſtick Afairs, I love 


& to follow his Example and Rules; and ſhall 


= engage thoſe who are to ſucceed me, as much 


& as 1n me lies, to do the ſame. Could I do bet- 
| ter for him, I wonld 5 and am proud that his 


Will is till performing and acting by me. 
God forbid, that in my hands I ſhould ever 


| ſufferany image of Life, that I am able to ren- 


| der to ſo good a Father,'to fail. And where- 


T4 as 


their Proſperity betrays nfe: . But when I pry 
more narrowly into the Buſineſs, and fee how 
| all things go, | 
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improving beyond my Reafon'or ExpeQation. 
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2% Seigneur'de Montaigde's Efaysr. Book I 
as I have taken in-hand to: finiſh ſome old 
Foundations .of: Walls, and to:repair fome ruj- 
nous Byildings , iff earneſt I have done it 
more out of reſpe@ to bis Deſign, than my 
own Satisfaction 3 and am angry at my elf, 
that I have not proceeded further to finiſh the 
Foundation he has left in my Houſe 5 and 6 
muclr the more,becauſe I am very likely tobeF 
| the laſt Poſſeſior of my Race, and to give the 
[ecadw x laſt hand to it. . For, as to my owri particular 

- ** Application, neither the Pleaſure of Building, 

which they ſay is ſo bewitching, nor Hunting, 
nor Gardens, nor the other Pleaſures of a re- 
tird Life, can much trouble my lead. Andi 
tis what I am angry at my ſelf for, as I am for} 
| all other Opinions that are incommodious wi 
me 3 which I'would not fo much care to have} 
vigorous and learned, as I would have then 
eaſie and convenient for Life. They are true 
and ſound enough, if they are profitable and 
pleaſing. Such as hear me declare my Igno- | 
rance 1n Husbandry, whiſper in my Ear, that it 7 
is diſdain, and that I negle& to know the In- + 
{truments of Husbandrv, its Seaſons,and Order; 
how. they order my Vines, how they graft, | 
and to know the names and forms of Herbs | | 
and Fruits, and the drefling the Meat by which | 
( 
| 


VHS © : 
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I live, with the names and prizes of the Stuffs # 
] wear, becauſe I have ſet my Heart upon ſome | 
higher Knowledge ; they kill me in ſaying fo. & 
This 1s Folly, and. rather Brutiſhneſs than # 
2p 835 | Glory 3. I bad rather be a good. Horſe-man if 
| than a good Logician, .. \ | 
| | i Onin 


ie LE ot Dera de ate 7 TH 7 
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 Quintu iliquid ſaltem potius quorum indiget uſus, Vie, 
Ne ethar mallzn paras detexere junco. . Eclege 2. 


CES yy _ 
=_ oe” 


I 
=o 


Why rather not uſeful Employment find 
| Thy long negleCted Vines to prune and bind. 


FRE = 


| We amuſe our thoughts about the general Con- * 2p @ 25 
: cor and aboat univerſal Caies anTCondutty, 

| which will very well carry on themſelves 

a without our Care 3 and leave our own Buſi- Ec v7) 
g, neſs at random, with the care of our own Per- D 
8, fons, which are neareſt to us, than that of any 

e-& one man whatever. Now I am indeed for the E<+ ) 
d® moſt part at home 3 but I would be there 
YZ better pleasd than any where elſe. 


> o © = 


' 


ej Stt mee ſedes utinan ſenet, Hor. lib. 2. 
nm Sit modus laſſo Maris, & Viarum, Oat, 6. 
eh Militiceque 


© Tyber, which th 4rgives built CO may) Sir 7hmas 
- EI s Hawkins. 
tt} That be the place of my laſt day ; 

- May it my limit be of eaſe 

35 From Journeys, Warfare, and rough Seas. 


s | I know not whether or no I ſhall bring 
h& it about, I could wiſh, that inſtead of ſome 
s © other member -of his Succeſſion, my Father 
e | had relignd to me the paſſionate afteQtion he 
. © had in his old age to his Husbandry. He was 
1 happy in that he could accomodate his De- 
115 fires to his Fortune, and fatisfie himſelf with 
| what he had, Philoſophy may 'to much m=_ 

poſe 


Bo aa 
DG 
# _ .- 
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a82 Seigneur de Montaigne's:Efayr. Book I 
_ poſe condemn the meanneſs and ſterility of my 
\ Employment, if I can once come to reliſh it, 
ashe did. I am of Opmion, that the moſt ho- 


O cf* 


Cicero de 


cipitur, quum in proximmm quemgue confertur, 

We then reap the moſt Wit, Virtue, and all 

ſorts of Merit, when they are conferr'd upon 

every one of our neareſt Relations. For my 

- part,[ diſclaim in itz partly out of Conſcience, 

ap Ocf x ( for where I ſee the weight that lies upon 


he on his part were truly acknowledging,and 
a Friend, But we live in a World where Loy- 


alty 


nourable Calling is to ſerve the Publick, and 
to be uſeful to. many. FruFas enin ingenii,co 


Amictti. Virtutis, omniſque preſtantie tum maximm ac. 


ſuch Employments,' I perceive alſo the little 
means I have to contribute to them 3 and Pla-i 
*) to, who was a Maſter in all ſorts of Govern-# 
ment, did not-nevertheleſs forbear to abſtain 
from ' them ) and partly out of Cowardize. 


al (6) I content my felf with enjoying the World 
without” buſtle; only to live an irreproachable 
Life, and ſuch a one as may neither be a bur- 

+ then to my ſelf nor to any other. Never did 
any man more faintly and negligently ſuffer 
himſelf to be governd by a third Perſon,then 
I ſhould do, had IT any one to whom to intruſt 
my ſelf. One of my wiſhes at this time ſhould 
be, to have a Son in Law that knew handſom- 
ly how to cheriſh my old Age, and to rock 
it aſleep 3 into whoſe hands I might depofite 
in ſovereignty the management and uſe of all 
my Goods, that he might diſpoſe of them as I 
do, and get by them what I get, provided that | 


= "AE ee UF * ma ay my %. SS wy *% 4» 


is not a Dev3/, I ſhall oblige him to 
fully with me by lo intire a Truſt, Multi fal- 5/cy, 


*® fo, and repoſe the moſt confidence in the youn- 
*| ger ſort, that I think are leaſt ſpoil'd by Ex- 
&Z ample. I had rather be told at two months 
= end, that I have ſpent four hundred Crowns, 
= than to have my Ears beaten every night with 
= three, five, and ſeven : And I have been this 
E way as little robb'd as another. Ir 1s true,I am | 
& willing enough not to ſee it 3 I do in ſome ; 2p x7 9*-| 
= ſort in good earneſt harbour a kind of per- 
= plexd, uncertain knowledge of my Money : 


7 doubt. One mult leave a little room for the 


E have enough in groſs to do your bulineſs, let 
; the over-plus of Fortunes Liberality run a 


# ners Portion. After all, I do not ſo much va- 


| thing it is for a man to ſtudy his Money, to - 


Chap. 9. Sejgnenr te Montaigne's Eſſays.” 283 | 
alty in ones own Children is unknown. He | 4 /o-5.. 
that has the charge of my Purſe upon Travel, |? WT | 
has It purely, and without controul 3 and he | 
might > deceive me in reckoning. And,it he | 

deal faith- | 


lere dotuerunt, dum timent falli, &» aliis jus. Ejiſt. 3. 
peccandi, ſuſpicando fecerunt,- Many have taught 
others to deceive by fearing to be deceived, and 

by ſuſpeFing ther, have given them a juſt title 

to do ill. The moſt common ſecurity I take of 

my Peopleis their ignorance; I never ſuſpe& 

any to be vicious till I. have firſt found them 


for_to a certain proportion, I am content to 


— — 


little more freely at her Mercy 3 'tis the Glea- 


lue the Fidelity of my People, as I contemn 
their Injury. What a mean and ridiculous 


delight 


Cicers. 


it ! 'Tis by that, that Avarice makes its ap- 
proaches. Of eighteen years that I have had 
my Eſtate in my own hands, I could never 
prevail with my ſelf, either to read over my 
Deeds, or examine my principal Afairs, which 
ought of Neceflity to paſs thorough my Know- 
lege and Inſpeftion. "Tis not a Philoſophical 
diſdain of worldly and tranſitory things, my 
taſte is not purified to that degree, and I value 
them at as great a rate at leaſt as they are 


worth ; but 'tis in truth an inexcuſable and 


childiſh Lazinefs and Negligence. What would 
| I not rather do than read an Evidence? and 
| ſooner, than as a Slave to my own buſineſs, to 


| tumble over a company of old muſty Writings? 

| or which is worſe, thoſe of another man, as ſo i 
: | many do now a days to get Money ? I have 
| nothing dear but care and trouble, and endea- 


' vour nothing ſo much as to be careleſs and at 


| eaſe. I had been much fitter, I believe, could i 
' It have been without Obligation and Servi- | 
tude to have liv'd upon another man's For-' 
tune than my own: And alſo I do not know, i 
when I examine it nearer, whether according 
to my Humour, what I have to ſuffer from my | 


Afﬀairs and Servants, have not in it ſomething 
more abje&, troubleſom, and tormenting, than 
there would be in ſerving a man better born 
than my ſelf, that would govern me with a 
gentle rein, and a little at my own eaſe. Ser- 
vitus Obedientia eft frafti Animi, & abjeF#i, arbi- 
trio carentis ſuo : Servitude is the Obedience of s | 
| H 


fab 
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ane a man's ſelf with handling and telling 
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8 Chap. 9. Scigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 20g 
ſubdui'd and abje# Mind wanting its own free will. 
Crates did worſe, who threw himſelf into the Poverty af- 
liberty of Poverty, only to rid himſelf of the {8403 
inconveniencies and care of his Houſe. This ig ***** 
what I would not do, I hate Poverty equally | £ Caz" 
with grief 3 but I could be content to change 

the Kind of Lik I live for another that was 

meaner and had fewer - Affairs. When abſent 6p; by," 
from home, I ſtrip my ſelf of all theſe thoughts, 
and Tho leſs concern'd for the ruin of a 
Tower, than I am, when preſent, at the fall of a 
Tile. My mind is eafily compos'd at diſtance, | #®) 
| but ſuffers as much as that of the meaneſt Pea- | 
| fant when I am in place. The reins of my Bridle | 
@ being wrong put on, or aStrap flapping againſt 
= my Leg, will keep me out of humour a day to- 
2; gether. I raiſe my Courage well enough againſt ax-& <C) 
= inconveniencies, lift up my Eyes I cannot. | 


Senſus, 6 ſuperi, ſenſws. 


Z I am at home reſponſible for what ever goes _ 
= amiſs. Few Maſters, I ſpeak of thoſe of com- , Ys - 
2 petent Conomion, fuch as mine rm - there 
ZZ be any ſuch they are ha can rely ſo much 
_ omranat_n 2s that 4 £ =, part of the | 
Z barthen will lyeupon their own ſhoulders. This | 
{| takes much from my Grace inentertaining Stran- 
E gers, ſo that I have peradventare detain'd ſome 
£ rather out of expeCQation of a good Dinner, 
{ than by my own behaviour 3 and loſe much 
of the Pleaſure I ought to reap at my own 
$# Houſe from the viſitation and afſembling of my 
; Friends, 
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Bf. wes? x Friends. The moſt. ridiculoas carriage of'y 


- - Gentlematn in his own Houſe, -13 to fee hin 


buſtling abont! the bufineſs of the Houſe, whiff. 

pering one Servant, and looking an angry 

ldok at another. It ought; mſenfibly to ſlide 

T) along, and to repreſent an ordmary Carrent; 

- a nd 7 dbink' in equally urthandſome to talh 
W- much to their Gueits of their” Entertainment; 

- whether by' way of bragging or excule. | I loye 

order and:cleanhinets, [211 it Hr 


Hor. lib. 1, | j > cantharas, e&>:linx - 7:9 
#hif. 5» _.. Oftendunt mibi: me. © hs 


more:than abundance, and at: home have an 
exact regard:/1o- necefiity, Intle to outward 
thew. It a Footman falls to .cufis at another 
man's Houtfe, or that he ftamble and throw a 
Diſh before him as he is carrying it up, you 
only laugh and-make a+jeſt on't; you fleep 
whilſt the Maſter of the Houle 1s ſtating a Bill 

of Fare.withi is Steward for your morrows 
Entertainment : - I ſpeak according as I do my 
{cif, not difefteeming nevertheleſs good huf- 
bandry 1n| general, or not \confidering” how 
pleaſant a.quiet and thrifty managery, and car 
ried regularly on, is to fome Natures. And not 
willmg toannesx my own errours and inconve- 
-13 <7 Niencies' to the thing, nor to give Plato the 
3 | lye, who looks upon it as the moſt pleaſant 
| La loyment_to_every one to do his partici 


| r Afiatrs without wrong to another, when't 
Travel I have nothing to care for but my = 
| j a 
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Y 


ſo 
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and: the laying ont-my Money 5 which is dif-, 
ins posd. of by one ſingle Precept. . Too many 
things are required: to the raking it together 5 
in-that I underſtand nothing 3 in ſpending it 
I underſtand a; little, and how to give day to 
my 'Expences, which is indeed :its- principal 
Uſe. But I rely too proudly upon it, which 
renders it unequal and difform, and moreover 
Ve 


immaderate, in both: ithe one and the- other 
uſage. If it. makes a ſhew, if it ſerve the turn, 
I indiſcreetly let it run, and as indiſcreetly 
tye up my Purlc:firings if it does not ſhine and 
pleaſe. 'Whatever it-be, whether A#\ovr Nature, 
that imprint. 1h us the condition of Living by 
the Example of others, it does us much more 
harm than good. We deprive our ſelves of 
our proper Utilities, to accomodate apparen+ 
ces to = common Opinion. We: care not 
ſo much what our Being is, as to us, and in 
reality, as what-1t 1s to the publick Obſerva- 
tion. Even the goods of the Miad, and Wiſe 
dos it (elf, ſeem fruitleſs to us, 1t only enjoy'd 


by our ſelves, and if it produce 1 not it {elf to 


f- in 
aſort of men whoſe Gold runs in ſtreams im- 


perceptibly under ground 3 others expoſe it all 
in Plates and Branches, ſo. that to the one a 


—_— O— 
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painful 


d ; 
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the view and approbation of others. There is x 4 


Goa 


£82 


) 


* Lyard is worth a Crown, and to others the * A piece 
coltfary : the World eſteeming its Uſe and 5 Copecr 
Value, according to the ſhew. All curious wort FE: 
Sollicitude about Riches ſmells of. Avarice : three Far- 
even the very diſpoſing of it, with a too pun- "'** 
Qual and artificial Liberality, is not worth a - 
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painful Sollicitude. He that wilt order his Ex 

pence to juſt __ _ an it too -pinchi 
; and narrow. eeping or ſpending, are 
23-53 themſelves indifferent things, and receive ng 
colour of good or ill, but according'to theap 
plication of-the Will. The other cauſe tha 
tempts me out” to theſe Journeys, is the diffs 
rence in the preſent manners of our State; 
could eaſily! ſatisfie my ſelf with this Corrupt 
on in reference to the publick Intereſt, _ -- 


i 13 Temporibut, quorum ſceleri non invenit iſa 
; Nomen, & 4 nullo poſuit naturs metallo. 


- _— 'Tis the ninth Age, worſe-than the iron Time, 
4 Nature no metal hath to name our Crimes. 


but not to my- own. I am in particular tot 
much oppreſsd. For m my Neighbour-hood 
we are of late, by the long licence of our (j 
vil Wars, grown 'old in ſo riotous a form of 


World; 
 Mr.0Ccily. Where wrong is right, and War through all the 
So many ſhapes of Wickedneſs hath hurld. 


\Yate, l 
Ruippe, ubi fas, verſum atque nefas. 
| | C 


that in earneſt, *tis a wonder how it can ſubſil 


Wire. Anes Armati terrams exercent, ſemperque recentes 
i. lb.g. Convetare juvat predas, & vivere rapto. 
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And make't their buſineſs'to fablift by Spoil. 


In fine, I ſee by our Example, that the Society 
of men is maintain'd and held together at wiat 

ice ſoever , in what condition ſoever they 
placd, they will ſtill cloſe and ſtick toge- 
ther, both moving and in heaps 3 as uneven 
Bodies, that ſhuffled together without order, 
find of themſelves a means to unite and ſettle, 
often better than they could have been diſ- 
posd by Art. King Philip muſterd up a Rab- 


cals he could pick out, and put them all toge- 

ther into a City he had cauſed to be built for 

8 that purpoſe, which bore their Name. I be- 
© lieve that they,even from Vices themſelves, eres 
Qed a Government amongſt them, and a com- 
modious and juſt Society. I fee not one Adi- 
on, or three, or an hundred, but Manners, in 
"common and receivd Uſe, ſo cruel, eſpecially 
in Inhumanity and Treachery, which are tome 
the worft + all Vices, that I have not the 
heart to think of them without horror ; and 
almoſt as much admire as I deteſt them. The 
ee exerciſe of theſe notorious Villanies carry 
with them as great ſigns of vigour and force 

& of Soul, as of errour and diſorder. Necefft- 
aſt ty reconciles and brings men together 3 atid 
this accidental Connexion afterwards forms 

'" WF it ſelf into Laws : For there have been as Sa- 
EE vage ones as any Humane Opinion gould pro- 
duce; which Wael have majntain'd ol r 


e 


With Arms upon their backs they plow the Soil, 


CB ble of the moſt wicked and incorrigible Raf- 


289. 


F6/ M. 


{Vo os 


290 CSetggenr do Montaipne's Eſſays. Book TI: 
Body with as much health. and length of Life 
as any Plato or Ariſtotle could invent. 'And cer- 
tainly,all theſe deſcriptions of Policies feign'd by 
Art, axe found to be ridiculous and unfit to be 

, £ <q x Putin praCtice. Theſe great and tedious debate 
Ry Lot he beſt Form of Society, and the moſt 
commodious Rnles to bind us, are debates on- 
ly proper for the exerciſe of our Wits; as in 
| * Ares there are ſeveral Subje&s, who have 
their being 1n agitation and controverfie, and MW 1 
have no Life bur there. Such an [dea of Govern- 
ment might be of ſome value in a new World; I It 
but we take a World already made, and for- 
to certain Cuſtoms. We do not beget it, 
The Law as Pyrrha, or Cadmws did. By what means fo- 
of Son. ever we may have the priviledge to. rebuilt 
and reform it anew, we can hardly writhe it 
from its wonted bent, but we ſhall break all. 
VL) x Solox being ask'd; whether he had eſtabliſh'd 


_— —— A. 


the beſt Laws he conld for the Athenians; Ve, 

ſaid he, of thoſe they have recerv'd. Varro excu- 

es himſelf 7 oh the fame manner, that if he 

were' to beg towrite of Religion, he would 

fay what he believ'd ; but being it was alres 

£ > Fs dy recety'd, he would write more according 

Wha: i  ©© Ulſance than Nature. Not according to 

. the beſt Opinion, but in truth and realty, the beſt and 


I —— ——— 


Govern- moſt "excellent Government for every Nativk 
dry Na i that under which it is maintaind. Het 
tin Form and effential convenience depends upon 
' Cuſtoms, We are apt to be diſpteaſed at the 
preſent condition 3 biit I do nevertheld 
maintain, that to defire the — a 

ew 
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BM few in g Republick, or another fort of Go- 
r- W vernment in Monarchy than that already eſta- 
y 8 bliſk'd, is both Vice and Folly. 


JC 

& Aywe leftat tel que tu be vois eftre, Pybrac aux 
ſt « V'il ef Rogal, ayme la royaute, Ruadrins, 
= S'# ef# de peu, on bien communaute, 

In Ayme bauſſi, car Dien t'y a fait naiſere, 

Ve 


4B The Government approve, be't what it will, 
N- If it be Royal, then love'Monarchy 3 

I; 8 If a Republick, yet approve it (till, 

For God himſelf thereto ſybjeRed thee. 


So writ the good Monſieur de Pybrac, whom Teſtimony 
webavelatelyloſt,a Man of fo excellent a Wit, 7 yore 
ſo foand Opinions, and fo gentle Manners. and Awn/e- 
This lofs, and that at the ſame time we have © & Foix: 
had of Marfienr de Foix, are of fo great im- 

paxtance to the Crown, that I do not know \ 
whether there 1s another couple m France 

worthy to ſupply the rooms of theſe two Cafe 

coxs 1n Sincerity and Wiſdom in the King's 

Council, They were both variouſly great meg, 

and certainly, according to the Ape, rare and 

great, each of ther in the kind. But what De- 

ftiny plac'd them in theſe times, men ſo remote 

from and fo diſproportion'd to our Corrupti- 

on and inteſtine Tumults > Nothing prefles « 45, 
fo hard upon a State as Innovation : change 
SE form to Injuftice and Tyranny. 

When any piece is out of order, it may be #-) 
propt 5 one may Prevent and take care that ys 

2 
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the 
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- the alteration and corruption natural to. al 
things do not carry us too far from our bsf 
ginnings and principles : but to- undertake tg 
' found ſo great a maſs anew, and to change the 
Foundations of To vaſt a Building, is for then 
'* to do,who to make clean,efface ; who will r 
form particular defe&s by an univerſal- Cor 
Cic. de 04, fuſion, and cure Diſeaſes by Death : No t: 
lib.2. commutandarum quam evertendarun rerun 
pidi. Not ſo deſirous of changing, as of ove 
* throwing things. The World is unwilling tr 
be cur'd 3 and ſo impatient of any thing tha 
preſſes it, that it thinks of nothing but difſe 
gaging it ſelf at what price ſoever. We ſee hy 
a thouſand Examples, that it ordinarily cure 
it ſelf to its coſt : the diſcharge of a preſet 
Evil is: no cure, if there be not a gener] 
x) , amendment of Condition. The Chirurgion 
end 1s not only to eat away the dead Fleft 
that 1s but the progreſs of his Cure, he has: 
care over and above to fill up the. Wound 
with better and more natural Fleſh, and to 
ſtore the Member to its due eſtate. Whoevea 
ony propoſes to himſelf to remove that whid 
offends him, falls ſhort, for Good does not ns 
ceſlarily ſucceed Evils, another Evil may fi 
:ceed, and a worſe, as it hapned to Ceſar's Ti 
tors, who brought the Kepwblick to ſuch a pak 
that they had reaſon to repent the medlin 
*-with tt. The ſame has ſince hapned to ſeveti 
others, even down to our own Times. Thi 
French, my Contemporaries, know it wel 
enough. All great mutations ſhake and dj r 
- £ c 


FA A Paws Nd ww Ya, fed ped ,. om — 


CL at o$ ond 


pany pop A. rad of 4 ed © oo A tau op © Wai 


En 


—_ , - =. ==. 


m8 Chap. 9. 5 cigneur de Montaigne's Eſayr. 


der a State. Whoever would aim direQly at 


| -W-a cure, and would confider-of ' it before he 


begun, would be' very willing to withdraw: 
his hands from medling in it. Pacuvizs Ca- x 
Iavizs corre&ed the Vice of this proceeding; 
by a notable Example. His Fellow Ci itizens 
were in mutiny againſt their Magiſtrates, be 
being a man of great Authority in the City 
of Capua, found means one day to ſhut up the 
Senators in the Palace, and calling the People 
together in the Market place, there told them, 
that the day was now! come, wherein at full 
Liberty they might revenge themſelves on the 
Tyrants by whom they had been ſo long op- 
preſs'd 3 and who he had now all alone, and 
unarm'd at his Mercy : adviſing them withall, 
that they ſhould call them out one by one by 
Lot 3- and ſhould particularly determine of 
every one, cauſing whatever ſhould be decree'd 
to be immediately executed 3 with this cauti- 
on-alſo, that they ſhould at the ſame time de- 
pute Tome honeſt man in the place of him that 
was condemn'd, to the end there might be no 


1 vacancy in the Senate. They had no ſooner 


heard the name of one Serator, but that a great 
cry of univerſal diſlike was rais'd up againſt 
him. I ſee, ſays Pacuvizs, that this muſt our, 
he is a wicked Fellow, let us look out a good 
one 1n his room; immediately there was a pro- 
found ſilence, every one being at a ſtand whom 
to chooſe. But one, more impudent than the 


a reſt, having nam'd his man, there aroſe yet a 


greater conſent of Voices againſt him, an hun- 
V 3 dred 


293 


Fc (XL) 


ET 2 00 TO EP 2 EY 


$9g Seigneur de \Momaign&s Efeys. Book U 

__ dred Imperfeftions being laid t6 his charge, 
and as many jultireaſons being preſently given 
why he ſhoald/not ſtand. '"Fheſe contradide. 
ry Humours growing hot, it fard worſe with 
the Tecond Senator and the third, there bein 
as much diſagreenient in the Election of the 
ne\w, as conſent in the puttmg out of the-oldif 
In the end, growing weary of this buſthe to ng 
purpoſe, they began ſome one way, and ſons 
another, to ſteal 'out of the Aſſembly every 
one*carrying back this Reſolution 1n his mind, 
that the oldeſt -and beſt known Evil was eve 
more ſapportable than one that was new aid 

- umried, To ſee how miſerably we are tort 
in ipieces: for what have we not done? 


#4 fail nod WiC od bY au. Woo Tun Cho 


Mear.Llj Ehbu cicatricum, & ſceleris pudet, 
Oat 35. Fratrumque: quid nos \dura refugimus 
| ' Atas? Quid imaifun nefaſti 
Eiquimus * Onde manu, inventus 
Metu Deorune comtinuit * 2uibus 
Pepercit aris. 


&- 4. * 7, wh qi. MME Rac AS 


| fall 
. Sir Thomas Fire 'ON 'Oour Broitls, vite Ads, and wi 
Hows. Bad Age: What Miſchief do we ſhun at all? 
What Youth, his hand for fear of God contains! 

Or who from ſacred Altars ſpoil refraihs ? 


I do not preſently conclude, 


oo. Adel, iſe | velit ſalus, 
4.4. Servareprorſie en ponſt have fm 


Would 


Would-ſafety'c ſelf its beſt care bave, 
This Family it cannot ſave: 


we are not however peradventure at the laſt 
aſp. The Conſervation of States1s a thing that 


A all likelihood ſurpaſles our Underſtanding, 


that it continues many times againſt mortal and 
inteſtine Diſcaſes, againſt the Injury of unjuſt 
Laws, againſt Tyranny, the Corruption and 
Ignorance of Magiſtrates, and the Licence and 
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in all our Fortunes to: what is above us, and 
ſtill look towards the better : but let us mea- 
ſare our ſelves with what 1s below us, there is 
no Condition ſo miſcrable, wherein a man may 
not find a thouſand Examples that will admi- 
miter Confolation. *I1s our Vice, that, we 
more unwillingly look upon what is above, 
© milling wh at 1s below : and Solox was 

usd to ſay, that whoever would make an heap 
18 of all ills together, there is no one who would 
ni not rather choole to bear away the ills he has, 
> MW than to come to an equal Diviſion with all 
$28 other men from that heap, and take with him 


from thence ſo much as would upon the divi- 
dent fall to his particular ſhare. Our Govern- - 


ment is indeed very ſick, but there have been 
others ſicker, without dying. The Gods play 
at Tennis with us, and bandy us every way. 


Enimvero Dii nos Homines quaſi pilas habent, Plau. 


The Stars have fatally deſtia'd the ſtate of 
V4. Rome 


Chap. 9; Seignenr de Montaigne's E//ays; 


| A Civil Government, is, as Plato lays, a mighty 
and puiſlant thing, and ſo hard tobe diflolv'd, 
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Sedition of the People. We compareour ſelves * 
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; Roe for an-Example of what they could dg 
The Eftate jn this kind : init 1s compriz'd:/all the forny 
«nd irs di. and adventures that concern a State : all tha 
verſe. order or diſorder, good or evil Fortune cah 
form (qo. Who then can deſpair of his Condition 
ſceing the ſhocks and commotions wherewith 

| the was tumbled and toſt, and yet withſtood 

><; them all? If the extent of Dominion be the 
*, ' Health of a Stafe, which I by no means think 
it 1s, (and Iſocrates pleaſes me, when he in- 

ſtruts Nicocles not to envy Princes who hay: 

large Dominions, but thoſe who know hoy 

, to preſerve them when they fall into thei 

9-93 +43. hands ) that of Rowe was never ſo ſound, 
'Z whenit was moſt fick : The worſt of her form 


The horri- 1: — 4 
Me Confu- diſcern any Image of Government under the 


fion under firſt Emperonrs, it was the moſt horrible and 


dns tumultuous Confuſion that can be imagin', 
Emperour, 


tinned, not only conſerving a Monarchy Ii 
mited within his own bounds, but ſo many 


Nations, ſo differing, ſo remote, ſa ill aftefted, 
ſo confuſedly commanded, and fo unjuſtly 


- conquer d. 
<1 — zec gentibus ullis 

 Commodat in populum, terre pelagique potentem, 
Invidiam fortuna ſuam. © | 


Tucan. 


But to no foreign Arms would Fortune yet 
Lend her own Envy againſt Rome ſo great, ; 
That over Nations, and mighty Kings, - 

O'reLords8: Seas ſhe ſtretcht her Eagles-wings. 


Every 
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was the moſt fortunate. A man could hardy 


It endur'd it notwithſtanding, and therein con- 


W Chap: 9g. Seigneur de Montal 
Everything that" totters does not 
contexture of ſo great a body holds'by more 
nails than one. © It holds even by its Antiqui- 
ty;:like old Buildings, from which the Foun- 
dations are worn ' away by-\time, without 
rough-caſt or morter,” which yet hve and ſup- 
port themſelves by their own weight 3 | 


+, Pondere tmta ſuo eſt.” 


Y 


neo jan validis radicibus herens, Lucan, t, 


Like an-old lofty Oak, that heretofore , - wr. 2 


JW 

«| Great Conquerours ſpoils, and ſacred Trophies 

3] Stands firm by his own weight. ' ' ( bore, © -* 
Ki 9's 


8 of the Security of a place 3 it muſt be examin'd 
d..8 which way approaches can be made to it, and 
n-E in what Condition.the Aflailant is. Few Veſl- 
1-8 fels fink with their own weight, and without 
y& ſome exteriour violence. Let us every way 
dE caſt our Eyes, every thing about us totters 5 
8 in all the great States both of Chriſtendom 


and elſe where, that are known to us, if you 


will but look, you will there ſee evident threats 
,,& of alteration and ruine : 


Et ſua ſunt illis incommoda, parque per omnes' Encid. tt. 


« Tempeſtas. 


| They all of them do in the miſchief ſhare, + 
|, And the rude Tempeſt rages every where. 


= moreover, it 1s not rightly to go to work, to .. 
hi} diſcover only the flank and the graft, to judge . 


Aſtrologers 
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E: _- Afprologers may very well,as they- LOO warn | 
of great Revolutions, and,emitient Mutations; 

their Prophecies.are preſent and palpable, _ 

need not goto Heaven to foretell this,.' Ther 

is-not only. Conſolation to:be. extracted from 

this univerſal combination of ills aud. menace, 

but moreover ſome hopes. of 'the continuation 

- of our State 3 foraſmuch as naturally nothing 

P. a) falls, where all does. An univerdal Sickneſs 1z 
particular Health : Conformity is an Enewy to 
Diſſolution. For my part, I deſpair not, and 

.. fancy that 1 diſcover wayes:to ſave us.” - - | 


3 
| Her. Fyog, ; Dewe hec fortaſ benigna | 


T3 | Reduces in ſedem VICE. 


Sir Thomas 
God will perchance, ' 
— Them to their Seat with happy change advance. 


%) «Who knows:but that God will have it happen, 
as it does 1n humane Bodies, that purge and 
relfore themſelves to a better eſtate by long 
and grievous Maladies 3 which reſtores then 
2 more intire and perfe& Health than that 

*. they took from them ? 'That which weighs 
the moſt with me, is, that in reckoning the 
ſymptoms of our 111, I ſce.as many natural ones, 
and that Heaven ſends us, and properly its 
own, -as of thoſe that our diforder and humane 
imprudence contribute to it. The very Stars 
ſeem to declare, that we have continued long 8 ? 
enough, -and beyond the ordinary term alrea- iſ + 

_ dy+ And this alk aftlias me, that the m_ 
which 
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which moſt threatens us, is; nat-an alteration, - | 


in the intire and ſolid Maſs, but its diflipation 
and /divultioa, which is the-moſt worthy or 
our fears. T'moreover fear, in thele;ravings of 
mine, the treachety of my Memory, leſt.by Int 
adyertence it ſhould make me write the lamn 

thing twice: | hate to examme: my 5, and ... 
never review, but very unwilkngly; what has , * 
once eſcap't 'my Pen. I here ſet down-nothing '/ - 


new. Theſe are common Thonghts, and ha- 


vying peradventure Conceiv'd them an hundred . -. 


at oy altbheva ie them down on $9 113k 
re E alr Fa Repetition 15.every where epetition 
troubleſome, though it werein Homer ; bur *ris rroubleſong 


ruinous in things ; that have only a ſuperficial 
and tranfitory ſhew. I donot love Inculcation, 
even in the moſt profitable things, as in Sene- 
ca. And the uſage of the. Stoical School. dil- 
pleaſes me, to repeat upon every Subje&t; ;at 
lengch the principles-and preſuppolitions that 
ſerve in general, -and always to realledge anew 
common and univerſal Reaſons, My Memory 


| grows infinitely worſe every day than other : 


Pocula Ltvheos ut fi ducentia fomnos, : Ho. Fyod. 


Arente fauce traxerim. " 


As if in thirſt Lethe's oblivious flood 
I had carousd into my blood. 


I maſt be fam for the time to come, (for hi- 

therto, thanks be $0 God, nothing has hapned 

much amiſs) whereas others feek time and 
opportu- 


goo Seignenr de'Montaigne'/ Bſays. Book It} [| 


opportunity to think of what they haveto ſay; 
toavoid all preparations, for fear of tying my 
ſelf to ſome obligation upon which.I muſt be 
forcd to infiſt; 'To be ty'd and bound toa 

thing puts me quite out, and to depend upon 
ſo weak an' Inſtrament as my Memory. I ne- 


; 2 Tl c £7 ver read this following Story, that I am not of- 
* I© roncefes £Tended at it with a natural Reſentment. — 


ceftes, accusd of conſpiracy/againſt Alexa 


"sf he "day thar he was brought out before the 
_ Alexanders Army, according to the Cuſtom, to be heard 
52am what he could lay for: hindſelf, had p =. | 


ſtudied f which, h ies 
_ ſtudied Speech, of which, haggling and tam: 
mering, he pronounc'd fome words 5 but ſtill 
being more pexplext, whilſt ſtruggling with 
his Memory, and that he was recolleCting him- 
ſelf of what he had to ſay, the Souldiers-near- 
eſt to him charg'd their Pikes againſt him and 
Kill'd him, looking upon him'as convict. His 
4ftoniſhment and filence ſerv'd them for a Con- 
fihon. For having had ſo much leiſure to pre- 
pare himſelf in Priſon, they concluded that 
1t was not his Memory that faiÞd him, but that 
his Conſcience ty'd up his Tongue, and ſtopd 
his Month. This was very well ſaid. The 
Place, the Aſſiſtants, and the expeQation aſto- 
niſh him even at the time when it ſtood him 
- Upon to ſpeak the beft he could. What can a 
man do, when *tis a Harangue upon which his 
'Life depends ? For my part, the very being 
tyed to whatIam to ſay is enough to looſe me 
from it. When I wholly commit and. referr 
my ſelf to my Memory, I lay ſo much ſtreſs up- 

on. 


| Chap. 9. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, 


on it, that it ſinks under me, and I ſuppreſs it 
with the burthen. So much as I truſt to it, ſo 
much do I put my ſelf out of my own power, 
ſo much as to find it in my own Countenancez 


. and have been ſometimes very much put to't 


to'conceal the {lavery wherein I was engag'd 3 
whereas my deſign 1s, to manifeſt in ſpeaking 


a perfe& negligence both of face and accent ; 


and caſual and unpremeditated motions, as ri- 
fing from preſent occaſions, chufing rather to 
ſay nothing to purpoſe, than to ſhew that-I 
came prepared to ſpeak well, a thing eſpecial- 
ly unbecoming a man of my Profeſſion, and 


of great obligation to him that cannot retain - 


much 3 the preparation begets a great deal 
more expectation than it will ſatisfie. A man 


oft ſtrips himſelf to his Doublet to leap no 


farther than he would have done in his Gown. 


Nihil eft his, qui placere volunt, tam adverſari- Cicrs 
um, quans expetatio. Nothing is ſo great an ad- Acad. l. 4- 


verſary to thoſe who make it their buſineſs to 
pleaſe, as Expe@ation. It is recorded of the 
Orator Curio, that when he propos 'd the divi- 
ſion of his Oration into three or four parts, it 


often hapned, either that he forgot ſome one, 
or added one or two more. I have always 
avoided falling into this inconvenience, having 
always hated theſe Promiſes and Preſcriptions, 
not only out of diſtruſt of my Memory, but 
alſo becauſe this Method reliſhes too much of 
the Artiſt. Si-#pliciora militares decent, *Tis 
enough that I have promisd to my ſelf never 
to take upon-me to ſpeak in Place of reſpels, 
Or 


401 
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beſides thar' it is very abſurd, it ts a mighty 
difadvantage to thoſe. who, naturally couly 
give-it a Grace by aftion 3/ and 10 rely upgy 
the mercy of my- preſent: Invention, I will 


much Jets do it 5 [tis heavy and perplexe, and 


fach as would never furniſh me jn ſudden and 
Important Neceſſities. Permit, Reader, thy 
Eflay its courſe alſo, and this fitting to finiſh 
the reſt of my Pitture. I add, bur I corre not; 
firſt, becauſe 1 conceive, that a man having 
once parted with bis Labours to the World, 
be has no farther right to theta 3 ler him do 
better if he can in fome new Undertaking, 
but nat adulterate what he has already fold ; 
of fach dealers nothing ſhould be bought tilt 
after they are dead : Jer them well conſider 
what they do, before they produce them to 
the light. Who haſtens them > My Book is al- 
ways the fame, faving that upon every new 
Edition, (that the Buyer may _—_ away 
quite empty) I take the liberty to (as it 
were by an ill-jointed in-laying or fancering Y 
ſome few infignificant things over and above; 
They are no ather but over-weight, that do 
Not disfigure the primitive Form of thoſe 
Effays, where they, by a little ambitious 
fſubethy, give a kind of particular Re- 
pate to every one of thoſe that follow, 
From thence however there will cafily happen 
ſome tranſpoſition of Chronology; my ftories 
taking place according to their patnefs, and 
Bot always according to their Age. _—_ 
becauſe 
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_ for:as to ſpeaking,whena man reads his Specch, 
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bi or preſent, or paſt 3 we oft corre& our 
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Selgnenr de Momaignes Eſſye, 303. | 
becauſe that for what concerns my ſelf, I fear 2 
to-loſe by the change: my Underſtanding does 51:93 Þ * 


not always go forward, it goes backward too. 
[do ot_much leſs fabpedt t my Fancies for be- 
ing the fecond or the third, than for being the 


ſelves as fooliſhly as we doothers. Fam grown + 

older by a great many years ſince my firſt 
Pablications, which were in the year 1580 2 

but I very much doubt whether I am'grown 

an inch the wiſer. I now, and I anon, are 

two ſeveral Perſons 3 but whether the better, 

gow, or anon, I am not able to determine. Ir 

were a fine thing to. be old, if we only tra- 

vell'd rowards improvement 3 but 'tis a drun- 

ken, ſtumbling, reeling, ill-favour'd motion, 

lice .that of Reeds, which the Air caſually - 

waves to and fro at Pleaſure. Aztioches had The Wris 
i his Youth effectually written in favour of __ 
the Academy, but in his old age he writ as corrected | 
mach againſt it 3 would not which of theſe brews 
two ſoever I ſhould follow, be ſtill Antiochus? marure 
After having eſtabliſh'd the incertainty, to go *#- 
about to eſtabliſh the certainty of humane 
Opinions, was it not to eſtabliſh doubt, and 

not certainty 2 And to promiſe, that had he had .. 

yet another Age to live, he would be always 

upon terms of altering his Judgement, not ſo 

much for the better, as for ſomething elſe? 

The publick Favour has given me alittle more 
confidence then I expe&ed 3 but what I moſt 

fear, is, leſt I ſhould glut the World with wy 
Writings : I had rather of the two zeitle my 


Reader, 


304 


©  Secignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays, Book Ut: 8 
Readey, than tire him3 as a learned man of my: 


time has done. Praiſe is always pleafing, let 


it. come from whom, or upon- what account jt 


will 3 yet ought a man to underſtand why he 


{ is commended, that he may know how to keey. 
up the ſame Reputation ſtill. The vulgar and 
common” eſteem is ſeldom :-happy in —_ 


right z and I am munch miſtaken, if amongſt 


_ the Writings of my time, the worſt are not 


thoſe which have moſt gain'd the popular a 
plauſe. For my part, I confeſs my ſelf oblig! 
and return my thanks to thoſe good naturt 
men, who are pleasd to take my weak En: 


'deavours in good part. The Faults of the 


Workmanſhip are-no where ſo apparent, as in 
2. matter which of it ſelf has no Recommends 
tion. Blame not me, Reader, for thoſe that 


- flip in here, by the fancy or inadvertency of 


phy and 
mating - 
LE cſpis'd, 


others; every hand, every Artizan contribute 


their own Materials, I neither concern my 
- ſelf with Ortegraphy (and only care to have it 


after the old way ) nor pomting, being very 


unexpert both in the ohe and the other, 


Where they wholly break the Senſe, I am ve 
Ty little concern'd, for they at leaſt diſcharge 
me; but where they fabſtitute a falſe one, s 
they fo often do, and wreſt me to their Con- 


ception, they ruine me. When the Sentence 


nevertheleſs 1s not ſtrong enough for my Pro- 
Portion, a civil Perſon ought to reject it # 
fpurious, and, none. of mine. Whoever ſhall 
know how lafie I am, and how indulgent to 
my own Humour, will ealily believe that Fl 


OW” Y Mo ate ea 7. eomm CO IPO IEEE oo DS PTE 


I 


85 2 Se EY T=an >Þ 


= 
[—wq 


' Chap. 9. Seignenr de Montaignes Eſſays, 20g: 


had rather write as many more Eſſays, than be 
tyd to reviſe theſe over again for ſo childiſh 
a Correction. I was ſaying elſewhere, that 
being planted in the very Center of this new 
Religion, I am not only deprivd of any great 
Familiarity with men of other kind of Manners 
than my own, and of other Opinions, by which 
they hold together, as by a tye that ſuperſedes 


all other Obligations; but moreover,l do not 


live without danger, amongſt men to whomall: 
things are equally lawful, and of whom the 
moſt part cannot offend the Laws more than 
they have. already done 3: from whence the 


- extreameſt degree of Licenſe does proceed. 


All the particular Circumſtances reſpeQing me 
being ſum'd up together, I do not find one 
man of my Country, who pays ſo dear for the 
defence of our Laws both. in coſt and dam- 
mages ( as the Lawyers ſay ) as my ſelf. And 
ſome there are who vapour and brag of their 
Zeal and Conſtancy, thart if things were juſtly 
weigh'd, do not much leſs than I. My Houſe, 
as one that has ever been open and free to all 
Comers, and civil to all, (for I could never 
perſwade my. ſelf to make a Garriſon of it, 
that. being to make it the aim of the remoteſt 
Enemy ) has ſufficiently merited a - popular 
kindneſs, and ſo that it would be a hard mat- 
ter juſtly to' inſult over me upon my own 
Dung-Hill 3 and I look upon it as a wonder- 
ful and exemplary thing, that it yet continues 


a Virgin. from Blood .and Plunder during ſo 


Jong a ſtorm, and ſo many neighbouring Re- 
% volations 


aki 
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kind; of man ? If my. Deportments, and the 


volutions and Tumules, For to, confels the. 
truth, it bad been poſſible: enough for a man 
of my Complexion to have ſhak'd hands with 
any. one conſtant and continued Form what- 
ever-. But the contrary Invaſions and Incurfi- 
ons; Revolutions, and Viciflitudes of Fortune 
roynd;about me, have hitherto more exaſpera-.. 
ted, then caln'd and- mollified the humour of. 
the Country, and involve me over and over. 
again with inviacible Difficulties and Dangers, 
L fgape, 'tis true, but am troubled that it is 
mote by chance, and! fomething of my own 
Prudence, than by Juſtice, and am not ſatisfi- 
ed to be out of the Protection of the Lanu, 
and under any other fafe-guard: than theirs, 
As matters ſtand, Ilive above one half by the 
ES Others, winch 1s an untoward Ob- 
gation. I do not like to owe my ſafety either 
to the Generoſity or Atﬀection of great Per- 
ſons, who are content to allow me my Liber- ||. 
ty, or to the obliging manners of my Predeceſ- | 
ſors, or my own; for what if I was another 
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frankneſs.of my Convirſation or Relation ob- 
hge my Neighbours, 'tis cruel that they ſhould 
acquit themſelves of: that Obligatian in only þ 
permitting me to. live, and that they may ſay, Þ. 
weallow him the free liberty of: having, Divine | 

Service read in his:own private Chappel, when tþ 
it 15 nterdictedinall Churches round about,and 
allow lm the uſe of bis Goods, and the fruntion I. 
of his Life,as one that proteds our. Wives and Þ, 
Cattel in time of need. For my Houſe has for 
| | many 
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* I Chap: 9. Seignevr de Montaighe's Efaye. 307 
many Deſcerts ſhar'd in the Reputation of Ly- Licrgw 
wrgw the Athenian, who was the general 37.500 
Feoffee and Guardian of the Parſes of his fel- for all his 
low Citizens. Now I am clearly of Opinion, _ _ 

" Ethat a man ſhould live by Authority, and not 
 Rexher by Recompence or Favour. How many 
| Boallant men haye rather choſen to loſe their 
Blives than to abandon their Duty 2? I hate to x 22--<5* 

” Rubje&t my ſelf to any ſort of Obligation , but 

%* FBabove all, to that which binds me by the duty 
of Nonour. TI think nothing fo dear as what is #5" 

Baiven me, and- that becauſe my Will hes at 
pawn under the title of Ingratitude, and more 
willingly accept of Offices that are to be 
ld ; being of Opinion, that for rhe laſt I 
ve nothing but Money, but for the other E 
give my fotf. The knot that binds me by the 
ws of Courtefte pinches 'me more than that 
of Loyal conſtraint.and I am much more at eaſe 
when bound: by a Scrivever than by my ſelf. Is 
It not reaſon that my Conſcience ſhould be 
mich more engag'd when men firhply rely up- | 
m it ? In a Bond, my Faith owes nothing; «4 6'/> 
decauſe it has nothing lent it. Let them truſt promifesrs - 
o the ſecurity they have taken without me z be ſtrialy 
had-nuch rather break the Wall of a Priſon, _ 
) Wad the Laws themſelves,than my own Word. Y 
' Fam.nioe, even to Superſtition, in keeping my. rc be") 
Weomifes, and therefore upon all occaſions bave : 
Pare to make them uncertam and conditio-. 


al: To thoſe of no great moment, I add the | 
_; Waloithe of my own Rule to make it weight; 
wracks and opprefies me with its own In- 
X 2 tereſt. 


&/ "WM + JE, 14 oo STEES PT Uo ERR Ihe 24 C 
dS 00; Co ears gs, EEG I es od OA - BY 1 C 
OT on 8-0 Ros *% [I , a >» 
Er? We SR "oth : - v 
we ES. IS 2 RET a os Kr eg % % 
ERS, ou | 


308 


3 


Cicero de 
Offic, 


Ter. Al. 
A. 3. 
Scen. 5. 


I 


# 


#63 


x) 1 ceptum refertur. For whatever is compell'd 
| power, is more imputed to hin that exat#s thi 
| #0 bim that performs. | know ſome who folloy 


tereſt, Even in AQtions that are wholly my 
own, and free; if I once fay it, I conceive 
that I have bound my ſelf, and that delivering 
It to the knowledge of -another, L have po 

tively. cnjoyn'd it my-own performance. Me 
thinks I promiſe it, if I but fay it, and there 
fore am not apt to ſay much of that king, 


*O v75-+ 4 The Sentence that I paſs upon my ſelf is more 


ſevere than that of a Judge, who only conf- 
ders the common Obligation z but my Conſe. 
ence looks upon it with a more ſevere and pe 


petrating Eye. I lag in thoſe Duties to whith 
/T ſhould be a if I did not go. Hoc i 


ſum ita juftum eſt quod redte fit, 5f voluntayi- 


um. Even that which is well done, is only ju 
when 'tis voluntary. Tf the Action has not fo Tk 
ſplendor of Liberty, 1t has neither Grace nor 
ior, | 


Fuod me jus cogit, vix Voluntate impetrent. 


That which the Laws have power to conſtraitl 
They from my Will would hardly e're obtait 


Where Neceflity draws me, T love to let ny 
Will take its own Courſe. 272 cage or ) 


perio cogitur, exigenti magis quam preſtanti u 


this Rule, even to Injuſtice, who will ſooka 
grve than reſtore, ſooner lend than pay, al 
will do them: the-leaſt good to whom the 

an 
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k nt; Chap. 9. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
my {| are moſt oblig'd. I am of a quite contrary Hu- 


393 


eiveſ}.mour. 1 ſo much loye to diſengage and _ x 2p Foy; 


ring | Jigate my Telf, that I have ſomerimes look 


which I have receiv'd fromthoſe to whom et- 
ther by Nature or Accident I was bound 1n 
ind} ſome duty of Friendſhip, as an Advantage to 
ef me, taking this occaſion of their 11! uſage, r 
an acquittance and'diſcharge of fo much of my 
Debt. And though I ſtill continue to pay 
them all the Offices of publick Reaſon, I not- 
i<} withſtandiog find my elf very ſparing of do- 
- 5-8 ing that upon the account of Tultiee, which I 


ari-f did upon the ſcore of Aﬀection, and am a little 


ju £5'd of my former Sollicitude by my inward « 
ome} Will. Eft prudemtis ſuſtinere ut curſum, ſic in- Cic. deAnis 
nor} petum benevolentia. *Tis the part of a, wiſe man * 


to keep a curbing hand,as upon the ordinary pace, 
fo eſpecially upon the precipitation of his good 
vt. | Will; which is in me too urging and preſſing 
where I take ; ar leaſt, for a man who love nor 


xo # upon_Tngratitudes, Aﬀeronts, and Indignities . 
hic 


4) 


2infj to be ſtrain'd at all.* And this husbanding my « © £7 
Z 


ain} Friendſhip ſerves me for a fort of Conſolati- 
on 1n the ImperfeCtions of thoſe in whom I am 
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ml concern'd.” T am ſorry they are not ſuch .as I 
my could wiſh they were, but fo it is, that I alſo 
ga leſs in my Application and Engagement 
:towards them. I approve of a man that is the 


defs fond of his Child for having a ſcald head, 
Or being crooked 3 and not only when he is 


al 4ll-natur'd, but alſo when he 1s unhappy and 
yg -imperfet in his Limbs, ( for God himſelf has 
oF abated that from his value and natural eſtima- 
i R 3 tion ) 
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Fneid. 
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- 
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; , neſs of Aﬀecion\ with Moderation and exag 
Zy ty £:) Juſtice. Proximity leſſens not defefts with me 


' ply to common and natural Obligations ; & 


tion ) provided. he carry himſelf in this cold. 


bat rather makes them greater. After all, ac. 
cording to what I underſtand in the Sciena 
of Benefits and Acknowledgement ( which 
a ſubtle Science, and of great uſe ) I know my 
Perſon whatever more free and leſs indebte 
than I am at this hour. What I do owe, is ſins 


to any thing elſe, no man 1s more abſo]utely 
clear. - + 
OO en— mee ſunt mihi nota potentums 
Munera. is | 


The Gifts of great men are to me unkown. 


— — — —— 
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4.4 wretched and dangerous thing to depend up- 
en others. Our ſelves, which is the moſt juſt 
and ſafeſt Refuge, are not ſufficiently aſfard. 
I have nothing mine but my felf, and yet the 

ſfeffion is in part defeftive and borrow'd. .I 
fortifie my ſelf both in Coxrage, which ts the 
firongeſt affiſtant, and alſo in Fortywe, therein 
wherewith to ſatisfie my ſelf, though every 
thing elſe ſhould forfake me. Elews H; 
did not only furniſh himſelf with Knowledge, 
that he might at need cheerfully retire frog 
all other Company to enjoy the Myſes, nor 
with the Knowledge of Ph:loſophy only to 
teach his Soul to be contented with it, and 
bravely to ſubſiſt without outward Conveni- 
encies, when Fate would have it ſo 3 he was 
moreover fo curious,'as to learn Cookery, to 
ſhave himſelf, to make his own Cloaths, his 
own Shoos and Drawers, to provide for all 
#8. his Neceflities in himſelf, and to wean himſelf 

from the Afliſtance of others. 
freely and cheerfully enjoys borrowed Con- 
veniencies, when it is not an Enjoyment forc'd 
and conſtrain'd by need, and when a man has 

12 his own Will and Fortune wherewithall to 
live without them. I know my felf very well. 
' But 'tis bard to imagine any ſo pure Liberali- 
ty of any one towards me, any fo frank and 
free Hoſpitality, that would not appear to me 
unhandfom, - tyrannical, and tamted with r6- 
proach, if Neceſfity had reduc'd me to it. As 

iving is an ambitious and authoritative qua- 


giving is an : | 
lity, 3 is accepting . quality of Sub 
X 4 


A man more « 


Hon. | 
Witneſs 


3: 


Hippias « &) 
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Witneſs the injurious and. quarrelſom refuſal 


That'ris that Bajazet made of the Preſents that T hemiy 


orefoſe a Tenthim 3 and thoſe that were offerd in the be: 
Preſent. half of the Emperonr Solyman to the Empe- 
* Four ofCalicut,wereſo much diſdaind by him, 
that he not only rudely rejeted them, ſaying, 

that neither he, nor any of his Predeceſſor 

had never been wont to take, and that it was 

their Office to give 3 but moreover caus'd the 
Ambaſladors ſent for that purpoſe to be put 

geo a Dungeon. When Thetis, ſays Ariſtotle, 

atters Jupiter 5 when the Lacedemonians 

flatter the Athenians, they never put them in 

mind of the good they have receiv'd from 

A fv47, them, which is always odious, but of the be- 
That tis * Nefits they have receiv'd from them : ſuch as 
odious to T ſee fo frequently employ every one 1n their 


any with a AAS, and thruſt themſelves into 40 much 
Benefii Obligation, would never do it, did they but 
conterrd. 1eliſh the ſweetneſs of a pure Liberty as I do, 
and did they bur weigh, as wife men {hould, 
the burthen of Obligation. "Tis ſometimes per- 
adventure fully return'd, but tis never dif- 
+ ſolved, *Tis a miſerable ſlavery to a man that 
loves to be at full liberty upon all accounts. 
Such as know me; both better and meaner men 
than my ſelf,are able to fay whether they have | 
ever known a man lefs importuning, ſollict- 
ting, entreating, and preſiing upon others than 
I ; but if I am, and be a degree beyond all 
modern Example, 'tis no great wonder ſo many 
parts of my Manners contributing to it. A lit- 
tle natural Pride, an impatience of _—_ = 
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admired ; Shall 
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fas'd, the contradidtion of my Defires and De- 
ſigns, and my moſt beloved Qualities, Idleneſs 
and Freedom 3 by all-theſe together I have 
conceiv'd a_mortal hatred to being oblig'd to 
any other, .or by any other than my ſelf. I 
prodigally lay out all I can wrap, and wring 
of my own, rather than employ the bounty of 
another in any light or important occaſion or 
neceſlity whatever. My Friends do ſtrangely 
iwportune me, when they adviſe me to call in a 


third Perſon, and I think it coſts me little leſs 


to diſengage him who is indebted to me by 
making uſe of him, than to engage my ſelf to 
him that owes me nothing: Theſe Conditions 
being remov'd, provided they require of me 
pothing of any great trouble or care, (for I 
have renouncd all buſineſs that requires great 
diligence) I am eafily intreated, and ready to 
do every one the beſt ſervice I can : But yetTI 
have, I confeſs, more avoided receiving than 
ſought occafions of giving, and allo, according 


. to Ariſtotle, it is more eafie. My Fortune has 


allow'd me but little to do others good with- 
all, and the little it can afford is put into a 
pretty cloſe hand. HadT been borna great Per- 
ſon, I ſhould have been ambitious to have made 
my {elf belov'd, not to make my felf feard or 
more plainly expreſs it ? I 
ſhould more have endeavour'd to pleaſe than 
to do good. Cyrus very wiſely, and by the 
Mouth of a great Captain, and better Philoſo- 
pher, prefers his Bounty and Benefits much be- 
fore his Valour and Warlike: Conqueſts, _ 
x | | | . the 
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-”  grq Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſsys. Book W:; 
 . £0 +: the elder Scipio, wherever he would raiſe his 
Eiteem, ſets a higher value upon his Afability 

' and Humanity, than hisProweſs and Vidorie, 

and has always this glorious Saying in his 
outh, That be hes giver: bis Ementies as much 


T 
1 
. occaſion to love bins as bis Friends. I will then 
fay, that if a man muſt of neceſſity owe fome- | * 
fi 
| 
k 
: 


thing, it ought to be by a more legitimate th. 

tle than that whereof am ſpeaking, to which 

the neceſlity of this miſerable War compel 

me 3 and not in ſo great a debt as that'of my 
total Preſervation both of Life . and Fortune 
that over-whelms me. I have a thouſand time | * 
gone to bed at my own Houſe with an appre- 
henfion that I ſhould be betray'd and murtherd | 
that very night, compounding with Fortune, Þ | 
that it might be - without terror, and with ÞÞ 
quick diſpatch; and after my Pater nofter have 
cry d out, 


Virg.Ed.1. Taping hee tar culta novalia miles habebit. 
( Grounds, 
Shall impious Souldiers have theſe new plowd 


What remedy ? 'tis the Place of my Birth,and 

moſt of my Anceſtors have here fix'd their 

AfﬀeRion and Name ; we inure our ſelves to 

| Whatever we are accuſtom'd. And in ſo miſe- 
wcE"| rable a Condition as ours is, Cuſtom 1s a great þþ 

| Bounty of Nature, which benums our Senſes 


——=> 


bs n r | to the ſufferance of many evils. A Civil War 
F ow 1 | has this with it worſe than other Wars Eave,to 
make us ſtand Centinels in our own Houſes. 


nat 
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| neſs and {loth, which alſo in ſome ſort bring 


'] Chap. 9. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. | 


30/2 0 "2 7 m2 X , "4 q ; 
"Fs x Ree >, EIS OO” HTS s - "OF ” L 
Þ : To WAS * AY 2 b, = odiieas n "OUR , * _ 
» ES > I £0 : NY g's Ee Mend. ve 38 de * v - 
L : \ Y A : Y * PO SEE 
4 of 


315 
Anan miſernm, porta vitam mnroque tueri, Ovid. Trift 
* Pizxque ſue ttm viribus eſſe donus ! 4. Bleg.ts 
Toones own Walls and Gates, 'tis wretched ſure 
To truſt one's Life, yet ſcarce to be ſecare. | 
Tis a grievous extremity for a man to be ju- | 2) *u 9 < 


filed in his own Houſe: The Countrey where 
I ſive 1s always the fizſt in Arms, and the laſt 
that lays them down, and where there is never 
an abſolute Peace. 

( bells. 


Tum quogque cum pax eft, trepidant formidine -,can, 
noties pacem fortuna laceſſit 3 

Hac itey of bellis, melizs fortuna dediſſet 

Orbe ſub Eoo ſedem, gelidaque ſub Areto, 

Erramteſque domos. 


Oh ill built City, too too near the Gar! ! Mr. My. 
Oh, ſadly ſcituated Place ! when all (War, 

The World have Peace, .we are the ſpoil of 

And firſt that are invaded 3 happier farr 

Might we have liv'd in fartheſt North or Eaſt, 

Or wandring Tents of Scythia, than poſleſt 

The edge of [taly. 


I ſometimes extra& the means to fortifie my 
{cif apainſt theſe Confiderations, from careleſs- 


us on to reſolution. It oft befals me to ima- 
gine and Q mortal dangers with a kind 
of delight. Iſtupidly plunge my ſelf head-long 
into Death, without conſidering or taking a 

view 
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| Life is not better for being long, ſo Death is 
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view of it, as into a deep and obſcure A4byf, 
which ſwallows me yp at one leap, and 1n- 
volves me in an inſtant in a profound ſleep 
without any ſenſe of pain. And: 1n theſe ſhort 
and violent Deaths, the Conſequence that [ 
fore-ſee adminiſters more Conſolation to me 
than the Effe& does Fear. They ſay, that a 


7c 9%, | better for being not lopg. T do not fo much 


71 —| 


| evade being dead, as I enter into confidence 
with dying. IT wrap and ſhrowd my ſelf in the 
ſtorm that is to blind and carry me away 
with the Fury of a ſudden and inſenfible Ar- 
tack. Moreover, what if it ſhould fall out, 
that as ſome Gardiners ſay, that Roſes and Vio- 


lets ſpring more odoriferent near unto Garlick 


and Ozions, by reaſon that the laſt ſuck and 
imbibe all the 1]l odour of the Earth 3 that 
theſe depravd Natures ſhould alſo attra@ all 
the malignity of my Air and Climate, and fo 
render it ſo much better and purer by their 
vicinity, that I ſhould not loſe all ? That 
cannot be, but there may be ſomething in this, 
that Bounty and Goodneſs 1s more beautiful 
and attraftive when it 1s. rare, and that Con- 
trariety and Diverſity fortifies and ſhuts up 
well-doing within it ſelf, and infiames it by 
the jealouſie of oppoſition and glory. Thieves 
and Robbers (of their ſpecial favour ) have 
no particular aim at me, no more have I to 


them. I ſhould have my hands too full. Like 


Conſciences are lodg'd under ſeveral ſorts of 


Robes, like Cruelty, Dilloyalty, and Rapane ; 


and 
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and ſo much the worſe as they are more miſ- 
chievous to others, and more ſecure and con-- 
ceal'd in themſelves, under the-colour of the 
Laws. I lefs hate an open profeſ#d injury than' 
one that 1s: clandeſtine and treacherous 3 an 
Enemy in Arms 'than an Enemy in a Gown. 
Our Fever has ſeiz'd upon a Body that is not 
mach the worſe for't. There was Fire before, 
and now 'tis broke out into a Flaxe. The noiſe 
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is greater, the evil much the ſar. I caſually | £ 773 5 


anfwer ſuch as ask me the reaſon of my Tra- | 


vels, that T know very well what I fly from, but | 
not what Teck. Tf hay tell me that I may be' 


as unhealthy amongſt Strangers, and that their 
Manners are no purer than ours ; I firſt reply, 
that that is hard to be believd. 


Tam multe ſcelerum facies. Vire.Georg 
. Is 
Secondly, that it is always gain to change an %) 2. 
ul Condition for one that is uncertain, and 


that the ills of others ought not to concern us 


ſo much as thoſe of our 0wn. Þ will not here | 
omit, that I never mutiny ſo much againſt 
France, that I am not perfealy. friends with 


1) 
/ 


Paris ; that City has ever had my Heart from The com- 
my infancy, and it has fallen out, as of exce]- -cndarion = 


lent things, that the more beautiful Cities I 
have ſeen fince, the more the beauty of this: 
does {till win upon my affeRion. I love it by 
it ſe}f, and more in its own native Being, than 
in all the Pomp of foreign and acquird Em- 


belliſhments; Ilove it tenderly,even to its warts 
ef 
; and 


of Par®, 


C 


ES =SEEEESES WE 


=o 


_—_—_— 


AY and blemiſhes. 1 am not a Frezch-wes but by | 
thispreat City, great in People, great in the 
felicity of hey Scituation; but above all, greas 
and incomparable in variety and diverſity of 
Commodities, the Glory of Fraxce, and one 
of the moſt noble Ornaments of the World; 
God of his Goodneſs compoſe our Differences, 
and deliver us from this Civil War; 1 find hey 
ſuſiciently defended from all other Violen- 
ces; I give her caution, that of all forts of 
People, thoſe will be the worſt that ſhall ft 
it in Diviſion ; 1 have no fears of her, but of 
her ſelf; and certainly I have as much fear for 
her as for any: other City in the Kingdom, 
Whiht the ſhall continue, I ſhall never want 
a retreat, where T may live or dye, ſufficient 
to make me amends for parting with any other 
home or retreat whatever. Not becauſe Socra- 
fes has ſaid ſo, but becauſe it is in truth wy own 
Humonr, and peradventure hot without ſome 
.z , exceſs. I look upon all men as. my Compatri- 
A" | ow, and embrace a Palendet with as fincere; 
' an Aﬀettion ad a French-mer, preferring the! 
| unverfal and common tye to all National tyes 
| —_— - am not much taken with the 
bh ſweetneſs of a natnral Atr-: Acquaintance 
My 4; f new. and wholl: own, appear to 
" rnefull asgood ac the other cammon and; acci- 
— demtaloneswithour Naghbours: Friendſhips: 
ſ:) that are pirey of our own acquiring, ordi- 
” nanly carry tt above thoſe to which the Cym- 
mamcatio! of the Clime or of Blood oblige 
X) as, Natzre has placd us in the World tee 
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4 wd unbound, we impriſon our ſelves in cer . 
n fireights, like the Kings of Perſe, who The wa- 

li © themſelves to drink no other Water EW 

Ithat £ the River Choaſpes, and fooliſhly quit age; the 

caim to their right of uſage in all _ 

Greams 3 and as to what concern'd themſelves, fien i or 

dried up all the other Rivers of the World, 

__ _—_— did towards his end, to look Peath pre- | »] 


fer'd to ba« 
ntence of Baniſhment as work than © amons. 


rene of Death againſt him 3 I ſhall, I 
thick, never be either ſo decrepid, or ſo ſtrict- | 
ly babituated to my own Country, to be of | 
tat Opinion. Theſe Celeſtial Lives have Ima- <<; -X ) 
Yes enow, which I embrace more by Eſteem, - 
than AﬀeRtion 3 and they have ine alſo ſo 

elevated and extraordinary, that I cannot em- 

brace them ſo much as by Eſteem, for as much 

a I cannot conceive them. This Humour was + 

yery tender in a man that thought the whole 

World his Cy. It is true, that he diſdaind 

Travel, and had hardly ever ſet his Foot out 

of the Attick, Territories. What though he 
complain'd of the Money his Friends offer'd ta 

fave his Life, and that he refagd to come out 

of Priſon by the Mediation of others 3 not to 

dſobey the Laws in a time when they were 

otherwiſe ſo corrupted ? Theſe Examples are 

of the firſt kind for -me 3 of the fecond there 

xe: athers that I could find out in the fame 

Perſon. Many of theſe rare Examples furpaſs » %? 
the force wy 6 ory BY but ſome of them da Y 
moreover aſs the force of fudgement. _ 
j _ Reaors ſet aſide, Sore 4 in = Opi- 194 
nion 
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continually- imploy'd in obſerving new an 
unknown things : and I do not know, a 
X) have often ſaid, a better School wherein ty 
model Life, than by inceſfantly expoſing toy 
the diverſity of ſo many other Jives, fancig 
and uſances; and to make it reliſh ſo perpety. 


The Body is therein neither idle nor over. 
wrought, and that moderate Agitation putsin 
+ breath. I'can keep on Horſe-back, as mud 
tormented with the Stone as I am, withoiy 
alighting or being weary, eight or ten hou 
together, | p 
Ancid 1.5, Fires ultra ſortemque fenede, 


Beyond the ſtrength and common uſe of Age 
<c&"\ No Seaſon is Enemy to me, but the parchiny 
Unbrels heat of a ſcorching Sun ; for the Umbrell 
of uy made uſe of in Italy ever firice the time of the 

ancient Roxrans, more burthen a mans Arn 

) than they relieve his Head. I would fain knoy 

ſu oV/ what pain it was to the Perſians fo long agg, 
and 1n the Irifancy of their Luxury, to mak 

fuch YVertidu&s, and plant ſuch Shades about 

their abodes, as Xenophor reports they did. '| 


as tame Ducks do 3 the change of Air and 
- Climate never concern me: every Sky is alike 
I am only troubled with inward Alterations 
which I bred within my ſelf, and thoſe are not 
ſo frequent in Travel. I am hard to .be git 
out, 
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nion a very improving thing; the Soul is there 


a] a variety of the form of humane Natur 
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7 17) love Rain, and to dabble in the Dirt, as wdlf 
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$ to equip w__ le 77G a tort "Journey, if 
oi but to viſir' « Neizhbout, as” for, the longe | 
its Voyage. have Tearnit to travel after the pa- The Spenifh 
1 » faſttion, and to: make but'gne Stage of a yur bh «os 
ir great many Miles 3 and in exceſſive heats, I al; 
er. ways travel' by Night, from Sun-ſet, to Sun; / 
Sin mg. The other method of baiting by the x LY wy 
ach , 0 baſte and hurry "to gobble up a Din- 
Ol by 1s, eſpecially 1n ſhort Hays, very inconve; 
us nient. My Horſes perform the better, for ne; j3 
ver any Horſe tj'd 'under me that was able tq 
hold out the' firſt days Journey. I water them 
at every Brook-I meer, and have orily a-Care 
pe | they have ſo much way to go before I come 
to my Inn, as will wart the Water in theip 
Bellies. My unwillingneſs to riſe in a Morn- 
ing, gives my Servants leiſure to dine at their 
eaſe before they go out. For my own part, T 


Nevereat too late : my Appetite comes to me in | #05 & @: 
| 
{ 


* 


= . and nor Elſe, and am never hungry bus 
ble Some of my Friends blame. me. fox | 

Siaig this travelling Humour, being Mar7 
ned and old. But they are out in't, for it is 
the beſt time to leave a man's Houſe, when a 
18 man has put it into a way of continuing with- 
-Gt us ; and ſettled ſuch an Oeconomy, as cor- 
reſponds to it for mere Government. *'Tis 
much greater imprudence”to abandon it to a 
kk faithfal Honſe-keeper, and who will be : 
les ſollicitous to 3 for the Fanny, 
00 


Se; owns Hor ky 
CE uſeful 


ie abl Sfp ant Fop _ 1 
ott if 2F £ 
f 2p) Houlewiky, | 
f deed, but 
S 


40 


'% 


Te any. other, as the 
rune Fw preſerve our 
will, accord 


to.the : exicuce 1. learn t, 1 
gre omen the Oeconomical Vie 
aboveall other Virtues; Lput my Wife to't, as3 
Concern of her own, leaving her by my abſence 

- the whole Government of my. Aﬀairs. 1 
and amaſham'd to ſee,inſeveral Families Iknoy, 
Monſieur, about. Dinner time, come home al 
dirt, _ in great diforder,from trotting about 
among {t his Flucban men and Labourers, when 
Madam is perhaps ſcarce out of her Bed, and 
afterwards 1s pouncing and tricking up her 
Elf forſooth in her Cloſet. This is for Zueene 

; to do, and that's a queſtion too. Tis ridicg5 


C-plij Jous, and unjuſt, that the Lazineſs of our 
Wives ſhould be maintajn'd with our Swen 


| and Laboyr. No man, foraſmuch as in me lic 
ſhall have a more free and liberal, a more: Hf 
and free fruition of bis Eſtate than I. ol 
Huiband bring Matter, Nature her Ta will 
h-26, That Coty that the ie ind the Form. As to the Diigth 
om ;endſhip > of Con feds, =, {ome . to oY 

grow Violate "he abſence, I 


- Opinion A 15 on. the caniraly an a _ af 
ace? 2 
Qeinions Kio g by a #99 (requens and # 
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duous 


duous Practice. Every (Range Woes p- 
pears graceful, and every one finds by Expol 
, that 


again. Theſe interruptions inflame me anew 
towards my Wife, and render my own Houſe 
mote pleaſant to me. Abſence, and change of 
| jo wag my Appetite both to the one and 
xe other. I know that the Arms of Friend+ 
up long enough to reach-from the one 
id of the World to the other, and eſpecially 
his, where there is a cantinual communication 
x Offices that rouſe the Obligation and Re- 


great Connexion and Relation amongſt wife 
ven, that be who dines in Frexce, nouriſhes 

.C ion in /Egypt 3 and that whoever 
does but hold out his Finger,in n what part of 
the World ſoever, all the wife Men upon the 
habitable Earth feel rhemfelves aſliſted by it. 


Fraition and Poſſeſſion principally appertain 
to magination. It more fervently and 
conſtantly embraces what it is in queſt of, 
than wbat we hold in our Arms. Let a man 
but conſider and caſt up his daily 1 hts, 
and he will find, that he 1s moſt abſent from 
bis Friend when in his Company. His Aſfi- 
ſhance relieves your Attention, and gives your 
houghts Liberty ta abſent themſelves at eve- 
turn, and upon every Occafion. When I * 
m out at Roxee, I keep and govern my Houle, 
and the Conveniencies I there left, fee my 
as riſe, my Trees ſhoot, and my Revenue 
| = increaſe, 
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rience, that being continually together is not . 
ſs pleaſing, as to part for a time, and meet 


membrance. The Stoicks @ there is fo”. 


97 
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increaſe, ordecreaſe, voy nfar- as well as with 
Lam' there. >. > $16 8” 4 


Ovid. Trift. * 7 Anjeraculet 07.40 - <a errds forma locorum, 


b. 3. Eleg. 4+ 
"My Houfearif (Sits of places conſtantly ” 
"Preſent thei ves unto wy Fancy's Eye, 


30) D224 | 
Go enjoy” nothing bat whit we: rouch, We 
may-ſay farewell-to: the Money iniour Cloſe! 
and to.our Sons-when they are gone a huntitp 
We will have them nearer tous. + Ts' the Git: 
den, or half a:days Journey from home fo fir? 
What is ten Leagues, far, or riear ? If rich; 
what is eleven, twelve, or thirteen? and'f 
4; +<6 by degrees. : {n.carneſt, If there be-a Womat 
who can tell her Husband what ſtep ends the 
| ear, and what ſtep begins the remote, [ would 
adviſc her to ſtop between. ' 


Hor. lib. 2 excludat jurgia ; font: : 

Epift. 1.  Utor lates caudeque pilos ut equine (unn 
Paulatim cello : &* demo unum, deno eta 
Dum cadat cluſus ratione ruentis acervi. 


the whole Houſe tail we may 


Se #* P- Thus hair by hair, at length pluck quite away. 


And let them in Gods Name' call Philoſo phy to 
their Aſſiſtance; in whoſe tecth'it may be calh, 
that ſeeing it neither diſcerns the one nor the 
other end of the joynt, betwixr the too mui 
and the little; the long and the ſhort, the light 
and the heavy, the near and the remote, that 
ſeeing it diſcovers neither the beginning a 
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ut 


Chap 9. Sejgntur de Moritaigne's Eays: 328 


the end; it marſt needs judge! very uncertzinly 
of the! middle; Rernm nathri wnllem mobi de- 4 Acad, 
dit cognitionem finium. Arethey nnotſhill Wives © 
and Friends to: the dead, who-are&not only at 

the end of this, but in the other World Z' We | 
imbrace -not only the abſent; but thoſe 'who ; 
have been, and thoſe who are' not yet. "We , v13 [7 &A® ! 
do:not promiſe in Marriage to be continually | 
twiſted and linkt together, like ſome little 'Am- 

mals that we ſee; or like thoſe of Karenty, that The be- 
are bewitch'd, tyed together like Dogs. *And' "mag 
a Wife ought not to be ſo greedily enamoitird' X) 
of her Husbands Fore-parts, that ſhe cannot 

endure to ſee him turn his'Back, if Occaſion 

be. But may not this ſaying of that excellent * 

Painter of Womens Humours be here intro- 


duc'd, toſhew the Reaſort of their Complaints? 


-'Oxor, ſi ceſſes, aut te amare- cogitat, js a 
Aut tete amari, aut potare, aut animo obſequi, $cen. 1, 


. Et tibi bene eſſe ſoli, cum ſibi ſit male. 


Thy Wife, if thou ſtay'ſt long abrold, is mov'd, , (1 6c Fo * 
Thinking thou either lov'ſt, or art belov'd ; 
Drinking, or ſomething elle, thy {elf to pleaſe, 
And that thou'rt well, whilſt ſhe is 111 at eaſe, 


| 


Or may it not be, that of it ſelf Oppoſition 

and Contradiction entertains and nouriſhes 

them, and that they ſufficiently accommodate 

themſelves, provided they incommodate you ? 

In true Friendſhip, wherein I pretend to be * £ f* 
as perfect as another, I more give my ſelf to | 


Y 3 my 


g26 AFeigneur de Montaigne's Efaye, Book Ut} & 
wy Friend, than I endeavour = attraQt him th 
y: better plessd 3j1- do! 
lervice, Fheconferr'd a Benefit upon 

but moreove ann yon —_ do him 
el than, me, 4 mo iges mb 

Ols he wh he does! ſo, And. if abſence be eithe 
abſence of More pleaſant or convenient for him, 'uis alfy 
aFricndis. ore acceptable to me than his Preſence; ne 
ther isit properly abſence, when we can write 
£ ts) to one another, I have ſometimes made good 
uſe of our ſeparation from one another. We 
better filld, ther extended the poſleſſi 
+ on of Life in heing. parted. He liv'd, rejoyc'd, 
and ſaw for me, and I for him, as plainly asif 

he had himſelf been there 3 one part remaind 
idle, and we confourſded one another whe! 
we were together. The diſtance of Place ren 
dred the Conjun&ion of our W:!ls more rich. 
Xx) | This infattable defire of perſonal Preſence, alit- 
tle implies weakneſs in the fruition. of Souls. As 
to what concerns Age, which is alledg'd againſt 

£ ovh uns me, 'tis quite contrary 3 'tis for Youth to ſub- 
JeR it ſelf tF common Opinions, arid to curbit 

ſelf ro pleaſe others. It has wherewtthall t6 
teaſe both the People and its felf 5 we have 

bo too much ado to pleaſe our ſelves along 

x) As natural Conveniencies fail, let us ſupply 
"  themwiththoſethat are artificial. Tis Injuſtice 
to excuſe Youth for purſuing its Plealures, and 
+ to fosbid old Men to feek them. When young, 
I conceal'd my wanton Paſſions with Prudence 

now I am old, I cbace away Melancholy by 
Debauch. And thus do the Platonich ; - 

orbi 


[ 
£ 
* 


Gap. 9. Sthgnenr de Motitengries Efyr.—© 25 
Fbi> Travel tiff fourty or fifty years old;; 
that mens Travels might be-more ufefit-and/ 
mftrudive-in'ſo-mature an-Age. I ſhould foo- 
cer febferibe to thiſecond Article of the Laws, 
who' forbids it after threefcore 5 but 'at ſiick 
#Apge you will never return from ſo long a 
Jotirriey. What care T for that ? T'neither un. 
dertake it to rettirn nor to fmiſh it. My bu- 
ſfiteſs is only to keep my felf m morton whilſt 
motion pleafes nie, and only walk for the 
wilks fake. They who hunt after a Benefrce, 
of # Hare, run not 5 they only rutr that run 
# Baſe, and to exercife their running. My de- 
fir is diviſible tkronghour, - is not yn—_ 
upon any great hopes, every day concludes mm 

SR And: the Journey of my Life L 

carried on after the fame manner ; and yer I 

ave ſeen Places: enow a t way off, when 

IT could have wiſh'd to have been ſtay d. And 

why not, if Chryſippws, Cleanthes, Diogener, 

Zeno, Antipater, fo many Sages of the foureſt 

veF, cheerfully abandoned their Countrey, 

without occaſion of complaint, and only for 

the enjoyment of another Air? In earneſt, that 

which moſt diſpleafes me in all my Voyages, 

ts, that I cannot reſolve to ſettle my Abode 

where I ſhould beſt like,but that TI muſt always 

Ptopofe to my ſelf to return, to accommodate 
my ſelf to the common Humour. If I feard to 
to Mm any other Place than that of my Births 
if I thought I ſhould dye more uneafily re- 
tote from my own Family, I ſhould hardly 
$0 ont of France ; I ſhould not withone fear 
| Y 4 ſtep 
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2 ſiepout of my Pariſh. I feel Death always twitch 
am. of: another EOPEF Ys inall Blages alike 19 
ght. 1 choice; I thn 


 Scignrr ah Mantaigne's Eſſays: Book 
ipg;me; by the: Throat, or by; the,Back, but] 


I think 4 


etodyeon Horſe b anig 
' OWN, odreon tore —_— from 
my. own n People. ; 'There.ismore Heayt-breaking 
than Conſolation 1 


Lam; willing to_omit that civility, for that of 
all: the Offices of Friendſhip, ,is. the; only ang 


\ that is unpleaſant, and could with all my beag 


diſpence with that great and eternal Farewel, 
If there be any.conyeniencein ſo 0 any, ſtandey 
by.it brings an hupdred inconyemencies alg 
with it. I = ſeen.many miſerably dying, Fa 
rounded with all his Train':; Tis a crowd that 
choaks them. 'Tis againſt Dur) ,and ateſtimony 
Jlittlecare,to permit youto 
dyein Repoſe, one torments your Eyes, another 
alice your Ears, another tires your faultring 
Tongue 3 3 you have neither Senſe nor Member 
that is not violated by them : Your Heart is 
wounded with compaſſion to hear the mourning 
of thole that are your real Friends, and perhaps 
with ſpite, to hear the counterfeit =" olings 
of thoſe whoonly pretend and make a ſhew of 
- being ſo. Whoever has been delicate that way, 
when well, is much more ſo in his weakneſs. In 
ſuch a neceſlity a tender Hand is required, and 
accomodated to his Sentiments,to ſcratchhimjuſt 
in the place where he itches, or not to meddle 
with himat all. os weſtand inneed of a * Know: 


call'd in | ing Woman to bring us into the World, we 


$xrt JiC/s 


have 
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much more Pede of: a wiſer Mano help.1 us: 


= to purchace At any; roar ſach an: 


I aminot; yet arriv/d:to:ſach a: pitch: 
ry, as .to. diſdain all aſſiſtance. in that 
al Hour, nor 'pretend-':to';be able fa to! 

rag wy. ſelf in--my. own: m_ h; that» 
nothing can aſſiſt, or, offend, me; 1: have not; 
brought my 4&)f to that 2:1 endeavour-ta/hide! 


(| my. {clt, and to eſcape, from--this Pallage, not- 


ut, by Fear but by Art. I do not; intend 1n: this 


z&,of dying to muſter up, and;make a ſhew: of 

wy. .conſtancy. For whom ſhould Ido it ? All. 

bs: right and title I have to —_—_ _ 

then ceaſe. I content my ſe - { £q/29: 
volv'd within it Telf, quiet, ſolitary, om al —-- 

own, ſuitable to my retird and private lite. 

Quite contrary to, the Roxaz Superſtition, 

where a man was look'd upon as unhappy, 

who dyed without ſpeaking, and that had not. 

his zl Relations to cloſe his eyes. [ have Theeyes x, 
enough to do to comfort my ſelf, without of dying _ 

c 

giving my Tal the trouble of conſolating 0- clos'd by 
thers z thoughts enough in my head, not to theirnear- 
need that Circumſtances ſhould poſiels ” 
with new 5 and matter enough to entertain 

my ſelf withall without borrowing. This cri- * 

tical minute 1s out of the part of Society, 

tis the a& of one fingle Perſon. Let us | £2, /,\ 
live, and be merry amongſt our Friends, let | * */ 
us go dye, and be ſullen amongſt Stras- 
ers, A man may find thoſe for his money 
that will ſhift his pillow, and rub his = 
an 


2330" GSeighewrdeMomaignes Bfoys.- Book ih) | © 
| and will crouble” him no more than he woillf | Þ 
have them whowilt preſent Hitn with an indif? || 
ſexerit Coontenance, and faffer him to-goveii{ | 
himſelf, and to'complaint according to his 
wean if - Þb 
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tg Someone to move the Cori 
p_ I one OY 
onr: Inconvenienctes beyond their juft 
extent when we extrat tears from the, and 
Conſtaricy which' we commend in eyery ore 
m- topporting 'his owtt adverſe Fortune , we 
aceuſe and reproach tt otir Friends when the 
X) n caſe is our own! 5 we are not ſatisfied that they 


ſhould: be fenfible'of one Condition only, un- 
tefs they be taoreover afflicted. A marr ſhould 


publiſh and communicate his joy, but as muchas 

he cati, conecd} and fmother his grief : He that 

mites hinfolf Kmented without Reafon, is a 

 , tart not to be Tamented when there ſhall be 
<£ 23 real Cauſe. To be always complaining, is the 
/ way never to be mented; by making himſelf 
always int ſo prtiful a Taking, he 1s never 
commiſerated by any. He that makes himſelf 

dead whet!t he is alive, is fubjeR to be thought 

« Iikely to live whiert he is dying 5 I have ſeen 

ſore, who have taken it iff when they have 
been rofd that they Jook'd well, and that their 
Pulſe was temperate, contain their ſmiles, be- 
caſe they betray'd a Recovery, and be an- 
gry at their Health becauſe it was not ro be 
latnented : And, which is a great deal more, 
they were not Women neither, I deſcribe my 
o 


Prognoſtick 
« Mirths at x 515 / fir” 
ſtanders j 


| 519 a contraxy; Co 

plea» d to contemplate 1t found: ant intire/j 
iff | ontiers, and at Jeali.t enjoy it. for. company, . 
i | He: docs not, fog: fling _biaae)s meht!away, 
is | abandon. all' thoughts; of Life, | nox; avoid to 
» | diſcourſe of ordinary. and indifferent things. I A 
ww | will ſindy ficknefs/whillt 3 amwell5: when it | < $,3 f's 
vy | bas Tizd me is will make ies impreſſion teal | 
1. | eoough, without the help of my Imagination. / 
4 | We prepare our ſelves before hand for. be 
M _ we undertake and refolye ppon, we - 
x || leave; the appointment of the, Hogr whet1:to 
x | take. Horſe 1o.the Company, and in their f@- 
& vour deferr im. 1 find this unexpected advan» 
« || tage in the publication,of my Manners, that it 
f | in.\ forte ſort ſerves 'me for a Rule, I have 
r | ſometimes ſome conſideration of not betraying 
F | or falfifying the Hiſtory of my Life. This 
+ | publick Declaratie# obliges me to keep my 
14 © Way, and not to. give the lye to the Image T 
\ | have drawn of my Qualities, commonly leſsde- 
- © formid and interdicted than the malignity and 
; Þ infirmity of the Judgements of this Age would 


| Þ havethem. The uniformity and ſimplicity of 
 & my Manners produce a Face of cafie interpre- 
tation, but becauſe the faſhion is a little new, 
and ous of Uſe, it gives great opportunity 

| to 
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has'a righs beyond' Juſtice's 'and lechimmake 
the:roots of thee errours T'have laid open'ty 
tim ſhoot rip ito Frees and Branches: Jet hit 
make hiv llefinor only of th6ſe'T ath really in 
feded with] but alſo 'of thoſe thationly'threa! 
| 26h ri; injurious Vices! both in-quality and 
| 4,745  Mnber/Lechincudget methatiway: {hound 
©0449) k gilinoty Ratdw the example'of the Phitofs: 
; er Dio#l Anvigonur being abont to reproach 
mm withy-therneammeſs of his Birth, he pres 
| ſently eutthim/ſhore; with this :Declaration4 
| " Fate] ſaid he, #h6 Sorr'sf 'a'Sleve, a Butte 
| ant: Rigmitiz'd, and of | a Where, my Fathn 
etugricd id thi loweſt of his Fortune, who both 
yew were whipt" for Offences they had oo: 
ted. An Orator bought me, Ing 
and. finding tea pretty and hopeful Boy, bred 
rn antl'-when' he hea teft al his Eftate, 
'which I have tranſported" into ' this City: of- A- 
thens; - and 'here ſettled "my 'ſelf to the ſtudy of 
« Philoſophy. 'Let the Hiſtorians inever' troubl 
| themſelves with:inquiring'after me. I ſhall tel! 
5) jthem- what I-am 3 and. a-free and generous 
con- 
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n 
ther, -faricy theft 'as oft commend, as utider- 
yalue me beyond reaſon. As methinks alſo, 
from:my infancy, m rank and'depree of Ho4 
nour, they have given me a place rather above 
than-/below my rigtit. I ſhould find my ſelf 
more- at- eaſe in 'a Country where theſe De- 


| = were either regulated or not regarded. 


mongſt men, when the difference about rhe 
oceency either of- walking' or fitting ex- 


5 three replies, *tis reputed uncivil. I ne- | 


Slander. So 1t 1s, that, one thing with ano- j ad x: 


2g fov* 


ver tick at' giving, 'or taking place our of | _ 
Rule, to avoid the trouble of Ceremony. And! - | ---+ 


never any man'had a mind'to:go before me, 


' but I permitted him to do it.' Beſides the pro-+ 


fit make of writing of my: (elf, I have alſo 
hop'd- for this other advantage, that if it 
ſhould fall out that my humour ſhould pleaſe, 
or jump with thoſe of ſome honeſt man, be-: 
fore I dye, he would then defire, and ſeek to 
be acquainted with me, -and to come up to' 
me, {have given him a great deal of ſpace 5 
for all that he could have in many years ac-' 
quird by a long familiarity, he has ſeen' in' 
three dayes in this memorial, and more ſure-' 
ly and exaly fet down.' ' A pleaſant fancy :' 
many things that I would not confeſs to any: 

4 


one 1n particular, F deliver to: the Publick 3' 
and fend my beſt Friends'to a Bookſellers ſhop, | 
there to inform themſelves concerning my | 


moſt ſecret Thoughts, | 
is oy EXCH-" 


<2 


Tas 
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- My Intrails I lay open. te mens view. ſ 


Had I. by good Direftion known wid) " 

have ſought; any; one proper. for my Conver. 

fation, I Loy periainly have gone a;grea 

ew &” 4 Way to have found him ont; For the, {weeks 
| of ſuitable and agreeable Company, cane 
net in my Opinien,ve bought too dear. hl 

Be: hs 6 ag is s true Friend ! How i Tue is 
ephenry that old fa That the Uſe of « Friend it 
* more pleaſing. and meceſſary 1 the B Blerwents 

Friend is þ. Auk an Fire | ar return = my Subjedy 
+ <Q" 1 there 1s then no arm in lying private» 
3 ly, and far from home. And we allo concewe 
| our ſelves pblig dt retire for natural Aﬀtiong 
leſs unſeemely, and lek terrible fo this. | But 
2p f; — moreover, ſuch as are_reduc'd to ſpin out a 
Tong Tanguilbing Life, ought not perhaps ta 

wiſh 10 trouble a great y with their cot- 

X) tinual Miſerjes, Ther udians, in a 
— cenain Province, > ns =7 it juſt to knock a 
man 0'th' bead, when redue'd to ſuch a. Ne- 
cefity ; and in another of their Provinces, 

al foriook him, to Thikk ba bunlclf as 

0 whom do they not at 

leaſt becous tedious and inſapportable ? You: 

teach bo Friends tobe cruel of force 3 

omen and Children by long ulance, 

neither + to lament, vor to r your ſuffer 

ings. The Groans forc'd from me by the pain 

of the Stone, were grown ſo familiar to my 
People, 
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wore I ſhould ſce them force « 7 / f>« 
aſc}ves out of real AticQion to be ſervice 
od LO) INC C21C TIC gl (hc c 'y ſorry ar 


h pains. We have liberty to lean, but not =) 
io 2y Orr Loo g 


, | toprop.our ſelves by their rune. Like him 
) | wh causd little Chuldrens Throats to be cyt, 
| | to make uſe of ther Blood for the cyre of a 
; | certain Diſeaſe he bad : Or that other, wha - 
| 

: 

g 


was continually ſupply'd with tender young 
Girls, to keep his old Limbs warm in the 
Night, and to mix the ſweetneſs of theirs with 
his forr and fiinking Breath. Decrepitude 
s a ſolitary Quality. 1 am ſociable eyen to 
exceſs 3 and I think it reaſonable that I ſhould 
now withdraw my Miſcrics from the fight of 
the World, and keep them to my ſelf, Let me 
ſhrink and draw up my ſelf like a Tortoiſe. I 
lam to ſee men without hanging upon them, 
L ſhould endanger them in fo ſteep a pallage. 
Tis now time to turn my back to company. 
Bye in theſe Travels you may be ſyrprisd 
with Sickneſs in ſome wretched place where 
yathing can be had to relieve you : I always 
carry molt things neceſlary about mez and be- 

ws cannot evade Fortune, if ſhe vey re: 
olves 
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iolve to arrack js. T need; hothing extract 


to'my Bolus todo that for me which'N: " 


and Sickheſſes that caft me down, whilſt "it 
tire; and bur g little diſorder in tty- Health;] 
reconcile my felf to Al-righty-God by "the lf 
Chriſtian Offices : and "find my ſelf by [@'doity 


P_bps Counſellor; than of a Phyſician. What Thake 

77 | not ſettled of tny Aﬀairs when I was in Health, 
[et no one expect I ſhould; do-1t when Tan 
ck, What T will do for the ſervice of Death, 
is always'done. IT durſt not'ſo much'as one 
day deferr it; * And if nothing be done, "tis x 
much as'to ay, either that doubt hinder'd ny 
choice, ( and ſometimes 'tis 'well choſen not 
to chooſe ) or that 'T was 'pofittvely Teſolyd 
not to do any 'thing t all. T write my Book 
to few men, and to few 'years. 'Had it been 
matter of duration, I ſhould have put it into 
a better Language 3 for, according to the con 
tinual variation that ours has been continual 


force ſhould 'be in uſe-fifty years hence ? It 
flips every day thorough our Fingers, and 
fince I was born is alter'd -above one half. We 
fay that it is now perfe&t; and every Age' ſays 
the ſame of the Language then ſpoken :- But! 
ſhall hardly truſt to that, ſo long as it varies 
and changes as it does. -*Tis for good and _ 


$36 Seighent diMoiitaight Bf?r.: Boot: 
nary when't am fick. Twill not be behofdinsÞ / 
camor: "At the very beginning: of my Fever 
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#faid 'to'infert Ih it ſeveral-private Articles, 


hich will ſpend their'uſe amongſt the men 


that are now living; and that concern the par- 


Hieular knowtedge of forme who will ſee fur- 


ther into therd*than every-common Reader. I 
will not ifter-al]; asToft hear dead mien ſpoken 
of, that men ſhould ſay of me, He judg'd, and 
hid ſo' and ſo ; he would have done this of 
that; could "he have ſpoke when he was dying, he 
world have faid"ſo or fo, and have given this 
thing 'or 'Fother 3 I knew him better than any. - 
Now, as'much'as Decency permits, I here diſ- 
cover my-Inclhnations and Aﬀettions';' but F 
do it niore” willingly and ffeely by word of 
Mouth, to-any/one who defirestobe inform'd. 
$o it is; that in theſe Meworres, if any one ob- 
ſerve,- he will find, that I have either told, or 
defign'd'to 'tall all. What I cannot expreſs, I 
point out with my Finger. 


Verars anino' ſatis bec veſtigia parva ſagacs > Lucret.l, x; 
Synt, per que poſſrs cognoſeere cetera tute : 


- But by theſe foot-ſteps a ſagacious mind 
May eafily all other Matters find. 


[leave nothing to be defir'd, or to be gheſsd 
at concerning me. If People muſt be talk- 
ing of me, I would = it to be juſtly, 
| an 
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Jy full Writings to'nail and rivet it to them, and 
VE ts Repiitation 'will 'go according to'the For- 

tune of 6hr State:' For which Reaſon, I am not 
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| gg ſaould' regors. ma other 
| an] was, , id 


though he did it to /hongur. me. 


| Ferotive that, Popgle, repreſent, even Living 


men ,, quite another [thing than, what. he 
rely Are-:, hs ws I not ſtowtly, defended 
A rien, whom have loſt, they, would. haye 
forn him into..a thouſand; ſeveral-pieces. ' To 
conclude the: account of my. frail Humours,] 
Jo confels, that in\my Travel, I ſeldom come 
to my Inn, but that it comes into. my \Mind. tg 
coder whether ] could there be.tick, and 
ying at tny caſe.z I would: be lodgd in fone 
conyenient part of the. Houſe, remate.from all 
noiſe, ill ſcents, and ſmoke, I endeayour to flat 
ter: Death by  ribſe frivolous; Circumſtance; 
or to ſay better, to diſcharge my ſelf from all 
other Incumbrances, that I may have nothing 
to da, nor be troubled with anything but it, 
which will lye heayy enough upon me, witl- 
ont thb aſſiſtance of. any. other thing to mend 


/422,d5% the Load. I would have my Death ſhare in 
' the caſe and conveniences of my Late 3 'tis.4 
great.part of it, and of the greateſt importancg, 


and hope it will not for the future contradi 


'$c2%: + what is paſt, Death has ſome forms that are 


more eafie than others, and receives diver 
Qualities, according to every ones Fancy, 


Among {t the natural ones, thoſe that proceed. 
_ | aknels and Srupdity I think _ moſt 
avourable : amongſt thoſe that are violent 


I can worſe eridure.to think of a -precipice: 


than 


from the. other World, to give_any. 
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che'fall of a Houſe, that will cruſh me 
in;a moment; and a wound with a Sword, 
ih | t: and ſhould rathee 
have choſen; _—_ my ſelf _ —_— 
en ſtab my (elf with Cato. And though it 

; thi TIS 


kf in the Means than the Effect, It is but an + 
nitaot, 'tis true, but withall, an inſtant of fach 
gght, that I would willingly. give-a 
ya days of -my Life to paſs it over Gy 
own faſhion. 'Bince every ones Imagination 
renders it. more or leſs terrible,-and fince every 
one has ſome choice amongſt the ſeveral forms 
of dying, let us try a little further, to find 
ſome one that is wholly clear from all Offence. 
Might not one render it moreover Voluptu- 
outs, as they did who died wyh Anthony and 


eflorts producd by Philoſophy and Religiorr. 
Bu among men of little mark, ſuch as Petro- 
viav, and a 1 zgillinss.at Rome, there havebeen 
found men condemn'd to diſpatch themſelves, 
as It were roc th aſleep with 
the delicacy of their Preparations; They have 
wade 5e flip and fical away, even in the height 

of their accuſtomed Diverſions. Amongſt * 
Whores and good Fellows, not a word of 
Conſolation, no mention of making a Will, 


no ambitious affectation of Conſtancy, no talk 
L 2 of 
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of: their future Condition : amongſt $ 


Feaſtings, Wit, -and Mirth, common and in 
. different Diſcourſes; Muſick, and: amoroy 


Verſes. Were it.not poſiible for:/us to imitay 
this Reſolution after a' more [decent manner) 
£c58. x Since: there are /Deaths that: axe fit for fook, 
and'fit forithe wiſe, let us find outiſach as ar 
fit for thoſe who'are betwist both. ''My Ims 
gination ſuggeſts to me one that is eaſe, and 
The man- {ince. we muſt dye, to be defir'd. The Roman 
ner orc» Tyrants thought they did in a manner gives 
the choice Criminal Life, when they gave him the choia 
of oats of bis Death. - But was not Theophraſius, thit 
Tyrant. fo: delicate, ſo: modeſt; and fo wiſe a Philoſs 
pher; compell'd by Reaſon, when:he durſt re 
peat this Verſe-tranſlated by Cicero? 


. % Fo - 28/2 A IIO8 "0 
= "4 . Vitam regit Fortuna, non Sapientia. % 
Fortune, not Wiſdom, humane Life doth ſway 


Fortune is aflifjing to the Facility of the ba 
gain of my Life z having plac'd it in ſuch a col 
dition, that for the future it can be no advat 
tage nor hindrance to thoſe that are concerni 
in me. *Tis a Condition that I would hav 
accepted at any time of my Age: but in thy 


occaſion 'of truffing up my Baggage, Iam par 


ticularly pleas'd, that in dying I ſhall neither 


do them good nor harm ; ſhe has ſo order'dil 


by a cunning Compenſatien, that they why 
may pretend to any conliderable advantage bf 


>. 3 
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my death, will at the ſame time ſuſtain a mitol 
Gc2%, zterial Inconvenience. Death ſometimes 15 mogon; 


grievo | 


Þ grievous to us, in that'it is:grievous to others, 


places where there is leſs of Art, and that Na- 
ture has adorn'd with ſome grace that is all her 
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Plus ans ſumptus. And beſides, 'tis-for 
thoſe wh 

the-depth: of Winter thorough the Griſons 
Country, to be ſurprisd upon the way-with 
preat Inconveniencies. I, who: for the moſt = 
travel for my pleaſure, do not order my Aﬀaits 
ſo ill. If the way be foul on my right-hand,'I 
7" turn on my left, if I find my ſelf unfit to ride, 
"Fiftay where I am :. and ſo. doing, in earneſt, I 
i ee nothing that is not as pleaſant and commo- 
"Wl dious as my own Houſe. 'Tis true, that I al- 
i ways find ſaperfluity ſuperfluous, and obſerve 
HS a kind of trouble even in abundance it ſelf. 
8 Have I left any thing behind me unſeen, I_go back 
ol to ſee it, 'tis ſtill-my way 3 I trace nocertain 
i line, either ſtrait or crooked. Do I not find 
in the place to which I go what was reported 
aFto me? as it oft falls out, that:the Judgments 
«F ofothers do. not jump with mine, andithat I 
i have found thoſe Reports for: the moſt part 
oF falſe 3 I never complain of lofing:my Labour : 
El have at: leaſt inform'd my: ſelf that what-was 
vEtold me was not- true. 1 have'a/ Conſtituti- 
ogFon-of Body. as free, and a Palat-as indifferent 
7 L3 as 


e@. 
Sa 


I ind intereſts us in their intereſt-as much-as in- 
our own, -and ſometimes more. .' In this-Con-* . 
veniency of lodging that I defire, Imix gothing: 
of Pomp and Splendor, I hate it rather 3 but-a' 
@&rtain plain neatneſs, which is ofteſt found in 


e Affairs compell them to travel in 
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own. Non ampliter, ſed munditer convivinm,' Cor. Nepos / 
ti i 
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34%  Seigteir de Monzalgnd's Efeys Bolt 
24 5.1 as arty: man; living: the diverſity: of Faſhion 
, of Cevegal Nate further concern ys 
the there pleaſure of Variety. Every Ulatice 

has 'its Reaſon. Let the Plate and Dithes by 
Pewter, Wood, or Barth, my Meat be boyſy 

or toaſted, let therh give me Butter or Oyl, of 
Nats, or Olives, bot; or cold, tis all one to me; 

and ſb indifferent, that growing old, I accuk 

this generous Faculty, and have. need that-de 

licacy and choice ſhould corre& theIndilſcreti 

on of my Appetite, and ſometimes relieve ny 
Stomach. When I have been abroad outd 
France, and that People out of Courteſic have 
askd me if I would be ferv'd after the Frend 
manitier, I laugh'd: at the queſtion, and alway 
Fequented Tables the moſt fill'd with Stray 
Ts; | am aſham'd to ſee my Country-men 
eſotted with this fooliſh Humour of quartl 
ling-with torms contrary to their own. They 
ſeerd to: be out of their Element, when out 
their own Village. Wherever they go, the 
keep ſtrictly to their own falhions, and abs 
minate thoſe of Strangers. Do we meet will 
a Compatriot m Huzgary ? Oh the happy ad 
venture! "They are thence-forward inſepans 
ble 3 they cling together, and their whokk 
Difcourſe is 'to condemn: the barbaronus mad 
ners they:ſeerthere. i And why barbarous, bit 
becauſe they/are tot French? And thoſe hat 
made the beft:nife of their Travels, who hat 
obfery'd molt to ſpeak againſt 3 for molt's 
them go fornw-ether end, but to-come agal 
:Lbey: proceed fin their Travel with great Gts 
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them at home : I rather ſeek for Greeks than 
Perſians, they are the men I indeavour to be 
acquainted with, and the men I ſtudy,'tis there 
that I beſtow and imploy my ſelf : and which 
is more, I fancy that I have met but with few 
Caſtoms that are not at leaſt as good as our 
own. I have not, I confeſs, travelFd very far ; 
ſcarce out of the fight of the fanes of my own 
Houſe, As to the reſt, moſt of the accidental 
Ompany a-man falls into upon the Road, be- 
© gt tim more Troutfle than Pleaſure 3 I wave 
ul them as much as I civilly can, eſpecially now 
eff that Age ſeems in ſome ſort topriviledge and 
nl equeſter me from the common forms. You 
loffer for others, or others ſuffer for you3both 
uf ofthemTnconveniencies of importanceenough, 
vl dur the latter appears to me the greater. *Tis 
EL 4 a rare 
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Montaigne's Efays. 3 
rity and Cireumſpettion ,” with a filent- and — 
incommuni Prudence, preſerving them- 
ſelves from the Contagion of an unknown 
Air. What I am ſaying+ of them; puts-me'1n 
mind of ſomething like it. -I have ſometimes 
obſerv'd in ſome of our young Courtiers, they 
will not mix with any but men of their own 
fort 3 and- look upon -us- as men of another 
World, with diſdain and- pity. -Put-them up- 
on--any Diſcourſe but the Intrigues of the 
Court, and they are utterly at a loſs; as very 

Owls and Novices to us, as we are to them. 

And tis truly ſaid, that a well bred man'is of 
oound Education, T, on the contrary, 

travel very much ſated with our own faſhions; 

Bot to look for Gaſcons in Sicily, I have left 


| Bo <5 Y 
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Menof 


S lace in and of Ma 
takes a-delight-tb bear. you Company. I have} - 
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a-xare Fortune; but of ineſtimable: ſolace, @ || < 
+ bave a warthy man, one of a ſound. Judgmeng || 1 


nners:conformable to.your aw,wha 


been at an infinite loſs for that'upors my Tra- 
vels, . But ſuch a-Gompanion ſhould. be chok 
and acquir'd from your firſt ſetting out. There 


e P can be no Pleaſure. tg-me without Communj- 


eneca. 


Fpiſt. 6. 


”) 


cation : there is: not ſo much. as a. ſpritely 
thought comes into, my mind, that jt does not 
grieve me:to have, produc'd alone, and that[ 
have no one to.communicate-it unto. . $7 cy 
hac exceptiaone. detur Sapientia, ut illage. inch 
ſam teneam, nec enyntiem, rejiciam. If Wiſdom 
were. conferr d with this caution, that 1 muſt tee 


zt to my ſelf, and nat; communicate it to others,| 
| would none of it. , This other has ſtrain'd it one 


Cic. de 0%, DOte higher. | $7 rontigerit ea vita ſapienti, u 
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' omminm rerun. affiuentibus copits, quamvis. om 
2ia, que cognitione digna ſunt, ſummo otio ſecun 
zpſe conſideret, & contempletur, tamen ſt ſolitudi 
tanta ſit, ut hominem videre non poſſt, excedd 
e vita. If ſuch.a condition of Life ſhould happe 
to.a wiſe man, that, in the greateſt plenty of al 
Comventencies he might at the moſt undiſturbi 
leiſure, conſider, and contemplate all things worll 


the knowing, yet if his Wlitude muſt be ſui 


that he muſt not; ſee a' man, he had much betia 


dye. Architas was of my Opinion, when: he 


faid, that it would be unpleaſant even in Hes 
ven It ſelf, to-wander in thoſe great and: Dt 
vine Caleſtial Bodies without a Companioll 
Bur yet *tis much. þetter to be alone; than-in 


ſee 166 " fooliſh 
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th Ehap- 9. Seigneur de-Montaigne's Efays. 345 
+ ©} fooliſh and troubleſom Company. - Ariſtippus - 
] | hk to.live as a Stranger in-all-places. 


Mea þ F fata meis paterentur ducere vitam Eneid. 1.4, 
. Anſpictis. 


/-Bur if the Fates would ſo propitious be 
- To let me live at my own Liberty, 


ſhould. chuſe to paſs away: the ory part E r3 & 
of my oy Life on Horle- back. 


— viſere geſtiens, Hr. lib, 3. 
Qua parte debacchentur ignes, 086 rf 
_ Bae nebule pluviique rores. 


Viſit the ſtores of Snow and Hail, Sir Richard 
And where excellive Heats prevail. O_ 


Have you not more eaſie diverſions at home ? 
what do you there want ? Is not your houſe 
ſituated in a ſweet and healthful Air, ſuf- 
ficiently furniſh'd, and more than ſufficiently 
large > The Royal Majeſty has more 'than 
once been entertain'd there with all bis train. 
Has not your Family left more below it in 
good Government, than it has above it in E- 
minence ? Is there any novel, extraordinary, 
Hl and indigeſtible thought that aſflicts you : ? 


ue te nunc coquat, & vexet ſub peFore fixa, Cic.deSe- 


_— 


on That now lies broiling in thy troubled breſt, * 
i! nd ne're will ſuffer thee to be at reſt. 


Where 


£ 4H "266 ( w F/1 » "FL f 'sEffa z = 3 
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__ = q/-'4 Where do you think to live: without diftuy 


Curtizxs, bance 5 Nunquans ſimpliciter fortuna indulge. 
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-) You ſee then, it is only you that trquble 
ſelf, and you ſhall every DS follow your : i | 


and every where complain 3 for there is no 
ſatisfaRion :here below, but either for brutiſh 
. or Divine Souls. He, who-1n ſo juſt an occa- 
ſion has no contentment, where will he think 
to find it > How many millions of men termi- 
nate their wiſhes in ſuch a condition as yours} 


Xx) . | Do but reform your ſelf; for that is wholly 
in your own power : whereas you have no 
other right but Patience towards Fortune, 

Sencc, | Nyullz placida quies eſt, niſi quam ratio compo- 
Fpif, 56 ſat. T Tee the reaſon of this Advertiſement, 


£A 


ax 


:, and fee it perfettly well 5 but he might ſoon- 

er have done, and have ſpoken morw pare 
nently, in bidding me in one word, be wiſe, 
This reſolution is beyond Wiſdome, 'tis her 


x) work and produt. Thus the Phyſician lies 


preaching to a poor languiſhing Patient to be 
cheerful, bathe would adviſe him a littlemore 
diſcreetly in bidding him be well, For my 
part, I am but a man of the common fort. "Tis 


T) a wholeſome Precept, certain, and eaſfie to be 


underſtood, Be content with what you haves, 
that is to ſay, with reaſor : and yet to follow 
this advice, is no more 1n the power of the 
wiſe men of the World than 1n me : 'tis a com- 
 -mon daying, but of a terrible extent : what 
.. does it not comprehend ? All things fall un- 
- der diſcretion and qualification. I know very 
well, that to take it by the letter, this ow 
ure 
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ſure of travelling is a teſtimony of uneafineſs 
and irreſolution, and alſo thoſe. two are our 
governing and predominating qualities. Yes, 
Ido confeſs they are : I fee nothing, not ſo 
much as in a dream, and in a wiſh, whereon 

[ could ſet up my reſt : Yarkety only, and the , ey. 
pollefſion of diverſity, can fatjsfie me, if any | 
thing can. In travelling, it '/pleaſes me that [ 
may ſtay where I like without inconyenience, 
and that I have: wherewithall commodiouſly 
to divert my ſelf. I love a private life, be-. 
cauſe Wes own choice that I love it, not by 
any diſſ®trygg from, or diſlike of the publick 

- way of living, which peradyenture is as much 
according to my Complexion. I ſerve my 
Prince more cheerfully, becaule it is by the 
free election of my own Judgment and Rea- 
ſon, without any particular obligation 3 and . 
that I am not compell'd {ſo to do, for being 
rexted or diſhk'd by the other Party 3 and 
fo of all the reſt. I hate the morſels that ne- , -p p:*. 
ceflity carves me. I ſhould think that the great- 
eft convenience upon which I were only to | 
depend, had me by the throat: 


Alter remus aquas, alter mihi radat arenas, me 6 3. 


Let me 1n water plunge one Oar, 
And with the other rake the ſhoar. 


One cord will never hold me faſt enough. 
You will ſay there is vanity in this way of li- 
ving. But where not 2 Both theſe fine Pre- 


cepts 
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348 FSeignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 
cepts are vanity, and: all Wiſdom 1s vanity, 
| Dominus novit cogitationes ſapientium, quoniam 
vane ſunt. Theſe exquiſite ſubtilties are only 
fit for Sermons. They are Diſcourſes that will 
ſend us all faddled into the other World, 
+ & Life, as . a material and corporal motion, 
an action '1mperftect and irregular of 1ts own 
| proper Eſſence, I make it my buſineſs to ſerve 
It according to it ſelf. 


FEn.libs, - Quiſque' ſuos patiatr manes. 
We all are-puniſh'd for our prager crimes. 


-"g "y Off. Sic eſt faciendum, ut contra naturam univer- 
"= Jam nihil contendamus : ea tamen conſervata, 
propriams ſequantur. We muſt ſo order it, as by 

m0 means to contend againſt Oniverſal Na- 

ture but yet, that Rule being obſerv'd, to fok 

<& —* x low our own. To what end are theſe elevated 
' © points of Phzloſophy, upon which no humane 
Being can rely ? and thoſe Rules that exceed 

both our Uſe -and Force ? I ſee that we have 

oft Images of Life ſet: before us, which nei- 

ther the Propoſer nor thoſe that hear him 

have any manner- of hope, nor which is more, 

x) of inclination to follow. Of the ſame ſheet 
— of Paper whereon the Judge has but juſt 
writ a Sentence againſt an Adulterer, he ſteals 
a_piece whereon to write a Love-Letter to 
his Companions Wife. ' She whom you have 
but juſt now entertain'd: in your Embraces, 
will- preſently , even in your own Reariog 

| aloud, 
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alond, more inveigh againſt the ſame fault'in 
her Companion than a Porcia. And ſuch there 
re; who will condemn men to death for Crimes 
et they do not themſelves repute fo 'much 
asfaults. I have \in my youth ſeen a man in 
od Habit, with one hand: preſent the Pev- 
ple with Verſes that excell'd both1n Wit'and 
Debauchery, and with the other, at the ſame 
time, the moſt ſeditions Theological Refor- 
mation that the World has been treated: with- 
all theſe many years. Men proceed at this 
rate 3 We let the Laws and Precepts follow 


their way 5 our ſelves keep another courſe 3 
not only "4 debauchery of Manners, but oft- 


times by Judgment and contrary Opinion: + 


Do but hear a Philoſophical Le@yxre 3 the In- 
vention, Eloquence, and Pertinency immedi- 


_, 


X) 


iy , 


ately work upon'your Mind; and: move you'5 *** 


There is nothing that either flatters or repre- 
** 190 Io Confcience 3 'tis not to it that they 
addreſs. Is not this true ? This made Ariſto ſay, 
that neither a Bath nor a Le@ure dyd lignitic 
any thing, unleſs they ſcowrd and made men 
clean. One may ſtopat the outward skin; but 
tis after the marrow is pickt out : as after ha- 


 ving quafft off the Wine out of a fine Bow], 


we conſider the graving and workmanſhip. In 
all the Courts of ancient Philoſophy this 1s to 
be found, that the ſame Philoſophy Reader does 
there publiſh the Rule of Temperance, and at the 


fame time Lefures of Love and Wantonneſs. 


And NXenophon, even in the boſom of Climias, 
writ again(t the Ariſtzppick virtue. 'Tis not that 
| there 


TIME 


FORT TT ORR 4. 


—_—T- iiiupe=—ormae tg nook: | 
there is any miraculous converſion in it.thig. : 
tnakes them thus waving,: but: becauſe Sola f 
tepreſents ſometimes 1n his own Perſon, and 
ſometimes in-that of a Legiſlator. One while 
he ſpeaks for the crowd, and another for him. | 
ſelf ; | ocking the free and natural Rules for his 
own ſhare, affuring himſelf of a firm and eſta. 


* & 
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bliſh'd health and vigour. 
Jew. Curentur dubij enedicis majoribus £gr1. : 
Sat. 13. | TREK 
Sir Rehert Great Doctors eauſt do deſp'rate Patients good, I * 

Stapleton. W 
A Sage Antiſthenes allowd a Sage to love, and do ® 
erained , phatever he ſaw opportune, without regard || 9 
toithe Laws 3 foralmuch as he was better ad: || © 
vis'd than they, .and had a greater knowledge i © 
7 < C's of Virtue. His: Diſciple Tiogeves faid, that 1 

men to Pertnrbations were to oppoſe Keeſor, 

to Fortune Confidence, 'and to the Laws Na- 

| ture. For 4ender Stomachs, forc'd and artifi- 

4n4: cial Reagges muſt | be preſerib.d-: good and 

” firong Stomachs ferve theres ſimply w = 

the” preſcriptions; of thar own natural 

») tite. After this manher do our Phyſicrars pri Pro- A 
con, who eat Meclows and drank 1:2 wines, Wh, ip 
confine their Patients to. Syraps i © 
RJ +5) md os By 1 know not, ſaid the Curtezan | 
Lis, what they talk of Books, Wiſdom, and E 
Philoſophy, but thoſe men knock as oft at C 
. my door as afy-other. At the ſame rate that I © 
our licence carries us: beyond what is lawful be 


and altow'd, :men have often, beyond 'the 


unt- 


» 
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ny | Guap- 9- Seigneur de Mantaigne's Eye. 35% 
F "hang Reaſon,, ſtretch'd and tenter'd the = 


epts and Rules of Life. 


mo ſatis credit tantunt delinquere quantum  Fuven.. 
Fermittas, ——. ; Sat. 143 


| None fins juſt ſo far as he hath in charge, .. Sir Ru. 
Bur at his pleaſure will his Vice inlarge. T4 


It, were to be wiſh'd, that there were more 
roportion betwixt the Command and the O- 
> Jon and the Mark ſeems to be unjuſt to 
which one cannot attain. There is no ſo good ; c #3 -4 5 
man, that ſo ſquares all his Thoughts and Acti- 
ons to the Laws, that he 1s not faulty enough 
to.deſerve hanging ten times in his Life. Nay, 


£ 


and fach a one too, as it were great Pity to 
make away, and very unjuſt to puniſh. 


# 


, Olle, quid ad te. _ , Marti 
De cute quid faciat ille vel illa ſua 3:9 » 


«: Olus, what 1s't to thee 
. What with themſelves does he or ſhe ? 


ni ſuch 4 one there may be, as has no wa yak 26 
ended the Laws, who nevertheleſs Son Ws: 

not_deferve the CharaGter of a virtuous man, 
and that Philoſophy would juſtly condemn to 
bewhip'd 3 ſo unequal and perplex'd is this re- 


lation. We are fo far from being good men, 


according to the Laws of God, that wecannot 
beſo according to our own. Humane widow | 
: co 


. . 
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it would ſtill preſcribe it ſelf others beyond 


_ ceſfarily in'fatilt, He is not very dilcreer ty 


[ f; 5 <= y I do my feet. The common Life ought to have 
2 communication _with the other Lives. The 
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could never yet arrive At the Duty as it ly 
it ſelf preſcrib'd 5 -and could''it arrive there 


it; to which'it:would ever aſpire and pretend; 
ſo great an enemy to cofifiſtericy is'otr 
mane condition. Man enjoyns himſelf to bene 


cut out his own Duty'by the meaſure of'ay 
other Being than his own. To whom doe; 
preſcribe that which he 'does'not expeRtan 
one” ſhould 'perform 2' Ts he: unjuſt in ng 
doing what it is impoſſible for him to do! 
The Laws which condemn us not to be able 
condemn ys for not being able. At the wonl 
hand, this difform liberty of preſenting 'then- 
ſelves two ſeveral ways, the Actions after oft 
manner, and the Diſcourſes after another way, 
be allow'd to thoſe who only ſpeak of thingy; 
but it cannot be allow'd to thoſe who ſpeak 
themſelves, as I do 3 I muſt march my pen x 


irtue of Cato was vigorous beyond the Rex 
ſon of the Age he liv'd in, and for a ma 
whoſe province it was to make one in the go 
verning others, doubtleſs dedicated - to ith 
Pablick Service 3 and yet it might be call'd: 
Juſtice, ifnot unjuſt, at leaſt vain, and outd 
ſeaſon. Even my own manners, which haye 
not above an inch of ſingularity in them aboye 
thoſe that are current amongſt us, render ni 
nevertheleſs a little odd and unſociable to the 
Agel live 1n. I know not whether it be wit 
out © 


i Chip: 9." Setgrews de Monnaigne's Bgige.* 355 * 
will out reaſon that Fam diſguſted with the World 
[frequent ; butI know very well that it would ' 
| be without reaſon, ſhould T complain of itsbe-" 
ing diſguſted with me, ſeeing T'am fo with'it. + 
The: Virtue that 1s affign'd to the Afﬀairs of 
the- World, is a Virtue of 'many wavings, 
corners, and elbows, to joyn and adapt it ſelf 


> 


EES Ra 


"a to humane Frailty, mixt,- and artificial-z-not _ 

bf ſtrait, clean, conſtant, nor purely innocent. 

wy Our Arnals : to this very day reproach one'of 

a our Kings /for ſuffering himſelf ſimply to'be 

lol carried away by the conſcientious Perſwafions 

18 of his Confeſor.. Affairs of State have bolder 

Fil Precepts. | FFLOECY 7707 

mh. | exeat Aula +  LTncret l, $ 
nt ui vult eſſe pie. - = 2p 
kl Let him who will be good from Court retire. 

qe I have formerly tried to: employ” in- the tnan- 

wil agement of publick Affairs, Opinions and Rules 

ll of Living, as rude, new, unpoliſtid, or unpol- 

| luted, as .cither born with - me, or brought 

away from my education, and wherewithlI ſerve: 
ly own turn, if not ſo qr ran at leaft! 

Wl as ſecurely, in my own particular Concerns: 

1:8 but I have:found a ſcolaſtick.;and-novice Vir- 


tue, fooliſh and dangerous. He that goes into 
a Crowd,. muſt _now' go! one\way, and then 
another, keep his Elbows cloſe, retire, or 
advance, and quitthe.dire& way, according to 
what he encounters 3-and muſt live not '{o 
much according .:to his own Method, as _ 
$38 Aa © 


of others 3 not according to what he propoſes 
to himſelf, but according to what is propos d 
to him : war 56h to he wn rv; wy M 
<L , Men, according to Occahions. Fiato lays, that 
" whoever 3F:06.0 from the Worlds handlin 
with clean Breeches, eſcapes by Miracle : =. 
z) fays withall, that when he appoints bis PEils- 
ſopher the head of a Government, he does not 
mean a oorrupt_one like that of Athers, and 
mach Teſs ſuch a one as this of ours, wherein 
x) 5te ee) Wiſdom it ſelf would be to ſeek. And a good 
- Herb tranſplanted into a foil very contrary to 
its own nature, much ſooner i ns it (elf 
* to the Soil, than it reforms the Soil to it. I 
find, that if F were wholly to apply my {elf to 
ſuch Employments, it would require a great 
deal of change and new modelling in me be- 
fore I could be any way fit for it. And though 
I could ſo far prevail upon my ſelf, (and why 
might I not with Time and Diligence work 
ſuch a feat ) I would not do it. By the little 
tryal I have had of publick Employment, it 
has been ſo-much diſguſt to me 3 I feel by times 
ſome Temptations toward Ambition riſing in 
my Soul, [but I obſtinately oppoſe them. 


ep . At tn, Catulle, obſiinatus obdura. 


But oh Catullzs, be thou obſtinate. 


I am ſeldom call'dto it, and as ſeldom offer 
my ſelf uncall'd.. Liberty and. Lazineſs, the 
Qualities moſt predominant in me, are Quali- 

| e1Cs 
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ties diametrically contrary to'that trade, We * 44 1”. 


cannot diſtinguiſh the Faculties of men. They 
have divifions and limits hard and delicate to 
chooſe. To conclude from the diſcreet con- 
dutt of a private Life, a 2 city for the man- 
nagemenit of publick Afairs, 1s to conclude it 
uM. A man may govern himſelf well, that can- 


IEEE CO IR ——- 


not govern others ſo, and compoſe Eſſayes, 
that could not work Efe@e. Such a one may - 


be, who can order a Stege well, that would 
Bl marſhall a Battel, and that can ſpeak well 
in private, who would ill harangue a People, 


. or a Prince. Nay, 'tis peradventure rather a 


Teſtimony in him who can do the one, that 


x) 


&/ 


he cannot do the other, than otherwiſe. I find + ) 


that elevated Souls are not mach more prop 
for low things, than mean Souls are od high 
ones. Could it be imagin'd that Socrates 


ſhould have adminiſter'd-occafion of laughter 
at the expence of his own Reputation wo the 
Atheniens, for baving never been able to ſum 
up the Votes of his Tribe, to deliver it to the 
Connſel.. Doubtleſs the Veneration I have for 


the Perfections of this great man, deſerves that 


I rs 


boaſts, in ſo fick-a time as this, to employ a true 
Aa2 ' and 


_ 
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arid ſincere Virtue 1-the Worlds Service, ci: 
ther knows it not;Opinions/growing, corrupt 
&ith. manners; {and um triithito hear:them. de: 
{&rbe it, to glorifiethemſelves:in:their Deport, | 
ments; 'and to Jayrdown their Rules 5 inſtead 
of painting Virtuey;they paint-pure Vice and 
Injuflice,  avd fo;repreſent them falfe: in the 
edutation of Pri:%ey .or if hedoes know it; 
boaſts unjuſtly; and Tet him ſay what he will 
does a thouſardrthipgs of which his own Con- 
ſcience muſt neceflarily. accuſe: him: .: I ſhould 
withoply 4akeaSercta's Word, -of the: Expert: 
ence he:madenpon the hke Occaſion,provided 
he would: deal clearly: and fincerely; with me. 
The moſt, honaurable mark of Goodneſs in 
ſuch a Neceſlity; 1s :freely to confeſs. both his 
own Fault,and thoſe of others; with the Pow: 
er of his Virtue to ſtop his.Inclination toward 
Evil, unwillingly toi follow this. propenfion, 
to: hope better, to ;defire; better. I perceive 
that .in theſe unhappy Diviſions wherein we 
are miſerably _involy'd in France, every one 
does his beſt to defend, and by Argutnent to 
make good his Cauſe; but eventhe very belt 
with : Diſſimulation and Diſguiſe.- {:He. that 
would write roundly of the true: {tate of the 
Quarrel, would write raſcally |and victouſh. 
What 1s the moſt juſt Party,other than a Mem: 
ber of a decay'd and worm-eaten.Body 2 But 
of ſuch a Body, -the Member that 1s leaſt a 
fected, is ſaid. to be ſound, and with good res 
{on, foraſmich as our Qualities. have no title 
but 1n Compariſon. The Civil. Innocency 1 

| meaſurd 
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meaſur'd :4ceording to Times and Places,, I 
lovd to read in Xenophoz this Commendation 
of Ageſilavs 3; being intreated by: a neighbyring 
Prince with whom he had formerly had War, 
to permit him to paſs thorough his Country 3 
he granted his requeſt, giving him free paſlage 
thorough Peloporneſws, and not only did not 
impriſon, or: poyſon him, being at his mercy, 
but courteoufly receiv'd him according to the: 
Obligation of his Promiſe, without doing him 
any the leaſt Injury or Offence. To ſuch Hu-' 
mours as theſe, this was .an A& of no great 
laſtre 5 elſewhere, and in another Age, the 
Frankneſs and Magnanimity of ſuch an Ation 
will be in-high efteem. Our Crack-rope Ca- The Stu- 
pets would have laugh'd at it, ſo little does 5515. 
the Spartan Innocence reſemble that of France, Colledge 
We are not without virtuous men, but 'tis ac-.!? ©: 
cording to what we repute ſo, Whoever has | {; 5 @* 
his. Manners  eſtabliſh'd in_Regularity above : 
te Standard of the Age he livre in, Jos ih 
enther-wreſt, or blunt his Rules 3 or, which I 
would- rather: adviſe him to, let him retire, 
amd-not meddle with us at all.. What will he 


get'by't ? Wir p 30 


Egregium ſanFumgque virum fi cerno, bimembri Juven. 
Hoc monſtrum Puero, & miranti jane ſub arato Ho 
Piſcibus inventis & fete comparo Mule. 


To me an honeſt man more monſter ſeems  sir Robert 
Thah Nature'ſhakes all when a Woman teems $'22/70r: 
*OL 4 2 Ws. : Aaz | A 
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found, : * [roy 
Or wondrous Fiſhes plow'd out "from the 
Ground. 


y22%s A man may regret better times, but cannot 
fize from the preſent; we may wiſh for other 
Magiſtrates, but we muſt notwithſtanding obey 
theÞ. we have 3 and peradventure *tis more 
laudable to obey the bad than the good. $6 


12.) Jong as the Image of the antient an recetyd 
w# 5 . ” Pet Ng 
Laws of this Mozarchy ſhall ſhine in any cor- 
- ner of the Kingdom, there will I be. If th 
; unfortunately happen to thwart and contradi 
one another, ſo as to produce two Fa&ions 
of doubtful and difficult choice, I will willi 
ly chooſe to withdraw and eſcape the Tem- 
peſt. In the mean time Nature, or the hazard; 
of War may lend me a helping hand. Betwixt 
Ceſar and Pamper, I ſhould foon and frankly 
have declar'd my ſelf ; but amongft the three 
Robbers that came after, a man mult haye beet 
neceffitated either to hide himſelf, or have gone 
along with the current of the time 5 which 
think a man may lawfully do, when-Reafon 
no longer Rules. | 


Ruo diverſur abis F 
Whither doſt thou wandring run ? 


This medly is a little from my Subje&: I go 
out of my way, but 'tis rather upon the ac- 
count 
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A Child with two Heads 3 than Males foaling 
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count of licence than overſight.. My Fancies 

follow one another, but ſometimes at a great 

diſtance 3 and look towards one another, but 

'tis with an oblique glance. I haye read a Dz- 

alogue of Plato, of ſuch a motley and fantaſtick 
Compoſition, as had the beginning of Love, 

and all the reſt to the end of Rhetorick, They 

ſtick not at theſe Variations, and have a mar- 

yallous Grace in letting themſelves be carried 

away at the pleaſure of the Wind; or at leaſt 

to ſeem as if they were. The titles of my 
Chapters do not always comprehend the whole 

matter, they oft but denote it by ſome mark 

only, as theſe others, Andrea, Eunnchwss, or 

theſe, Sy/la, Cicero, Torquetws. I love a Poetick « v/ 5; * 
March, by leaps-and skips 5; 'tisan Art, as Ple- ; 
to Taye fight nimble, and a little maddiſh. 

There are pieces in Plutarch, where he forgets ys +d52) 
his Theame, where the Propoſition of his Argu- -_- 
ment 1s only found by incidence; and ſtufft 
throughout with foreign matter, . Do but ob- 
ſerve his footing in the Demon of Socrates, 
Good God, how beautiful then, are his variati- 
ons and digreffions, and then moſt of all, when 
they ſeem to be fortuitous, and introduc'd for 
want, of heed. *Tis the indiligent Reader that 
loſes my Subje&, and not I; there will always 
be found Tome words or other in a corner that 
are to the purpoſe, though it lye very cloſe. I 
ramble indiſcreetly and tumultuouſly, my Stile 
and my Wit wander at the ſame rate ; a little 
Folly is tolerable in him that will not be guil- 


ty of too much, ſays both the Precepts 3 and 
Aa 4 more, 
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Seneca. 
Epift, 2, | 


- manner," but the beſt'old' Proſe |(-and I ſtroy 


vigour, atid:boldrieſs of Poetry, not without 


relief of weak 'or- negligent/ Ears, and with 

-. out explaining my. felf, Who 1s he-that had 

of q not rather not beread at all.than after a drow: 
fie or curſory manner? Nzhil eſt tan utile,;quol 


2s tobe ſo when negligently read: {f to take 
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 SeigniurdeMontaigner Efays.. Book un | 
more the Examples of otr' Maſters. A thay. 
ſand Poets flag and languiſh after a Profaick 


'Y 


them here 'up- and* down'indifferently for 
Verſes) ſhines'throughout} and has the luſtre, 


\fone Air 'of its Bury 3: and: certainly. Proſe 
-ought to* havEthe: Preheminence in ſpeaking 
'The'P oz, fays Plato; when ſet upon! the Maj 
"Tripod, pours out with Fury whatever. come 
into(his Month, like-the Pipe of a:Fountamj 
without 'con{idteging-and-parfmg>upon what 
he fays 5/-andi things come:fron him of varioms 
colours; of a comrary -ſubſtance,. 'and with 
an/uninterrapted torrents Andall the old The 
ologie; as the wilt inform us; 'and the fir{t PH 
lojophy,are'Poefie. 'Tis the origmal'Langy 

of the Gods-y 1 mean;.that my. matrer dit 

gaiſhes it ſelf; it ſufficiently ſhews where 
charges, where it concludes, when it beginf 
and where it"rejoyns, without interlacingitt 
. with words of connexion, introduc'd forthe 


I ein oa 


21 tranſitu profit. Nothing can be. {o'p rofiraly 


Book 1n hand, were to' read it,” tolook upati 
it were to confider it, and to run it {lightly 
over, were to make 1t a man's 0wn-; I were 
then to blame to make my ſelf ſo: ignorant, # 
I ſay I am. Seeing I cannot fix the Attention of 
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my' Reader by the weight of what I write, 
Manco male, I am much miſtaken, if I ſhould 
chance to do'it by: my Intricacies 3 nay, he 
will afterward repent that he ever perplext 
himſelf about''it : ''tis very true, but he will 


diſdain's 'whot will think betreri'of me for not 
inderftanding what Tfay, and will concludethe 
by the obſcurity of my Senſe; which, to 

& fincerely,! I mortally hate, and would 
avoid it af I could. Ariſtotle boaſts ſome where 
in his-Writings, that he affe&ed it; vicious AE 
fectation. -The/frequent Breaks, and ſhort Pa- 


inthe beginning of my Book, I have ſince 
thought, broke and diflolvd the Attention 
before: it was rais'd, as-making it diſdain to ſet- 
th it ſelf to ſo little 5 and upon that account 
have made the reſt longer, ſach/as require Pro- 
politions, and aſtign'd leifure. In ſuch an Im- 
ployment, to whom you will not give an 
hour, you give nothing 3 and do-nothing for 
him,” for whom you only do- whilſt you are 
doing: ſomething elſe. To which may be ad- 
ded, that I have peradventure ſome parti- 


therefore angry at this kind-of perplexing Rea- 
ſon: 3: theſe extravagant Projects that trouble 
ziman's Life, and thoſe Opinions: ſo fine and 
ſubtle, that though they be-true; I think' them 
too dear bought; On .the- contrary, I make 
#lC:3./4 | it 
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jaraphs it Chapters that I made my Method 


eular Obligation: to. ſpeak only- by halves, | 
to; ſpeak: confuſedly and diſcordantly.. I- amr 
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yet/be there perplext. And beſides, there are | « i, 
{ome Humours-1n which Intelligence produces 
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Meaning 
Rome. 
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it my buſineſs to bring Vanity it ſelf in 
nd F lly ro y Pleat? 


and Folly roo, if it 'bring me any Pleaſure; 
ad pert we bo Fillow wy own natural Ip 
clinations, without carrying too ſtrict a hany 


upon them. TI have ſeen elſewhere Palaces jg 
rubbiſh, and Statues both of Gods and Ma 
defac'd, and yet there are men {till ; all this 
true, and yet for all that, I cannot ſo often jg 
view the ruines of that ſo great, and ſo puiſ 
fant City, that I do not admire and revereng 
it. The care of the dead is recommended ty 
us 3 beſides, I have been bred up from my In 
fancy with theſe People: I had knowledge 
the Afﬀairs of Rozze long before I had any of 
thoſe of my own-Houfe. 1 knew-the Capita 
and its platform, before I knew the Lowe; 
and the River T/ber, before I knew the River 
Seine. The Qualities and Fortunes of Lxcully, 
Metellus, and Scipio, have ever run more i 
my Head than thoſe of any of my own Cour 
try. They are all dead, and fo is my Father 
as abſolutely dead as they 3 and 1s removds 
far from me and Life in eighteen years, as they 
are in fixteen hundred 3 whoſe Memory ne 
vertheleſs, Friendſhip and Society, I do not 
ceaſe to hug and embrace with a very perfeli 
and lively Union. Nay, of my own Inclins 
tion, I render my felf more officious to the 
dead ; they no longer help themſelves, and 
therefore methinks the more require my aff 
ſtance: 'tis there that Gratitude appears in its 
fall luſtre. Benefits are not ſo generouſly 
plac'd where there is Retrogradation _— Re- 

ns hg eCtion. 


Me _—_—_—_—___ x 
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bY merited from me my Friendſhip and Grati- 
16 Þ tude, have never loſt them by being no more 

uf have better and more carefully paid them, 

nf when gone, and ignorant of what I did, I 

off peak moſt kindly and affeRianately of my 

I>-B Friends when they can no more know it. | 

Cf have had a bundred quarrels in detcading 

off Paaypey, and upon the account of Brutus. This 
Acquarntance does yet continue betwixt us. 

We have no other hold even of preſent things 

but-by Fancy. Finding my ſelf of no uſe to; q <tr 
SY: | throw my ſelf back upon that other; | 


am ſo 1namourd of the free, juſt, and 
floarſhing Eſtate of that ancient Roxe (for [ 
veither love it 1n its birth, nor old age, ) that 
Lintereſt my ſelf in it to a degree of Paſſion 3 
and therefore cannor ſo oft review the ſcitua- 
non of their Streets and Houſes, and Ruins as 
proſbund as the Antipodes, that g does not al- : 
ways put me into a Dump. Is it by Nature, or & ove Te 
throu th error of Fancy, that the ſight of Bla- bh 
es which we know have been frequented and 
mhabited by Perſons whoſe Memories are re- 
commended in Stoxy, does in ſome ſort work 
more upon us than to hear a recital of their 
AT, or to read their Writings? Tanta vis ad- Cic. de fin 
monitionis ineſt in locis. Et id quiden in hac Ws $þ 


ELIF: 
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arbe 
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urbe infinitunt + quacimpque enim ingredimuy ; 
in aliquans hiſtoriam veſtigium ponimus, -\, 
great a power- of- Admonition is in Places. an 
truly in this' City ſo infitite, that which mw, 
ſoever we go we tread upon ſome Hiſtory. It plex 
fes me to-confider their 'Faee,; Port, and Veſt 
ments: I ruminate thoſe-great Names betwiy 
my Teeth; and make them' ring in' myo 
Ears. Ego #llos veneror, & tantis nominihi 


Ejiſt. 64 ſemper aſſurgo.' T reverence" them, and riſe upl 


hozonr of ſo great Names,” Of things that are in 
ſome part'great” and adtnirable, I admire/ewn 
the: common Parts. -I 'could- wiſh to ſee then 
alk, walk, and ſup together.” It were Ingrat 


rude to contemn the Relicks-and Imageriefh 
anany- worthy and valtant'Men as I have'ſea 
tive and: dye, and\'who by their- Examphe' gitk 
ws:To maily iggod- Inſtruftions;' knew . we'hoy 
to; follow them. And 'moreover, -this::-vity 
Res that we now ſee deſerves to be-belby's; 


ſoilong, ai g, and by To many Titles-a con fedtrat 
Rome the tOour CrownYy':tthe only. common and univer: 
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ſal City. The Sovereign Mapiſtrate that:Com 
mands- thete,- 1 = = owledg'u: and 
3bey d elſewhere': *tis the Metropolitan Cty 
all.'the Chriſtian Nations. - The Spaniſb :and 
* French are:there-at home:' To be a Prince df 
this Eftate, there needs-no'more-but to bey 
Prince:of Ghriftendom. There is no: Place up 
on Earth, that-Heaven has/embrac'd-withſuch 
an influence-and:conſtancy.of favour; her v6 


ry Ruins -are glorious. SFr bono © 4 A 
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gaudentis opus eſſe Nature. That it may be ma- 


ſtrom to let thoſe live in quiet by whom ſhe 


Laudandis preciofior ruins. | Sndins 
. ea $* : Ap9b: * ; 
More glorious by her Ruins made. : 


She yet_in her very Ruins retains the marks T, I 16 
and image of Empire. Ut palane ſit uno in loco 


nifeſt that Nature is in one place enamour'd of 
her own Work. Some one would blame,and be an- 
at himſelf, to perceive himſelf tickled with Fe 
vain a Pleaſure. Our Humours are never too 4 £ 7: 03 /ovpp 
vain that are pleaſant. Let them be what they 
would that did conſtantly content an honeſt man 
of common Underſtanding,l could not have the , 
heart to accuſe him. I am very much obligd > 5: 
to Forture, in that to this very hour ſhe has _ 
ofter'd me no out-rage beyond what I was 
well able to bear. Is it not happily her Cu- F<) 


is not importun'd ? 


Quanto quiſque ſibi plura negaverit, Ode. 16, 
A Diis plura feret, nil cupientium, 

Nudus caſtra-peto, multa petentibas, 

Deſunt multa. | | 


: The-more a man himſelf denies, ._ - Sir Richard 
'The more indulgent Heav'n beſtows 3 Faſo»: 
: Let them that will ſide with the bs, TON 
I'm with the Party of the No's;: 


If ſhe continiie her favour, ſhe will 'difmiG me | 
very well ſatisfied, _ | 
EET nih; 


$ 
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Ode, 16, Deos laceſſo 


Nor for more 


Do I the Gods implore. 


But beware the ſhock. There are a thouſand! 

| that periſh in the Port. I eaſily comfort ty 
ſelf for what ſhall here happen when I ſhall ki? 
gone. Preſent things trouble me enough 3 | 


Fortune cetera mando. 


To Fortune I do leave the reſt. 


Befides, I have not that ſtrong Obligation, 
that they ſay ties men to the future, by the FW 
ſue that ſucceeds to their Name and Honour 
and peradventure ought leſs to covet them, if* 
they are to be ſo much defird. I am but too" 
; _ one to the World, and = this Life « 
2-2<-6 4 my ſelf: I am content to be in Fortuze's pow- 
5 H er by Circumſtances properly —_— | 
| \. Being, without otherwiſe inlarging her Jari 
£ {3 &:) diftion over me, and have never hong tha 
- tb be without Children was a defect that M\'? 
ought to render Life Tels compleat, or lei.” 
contented. A fteril Vacation has its conveni- I.” 
encies too. Children are of the number of * 
-e things that are not ſo much to be deſired, cp 
veted, and Clally now, that it would be ſo hard to make 
why. them good. Bona jane nec naſci lice, ita cor * 


ney «, rupta ſunt ſemina. And yet are juſtly to be . 
ment 
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Hnented by ſuch as loſe them when they have 
hem. He who left me my Houſe in charge, 

bre-told that I was like to ruin it, conſider- 

ng my Humour (o little inclin'd to look af- 

er houſhold Afﬀairs : But he was miſtaken, 

Wor I am in the ſame condition now as when 
an firſt enterd into it, or. rather better z and 
mb" without Office, or any Place of profit. As 

11; Mo the reſt, if Fortune has never done me any 
nolent or extraordinary injury, neither has 

ſhe done me any particular favour. Whatever 
ve derive from her Bounty, was there above 
an hundred years before my time. I have,as to 
my own particular, no eſſential and ſolid good, 
oo ſtand indebted for » her Liberality ; 
ſhe has indeed done me ſome airy Honours, « £w £ ;. 
and titulary Favours without ſubſtance, and 7 

thoſe in truth ſhe has not granted, but offer'd 

Wne, who, God knows, am all material, and 

who take nothing but what is real and maſly 

00 for current pay : and who, if Idurſt con- 5 

s ſo much, ſhould not think Avarice much - 

ls excuſable than Ambition, nor Pain leſs to 

x avoided than Shame, nor Healthleſs to be 

oveted than Learning, or Riches than Nobi- 

ity. Amongſt thoſe empty Favours of hers, + 

here 18 none that ſo much pleaſes the vain . 

Humour natural to my Countrey, as an Au- 

ientick Byl/ of a Roman Burgeſs, that was 

xranted me when I was laſt there, glorious in 

Seals and gilded Letters ; and granted with all 

maginable Ceremony and Bounty. And be- 

uſe 'tis couch'd in a mixt Style, more or leſs 

favou- 
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votirable, and that T could have been glad'tlf. 
have ſeen a Copy of it before it had paſsdtheff 
Seal-:-I will, to farisfie ſuch as are fick of the 
fame curiofity I am, tranſcribe it here in jy 
true form. | 


_ q "oY 
. Pl 


Pnod Hoyatius Maximus, Martins Cecin 
Alexander Miutus, alme. urbis conſervaton 
de 1llftriſfimo viro Michaele Moutano equi 

- - fe -Yanitti Michaelis, & 4a Cubiculo Regi 
Chriſtianiſſini, ' Romana Civitate donank; 
ad Senatums'retulerunt, $, P. Q. R. de wn 
ita fiert cenſutt. 4 


ahes i ob en Ne. Yo. 0 


4 ww. 
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OM weteri more, & inſtituto cupide ill 
ſemper [tudioſeque ſuſcepti ſint, qui virkt 
te ac nobilitate preſtantes, magno Reip. noſht 
#ſni atque ornamento fuiſſent, vel eſſe aliquani 
poſſent's Nos ' majornune -noſtrorum exemplo, 4 
que auftoritate permoti, preclaram hanc Con 
tudinem nobis imitandam, ac ſervandam 
cenſemms. Puamobrens cum Illuſtriſſumus M 
chael Montanys Eques Sandi Michaelis, © 
Cubiculo Regis Chyiſtianiſſami, Romani nomini 
ſtudioſiſſumus, O& familie laude, atque ſplendi 
& propriis virtutum meritis digniſſuamus ſit, 4 
ſumo Senatus . Populique Romani judicio, 
ſtudio in Romanam Civitatem adſciſcatur, ls 
cere Senatni P, Q. R. Illuſtriſſemmune Michatla 
Montanum rebus omnibus ornati\ſinum, at 
huic inclyto populo chariſſumum, ip ſunt poſt l 
que in Romanam Civitatem adferibi, ornariq 
omnibus, & premiis & honoribus, quibus i 
| fruuns 


_ 


” 


PF CLEA ST SS SS TER 


ws ES Bo 
: bs 


. l  Chap- 9 
tf} fruntur, 917 Ciues Patritiique Romani nati;aut 

| ure optineo * ati ſunt. In quo cenſere Senatuns 
theif PQ. Re rn tam ht fur Civitatis 'largiri, 
quam debitums tribuere, neque magis beneficiuns 
dare, quans ab ipſo accipere,'iqui hoc Civitatis 
munere accipiendo, ſingulari Civitatent ipſans or- 
namento, atque honore 'affecevit. Guam $. C. 
auForitatem iidems Conſervatores per | Senatia 
R. Q.R. ſcribas in aa referri atque in” Capi- 
toliz curia' ſervari, privilegiumque: hujuſmodi fie- 
ri, ſolitoque urbis ſigillo communiri curarunt. 
Anno ab urbe condita CYXICCCXXMI. Poſt 
Chriſtum' natum MDLXXXIL IL Idus Martiz. 


| Horatius Euſcus Sacri S. P.Q.R. ſ[cribs. 
Vincent. Martbolus Sacri S.P.Q.R. ſcribas 


Being before. Burgeſs of - no City at all, 1 
am glad to'be created one, of the moft Noble 
that ever was, or ever ſhall be. It other men 
would confider themſelves at-the rate I do, 
they would, as I do, diſcover themſelves tobe 
full of inanity and foppery 3 torid my ſelfof it 
cannot, without making my ſelf away. We 
are all leaven'd with it, as well one as another 3 
-but they who are aware on't, have the better 
bargain, and yet I know not whether- they 
1 have or no: This Opinion, and::common 
Fl -Uſance, to obſerve others more than'ottr ſelves, 
has very much rehev'd us that way. 'Tis a ve- 
ry diſpleafing Obje& : We can there fee no- 
59 thing but Miſery and Vanity. Nature, that 
iy. we may not be Gejeted. with the fight of our 
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own Deformitics, has wiſely thruſt the ation | 
of Seeiftg outward. We go forward with the 

fa) rate hain tO our lrg 
is a painful motion 3 ſo 13 the Sea L mov'd and 
troubled when. the . Waves ruſh a oquinit og 

+ another, Obſerve, ſays every one, 
of the Heavens, the Revolution of coblick, Ak 
fairsz obſerve the quarrel of fd a Perſon, 
take notice of ſuch a ones Pulſe, of ſuch ang 
, thers laſt Will and Teſtament 3 in ſum, be ab 
ways looking high or-low, on one fide, before 
£ngu7 FREE you. It was a Paradoxical —_ 
tiently y#1ven us by the 7 k De 

Toto our ſelf, aijcover your ſelf, keep c Pet Jour 

— back your end ba Way” that th 
where conſhaees emſchoes into 'your ſelf ; you 
run out, you ſpill your ſelf, carry a more ſteady 
baj#d: men betray you, men ſpill you, men feel 

5) you from your ſelf: Doſt thou not ſee that thi 

” World we live 1n keeps all its fights confin'd 


within, and its E to contemplate | 
* ſelf ? 'Tis always Vardty A thee, both with: 
in and men bur *cis leſs Vanity when leh 
extended. Ex g thee, (O man) ſaid thu 
God, every th bing ſtadies it (elf firſt, and hs 
bounds to is 1 urs and on accordi 

, to its need. There is nothmg fo empty 
['7eV | "| neceflicous as Es who imbraceft the Univer, 
| thou art the Exphoryator without Knowledge,tie 
| Tag Magiſtrate without Juriſdi&ion 3 and akeral, 

the Fool in the Play. 
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CHAP. x. 

T E W things, in compariſon of what com- 
-; monly: 7.5 other men, move, or to ay 
er, potſeſs me 3 for 'tis but Reaſon they 


ſhould concern a man, provided they do not 
him. I am very ſollicrous, both by 


Study and Argument, to enlarge this privi- | 


ledge of Inſenfibility, which is in tae naturally 
rasd to a pretty degree 3 ſo that conſequent- 
by;1 eſpoule, and am very much moy'd with 
very few-things. 1 am clear ſighted enough, 
but I fax upon very few ObjeRts; bave a ſence 
delicate and tender enough, but an Appre- 
henfon and Application hard and negligent ; I 
am'very unwilling to engage my ſelf. As much 
85:11 me lies, I imploy my ſelf wholly for my 
ſelf; and in this very SubjeR, ſhould rather 
chuſe to curb and reftrain.my Afﬀection from 
nging it ſelf over Head and Ears into it, it 
being a Subj& that I poſleſs at the mercy of 
others, and over which Fortune has more 
right than I. So that even ſo much as to 
health, which I fo much value, it were neceſ- 
my foe rae, not ſo paſſionately to covet and 
it, as to find Diſeaſes infupportable. A 
man ought to moderate himſelf betwixe the 
hatred of Pain, and love of Pleaſure. And 
Plato ſets down a middle Path of Life betwixt 
both. But againiſt ſuch AfﬀeRions as wholly 
Bb 2 carry 


Selgneur de Motaigne's Efſiyr. 
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Ovid de 


Trift. l. 3. 
Eleg. @» _ 


: Born, and bred up in negligence and eaſe, 


26-2 + 


Tway'd, I ſhould not ſtick there :1 am too tel 
| | a fiugax' rerum, ſecuraque in otia natw,” 


verſary would at laſt have the better. Theif 
'fue that would render my heat and obſtinag 


laſt de 


. order and govern the domeſtick Tumults'thit 


- introducing a crowd of other mens Afﬀainj 


| » Seigneiy de-Mobtaigne's E/ays. Book ft 
carry me away from my ſelf, and fix me elſe. 
where ; againſt thoſe, I fay, I oppoſe my ſelf 
with my utmoſt force and FOR: _ Tis my 
Opinion, that 'a man ſhould lend himſelf ty 


others, and only give himſelf to himſelf. Wen 
my” Will eafie to lend it ſelf our, and -to, he 


der-both by nature and ufance, -- | . 


hot and- obſtinate | diſputes wherein my Ad. 


diſgraceful, would peradventure vex me tothe 
gree, Should I ſet wy felf to it at'the 
rate that others, who do purſue and graſp # 
ſo much, my Soul would never have the fort 
to bear the Emotion and Alarms; 'it would 
immediately ' be - diſorder d by this inwand 
Agitation; If ſometimes I have'been put upat 
the management of other mens Afﬀairs, I hart 
promis'd to take it in had, but not into 
Limgs and Liver; to take it upon me, notty 
incorporate it ; to take pains, not be” pal 
onate in it 5 I have a care of it,” but I wil 
not- brood upon it: I have enough to dot 


Have 1n my own Veins and Bowels, withot 
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my.'oWt 
prope 


and am ſufficiently concernd” about 


proper and natura} Buſineſs, without medting 
with the concerns of others. -:Sach' as kno 


of their own to keep them from being idle. 
Thou haſt Buſineſs enough at home, look to 
that. Men let themſelves out to hire, their Fa- 
culties arenotfor themſclves,but to beimploy'd 


F233 2S7> 


be thrifty of the liberty of our Souls, and ne- 
yer let. them out -but upon juſt Occaſions, 


to be at every ones call, they do it indiffe- 
rently upon all, as well little as great Occaſi- 
ons, in that which nothing concerns them, ag 


trude themſelves indifferently where ever 
there 1s buſineſs, and are without Life, when 


is that they cannot ftand ſtill : Like a row- 
ling Stone that cannot Top till. it can go no 
farther. Buſineſs, in a certain ſort of men, is a 
mark of Underſtanding, and they are honou-. 
red for it. Their Souls ſeek repoſe i 


ALIEESSSTTY zi RS 


in Agitati- 


' may pronounce thetnſelves as ſervice- 
jj able to their Friends,:as troubleſame to them- 


Bb3 but 


how much they owe to themſelves, and how ma- 
ny Offices they are bound to of their own, find, 
that. Nature cut them 'out work enough | 


for thoſe to whom they have inſlav'd themſelves;z 
thiscommon Humour pleaſes not me. We muſt: 


which are very few, if we judge aright. Do: 
but obſerve ſuch as have accuſtom'd themſelves. 


Wt = Children do by being rock'd in a Cradle. + 


not in the buſtle of Aﬀairs. In zegotiis ſunt, Seneca. 


7 cauſa. They only ſeek, buſineſs for buſineſs #1 22: 
It is not ſo much that they will go, as it 7) 7. 
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much as in what imports them moſt : They ine 5 V'<1 * 
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ſelves. Noone diſtributes his Money to others, « Lc" 
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Ode. 2, © 


but ie 


one therein diſtributes his Time and 
Te 15 nothing of which we are {6 
of thoſe two: things; of which to 
ud be both commendable ang: 


9 as 


great 

tle, imploy and' bnfie my ſelf but rarely and 
temperately, at the fame rate. Whatever they 
take in hand, they do it with their utmoi} 
power and vehemency. There are therein io 


many dangerous ſteps, that for the more fafe 


my > RP R=2HcCSF9 9 Q. 


ty, we muſſt-a (little lightly and ſuperficially 
| ſidethrough the World: aid not ruſh through 


it. Pleatare it ſelf is painful at the bottom. 


| — incedis per ignes, 
| Subpoſttos cineri doloſo. 


| Thou upon glowing Coals does tread, 
Under decentful Afhes hid. 


The Parkament of Boxrdeaux choſe os 
Mayor of their City, at a time when I was at 
a great diſtance from Frace, and much more 
remote from any fach ' thought 3 I intreated 
to be .excys'd, and refusd it. But I was told 
by my Friends, that: I had committed an Er 
ror jn fo doing,” and-the greater, becauſe the 
King had moreover interpos'd his Command 
M1 that Affair. 'Tis an Office that ought to be 
look'd -upon fo wwuch more Honourable, as 
has no other Salary nor adyantage n'e 
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bare honoar of its Execution : It continnes 
two years, but may be extended by a ſecond 
Ele&ion, which yery rarely happens :: it was 
"to me, and had never been ſo but twice be- 
fore : ſome years ago to Mozſieur de Lauſac, 


and lately to Mowſteur de Biron, Mareſchall of 


France, in whoſe place I ſucceeded, and left 


37% 


mine to Monſfeur de Matignon, Mareſchall of 


France alſo. Proud of ſo noble a Fraternity. 
Oterque bonus pacis bellique miniſter. 


Both of them men of wortky Charaer, 
For able Miniſters 1a Peace and War. 


Fortune would have a hand in my Promotion, 
by this particular Circumſtance which ſhe pur 
in of her own ; not altogether vain 3 for Ale- 
xaxder diſdain'd the Ambaſladors of Corinth, 
who came to make him a tender of a Burgeſs- 
ſhip of their City 3 but when they proceeded 
to lay before him, that Bacch#s and Hercules 


were alſo in the Regiſter, he thankfully ac-' 


cepted the offer. At my arrival, faithfully and 
conſcientiouſl tepreleel my lf them for 
ſuch as I find my ſelf to be; a man without 


rt rt er aero 


Memory, without Vigilancy, without Experi- 
ence, and without Vigourz but withall, with- 
out Hatred, without Ambition, without Ava- 
rice, and without Violence, that they might 
be inform'd of my Qualities, and know what 


LEneid. 
lib, 10s 


they were to expe&t fram my Service. And be- - 


ing that the knowledge they had had of my 
| - Bb4 Father, 
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ah 

Father, and the*'Honour they had for his Me Þ ta: 
mory, i had- been 'the only Motives to conferr if to 
this Favour/uupon- me : I plainly-told them, Þ wi 
that F-ſhould be very forry any-thing ſhould Þ thi 
make fo great an Impreſſion upon-me as their ni 
Aﬀairs, and the Concerns of their City hal Þ mi 
done-ypon him,” whilſt he had the ſame Go. ce 
vernment'to which they had preferr'd me. 1} or 
very-well remember, from a Boy, to have ſeen Þ In 
him in his old Ape, tormented with, and ſolli- & ip) 
citous about the, publick Afairs, negleCting Þ ju 
" the ſoft repoſe of his own Houſe, to which ÞÞ #þ 
the declenſion of his Age had reduc'd him for th 
ſeveral years before 3 the management of his or 
own Affairs, and his Health, and certainly de- Þ th 
ſpiſing his own Life, which was in great dan- Þ th 
ger of being loſt, by being ingagd in long Þ w 
and painful Voyages on their behalf. Such was Þ in 
he, and this Humour of his proceeded froma | R 


« but too much fixt at home, and by a too na-: 


marvellous good Nature. Never was therea 
more charitable and popular Soul. Yet this 
proceeding which I commend in others, I do 
not love to follow my ſelf, and am not with- 
out excuſe. He had learnt, that a man muſt for- 


get himſelf for his Neighbour, and that parti- 


culars were 1n no mgnner of conſideration in 
comparifon with - the general Concern, Mot 
of the Rules and Precepts of this World run 
this way,to drive us out of our ſelves intothe 
wide World for the benefit of publick- Socic- 
ty. They thought to do a great Feat, to di- 


vert us from our ſelves, . prefuming we were 
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Mes f tural Tnclination,/and' have faid'all they eould' 
err | to-char- purpoſe: "for *tis 'no_new thing for | þ> 5 Op w ) ; 
m, | wiſe-men to preach things as they ſerve, not as 4 
ad F they are. Truth has 'its ObftruRtions, Inconve- | | A 
cir Þ niencies, and Incompatibilities with us. We I 
al B muſt be often deceiv'd, that we may not de- 
30-Þ ceive our ſelves; Shut our Eyes, and ftupifie 
LE our Underſtandingsto redreſs and amend them, 
ef Imperiti enim judicant, & qui frequenter in hoc 
IB ipſurs fallend; ſunt, ne errent. For the ignorant 
no 8 judge, and therefore are oft to be deceivd leſs 
 W they ſhould err. When they preſcribe us to love | p4'y Gi 
or Þ three, four, and fifty degrees of things above mw 
is our ſelves, they do like Archers, who to hit z) 
e- If the white, take their aim a great deal higher. | 
n- Þ than the Butt. To ſet a crooked ſtick ſtrait, 
y | we bend it the contrary way. I believe, that 
as I in'the Temple of Pall, as we ſee 1n all other 
2B Religions, there were apparent Miſteries to be' 
a expogd to the People, and others more ſecret 
is Þ and high, that were only to be ſhown to ſuch 
0 as were profeſs d. Tis likely that in theſe, the 


true point of Friendſhip that every own owes 

to himſelf is to be found 3 not a falſe Friend-' 

ſhip, that makes us embrace Glory, Knowledge, 

Riches, and the like, witha principal and im- 

moderate Aﬀe&tion, as Members of our Being: b 
nor an indiſcreet and effeminate Friendſhip, | jr <7 - © 
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wherein it happens as with Ivy, that decays | 
and ruines the Walls it does embrace : but a 
found and regular Friendſhip, equally utile 
and pleaſant. Who knows the Duties of this 
Friendſhip, and does praftice them, is truly - | 
the 
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Seneca. 
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Hor. lib, 4. 
7 Ode. _ 


Fanſhaw, 


that he ought to apply the uſance of *% 
' Warld, _ of other men to himſelf, and to dg 


278- Seignow de Montaignes Efays. Booktf 
the Cobine-Contſel of the Myſes, and has at 


tain'd to the height of humane Wiſdom, and 
our Happineſs. Such a one exaQly knowing 
what he owes to himſelf, will in his part find 


this, 29 contribute e the pros = pon 

pertaining. to him, to the Saciay, 
Who tn not in ſome ſort live to others,dog 
not live much to himſelf: {ez Jibi amicw of 
cito bunc amicum omnibus eſſe. He who is. 
own Friend, is a Friend to every body elſe. Tin 
principal charge we have, is, to every own his 
own condu& : And *tis for this only that we 
here live. As he who ſhould forget to lin 
a virtuous and holy Life, and ſhould think he 
<cquitted hinſclfof bisDuty ininſtratting eal 
training others up to it, would be a Fool; 


2p23<4-even fo, who abandons his own particular 


bY 


healthful apd pleaſant living to ſerve others, 
takes, 1 


,in my Opinion, a wrong and an unnatw 


- ral courle. I would not that men ſhould re 


fuſe, in the Imployments they take upon them, 
their Attention, Pains, their beſt Eloquence, 
and their Sweat and Blood, in time of need; 


#01 ipſe pro charis amicis 


- Aut patris timidus perire. 


SirRichard , He well knows how hard want to bear 


And fears a Crime more than his end, 
And for his Country, or his Friend, 
To Rake his Life he does not fear. 


But 
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I Chip-.16, Seigvenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 379: 
| Bat 'tis only borrow'd, and accidentally; his 
Mind being always in Repoſe, and in Health, 
not without Aion, but without Vexation, 
{Þ without Paſſion. To be ſimply doing, coſts 
Þ him o little, that he afts even ſleeping. But it 
muſt be ſet on going with Difcretion'; for the « g<—: 
Body receives the x 'd upon it, j14 
to. what they are 3 the Mind oft ex- 
tends and - DD — DESYIET At its — 
pence, giving what meaſure 1t ES, 
Meri-perform like things with ſeveral ſorts of =) 
Indeavour, and difierent Contentzon of Wits 
the one docs well enough without the other, . 
For how many People hazard themſelves every 
day in War without any concern which way 
it goes; and thruſt themſelves into the dan- 
ger of Battels, the loſs of which will not 

ak their next Nights ſleep? And ſuch a 
man may be at home, out of Danger, which 
he dur{t not have look'd upon, who is more 
paſſionately concern'd for the iffue of this War, 
and whoſe Soul is more anxious about Events, 
than the Souldier who ſtakes his Life and | 
Blood in the Qyarrel. I could have engagd « 4/1 
my {cl} in pablick Imployments, without quit- L | 
ting my own Intereſt a nail's breadth, and have 
given my {elf to others, without abandoning « 
wy {if; this ſharpne and violence of deſires #1 © ®"IF- 
more hinders than it advances the Execution 
of what we undertake 3 fills us with impati- 
ence againſt [low or contrary: Events, and 
with heat and /ſufpition againſt thoſe with 
whom we have to do. We never carry = . 
| that 


&8 
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chaſtiſe- 
ment of 


ought to 
form'd 
without 
anger. 


Proverb. « 


Senec. 


Epift. 44- 


" Sclgtent de | Monidighe' Efoys. 


Ip <. 


That the Theſe are raſh motions, and if Fortune do 


27 ly Offences « Phzloſophy will, that in ' the revenge of injurig 


that thing wall, by which weare p has”. 
and led. 17 0 
Male cunt. miniftrat & 
Impetus | , 

For heat does ill 

. _ Carry on all things very ill. : 
He, who therein employs only his Judgmentand 
Addreſs,proceeds more cheerfully : he counter. 
feits, he gives way, he deferrs all things at hi 
eaſe according 'to the neceſſities of occaſions; 
he fails in his-attempt without trouble and a 
fictions, ready wy 1 intire for a new Ente 
prize : he alwayes marches with the Bridle in 
his hand. In him who is drunk with this vs 
olent and- tyrannick intention, we. diſcoye 
by neceſſity much imprudence and injuſtice 
The impetuoſity of his deſire carries him away, 


not very much aſſiſt, of very little fruit, 
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receiv'd, we ſhould ſtrip our ſelves of Cho- 
Ter 3 not that the Chaſtiſement ſhould be lek, 
but on the ' contrar at.the Revenge 

be the better, and DT — laid on,  rbic 
it conceives will be by this impetuofity hin- 
dred. For Anger does not only trouble, but 
of it ſelf does alſo weary the arms of thole 
who chaſtiſe. This fire benumms and waſh 
their force. As in precipitation, feſtiratio tars 
da eſt, Haſte trips up its own heels, fetters and 
ſtops it ſelf. Ipſa ſe velocitas implicat. For a 
ample 3 According to what I commonly. 
Avarice has no greater impediment — i 


my 
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WH Chap. "10. Seignem de Montdigne's.Bfays, 581 
ff) The more bent and+vigorous it is; the lefs | 

jrrakes together; and commonly ſooner-grows 
rich, when diſpuis'd in a Vizor of Liberality. | 
A' very honeſt Gentleman, Md a particular ; 2,:t @- 
Friend of mine, ' had hke to have crack'd this 

brains by a too paſſionate attention'and affe- 

ion to the Afﬀairs of a certain Prixce, his Ma- : 
fter3 Which Maſter has thus ſet himſelf out &" 5%) 
to:me/3 that he foreſees the weight of Acci- "—» 
dents as well as another, but that in thoſe. for 

which there is' no remedy, he' preſently re- 
ſolves upon Tuffering 3 in others, wary 4 ta- 

ken/ all the neceflary precautions: which by 

the vivacity of -his underſtanding; he can pre- 

featly do, be quietly expeQs: what: may fol- 

low. And in truth] have accordingly ſcen him 

maintain a great indifierency and liberty-'of 

ations, and Erenkty of countenance, in oy 

great and nice Afﬀairs. I find him much great- - 

er, and of greater capacity in adverſe than 

proſperous Fortune. His Loſſes are to him more 

zlorious than his Vi&ories, and his Mourning 

than his Tr9z2ph. Do but: conſider, that 

even in vain and frivolous aQons, as at Cheſs, 
 Temnis, and the like, this\eager and ardenc 

engaging with an impetuous defire, immedi- | 

ately throws the Mind and Members into in- 

diſcretion and diſorder. - A man aſtoniſhes 

and” hinders ' himſelf. He: that -carries him- | - 47: 

ſelf the moſt moderately both towards gain | 
and loſs, has always his Wits about him. The | 
Jeſs 'peeviſh and paſſionate he 1s at play, be | 
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plays much more advantageouſly and ſurely. | 
| As 
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4 © hs paige gen Book I 
,<nyl; As to the reſt}: we_linder. the Minds ſeify ll! 
and hold, in giving it ſo many things to/ſe od þ 
Upon. : mn we are only to el 
" totye it t#o with others to 
wat) po _ I ca0 fed and difern ll hi jy 
onght- to: upon nothing but it {{lf 
add ſhould: be::in{tructed in what prog 
. concerns it ſelf, that is p propty of es Þ 
ingand-Subſtance : The f Nature 
—; us what weare juſtly to have. After the 
< 075) )ges have told us, that no one is indigent b6 


= to Nature, and: that \every one is 
to Opinion, Sing ure 


4+ 26.\{ing ith betwixt the deſires that proceed {ron 
WET” that from the _ 


xy of ourown fancy. Thoſe of which we canf t 
o, the end are hers 5 thoſe that fly before us, a 
which we :;can fee no end, are our © ny 
The want of Goods is cafily r repair'd, he i 

, vetty ty of the Soul is irreparable. 


_ \Naw ff, quod ſatis eft homini.id ſatis eſſe poteſh 
——--_qy Hoo vo ſat 3.0% mme,qunm hoc non eſt, qui cred 
av4s porro 


Divitias alas animun wi explere poteſſe 2 


E If what's for man ns could bu 
fe were we (ee 

| Will = __— n, how can I ere bdieve: 

Thatany Weakbi any Wealth my mind content can gins 
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2} 03) + Socrates, ſockng great quantity of Riches, Jew 
; bs, and Furniture of great value, carried it 
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Ic puthes the City ; 2 EE things, 
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d mnjotain another Clearthes. If that which = 


Fa ee ee he Goge® 


Mite conſervation of our Being, be too Rde, 
| ha truth what it is, and bow good 
SLife may be maintain'd, cannot be ——_ 
| har than by this Conſideration, that it is ſo 
that by its litrleneſs eſcapes the gripe and 
Mock of Fortune ) let us diſpence our ſelves 
ls little more, let us yet call every one of our 
g ts and Conditions Nature ; let us tax and 
wiHteat our ſelves by this meaſure, let us ſtretch 
: | You Pp ppurtenances _ — > for fo IJ 
I fancy we have ſome excuſe. Cyſton is a Be 
A ſecond Netare and no leſs powerful. What is 
wantihg to my Cftoms, T reckon 1s wanting to 
me; and I ſhould be almoſt as well content 
. mthey took away my Lifa, as cut me ſhort 
$2 the way wherein I have fo long livd. I am - 
ih no more in a Condition of any great change, 
nor to put my ſalf into a new and unwonted 
@ courſe, not though never ſo mach to my Ad- 
6 vantage 3 tis paſt time for me to become other 
than what I am. And as I ſhould complain of 
Nay preat good Adventure that ſhould now be- 
r all.me;that i it came notin time to be enjoy'd 5 
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9 IE. Ws ood I Y the Worlds Wealth I- ſoul þ 
"12 I 'will't dot me, if if I may not ' not ulſeh 


S ſhould complain of any inward acquet: 

__.* were almoſtetter, never, than fo late tobe 
come an-boneſt man;z and well read in livin 
when a man has no longer to live. I, whow 
ready to-make my ex: out of the Wal | 
would eaſily refign to atty new comer; w| 
Aſhauld-defire- it, . all the; Prudence I havex 
-quird. inthe/Worlds Commerce. After My 
MPF: x «comes Miſtard; I have no. need of Goods 
'which I can make no uſe. Of what: ule 
Knowledge-to him that has loft his Head > "iſ: 


-an.Injury-and. Unkindneſs m Fortune, tote 

ider ns P: efents that will only inſpire us wi 
-a juſt deſpite that we had them not im tha 
.due ſeaſon, Guide me no more, I can-no ly 
E A) -ger:go. . Of ſo many parts as as make up aipy 
x) fet man, chmes ts t - Aſſign the pu 
, of an excellent Treble to. a. Chor er "that 
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rotten Lungs, and Eloquence to a Hernutg 
-tled into-the Deſarts of Arabia. There ne 
;no Art to further a fall ; the end finds.1tif 
of it ſelf; at the Concluſion of every Aﬀair 
"World is at an end, my Form expird; 1 amd 
tally paſt, and am bound to authoriſe it; 
The A- -to conform my Poſterity to it, I will hered 
—_ clare by way of Example, that the late | 
offer'd by days diminution of the Pope, have taken mel 


me FP. low, that I cannot well recover my ſelf, 
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nl Chap.” 10. Beigrenr deMoiitaigne's Bfſeys, 385 

1] Jow the' yeats wherein' we Kept another kind 

1 of account; ſo'antient, 'and fo long a Cuſtom, 

Fl challenges and calls me back to it; fo that Tam 
conſtranrd-to_ be a kind of Heretick in that 
point, impatient 'of any, though correQive [n- 
fiovation. -'My Imagination, in fpite of my 
Teeth, always puſhes me ten days forward or 
os: and 1s ever murmuring io my Ears, 

ns This Rz/e concerns thoſe who are to begin to 

1 be. Tf Health'tt (elf, as ſweer as it is, returns , £0 1-77; - 

a to! we by fits, 'ris rather to give me cauſe of 

x regret, than poſicſſion of it 3 I have no place 

= Hi keep 1t in. Time leaves me, without 

of which nothing can be'poſſe(d. .Oh, what lit- | 4, \ 4* 

EW tle account ſhould I make of thoſe great ele- | 

7 ave Dzer7fics that T ſee in ſuch eſteem in the | 

all-World, that are never conferr'd but upon men 

vill who are taking leave of it; wherein hey do 
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k h 
& tot ſo much regard how well he will diſcharge | 
his truſt, as how ſhort his Adminiſtration will 
bez from the very Entry, they look at the ex- 
it. To conclude, I am ready to. finiſh this 
than, and not to rebuild another, By long 
all vſance this Fore is in me turned into Subſtance, 
8 and Forture into Nature. 1 fay therefore, that 
f my owe 'of us feeble Creatures is excnaſable 
it thinking that his own which is comprisd 
- under this meaſure 3 but-withall, beyond theſe 
& limits, "tis-nothing but Confuſion, 'tis the lar- 
geſt *extent we can grant to our own-claim. | 


7 e more Buſineſs we -cr -our ſely and $I & 1 =P... 

if the more we amplifie our Poſfeſſions, ſo mach —*7 | 

us more do-we expoſe our ſelves to the _ 
_—_— Cc IN an 
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and. ne of. ; md reer of 

OL r de WIE ough t to. be « rcumn crib d and. rg 
Traytd:;to 2. hoct mnt. of near | and contigy. 

<4] us ConvenſFnerS,. 3;and ought x poretve 
zerform' their Conr/6, not in a right line, iq 

Y ends £ [EWHErSs but 1n a Circle, 6 which th | 
two points, by a Thort wheel meet and teak 

- nate iy our-ſelves., Adions that are carried. 
without: this Reflettion,! a near. and: e | 
Refleftion I.mean z ſuch as thoſe of MEE 

and avaricious mep, and many more who rug 

point blanck, arid whoſe career always carrig 

tiem before thewmſelyes, ſuch AQions I lay an 

/0 [a,; Exroneous and fickly :. moſt of our. Puſincky 
Petron, {F EY Yar rnd > exercet Hfirionay 


Arbit, 
3 |\ wal but withalt as the 


rior of 2 {t EF our owns We ar x 
diſtinguiſh the the Ski kinfromthe Shirt : 'ris enc gh. 
to meal the Face without \mealing the Brealk 


8 « I ſee ſome, who transform and' hl ir 
themſelves in 


Beings as they; und 

who vrelite themſelve ves even to the. 

Liver;.and carry their; (tate along, wuh t 

Hig the as ſtoal : [} pang b 
1 


1h. the Sat 


rain, Or their je eiune ft 
mittunt, etiam ut Loh didejeant., They: 
| F 


much we th 
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Gp 10. | vs WR ho; = 7 
geir Soak, und theit kawnE-wray of ſpeaking, | 
20" the height of thebp Pace.” The 
Mayor of Brrdeanx and 'Momaigne have ver 
been two, by very mon ern Tobe 
wi Advotate,” 'or'a Treaſurtp, Clio 
be ignorant of the Knavery'of fach Call 
and yet ought not to take the 
upon him : 'tis the nſance of his __ 
| there's Money to be-got by it 5 a man 
ouſt live'by the World; an&mike his beſt of 
it, fach as it's” But the: of an Em- 
prone ought to be above , Attd the 
ſeeing andiconfidering of i it, as afc 
cdent 5 and he onght to knbw how to enjoy 
#. Þ tinfclf apart from it, and to communicate 
"MY hanſclf as Forres and Petey, to Naſelf at leaft, 
TE [cannot engipe my (elf {6 "deep and ſo imirez - 
vi when ny Will gives me to any one, +=Jhs he 


A wwolent ah Obligation that 
gd EO _—_ — fn the — 
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al, | mop K; = by Rav ar not _ me 
tg my nor the landable ities of 
"fone of our Adverfaries, nor DAS are re» 
0B prozchable in rhofe of our Party. They adore 
"gal of their own fide, for my part I do not ſo 
m =_—— moſt things in thoſe of mine: 
all Speech has never the worſe grace for 


— made againſt me. The knot of the con» 
. der pond, [ have always kept wy faf 
72 <equanimity pure indifference. Neque 
BR evtra neceſſitates bells, precipunnr ods gov; th And 
Be 20 expreſs hatred beyond the Neceſſity of 
WE. For which I am pleaſed with my = 
Cc2 =— 


ol - ware, =: ms am 
[_ r 8 | we - - 
Fe Fx _ = h—_ de, 8 


. © in qup 

as molt men! do, ewe that they | 
:; ſome - other .. occaſion and. — 
W. goin > 


Fgianing 3 5 which K, that they are not col 
cern'd: mm the Common. cauſe, becauſe it: j 


fi but If they do nor, I ſhall not.run mal, 
1 am heartily for the right party 75 but I do ; 
affect to be taken, notice of for an eſpecid 
E Enemy. to; others, : and beyond the gene 
- nai? I am a mortal Enemy to this viciow 
orm of cenſure, He is of the League, beca 
he admires the Duke of Guiſe. He is 9 Fonifhl 
at the King of Navarrs Valour and Diligens 
ard therefore he is a Hugonot. He finds fu 
and ſuch Faults in the Kings Manners an 
ConauF, and therefore he is ſeditiovs in" 
Heart. And. would not grant tO A Magiſtrat 
himſclf, that he did. well in — 
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"OY ad de Montigher BNwh, 
Book becauſe'it had placd:a Heretick 

the beſt: Poets of the: Time. Yall we not.dice: 
to'lay of a Thief, that he hisahandſom Leg? 


low 
in the wiſeſt: Ages prom: proud title: of 
tolinws, they - had before:conferr'd. upon 
_— as de Lierr — 'of 
ra and the:pablic y.? t 
therefore damn: the M 0b his Lied) 
his' Feats: of ;Arms, and; i Recoinpences 
granted to his}-Virtue, are he afterwards 
'd to the Sovereignty; ta the Prejudice. of 
the-Laws of his Conntry 2: If they takes hatred 
inſt an' Advvcate, he will not be allow'4the: 
next day to be eloquent. ' I [have elſewhere 
fpoke of the Zeal-that-puſhd-on worthy men 
to'the like Faults: -For my: part, can fay;ſuch, 
zone: does this-thing -u,-arid another. thi 
virtuouſly-and well. They- will likewiſe, that 
i} 1a'the Prog=ofticks, or Siniſter Events of AF 
if fairs, every: one. ſhould 1n-bis/Party be blind, 
E ota Block-head;and that our Perſwaſion and 
g Y fave hould:be fubſervient, not to Trath, 
t to.the projet of our defires; I ſhould ra- 
ther -inclirie towards the: iother extream;..ſo 
rinch/I fear. being fiiborn'd by my defire: To 
which may be: added, that Lam a little tender- 
ly diſtruſtful of things thatT wiſh. I have in Facility of 
by time ſeen. wonders in-the indiſcreet-and',QP* 1 
ligious facility of Peo ple in ſuffering their chemſſvs 
a and'beEhef to be led Fad overn'd which. tO be 
E _ has beſt, pleas'd: and ſerv'd their Leaders, \n.. dup- 
Cc3 above 
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390 - Site as onnigte'e 0 Book 
abowean kendetd miſtakes one upon anotheyy 
and' above Dicatts and Phantafins. 1 no may 
 wonderatithoſeurbs hive beettblinded,andify 
dix&d'by: the fagkeriey' of. 4polloeiime and My! 
 komieti- i 'Vheir Sence:and Underſtanding is abi 
fhjurely takery away: by their: Pafſion ; che 
Diferetion has nombre any other chotce thay 
that which ſmileswpon: them, and relieves thi 
Grnſe.'"1 Hat pridcipllly obſery d:'this in thi 

ning af! gory inceftine Diſbemapers, thi 
ether which ib fprung) fince.io inmvatiog,hasſay 
mrs by! wbich.1 am ſatisfied chat it:ing 

qu op _ inſeparable: from popular Eryors. Ak 
the firſt rhqe:towuls; Qpimons drive on: ou! 
another: like 'VWarves with the Wind, A ay 
Bs ndta'incmber of .the Body, if 3 be'in by 
Powerrtoforftkd it) and of he db not roul thy 
abmines way 5bur:doubtleſs they wrong the 
ſide, when hey, go about to affift ir with 
raudg;.. 1 have.ever eva againſt that Pradtion 
They are only fit to: work npon-weak heady 
for the formd;thererare farer and more honell 
ways to keep.aptheir Col .arid/to excul 
: s iverie inde bh © -Heaven'rlever 1 2 [0 


hike thaſe beers Souls, ia. = woderat 
on towards one ahother. It was a 
2) of Honour and/Chmmand, which did not traſh 
ſport them to. furious and.1 1difereet hatred 
and that was. though hatred; 'without Malig 


nity and Derraftion. In their brickeſt and hy 
teſt Encounters, and Exp hn -- 
t 
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ther, 1 diſcover. fome remains of reſpe&t and 
ood wilt; "and ans therefore of Opmion; thai 
bad'it been le, cach'of them would ra- 
ther have done his Baſineſs without the ruine 
F the other, than with ft. "Fake notice how - 
mich otherwiſe Matters went with Maris 
and Sy/la. We maft not precipitate onr ſelves 
ſo head-long after our Ateftions and liitereſt, 


A; when I'was young, Loppos'd my felfto.che 
ny es of Love, which 4:4 do advance 
00 faft upon me, and hzd'a care left jt ſhould 


at laft fo pleafing, ' as to*force, cap; 
tivate,' and wholly. redace me to'his Mercy : 
- eqs the fame' upon all other Occafions 
y Will is ranning 'on with too warm 
a Appetite. I lean oppoſite to the fide it in- 
dines to, as] find it gong to plange and make 
it felf drunk with its own wie; I evade nou- 
tfhing its] Pleaſure fo far, that I catinor reco- 
ver it withour infinite Jofs. Souls, that through 
their own Stupidity only difcern things b 

lalves, bave this happineſs, that they fmart Tak 
mh hurcfal things. Tis-a ſpiritual Leproſie 
that ' bas fome ſhow of Health, and ach a 
Reakch as Philofophy does not altogether con- 
femn 5 but yet we have no Reaſon to call it 
Wiſdom, as we often do. And after this man- 


tier, fome one anciently mock'd Diogenes, who 
; ie" ept 'of mter, and ftark naked, went 
ian Image of Snow for a Tryal of his 


8 


Pagence: this other meeting him in this Equi- 
Page, Art thou now' very cold ? faid he, not at piyeres 
l reply'd Dzogenes. , —_— ſaid the other, patien: oi 
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What great and exemplary thing: cant ; 


ta take a true. moealare Cas ftancy muſt; Ne 
ceffarily. oily = w Juffering. FOLY but oh 
that are to meet, with A Events, — i 

Injuries of Fortune in their depth. and 
neſs, that are to weigh and taſte:them acc 
ing to their natural;weight ang ſbarpneſs,;l 

ſuch ſhew. their $kill j in avoiding the Cauſn, 
c #34, and diverting the Blow. What. did, King 
Arch #7 do? hy 79 Wenally x the rich and 
urifu vt that had been preſented hin 
From | but being it was exceeding brittle, he immedi 


<9 ” ately. broke, 5 x Perf, to Fs revent ſo ealies 
why. matter of diſpleaſure again bis Servants, 


2) like manner, I have willio ly ayoided all cope 
-S fulion in airs, and never ; coveted. tg 
ave my eſtate contiguous to thoſe of my Re. 
lation, and ſuch with. whom I coveted a ſtni 
Friendſhip 3 whence” Matters of Unkindnek 
- and falling out do.oft proceed. I have fa 
merly lov'd Cards and Dice, but. have long 
fince left them off, only for this Reaſon, that 
though I carried. my loſſes as handſomly. z 
another, I was not well ſatisfied -and quiet 
within. Let.a map of Honour, who ought to 
be ſenfible of the. Lye, and who is not to take 
a ſcurvy excuſe for SatisfaQtion, avoid Occils 
--, ons of diſpute. I ſhun melancholick and ſour 
9 natur'd men, as I would do the Plague. And 
: vafh in Matters I cannot.talk of without Emotion 
E: and Concern, 

Seneca 


go” 4 Montaignes Eſfays. Bo s I) [ 
« think thou rat inimbracin eehat Sow? Anal 


| I never meddle, if not compre 
Eyiſt. 9%» by 1 my Duty. Melins 20: Fncipient, quam tr 


men, 
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ie nine of their Country, to which all the good 


3 Chap. 10. | Ceigneur de Moritaigne'r Effeys, $393 
nl fincet.. 4 man had. better never-ta; bave begun; 
nan Bl the o deſiſt. The. ſareſt way: therefore is; to 
206 prepare a mans {elf before hand for: Occaſions: 
kt I: very well, that ſome-wiſe men have 
kl taken another: way, and -have not fear'd/i6 
| grapple and engage to the utmoſt:upon ſeveral 
abjeds. Such , are .confident; of their own 
&trevgrh, under which they prote&themſelves 
allall Suceefles, making their Patience wreltſo 
contend with dulaſter ; 


Ft 

"""  velgt rapes vaſlum que pradit j in Equor; (i Vinglh, _ 
4 ventorum furiis, e xpoſtaque. ponto, |: FLEneid. 10s 

Vim:cuntam atque tings perfers —_ mariſe 

bſe immota manens, ys a que 


tea as a ; Rock amongſt yaſt Billonws ſtood, Mr. Ogilhy: 
Scorning loud Winds, and: raging of the Flood; 
hatred fixt remaining all the "oa defies (Skies, 

ſtred from threatning Seas; and thundring 


ls us never attempt theſe Examples, we ſhall 
never come up to them, They ſer themſelves 
reſolutely, and. without trouble, to behold the 


they can contrive. or perform is due. This is 

*& too. much, and too.rude for our common Souls: 

li» to undergo. Cato indeed gave up the nobleſt 

ul! Life that ever was upon this account 3 but it. 

is for us meaner ſpirited men, to fly from the | 

as far as: we.can; we ought to make-| & 5+ Ay 

q proviſion of Reſentment, not of Patience, and. | 97 

R mace the Blows. we cannot - put by. Y. ons | 
| ceing 
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Fila Clrbendendes, 2: tran whom : 
lov'd, draw -near'to fit down him, faddes ' 
ſtart up 5 and Chunther deman of him th 
Re y—tler een Revs. and fi 
Fe 2 To 
Emotion in all Tumors. Socrates does not lip 
do —"—_ furrender to the Charms of Beawy, 
frand your: nd, and do your utmoſt th 
oppoſe it, by 4 iT he, ſhan the fight and 
encounter of it, as of 2 powerful Poyſon tha 
darts and wounds at diſtance. _ And his | good 
"Diſciple, cither faining or reciting ,bur in 
_ Opinion; \rathee;recitmg than Finn, el 
Perfeftions: of that grear Cyrws, makes him '$ 
firuſtful of his own Strength, to refift the 
Charms of the Divine Beauty of that illuſty; 
ous Pawhes, bis: Caprive, in comming 'the 
viſirmg and-keeping of her to another, why 
could not have fo mach Liberty as biroſel 


inducas in tentationew. We do not pray that 
our Reaſorr'thsy 'nort be combated and over- 
come'by Concapiſcence, but that it ſhould 
not be fo-muck'as try'd 3 that we ſhould not 
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much as to fuffer the approaches, follicitat# 
ons,” and temptations of Sin : and we beg if 
Almight y-God' to keep otir Confciences quiet, 


6 


tree wh br as {l _thar th ' haw 


other fort 'of rondlcſorn Agh Ration of WM 
do oft lay trae, as things now ares but _— % 
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And. the Holy Gboft in like manner, Ne ml 


be brought | into's ſtare wherein we werefh 


fully, and perfetty delrver't from alt con 
reaſon for thetr 'revengmg 'Paflion, 'o ind 
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v4 þ jd 2 Whoorer fa 
I vibe fea 


hab wil be onbed, bo ill vt Tron era 
ng nol rumnouscontinuance. Poor Veſlel, that | 
ay | "90a plankiy > m7 prints: 
d& RS IST. ab 


al THOOeT tw doenſe, mii, +54 Buckanan, 


Feats, & —_ — 


SE He, who does not. gape afier: the ow of x 21 4/5 
| wes; 25 after a thing be capnot live with- 
bat out,,does not nwch cancers himſelf at the cald- 
Wl ne of their jon. and Countepance, nor 
a the joconſtancy of their Wills. He who | .. 
daes:nat. brood Ou, bis Children gr bis Ho- a0 "s) | 


nours W1 N. propen | 
live commodicully £n ough giter Thelr loſs. 
Who does good' principally for his own fatis-' @, 
ation, will not bench CotHicdd ihe ee men 3% 
judge of his aons contrary to his merit. 'A G:) 
EI an ounce of Patience well provide f */ . 
—_ A ro rperwrrowagpay _ 

m this eceipt, redeeming; wy: felt 11 
beyſnning 25.good cheap as I can ; and find, 


that 


E >| 2p x How oft have: done my-ſelf a manifeſt Inj 


396 Sag towiighes Bfſuje. Book ; 
rage Fypote have ioſeap auch teak 

_ Cculfles.” VIth Very. itch th 

(<a."s ble by MN or EEE 


os = 41bje&t that beg 15 tC ze-troubleſc 
before ie! rearifplorts mes ; He: who ſtops 


L) the ſtart, 'will-never: beable-to Top the vai Y 


x) Who''canget Kbkep them'© out, will never'g 


them onthe they are once got =p 


who! can 'ernſh chem! yr the' began 
ex, nor ever | 
Glling, if he cannot recover: Lunſalf when by 


cies * firſt] begins ins to'totter. ' Etenim pſa ſe inpullu 


Thus, L. 4. 1bi:ſexcel 278tione  diſceſſum ofs . ipſaque ſbi is 


becillitas indulget, in \altumeque provehitur i 
dent : nec reperit locum c _—_ For thy 
'* throw themfelogt:head-long,: when once they hþ 
their Reaſons ; and'Fraily does ſa far wy 
# ſelf, that it is unawares carried out int 
teep, and can find no Port wherein to co 
4n Anchor; Tam betimes ſenſible of the lin 
breezes tha in to fing and whiſtle in. the 
he'1 Fe-runners of.the ſtorm, : 
x = os mm ch flamina prima © 
. Os 
Clem apr fn tois, & ceca wolntail 
lyrnure, v entjivos Ga" prodentia Vernon, K 


bir. Ogithy,... Fivheo Wands. je 


oods,: a ſudden Murmur ſendf 
tot py, a ſtorm to Mariners Mura i 


a 


ſtice; to - the hazard: of having yet 
work done; meþy the Judgrs, after an Agel 
Vexations dirty and vile' Pratiſes, more-Ent 


mis 
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A qap-r6. Seighent de Montagne Bfjo, 597 = 

"0 ales to-my Nature than Fire or:the Wrack 2... 

nl Corruerit- 2 Itibus quantuns licet, &+-neſtio an - 

IB pado-plur diem qnim licet abharrentem eſſe. Eft 

£ wi 22078 mpdo habertle, paxinlim: HOnnnIMguan Cicero de 

Wſud jure decedere, ſtd interdum etiam frucFuos 0. 1h. 2. 

ſaw. 4 man ſhould be-an encity 40 all Comtenti- 

mas much as be lawfully may, and I'know not; 

whether not ſomething more For 'tis not only © 

liberal, but ſometimes alſo advantageous too, a lit- - 

tleto recede from-ones right. Were we wiſe, we | «» 
he to re} bo Tone day heard 


e 
ayouhng Gentlemanof a good:Family very 1n- 
endydo: that bis Mother had-loſt her Try- 
al, as if it had' been a Congh, a- Fever, or ſome- | 
thing very troubleſome to ;keep.:- Even 'the | 
Favours that Fortune might. have: given me 
through Relation: or Acquaintance with thoſe 
who have Sovereign Autbority m thoſe Af- 
fairs, I have very: conſcientiouſly wav'd ; and 
enS very carefully avoided imploying thenr to the 
'S prejudice of others, and of advancing my pre- 
-WF tentions above their true Right. | In fine, I 
"Ef have ſo much prevaild by my Indeavours, 
in a: happy hour I may ſpeak. it, that I am 
to this day a Virgin from all;Suits in Law 3 
though: I have had very fair $ made me, 
-£ and with very juſt Title, would 1 have heark- 
118 nd to them: and a Virgin-from Quarrels too. 


[ have almoſt -paſt over 2 Jong Life without q/ {C3 

any offence of moment.cither ative or paſſive, | 

or_without ever hearing aworſe word than | 

my own Name: a rare Fayour of Heaven. | 

Our greateſt Apgitations have ridiculous Mo- 
tives 


an 
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Fit 
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Gommorion eee Machine of the Worldgts 
ever undergo Þ \For Praypey and Ceſar arch 
,z the offers and commuanow of _—_ o_ 0 
FJ 5/0.) pn have in wp riee fren whe ] 
; dom: NieIwnh areas Ce rem. 01 
| 0p, cntfavho ck expence,abour Tre nhY'9 
_ s” of which che tro di are 
nie tine Hh. nd M 0X 
the Ladics Cabinier-Counſel, and the incting zl 
2;) The Apple am-of forme: fooliſh Women. Thee Dorts I 
Diſcord. viel! unde this, when they pur a 
.  toFire: Toors 62 andppleÞ 
quire why that mem hacards' bes Life and 
nuur apon the Forte of bis Rapier and Day” 
ger; - Ihe len nai you with the aca | 
ef ee Ro Ennen bo refgur TU 3 
ing, twfordleatd frivolous; A linle thing will” 
pn.c..y mad; m'r, -but being once imbark'd, MW? 
| w ; greater proviſions are then | d\ 
quired; more hard, and mote important. - 'S 
wuck eahiex/is it not to enter in; than it is WI 
get'our ? Now we ſhould proceed comrayf-* 
ro the Reed, which at its firft pri ing, p | By 
duces a and ſtrait ſhoot, bur s 
3 if tird ind fart to "1 bh 
and frequem Joyats and knots, as ſo mays 
; paults wil winch demonſtrates, that ir has 00n”s 
£2 Ho more its firſt Vigour and Conſtancy. 'Twet” 
| beerer to beyin fiir and oolgly, and ro kay op 
a mais 
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a $4.97ans-Breatb, and: vigorous attaques for the 
Br beig it. and ſtreſs of the Bubaeſs ' We guide 
Stand. govern Aﬀairs in their Begiagings, and 
have them then in! our Own power ; but after» 

Bards, when they are once at work, 'tis they 
ba that guide and govern us, and we are to fol- 
ow. them. -Yet do I not pretend by this to 
kay. that this Councel has diſcharg'd me of all 
ab citiculey, and that I have not often bad enough 
tine2.do to curb and; reſtrain my Paſſions. They 
Gare. not always to. be governd according to 
res the. meaſure of Qccafions, and often hevn cine 
i Wintries, very ſharp and violent. So 1t is, that 
«4 ihence -good fruit and profit may be reap'd 5 
wcxcept for thoſe, who 1n well doing are not 


\ 
þ a, 


wllahed with any, benefit, if 
kiBathicd with any. bencfit, if. Reputation be 
" ki ing; For in truth, ſuch an effect is not 


wralued but by every one to himfelE You are 
-« Woctter contented, but not more clieem'd 5 fee- 
Fig you reform'd your {elf before you catne 
oifnto play, and that atiy Vice was diſcover'd in 
1ou :-yet not in this only, bur in all other 
(Duties. of Life, alſo the way of thoſe who 
{mat Honour, is very different o_ On 
g they proceed | 5 W © propole tot Ves 
ar order and Ren, 1 find ſome, who raſhly 
IPA furiouſly ruſh into the Lifts, and cool in 
1 the Comrſe. As Plutarch ſays, that as thoſe who 
in WUTOUR Baikf afa.. HewW1IC 1OK alc acile to 
Wrant whatever is defir'd of them, are _after- 
Wwards as frail to break their word; ahd to re- 


wet 3 { likewiſe he who enters lightly into 
wo 0. Quarrel, is ſabjet wo go as lightly ous. 


ſame 
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to it, would; when once hot and engag jh 
Quarrel, 'incite me to maintain it' with grezt 
Obſtinacy and Reſolution. 'Tis the Tyranny 
'Cuſtom, when'a man is once engag'd, he myſt 
go through with it, or dye. Undertake coldy, 
faid- Bias, but purſue with Ardour. For want of 
 Pruderice,” men fall into want of Courage, 
| which is more intolerable. - Moſt Acc 
tions of the' Quarrels of theſe days of ours, are 
ſhameful"and falſe, we only ſeek to ſave Ay- 
parences, and in the mean time betray and dil. 
avow our true Intentions. We ſalve the fat} 
We -know very well how we ſaid the thing, 
and -im what ſence we ſpoke it, and both 
the Company, and of them our Friends with 
whom we would appear to have the Advan- 
tage, underſtand it well enough too. Tis 
the expence- of our Liberty, and the Honour 
of our Courage, that we diſown our Thought, 


and ſeek refuge in Falfities, to be Friends, 


x1 v." | We vive our felves the Lye, to excuſe the L 
we have given to another. You are to conh- 


der if your Word or Adion may admit « 


another Interpretation; 'tis your own true and 

fincere Interpretaxion of, and your real meat- 

ing in- what you ſaid or did, that you ar 
thenceforward to maintain, whatever it colt 

+_ 26.1 You. Men. ſpeak to your Virtue, Honow, 
'” | and Conſcience, which are none of them to he 


diſguis'd.: Let-us leave theſe pittiful Ways and 

. \ Expedients to'the Juglers of the Law. The 
 Y*, |Excuſes-and Satisfations that-I-ſee _—_— 
Ty e 
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7 1 Chap. 30. Seigreur de Montaigne's Efays, a4ok ' 
In: ] made, and given to repair Indiſcretion, ſeen to | 
*me more ſcandalous than Indiſcretion it ſelf. | 
It were better to affront your Adverſary a ſe- 
cond time, than to oftend your ſelf by giving | 
tim. ſo. unmanly a Satisfaction. ' You have 
brayd him in your heat and anger, and you . 
"0 to flatter and appeaſe him in your cooler 
and better ſenſe 3 and by that means lay your 
ſelf lower, and at his feet, whom before you 
pretended to over-top. I do not find any thing 
a Gentleman can ſay ſo rude and vicious in 
him, as unſaying what he has ſaid is itifamonss 
when. to unſay it is authoritatively extracted : 
from him, for as much as Obſtinacy-is more Hg 
excuſable in a man of Honour than Paſfillani- ; 
mity can poſſibly be. Paſſions are as eafie for | 4; Þ= 
me to evade, as they are hard for me to mo- 


5 EZ =o Þ = 


$ x | derate. Exſcinduntur facilius animo, quantiem- Fuvenal. 
our | perartur. Who cannot attain unto that noble | 

bs, 8 S$toica! impaſſibility, let him ſecure himſelf in 

dl, the boſom of this popular Stupidity of mine. 

= " What thoſe great Souls perform'd by their 

6 £ Virtue, I invre my ſelf to do by Complexion. 

td The middle region harbours Storms and Tem- | 2x) 
a | peſls; the two extreams of Philoſophers and ig-| = 
at | Norant men concur in Tranquility and Hap- 

-are pineſs, 

colt Þ © | ? 
Aur, Felix qui potuit rerum cognoſcere canſas, Virg. George 
he 4tque metus omne, & inexorabile fatum Bb. 2. 

and | Subjecit pedibus, ftrepitumque Acherontis avari, 

The F ortunatus, & ille, Deos qui novit agreſtes, (res. 

<& Panaque, Sylvanumgue ſenems, Nymphaſque ſoro- 

ad *, Dd Happy 
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Mr. 0g1ty. Happy is he that hidden canſes knows, 


t6.4,* 


And bold, all ſhapes of danger dare oppoſe, 
Trampling beneath his feeet the cruel fates, 

Whota Death, nor ſwallowing Acheroz amateg; 
And he is bleſt who knows our Country Gods, 
Pat, old Sytvanys, and the Nymphs aboads,” 


| The births of all things are weak and tender, 
and therefore are we to have an eye to their 

eginnings 5 for as then in their Infancy the 
| Danger is not perceiv'd ; ſo when it is grown 


up, the Remedy is no more to be found. I had 
every day encounter'd a million of Crofles, har- 
der to digeſt-in the progreſs of my Ambition, 
than it has been bard for me to curb the nz 
tural propenſion that inclind me to it. 


Aw. bb. 9. fare perborrnz, 
Oat, 17. * Late conſpicuun tollere verticem. 
Sir. Rich. I did well 
Farfoaw, 


To ſhrink my Head into my Shell. 


All publick AGions are ſubje& to various and 
incertain Interpretations, for too. many heads 
xudge of them. Some ſay of this City Imploy- 
ment of mine (and I am willing to fay a wasd 
or two of it, not that it is worth ſo much, but 
to give an account of my manners in ach 
things) that I bave behaved my ſetf in it like 
a man not eafie to be moy'd, and with a lar 
guiſhing AﬀeStion ; and they have fome colour 
for what they ſay. | endeavour to keep ks 
Mm 
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much more-for me n'chufing me anew;than in 
cnfreing- that. Hagour pon me. at farſt 5 1 


SPST ESSHSA 


Javethenyintirely, and wiſh them allthe good 
w#«can bMll fo-worthy aSvoety. And doubt- 


had occaſion: beep, thereisnathing I would 
e ſpar d far-their Service 5 I did for them 
1 would have done for my ſelf. Tis a.gaod 


$ Warlike and generous People, but capable of 


Obedience and Diſcipline, -and of whom the 
beſt uſe way be made, if well guided. They 
ſay alſo;that my Adminiſtration was pafs'd over 


Mament. 'Tis true. They moreover accuſe my 
Ceſſation in a time when every body almoſt 
ws convincd of doing. too much. I am impa- 
tient tobe doing where my Will ſpurs meon 
this point 15s an enemy to Perſeverance. 


tomy own way, imploy me in affairs. where 
| ty are requirdz where'a di- 
D 2 ret, 


— = od 


"Mpoto. . Seigrow ge Iontalgne's:B/lys, 49g 
Mind. and any: Thoughts jo. zepole. Gum ſerper Riv © 
Mitrra, um. ;ttiaw igte jaw quidtur. . Ar being ©** 
twoys.gnier by Nature, ſb alſo now by Age. And 
#ithey ſometimes lafl one npon ſome rude and 
amprefon, 41s intruth without:my 
MHiy)ce: [Y erfrom thismatural heavineſgof mine, | = 4 
.m6N.:9ught not to conclude a total inability | 
3:me3ifor..want of Care,and want of: Senſe 
$$ td vtry different, things, and much leſs 
Al wakingnels, or: Ingratitzude, towards! that 
Lanparetion, who! imploy d'the utmoſt means 
they had jn their power to oblige me, both 

re they knew! me and afigr. And they did 


Without any great Remark, or any Record of 


ket whoever will make uſe of me, according $# 


0 $6 
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; ret;(hoet} and: earn a hazardous Condutt 


| E.--- own = peradventure may*do forme. | 


it _ be long, ſubrle;laboriow, 


_ ſand] intricate; they: were better call 
> ſome body elſe. "Al inportant Offices re na 


hard : 'came prepar'd-to carry my* felf a little 
more ronghly, bad there” been Bey occaſion; 
forat'4s'11 my power to do ſomething m6 
.than do, or than I love to do 3'I did notto 
- my knowledge omit any thing that my Duty 
<o7 really requir'd ; 'tis true, that I_eafily fo 

+ F thoſe Offices that 'Ambirion mixes'with Duty, 
and palliates with Title. Thoſe are'they, that 
for the moſt part, fill the Eyes and Ears, and 
give men the moſt ſatisfaQtion. Not the thing 
but the appearance contents them: *"Fhey'thih 

2p 7f) men men ſleep if they hear no noiſe. ' Wy Humour 


is no friend to tumult. I could appeaſe a Riu 


without emotion, and chaſtiſe a Diſorder with- 
out alteration. If I ſtand 1 in need of Anger and 


Inflammation, I borrow it, and put it on ; ny Þ 


Manners are heavy, rather faint than ſharp. 1 
do not-condemn a Magiſtrate that ſleeps, pro- 
vided the People under his charge {leep as well 
as he: the Laws in; that caſe ſleep too. For my 
= (: ; Part, I commend a gliding, ſolitary, and filent 
Cicers de | Life. ' Neque ſubmiſſam, &* abjetam, neque { 
mY efferentem. My Fortune will Foua it ſo. T am de 
cend 


ed lang a Family that has livd without 


Luſtre or Tumult, and time out of mind par- 
ticularly ambitious of Valour and Loyalty. 


Ve p '| Our People now adays are ſo bred up to bs 


[ ſtle and Oftentation, that good Nature, Mode: 


ration, 
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"Chap. x0. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſaye. 
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- ration, Equity, Conſtaticy, and ſuch:quietand | 
_ obſcure Qualities, are no more:thoughtion or 
-regarded, Rough bodies make Cons fe, 
the ſmooth are 1mperceptly handled. Sickneſs 


- 


is felt, Health little, or. not at all, no more than 
the Oyls that foment us, in compariſon of the 
Pains for which we are fomented. "Tis ating 
for a man's Reputation and particular -profit, 
not for the Publick good, to referr that. to be 
'done in the publick place, which a-man may 
3s well do in the Council-Chamher, and: to 
noon-day, what might have been done the 
night before 3 and to be jealous to do that 
himſelf which his Colleague can do/as well as 


he; So were ſome Chirurgions of Greece wont 5 


to make their Operations upon Sceffolds in 
the fight of the People, to draw more practiſe 


and profit. They think that good Orders can- 


not be underſtood but by the ſound of Trum- 


pet. Ambition is not a Vice of little little; People, 


and of ſo mean Abilities as ours, One ſaid ta - 


Alexander, your Father will leave you a great 


Dominion, eaſe and pacifick ; this Youth was 


emulous of his Father's Victories, and the Ju- 
ſtice of his Government 3 and would not have 
injoy'd the Empire of the World in eaſe and 


' peace. Alcibiades, in Plato, had rather dye 


Young, Beautiful, Rich, Noble, and Learned, 


and all this with Excellence, than to continue 


in the ſtate of ſuch a Condition, This diſeaſe 


——_— excuſable in ſo ſtrong,and ſq 
mi a 


Soul: When theſe wretched and dwar- 


fiſh Souls gull- and deceive themſelves, and 


D 3 think 
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” 466 
think to ſpread their Fane, for havint given 
righr:Judptnent'in an Aﬀair, or confihued the 


difciplinie of keeping the Guard of a Gare of 


4,5| theie City, the wore they think to exale thely 
__ | heads; the more they fhew their thils,, This 
fide well doing has neither body nor life 5 it 
'vmaiſhes in the firft mouth, and: goes no fats 

- _ thee than from one Street ro another. Talk of 
V*" *jrinGvu#1-#a+% to your Son, or your Servatitt 
a) fike that old Fellow, who having no other At 
ditdr of his Prayers, nor approver of his V& 

tour, boaſted to his Chamber-maid, ctying out; 
O'Pevrer; whit a brave wari haſt thoy to thy 
Maſter !- At the worſt 'hand, talk of it t6 

© yout (elf 5 hike x Counfellor of uy Acqualt 
tance, who havitfy diſgorg'd a whole Cart 

full of Paragraphs, with great Heat, ard -4 

' great folly, coribg out of the Conncel-Chatt 

ber 19 piſs, was heard very conſcientiouſly tg 

Pſa. 113. matter betwixt his teeth. Nor nobis, Domint, 


04 hobis, ſed monting tno da glorianmt. Whi 


X) cat get it of no body elfe, let him pay himſelf 

” » 6 of his owt! purſe. Fame is not profſtituted 

at fo cheap a rate. Rare and exemplary AQ 

ons, to which it is due, would not endure tht 

company of this prodigious crowd of little 

petformances. Marble may exalt your Titls 

as much 4s you pleaſe, for having repair'd a 

Rod of a ruinous Wall, or clears'd a publick 

 HywaduF# 3 but not men' of Senſe. ' Renowit 

F<7:. | does not follow all good Deeds, if _—_ 
; and Difficulty be riot comjoyi?d, Nay, ſ6 tai 

a5 meer eſtimation, actorditig £6.the $067k 
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inot due to every Aion that proceeds from 
Virtue 5 neither will they allow. him bare 
thanks, who out of Temperance forbears to 
meddle with an old blear-ey'd Hagg. Such as 
have known the admirable Qualities of Scipzo 
Africans, deny him the glory that Peretias 
attribates to him,of being abſtinent from Gifts, 
8 a glory not ſo much his, as that of the Age 
he livd in. We have Pleaſures ſuitable to our 
Fortunes, let us not uſurp thoſe of Grandeur. 
Onr own are more natural, and by ſo much 
more ſolid and fure, as they are more low. If 
not for that of Conſcience, yet at leaſt for Am- 
bitions ſake, let us rejet Ambition, let us diſ- 
dain that thirſt of Honour and Renown, fo 
low and mendicant, that it makes us beg it of 
all forts of People : Be eſt iſta laus que poſe 
fit e macello peti £ What praiſe is that which is 

to be got in: the Market ? by abje& means, and 

at what cheap rate ſoever. *Tis diſhonour to 

f be ſo honour'd. Let us learn to be no more 
greedy, than we are capable of Honour. To 
be puff'd up with every Aion that is inno- 
cent, or of uſe, is only for ſuch with whom 
ſuch things are extraordinary and rare: They 
will valne, it as 1t coſts them. How much 
more 2_g0O d effect makes a noiſe, fo much I 
abate of the goodneſs of it 3 and enter into 
pition that 1t was more perform'd for noiſe, 
than upon the account of goodneſs. Being ex- 
por'd upon the ſtall, 'ris half fold. Thoſe Adti- 
ons have much more grace and luſtre, that flip 
from rhe hand of him that does them negli- 
D 4 vently, 
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Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book lg; | ( 
gently, and without noiſe : and: that ſome ho- 
neſt man after chooſes out, and raiſes from 
the ſhade to produce it to the light upon it 
own account. Mzhi quidem laudaliora viden- 
tur omnia, que ſine venditatione, & ſine popy- 
lo tefte fiunt. All things truly ſeem more lauda- 

| le to ze, that are perform d without oftentation, 
and without the teſtimony of the People. Says the 


| proudeſt man of the World, I had no care 
but to conſerve, and to continue, which are 
ſilent and inſenfible effe&s. Innovation is of 
oreat luſtre, but 'tis interdicted 1n this time, 
when we are preſsd upon, and have nothing 
to defend our ſelves from but Novelties. To 
forbear doing, is oft as generous as to do, but 
'tis leſs-in the light 3 and the little of good 
that I have in me is of this kind. In fine, occa- 
ſions in this Imployment of mine have been 
confederate with my Humour, and I thank. 
them for it. Is there any one who deſires tobe 
ſick that he might ſee his Phyſicians Practice? 
And would not that Phyſician delerve to be 
whip'd, who ſhould wiſh the Plague amongſt 
us, that he might pur his Art in pradtice ? [ 
have never been offthat wicked Humour, and 
common enough, to deſire that the trouble 
and diſorders of this City ſhould elevate and 
honour my Government ; I have ever willing. 
ly contributed all I could to their tranquility 
and eaſe. He who will not thank me for 
the order, ſweet and filent calm that has ac- | 
companied my Adminiſtration, cannot how- | 
ever deprive me of the ſhare that belongs to 
| ms 
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weby the title of my good Fortune. And I am | SIC 


of facha Compoſition.that I wonld as willivgly 
be bates as wiſe 3 and had rather owe my fuc- 
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eles purely to the favour of Almighty God, 
than to any induſtry or operation of my own, | 
[ had ſafficjently publiſh'd to the World my 
unficneſs for ſuch publick Offices z but I have 
ſomething in me yet worſe than 1ncapacity 5 
which is, that I am not much diſpleaſed at it, 
and that I do not much go- about to cure it, 
conſidering the courſe of Life that I have pro- 


-_ to my ſelf. Neither have I ſatisfied my 
elf 


in this Imployment, but I have very near 
arrived at what I expected from my own per- 
formance, and have yet much ſurpaſsd what 
[promiſed them with whom I had to do: For | 
[2m apt to promiſe ſomething leſs than what | \> 4" 


[am able to do,and than what I hope tomake- 
. I affure my ſelf that I have left no im-+ 


| prefſions of Offence or Hatred behind me,and 


to leave a regret or defire of me amongſt them. 
Lat leaſt know very well that I did never 
much affect it. | 


mene huic confidere monſtro, Vid, 
: L _ : ; 
Mere ſalis placidj vultum, finFuſque quictos 7, 

lenorare £2 


Would'ſt thou I ſhould a quiet Sea believe, Mr. 0gilhy: 
To this inconſtant monſter credit give ? 
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Of Cripples. 


The year "Fs now two or three years ago that they 

Ar ff madetheyearten daysſhorterin Fran, 
days ſhort 

er. How. many changes may we expect ſhould fol 

low this reformation ! This was properly re- 

moving Heavez and Earth at once ; and ye 

nothing for all that ſtirs from its place : ny 

neighbours till find their ſcaſons of ſowing 

and reaping, the opportunities of doing the 

buſineſs, with the hurtful and propitious days, 

juſt at the ſame time, where they had time out 

of mind aftign'd them. There was no more er: 

rour perceived in-our old uſance, than therey 

amendment found in this new alteration. $ 

great. an incertainty there is throughout; fo 

groſs, obſcure, and dull is our underſtanding 

'Tis ſaid, that this regulation might have been 

carried on with leſs inconvenience, by ſubſtr# 

Ring, according to the example of Aguſta, 

the Biſſextile, which is in ſome ſort a day of 

trouble, till we had exaQly fatisfied that debt; 

which-is not performd neither by this corre 

ion, and we yet remain ſome days 1n arrear; 

And yet by the fame means ſuch order might 

be taken for the future, ordering, that after 

the revolution of ſuch a year, or ſuch a nun 

ber of years, the ſupernumerary day might be 

alwayes thrown out, ſo that we could not 

henceforward erre above four and my 

Ours 
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© Bidbrs im our computatioſ, We have no other 
» Bgtounit of time but yeats 3 the World: has for 
any Ages made we of that only,.and yet it is 
staafure that to this day we are not agreed 
wen-4 ſuch a one, that we ſtill doubr what 
form other Nations have variouſly given to it, 
ad what was the true uſe of it, What does 
this ſaying of ſome meant, that. the Heavens in 
gowing old bow therhlelves down nearer 
towards us, and put us mto an vincertainty even 
ofhonts and days 2 And that which Plutarch 
fps of the Months, that Aſtrology had not in 
his time determin's of the niotion of the Moo? 
$0'what a fine condition are we in to keep 
Records of things paſt. I was juſt now rumi- 
mting, as I often do upon this, what a free 
ad toving thing humane judgment 1s. I or- 


dinatily ſee, that men, in things propos te 
#6, more wilhiygly ſtudy to Bad out the 
lon than to find out the Truth : they flip 
brer preſnppoſitions, but are curious in examb- 
mtion of corſequences. They leave the things 
ad fly to the caſes. Pleaſant praters ! The 
knowledge of Caufes does only concetnt him 
who'has the condu& of things, not us, who 
6 ofily to undergo them, and who perfectly 
tnve fall and accompliſh'd uſe of them accor- 
ding to our need, without penetrating into 
the Original and Efſence. Neither is Wine 
Wbre pleaſant ro bim that knows its firſt facul- 
1 i. On the contrary, both the Body and the 
Su} aker and interrupt the right they have 
bfche uſe of the World, and of themſelves, by 
oe mix- 


SERRA EI CC SoESSGEPPLESESBESSSESSTS, 


5, bas Ker SLE Be. " +404 
+ £4 I EE OWL OE rt ad ag 
3, 's HY 2 . ef 
r MY : 8 £ 
g * __ Fog” ” ny = 
A 


FP Gs; "3 WT, FP 
p $3 "$Þ vo S 
£2 TY "bs 
; 2-5 


Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book 
mixing with it the Opinion of Learning, :B&J4 
es concern us, but the means not at all- Hf 

determine, and to diſtribute appertain toy  « 

periority and command, as it does to ſubjef 
on to accept it. Let me reprehend our'Cy 
ſtom. 'They commonly begin thus : Howj 
ſuch —_ done £ Whereas they ſhould fx, 
. Is ſuch a thing done ? Our = Is able tg 
create a hundred other Worlds, and to find 
out the beginnings and contexture 3 it need 
neither Matter nor Foundation. Let it but fy 
on, it builds as well in the Azr, as on th 
Earth; and with Inanity as well as Matter, 


- 412 


dare pondus idonea funo 


I find that almoſt throughout we ſhould x 
there i no ſuch thing 3 and ſhould my ſelf 
make uſe of this anſwer, but I dare not : fa 
they cry that it is a defe&t produc from igns 
rance and weakneſs of Underſtanding. And{ 
am forc'd for the moſt part to juggle for Coy 
pany, and prate of frivolous and idle Subjet 
that I believe ne're a word of: Beſides that, 


this means we know the Foundations 
Means of things that never were 3 and the 
World ſcuifles about a thouſand Queſtjons, 

| T which 
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ch hap; tt. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, 413 
{which both the pro arid the con are falſe. It2 Cicero 


fuitthra' ſunt falſa veris ut precipitem locum non Ac0d.4 
ET... as . 

dbtat ſe ſapiens committere. Falſe things are ſo 

like the true, that a wiſe man ſhould not truſt 

Wnſelf apore the precipice. Truth and Lies are 

fed alike, their port, taſte, ' and proceedings 

ue the/ſame, and we look upon them with the 
ſie'Eye. I find that we are not only remiſs | 27,, +; <" 
in'defending our ſelves from deceit, but we 5 
ſk and offer our ſelves to be gull'd 3 we love 
t9-intangle- our ſelves in Vanity, as a thing | : 
whformable to our Being. I have ſeen the 

birth of many Miracles of my time, which al- 

though- they were abortive, yet have we not 

fil'd to fore-ſee what they would have come 

t, had they liv'd their full Age. Tis but 

finding the end of the Clxe, and a man may 

wind off as much as he will 3 and there is a 

feater diſtance betwixt 20thing, and the leaſt 

bing in the World, than there is betwixt that 

and the greateſt. Now the firſt that are imbu- 

& with this beginning of Novelty, when they 

K out their Hiſtory, End, by oppolitions they 

met with, where the difficulty of perſwaſion 

lies, and ſo caulk' that place with ſome falſe 4 
piece. Beſides thaty I»fita hominibus libidine | < £2, :4/» iſ 
dendi de induſtria rumores, Men havigg a na- | 
taral-deſtre to nouriſh Reports, we naturally | +; [ 
make  oe# i k reſtoring what has Lon | R) 

kent us, without ſome uſury and acceſs of our | | 
fubſtance. Particular Error, firſt makes the | | 
pablick' Error, and afterwards, in turn, the | 
Publick Error makes the particular one 3 » 
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614 Seigyeur de Mantaigne's &f#3-. . 'Bogk if bi 

--. 4 this vaſt Fabrich' goes. forming and; oy. 14 

* funding it Gf fram hand: to hand, fog 
the remoraſt Teſtigany. is better, inſtd 
than choſe that are nearaſt:; andthe loſt hy, 
form'd better perfwaded thas the &irlt :\ "Thy 
aataral, progreſs. For whoever believes gp 
thing, chinks it a work. of Charity 48 :perſuge 
In&ther/ into the ſame opmian; Which gh 
better to do, he will make no difficulyd 
__ adding as much of his, own Invantien,. pl 
cangciyes necellary to encounter the reblk 
a want of Conception he meets wathg 
Jhers. I wy ſelf, who make 2 great canlcimg 
of lyivg, anil am not very follicitous of gipity 
greditand authority to what I ſay, do yet find 
ahat in the Arguments I bavye in hand, bggy 
heated with the oppoſition of another, po 
be Proper heat of my own narration, , I {we 
"and puffup my ſabje& by Voice, Motion, VF 
| _ -and force of Wards; and moreover; hy 
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oy (ap. 11 Seigreny de Montaigne's Bfſayr. 415 

| te, and Sword. 'Tis ill lack tobe at tha © 2/28 

+ | that the beſt couch of Truth, muſt be the wul- 
1 © titde of Belicyers in a crowd, where the num- 
in. 087 of fools ſo much exceeds the wiſe. @ueſf oicer de - | 
is | 


f 


vero quidguem fit tavs valde, quam nil ſapere wyl- divi. 1. 2. 
a 4 _ Capi af ves eng 
we if (re. As if any thing were ſo common 45 Igno- Dei, lib. 6, 
the þ (49%: The multitude of Fools is a proteGion to 0 
ww the Wiſe.. _— bard 'to o—_— A _ 
ment againſt the common Opinions. The firf 

wa perſwation taken from the very SubjeQ: it ſelf 

pollefles = _— = from that, it __ 

it {elf to the wiſe, under the authority of the 
ark and antiquity of ny Witneſſes For 

wy part, what I ſhould not believe from one, 
I . 1d not believe from a hundred and one; 

md do not judge Opinions by the years. Tis 
not long fince, one of our Prizces, wm whom 
the Gout had ſpoil'd an excellent Nature, and 

fitely Diſpoſition, ſuffer'd himſelf to be fo 

arr perſwaded with the report was made of 
the wonderful Operations of a certain Prieſt, A Prieſt 
that by words and geſtures cur'd all forts of ay forts of 
Diſeaſes, as to go a long Journey to ſeek him Diſeaſes by 
Ms and by the hon of his «FT for — 
ame time, ſo perſwaded, and Jay'd his Legs 
rw as tO obain that _— _ _ they 

d a long time forgot. Had Fortune heap 

fire or Gy ſfach like Accidents, it had hom 

wy {Dough to have brought this Miracle into Na- 

re. There was after diſcover'd ſo much S7me- 
Bifc#y, and fo little Art in the ArchiteGare of 
a) {ach Operations, that they were thought too 
Ire, con- 
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416 Stignewr de Montaigne's Efſeys. Book tf 
contemtible to be putiiſhd,as would bethoughy 
12395 'of moſt ſuch things, were they well examiny 
Seneca. | Miramur ex ititervallo fallentia. We admire g 
ag ® diſtance things that decerve. So doesour fight | 
L) repreſent to vs ſtrange Images at diſtance, thy 
Cret.6bg.) Vaniſh in approaching near. Nunquam ad h. 
3 4 quidum fama perducitur. Fame is never broy 
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fo be clear. 'Tis to be wonder'd at, from hoy 
. many idle beginnings, and frivolous cauſy 
fuch famous iniprefſions commonly proceg. 
This it is that obſtruQs the information ; (| 
whilſt we feek out the Cauſes, and the 
and weighty ends, worthy of ſo greata Nas 
we loſe the true ones. They eſcape our ſigh 
by their littleneſs : And in truth, a prudent, 
diligent, and ſabtle Inquiſition 1s requird i 
ſuch ſearches 3 indifferent, and not prepoſ 
ſeſsd. To this very hour all theſe Miracles al 
ſtrange Events have conceal'd themſelves fraff ; 
Thc" y me; I have never ſeen greater Monſter or Milf | 


; racle in the World than my ſelf: a-wan grom 4 
e231) Grtiar with all ſtrange things by time ail t 
 . cuſtom; but the more [ frequent, and thebeF : 


| 
| 
: 
: 
| 
ter I know my ſelf, the more does my om | 
deformity aftoniſh me,' and the leſs I under +1 
. ſtand my ſelf} The principal right of advaf} -} 
wn; 79s producing ſuch Accidents 1s reſervi , 
to Fortune. Riding the other day throught 4 
Village, about two leagues from my Fouls 8 
found the Place yet hot with the rumourdſ 
a Miracle lately hapned there, wherewith i -.u 
Neighbour-hood had been ſeveral Monthsamifj © 
ſed, and lo, that neighbouring Provences begaif .© 
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oht in Tport 
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and Underſtanding, and from domeſtick Ie 
ares, proceeded to publick \Preachings, hi: 
tig themſelyes tinder the Altar of the hurch, 
never ſpeaking but by Night, and forbidding 
lent light to he brought, words which tende 


dif to: the Conyerfion. of the World, and Threats 
po] of the day. of, Judgment (for theſe are ſubjed 

aol under the Authority and Reverence of which 
foall Impoſture dogs moſt ſecurely -lurk and, lye 


Mj conceal'd ) and: thence proceeding|to vitious 
en and. odd Geſtures, ſo ſimple and ridiculous, 
of A nothing could hardly be ſo groſs and con- 
bel temprible amongſt little Children : Yet had 
Fortune never ſo little favourd the defign, 
:yho knows to what height this juggling might 
have atlaſt arriy'd 2 Theſe poor Devils are at 
preſent. in Priſon, arid are like ſhortly to pay 
8 for their Folly, and I know not whether ſome 
8 Judge may not alſo make them fmart for his. 
| e fee clearly in this which is diſcover'd, but 


| 1n many things of the like nature, that exceed 

/our knowledge, I am of Opinjori, that. we 

.ought to (ſpend: orir Judgment, and to keey 
p 
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Chijh 2d, Seqgrenr de Montdignes Efaysy, 43g 
In avy younger pears, a Repory of a proceſs that 
oy x Counſellor of Thoxloyſe put olit in 
pricit, off a/ ſtravge accident of two men, who 
ed. thernſelves the. one for the other. I 
retember {ard I bardly remember any thing 
elſe ) one x + m—_ 0 pong apr m- 
Se of hint whom be J*lo'd 9. Bo. * 
& wonderful, and {© far inconding bath _ 
e. and his ewn, who was the Judge, 
that I thought'it a very bold Sentence that 
amndemn'd hit to he hang'd. Let us take up 
ſome fore of Arreſt, that ſays, The Court ar- 
—_ nothing of the matter 3 more freely 
pd ingeniowfly than 'the Arcopagites did,, who 
&nding themſelves perplex'd with a Cauſe they 
ewld not unravel, order'd the Parties to ap- 
jaar 2g8i0 afier a hundred years. The Witches 
& my Neighbourhood run a bazard of their 
Lives upon the intelligence of every new Au- 
thir that will give xesl body to his Dreams. 
To accommedae the Examples that Holy Writ 
wes vis of (ach things, moK certain, and irre- 
able Examples, and to tye them to our 
modern Events,being we neather ſee the Cau- 
ſe,nor the rears, will require another fort of 
Wit thanours. It peralventure only appertains 
© that fole all-polert Teſtimony, to 1&ll us, 
This is, and that is, avd not that other. God 
Gaght ito:-be believ'd, and certainly with-very 
Reaſon 3 bnt riot one amongſt us for all 
, who 1s aſtomſh'd at his own Narration, 
and he muſt of neceſſity be aſtoniſh'd, if he 
Hot out of his Wits ) whether he 1mploy it 
E e 2 . about 
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Pliny. 


63 103 
Tr 


©3 them. Who will eſtabliſh his Diſcourſe byas 


Sicail,Ser, Contradidtors. Videantur ſant, non affirmentt 


been known to accuſe themſelves of the Mur- 


« from it, theſe have much the advantage. To 


.Selgnent de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book If) 
about other mens affairs, or againſt himſelf, ] 
am plain and rude, and ſtick to the main point; 
and' that which '1s moſt likely, avoiding thoſe 
antient reproaches, - Majorem fidem bowing 
adhibent iis que non intelligunt. Cupidine by: 
mani ingenii libentins obſcura creduntur. Mey 
are moſt apt to believe what. they leaſt under. 


ſtands and through the luſt of humane Wit, o- 
ſeure things are more eaſily credited. I lee very 


well that men are angry, and that I am for- 
bidden to doubt upon. pain of execrable In- 
juries. . A new way of perſwading Mercy for 
Gods ſake. I am not to be cuff'd into belief 
Let them be angry with thoſe who accuſe their 
Opinion of falſity, I only accule it of difficul. 
ty and boldneſs; and condemn the oppoſite 
affirmation equally, if not ſo imperiouſly with 


thority and huffing, diſcovers his Reaſon tol 
very weak. For a verbal and ſcholaſtick alte- 
ration, let them have as much apparence as their 


-m20do, But in the real conſequence they draw 


kill men, a clear and ſhining light is requirt; 
and our life 1s too real and eſſential to wat 
rant theſe ſupernatural and fantaſtick Accidents 
As to Druggs and Poyſors, T throw them out 
of my count, as being the worſt ſorts of hom 
cides : yet even 1n this, 'tis ſaid, that men art 
not always to infiſt upon the proper confeſſ 
ons of theſe People: for they have ſometime 
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vigant accuſations, I ſhould be apt to ſay.that 
It 1s ſufficient a man, what recommendation 
ſoever he may have, be believed in humane 
thivgs 3 but of. what is beyond his Concepti- 
on, and of ſupernatural effe&, he ought then 
only to be believ'd, when authoriz'd by a ſas 


pernatural Approbation. The priviledge it has - 


pleas'd Al-righty God to give to ſome of our 
' Witneſſes, ought not to be lightly communi- 
cated and made cheap. I have my Ears batter'd 
with a thouſand ſuch ffizz-flams as theſe, Three 
fw him ſuch a day in the Eft, three the next 
day in the Weſt; at ſuch an hour,in ſuch a place, 
and in ſuch habit; in earneſt,I ſhould not be- 
lieve my ſelf. How much more natural and like- 
ly do I find it that two men ſhould lye, than 
that one man in twelve hours time ſhould fly 


with the wind from Eaſt to Weſt > How much 4 |» 


more natural, that our Underſtanding ſhould 
be carried from its place by the volubility. of 
our diſorder d Minds, than. this, that one of 
us ſhould be carried by a {trong Spirit upon 
a Broom-ſtaff, Fleſh and Bones as we are, up 
the ſhaft of a Chimney ? Let not us ſeek illu- 
fionts from without and unknown, who are 
perpetually agitated with Illuſions domeſtick 
and-our own. Methinks a man is pardonable * 
in diſbelieving a Miracle, as much at leaſt,as 
he can divert and elude the verification by. no 
wonderful. ways. And I.am of St. Auguſtine's 
Opinion:3./ that 'tis better. to lean : towards 
V1.2; ; Ee2 donbt 


L 


ther of Perſons who- have afterwards been 
found livin and well. In theſe other extra» s 2p 6; £5 
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24> Sejgytur de Momdipric's Effays, Book th 
donbe than aſſurance, 5n things hard to prove 
ail Yangerow to believe. 'Tis-now ſome year 
ap, that 1 travel 'd through the Territories bf 
a Sovereign Price , who in wy favour, and 
to ab#re my meredulity, did me the honouy 
to let rhe Tee in his own preſence, and in a pay 
tieular place, ten or twelve priſoners of this 
kind, and amongſt others, an-old Hag, a rej 
Witeh, in foulneſs and deformity, who | 
had been famons in that Profeffion. 1faw 
proofs and free confefſions, and 1 know net 
witch- whit inſenfiblemark upon the miſerable Cray 
mark wipes + T exminhrrd nnd tailed with her and th 
reſt as much and as long as 1 would; and mady” 
che beſt and foundeft Obfervations { cond, 
ap #5 ; riehet am 1 a man to ſuffer my Judgment & 
captivated by prepo 5 and 2n theend, 
| ſhonld in yoke Longs ſooner have preſoribld 
Liviv. Yhern Hellebore than Hemlock, Captiſque ves py 
| » mentihus,quam ronſceleratic ſimilis viſa. Tik 
was rather to be attributed to mudneſs! the 
Maire. Fetice has correRtion proper for ſuch 
MalaSies. As tothe Oppoſitions and Argy 
moetits that honeſt men have ade ime, both 
there and oft in other places; 1 have met with 
nofte 'that Have cohvincd me, and that have 
not 2drrfitted n more Hikely folation than theit 
cotichifions. I is true imdeed, that the Py 
and Reafons that are founded upon wor be 
Ence 4nd matter-of Tat, 1 doug 
to untye, neither have they any xp 
tie, as Alexcurder 414 the Gordian knot. 
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> cauſe a man 


u 
& 70A mga CS aret old by ſeyeral 
mp uIe4ld rticularly 3; ne ut; gs p 
| fed that eing more. 5. Eats he: 
an men uſually rk, be fancied himſelf to be 
Mere, and that he ſerv'd'the Souldiers for 2 
warpter 5 and what he | fa ancied himſelf to be, 
orally proyd. If Meier dream fo mate” 
if dreams can ſometimes {o' i incorpo- 
rate Ju ſelves with effeds, I c cannot believo 
g ercfre our Wills ſhould be'accounts: 
to Juſtice ; ; - which I fay, N A man, wh 
ither J»dge nor Prizy- Wu ; and 
Acne my { af by many degri unwarthy 
(0 be, but a man of the' common ſort born, 
yow'd to the qbedience of the publick 
caſon, both in its wards and a&s. He that 
ould record my idle talk to the prejudice c of 
Ne malt paltry Law, Opi zar,, or Cyſton of 
his Pariſh, would do himlelf a a great deal of 
yrong, and me much more. For n whatl ſay, 
[ warrant no other cxrrainty, but that 'tis 
what I bad then in my Thought. Tumultuous 


f wayering Thqught. All T fay is by way 
& 


Diſcourſe, and nothing by way of Advice. 


Ie puget, ut iftos, fateri neſcire, quod neſci- Ces E 


Neither am . thewd, 4s they are, to con- 
gvorance of what I do not know. 1 
Ny t {pe peak. ſo boldly, if i it. were iny due 
E beliey' d. And fo I told a great man, 


=. complain'd of the tareneb and coments ion 
LY mes Perceiving you to, be ready Y, 
prepar'd. on 908 pi part, I propoſe | to you | 

e 4 the 
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the other, with. all the diligence *and' care] 
Fan, ro clear yapr Judgment, not to oblige it 


and ſome extraordinary titillation -to - thok 
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. 11. * Sejgnenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


who were at the ſport 3 but that I have lately 


their impetfeRion, their due aliment, it falls 


425 


MT Te, which Iys, that the Legs and Thighs | 
flame Women, not receiving, by reaſon of 


out, that the genital Parts above, are fuller - 


and better ſupplied, and much more vigo- 


tous. Or elſe, that this defe& hindring the Ex- 


erciſe, they who are ingag'd in it, leſs diſperſe 
their forces, and come more intire to the ſports 


of Venus. Which alſo is the Reaſon why the X) 
Greeks decryed the Women-weavers, as being woman 


X 


more hot than other Women, by reaſon of wearers _ 


their. ſedentary Trade'z which they do with- 79 lui 


ont any great motion or exerciſe of the bo- other 
dy. What is it we may not reaſon of at this V9 


rate? I might alſo ſay of theſe, that this Jog- 
ging their Breeches, whilſt ſo fitting at work, 
rotzes and provokes their defire, as the ſwin- 
ping and jolting of Coaches does that of our 
ies, Do not theſe Examples ſerve to make 
good what I (aid at firſt, that our Reaſons of- 
ten anticipate the Effet, and have.ſo infinite 
an extent of JuriſdiQtion, that they judge and. 
exerciſe themſelves, even in Inanity, and where 
there is no Being ? Beſides the flexibility of 
our invention to forge Reaſons of all ſorts of 


ent and common Ute of this Proverb, I have for- 


merly made my ſelf believe, that I have had 
More Pleaſurein aWoman by reaſon ſhe was not 


ſtrait, 


« 42.£T 03 If 


Dreams, our Imagination is equally facile to re- 
ceive too oily by very frivolous Ap- 
parences. For, by the ſole authority of the anci- 


X) 


Ld 


ws Fare WO Be 4 Do ok &: 637 3 
; : RY 


frnls, and COP en ol 
Eg ? rec that defax- 
DY- ty amongſt he aye Bl zh alle, i 
po ich hjs DNIPZ y ifs IH edn 1 =. INC 

2 ſays, he has obſerv that 9 al 
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| ber to Antigongs 3 F * 20 4 
4 gc r yd he3 give my 
> Sly 4 Teen aid the oth : that # not 4 
. Preſent befting a Cynick: 


Virg. Georg, Seu plures calor Hle vias, & ceca relaxat 

bbs Spiramenta novas veniat qua ſuccus in herb : 
Seu durat magis, & vengs aftringit biantes, 
Ne texyes pluvie rapidive potentia ſalis 
Acrior, ant Boree pepetrabile fri gu adurat. 


Mr. 0g:1y, Whether from this new force and nouriſhment 
The Earth receives, or c}{c all venom ſpent 
By fire, and froth ſuperfluous moiſture fiveat, 
Or many dark hid breathings'lax'd by heat, 
By which frefh ſap the ſpringi ng Cornfiſtain, 
Or more condens'd it binds the” gaping Veins, 
Leſt 
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- ſoaking ſhow'rs,or SoF's more potent Beam, 
x Boreas piercing old ſhould wither them. 


Ogni medaglia bg il fue reverſe. Rpery Medal 
bas its reſerve. This 1s the reaſc «> Clits- 
au4 ſaid of 01d, that Carneader bad out-done 
| cry of Hercales, in baying fixt the gon- 
of men, that is $0 fay, bar Ipinzon, and 
the Liberty of judging. This { ſtrong fan- 
& of Carmeades, (prung in wy OQpiniop ancj- 
extly from -the impudence of thoſe who made 
Proeflion of Knowledge, and their immeaſu- i - 
ble jFronons, was ſet to fale with * 1-4<6f 
ather Slaves, t} er axkd the firſt what : 
kd do wi to enbance his own yalue, 
ad Monntalgs and Miracles, faying, he 
Tould do this, and that, and I know not what ; 
the ſecand as much of himſelf and more : 
ATED to Eſop's turn, and that he was 
N ak wg g, laid Fo 
or the two have taken #p a re me, i | 
4 do every thing. So has it ” pned in yp 4 \ LV. 
] : Thepride of thole who 
PACItY of all things to humane 
Wit, creed 3 1n others, out of ſpite and Emy- 


lation, this Opinion, that it is capable of no- 

- | tbing. The one maintain the fave EXtream in 

; Incemer that the others do in Knowledge. 

o make it undeniably manifeft that man is 

' inoedearate thraughout, " ive no.cther po- 

_ | five Teromnce Jon that of Neceflity, and the 
? hin of Abiluy to pol favther. k 
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q Seignear de Montaigne' Bffiye 
CHAP. Xl 

& Of Phyſagrony. 

Am all the Opinions we have are de. 


rivd from Authority, and taken vpay 
truſt; and 'tis not amiſs. We could not chook 


worſe than by our ſelves in ſo weak an 4g, 
This Image 'of Socretes his Diſcourſes, which 
his Friends have tranſmitted to us, we approye 
upon no other account, but merely the reye. 
rence to publick Approbation. "Tis not ac 
cording to our own knowledge, they are nc 
after our way. If any thing of this kind 
ſhould ſpring up new, few men would value 
them. We diſcern not the graces otherwiſe 
than by certain features, touch'd up, and ills 
ſtrated by Art. Such as glide on in their own 
Purity and Simplicity, eafily eſcape ſo: groſa 
ſight as ours 3 they have a delicate and con- 
ceal'd Beauty, ſuch as requir'd' a clear and py 
rified fight to diſcover ſo ſecret a light. Is not 
Simplicity, as we-accept it, Coſin-german to 
Folly, and a Quality of reproach 2 Socraty 
makes his Soul move a natural and common 
motion. A country Peaſant ſaid this, a Woman 


ſaid that, he has never any thing in his Mouth, 
but Carters, Joiners, Coblers, and Maſons. Thek 


are induQions and fimilitudes drawn from the 
moſt common and known Aﬀions of -men, 
every one underſtands them. We ſhould-ne- 
ver have entertain'd the Nobility. and Splen- 
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dor of his admirable Conceptions:. under fo 


I vilea form 3 we, I fay, who think all things 
, —_— 


; | low and flat, that are not elevated by :Learn- 
- H= who diſcern no riches but in pomp | - 


tt 
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] and ſhew. This World of 6urs is only form'd 


for Oſtentation. Men are only pufid up with 
Wind, and are bandied too and fro like Ten- 
fis-Balls. This man propoſes to himſelf no 
yain ahd idle 'Fancies, his deſign. was to fur- 
fiſh us with Precepts and things that more 
rally and fitly ſerve to the uſe of. Life : 


ſervare modum, finemque.tenere, - 
Naturamque ſequi 


To keep a. mean, his end ſtill to obſerve, _ 
And from the Laws of Nature ne're to ſwerve, 


He was alſo always one and_the ſame, and 
ras d himſelf not by ſtarts, but by complexion, 
to the higheſt pitch of vigour 5 or to ſay bet- 
ter, he exalted nothing, . but rather brought 
down, and reduc'd all aſperities and difficulties 
to their original- and natural Condition, and 
ſubjected their power : for in Cato 'tis moſt 
manifeſt, that there is a proceeding extended 
fir beyond the common ways of ordinary 
men. In the brave exploits of his Life, and in 
his Death, we find him always mounted upon 


his manag'd Horſes. Whereas this man always 


creeps upon the ground, and with a ſlow and 
otdinary pace, treats of the moſt uſefull Diſ- 


courſes, and bears himſelf through both at his 


Death, 


(hap. 22. Seignent de Montaigne's Eſſays. 329, 


af 02g" 


| Lucan, L 2; 
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| Socrates 
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ont: and he niceſt travorſts that woals 
prefent thethfelves in the! courſe of Hhunmatie 
Life. I hes hen one woe, 0 be prota 


- of wi 


YHhy <J 
we have the in6lt A nib e 3 be by 
b&eh pri/d ito by the moſt clear-ſighred mit 
that ever were: The Teſtithonies we liateef 


Hin att: #iHnitalte both in Fidelity and-Know 
"Tis # great thing that he was ab 


to order the pure Imaginittions of a Child hn 


without altering, or wreſting them, he hy 


* thereby product the moſt bemniful effeds of | 


a humane Soul. He prefetity it not eithee cle. 
vated or rich, he only repreſents it ſound, bit 
certartily with x brigk and ſpritely Health, 

theſe common and natural Springs, by thik 
vulgar and ordinary Fancies, Dn 

mov'd, -or ning wy buftle in the Bund 

he'ſet 4p, riot 'otily che moſt regular, bur 
toft high and vigerous Bolicy- Ait;ons, and 
Mitmers thatever wee, Tk he who brought $9 
atam from Fleaven, where the loſt ther ah: 
bntmttteWildotn, to refterther vo 92, when £Ys” 
in'ber'moſt juſt andl grexteft bulmeſs lies. Sn N 
Hitn plead before His Jadges, do but ovien ſſ 
by- reaſons He'rowres his Courage to th || 
hatitls of War; with What Arguments he fur by 
YHits His Patience againft Calumny, 'Tyrany, vo 
Death, and the perverſeneſs of tis Wite: nd 
will 'fitid nothing 'in lM this 'borrow'd from 
Apts ant Sciences. The fimpleſt may theredll- i! th 


cover 'their own means and power 5 tis nt | 
"F poſſible} 


42. iid eta 3 Bags, 
gi hinge Gr 26 creey more low. 
te Has dotje Rurnidne Nature 4 pre: kindneſt 
DETHE Wt. w0Vy irach it can to of it fel 
it We 2 rail fit 6h borrow and 't6 buy _ 

uot: -vibiS ore to mike aſe bf 

| 11 ltr OWN. Men tan in noting 
{a if coAofrh himſelf to His riter Neeefllity, 
FPxſiite; Wealth, a6d Power, Ye grafps Ut 
wok& that he &#o H6Md 5 bis greedifnefs 1s ine 
afible of rh6derttion. And Ind thatin ob 
lofty of kiiowiiig he is the fande 3 he con 
Mnſetf 6ift thote Work than he aan do, uni 
ire that! He H&eds to 46 : ExeenBing the ath- 


: Tiff aro tpibineenteſep oviey- 
_ This, 5 of tots y'thing olfe, We 

Wwnrd 41fo be Rk of the itepperavce-of Leltess. 
Md TH47t45 has Perſon #0 Comment The tMie- 
wet of Ax#5c014, for Having boron mig ntns 
0'Os to Violent appetite of earning, 'Tish 
WT Qbly confiderd, which has ink, whe 
pbods of MENHAIVe, ai\prent deal of vant- 
Xt 'of proper aþd natural weakneſs, ard 
Es very dear: 'Y the a firion of * yt 


"For n other things, what we' Have 
p t We cirty hoe in Tome veel, 'ard 
7 Bive Tiberty to Exathine Sur tharkets, 
Þ hh it-coſts, 'and \whit "tis worth, ac- 
oy to the Seaſon; but St##ces we'eah 
Very firſt beſtow into mo dther vellel 
In tlie Soul; 'wefivallow md. 
an 


=" - 
4 mY 4. 
> > wa 
* 4 
Lang ”- a 
= ned 


” 
- 


= TS — _ he ns 5T28gS8Sery et mon — ; 4 


,-M 
— 
ED 


433 


GO 


j of 8 fir as'the Witter. "Og Senece, 


Eprft. 106. 2.9 85 


X) 


SO > 08 les, 


437 Seigntur de hddenndghes Bar | | 
and return from the market, either already, 
2p R. 85 fected or amended.: There are. of ſuch forsa | 
only -burthen and over-charge the. Fr 
fiead of nouriſhing; and. moreover, fome, th 
nnder colour of curing, pgpſon us. 
pleas'd, in place where I ave been, to Fo: 
1n Devotion. vow Ignorance-as well as Cha 
'y,. Poverty, and Penitence. Tis alſo a 
of our unruly Appetites, tg.blunt this cupidiy || | 
that ſpurs us on. to the ſtudy. of Books, and to 
deprive the-Soul of this yoluptuons compl 
cency,/ that-tickles us 'with the Opinion, of 
Knowledge. And 'tis plenarily to Coupe 
the Vow. of: Poverty to add unto 1t that of the 
"> Mind. We need not be taught to live at ou 
 --* eaſe, And-Socrates tells us, that it is in us,yith 
the way how. +o find it, and the .manner hoy 
x) to.uſe it. All, theſe Acquiſitions , of ours, 
h which'exceed our natural Ones; are upon tix - 
matter ſuperfluous and vain, 'Tis.much if 
.do not- more burthen and cumber ys than: 
Pidew, \:&o us good. Paucis opus oft. literis- ad ment 
| bonare. A: man of good natural Parts, andi 
"000d Diſpoſition, has no great need of Learnin 
-Tis a:feveriſh, exceſs of the Mind 3 a temps 
ſtuous-and nnquiet Inſtrument. Do but rey 
Jet your ſelf, and you will find .in your 
natural Arguments againſt Death, which a 
true, and. more-proper, and fit to ſerve y 5 | 
time of neceflity. 'Tis they that make a 
ſant, and an intire People dye with as mi 
:eonſtancy, as a Philoſopher. Should I have dl: 
Jels $ cocrenully! þefore I had read ps ll - 
enlant! 
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Bromo te with new. —_ againſt - | 
| ks Inconyeniences, has more imprinted "1 
1g.qur. fancies their weight and grandeur, an 1 
7 WO Hnckes ubtilties. to ſecure. us | 
them? They/are ſubtilties indeed, with, which - 
oft alarms. us to little purpoſe, Do butiob- | 
rve, how. many flight and frivolous; and if. 
neerly examind,. how, .many incorporeal ;Ar- 

ents the, cloſeſt and wiſeſt Authors ſcatter 
Fo one good. one. They. are no other but 
quirks and fallacies to amuſe and gull us. But 
Ir-as muchas it may be- with ſome profit, I 
ll. ſift it. no: further. Many'of that ſort are | 
here and there diſperſtupand down this Trea- | 
tiſe, either upon þorrowing, or by i imitation } 


therefore onghs 3; man to take 2 betle hands 
-Not to tnat F; 


Whiting, and that folid, which is only ; quick, | 
..or-thar good; which is 'only fine. 2ue magis Thus, hb. 5; 
drſtata quam potata deleFant 5 Which more de- ; 
of light 3: taſting, than in being drank off. Every : 
'Þ 3hing that pleaſes does not nouriſh. Ub; now Ser. Tiſh 
Winger? ſed animi negotiune agitur. Where the 
| queſtion is not chow improving the Wit, but bet- 
mY the Os fern, To {ce the buſtle 
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"oli Fete As - pawns | 
" en keeps'4o fortific bitnſelf againſt | 
Dent to ſee him ſo ſweat and pent to harden 
and encour2ge himfelf, arid bate ſo long upon 
the-Pgrch, would have leflen'd his Reputation 
with me, had the not very bj | | 
It '46'the laft.: His'ſo ardent and frequent ag) 
| rations diſcover that'he was in' himſelf impe- | 
Seneca, ads and: Þallionate. Magn: aninms remif. 
Epift. 115. fonts Toguitnr, i Jecurins « Now off alin jag | 
atits: Hifiivo coloy. A Conrage | 
(7) andl yore' arch, Th-4 # and yo 
wear one-end'the ſame "Lovey. He'tmaſth 
convine'd -at- his own expence. And he- dog: 
inſorme ſort diſcover that ” was hard in ; 
EM -Sen: 3 by his Enemy. Phitare's way, 
its more 'ddainful,; -and farther Preech'd, i, 
ininy opinion, {o-much more manly and pt 
ſaaſive : and 1'am apt to believe, that his Soil 
had more” aſſar'd and more regular motiori, 
'The one-more'{harp, pricks atd makes us ſtart, 
ard” more touthes the Sonl 4 the other mory 
ſolid, ififorms, eſtabliſhes, conſtamly foppen 
5; and Wore'tonches the Underſtanding, That 
. raviſhes the Judgment, this wins it. 1 have 
likewiſe feen other Writings yet' more reve- 
 rencd than theſe, that-in the'repreſentation of 
che conflict they maintain againſt the” Tempts 
tions of the fleſh, depaint-rhein {> ,b 
powerful-and invingbble, that awe our' ave, 
who are of the meaner fort of the People, are 
as much to wonder at the ſtrangeneſs and un- 
known -force of "their t tion, as at their 
velilhanee, To what end fo we'ſo vat 
; ves 
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- ſelyes with this barges of Phuloſephy © Let us 
look down upon. the poor People that we ſee 
ſcatter'd upofi the face of the Earth, prone 
and interit upon their Buſineſs, | chat neither 
know Arsflatle, nor Cato, Example, nor Pre- 
ret. Eyen from theſe does Natere every day ;* 
extract of Conſtancy and Pecan 
we and manly than thoſe we lo nquificively 
ry in the 8choo/s. How many do I ordina- 
cily ſee, who flight Poverty? how many that 
© = rr wot mnder wr 
eat? He that s now digging io my Garden, 
'u.gre Morning buried hs Father, or his-80n. 
8 The very names by which ie), 
fnccten | 


ra vr Aeon. > 
and grievous indeed, when they lrinder their 
ordinary Labour 3 and they never keep their 
Beds, but to dye. Simplex ills, & aperta vir- Specs. 
tw in obſeuram, & ſolenter ſeientian! verſe oft. #95 
That plain and ſimple Virtue 3s converted into 
us obſcure and cunning Knowledge. I was wri- 
ting this abont a time when a great Ioad of 
our inteſfine troubles for ſeveral Months lay 
with alt its weight upon me. I had the Prey 
2&;my Door on .one fide, and the free-hooters, 
worſe Enemies than they, on the other ; Not Seneca 
aa, fd uitiis, certatur ; and underwent all 
forts. of Military Injuries at once. 
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Hoſtis adeft dextra lava vis 3 Davis tiavindas, | 
 Vicinoque malo terret utrumque latzs, © 


On-euher hand an Enemy alarms, | 
And threatens both ſides with injurious arms 


A-monſtrous War! Other Wars are bent againſ 
onus this againſt it ſelf; and:deſtroys i 
{elf with its own Poyſon.. "Tis of fo malignant 
and rninous a nature, that it ruines it ſelf with 
the:reſt; and'with its own rage mangles-and 
tears.it ſelf to pieces. We ofter ſee it diſſolve 
of it ſelf,» than thorough ſcarcity of any ns 
ceſlary_ thing, or by force of the Enemy, : All 
Diſcipline evades it. It comes to compoſe Se 
dition, and is.it ſelf fall of it 3 Will chaſtize 


 +Diſobedience, and it ſelf is the Example 3 and, 


Plutarch, - © 


FEneid. 
lth. 12. 


ewploy'd for the defence of the Laws, rebell 
againſt thoſe of our own. What a Condition 
are we in? Our Phyſick makes us ſick. 


| Notre mal s empoiſonne 
_ 1... Du ſeconrs quion Iuy donne. 


' Such is our fate, that our Diſcaſe 
Our Remedies do till increaſe. 


Y | exuperat magis, egreſcitque wedendo, 
_ His Phyſich makes him worſe, and ficker ſtil, 


Catullus, 


Omnia fanda nefanda malo permiſta furore, 
Tuſtificam nobis mentems averttre Deorum. 


Right 


- Seigneur de Montaigne's Eeys. Book It | 
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L Chap. 12. - Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. A237 
Right and wrong, ſhuffled in this Civil War, 
Have rob'd us of the Gods proteQting care. 


In the beginning of Popular Maladies, a man « E <V: 

may diſtinguiſh the ſound from the ſick; but 

- when they come to continue,as ours have done, 

of the whole body is then infefted from head to 

$it | foot,and no part is free fromCorruption. For _ '@ c DD 
there is no Air that men fo greedily draw in, ; 
for Jia it RF foloon; and that penetrates 

| b deep as that of Licexce. Our Armies only + 
ſubſiſt, and are kept together by the cement of 


at 

ith 

nd 

Ive 

Ns rs; for of French there is now. no con- 
- ſtantand regular Body of an Army to be made, 
[8 
Vs 
0d, 
ll 
ON 


What a ſhame it is? there is no more Diſci- 

pline but what we learn from borrow'd-Soul- - 

diers. As to us our ſelves, our 'Condutt is at 
diſcretion, and not of the Chief, but every 

one at his own; the General has a harder game 

to play within than he has without : In the 

Word of Command to march, draw up, wheel, 

and the _ obey bim _ but all the 

reſt is diflolute and free. It pleaſes me to ob- x 2p q=" 


wardiſe 


vile ways 1t muſt arrive at its end, but: withall, "Ry E) 


e, | habit conſent and imitation. We had 1ll con- - 
tnivd Souls enow, without ſpoyling thoſe that 
were generous and good ; ſo that if we hold 

| " "eh on, 


a3s Seigneur de Montaights Efays, Book Wh 
on, there will not tenain any with whom « | 
intruſt the health of this State pf outs, in ca 
Fortune chance to reſtore it. 5 


Virgil. Hance ſakem everſo juvenen ſuccnrrere ſecls 
Georg. |. i. | Ne probibete — fe ? 


Mr- 0gilty, Ah! for young Ceſar now your ſelves eng 
That he again repait this ruin'd Age. yh- 


020v- What is become of the old Pre That Soul 


| Wiers ought more to fear the: ef, than th 
An Orch-| Ewerry £ And that wonderful Example, that 


rooted Pf an Orchard being inclosd within the precind 
clorduith- Of @ Camp of the Romar Arp, was ſeen nt 
inches Ko. edge the next day in the ſamecot 
left un- | ditioH, niot an pple though ripe and delicats, 
act to! being pull'd oft, but all left 0 he Poſieſlor) 
Re Poe 3 cold Wiſh that- our Youth, inſtead of the 
ef tithe they ſpend in leſs fruitful Travels, and 
les Honourable Imployments, would beſtow 
one half of that time in being an Eye-witneh 
of Nzval Exploits,ander ſome good Captain of 
Mafte, and the other half in obſerving the 
Dilcipline of the Tir&/o Armies; for they have 
many differences and advantages over outs, 
One thing is, that our Souldiers here become. 
more licentious in Expeditions, there mort 
5 | temperate and circumpet. For the thefts and 
T) inſolencies cotnmitted upon the common Pev- 


ple, whic we Oy SRC wich a Cudyd | 
in Peace, are capital m War. For an taken I} 
for ff pom 


' in Turkey without paying fort, | 


with 


Ke, 
onl- 
the 
hat 
& 
At 
MM- 
ts 
r) 
he 
N 
W 
f 
of 
2 
e 
% 
e ; 
t 
d 
jo 
{ 
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ht 
88 
- the tyrannical Uſurpation of a Common-Wealth, 
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necelfary to nouriſhment, they are preſente 
ly empall'd, or beheaded: without mercy, I 
am aſtoniſh'd,in the Hiſtory of Sel;zy, the moſk 
rel Conquerour that ever was, to ſee that 
when he ſubdwd Egypt, the beautiful Gardens . 
about Dazeas being all open, and in a con- © 


| querd Land, and his Army encamp'd upon the 


yery place, ſhould be left untouch'd by the 
hands of the Souldiers,by reaſon they had not 
receiy'd the ſignal of Plunder. But is there any 
Jy in a Goyernment ſo important, as 
9h to be phylick'd with ſuch a mortal 
Drugg ? No, ſaid Favonixs, not ſo much as 


My 


Plato likewiſe will not conſent that a 'ma 


"— 


ſhould violate the Peace of the C to 
Ee it 3 and by no means oyorone of a Re _ 
rk diſturbs and hazards all, and 
that is to be purchas'd at the price of the Czti- ' 
$ev5 bload and ruin; determining it to be the 

duty of a good Patriot in ſuch a caſe to let it 
and only to pray to God for his extra- 


alone 
ordioary Aſfiſtance : And ſeems to be angr 


with his great 
ed ſomething after another manner. I was - 


riend Dzoz, for having pro- 


3 Platonick in this point, before I knew there 
dever been ſucha manas P/zto in the World, 
_And if this Perſon ought abſolutely to be re- 
{Red from our Society 3 ( be who by the fin- 

- ;&erity of his Conſcience,merited from the Di- 
.yine fayour to penetrate ſo far into the Chri- 

| Fr” {tian 
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Rian light, thorough the itnjverſal dar 


wherein, the World was involv'din his time) 


I do not think it would well become us to 
ſuffer our ſelves to be inſtrufted by a Heathen, 
how preat'an Impiety itis not to expe from 
God any. relief ſimply his qwn, and without 
'our Co-operation. I often ' doubt, whether 


» 


amorgſt ſo many men as tawper in ſuch aftain, 
there 1s not to be found ſome one of ſo weak 


IS 


CInderſtanding as'to have been'really perfivat 
ded that he went towards Reformation by the 
worft of Defermations, and advanc'd toward 
his Salvation by the moſt expreſs cauſes th: 

we have of moſt aſfared Daznation 5 that-b 
gverthrowing Government, Magiſtracy, 3 

'E2#:5,1n whole proteCtion God has plac'd him; 


BT iring fraternal Minds with parricida 
nimoſities, and by calling Devils and Furie: 
to his aid, he can affiſt the moſt holy ſweet? 


neſs and Juſfice of the divine Law. Ambition, 
þ Avarice, ruelty,and Revenge, bave not ſufficient; 
proper, and natural Imperuoſity of their own, Jet 


us baitthem with the glorious titles of Jſticeand 
Devotion. Thete cannot a worſe eſtate of things 


' beimagin'd, than where wickedreſs comes to be 


YÞ'/\ 


legitimate, and aſſumes, with the Magiſtrates 
permiſfion, the cloak of Vertue. Nihil in ſpeci- 
ers fallacius, quam prava religio, ubi deornm-nu*+ 
men pretenditur ſceleribus. Nothing has a_ more 
Atceiving face than falſe Religion, where dev- 


+ ton is pretended by wicked men. The extream- 
| eſt ſort of Injuſtice, according to Plato, is, that 
that which 1s unjuſt ſhould be reputed for juſt: 


The 
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| abi 12. Seignenr de Montaigne's Efryr. 


The [common People ſuffered therein very 


mich then, 'not preſent dammages only z 


UOſque adeo turbatur agris, —— 


bat future too. The living were to ſuffer, and 
ſo were they who were yet unborn. They 
rob'd and ſtript therh, and conſequently they 
did me, even to their hope 3 taking from them 
al they had laid up in ſtore to live on for 
many year Ss | 


at 


undique totis Vi. 


Eleg, Is 


Me nequennt ſecum ferre aut abducere, perdunt, ovid de 


Et cremat inſontes turba ſceleſta caſus 
Myris zulla fides, ſquallent populatibus agyi. 


What they can't bear away,they ſpoil and (purn, 


T And the lewd Rabble harmleſs houſes burn; 


Walls can't ſecure their Maſters, and the field 

Through waſte and ſpoil does an ill proſpect 
; (yield. 

Befides this ſhock IT ſuffer'd others. I under- 


went the inconveniences that moderation brings 


along with it in ſuch a Diſeaſe. I was pill'd 
0n all hands, to the Gibeliz I was a Gzelph, and 
to the Guelph a Gibelin ; ſome one of the Poets 
mn my Study expreſſes this very well, but I 
know not where it is. The ſcituation of my 
Houſe, and my friendlineſs to my Neighbours, 


I preſented me with one face, my Life and my 


Attions with another. They did not lay form'd 
xcuſations to my charge, for they had no 
| | founda- 


Trift. I. 3. 
 Bleg. 10, 


foundation of © doing. þ never link, nor hid 


my head from the Laws, and whoever wogy y 


have queſtion'd me, would. have done hi 
a greater prejudice than me. They were onh 
mute ſuſpitions that were winger about, 
which never want apparence 1n ſo confus' ; 
. mixture, no-more_ than. envious or idle heady 
< Þ |- +. x I commonly my {elf lend a band to preſiuny. 
*'*  twous injuries. that Fortune ſcatters abrozd 
inſt me, by a way. I have ever had of ey 
tn to juſtifie, excule or ny ſelkeoy 
cetving, that it were to referr my Clence 
to _— tration, to plead in its behalf ; Perſpi- 
\ Cuitas enim, Argumentatione elevatur. For th 
9s Perſpicuity of 4 cauſe is clouded and darkedl 
3/:by Argumentation. And, as if every one ſaws 
clearly into me as I do my felt, "ead of re- 
fon an accuſation, I ſtep up to meet it, 
and rather give it ſome kind of colour by a 
ironical and ſcoffting confeſhon, if I do not ft 
totally mute, as of a thing not worth my ar 
* ſwer. But ſuch as look upon this kind of be 
haviour of mine as too haughty a Confidencg, 
have as little kindneſs for-me as they who it 
. terpret it the weakneſs of an indefenfible caule; 
namely, the great ones, towards whom want df 
ſnbmiſhon 3s a very great fault. Rude to al 
uſtice that knows and feels it (elf, and is not 
bmiſs, bumble, and ſappliant, I have of 
knock'd my head againſt this Pillar. So ity, 
that at what then befell me an ambitious mal 
would have hang'd himſelf, and a covetous mal 
wauld have done the ſame. I haye no manner 
of care of getting, Si 
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ide 8H ihi quod nunc oft etizms neinme 20 mibi vivem tie. tis. x; 
#:- fed fupereſt avi, ff quid ſupereſſe volent Dii, Fiih+ 18. 
+4 only pray that ſmall eſtate which I Mr. Ales 


ly | 
out, | + Now have, may tarry with me till I dye, 24 


4d: ff - And thoſe few days which I have yet to live 
(If Heaven to me any more days will give ) 
/ 4 may enjoy wy ſelf. ore at 


But the loſſes that beſell me by the injury of 
athers, whether by theft or violence, go al- 


that of the moſt avaricious man. The offence 
troubles me, without compariſon, more than 
the loſs. A thouſand ſeveral ſorts of miſchiefs 
fll upon me in the neck of one another ; [ 
could better have born them all at once. I 
have already been conſidering to whom amongſt 
my Friends I might commit a helpleſs and de- 
crepid Age; and having turn'd my Eyes quite 


{elf fall plum down, and from ſo great a height, 
it ought to be 1n the arms of a ſolid, vigorous, | 
= — Friendſhip. They are very rare, 
if there be any. At laſt I concluded that it was 
fafeſt for me to truſt to my ſelf in my greateſt 
Neceſſity, and if it ſhould fo fall out, that I 
fhonld be but upon, cold terms in Fortnres fa- 
your, I ſhould fo much more preſhingly re- 
comtend me to my own, and look ſo much 
the better to my {elf. Men on all occaſions 
throw themſelves upon foreign Aſſiſtances to' 
ſpare their own, which are the only —_ 
| an 
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moſt as. near my heart, as they would do to 


round, I found my ſelf at a loſs. To.let a man's | 


eSea” | 
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1.5% 1 and. ſafficient -ones with . which they can arm 
-- . 1 themſelves. =__y one runs elſewhere, and to 


the future, foraſmuch as no one is arriv'd'az 


himſelf. ' And IT was fatisfied, that they were 

554% Profitable Tnconveniencies, ' foraſmuch as il 
E 2*'-] Scholars are: to be admoniſh'd. with the Rad 
x) en Reaſon will not do, as a crooked piece 
of Wood is by fire and ſtraining to be reduc'd 

to ſtraightneſs. I have a great while preach'd 


£ to my ſelf to ſtick cloſe to my own Concerns, 


and ſeparate my ſelf from the affairs of others, 
'yet I am ſtill turning my Eyes aſide. A boy, 
a kind word or look from a great Perſon tempt 
me 3 of which God knows how little ſcarcity 
- there 1s'in theſe days, and how little they fig- 
nifte. I moreover, without wrinkling my fore- 
head, hearken to the perſwaſions are offerd 


me, to draw me into ſome place of Traffick, | 


and fo gently refuſe it, as if I were half willing 
to be overcome. Now to fo indocile a ſpirit 
blows are requird, and this Veſſe] which thus 
chops and cleaves, and is ready to fall one piece 
from another, is to have the hoops forc'd down 
with good ſound ſtroaks of a Mallet. Secondly, 
that this accident ſerv'd me for Exerciſe to 
prepare me for worſe, if I, who both by the 
benefit. of Fortune, and by the condition of 
my Manners, hop'd to be the laſt, ſhould hap- 
pen to be one of the firſt ſhould be trapt in 
this ſtorm. Inſtruing my ſelf betimes, to force 
_ my Life, and fit it for a new Eſtate, The true 


FS" | liberty is tobe able todo what a man will with 
Seneca. | Ta Potentiumns eſt qui ſe habet in pe 
| b 
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Power. In an- ordinary and quiet time, a man 
prepares himſelf for moderate.and, common ac- 


cidents3 but in the Confuſion wherein'we have 


been for theſe. thirty years, every French-mar, 


whether in particular or in general, ſees himſelf 


every hour upon the point of the; total ruin 


- and overthrow of his Fortune. By ſo much the 


more 'ought he to have his Courage munited 
with the ſtrongeſt and moſt vigorous Proyifi- 


'& ons. Let us thank Fortzre, that has not made 


us live in an effeminate, idle, and languiſhing 
ge ; ſome who could never have been ſo by 
other means, will be made famous by their 
misfortunes, As I ſeldom read in Hiſtories-the 
confuſions of other States without regret that 


was not preſent, better to conſider them; fo 


does my curieſity make me 1n_ ſome ſort pleaſe 
my ſelf with ſeeing with my own eyes thisno- 
table ſpeRacle of our publick Death, its form 
and'ſymptoms. And ſeeing I could not hinder 
it, am content to be deſtin'd to affiſt in it, and 
thereby to inſtruct wy ſelf. Thus do we mani- 


ſeſtly covet to ſee, though but in Shadow; and | 
the Fables of Theaters, the pomp of Tragick | 


repreſentations of humane Fortune. *Tis not 
however without compaſſion of what we hear, 
but we pleaſe our ſelves in rouzing our diſ- 


| a by the rarity of theſe. to be pitied 


Events, Nothing tickles that does not pinch. 
And good Hiſtorians skip over, as a ſtagnant 


Water and dead Sea, calm Narrations, to be 


again upon the Narrative-of Wars and Sediti- 
| Ons, 
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| He is moſt potent; who has bimſelf in bis own 
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as | Os & Montane) | Bj. nook th 
ons, which they know are moſt acceptableiy! 
the Readers, T queſtion: whethor or nol cay 
handſomly 'confels at how mean and wh n 
-and Tranquility I have paſily Wi 
over above the one half of my Life in the ray Þ 
- | felf a WG by 0 


E A 
| ELED EIS afe, both ors ear ors | 
out. There 'is comfort m evading, one | 
one, another while another, of thoſe evils tha 
are levell'd at me too at laſt; but at prelai 
burr others offly about us 2s alſo, that in-mg- 
_ ters of pubhick Intereſt, the 'more wy affection 
ts tnoverfatly: difpergd, the weaker it is. To 
which may be added, that it is half true. Tas 
Pars ex putblicis malis ſontimu, Juentime ad ja: 
Js gr | Vets res pertimet. We ave only ſo | 
”* | publick Evils, as they reſpet7 
that the Health from which we fell wa I" 
fach, that ir ſelf confolates the regrerweought 
to have. It was Flealth, but-not otherwiſe than I 
im compariſon of the Sickneſs that has ſucceed; ſt 
ed it. We are not fall'n from any great height, 
+ cov The corraption-and thi which is #n Di 
nity and Office, ſeems == moſt infuppontal: 
x) | tome. Weareleſs mjuriouflyrifled ina Wood NF" 
than in a place of ſecurity.” Tt was an univer-_ FU" 
fat Janure 'of particular Members, rotten-tn_ B* 
emulation of one another,and.themoſt of them i 
with inveterate Ulcers, that neither requird 
nor admitted -of any Care. This concluſion 
therefore -did 'really rnore animate than preſs 
. me 


of (dy «he affiterce of-my Conſcience, which == 

ah ms not only at\ peace within it ſelf, but ele- 

te 4 ſited, and 1 did ot find afty reaſon to com- 
#5 
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6s Whkin-of wy af Alſo, asGod neveri ſends Emily | 5 ca © 
pore than Goods, abſolutely pure to men, 


+ Bow 
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the RiyHealth continued at that time more than 

« Silly good 3 and, as 1 can do nothing with- 
mh it. Ic afforded me- means to rouze up 
wy proviſions, and to lay my hand before 
te wound, that would «lfe peradventure have - 
pone farther, and'experimentedin my Patience, 
hat I had ſome oppoſition againſt Fortune 3 
ne out of the Saddle. 1 do not fay this to pro- | 
yoke her to give me a more vigorous Charge 
tam -ber bumble Servant, 'and:ſubmit to h 
_—_ 'Lether be no other 'towards me than 
6 has nfed to be in'God's Name. Do you ask 
fam {enfible-of her Aſfaults 2 Yes, certainly | 
am. But, as thoſe who are poſlefs'd and op- 
pelsd with ſorrow, may ſometimes ſuffer them- 
dves nevertheleſs by intervals to taſte a little 
Meaſure, and are ſometimes ſurpriz'd with. a 
wile. So have 1 ſo much power over my ſelf, 
#to-make — Aroomy Condition quiet, and: 
fre from diftnrbing Thoughts 3. but I ſuffer | ove 27; 
ff withall by fits to be ſurprizd withthe 
ings of thoſe unplealing imaginations that af- 
mle-me, whilſt T1 am arming my ſelf to drive | 
fem-away, or at leaſt, to wreſtle with them. 
Bit behold another aggravation of the evil 
Which befell me in the taile of the reft. _ 

| t 
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both without doors and within affaulted with} 
a moſt violent Plague -10 qapariſes of ai 
other, For, as: found bodies are fubje& tomoref} 
grievous; Maladies, foraſmuch as they are.qof 
to. be forcd:but, by ſuch, '{o.' my yery heghh- 
full Air, -where no: contagion, though! yeuſſ 
near,” tn. the metory of. man, could, ever; 
footing, cdming to- be corrupted,. produe4 
moſt ſtrange E els. Fo arale T1 dat 


Fhrace, ib. M iſta ſernm, & Juvenum denſant ar Funer; 
4 Ode. 23+ _. Sev caput: Proſerpina fugit; 162906 
* 4 a" ; : ' 2 M112? 


» Sf! 177% | 160 Woes WS + 
Sir Thom: In death; bath yoling and. old by heaps Jojo 
Hawk. Nor any Head eſcapes fad [Proſerpine. _ ,... 


F-was: to ſuffer; this pleaſant Condition, that 
the fight of my Houſe was frightful tome f 
Whatever I bad there was, without Gard, and 
left to the mercy of every one.-I my ſelf,whv 
am of ſo hoſpitable a Nature, was my elf, iy 
very great: diſtreſs for a Retreat for my Fan 
ly. A wild and ſcatter'd Family, frightful both 
to its/Friends and felf, and filling every Plc 
with horror where it did attempt to ett 
| being to ſhift abode ſo ſoon as any ones fi 
ger began. but to ake. -All'Diſeaſes are tha 
-concluded. to:be the Plague, and People do pot 
Kay to examine and be ſure whether they art 
tt or no. And the miſchief on't is, that accot 
ding to the Rules of Art, in every danger tht 
a ran comes-.near, he muſt undergo a Z»arary 
#ine 10 the ſuſpence of his Inficmity 5 your imy | 


ginat If 
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with -gir tion all that while ——— ou at plea-: 
of al fore, :and turning even your Hedlth-it ſelf into: 

of x Feaverz yet would not at all this have:gon 
00tF very near tomy Heart; had I not: withall been 

#-J compell'd to: be ſenſible of others ſufferings, 

-ahd miſerably to ſerve fix Months together 
for. a. Guide.'to, this Caravarne;#! For I carry 
my: Antidotes within my ſelf, which are Reſo- 

4»J ation and Patience. Apprehenfion, which is 

particularly fear'd in this Diſeaſe, does not ſo 
mach trouble me. And,if being alone, I ſhould 
aye taken- it, it had been' a more fpritely, 
2nd a longer flight. 'Tis a kind of death, that 
Edo not think of the worſt fort 3 'tis common- 
ly ſhort, ſtupid, without pain; and conſolated 
by the publick condition; without ceremony, 
without mourning, and without a crowd. But 
to the People about us, the hundredth part 


all of them could not be fav'd.:. -'- 


7 = vides deſertaqut regna Vire Gerg 
| 'Paſtorume, &- longs ſaltut lateque vacantes, #3: 


Deſerted Realms tiow may'ſt thou ſee of Sivains dr: 0g 
And every where forfaken Groves and Plains. 


'F la this place my beſt Revere is manual. What A cruel 
- an hundred men plow'd for me,lay a long time - » ag 
Ellow. But then what example of reſolution k7 
did we not fee in the ſimplicity of all this 
F People 2 Every one generally renounc'd all 
| care of Life. The Grapes, the principal Re- 
: | venue of the Country, hung in cluſters upor) 
Wit. Gg the 


iy Ceigneir de Montaignes Effeze, Book: | 

| the 'V ines, every one indifferently' preparing 
for, and\expedting Death, either to Night, or 
to Morrow, with 's Countenance 'and Voice 
ſo far from fear; as if they-bad contracted with 
Death in this Nectflity, and that it had been 
an:univerſal and inevitable Seterce. Tis al 
ways ſach. - Bue how ſlender hold has the re- 
folutionof dying? :The diftance and difference 
of a few hours, and the ſole confideration of 
apps, renders the apprehenfion. various ta 

lis. Do bur obſerve thefe, by reafor that they 
dye in the fame Month, Children, _— 
ple, and old, they are no longer aftoniſh'd at 
xt, they lament no more. I ſaw:fſorne who were 
afraid of ftaying'bedind, as in.a dreadful ſoli- 
tyde, and did not commonly obferve any other 
follicitude amongſt them, thaw that of Sepul- 
traces; they were troubled to fee the dead bo- 

dies ſcatter'd about the Fields at the mercy of 
Beaſts, which preſently began to flock about 
k than. How drffering are the fancies of Men! 
Sepukare The Neorites, a Nation ſubjeRed by Alexander, 
of tie threw the bodies of their dead in the deepeſt, 
| and Healt frequented part of their Woods, on 
purpoſe to have them there eaten 5 the only 
Sepulture reputed happy amongſt them. Some 
| | Who were yet in health, digg'd their own 
ho Graves, and others laid them down in them 
3% Ramen" wil alive 3 and a Labourer of mine, indy- 
ſuffocared| Mg, with his Hands and Feet pult'd the Eanh 
with thei! gpon him. Was not this to nufſtte and ſettle 


own ha \S, | - 
er the | Brn(elf to ſleep at greater eaſe? A wy in 

x) after the (her 
{cr 


— Farelof | forge fort like that of the Romex Soul 
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py bg ade, and in a oh 
with their own batids pull d t 
their Ears. Io ſhort, a whole Nation by-y 
was brought £9 a Diſcipline nothiog inferiour 
1n-yadauntednefs to the moſt ſtudied and pre- 


. 


meditated Reſolution, -Moſt inſtrudtions of | ->5; 


Seve to encourage us, have in them more 

of thew than of force, and of Orgamenc, than 
effe&t. We have abandon'd Netyre, and will 
teach her what to do 3 her who did ſo happi- 
ly, and fo ſecurely conduc-us. [Avd in the 
mean titne, from the foot-ſteps of her Inſtrudi- 
on, and thar little, which by the benefit of ig- 
norance, remains of her Tmage imprinted in 
| an of this —_ rout of egg men, 
ewce is conſtraind every $0 Porroyy 
pp o make a pattern for her Di iples of 
Conſtancy, Tranquility, Innocence. "Tis pret- 
to fee, that theſe complain of ſo much fine 
owledge, being to imitate this fooliſh fim- 
pricnty, and that in the moſt principal ads of 
irtae. And that our Wiſdom muſt learn 
even from Beaſts, the moſt profitable inftructi- 
ons in the greateſt and moſt neceſſary Concerns 
of hamane life : As, how we are to live and 
dye, manvage our Fortunes, love, and bring 
bp our Children, and to maintain Juſtice, A 
r. teſtimony of hamane Infirmity, and 

that this Reaſon we ſo handle at our Pleaſure, 
fading evermore ſome diverſity and novelty, 
kaves with us no apparent trace of Netwre. 
| o g* And 


XC Yz) 


F-) 


a 
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And they make-rmen,” as Perfumes win their 

Oyls,” they have ſophiſticated it with'fo many 
Argumentations and! 'far-fetch'd Diſcourſes, 

that-it is become variable, arid particular to 

every one of them,and*has loſt its proper;con- 

ſtant,\and univerſal face. * And we muſt feek 

teſtimony from Beaſts, not ſibje& to'favour. 

corruption, nor diverſity of Opinions. For it 

4s-<indeed /true; / that even ny themſelves do 

not/always go exaQly in the: Path of Nature; 

but wherein they- do ſwerve, 'tis ſo little, that 

you 1 always ſee the track: 'As Horſes that 

are lead! make ſeveral bounds and curvets, but 

tis 'always at the length of the Collar, and 

they ſtill follow bim that leads them 3 and'as 

a Hawk takes his flight but ftill under the re- 

; Sencca, ftraint of his Cranes. Exilia, Tormenta, Bella, 

| Epit. Morbo, Naufragia meditare, ut nullo ſis mal 
| oY V3 tyro. Meditate upon Banifhments Tortares Wars, 
A "Diſeaſes, and Shipwracks, that thou may'ſt nd 
be to ſeek in any diſaſter. What good will this 

2p-1< 7::) Cariolity.do us, to preoccupate all the Incon- 

- veniencies of humane Natare, and to prepare 

our ſelves with ſo much trouble Toainſt things 

which peradventure will never befall us? (p«- 

Seneca, rem paſſes triſtitiam facit, pati poſſe. It troubles 

Ent 14 men as much that they may poſſibly ſuffer, as if 

2%) they really 4id. Not only the blow, but the 

- wind of the blow ſtrikes us.) Or like Phrene- 


X) zick, People, for certainly 'tis a Phrexſſe to go 

immediately and- whip your ſelf, becauſe-it 

may ſo fall ont, that Fortune may one day 

- take you undergo it 3 and to _puti on your 
aaa wn. Furr'd- | 


"Ghap. 2d. Seigninr 


tand in-need of it at 


4X) WDLE'Y 
| Chriſtmas ? Throw your, - 
ſelves, ſay they,.into the; experience of all the - 
evils, the moſt extream evils that can. poſſibly 
befall you, aſſure your ſ{clves there, On. the 
contrary, the moſt eaſie, and moſt:natural-way: 
'would be tobaniſh even the thoughts of them. 
They will not come ſoon enough, / their 'true 
Being will ngt.continne with. us long enough, 
we muſt lengthen and 'extend' thems we muſt 
incorporate them in us before hand, and there 
entertain. them, as if »they. would not other- 
wiſe ſufficiently preſs upon; our Senſes, We 
ſhall find them heavy enough, when they come, 
(ys ohe of our Maſters, of none of the ten- 
der, but the moſt ſevere SeFs ) in the mean 
time favour thy ſelf, believe what pleaſes thee 
beſt. What good will it do thee to prevent | 
thy ill Fortune, to loſe the preſent fo k r of | 
"the future 3 and to make thy felt immediately | 
miſerable, becauſe thou.art.to be fo in os, | 


| Theſe are his Words.. S$czexce indeed does us 
one good Office, in inſtructing as exaftly in 


the dimenſions of Eyils, 
1 Curis ACcuens mortalia corda. 


'Twere pity that any part of their Grandeur 
ſhould eſcape our Senſe and Knowledge. 'Its 
certain, that for the maſt PATH, THE PTE aration 
for Death has adminiſtred more Torment, than 
the thing it ſelf, It was of old truly ſaid, and | 


by a very judicious Author, Minus 4 rfficit ſen Seneca, 
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[1<5"|ThaDeath Ye tronble Life by the care of Death, and 


foully afd- 1, Nh: 

« Sword, and bidding them diſpatch. -The re. 
mote _= of futare Death requires a Coti: 
ſtancy that is flow and lazy, and confequet]y 
hard to be got. If you know not how to dye, 
never trouble our felf ; Nature will fully and 

ſufficiently v0 her yon upon the place, ſhe || 

will exatly do that buſineſs for you, take you 
Incertam Fruſtra o2wriales faneris poram 
PRrneritis, &« qua fit mors aditara via : 
Pens minor certam fubito perferre rninam, 
Ood timeas, gravins ſuſtinniſſe din. 


Mortals,in vain's your Curioſity (dye: 
To know the Hour, and Death that you muſt 
Better your fate ſtrike with a ſydden blow, 
Than that you long ſhould what you _— 
TETT park My: 


_ es Death by the ca Fe. The one torment, 
medicated, che other Fight us. Tis not againſt Death that 


we prepare, that 1s too mothentary a thing ; 2 
quarcer of an houts' foffering withont conſe- 
| | - og quence, 


dp 
” 6 
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quence, and without nuilance,doesnotdeferve 


| particular Precepte. Toſay thetruth, yt mae 


our ſelves againſt the Preparations of Death, 


Philoſophy ordains, that we ſhould we $ have x 9h; 3p 29. 


Death before our Eyes, to fore-ſcee and conſi- 
der it before the times and after gives us © 
Rules and utions to provide that this 
fore-light thonght do ns no hana 2 Juſt 
ſo do Poyſicians, who throw us into DiGaſes, 
to the end they may have whereon to lay out 
their Drzges, and their Af. If we have nat 
known how to live, 'tis myſtery to teach us to 
dye, and make the end difiorm from all the 
reſt. If we have known how to live conſtantly 
weſhall know how. to dye [otoo, 


ey may 


the whole Life of « Philoſopher is the Meditation 


bis Death, But I fancy, that Hong it be 

end,'tis not the aim of his Life. * Is tusexd, 
his .cxtremzty, but not nevertheleſs his objeFF, 
Sheought ber ſelf to = -= vt Jer oma atm 
and deſign ; ber true ſtudy is to order, go- 
vem, and ſuffer her felf; In the number 4 . 
vera] other -Offices, that the general and prin- 
oipal Chapter of knowing how to live compre- 
hends, is this Article of knowing how dye; 


and did not our fears give it weight, one of 


the lighteft too. 'To judge of them by the uti- 
licy, and by the naked truth, the leflons, of 
fimplicty are not much inferiour to thoſe 


which the contrary Dofrine preaches to us. 
Mea are differing 40 ſentiment and force, we 


Gg4 muſt 


iſt as much as they pleaſe. Tote 27 
i PhiloſophorumVita, coumentatio mortis eſt, That Cic. Ti: 


| 456 *" Seignenr de Montaigne's Bſays. Book tit, |{ 
| muſt lead them to their own good, according | 
to their Capacities, and by various ways: -: 


5 : | Ruo me cunpqe rapit tempeſtas deferor hoſper 

Sir. Rich, : | ſworn to no mans words, 

Farſban. .Þ'o this, and that fide I make tagks and bord, 
"Now plung'd inbillows of theA&tive Life, 
At Virtues Anchor ride contemplative.  - - 


T never ſaw any -Countryman of my Neigh- 
bours concern himfelf with: the thought of, 
' with what countenance and aſſurance he ſhould 
2 £2329 Pals over his laſt hour 3 Nature teaches him 
** Not to dream of Death till he is dying : and 
then he does it with a better grace than Arifto 
tl, upon whom Death prefles 'with a double 
weight, both of it ſelf, and of ſo long a pre- 
%) meditation. And therefore it was the opinion 
| of Ceſar, that the leaſt premeditated Death 
Senect. . was the eaſieſt and the moſt happy. Plus dolt 
File 9 quam neceſſe eſt, qui ante dolet quan neceſſe eſt 
V1)" He grieves more than is neceſſary, who grieve 
before it is neceſſary. The ſharpneſs of this ima- 
- g1nation ſprings from our own curioſity. . Thus 
o we ever hinder our ſelves, defiring: to 
prevent and govern natural preſcriptions. 'Tis 

only for Doctors to dine worſt, when in the 
beſt Health, and that they. have the beſt ſto- 
machs, and to frown, and be out of humour 
at the Image of Death. The common ſort ſtand 
in need of; no remedy nor conſolation, but juſt 
in the ſhock, and when the blow comes ; auil 
The Coll- 


ard, and to be exempt from baving any more 


Abe ate wb tie 
f _ 


conſider no' more than juſt what they endure, 
bit not then,/as we ſay, that the ſtupidity and 


of apprehenſion 1m the Vulgar piyes 
thee that patience 1n preſent Evils, 


EC 
Ls 


and rna 


profound caxeleſne(s of future: finiſter Acci- 


tn | Thap-- 12. -Selgvenr de Montaigne's Eflje. j5y- 


dents > That their Souls, by being more groſs | 


and dull, are leſs penetrable, and not ſo eaſily 
mov'd ? if it be 1o, let us henceforth, in Gods 
#ame, teach nothing but Ignorance. 'Tis the 
utmoſt fruit which the Sciences promiſe us, to 
which this Stupidity ſo gently leads its Diſcs- 
fer. We have no want of good Maſters, who 
are interpreters of natural ſimplicity. Socrates 
ſhall be one. For, as I remember, he ſpeaks 
ſomething to this purpoſe, to the Judges who 
{ate upon his Life and Death... © [ am afraid, 
(my maſters ) that if I intreat you to put me to 


death, I ſhall confirm the Evidence of my Accu- 


ſers, which is, that I pretend to be wiſer than 
others, as having ſome more ſecret knowledge of 


| 


| S18'e* 


D 


ne 


things that are above and below us. I know very $urates 


flf. Such as fear it, preſuppoſe they know it 3 
PI .for my part, I neither know what it is, nor 


what they ds in the other World, Death is per-- 
 udventure an indifferent thing, peraduenture 4 
thing to be deſired. 'Tis nevertheleſs to be be- 
lied, if it be a tranſmigration from one place 
0:another, that it is a bettering of ones conditi- 


on, to go live with ſo many great Perſons de- 


to 


well, that I have neither frequented nor known hisplee$> 
Death, nor have ever ſeen any perſon that has 'S 
tryd his Qualities, from whom to _ my 
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chequer. 


to-do with enjuſt 41d cortupted: Judges : if 
be an annibilation of our Being, tis yet « i 
ing of ones tbndition, to enter into a long and 
\+- ah wight. = _ _ wore Jury 
fe than a quiet Kepoſe, a pr 
ho ryan ray The things that T heew =- 
evil, as to offend a mans Neighbour, and to dif 
obey ones Superionr, whether it be God or Man, 
T carefully zuoid 5 Jurh as I do rot know whe 
ther they be good or evil, 1 cannot fear them, 
If I go to dye, and leave you alive, the Gods 
alone only know whether it will go better either 
with you or me ;, wherefore, #s to what concern 
ove, you ay do as you ſpall think fit 5 but u6- 


lefs 


Juclg 


pence 5 4 thing that 1 have often known yu 
with leſs reaſon grant to others. Do not impwii 
it to obftrmacy. or diſdain, that I do not, eccor- 
ding to the cuſtom, ſupplicate, and go about #0 
2ove you to commiſeration. | have both Friends 
ard Kindred, not being ( as Homer fays ) *- 

gotten 


—* z» at 
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iehew:of a block, ar! bf 'a floke.joro: mote than d- 
tir?; 1het are! able. 38; preſent theruſelues before 
iy 3 tears a1:d mourning, and 1 have three de- 
fate: children with which t0 ove; you to: com- 
w & Bas I ſtiould do a ſhane to-oar City, 
#3he Hee'T am,:and in the reputation of Wiſ- 
thus wherein [ now ſtand, t0 appear in juch ar: 
je form. What 'wonld wer ſay of the other 
kthenians 2 1 have always admonifh'd thoſe who 
have frequented wy LeQtures, zot to redeem their 
Lopes by ax indecent —_ 5 — the Wars 
f my Connvey, at Amplipolis, Potidea, Delia, 
Nuke nr where 1 = been, I have 
; "gong mani was from ſecu- 
ny wy ſafety by my yo 1 ſhould moreover 
were your Duty, and ſhould texept you to wn- 
iundjome things, ; for tis not for my Prayers 
bprſpede you, but for the pure and ſolid rea- 
ſo of Tuftice. Top have ſworn to the Gods to 
wp your ſelves wright,” and it wonld ſeen as if 
Ifeſpedted, or would recriminate pon you, 
fortd 1 not believe that you are ſo : And I fhould 
ts evidence agairft my ſelf, not to believe 
th as I ought, miſiruſting their Condai?, and 
we purely commuting my Aﬀair into their hands. 
Ito wholly rely wpon them, and hold my ſelf 
Word, they will do tn this what ſhall be moſs 


# both for you and me. Good men, whether lj- 


Wy or dead, have 0 reaſon o_- the Gods. 

bs not this an innocent childiſh pleading of 

© imaginable loftineſs, and in what aneceſ- 

fe imploy'd 2 In earneft, he had very good 

maſon to prefer it before that which mw great 
rator 


F 


| _ -Orator\[;yfarhadipenii'd for him : admirably, 
-conch'd:indeed in the judiciary ſtyle,\but uy fy 
-worthy. of ſo noble 2 Crimizol. Had-a\ ſupply , 

-ant yoice:been heard out: offithe mouth of $&. 
crates, that lofty Virtae\had'\ ſtruck. ſail-initly 
height of:its-glory.: And-ought his-cich.and fl; 
powerful zetyre to have) committed- herd fly 
fence to Art, and in her. higheſt proof haves, i 
nounc'd truth-and fimplicity,. the ornaminy y 
of his ſpeaking, to adorn.-and deck it {lf 4 
«with the Embelliſhments of. figures, and. equi. , 
vocations: of a premeditated Speech, ?:;tj 
did very wiſely, and like' himſelf, not-40 x 
corrupt:the tenure of an incorrupt Lite,:an jk 
ſo facred 'an image of humane form, to fpiaſjy 
out his Decrepitude \the poor ceching-of4 ? 
" 
P 
ſ 
. 
yp 


ear, and to betray. the immortal :memar 
of thu glorious _ He ow his Life notto 
himſelf, but to the Example of the' Wall 
- Had it not been a publick dammage, tht 
' he ſhould have concluded it after a lazy.and 
"obſcure manner 2 Doubtleſs, that careleſs and 
indifferent . conſideration of -his Death, vey 
well deſerves that Poſterity ſhould conſider, 
him ſo .much the more, as they alſo did. gm 
* And there is nothing ſo juſt' in J»ſtice, thai @ 
\that which . Fortuzie ordain'd for his recon-f 
mendation. | For the Athenians abominatal 
all thoſe who had been cauſers of his deati;ge 
'to ſuch a degree, that they avoided then} 
-as excommunicated Perſons, and look'd up}: 
on eyery thing as polluted, that had bes tr 
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ly uch'd'by:them : noi one woult waſh with 

"Wi Rihern "in the poblick:'Batns : none would fa- 
ppli-Biize; of own acquaintance with them :' {6 

+ Bar: at laſt, unable "longer «b .ſuppore ithis 

\\tie Sablick' hatred; !-they 'hang'd themſelves, If 

wy one' ſhall think, that: amongſt ſo-many: 0- 

ther” Fxzamples-that 1'-had to- chuſe our-of 
k'the Sayings of Socrates, for my-preſent - © 
pirpoſe,” I-have'made: an ill :choice' of this, . |. 
1d" ſhall- judge” that this Diſcourſe" is eleva+ - - 

ie above common Conceit;-I muſt tell them © © 
that' T'have purpoſely done it 3// for-4 am-'of 

a6ther opinion, and'do hold it.'a' Diſcourſe 

Wiank and  fimplicity- much: behind: and 

aſeriour to common contrivance. He re- 

weſers, -in an inartificial boldneſs, and in- 
ntive-ſecurity; the -pure and: firſt 1mpreſli- 

on-and ignorance of Nature. For it is to be | ap1c29.; 
believ'd, that -we have naturally - a fear of 
Fin; but not of Death, by ' reaſon of it 
WE Tis a part:of our Being, and no leſs 
tential than Living. - To what end ſhould | 
Nate have begot in us.a hatred to it, and 
#horror of it, conſidering. that ' it is of ſo 
great utility. to her in maintaining the'Suc- 
effion and Viciflitude of her Works? And 
that in this nniverſal Republick it conduces 
moreto truth and augmentation, than to loſs 
or raine, | | 
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a i — ſic rerum ſurma novatur, Lee ba 
Mille anizus una necata dedit. 
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| 462 Seigtev» de Montaignes-Efas. Rook yy 
The-fajling df ove Life, is the paſſage 
ſand 'other- Lives : ure has i | 
Beaftr:this care of theinſelves, their 
conſervation. Nay, they proceed fo far, ag ft 
be tierons of being -worlt, of, bigting/g $4 
hurting thendelves, and: of our balgering a h 
beating thetn 3'accidents which are fabjeQ.g [) 
Beaſtsnz- their ſenſe and; experience; but-that we (houly 
guy or Sl ;themz hey; catinot. fear, ner have .no4 the 
their pre- tacalty to:imagine and conglude {ach ps | 
—_—_ a Death. "Vet it is ſaid, that: we ſee 4bem, tot 
, it, Horſes for 


| 
beſides. all this, is not the way of arg 
Which Socrates bere makes uſe of, equally ad 
_- Tjrable, both/ in fimplicey and vehemence} 

| a to live like'Cefar; than to ſpegk 

live as Socrates did. There lies the & 

tream degree of perfection; and difficulty; 

' Azt cannot reach it. Now out Faculties a 

not {o- train'd inp. Wei do not try, we 
pot know them, we inveſt our felves with 
thoſe 'of others, and let onr. own lye ide 
As ſome one may fay of me, that I have hen 
only made a Noſegay of call 'd Flowers, and 
have brought nothing of my own .but- the 
thread that ties them. In earneft, I have 
far yielded to the publick Opinion, that thok' 
borrow'd Ornaments do accompany axe, but 
I do not think that they totally cover - wv. 
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bow je we; that is quite contrary to my deſign, 


> defire- to- make a (hew of nothing bu. 


wn has is my own, and what is my own by N-: 
we: and had I taken my own. advice, I had; 

ky wall adventures ſpoken purely. alone. I dai- 
: ey and more dane ſelf every day be-; 
yy pager urpoſe and firſt Method, upon the 

wr] | in Idlenefs, and the humour of the Age, 

e [fit misbecome me, as [believe it does, 'tis no 
mitter, it may: be of uſe to-ſoine- other. Such 

® here are, who.-quote Plata and Homer, who 
never ſaw either ' of:them :: and IL afſo have ta- 
ken'out of places far” enough | diſtant from 

teir Source. Without: pains, and without 
ing, having a thouſand Volumes about 
ein the place where I write, I'can preſently 
, if I pleaſe, froma-dozen ſuch Scrap- 
ow as lam, Authors tbat-1do not much 
my ſelf withal}, wherewith to embel- 
| this Treatiſe of PhyGognoay. There 
no more, but a praliminary Epiſtle of 
an c#t, to; ſtuff me with proofs, and 


that means go a begg r -£—= 
5, and a cheating the NT orld, Dm 


iſh their Studies, are of lietle uſe 
bat +0 common. Subjects, and Terve but to 
bw, and not to direct us : a ridiculous fruit 
Janv 
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rning, that Socrates does fo pleaſantly 

ale againſt Euthidemus. L have fn Books 

| park of things that were never cither ſtudi- 

& or underfiood 3 the Author committing 
wo 


SEvcral of his learned Friends the examina- 
tion 
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tiof' of rhis arid'r'6ther matter -to compile ity 
cbtitenting himſelf for his ſhare to have prov] 
jefted the Deſge, and by bisinduſtry to hai || 
t/a together" this Faget:of unkriown Provif 
ons 3 the Ink-and Paper atleaſt are his; Thy 
i5X0' buy /or botrbw a Book; and not to: maly 
one 5 'tis ro ſhew. men, not that.a marian. 
make a 'Book'; but' that, whereof they maybe | / 
m'doubt, thati he canriot make one. - A Pref i 
dent ins my! hearing; boaſted, that he had cl. 
ter'd two hundred:und odd:common placesin | | 
one of his Judgment: 5: iftelling which,he ds. f 
priv'd himſelf 'of the Glory thag had beenat. | * 
ttibuted to/him In my Opinion, a puſillani- | * 
mons and 'ablurd Vanity Har fach a Szbjed/Þ- 
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and ſuch a*Plrſon, I do quite contrary z and 
amongſt ſoi'matiy:/borrow'd things, am gladiſf 
I'can fteal one, diſguiſing and altering itfor fj 
ſome' new '{ervice, 'at the'hazard'of having © 
faid, that *tis for want of underftanding its 06 fÞ - 
raral uſe. I give it ſome particular addrefsoly | 
my: own hand; to the end it may not be ſo ab” 
folurely ſtrange.” Theſe ſet their thefts to fliew, 
and value vhetaſelves upon them. ' And allo 
they 'have''more "credit with the Laws that 
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with me. We Naruraliſts think that there' $a 
great and iricomparable preference in the ho 
- Dour of Tavention,:to that of: Quoration, +1} 
would have ſpoke by Learning, I had ſpoke 
fooner, I had writ in a time nearer to my Sty- 
dies, when I had more Wit and: better Memo: 
ry 3 and would ſooner have truſted to the” 
vigour of that Age than this, would I ha 

gay | profeſs 
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by gre Momaignes ay an 


s | eſsd:Writing.. Abd what if this gelins - 
ay ES has lately offer'd me up- 
-en-the'account. of this. wark,, had befaln -_ 
-n.ſuck.a time of my bLife, inſtead of this,where-. 
kris equally, deſirable'to poſlels; 'and ready 
to:lole2, Two of ny. Acquaintance, great men 

4p. this his ficulys have, in\my Opinion, loſt.half, 
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1, | io rcfuling;to publiſh a ont years old, that 

4 } tht might: ftay vill threeſcore. | Mat bas » 1/5 4 
el t.defeg: 29 Well as vetd Te and wal 3 "ATI 

I gld:age; 9D unfic. for abis/ kind of buſineſs as " 

> any other. -- Who, commits this Decrepit TRE 


l a7 win Pay 
_ t ego on erbng abye does tox-reliſh of 
; tk andStypidity! Que Wits grow: coftive 
kin, growing. old. I deliver [my Jgno- - 
- 4 Portaehres and ſtate,and. oy Learninp nita- 
ts poorly 3: thisaccidentally ad acceflo- 
+ pe A avd; expreſly.; and; write 
| W adrxh of; nothing, but nothing, nor of;any 
Sglence'bwe:that: of-Iaſcience.. I have chofen:a 
I time with my Life;which I am to give an ac- 
equnt;of; lies wholly before me 3 what remains 
holds gore) of Death,; And of my death only; 
| pu I'Gnd ita prating death-as others.do, 
wauld:moreover give an ws 4t:my des , my=0=0xc;. 
uſes; Soctdtes W et! Exemplar'irn Gverites D 
t Qualities, and Loot t that he 
Body as is laid, mo ſo anſuitable 
tht Reva of his Soul, himſelf being. ſo 


; bs ſuch an adtrirer of Beauty. Na - 
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did him wrong. There: is nothing 
-than a conformity and relation ow 
"t 
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ines, LO moſt 
leaſt prejudice to the hate 

he Mind: pry of little ob! Cds | 
nioniof men, The other; which by 

proper” name; is caltd'idreſi 

raſty,: fivikkes/ deopetr' it, Not | 

Ca Stts hiking Leather, Lot evgry-Bh 

lyimade;fhews-the imvrior- -{hiape 

As Soerme: (aid: of $is;'thar it: abewb'd jr 

rack his Soul; Bad he not co =2 

Iiſkinion-;/ but in ſaying ſo, T belteve he did | 

bur rue & his'Cuſtom Was, and lever fo en 
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leve rely {co #0 dd ad IAG. VV ng i 9nes, who | bajo 
a6 betrpy the promiſes that Nature has plan 
ed i their =, {ſhould wieb get 
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and qitticrs; that are not ofily ſweer, but there 
this chatz Klint: 'To' progtioſticate firure ad-! 


Have; as/to my own-conetrn, as I have aid ' 


ancieme- Rule, That we' cannot fail Yr "following 


did, correQed my natural Chmplexions by the 
force of Reaſon, and have not intheleaſt moleſt. 
dmy Inclinationby 4rt.” Thave let'my felf go" 
#'t came; I comend not} My two principal 
parts live of their own accord in Peace rand! 
[2 Intelligence, but my Nurſer Milk, thanks: 
he to God, wastollerably whotſome and good.” 
Et me fay this by the way,that'T fee a certain 
Image of Golaſtic Honeſty,almoſt only' in uſe- 
amongſt us, in greater eſteem than 'tis realty- 
worth; a ſlave to Precepts; 'and fetter'd: with” 
ope and fear: 'I' would have'it ſuch; as that; 
Liwr and Religions ſhould not' make, btit pex-! 
& and authariſe it,'thart finds ir has where. 
Fithallto' ſappott it ſelf withouthelp,;bortnahd® 
rooted in vs from the ſeed of univerſal Reaſon;! 
and imprinted-ih every mari by Natere.: That: 
Reafon which reQificd Sorrater' fronſhis'vick-! 
UW bent;':renders him obedient to Gods, ;and: 
Mir of Antb0#485'm his Ciry 3 courageous inf 
Daach, not-becauſe his Soul js-immortal;*but: 
becagſe heis mortal.” 'Tik-a DoJFrive riinous 
tall Goverrnmn, and much+more+ hurtful 


thin;ingeaious and fubtle;whichperſuades:the 


People; tharra'religious-belieſis alone ſufficis 
av _ Hh3 ent, 


yeſiturcs, 83 thing that I ſhall Teave undeddey;* 
dlowhere, fimply and nakedly embrac'd this” 


Nature, and that\the ſovereigs Precept 3s to con- 
rew:0u7 dots to ber.: Þ have not; as Socrates 
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in:96. whether. in, their own. afigjn Fr 


Ang.l; have nofategh. Ras! 

bath-Gogularcand: rate 3: bus; among thank | 
cheſs; twa: Eximples: yy perodvenſpre : : was || * 
cerjam 
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Þyr tawys and bad 1ecd(on- -tq OE 3 {9B 
dence in; bio; 2s being my: jv 2 ag 4nd 
ſomerhing related: EC L eaus d-the/Gaterdl 
heepatd. to. him;;as I-do:to everyone wha 
L found: bis Harle patiting, apdalken. 2teak 
He preſently: popt, we inthe mouthcwith; chil 
Elio: flang, That about half: 4 T.aagne- of | 
hodh unluckily: nid mith, a; certgim-aneery. th, | 
whore-L alſe kniv,/ar:d| had beard. of thei: | ny 
ral; that this enemy. Sud gineh him 4'very A 
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thace, and that beaving been furpriz'd mn difats 
te. my Gates: for refuge + And thet he. was: in 
weat trouble: for his followers, wham, he ſaid; be 
| concheded to be all either dead or taken. I inno» 
cently did my beſt ro comfort, aſſure, and're- 
freſh him. Preſently after, comes four- ar five 
of his Sou}diers, that. preſented them(e}ves in 
the ſame countenance and affright, to-get in 
too, and after them more, and ſtill mare, ve- 
y word mounted and _ to the humber - 
' hve. and twenty, or thirty, pretending that 
they bad-the Enemy at their beels. This my- 
ſiery began a little to awake my —_ k 
Was. 0Ot: t what an Age I livd in, how 
much my Houſe might be envy'd, and I had 
ſeveral examples of others of my Acquaintance 
Who: had mmiſcarried after that manner. So-it 
yas, that knowing there was nothing to be 

in; having begun to do 4 courteſie, unlets 1 
went —_ _ it, = I _ -_ = 
eſigage my rom them without ſpoiling 
all; i let my ſelf go the-moſtnatural nd/Gneld 
way, as I alwayes do, and invited them all to 
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te inclin'd to ſuſpition and daftruſt. IT willing- 
hndine towards excule, and the gentleſt in- | 
terpretation. I take men according to the com- | 
man order,..and na more believe thoſe per- | 
verſe and/ ynnatural inclinations, unleſs. cor | 
vinc'd by manifeſt evidence, than I do Mons * 

and Miracles 3; and am moreover a man | 


who willingly commit my ſelf to Forture, and 
—_— | 


throw 
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tome in. And an truth, I am naturally very lit- | =p 2. 
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Selghear de Montaigne's Efſefr. Book Ui 
| ve hit fe a - (yealon Ui land} 
| than to- condemn my ſelf 'for-ſo'doing 3ha- 
| ving ever ſound: herimore ſollicitous of, and 
| more i friend"'to my 'affairs,- than I am 
; ſelf. There are ſome ations in my Life, where: 

inithe-Condu& may juſtly be call'd' difficult; 
or, if they pleaſe, prudent. Yet of thoſe, ſup- 
poſing the third -part- to have been my own, 
doubtleſs the other two Thirds were abſolute- 
nd ſolely -hers.. We _are,: methinks, too 


2) | hen. > enough crulf Heave 
/ | blame/m'that we do not enough-truſt Heaven || 


with our affairs, a retend to'' more fron 

| our own. Conduct than appertains to: us. And 

| therefore it is:that our deſigns/fe oft: miſcarry, 
| Heaven is diſpleas'd at "the extentithar we at 
tribute-to the right- of humane Prudence a+ 
bove his, 'and' cuts it ſhorter, :by :how muck 
the more we amplifie it. The laft comers kept 
themſelves on horſeþack in my Court, whilſt 
their Leader was with me in the Parlour, who 
would not have'his Horſe ſet up in the Stable; 
ſaying, he would immediately retire, 'ſo ſoon 
as he ſhould have news of the reſt of his men, 
He ſaw himſelf Maſteriof his Enterprize, and 
nothing now remain'd but the execution. He 
has ſince ſeveral times ſaid, ({ for he:was not 
aſham'd- to tell ghe ſtory himſelf ) that my 
Countenance and' freedom .had :ſnatch'd the 
Treachery out of his hands. He again mount- 
ed his horſe; his followers having continually 
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their Eyes intent upon him,”to-.ſce' when he 
would give the fig 5 very-much a 
| lis lce 
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fe him march et 'ahd" leave* his” prey be- 


hindhim: /- Another time, relyitig pon 1 
know not what Trace, 'newly pu in the 
; a Journey through a very tickle 


xerd; and two'or three Parties of Horſe, from 
ſeveral Placts, were ſent out to take ine ; one 
of thetn'the third day/ overtook me, where I 
was charg'd by Som or twenty Gentlemen 


in/izors, followed at a diſtance by a Band of 


Argoulets. Here was T ſurrendred, and — 


| withdrawn 1 into thethick of a neighbrin bring F 


xſt, diſmounted, fob'd; my Trun 

Cabinet taken, and my Horſes and Ren 
divided amongſt new Maſters. We had in this 
Copſe a very long Conteſt about my Ranſor, 
which'they ſet ſo high, 'that it very- well ap- 
pear'd 1 ac not known to them. ' They were 
moreover in a very great: debate about my 
Life 5 and in truth, ' there were ſeveral cir- 
eamſtances that threatned me of the danger I 
mas in, Fi 


"Tire animis opus, Hines tunc pellore firmo. Ancid.16: 


Then, then, Areas, there was need 
ty ant undaufed heart indeed. 


[gin ibſiſted eipon the Truce, being willing 
they-ſhould only' haye the gain of what they 


had- already taken from me, which alſo was 
not-t6 be: deſpw'd, without promiſe of any 
er Ranſom. ' After two or three hours that 


ve 
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Countrey. * I had not rid far, but T' was difco- 
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- . change, ang of this czore mature deliberation, 


_ do not yet rightly appre 


he guard of fifteen or twenty - 
zexs, and diſpers'd. wy Servants to f 
ving given order. that, they ſhould carry. 
away Priſoners ſevera}-ways, and being alrey 
dy got ſome two or- three, Musket-ſhat from 


Jaw proce Pollycis is Jo Coſtoris imploratay 
Whillt 1 implor'd Cafter and Pollex aid 5. 
behold a ſudden and. nnexpetied alteration 


I faw the Chick amongſt them | return; to:ay 


with gentler Language, njaking ſearch amongſt 
the Troopers for my. ſquander'd Goods, and 
cauling as many as - could. be recover: 


| be reſtard to, me, even ta-my Caſhet 5 but 


the beſt preſent they made-me was my Liber 
ty, for the reſt did not much concern. wein 
thoſe dayes. The true cauſe of ſo ſudden a 


without any apparent impulſe, and of ſo mi- 
raculous 2 ,repentance, [.\3- fuch-a; time,” in a 
complotted and: deliberated; Enterprine, and 
become juſt by ufance, ( for at the firſt daſh 
I plainly. confeſsd to them of: wbat. Party 1 
was, and whither I was, pin ';}- in; earneſt, 
nent amongſt them, who, pulfd off his Vizor, 
and told me his name, then ſeveral. times-tald 
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wa aver and. qvery again, that, I.was qbligd 
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my lg akicy p and” __ vs 
Rs from , ot 
worſe s Hd oi theſs had gi- 
at The lat of thels two 
IS;, YET iving, -ÞA an hire : 
bi Harry $bsg Ag Ty not long ng ago 
my,F ace.dd. id 
\"Rad; ;H ay Eyes, and jn " Vaice, the 
cengy of my. Inaention, T had not livd ſp 
Without: quarrels,, a mo -without giving 
affencs, with. the, jndiſcreet,, liberty- I take, 
| or wrong ta fay hag Comes at 
ge end, and) tahdgs fo raſhly- of things. 
way may with aber, ar uncivl, 
9 .4I adapted.to-our way verlatian, 
\ have. never met. with any who have 
hd it, outragious or malicious, or that 
took offence at my liberty, if he had it from 
my own mouth. Repeated words have ano- 
ther kind of ſound and ſenſe : neither do I 
hate any Perſon whatever, and am fo ſlow to 
, that I cannot do it, even upon the ac- 
count of Reaſon it ſel. And when occafio 10n 
kis.invized me to ſentence Criminals, I have 
rather choſe to fail in point of Juſtice than toi 
do it. Ut magis peccari nolim, quan ſatis ani-' 
mi; 


dr ne GS RES EE EEG :+A- 7% - eg wt. 


' 
o 


"the firſt Murther makes me fear a ſecond; and ' 
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476  Selgnaq 4: Montaigne Eſiyr. Book tif |, 
9 ad vindicands  peccata* habitw. So that Þ 

had rather men' ſhould not offend; than that} 
oth, 


ſhould have the heart to condemn them. Ariſton 
iter £18 ſaid, was reproach'd for having'been voy 
reproach'd IMerciful to a wicked man'* T was indeed, fad | 
for being he, merciful to the man, but not fo his wicked: 

- neſs. Ordinaty, Judgments 'exaſperate theny 


ſolves to Puniſhment 'by the' horror of the 
FaR. Even this cools mine. The horronr of 


abhor all imitation of it. That may be apply 
ro me, who am but a Kyave © Clubs, whe 
'was ſaid of Charillus King of Sparta, He'rins 


the deformity of the” firſt Cruelty wakes'ms 


#2t be good, being be is not evil to the wickell 


'Or thus 3 for Pluarch delivers it both theſe 
wayes, a5 he "Joes a thouſind other thing, 


- 


variouſly, and' contrary to'one another's He 
wuſt needs be good, becauſe he is ſo even toil 


|. grove Ba op Even as in lawful aCtionsI do not car 


o employ my ſelf, when for fach as are dif. 
leasd at it 3, ſo, to fay the'truth, in unlaw- 


al things, I do.not make conſcience enough 
of employing my ſelf, when'for ſuch as-are 
willing. To AR, wo 
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þ % of Knowledge. We- ty. all ways that 


zap lead'u1s to-it:s, where. Reaſon;;is _—_— 
we-therein __y Experience; wart {oft 
> * F WJ 

t, Per durids uſe artens experienta att - 37; 
tape veoeflaente Uiam,:: F gl 
eu 31 

+By ſeveral proofs Experience Arc has made; 
Ex: wple SERGIBES #3314 2301 


Lon 


which is #emeane itch more » weak. rh hn 
Kie-Drat6 js: o-grear a-thing,: that we ought 
wo to diſdain any-Mediation-that will-guide 


| 10" it.  Reeſo# has ſo many- forms, that we 


know not to which to takes; Experience has-no 
fewer. The Gonſequence we.will draw from 
the cconference-of Events:-is unſare; by reaſon 


linge ;-bavye-pitch'd upon-that of, Eggs. ' And 


there have been men, particularly one at 
hor, who. could diſtinguiſh marks of-dit- 


-amongl(t; Eggs ſo well, that he never 


jvc one for. another; .And, 'having many 


Lene, could tell which had laid i it. Diflimili- 


tude | 
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they are always: - unlike... There-js no qualuy x v < 0" 

Huhiverſal-in thisImage of thingy, as diver(t- 

| Mand variety! |Botly the, Greeks, the. Lating, z<4) 
adve; for the. neſt expteſ;Example of fimi- 


P At nnd, AS 3 "Po 
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48 Scidlba: pktendight N nigh. 
tude intrudes it ſelf of it ſelf in our well ig 

- ho Art can'drrtve dt 4 perfeRt Similitude, 
Neither Perozet, nor any other Card-maker, 

can fo carefully poliſh atid Bhanch the backs of 

his aa that ſome Gameſters will not diſtin. 


—_ hem: by- tr Bees rewrtrs theft 4 


One; ts Ae wet wether, Naw 
oblig'd her ſf-t6: tnake nothing 'othes' thi 
was not —_ _—_ I amnot _ Fr 
\.7, with his thought. & 
_ titude of Fj toe firm  Þo aver, 
in cuttin them out the Cantels. 7 
,21 4 40008 Coe ye by to-\ware liberry wil 
7 | ſtretch in the Interpretation:0ÞF Lars; win 
their faſhion z and oy but fool themſelves, 
who'thitk- kfletvand ftop' —— 
foawofing aw to th& expreſ®worls of the: 
bhir Fordſmethits/ tutnuive Wit does not 
the Field Tef-[pycions whetein.e! controvay 
the ſhov of nuntier; than ro-tthiver bk ownl 
andyay'if theve-weretefs hl t 
Iwo thin Iroton; 1 We fee how much” 
he ws cavity for we hive riore Lanpllt | 
France, thatt itt alprherreſtciof dhe World/bel 
ſides%s} td gore that world be neceffirg {tt 
theGoratmeitict all the Worlds Fee 
us, ,, bed henhe, nes 14 ern 
fo tat i fovnlcriy! we wer 
16 #0 Av" fick of ths L 
left f6 tmely'to- toad 
Judges; hit tha@hever wasforfland = 
trour # Liberty, What have! oup _ 
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ha belngs ns — Bs. 479. 
nid ont culling-onr:a-hmndred thouſand parti 
Jaike Caſes, and'for{ choſe, by oy ng jt 4 
: er thonſand:Laws 2 This 
imanner- of propurtion with the.infinite di- .. 
rality of humane Adtions3 the tuulriplication 
efrour Troentione will never arrive at the va- 
rey of :Examples;:: Add to them'a hundred 
tiges 8 TDANny more,it willnot nevertheleſs ever 
y that of events to corne, there ſhall any 
(ne fall out, that in.xbis great number: of milli- 
ons-0f events ſo choſen; and revarded;; ſhall 
ap with any one,to: which i©xcanbe-ſo ex- 
Mip'coupled and- compard,; that -there will 
tob-retnain ſome Circumſtances amb 
wch: 'will require w. variety oÞ: Jad; 
This! s/intte relation; -bertwixt -our + 
tab are in} perperal maxation; :and'frxt td 
indobile-Eaws; the imoſt to be defi'd, are 
tw char! are rhe: oft rate; the moſt fimple 
ad yeneral : and Þ am farther of: Opmnion, 
ne bng tochave:none:at all; than 
whave them "in ke. prodigions: tumber as we 
line” Name abways-gives them better, and 
I iwpe pare than tholeire we-make our ſtlves 5 
vines the Piture: of the: Coldew-Age;and the 
ins wherein we fee Nartons live, who have 
aapthor!:' Some thereare, who for their.only Patcngers 
ſube; rakes rhe firſt paſſer by that travels made uſe = 
ode"":rhete” Mountains, - to determine: their judges, 
W@&oAnd others, who, on theirMarker day, 
chooſe. out- ſore one” amongſt then 
kejits decide all their ET he 


Unger would there'be, that the wiſeſt hold 
oO 


X) 
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| 10: occurreticn; p 
ty; bevehegrn aa of Example 

quence? Every iShooe: t61 his: own | + 

ing FarkihoabRnocn Mice ta, the þ. 


carry — alewgh with them Log: 
Robe, far fear-le(t. Suits: ſhould get foptingin 
thatnewWorld;: as bting a. Science: ini1ts own 
_ the: Mather af altercation and deg. 

3. .u with: Plate, that ;Lawgtts. ad 
. Ply the Peſtr.-bf:aCauntry, When: 
does it cometo paſs that-our :commotrLangys 
ges; ſo eafie for-all other-uſes, become:obſaitt 
and are idteligible . in: Hills: and :Coptrode 
And that/he wha ſo: clearly':exprefſes:hitaſdi; 
ee way? decng Half cher 
thts any: way: © 7 taat; 
not fall;inxo doubt. and contradiftion;?; tit 
be nat:that theſe Prirrces-of that Arty applying 
themſelves with a peculiat attention 204008 
and. cull out hard words; and: contrive-artifi 
cial Caules, have' fo w ke d. eyery Sp 
. and fo cy... Gkca 78vary fort. 
that they: are: now ;confaunded: ere 
iri the infibity-of\ Figures and fo tnany minke 
Diviſions, that they can io more:fallJate a 
; Rule:6r; preeagoens mr __ 
us Corfu HR ft quid qui, (4 nt 

rn gr Whatever isi beater! into Powdati 
—_ Asyou have Children reyingt di 
a maſs of Quick-filver; t0a-certain: 
parts, the more they.preſs and works ;its-a0 
endeayour to reduce it to.their Own: will ue 
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Chap. 13. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays, 461 
mote they irritate the liberty of: this generous 
Metal; it niocks and evades-their endeavour, 
+and ſparkles it ſelf into ſo' many ſeparate Bo- 

-Ylies; as fruſtrates all account: ſo is it here, for 
in ſubdividing theſe ſubtilties, we teach men 
-to-increaſe_ their doubts, they. pull us into a 
way of ſtretching and diverſifying difficulties, 

ahey lengthen. and diſperſe them. In ſowing 
.and retailing i of Queſtiqns, ;they make the 
World:to frufifigand increaſe in uncertainties 
-and diſputes.  /As the Earth is made fertile by ,Y'-4 :. 
Seing cruntbled and buckandedd Diffin 

L rcut- 


Ie 


will another that is not fo. good at it; and a 

[third than he, who expreſs'd bis own Thoughts. 

:We oper: the matter, and ſpill it in pouring 

out. Of one Subje&t we make a thouſand, and 
--nmultiplying and ſubdividing them, fall again po 
;into the infinity of Atoms of Epicurw. Never | 207; 
.did two men make the ſame Judgment of the | 
Aame "thing 3 and 'tis impoſſible to find two | 
Opinions exaQtly alike, not only in ſeveral | 
+men, but in the ſame men, at diverſe hours. I ' 
-oft find matter of doubr, of things which the 

'F 11 Commiens 
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| A4Af%2 FCeigvew de blonkigner Bfigo. Book MM, 
| Comment ary 'diſdains to: take notice of. 1 am 
moſt apt to \{trimble im-an :even' Country, like 
ſome Horſes that 'Þ'have: known; who make 


cance, moe 
enher : ne or Divine, which he World 
buſies!it [elf about the [Difficalaes of, which 
ae clear'd by Tnterpretation. "The handredih 
Commentator ftil referrs/you-to/theinext, more 
Edoty and perplext'chan he. When were m 
ever; agreed amongſt our ſelves, that: a Book 
had'\enow, gnd that there was now no-moreits 
* He faid ? This is moſt apparent m the Lay, 
We gre the Authority of. Law to infinite 
Doifors, infinite 'Hrreffe, 'and as. many mary | 
pretations 5 Yet do :we-find any end of the 
necd-of inter preting?- bs there for all'that, any 
greſs or advancement towards: Peace 3 or 
go we>ſtand in:need of any fewer Advocates 
and Fedges, than when this great Maſs of Lav 
vas yet: in its firft — We-'on the con- 
trazy darken and bury: all Intelligence. We 
caiz noimore diſcover it, but at the mercy of 
ng tg” 40: many: fences and barriers. Men 
4? know the natural Diſeaſe of the Mind; it dow 
Nothing bat ferret and enquire, and'is cternal- 
ly wheeling, jugling, and perplexing it (elf; 
and like Stlk-worms, faffocates it-(elf with its 
own Web. Mus in pice. A Moyſs:in apitch 
X) Barrel. It thinks it difcoversat agreat di 
” 1 know not what glimps of lghtand4 | 
nary Truth 5 but whilſt running to «ſo mo- 
| ny 
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ps 

pads ; drank jhe majion. Net much 
= ik LL hogs, ons ſceing ſomething like 
ac y Hoating 1n the Sea, and not being 
able to appronch jt, attempted. te drink: the 
Water, to.Jap 3hg-palage dry, and fo drown'd 


of the Writings of | Heraclitze, falls - pat 
enough, that chep-required a Reader who 
could ſwim-well,,zhgt the depth and weight 
of this. Rogrine, might not averwhelm and 
choak him; .'Tis nothing but particular weak- 
nels that makes us content our ſelves with 
wheat, athers,.. oy nr ſelves have found our in 

I this choice of Kngwledge 3., 086 of better yn- 
q Would nat reſt fo content, there 
ways rooms for one. to fucrecd, nay Eyen 
Gow ſelves, and- every where elſe through- 
outz there: is Ba'eRd of anr Inquiſitions,. our 
ok k jn the qher World,” 'Tis a fign either 
that Wit is own ſhoxter ſighted when it is 
latisfied, or that it is grown weary. No gene- 
vm Mind can- i & ſelf it will fvill pre- 
farthep, and beyond its pawer 5 it has 
i beyond its EfeFs, If it o not advance 
- yatle? forward, and: retire, raſh, turn and 
wheel abeuts, 'ris but ſpritely by halves 3 itg 
paſuits are; withour Bound or Method, its 
& Adwiration, ambigyity the Chace 3 

vhich Aga ſuffigienty declared, in always 
braking to us in: _dookioabfamand oblique 
Wes. got ding but amuſing;and puzhng 
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themſelves, '_ Te \which, what one Crates faid * 


20) 
"4 


es Baba 3 
7 % «7 IG J 


us. "Tis an irregular and perpetual 24 
without Example, and without Aim. — 
ventions heat, purſue, and-interproduce one 
another. | ca 


Ainſi voit on en nnraifſean coulant 

Sans fin Fune eau, apres Fautre roulant, 

Et tout de rang, d'un eternel conduiG, 
Lune ſuit bantre, & Ine autre fuit. 

Par cette-cy, celle-lz eft pouſſte, 

Et cette-cy par Fantre eft devancee: ; 
Touſionrs Feau va dans Teau' & touffours eft-te 
Meſme ruiſſeau, & touſiours eau diverſe. 


So in a running ſtream one Wave we ſee 
After another roul inceſſantly, 2 ah 
And as they glide, each does ſucceſlively.- 
' Purſue the other, each the other fly: + 
By this that's ever-more puſh'd on, and'this 
By- that continually preceded is : 
The Water ſtill does into Water ſwill, (till, 
Still the ſame -Brook, but different Water 


"Nec p7.:| There is more ado to interpret Interpretati 


| ons than Things, and more Books upon Books, 
| than upon all other SubjeQts 3 we. do dothing 
but” comment upon one another. Every place 
faies, with Commentaries of Authors there is 
great ſcarcity. Is it not the principal and moſt 
reputed knowledge of our Ages to undey- 
ſtand the Learned ? Is it net the common and 


Amoſt end of all Studies > Our Opinions are } ; 


grafted upon one another 3 the firſt ſerves for 
a ſtock 


+309 
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4Rock tothe ſecond, the. ſecond to' the third, 
and fo forth. Thus ſtep by ſtep we climb the 
Ladder. - From;:whence 1t :come to paſs, that 
he which 1s. mounted higheſt has oft more 
Honour than Merit 3 for . he is. got up but a 

1 upon the ſhoulders of, the laſt but one, 
How. oft, and 'peradventure: how fooliſhly, 
have I ſtretch'd my Book, to: make it ſpeak of 
it felf 5 fooliſhly, if for.no' other reaſon but 
this 3 that I ought to call to mind what I ſay 
of others who do the ſame, Theſe frequent 
amorous non that they ſo oft caſt upon 
their works, witneſs that. their Hearts pant 
with ſelf love, and that even' the diſdainful 


Severity wherewith they laſhand ſcourge them, 


are no other than the wanton-Diſlimulations 
of a nataral kindneſs : According to. Ariſtotle, 
whoſe valuing and undervaluing himſelf, oft 
ſpring from' the ſame air..of Arrogancy 3 I 
urge for my excuſe,that I ought in this to have 
more liberty than others, foraſmuch as I write 
of my ſelf, and of my Writings, very near as 
Ido of my other. Aﬀtions 3 and let my Theam 
return upon myſelf, I know not whether or 
no every one elſe will take- it. I have obſerv'd 
in Germany, that Lyther has left as many Di- 
vifions and Diſputes about the doubt of his 
Opinions, | and: more than.he himſelf has rais'd 
upon the Holy Scriptures. Our conteſt is ver- 
bal,” I demand; what Natwre is; what Pleaſare, 


Gircle - and. Subſtitution are... 'Fhe Queſtion is 
about words, and 1s anſwer'd accordingly. A 


fone is a Body, but if a-man ſhould further. 
18h I13 urge, 


hap. 13. Teigrneur de Montaigne's Eſayr. 48s, 


| 495 Oriptexr doiMontdigne'r Efajs: Book 
urpe,, ani whe #14: Body: do Jubltances,' awd 
ited Is Subſtanee, and fo:on;/Ne would Utive 
the reſpondem we-rhe end of bis:Calipim: Wy 
exchanie of word foranother,and oft times foi 
', +, | O98 1ef$ underſtood. 11 berter Kdiaur'whao mi 
7-z | in, than I know! what: ahlmalis; or mopral; op 
| ratiofif. To adfie: one: doubt; they. pop als 
in the giouth wiki theees 'tisahe Hlyat's head! 
7) | * Serra} welr"iiges vigh Wicks "hg 
Thete is, ſays Mornon, the'Vinue of'a Mat 
and of a Wotzan, of a Magiſttate, and of a pth 
vato Perfon, vf-an;old Man, :2nd'of a: Childs 
very wal, eryd'Soorates, we werein queſta 
out Virtue, arid:thou haſt brought vis /4-whole 
+ {\watdn, He put oat one queſtion, and rhou'rs 
- 03 0" turneſt us'@ Whole Hive, 'Asno/Bvent, nor no 
Face intirely teferables: another, ſo 
not. invifely diffey. - An ingentous- mixture of 
x::V-) Natiire, If our Faces were nor alike, wercould 
- not diftinguiſh min from Beaſt 3 Tf they were 
not Unlike, we > __ one-man 
from another, -All-things hold by fome Simb 
- Iitede; all Exaniple halts. And: the relatiod 
_ Whith is drawn from Brxperience is always 
faulty and imperfect comparifons are always 
coupled'tt- 08 endior-other. So do-the Liv 
ſerve and ate fitted/to every one df our Afﬀair, 
by fome wreſted, bia'd and: ford: Interpret 
tion. Since the-Ethick Lqw-thar'tbncorn the 
pirceylar Diity of every: onevins Wimdelf, are ft 
Hard'to b& tavight ard:obferVid, us we ſee thi 
iro45 "tis 16 wonder if: thofe wbo:governd 
tay particalays; 15 mach more Po heces 
& _ ator 
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_ 12. Py Mee ak uy 
the forri: of this Juſtice that governs us; 
| ip Teſtimony of humang weaknch,. fa 
fall it is of Error and Contradiction: pr hex 
we find to be Favour and Severity in Juſtice, 
ad we: fidid ſo-much of cham both, that Thnow 
got: whether the mean: is ſo often; met with, 
we fick parts, and unequal Members. of the 


Peopleruntob ne N: a great haſte, 
that they: juſt left ia Fork of wines man 
with.a hundred: Wounds nee him, who was 
yet- breathing, and begg'd of them Water for 
pitty's fake, and help to carry him to: ſome 
place of relief 3 faying,: they durſt, not come 
near him, but ran- away, leſt the Officers af 
Juſtice ſhould catch them there 3 and as it falls 
qut with thoſe who are found near a murther'd 
Perſon, they ſhould hecall'd 1n queſtion about 
this accident to their utter ruine, having neither 
Money not Friends to defend: their Innocence. 
What ſhould I have ſaid to theſe People > 'Tis 
certain that this Office of humanity would have 
brought them into trouble. How many Jano- 
cents: have we 'known that have been puniſh'd 
without the Judges fault, and how many that 
have not arrivd at our knowledge ? This 
| 'd.in my time. Certain men were cbn- 
 demn'd ro die for a murther committed, their 
Sentence if not pronounc'd, atleaſt determin'd 
ad: concluded on. The Judges juſt inthenick, 
are advertsd: by the Officers of a infetiour 
Cort hasd by, that they _ have fomeiwer-in 


Taſtody, who have direQy contelsd the (aid 
Murther, 
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; 488 -Seignenr de'Montaigne's Efſays. Book If} 
Marther, and' make an.undubitable diſcovery 
of all the particulars of the Fa. *Twas then 
notwithſtanding put to the queſtion, whether 
or no'they ought to ſuſpend Execution of the 
Sentence already- paſt upon the! firſt accug'd; 
They conſider'd the novelty of the: Example; 
and the conſequence of reverſing Judgments; 
thar'the'Sentence of Death was duly paſsd,and 
the Judgesacquit of repentance: To conclude 
ar 6 og CO m__ _— to the you 
of Jaſtice. ' Philip. or ſome other, provided 

=) Kell Tat porn after this manner, Þ m 

: condeinn'd a' man in a great fine to; || u 
wards another, by ' a determinate Judgment, 
The'truth ſome time after being diſcover'd, he 
found that he had pafsd an unjuſt Sentence ; 
on one ſide was. the-Reafon of the Cauſe, on 
the other fide the Reaſon of the Judiciary 
Forms. He in ſome ſort fatisfied both, leaving 
the Sentence in the ſtate it was, and out of his 
own: Purſe recompencing the intereſt of the 

*'condemn'd party. But he had to do in a repai- 
rable affair, mine were irreparably hangd, 

How many Sentences have I ſeen more crimi- 

nal than the Crimes themſelves >? All which 

— makes. me . remember the ancient. Opinions, 

Uþ 7 1 That there is a meceſſnty a man muſt do wrong 
f by retail, who will do right in groſs 5 and inju- 

j ice in little things, that will come to do Juſtice 

in-great: that bnmane juſtice is form'd after the 

avodel of Phyſich, according to which, all thatis 
utile, is alſo juſt.and honeſt; and of what is 

-held by the Stoicks, -That. Natare her. ſelf pro- 


ceeds 
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ezds contrary to Juſtice in woſt of her works 5; 
and: of 'what is receiv'd by the Cyrennicks that 
there 77 nothing juſt of it ſelf, but that Cuſtoms 


derians hold, that maintain Theft, Sacriledge, 
and all ſorts of Uncleanneſs juſt 1n a wiſe man, 
if he knows them to be profitable to him : 
there is no Remedy. I am in the ſame caſe 
that Alcabiades was, that I will never, if I 
an help it, put my fſeif into the hands of 
+man who ſhall determine of my Head, where 
my: Life and Honour ſhall more depend 
upon the care and diligence of my Attor- 
zen, than my own innocence. I would ven- 
tare my ſelf with ſuch a Juſtice as would 
take notice of my good Deeds as well as my 
Ill, and where I had as much to hope asto fear. 
Indemnity is not ſufficient pay to a man who 


does better than not to do amiſs ; but our Ju- 


ſtice preſents us but one hand, and that the 
ff hand too; let him be who he will, he ſhall 


be ſure to go off with leſs. In China, of which 


| Kingdom the Governments and Arts, without 


commerce with, or knowledge of ours, ſfurpaſ- 
ſes our beſt Examples, io ſeveral parts of Ex- 
cellence 3 and of which, the Hiſtory gives me 
to underſtand, how much greater and more 


' yarious the World is, than either the Ancients 


or We have been able to penetrate. The Offi- 
cers deputed by the Prince to viſit the ſtate 
of his Provinces, as they puniſh thoſe who be- 
have themſelves ill in their Places, ſo do they 


iberally reward thoſe who have carried them- 
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and Laws make Juftice : And what the Theos + 


679" 
| 


f 


| 


net . by rhaRT he a, 
4 CITY 
4 


3 4982 Scigntur:'de Montaipnc's Efayr. Book i; 
ſclves above the common\farr, and beyond the 
Is their Duty'3.4bey there -preſemc 
thenelyes, nat only tobe approved bur-tg 
get, nos ſimply to be paid but'to be preſented, 

No Judge; thanks be toGod, hazever yet ſpoke 

to me in the quality of a Judge, upon ally ac 

count whateyer, whether my own, or that of 
another, whether Crizhinal or Civil 3 nor no 
Prifon hes ever yeeciv'd me, ſo: much as uypoh 

c 4+ , the account of entring in to: ſ6e Ab 
on renders the very ontfide of a G rmida- 

x) ble to mes Lam fo inamounr'di of Liberty, that 
” Thould Fbe interdidied the remoteſt corner of 
the [a4ies, I ſhould live a little more unecafie, 

And- whilſt | can find either. Earth or Ajr open 

1 any part of the World, I ſhall never lurk 

* any where, where I muſt hide my ſelf. Good 
(9d! how Hl ſhould I indure the condition 
wherein I ſte fo: many People, nail'd to a cor: 

ner of the Kingdom, depriv'd of the priviledge 

of entring; mto' the principal Cities and: Courts, 

and: the liberty of the publick Roaar, for ha: 

ving quarrelFd with our Laws. If thoſe unde 
which Lhve, ſhould but wag:a finger at me by 

way :of menace, I would immediately go feel 


b 


out- ethers, let them be where they would; }} / 

all-my liztle Prudence in the C:vil Way where: &f { 

in- we-are now'ingagd, is inploy'd, that they I} - 

_ raynothinder wy liberty of ridiog from place } 4 

/orjeS | to place, Now: the Lews keep up: their oredit, N | 
| not for being; jof#, bat. e they are Lewr: ff « 


' Tris the myſtical foundation! of their Aathort 
; ty, and they have no! other; and *tis well i K 
| 30 


TN 
by 
* "4 
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þ, for they are oft made by Fools 3. for the 

moſt part, by tnen that out of batzed to equa- 

who 


ity, go leſs in.'equity 3 but always by men 
zho are vain and irrefolute Authors. re Is 
nothing; fo much, -nor ſo- groſly, nor fo ordi- 
Sly Embky, as the Laws. Whoever obeys 
them becauſe. they: are juſt, does. not: juſtly 
obey them. as he ought. Our Frezch Laws, by 
their -irregulatity and. deformity, do in ſoae 
fort tend a helping hand to diſorder and cor- 
aption, as is. manifeſt. in their Diſpenſation 
and: Execution. The Command. is fo perplext 
dnd' inconſtavt, - that ie m ſore} ſort excuſes 
both Difabedience, and the. Vice of the inter- 
wetation, the adminiſtration, and the obſex- 
wition of it, What fruit then ſoever we may 
extrat from. Experience, yet that howevyer 
will little advantage otir Inſtitution, which we - 
raw. from foreign Examples z. if we make ſo 
little: profit of that we have of our own, which 
# more familiar to-1us, and: doubtleſs ſufficient 
to inſtru& us in that whereof: we have need. 
iſtudy my ſelf more than any other. Subject 5 


Tis my Metaphyſick,, 'tis my Phyſick. 


' Qua Dews han mhundi temperet arte dommnt, Proplib.z. 
a< uenit' eXOriens, que defen, ande coatis © 5 
-” Gornibus in plenum menſitua' luna redit - 

| Uncle ſals. ſuperant venti, quid flamine captet 

&t -uertura-dies mwndi que. ſubruat arces os — Lucanlib.t. 
bo Rena, ver api pends Taber, \ 

gg 7 / [þ F y 
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E 492 "Seigneny dt Montaigne'r. Ef/2y-. . Book-i, | 
| *By what mears God the Univerſe does ſ\yay| 
"Or how the' pale-fac'd Siſter of the day, |: 

When in increaſing, can berhorns unite, | 

Till they contract into a full:orb'd light. ' 

Why Winds do-of the Seaithe better get,..-.; 

Why Errws blows, and Clouds arealways wetz 

What day the Worlds great Fabrick —— 

AR FEATS | 277 throw, 

Let them inquire” would. the op Y 

| (1 now, 

Tr this Un7verſity, I ſuffer my ſelf to be igno- 

rantly and 'negligently lead by the generl 

Law of the World. Iſhall know it well enough 

when I feel it 5 my Learning cannot make ital- 

ter its courſe 5 it will not change it ſelf for 

me, *ris folly to hope it';” and a greater folly 

 _ to concern a man's ſelf about it, ſeeing it is'ne- 
AS, ceſſarily alike, publick and common. The 
wv" bounty and-capacity of the Governor ought 
abſolutely todiſcharge us of all care oftheGs 
vernment. ' Philoſophical Inquiſttions and Con: 
templations ſerve for no other uſe but to in- 
creaſe our Curioſity. Philoſophers, with great 
Te +) reaſon, ſend us back to the Rvles of Nature; 
but they have nothing to do with ſo ſublime 

a Knowledge; they falſifie them, and preſent 

_ usher face painted with too high and too adul- 


terate a Complexion, from whence- ſpring fo 
many. different pi&ures of To uniform a Sub- 
je& 3 as ſhehas given us feet to-walk withall, 
ſo has ſhe'given'us Prudence to guide. us" in 
Life : not ach an ingenious, robuſt, and 

- ajeſtick Prudence as that of their Mn 
at 
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| | bir yet one that is eafie, quiet; and alutiferous; 
and that very ''well- performs what the othet 
powiles in him who has the good luck to 


than'in Cicero; of the Experience I have of my 
{f, I find enough to make me wile, if I were 
buta good Scholar. Whoever will call tomind 
the exceſs of his paſt Anger, and to what a 
degree that feaver tranſports him, will ſee the 
deformity of this paſſion better than in Arifto- 
tle,and conceive a more juſt hatred againſt it. 
Whoever will remember the hazards he' has 
run of thoſe that threaten'd him, and the'lighe 
occaſions that have remov'd: himfrom one ſtate 
to another, will'by that prepare himſelf for ft- 
ture changes, and the acknowledgment of his 
Condition. 'The Life of Ceſar: himſelf has no 
greater Example for us than''our own, and. 
though popular and commanding, is ſtill a 
Life contingent to all humane Accidents, "Let 
vs-but liſtento it; and/weapply to-our ſelves 
l:whereof we have principal need. Whoever 
fhall callto memory how many,and how many 
times he has been miſtaken in his own Judg- 
ment, is -he- not a great fool if he docs not 
ever after ſuſpeCt it > When I find my ſelf con- 

vincd by the Reaſon of another of a falſe Opi- 

f 8h nion, 
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494 nent te . Bookdty 0 
nioo, I do'ndt fo mach leasn what be hes ſaid ! 
to me 4hat is: m_— and wy! 0Wwn-particylar 1g- 
R_ that would be Po AP pr ag 

bg gory” n dehilisy,a0d the tree, 
> ta wi ending, from whence] 
extzatt the refbreution of the whole maſs;” ln 
all my other Errors 1 do. the ſame, and ng 
from this Rule: great utility to Life, I regard 
nat the Species and i#dividuel, as 3 Stone that 
I have ſtumbled at 3 1 learn to faſpe&t my ſteps 
ona oo and: am carefn} to place they 
2þ.. b los arn_that a man: has ſaid or Flow 

ng, 'is a i} 
ng = 1snothing but a Dol, = 
| more ample and important Indru&ion. Thy 
falſe Keps that my Memory has (o often made, 
even then when'it was moſt ſecure and confi: 
dent of it felf, are not idly thrown away,' it 
Bay now ſear thine, and afſure me'ss much 
39 4f; will, I ſhake: wy Ears, and{gare not ral 
11, the firſt oppobitian that i made to my Te: 
Gimony, puts tae into. (alpence 3 and | duſt 
not zely upon it.ig any thing .of moment, nay 
warrant it 4n- another ;:bodijcs 'e@ngcins;- and 
were it not that what I 'do for. want of Me: 

mary, others do more oftes for-want of Fajthj 
Lihonld: -always in mattes of faft, rather chooſe 
to eakeatuth gens angtbers mouth than mi 


agg. ES of the þ nh that ſway 
hiw,-as 1 bavedone into that which I am moſi 
ſabje& to; he wbuld: fee .thens coming, and 
would a little break their unpetuofity and ety 


reer, 


> ng wo , 


9%. | 


7 way a 
—_ 
up 
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huh. A dn Bo hes. 
do not hgrne ary on 2 "is 
dere is and degrees 

Y '$' 

br Flultns uti primo .cepit cans alleſrere POP, Cloud. wel. 
\Paulatine ſeſe tollit ware & altivs uydes —Lican. 
\Erigit, inde imo. confurgit. ad #thera fund. 


As the Sen fuſt hegits tO fam and fret,, 
'Thence higherfſiells, higher, and hi w 320 
;TH1 at the laſt the Waves ſo high do 

oceans 05 bis a to the oy 


»t holds in\me a onefidinl cat, It Jeaſt; 
«carefully endeavorrs to make it '{Þ; it 
las my Appetites take-their pwn conſt, as ale 
hatred and friendfhip 3; nay,even-that I bear 
tomy {df, without eling alteration orcorrup- 
tion; If 1c cannot reform the Other parts ac- 
ay to' its own. model, at: leaſt r ſnfiers 
wy elf to be The adn by them, but pleys 
FAC af t,': avertuement £Q every + £4, v7] 
ans kaow them 10. {boa be of impor '3 
Te0 ethe Gdan om and Lyynt 
— weit-on a ou of: —_ 
comprehending all he had to adviie us. | 
Hato fays alto, thatPrudence is no other thing =) 
we rio of this Ordmancesz.and Sor © * 
oes: axe Joes minngcly verifie the fame in Xensr 
then: The difficulries.and obſcnmys arenotdib6 ©? c yi. 
wind 'in a0 an | Ny Science, but by: tho e' that are 
tants ic;for a certain: degree: of In 
nr rd' to be: able to know |that a 'man 
not : 'and we. muſt thruſt | __ a” 
oor 


495 © Sejgnent de Montaigne's Eſiyr. Book: 

| _. Door' to know whether it be bolted-again} 

ns or no. From whence: this Platonick ſubtilty | 

ſprings, that neither they who know are to in- 

' . *- Quire, foraſmuch'as they know, nor they who 

do not know, for as much as to inquire. they 

muſt know- what they-inquire of. . So in this 

"of knowing a man's felf, that every man is ſeen 

ſo reſolv'd and fatisfi'd with himſelf,-and that 
every ian thinks himſelf ſufficiently intelli- 
gent, ſignifies, that every one underſtands no- 
thing at all ; as Socrates — Euthydamu to 
underſtand. I, who profeſs nothing elſe, dy 
therein find fo infinite a depth and variey, 

. | that all the fruit I have reap'd from my Lear- 
ning, ſerves only to make me ſenſible: how 
much I have to learn, To my weaknels, fo df 
ten confeſs'd,: I owe the propenfion I have to 
modeſty, to 'the obedience of belief imposd 
upon me, to a-conſtant:coldneſs and moderz- 
tion of Opinions, and a hatred of that trouble 
ſome and wrangling arrogancy, wholly 'belie 
ving and: truſting 1n it ſelf, the capital Eneny 
BN" | of Diſcipline and Truth... Do- but hear then 
| prate and\domineer, the firſt fopperics:they 

| | Utter, *tis in the ſtyle wherewtth men eſtabhil JN 
Ciczs, Religions and Laws. Nihil: eft turpius quan 
—_ —_— coonitions, & perceptioni, uſfſertionem, approt- 
Fonemgue precurrere. Nothing is more abſurd, 

than that Aſſertion and Allowance ſhould:preced 
Knowledge and Precept. - Ariftarchus ſaid, that Y- 

Zz) | anciently there. were-ſeven.Sazes to be: found 

" | #n the World; and in his:time ſcarce ſo-many 
Kools, "Have not we: more reaſon than he'to + 
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Gy fo in this Age of ours. Afﬀfirmation- and ; URS 
-Obſtinacy are expreſs ſigns of want of Wit. 


+handred times in a day, and yet he will be at 
his Ergo's as reſolute and brave as before; ſo 


lty 
1n- 
ho 
ie 
this 
en 
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"Y he reafſumes a new underſtanding by underta- 


iſthenes to his Diſciples, Let us go, ſaid he, and 
* bear Socrates, I will be @ Papil with you. And 


That Virtue was ſufficient td make a Life come 


-& fellow has ſtumbled and broke his Noſe a 


that one would conclude he had had ſome new 

Soul and vigour of Underſtanding infus'd into 

kim ſince 3 and that it happen'd to him, asto Tt) * 
that ancient Son of the Earth, who took new 
Reſolutions, and was made more daring by 

his fall. £ 


— Cut-cum teticere parentems Ovid Mes 
Jam defeFa vigent renovato robore membra, 


{Whoſe broken Limbs upon his Mother laid, 
- Immediately new force and vigour had, 


'Does not this incorrigible Coxcomb think that | 2) 


king a new diſpute 2 'Tis by my own experi- | 
*ence that I accuſe humane 1ghorance, which is, 
inmy Opinion, the ſureſt part of the Worlds 
School: Such as will not conclude it ſo in 
"themſelves, by ſo vain an Example as mine, or 
'their own,let them believe it from Socrates, the 
Maſter of Maſters. For the Philoſopher 4rr- 


maintaining this Doctrine of the Stoical SeF, 


- pleatly happy; having no need of ahy other - 
"thing whatever; he added, If riot of rhe form 
"of Socrates, The oh, "2a, that I imploy 


4 
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inconfidering my ſelf, does allo fit me to jadge 
whereof I ſpeak better, and with better ex- 


.and diſtinguiſh the conditions of wy Friends, 
\than they do (themſelves. I have aſtoniſh'd 
ſome with the pertinence of my deſcription, 
and have given them warning of themſelves, 
By: having from my Infancy been-accuſtomed 
to contemplate my own Life in thoſe of others, 
I have acquir'd a Complexion ſtudious in that 
particular. And when I am once intent upon 
It, I let few things about me, whether Coun- 
tenances, Humours, or Diſcourſes, that ſerve 
to that purpoſe, eſcape me. I ſtudy all, both 
 WhatT am to avoid; and what I am to do, Al- 


HEE \foin = Friends, I diſcover by their produdti- 


- |.ons their inward inclinations 3 not to order 
this infinite variety, of ſo diverſe and diſtracted 
Actions into certain Genders and Chapters, and 
diſtinRly to diſtribute my parcels-and diviſions 
under known heads and claſles, 


Virg.Georg, Sed Peque quam multe ſpecies, & nomine que 
4 392 Eft numerns. ( ſont 


I 


: But not the number of their'kind and names 
: They are too many. . | 


.:;Fhe wiſe ſpeak: and deliver their Fancies more 
particularly, 2nd handle them piece; by piece. 
1, who. ſee nofurtber into things than as uſance 
informs me, generally. preſent mine without 

Yi | Method, 


ill « 


"M1 
» 


tollerably of others3/ 'and there are few-things 


cuſe, I happen very oft more exaQly to ſee . 
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Method, and alſo as an Inquirer. As in this, I 
pronounce my Sentence by looſe and ynknit 
Articles; 'tis a thing that cannot be ſpoke at 
once, and in groſs. Relation and Conformity 
are not to be found in ſuch low and common 
Souls as ours. Wiſdom 1s a ſolid and intire 
building, of which every piece keeps its place, 


and carries its mark. Sola Sapientia in ſe toto Cic.de fin 


converſa eff, Wiſdom only 3s wholly turw'd intg #3 


i ſelf. I leave it to Artiſts, and I know not whe- 
ther or no they will be able to bring it about 
in ſo perplex'd a thing, to marſhall into, di- 
ſtin& Bodies this infinite diverſity of Faces, to 
ſettle our Inconſtancy, and ſer it in order. I 
do not only find it hard. to piece our Actions 
to one another, but I moreover find it ve 

hard properly to deſign them every one by 
themſelves by any principal quality, ſo ambi- 


guous and variform they are-by ſeveral lights. _, 
That which is remark d for rare in Per/ſeas x v © 
King of Macedo#, that his Mind fixing it ſelf 


to.no one condition, wander'd in all forts of 
living, and repreſented Manners fo wild and 
uncouth, that he was neither known by him- 
ſelf, or any other, what kind of man he was, 
ſcems almoſt to fill all the World. And eſpe- 
cally I have ſeen another of his ſtature, to 
whom I think this Concluſion might more pro- 
perly be apply'd ; Nomoderate ſettlednels, (till 
running headlong from one extream to ano- 
ther, upon occaſions not to be ghefsd at; no 
manner of courſe without traverſe and won- 


2 all 


derful contrariety 3 nor no one quality ſimple 
; K 


< 


< 7 


$. 


and unwixt ſo. that the beſt gueſs men can 
one day make, will be, that he affeted and 
ſtudied /to make himſelf known, by being not 


<'9.; ,, to be known. A man had need have long Ears 
+ * to hear himſelf frankly cenſur'd. And being 
there are few that can endure to hear it with- 

%) oat being nettled, thoſe who hazard the un- 


- gcnehity it to us, manifeſt a ſingular effe& of 
| riendihip 3 for 'tis to love ſincerely indeed, 
to attempt to hurt and offend us for our own 
ood. I think it rude to cenſure a man whoſe 

11! Qualities are more than his good ones. Ple- 
#0 requires three things in him that will exx- 
maine the Soul of another, to wit, Kowleage, 

- goodWill, and Boldneſs. 1 was once ask'd where 
I ſhould have thought wy (elf fit for, had any 
one deſign'd to make uſe of me in my younger 


L.") 


Years. 


Ancid.1.g, Duns melior Vires Sanguis dabat, emula nedum 
Temporibus geminis canebat ſparſa ſene@ us. 


"Whilſt better Blood my Limbs with Vigour fed, 
And e're old Age had ſnow'd upoti my Head. 


For nothing faid I, And I am willing enough 
to profeſs not knowing how to do any thing, 
that I may ſo be excus'd from enſlaving wy 
ſelf to another. But I had told theſe truths to 
that Maſter of mine, and had controul'd his 
Manners, if he had ſo pleas'd ; not in grols by 
ſcholaſtick Leſſons, which I underſtand not, 
and from which I ſee no true Reformation 
x, F- ſpring 


$00 _ 'Seigneur de Montaigne's Efſeys. Book 1tf, 


# Chap. 13. Seignewr de Montaigne's Eſſays. gOT 
ſpring in thoſe. that do ; but by obſerving 
them by leiſure, at all. Opportunities, and;fim- 
ply and naturally judging them as an Eye Wit- 
neſs, diſtin&tly one by one; giving him-to un- 
derſtand upon what terms he was in the com- 
mon Opinion, in oppoſition to- his Flatterers. 
There 1s none of us that would not be worſe 'P;" 
than Kings, if fo continually corrupted as they | 
are with that ſort of Vermine. But what. if | 
Alexander, that great King and Z ileſgper, 
could not-defend himſelf from them? I ſhould 
have Fidelity, Judgment, and Liberty enough 
for that purpoſe. It would-be a nameleſs Of- = 
fice otherwiſe, both in its Grace and Effect ; : 
» | and (tis a part that is not indifferently fit for 
* | all men. For 17th it ſelf has not the Privi- ; co $25 «.. 


Jedge to be ſpoke at all times, and in all forts, 
= | 


the uſe of it, noble as it is, has its Gircumſerip- 

tions and Limits. It oft falls out, as the World ' 
now goes, that a man lets it ſlip into the Ear 
of a Prince, not only to no purpoſe, but more- 
over jnjuriouſly and .unjuſtly. And no man | Age $5 
ſhall make me believe that a virtuous Remon- | f 
ſtrance may not be viciouſly apply'd, and that ' 

- the intereſt of the Subſtance 15 not oft to give | 
place to that of the Form. For ſuch a purpoſe, 

I would have a man that 1s content with his 


-own Fortune 3 


, "= 
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uod [it eſſe velit. nibilque malit, Mart. Epig. 
PL ſi fe , q | lib. 10 
Chap. 47 


Who likes that preſent ſtate of his, 
And would not be but what he is, 


Kkz3 and 
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to the quick, for fear'Þy that meins of hay 
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.o +1 feft being till in his own Hands. 'Now there 
' 1s ho Condition of Men whatever who ſtand 


as they do. They ſupport the publick Life, 

and' are *to ' ſatisfie the Opinion of ſo many 
SpeQators,. that when'men have ugd to con- 

ceal from them whatever ſhould divert them 

from their cown way , they infenfibly have 

found themſelves involv'd in the hatred and 

Free Ad- deteſtation” of their ' People, ſometimes up- 
rene on fo (light Occaſions as they might have 
King, avoided without any prejudice even of their 
; Pleaſures themſelves, had they been advisd 
4 « and ſet right in time. Their Favorites com- 
—  monly*have more regard to theinſdives, than 
they have to their Maſter; and indee irftunds 


©S- 
— 
_ 
=; 
Te] 
3 
__ 
O? 
FP 
=p 
=p 
Q 
© 
way 
_ 
= 
py 
©? 
"a 
If 
GG. 
"I 
buy 
© 
=Y > 
a moIrDoOm©mrEACrSTTrDOPS”PS©TRmuDUCELSSTSEE PA-OADPSSST RR * 


; Chap. x3. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. * 
them upon; foraſmuch as 'in-truth moſt Offices: 
of true friendſhips, when apply'dito the Sove-: 
reign, are under a rude and: dangerous hazard;: 
{ that therein there is great need, not only: 
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of very great: AfﬀeRion and Freedom, but. of 
Courage too.: 'To conclude all this Hodg-podg 
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which [-ſcribble, here is nothing but a Regi- 


ſter of Eſays of my own Life, which for the: 


internal ſoundneſs is exemplary enough to take 
wſtru&ion againſt the Hair 3 but as to bodily. 
health, no man can furniſh ont more profita- 


ble Experience than-I, who preſent it pure, 


and no way corrupted and chang'd by Art or 
Opinion. Experience 1s properly upon its @wn' 


Dung-bill in the Subject of. Phyſick,, where 
Keaſor wholly gives it place. Tyberias (aid, 


that whoever had liv'd twenty years, ought to 


be reſponſible to himſelf for all things that 
were hurtful or wholſome to him, and know 


f 
#2). | 


2") 


/ 
[ 4 


how to order himſelf without .Pbyſick. / And' - 


he:might have learnt it of Socrates, who; advi- 
fing his Diſciples to be follicitous of their 
Health, as the-chiefeſt ſtudy, added, that it 
was hard if a man of Senſe, having a care of 
his Exerciſes: and -Diet, did/ not. better know 
than any Phyſician, what was good or ill for 
him, And:alſa:Phyſick does. profeſs always'ta 
have Experience for the touch of its Operati- 
ons. And: Plato had reaſon. to fay, that-tai/be 
a right Phyſiciav, it would be neceſſary that 
he who would take it upon him, ſhould; firſt 
himſelf bave-paſs'd through.all the Diſeaſes he 
will pretend to cure, and thorough all the Ac- 

' Kk4 cidents 


F* 


x) 


IF) 


"Zo1f*) a Deſcription of our Maladies, as a Town-Criex 


Her. Car. © - Tandem efficaci, do manu Scientie. 


| If —Þv5's The Arts that promiſe to keep our Bodies and 


, eanhtiot ſay. I have livd long enough to be 


. to: him, 'and he knows him not for all that, 


3 $04 Seignenr de Montaigner Eſſays. Book Ill; 
It _ cidents and” Circumſtances whereof he is tg 
I We PET judge. 'Tis but Weaſon rhey ſhould ger the 


Pox if they will know how to cure it ; for 
my part,l ſhould put my ſelf into ſuch hands; 
for the others but guide us like bim who paint 
io ex Rocks add Port upon bis Cloth, wal 
there makes the Figure of a Ship to fail in all 


ſecurity; and put him to't in earneſt, he knows 
not at which end to begin. They make fuch 


does of a loſt Horſe or Dog, ſuch a Colour, 
{ach a Height, fuch an 'Ear 3 but bring him 
God grant that Phy/ick may one day give me 


 fome good and vilible relief, namely, when'[ 
ſhall cry out in good earneſt, Fo 


X - 


Souls 1n Health, promiſe a great deal, but with- 
all;there is none ar Tel hoop rhe Promiſe. 
And-4n our times, thoſe that make profeſſion 
of theſe Arts amongſt us, leſs manifeſt the Ef- 
fects than any other ſort of men. One may 
ſay: of them at the-moſt, that they ſell Medici- 
nal-Drugs, but-that they are Phyſicians a man 


able-to give an account of- the Cuſtom that 
has carried me ſo far. And, for whoever has 
a' mind to read it; as his Taſter, I give him 
this Eſay, wherein' he will fihd' fome Articles, 
as my Memory ſhall ſupply me -with my 
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{8 chap. 13. Seigneur de Montaigne's Eſſzy-. 505 
have no- Cuſtom that has not varied ac- | 


cording toaccidents 3 but I only record thoſe 
that I have been beſt acquainted with, and 
that hitherto have had thgggreateſt poſieſhion 
of me. My form of Life is the ſame in Sick- 
neſs that it is in Health, the ſame Bed, the 
fme Houſes, the ſame Meat, and the ſame 
Drink ſerve me- in both Conditions alike ; I 
add nothing to them but the moderation of 
more or leſs, according to my Strength and. 
Appetite. My Health is to maintain my wont- 
ed ſtate without diſturbance. I ſee that fick- 
nels puts me off it on one fide, and if I will-be 
ml'd by the Phyſeciars,they will put me off on 
the other ; ſo that by Fortune and by Art I 
am out of my way. I believe nothing more 
certainly than this, that I cannot be offended 
by the uſage of things to which I have been (o 
long accultom'd. "Tis for Cuſtom to giye a 
form to a mans Life, ſuch as it beſt-pleaſes, ſhe 
is all in all in that: 'Tis the Beverage of Circe 
that varies our Nature as ſhe pleaſes beſt. How 
many Nations, and but three ſteps from us, 


think the fear of the ſerene that ſo manifeſtly 


is hurtful to us, 'a ridiculous fancy, and our 
Water-men and Peaſants deſpiſe it. You make 
a-German ſick if you lay him upon a Quilt, as 
you'do an 1taliar if you lay bim on a Feather- 
td 5 and a French-man without Curtains or 
Fire. A Spaniſh Stomach cannot hold out to 
eat as we can, nor.ours to drink like the Swiſc. 
A' German made: me very merry at yy 
with. diſputing the inconvenience of our 
Rats Hearths, 


BET OOTY. oo 
LE 


3o& Seigneur de Montaigne's Efays.. Book UI; fg 
Hearths, by the ſame Arguments” which wel 
commonly make uſe of in decrying their Stover; 
For, to ſay the truth, that ſmother'd heat, and 
then the ſcent of that heated:matter of which 
the Fire is composd, very much offend ſuch 
as/are not usd' ta.. them 5 not me. But as to 
the reſt, the: Heat being always equal, con- 
ſtant, and univerſal, without flame, without 
ſmoke, and without 'the wind :that comes 
down our Chimnies, they may:many ways'in- 
2p1%* | duce compariſon: with ours. .Why do we not 

; imitate the Roman ArchiteFare.e For, they 


fay, that anciently Fires were not made in 
ther Houſes, but on the outſide, and at the 
foot of them, from- whence the heat was con- 
vey d to the whole Fabrick -by Pipes con: 
triv.d in the Wall, which were drawn twining 
mom the Rooms: that were to be warmd: 
Which I have ſeen plainly deſcribd ſome- 

« Where 10 Sezec4.:; This Gentleman hearing me 
commend the Conveniences and Beauties of 
his City, which truly deſerves'it,; began to la- 
ment me that: I was'to: go away. And the firſt 
convenience he alledgd':to; me was, the 
heavineſs that the Chimneyselſewhere brought 
upon me. He had heard ſome one make: this 
Complaintsand.. fixt it upon us,. being by 
Cuſtom depriy:d: of the means of. percetving\it 
/.,y, at home, All heat that comes. from the Fire 
adi » | makes me weak-and dull, and-yet Evenns ſaid, 
- | that Fire was the beſt condiment of Lite::1 
' rather chuſe, ay other-way: of making myſelf 

\ warm. \ We are afraid to drink our Wines 

| when 

\ 
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tion has ſeveral Cuſtoms. and Uſances, that are 
not only unknown but ſavage and! miraculous 
rw ſome others. :What ſhould. we do with 
thoſe People who: admit 'of no Teſtizeonies, if 
not _—_ who: believe not men if not in a 
Book, 'nor truth, if not of competent Age ? 


We' dignifie our fopperies when we commit { 9r-'93* IM 
them 'to the Preſs. : *Tis of a great deal more | 'Þþ 


weight to him you ſpeak of, to ſay, I have ſeers 
ficha thing; than if you only ſay, I have heard 
ſuch. 4 thing, But I, who no more disbelieve a 
man's! Mouth than his Pen, and who know 
that men write as indiſcreetly as they ſpeak, 
and-that eſteem' this Age as much as one that's 
paſty do as foon quote a Friend of my Ac- 
quairitance as Aulus Gellins or Macrobius, and 
what I have ſeen, as: what they have writ. 


Atid, as 'tis held of Virtue, that it is not grea- | ov 
ter : for' having continu'd Jozger, ſo do I hold. 


of Truth, that for being older it 1s not wiſer. 


[often ay, that-it is meer folly; that makes us | 


run after ſtrange! and ſcholaſtick Examples 3 
their fertility 1s the ſame now that it was in 
the time of Homer and Plato. But is it not that 


we derive more honour from the quotation * 


than from the truth of the Diſcourſe ? As if it 
were to borrow our proof from the Shops of 
Faſcaſan or of Plantin, than of what is to be 
ſeen in our own Village : Or. elſe indeed, that 
we. have not the wit to cull out and m__ 
"hve : | heyy 


the Beverage of Princes. In fine; eyery Na- ga. 


Wb ſake 15. Spier ds Mennaigoes Efiy. 507 
Portugal thoſe Fumes are reputed delicate, and In eſteem 


| 20,0 


37. 


RT 


bk 

| +" uſeful what we ſee before us; and judge of jp 
_ lively enough to draw it into Example... For 
if we ſay that we want authority to procure 
faith ro our teſtimony, we ſpeak from the 
purpoſe ; foraſmuch as, in my opinion, of the 
moſt ordinary, common, and known things, 
could we- but find our their light, the greateſt 
miracles of: Nature might be form'd, and the 
moſt wonderful Examples, eſpecially upon the 
ſubje& of humane ations. Now upon the Sib- 
-jc& I am ſpeaking of, ſetting aſide the Exam- 

_  *ples I have' gathered from Books, and. what 
F 7 +7 x Ariſtotle ſays of Andron the Argiaz, that he 

6 .'travell'd over the arid Sands of Lybia without 
xy drinking 3 a Gentleman, who has very well 

- behav'd himſelf in ſeveral -— = =p+ faid, 

1n a place where I was, that: he had ridfrom 

' Madrid to Lirbon in the heat of Summer, with. 
_ *out any- Drink at all 3 He is very healthful, 

'and vigorous for his Age, and has nothing &- 
traordinary'in the uſance of his Life, but this, 

to live ſometimes two or three months, nay, 

a whole year without drinking. He 1s ſome 

times a' thirſt; but he ets 'it 'paſs over, and 

holds, it is"an Appetite which eaſily goes off 

of it ſeif, and drinks moreout of humour, than 

F , Either for need or pleaſure: Here is another 
bo *f EXSoE 'Tis nor long apo; that T found one 


* of the Learnedſt men 1n France, among thole 


-of the greateſt Fortunes, ſtudying in a cornerof 
-a Hall thatthey had foparired To him with Tx 
-peftry, and/ about him a rabble of his Servants, 
"that yon may be ſure were rude and loud 
- {a enough, 


| 
ſ 
| 
| 


| 
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Chap. 13. Seigneur de Montaigne's Efazs. $09 
enough. He told me, and Sexeca almoſt ſays þ-.. 
the fame of himſelf, he made an advantage of g 
this noiſe 3 as if beaten with this rattle, he ſo 

mach the better recolleted and retird him- 

flf into himſelf for Contemplation, and that 

this tempeſt of Voices repercitſsd bis thoughts 

within himſelf. Being at Padxa, he had his * 

Kudy ſo long ſcituated in the rattle of Coach- 

&, and the Tumult of the publick place, that 

he not only formd himſelf to the contempt, 

but even to the uſe of noiſe, for the ſervice of | 
his Studies. Socrates anſwer'd Alcibiades, who x 6- © 
being aſtoniſh'd at his Patience, ask'd bim how 

he could endure the perpetual ſcolding of his 


Wife, W, 2, ſaid he, as thoſe do who are accu- 


oo» -- 
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neſts 


makes us look npon as Effeminacy and Eaſe 
Do but obſerve the difference betwixt the, way 
of living of my Laborers, and that of mine; 
the Irdies have nothing more remote bath 


from my Force and Method. I know very 
from bego1 


x h AANMETEY | 
well,that I mY pick'd up Boys fro! no 
toTerve me; who ſoon after have quitted 53g 


my Kitch;z and Livery, only that they might 


m—_— to their n—_—_ c_ A Ws ; and 
und one afterwards gathering els out of 
the $;:k for his Dinner, whom I could nei- 
ther by Intreaties nor Fhreats, reclaim from the 
ſweetneſs he found in Indigence. Beggars have 
their Magnificences and Delights as well as the 

ich ; and, 'tis faid, their Dignities and Poſj- 


« ticks. Thele are the EffeRs of Cuſtom, ſhe can 


mould ns not only into what form ſhe pleaſes, 


 ( and yet the Sages fay, we ought to apply our 


ſelves to the beſt, which ſhe will ſoon make 
eaſe tous ) but alſo to change and variation, 
which is the moſt noble and moſt ufſefil! 
of all ſhe makes us perfe& in. The beſt of my 
bodily perfe&ion is, that I am flexible, and ve- 
Ty little obſtinate. I have Inclinations more 
proper and ordinary, and more agreeable than 
others ; but I am diverted from them with ve- 
ry little ado, and eaſily: ſlip into a contrary 


;, courſe. A young man ought to croſs his own 
| Rules to awake bis Vigour, and to keep it 


from growing faint and rgſty. And there is 
no courſe of Life ſq. weak and fottiſh, as 
that which is carried on-by Rule uct 
pline. | . ua 
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RruQtion, and I have henceforward nothing 
to do but to keep itup as well asI can_) Cu- 
tom has already, e're I was aware, ſo imprint- 
& its Character in me, in certain things, that 


them off, And, without a force upon wy ſelf, 


ſhup. 13. Seigneur de Montaigne's ſy, = $112 
Ad primum lapiderms veiFari complacet, hora Fun. 
+Sumitur ex libro, ſt prurit friFus ocelli Sat. 6. 
Angulus, inſpet#a geneſt collyria querit. 


.If he but of a mile a walk would take, 
"He for the hour conſults his Almanack 3 
"If he but rub the corner of his eye, 

He chooſes Salve by his Nativity. 


He ſhall oft throw himſelf even into Exceſles, « x" 
if he will take my advice, otherwiſe the-leaſt * 
Debauch will ruine him. He will render him- 
uneaſie, and difagreeable in converſation. 
The worſt quality in a well bred man is deli- * $,pf-:") 
cacy, and an obligatiqn to a certain particu- s 
hr way : and it 1s particular, if not pliable 
and ſupple. It is a kind of reproach not to - 
he able, or not to dare to do what we ſee 
others do before us. Let ſuch as thoſe fit at 
home. It is in every man indecent, but in a | £— 2; 
Suldier vicious and intolerable 3 who, as | 
Philopemenes ſaid, ought to accuſtom himſelf | 
to all variety and inequality of Life. Though | 
Thave been brought up, as much as was poſ- 
{ible, to liberty and indifference, yet o it is, 
that growing old, and- having more ſettled 
upon certain forms ( my Age 1s now paſt In- 


I look upon it as a kind of excels to leave 
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cannot ſleep in'the day-time,: nor eat between 
meals, nor break-faſt, nor go to bed, without 


a- great - interval betwixt eating -and {lceping, 

as of three hours after Supper 5 nor get Chil. 

dren but before I ſleep, and never ſtanding 
upon my feet, nor endure my own Sweat, 

nor quench my thirſt either with pure Wa. 

ter or Wine, nor keep .my head long bare, 

nor Cut my hair after dinner 5 and ſhould be 

'as uneaſie without wy Gloves as without my 
Shirt, or without waſhing when I riſe from 
Table, or otit of my bed 5 and could not lye 
without a Canopy and Curtains, as if thcy 

. 5 were neceſſary things : I could dine without 
—*| a Table-cloth, but without a clean Napkin, 
after the German faſhion, very incommodi- 
ouſly. I foul them more than they, or the 
Italians do, and make but little uſe either of 
Spoon or Fork. I am ſorry that the fame is 
not in uſe amongſt us, that I ſee the Example 
of in Kings 5 which 1s, to change our Napkins 
at every ſervice, as they do our Plates. We 
are told of that laborious Souldier Marin, 
that growing old, he became nice in his Drink- 
ing, and never drank but out of a peculiar 
* Cap of his own. 1, in like manner, -have fuf 
ferd my ſelf ro fancy a certain form, of Glaſ- 
ſes, and do not willingly drink in common 


DITO All metal. offends me ifi compariſon of a clear 


and tranſparent matter : Tet my eyes talte too, 


| according to their © capacity. | I owe- ſeveral 
* other ſuch-niceries to Cuſtom, Natyre has alſo! 


00 


Glaſſes, no more than from a common hand : 
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- |. on the other-Gde helpt me to ſome of hers, as 


- no more to be'able to endure two full meals 
*in one day without overcharging my Stomach, - 
nor a total abſtinence from one of thoſe meals, 


without — my ſelf with Wind, drying up 
my Mouth, and dulling my Appetite, and find- 
ing great inconvenience in the Evening Air. 
For of late years, in night marches, which of- 
ten happen to be all night long, after five oe 


fix hours my" Stomach begins to be queaſle, 


with 'a violent pain in my Head, ſo that I al- 
ways vomit before the day can break. When 


.6thers go 'to-bxeak-fa(t I go to ſleep,and when. 


I riſe, ant as brisk and gay” as before. I had al- 


. ways beer) told," that the ſerene never defperſt 
it ſelf bat” th the beginning of the Night 


but for certain years paft, long and fartiliar 
frequenting a Lord pofle&'d with this Opini- 
6n, that the ſerene'is more ſharp and dangerous 


about the declining of the Su, an hour or 


two before his Set, which he carefully avoids, 
and deſpiſes that of the Night 3 he had almoſt 
imprinted in me, not only his Diſcourſe, bur 
his Opinion. What, ſhall the very doubt and 
mquifition wound our Imagination fo as toturn 
to our Inconvenience ? Suchas abſolutely and 
on a ſudden give way to their Propenſions, 


pat a total ruine upon thetnſelves. And I am 
orr 


y for ſeveral Gentlemen, who, through the 
Folly of their Phyſicians, have in their Youth 
.and Health put themſelves into Conſumption, 


| It were yet better to endure a Cough, than by « <1": 


diſuſance for ever to loſe the commerce of the 
Fo. Ll £OM- 


fer h Monmignes FS Book mw. 
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Falling licks 7 By. ater: pt, ww 
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ervitud e are-of, - Both :Kizgs and 
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Ives Arg bound to Ceremony, mine that, 
7 up and A en natural Diſ- 
penſat ation, . « li 7 ang - ſo quali. 
ha a RE j Jett. ifcretion; w ercfoxe 
ſhall ay: this of thi Ge ion of exonerating Na- 
cure, that it is bg y to referr it to certain 
ater d and nocurnal Hours, and force. a |} 
mans flfto.1 it by Cuſtom, as | have done 3 but or 
not-toſubje& himſelf, as I have dane in wy de- |} | 
dining years, to a. particular Convenience of 1 
Place and Seat; for that purpoſe, and make jt 
Np: by, long fitting > and. yet in-the 
fouleſt Offices, 35 it,not-1n ſome meaſure, ex- 
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ble to: re re care and cleanlineſs 2 
Þ - ener, + Ne homo muxdunr; & clegans. animal et. 
Epift. 92 | Fan # by Nature, 4 clean and e Creature. 


re, 1 
Xing. interrupted 10 


neſs Te their Bellics, whilſt mine. Aa Porn 
fail of our a SlUgBarion which 1 15, at | 
leaping 


| "ht p 13; Seiten de Montalghe's E/aye, 59 
kaping dut-off Bed;] if ſome ividilpenſable Buſi- 
/.or Sickneſs:do noti:moleſt/us. I do then 
ow as I-ſaid-before; thar:fick-inen-cam better” 
place \thenfſelves/any where in better ſafery 
thanin-fittirig: fall in thabcourſe of Life where- 
wich- they. | have: been bred and train'd up.. 
Aleeration; be/iei what it will, does diſteper' | 54 ccay” 
and aſtonily, - Gan:any believe that Cheſ#: ute: | 

an hure- A \Perigourdin,” or one of Lyxca! : 5: Of 
Milk and-Cheeſe'the Mountain People: men: 
eqjoy them not only a-new,/ but a contr 
Method of Life; a: change thar'the more health- 
fall could. not erdure. Preſcribe'Warter: to' a 
Breton: of threefeore and: ten; ſhut a'Sex rpc 
w-in'a- Stpve;cand: forbid! a :Baſqne Foot-man: 
walking; they will deprive-them of Motion: 
wa in the nnd; of Air anc Light. 


"2.4 
-. 
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FE Fe — &N- rains! tarts eſt? | © Aneid.1.6« 
\Coghmur Yſnctis arinnas fuſpendere rebus Galtu, © 
ue at; vivamns vivere defſininus. | Elcg Is 


toe Jupereſſe reo? quibus '&» ſpirabilis/aer 
i: E# lx: uy FOgraners Pg eſa gravis. 


k Life of ſuch: a wighty conſee uence ? - - 
We muſt accuſtom'd thingsquite'over give, 
And that wemiy live; we maſt ceafe to-live3/ 
Ican't inhaginenhey ſhould: longer live, 
Whom _ ahd atr, by whicts they ihe: do 
eve. 
r they do no otherignoil whey as this E: leaſt, 
lat they prepare Patients betimes for Death, 
by-little and little undermining and cutting 
L12 : off 


2346 off the uſage of Life. Both well and fick, 1 

** | have ever willingly: ſuffer d -my ſelf to obey 
the Appetites that preſt upon me. -I-giye preat 
Authority to my propenſions and defires, Þ 


do not love to cure one Diſeaſe by another. | 


I hate remedies that are more troubleſom than 
x) the Diſeaſe it felf. To be ſubje@ to the Stone, 


and ſubje& to abſtain from eating Oyſters, are 


two: Evils inſtead of one. The -Difcaſe tor- 
ments us on the one fide, 'and the remedy on 


the other. Since we are ever 1n danger of mi-- 


ſaking, let us rather. hazard, rather deferr the 

, diſcovery of the miſtake till after pleaſure. 
eo .| The World proceedsquite contrary, and thinks 
nothing profitable that 1s. not painful ; Faci- 

lity ſtands ſuſpeRted to. it. My Appetite is in 
ſeveral things of it. ſelf happily enough ac- 
commodated to the health of my Stomach, 

- Acrimony and quickneſs in Sawces were plea- 

. fant to.me when young,” but my. Stomach diſ- 


2 them, ſince my "Taſte incontinently fol- 


low'd.. Wine is hurtful to fick People ; and 

*tis the firſt thing that my mouth diſreliſhes 

when I am fick, and with an invincible diſ- 

93; x; taſte. Whatever I take againſt. my liking, does 
* |] meharm; and nothing hurts: me that I eat 
with Appetite and. delight 3 I never receiy'd 
harm by any aQion'that was very pleafant-to 


— 


| me 3 and accordingly have made all Medicinal 


| conchu 10ns mightily give way to my Plea- 


ſure. And have, when I was young, 
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Zen 


' Chap. 13. Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. $17 
nem circumcnrſans huc, atque huc ſepe cupido Catullu 
' Fulgebat crotina ſplendidnus in tunica. ha 5 GO 


Whilſt Cypd round me fluttering did fly, 
In his rich mantle of the Tyciar: die, 


given my {elf the reins as licentiouſly and in- 
conſiderately to the deſire that was predomi- 
nant in me, as any other whatever 3. 


- Ft militavi non ſine gloria. Fr, lib. 
| Oat 16, 


yet more in .continuatjon and holding ont 


than jn Sally. 


Sex me vix memini ſuſtinuiſſe vices. Ovid; 


'Tis certainly a misfortune, and a miracle at | #v: x" 
once, to confefs at what a tender age I was | 

firſt ſubjected to Love; it was indeed by 
chance; for it was long before the years of 
Choice or Diſcretion ; I do not remember my 
{elf ſo long ago. And my Fortune may very 


well be coupled to that of -Zartilia, who 
could not remember ſince ſhe was a Maid. 


T) 


. 


| Inde tragus: celereſque pili, mirandaque matri ouid,* 
Barba mea. | 


Phyſicians | do ordinarily ſubmit their Rules to 
the violent Longings that. happen to ſick Per- 
ſons, with very, good ſucceſs. This great de- 


fice, ſo ſtrange and vicious,.cannot be 1magin'd 


, LI 3 to 


XY+ 


dead of the S10e;who had ma 


7 RG. ai OI a Rb "5 
\ 


Fancy ? =—_ opinion, this part wholly cax- 


 _ man ſhould be ſo weak and Janguiſhing, as to 
aff have nothing \left\.hirm but wifhing. "The Art 
C - 

&%/ <'h | of Phyſick is not ſo reſolute, that we ſhould 


bewithont Authority for whatever we do; it 
change according to the Climates and Moon, 
according to Fernelivs and Scala. Tf - your 
Phyſicians do not think it good "for you to 
cep, to drink Wine, or to eat fach and fuch 
Meats; never tronble your ſelf, I will find you 
'another that fall not be of his Opinion 3 the 
diverfity of Phyſical Arguments and Opinions 
embraces all ſorts of Methods. I ſaw a miſexa- 
ble fick Perſon panting and burning for thirſt, 
that he might be curd ; and-wys afterwards 
laugh'd at by another Phyſician for his pains, 
who condemn'd 'that advice as prejidicnal to 
him : had he not tormented; hild{ſaf to good 
purpoſe ?, A* man- ofthae'Profefiion is lately 
| euſc of extream 
"9 * 71* |" ah 


» 
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' » tg.be, but that, Nezwre muſt have.a hand jn bo 


+ And then how:ealte a thing is-it to fatisfie the 
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-abſtinence-to contend with his : Diſeaſe, *-His * 
fellow Ph 
this abſtin | bs 
-dy up; and -bak'd the Gravel in his Kidneys. - 
Sickneſſes, ſpeaking diſcompoſes and hurts me 


'Voice ſpends and tires me, for 'tis loud and 


\ fone and motion of my Voice carries with it 
a great deal of the Expreſnon ſon and Significati- 


' Man with ſharp and bitter Langage, it would 


feianr (aid, that on the'contrary, 
ence from Drink: had dried his\Bo- 


I have obſerv'd, that both in Wounds and 


as much as any diforder I can commit. My 


#0 whom he ſpake. It was well ſaid, if to be 2: 
underſtood, Speak. according to the. Aﬀair you © 


— —— 


on of my meaning, and 'tis I who am to go- 

vern it, to make my felf underſtood. There is *& ve.) 
a Voice to inſtru, a Voice to flatter, and a q 
Voice to reprehend. I will not only that my 
Voice reach him, but peradventure that it 


frike and pierce him. When I rattle my Foot- * 


bevery pretty for him Ts Pray Maſter ſpeak 
Ne IE A L14 | 


lower, 
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lower, I heay. you very well. Eft quedamVox ad 
auditun pn ti} og Magnitudine fed Pro- 
prietate. [here 3s a certain Dice accomodated tg 
the Hegring, not by the Loudneſs, but Propriety, 
Speaking 1s half his that ſpeaks, and half his 
that hears the laſt of which ought'to prepare 
himſelf to receive 1t, according to its motion 
and rebound. Like Tens Players, he that re- 
£eives the Ball, ſhifts and prepares, according 
as he ſees him move who ſtrikes the ſtroke, 


. and according to the ſtroke it ſelf, Experience 


has moreover taught me this, that we loſe our 
ſelves with impatience. Evils have their Life 
and Limits, their Diſeaſes, and their 'Recove- 
ry ; the Conſtitytion of Maladies is formd 
by the pattern of the Conſtitution of Animals, 
they have their Fortunes and Days limited 


from their Birth. Whoever attempts imperi- 


ouſly to cut them ſhort by force in the middle 
of their Courſe, does lengthen and multiply 
them,and incenſes inſtead of appeaſing them, I 


am of Crantor's Opinion, that we are neither 


obſtioately and wilfully to oppoſe Evils, nor 


truckle under them for want of Courage, but 


that weare naturally to give way to them, ac- 
cording to their Condition and our own, we 
ought to grant free paſſage to Diſeaſes : And 
I find they ſtay leſs with me, who let them 
alone. Xdlkeve loſt thoſe which are reputed 
the moſt tenacious and obſtinate of their own 


deferveſcence, without any Help or Art, and 


contrary to their Rules. Let us a little permit 


« Nature to take her own; way 3 ſhe better un- 


derſtands 


19% 
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derſtands her own- Afﬀairs than we. But fuch 


a one died, and ſo ſhall you, if not of that Di- 
feaſe, 'of another. And how many have not 


i eſcapd dying, who have their Phyſicians al- 


ways at their tails? Example is a bright and 
univerſal,mirror, and in all Sciences. If it be 
a delicious Medicine, take it, 'tis always ſo 


\much preſent good. I'will never ſtick at the | 


Name nor the Colour, if it be pleaſant and 
gratefull to. the Pallat : Pleaſure is one of the 
chiefeſt kinds of profit, I have ſuffer d Rheums, 
gouty Defluxions, Relaxations, Palpitations of 
the Heart, Meagrims, and other Accidents, to 
grow old, and dye in me a natural Death, 
which I have been rid of when I was half fit 


to nouriſh and keep them. They are ſooner ; 


—_— upon by Courtefie than buffing 3 we 
myſt patiently ſuffer the Laws of our Condi- 


and to be ſick in deſpite of all Medicine. 'T 
the firſt Leſox the Mexicans teach their Chil- 
dren; fo ſoon as ever they come out of their 


Mothers Wombs, they thus ſalute them, Thox 


O—_ ————— 


art come-into the Wor 1d, to endure. endure, 


ſuffer, and ſay nothing. 'Tis injuſtice to lament 2p wu; 97) 


that that is befallen any one, which may befall 
every. one. Iadignare ſt quid in te iniqui, pro- 
prie conſlitutur eſt. Then be angry when there is 
any thing unjuſtly decreed againſt thee alone. 


See an old man who begs of Goo dlmightythet 


he will maintain his Health vigorous and en- 


VW__ 


tire, that is to (ay, that he will reſtore bimto , 


Youth; 


Stat 
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tion, we are born to grow old, to grow weak, 
is 1 
il-/ 7 


V) 
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pit, * Stat quid bac fruſtra votis puerilibus opts > 


Why pray'li thou Fool ſuch childiſh Prayers, 
$0 | (in vain? 


Is it not: fally ?/ bis condition is not capable of © 


jt. The Gout, the Stone, and Indigeltion, ate 
ſymptoms of Tong Years, as Heat, Rains and 
| Wines, are of .long Voyages. Plato does not 
believe that Eſculapizs troubled himſelf to pro- 
vide by a good dyet to prolong his Life in a 
weak and waſted Body, uſeleſs to his Coun- 
try, and to his Profeſſion, and to beget health- 
full and robaſt Children ; and does not think 
this Solitude ſuitable to the Divine Juſtice 
and Prudence, which is to direQ all things to 
Utility. My good Friend, your Buſineſs is 
done, no--bady can reſtore you, they can at 
the moſt but patch you up, and prop you a 
little, and by that means prolong yoyr miſery 
an hour or two. | 


Gal. Elegx. Non ſecus inſtantem cupiens fulcire ruinam, 


Diverſis contra nititur obicibus, 
Donec certa dies omni compage ſoluta, 
Ipſum cum rebus ſubruat auxilium. 


Like one, who willing to deferr a while 
A ſadden ruine, props the tottering pile, 

- Fill in ſhort ſpacethe Houſe, the props, and dll 
Together With a dreadful raine fall. 


£ x3”) Wemuſi learn to-fuffer what we cannot evade. 


——  — — — 


x) | Our Life, ike the harmony of the World, is 


composd 
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| icompos'd of contrary thiwgs, of ſeveral notes. .. - 
freer and harſh, Tharp and flat, ſprizely and |* 2 


—— —_— 


eel ; for thoſe People take advantage when * "= 

they have you at their mercy. They cudgel 
-your ears with their Prognoſticks 5 and having 

- formerly ſurprrz'd me, weaken'd with ſickneſs, 
have injuriouſly handled me with their Do- 
#Zrines and magiſterial fopperies 3 one while 
menacing me with great Pains, and another, 

| with approaching Death 3 by which threats 
I was indeed- movd and ſhook, but not ſub- 
du'd, nor juſtled from my place 5 and though 
my Judgment was neither alter'd nor diſtra- 
Qed, yet it was at leaſt diſturb'd. 'Tis always 
Agitation and Combat. Now I uſe my imagi- 
mation as gently as I can, and would diſcharge 
it of all trouble and conteſt if I could. Aman 
muſt affiſt, flatter, and deceive it, if he can. 
My mind 'is fit for that Office. It wants no 
appearances : throughout. And conld it per- 
fuade;-as it preaches, it would ſucceſsfully re- 
 lieve me. Wil you have an Example ? It tells 

RR. 37-7 | | | me 
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me that'tis for my good to have the Stone : that 

the compoſitions: of my Age are naturally to 

ſuffer ſome decay : that it is now time they 

ſhould begin to disjoynt, and to confeſs a de- 

cay : 'tis a common neceflity, and there is no- 

thing in it, either miraculous or new : I there- 

in pay what is due to old Age, and I cannot 

expect a better account : that Society ought 

o: 65 t0 comfort me, being fallen into the moſt 

The Stone Common infirmity of my time. I ſee every = !! 

ordinary where men tormented with the ſame Diſcaſe ; I * 
eſpecially and am honour'd by the Fellowſhip, foraſmuch 

men of as men of the beſt Quality are moſt frequently Il cc 

Quality. ;Mided with it 3 'tis a noble and dignified I cc 

2p/7,5 Diſeaſe, That of ſuch as are peſter'd with it, I 3 

3 . T5; 

*®/ few have it to a leſs degree of Pain, and yet I Ja 

they are put to the trouble of a Ttri& Diet, © d: 

and the daily taking of nauſeous Drugs and I 

Potions 3 whereas I owe my good intervals I © 

« purely to my good Fortune. For ſome ordina- I Ol 

ry Broths of Eringo's, or Burſt-wort, that I Il tt 

have twice. or thrice taken to oblige the La- I m 

dies, who, with greater kindneſs than my Pain I tt 

is extream, would needs preſent me half of II 1 

theirs, ſeem'd to me equally eafie to wh of - 

i \ fruitleſs in operation. They are to pay a thou- | P 

of, | ſand Vows to Hiſcul ius, and as Cr —_ Crowns | (e 

to their Phyſiczen, for the voiding a little Gra- I} at 

| vel, which I often do by the benefit of Na- | re 

tyre. Even the decency of my Countenance is i Cc 

not diſturb'd in Company, 'and I can-hold my g1 

Water ten hours, and as long as any man'that £ b: 

is in perfe& health. The fear of this —_ pi 

of ; ays C 
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fays one, did formerly affcight thee, when it 


was unknown to thee 3 the crying and roar- 
ing of thoſe that make it worſe by their impa- 
tience; begot a horror in thee: 'Tis an infirmi- 
ty that puniſhes the Members by which thou 
haſt moſt offended ; thou art a conſcientious 


fel low! 


i=l 


ue venit indigne pena, dolenda wenit. Ovid, 


6 « 


Puniſhments then to be complain'd of are 
When laid upon a guiltleſs ſufferer, 


conſider this chaſtiſement, *tis very eaſie in 
compariſon of that of others,and inflied with 


a Paternal tenderneſfs.: Do but obſerve how r x) 


late it:comes 5 it only ſeizes on and incommo- 


dates that part ofthy Life, which is upon the 


matter ſteril, and loſt 3 having, as it were by 
compact, given way to thelicence and-pleafures 
of thy-Youth. The fear and the compaſſion that 
the People have of this Diſeaſe, ſerves thee for 


matter of glory. A quality, whereof if thou haſt 


thy Judgment purified, and that thy Reaſon be 
right and ſound, thy Friend will yet notwith- 
ſtanding diſcover fome tincture in'thy Com- 


'plexion, 'Tis apleaſureto hear it ſaid of a man's. 
ſelf; here is great force, here is great patience. Thou + 


att-ſeen to ſweat with pain, to look pale and 
red, to tremble, vomit blood, to ſuffer ſtrange 
contractions . and convulfions, by ſtarts to let 

t' tears drop from thine eyes, to urine thick, 
black; and dreadful Water, or to have it ſup- 


preſs'd by ſome ſharp and craggy ſtone, that cru-. 


. elly 


eo/36): i 
- i 


&ly- pricks.and xears the-heck of the Bladder,, W*.* 
whilſt all the: while thou entertain'it the Com- 
pany with an-brdinaty conntenafice;, drolling; 
by fits with thy Servants, making onen4 conth. 
nueddifcourſe; how andthen{excuſing thy piin,; 
and making; thy ſuffrance leſs thatt it i: ..-Doſt' 
thou call to mind the men of ou times, who: 

e 
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greedily ſought Diſeaſes to keep their Virtye 
' {In breath ahtd' exerciſe ? Putthe caſe that-Na- 
ture force; and;put thee on. to; this. gloxios 
School, into. which: thou wouldſt, never. haye 
enter'd of thy own free will. If thou tell'ſt me, if 
that it is a-dangerous and mortal Diſeaſe ;what 
others' are not ? For 'tis a Phyſical. cheat. to: 
except any, and- to fay,. that: they do not-go- 
direftly to death.: what makes matter if-they if 
tend that way: by! accident, and if they' cally. Wt: 
ſlide and-ſlip into: the path: that leads us to-ir> I 
But-thou- doft.nat dye becauſe: thou; art; fick,, 
- thei dieft becauſe:thou- are-living. Death kills 
thes without ithe; help of "Sicknefs :' And in! 
. ſome, Sickneſs has! deferr'd;:IDeath, who-have 
livd-longtr-by reafon-that they thought then: 
ſcives always:dying,. Ta'which may beadded;: 
that as in' Wounds, fo in- Diſeaſes, ſoms| axe! 
medicinal and! wholſom. The |Cholick -15i.oft 
no-lefs Jong-liv'd-than you. We ſee men. with) 
| whom it has continud-fromnveheir Jafancy:even; 
te theifiextieme ol Ape, and; if they had: nb; 
broke company, tt would have: affliged them: 
longer ſtilt-z you-ofter kill ie, chan it kills yous: 
And' though 4t preſent. you :the-unage of ape! 
proaching: Death, -werk: it nota- good Ofhice: 


to 
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bo a,man of ſuch an Age, to, put him in mind | 
ths end.? And, which is worſe, thou haſt 
6. longer any thing that ſhould make thee 
lefire to be curd. Common Neceſlity will 
however preſently call thee away. Do but con- 
ter how artificially and genaly ſhepurs thee 
wat of taſte with Lite, and weans thee from 
ie World 3 not forcing and compelling thee 
mea a _tyrannical Subjecion, -like ſo. many 


£447 


ther Infirmities which you ſee. old, men af- 
ted withall, that hold them in continnal 
.Worment, and keep them in perpetual and nn- 
termitted Pains and Dolors ; but by Adver- 
lements and Inſtructions at ſeveral, intervals, 
ftermixing long pauſes of repaſle,, as. it. were 
b-give thee leave to meditate. and ruminate 
pon. thy leſſon at they own eaſe and leiſure : 
toive.thee means to judge aright,;and to aſ- 
ume - olution; of a man of Courage, ſhe 
wlents to thee the intire ſtate-of thy Condi- 
lon; both tn good. and evil, and one while a. 
gy. chearfull, and another an inſupportable. 
uk, in one and the ſame day. It thou ambra- 
«not Death, at leaſt thou MEE PRnes with 
once. a Month 5.by which thou haſt more. 
aſs to hope. that it will one..day ſurpriſe 
& without warning, And that being ſo: oft; - 
mdudted to the water fide, and thinking thy. 
Wto.be ſtill upon the accuſtony'd terms, thou 
g& thy: Confidence will at one time or ano- 
ix be, unexpeQedly wafted over. A man can-. 
v.reaſonably complain of Diſaſcs that fairly 
mde-the time with Healch. I: am obligd-to 
ING | Fortune 
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- "geſtion of which bei 


Fe F) Age weakens the heat of my Stomach, the'Di-ye 
| ny” perfeR, it ſendiſſi 
) this crude matter to my Reins3 CEE ) rs 
” Certain revolution may not the heat of yes 


Fortune' for having; ſo oft aſſaulted me with 
the ſame ſort of weapons 3 ſhe forms and fa- 
ſhions me by uſance, hardens and habituates 
me ſo, that I can know within a little for how 
much I ſhall be quit. For want of natural 
memory, I make one of Paper 3 and as any 
new ſymptom happens in my Diſeaſe, 1 ſet it 
down ; from wherice it falls out, that being 
now almoſt paſt all ſorts of Examples, if any 
aſtoniſhment threaten me, tumbling over theſe 
little looſe notes, as the Syb7l/s Leaves, 1 never 
fail of finding matter ' of Conſolation from 
ſome favourable Prognoftick in my paſt Expe- 
rience. Cuſtom alſo makes me hope better for 
the time to come. For the Condu@ of this 
Evacuation having ſo long continued, *tis 
to be believ'd that Natyre will not alter her 
cqurſe,-and: that no other worſe accident will 
happen than what I already feel: - And beſides, 
the condition of this Diſeafe is not unſuitable 
to my prompt and ſudden Complexion.” When 
it aſſaults me gently, I am afraid, for 'tis then 
for a great while 3 but it has naturally brikY}; 
and vigorous Exceſſes. It claws me to purpoſe fr 
for a day or-two. My Reins hold out an Ap; 

without Alteration, and I' have almoſt now þ, 

livd another fince they chang'd their 'ſtate.Y;p- 
Evils.have their Periods as well as Goods; by Y 


EBESSSESPPL SD SpTunsCc—Dnucw_wm a 


adventure the Infirmity draws towards an end. 


Reine 


_ 
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Cp. 13. Scigntur de Montaigrie's Efiyf: $Ig 
"Reins be alſo abated, fo thar they cati®no. 
'& cibre petrifie my flegm, and Nature find our 
' & fone othet way of purgation: Years have & =) 

vidently help'd me to drain certain Rhumes; © 

arid -\ why not theſe excremetits which furniſh 

matter for Grave/? Bat is'there any thing + 

feet in compariſon of this ſudden change, 

when from ar{' exceſſive pain, I come, by 

the w__ a Stone, to recover, as from! 

«flaſh of Lightning, the beautiful light of 

health, ſo free 'and full as it happens iti out 

ſadden and moſt ſharp Cholicks ? Is there a- 

oy thing in the pain ſuffer'd, that a man can 14,074, 
- © Colntetrpoize.to the pleafure of ſo ſudden an moreples«- 
Famendment 5 Oh! how much does Health Zoratter 
'F ſeem ſo much the more pleaſant to me after © © 
- © {o near and contiguous ſickneſs, 'as that I can. 
© ſtinguiſh rhem in the preſence of one ano- 

ther in their greateſt bravery, wherewitlt 
'F they dreſs themſelves in emulation, as if to 
= make head apainſt, and to difpute it with one 
© another ! What the Szozcks fay, that Vices are 
> profitably introdac'd, to give value to, and to 


Yr 'oit virtue ; we can with better reaſon, and 
>" temerity of-cefffare, ſay of Nature,that ſhe 


R hs given ris pain for the honour and Tervice 
2 of pleaſtire and indolence. When Socrates, 
Riftct his" Fetters were knock'd off, felt the 
I prcalure of that itching. which the _ of 
"; © them had 'cans'd inFhis Legs, he rejoyc'd to 
OE wnfider the tric alliance berWIt pain and 
"Eafire, how they are link'd together by z 
1 Siecehry connexion, ſo that by turns: they + 
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© £30. Seigmeur de-Montaigne's Efayy, Book UE.) 
Hilo: gnd mutuaſly beget one another ;. and 
us, to. Ns nhe; ought out. of. 
ion,. to have taken a, Body, 

36 raggr hs a fine Fable. The worſt that I fee, 
/ Py 5 ther, diſeaſes. is, that they. ar not fo giie- 
, Vousin-theirefiect, as they are. 1n their illue, 
A man is 2 'whole-year-in_receyering,. agg 
alfthe. while full of weaknels and. fear. There, 
is lo. much. hazzard, and ſo many ſteps to ar» 
, Five-at ſafety, that there-is no end on't. | Be- 

fore they have unmuffled you. of a Handker- 
chief, and then of a Callot, before they al- 
low you to walk abroad and take the Ai, 
'to-drink Wine, lye with your Wife, and eat; 
Melons, tis odds you relapſe into fome new. 


E : FE) 0 Ul ; Diſt emper. The Srone Be has, priviledgs, 
ai carries it WED 0 


thers always leave behind: them ſome 
gra and alteration, that. renders the Bo. 
ſubject to ſome new diſeaſe, and lend-a- 
+ to one another. ; Theſe; are excuſable, 
that coment themſelves with poſſeſſing-us,. 
without extending, it farther, ,and  introdue; 
' ing their conſequences: But., courteous "0g 
kind are thoſe whole paſſage brings us -81 
profitable iſſue. Since I have beentroubled wi 
the Stone. I find my. ſelf freeg om all oches, 
accidents,” much. more me hunks Fama Wes 
before, and have never had-any Frazer ſinee, 
x) «Ia Peet h t the extreme oo | 


'S - ; tO,PI 
8 ther fie oc my naulitzce f 
FoſtsI ara-fofed to EPs r C88? Igeb 
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kumours.; and Narure i in thoſe Stones. voids 
whatever. there: 1s in. me, of ſupe : 30d 
furtful.. Let them nevep tell me that. it is 4 - 
medicine og £8 bought. Far what. avails 
fo By Kane king Apozemes, Cauſticks, Inch 
weats;. Setans,. Diets, and ſo. many 

hos methads of Cure ; which oft, by reaſag 
we aze notable ro undergo. theix violence and 
importunity, bring us-to our Graves; Sq that 


53t 


<a? am ill, 1 look npan it as Phyfich, | *) 


when well, foran abſolute deliverance. 
here is another particular benefit of my dif 
eaſe. z which is, thas it almoſt plays its game 

by it ſelf, and lets me play mine, or elſe I 
only want Cauyrage tado- it ; fas in is great» 

et fury, I have endured "it ten- Hours 

eb an Harſe-back ; do but endure on- 

hy. 30u al ro. thr rej " HY ; Play | 
= da this, and the Yother thing tao if you 
your debauch will do you mare, good | 

Gan harm. - Say as much to one that hag 
"I the Pax, the Gout, or Burſten Belly. The 
[ W ather diſeaſes have maze univerſal obligati- 
: ons, wrack our actions after another kind of 
Fe FH diſturb our whale order, and to 


the whole flats 
[cle No Ti _—_— Skin,it Jeavesthe- 


g 3nd. the Will wholly at our 
ole, as —K'v the: Tongue, Hands and 
Feet. It rather awzkes than ſtupifies yaw. The. 


Skis i Be i Ek, ant Of 
| an e, nd gifs 
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ſonuſh'd 
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©»  , aſtonifſh'd by all the Diſeaſes that hurt the 
whole Maſs, and the moſt noble parts: This 

| never meddles with the Soul. It any thing 
poes amiſs with her, 'tis her own faulr, 

ſhe betrays, diſmounts, and abandons: her 

wuz $: x Telf. Lhere are none but Fools who ſutter 
themfelves to be perfwaded, 'that this hard 
and —_— body whic is bak 'd in our Reins 
is to be diſſolv'd by drinks ; wherefore, when 
it is once ſtirr'd, their is nothing to be done 
but to give it paſſage, and alſo it will take 

« it of it felf. IT moreover obſerve this parti- 
cular convenience in it, that it is a diſeaſe 
wherein we have little to gueſs at, We are 
difpenc'd from the trouble into which other 
diſeaſes throw us, by the incertainty of their 
Cauſes, Conditions and Progreſs. A trouble 
that is infinitely painful. We have no need 
of Conſultations and Dodtoral Interpretati- 
ons, - the ſenſe well enough informs us 
both what it is and where it is. By ſuch 
like Arguments, weak and ſtrong, as Ci 
cero did the diſeaſe of his Old Age, I try to 
rock: aſleep and amaſs my imagination, and 
to dreſs-its Wounds, - If I find them worſe 
to morrow, I will provide new remedies and 
#pplications. That this is true, I am cometo 
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\ | Chap. 13. Secignenr de Montaigne's Efſays. $33 
coſts me no-more but a little heavineſs and 
\  uneaſfineſs in that part. "Tis ſome preat | $£-6V, 
| Stone that waſts and conſumes the ſubſtance | ** 
| of our Kidneys, and of my Life, which I by | 
| 3 little and Title evacuate, not without ſome | 
natural pleaſure, as an excrement hencefors | 
ward ſuperfluous and troubleſome. Now if | 
I feel any thing to rowl and ſtir, do not ex- 
pe that I ſhould trouble my ſelf to conſult 
my Pulſe or my Urine, thereby to put my 
ſelf upon ſome tormenting prevention. I 
ſhall ſoon enough feel the pain, without ma- 
' F king it more andlonger, by the diſeaſe of 
| fear. Who fears to ſuffer, doesalready ſuffer | 25" 
FB whathe fears. To which may be added, | 
that the Doubts and Ignorance of thoſe who 
take upon them to expound the deſigns of 
Nature and her internal Progreſſions, and the 
many falſe Prognoſticks of their Art, ought to 
= us to underſtand that her ways are in- | 
crutable and utterly ' unknown. There is The guef- 
great uncertainty, variety and obſcurity, in fingardif-' 
| & what ſhe either promiſes or threats. Old. _— 
d | Ape excepted, which is an undoubted fign ry uncer- 
 B of the approach of Death, in all other acci- 2 


dents, I ſee few ſigns of the future, wherein 
' & we may ground our Divination. I only 
| judge of my ſelf by my real ſenſe, and not 
by diſcourſe : To what end,. fince I am re-. 
' | falvd tobring nothing to it but expectation 
and patience. Will you know how much I 
get by this > Obſerve thoſe that iv other- 
wiſe, and who: rely upon ſo many diverſe 

| M m 3 per- 
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£xHp | There isno 


: | commended to Youth, as Activity and Vigi- 


never Dine before Eleven, nor Sup. till after. 

893-17 5 SIF, , I have formerly attributed the cauſe of 
the Feavers, andother Diſcales I have faln in 

to, to the heavinsfs that long fleeping had 

| brought upon me, and have. ever repented 
x) my lleeping again in the morning. Plate is 

” more angry at the exceſs of {leeping, than 

- that of drinking : I love to lye hard, .and. 

alone, even without my Wiſe, .as A7ngs and 

Princes do, but well cover'd with Cloathes: 

They never warm my Bed, but fince my. 

being grown Old, they ;give ine for need, 

warm Cloths to lay to my Feet and Stomach. 

They find fault with thegreat Scipzo, that he 

Was 
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| Qhap.xy- Selprror de Montdigne's. Efaps. 
| _ great Sleeper ; not; yr my opinion; for 
my other-zeaſon, if not that men were; dif- 
Alees'd, that. ;he- alone ſhould have 
an him tobe found fault: withal. If I have 
any thing: curious in.my way of Living, 'tis 
ragher in my Lying than :any thing elſe 5: but 
; Frag Lgive way-and accommodate :my 
lf as -muchias.any :one to neceflity. - Slee 
ig Jas taken UÞ 4. gxeat part of my iLife, 
an ge Fens cantinue.at the Age I.now am: t6 
bit or nine:hques together .; I wean 
1234 Sep. ko my adyantage, from:this propenſi- 
on. to floth;. and am evidently the berter for 
Þ fdoing}/. I-find the changea little hard'in- 
dend,::but-in three days 'tis.oyer, and ſeeburt 
ſew that hve with leſs $leep, when need re- 
qiures z-and -:that more conſtantly exerciſe 
- tharafelves, .nar to whom long Journeys are 
de troublefame. My Body is capable" of a 
fixro, but not af a violentor ſudden Agitati- 
00. TI revade of late all: wolent exerciſes, 
and ſuch. as make me ;ſweat, 'wherein: my 
Limbs grow: weary before .they arehet. 1 
can;ſtand a whole day together, and am/ne- 
ver weary of walking :.Butfrom my Youth, 
I never lov'd to Ride upon Pavements. On 
foot, .I go.up to the.Breech in dirt, . and little. 
Fellows as I am, are ſubje& in the Streets to 
be Elbow'd-and J uſted, tor want of Prefence 
and Stature, and I have ever lovd to repoſe 
iy £kK, - whether :ſfitting or [lying , with 
any Heels: as high, :or © higher than my 


eyed There js.no-profefſion is more pleaſant « E fig. [+ 


than 
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 thantthe military, a profeſſion” both! noble 
in'1ts execution, { for Valour, is the ſtrongeſt, 
proudeſt, an1 moſt generous, of all Ver- 
tues) and noble in its cauſe. ' There is fio 
Utility cither more Univerſal; or more Juſt, 
than the protection of the Peace 'and gran- 
. deurdf a mans Country. The company of {6 
many Noble, Young, and\ Active men de- 
liglits- you, - the ordinary fight of: ſo many 
Fragick:: Spectacles 3. - the: liberty of : this 
Converſation: without . Art, with 'a* Maf 
culine and unceremonious -way: of living, 
| you; the. variety of ai "Thouſand 
fevbral Actions 3. the encouraging Har- 
mony of Martial Muſick, that © raviſhes 
and. .jnflames. 'both your - Ears and Souls, 
the: Honour:of thus .exercife, nay, even the 
ſuſferings and difficulties of War, which Pla- 
t010- little eſteems;} that he makes Women 
and Children | ſhare in:it in- his: Republick, 
are delightful.royou. You put :your ſelves 
woluntarily. upon . particular Exploits and ha- 
Zards, according as you judge of their luſtre 
and;umnportance, and ſee when even lite it 
felf 15 excuſably employed. 


Ent, Pulchrumque mori ſuccurrit in armis. 


., - And we conceive it brave to die in Arms. - 
Mr Ogilby. | 

: To fear common: dangers that/ concern ſo 
great a multitude of men; not to dare to do 
what fo many forts of Souls,' and a whole 
: of £02 241 people 


<- 
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people do, is for a heart that*is low, and 
'mean beyond all meaſure. Company en- 
courages ſo much as Children. Tf others ex- 
cell you” in Knowledge, in Gracefulneſs, in 


Strength; 'or Fortune, you have third cauſes | 


to blame for that, but to give place to 
them. in ſtability of "mind: you can blame no 
one- for that but your ſelf.----Death: is more 
Abje, more Lang iſhing, and Pyinful in 

7 Bat#eT; and Fevers andc Catharrs, 
F4 Painfal, and-(Mortal' as a Muſquetcſhotr*: 
And whoever has fortified himſelf valiantly t6 
bear the accigeiits of common life, would not 


heed 10 raiſe | his' courage to be” n- Souldicr; 


Vivere; mi Lacilli, militare eft; © To live; my 5,v., 
Lucillus, is to make War.- I do not: © femember Epift. 56! 


that [ever had the Ntch, od. et ſcratching 1s 

natures ſweeteſt gratifications, and 
neareſt at hand; *bat/ he. Snare follows too 
near; I uſc/it moſt in my Ears, *'which are 
often} -apt to Itch; "T'came "into the World 
with'all my Senſes intire, even-to perſeQion. 
My Stomach is. commodiouſly good, as alſo 
ismy Head and my Breath ;-and'for the moſt 
part, uphold themſelyes ſo in the height of 
Fevers.' I have paſt the age to which ſome - 
Nations, not without reaſon, thave preſcrib'd 
ſo juſt a term-of Life, that they would not 
ſuffer men to exceed it ; and yetT have ſome 


intermifſions,though ſhort and inconſtant, fo -* 


clean and ſound, as are little inferiour to the 
Health, and Indolency of my Youth. = 
not ſpeak of Vigour -and Spritelineſs, *t 
| | Boe 
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1.16. -"” Non Joc anglius of diminsu6.ague. | ib 
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anc 
fiv 
.My, ſighs. no longyr can foftain. ; 12!] i bly 
jet 
the 


- The þargſhips : at +he Wind: andRein 
q bn: 8 +1. ot {A 
"hs GD Hoes pry diſcover \ne, 

afnens ya *Fdre, 
\thaytheyamally.are.;: My briends o 
KN ies brforecl fee the cauſe in my; fall ; 
Lookingrglab \dees noti;fright- me; for 
__, Eveniamy; Youth, it. hes. thelalo :me-mare 
2; 4: than ance; todaaye Þ ſcurvy.complexian, and 
© of .AM{Pragaofiick, without any great qonle: 
quence s.\nlogmagh thatghe Py/cransnet find: If - 
19g 2ay caſe. within, anfwerable-torthatouts IN +. 
daljzzationattributed:tt$0:;the mind,and II .;. 
OE pafſion-thatitormented-;me withy 
hs Y; FIES6oSail ns Ser oa 


Bp.c | 


i5-then - not, only 

2 bus us Maooyer full bait 
EShachign comman!y is, 

Complexion, andiha 7 byirs A. Deſign, mr 


Ovid Trift. « "Neonitin Artus egne noi ents, =_ 


a) | ceo tconld God.:; 


That &'re-my: Body, fu ord by: my We: 
am 


 UObav-23- Segnend Monddigns Bp, 559 | 
| = of the opinion, that this —_ [i 
ne of. my-Soul, -has oft raigd my Bady 
from its rp Itis oft depreſt ; andaf. the 0- 
ther be not brisk-ar Bay, tis.at Jeaſt- quiet 
and at- reſt. I.had Quran gee four or 
five months, that had made me look mifera- 
bly-i3ll;- my thind -was always; if not calm, 
jet... plexſant.; if the ;pain-be without meg 
the- weaknels and ilanguor'.do fot. roach. 
fflict me : I ſee ſeveral corporal faintings,. ap ay.c v4 
that beget a horrour in me but to name, : 

1 ſhould - leſs - fear than - a thou- | 

ad paſlions and egitations of mind that 1 
e-inwſe. Irefolve ne more to run, 'tis 6 ' 
nough that I crawlalong ; and no more com- 

_ s the natural decadency 'that-I feel i 

uf 


: * 
ab cumidam gnttNr 11ratur int Alpibus 2 . F | Five WL 


| hen. I: regret that my duration thall not: 
| bens long and entire as that-of: an Oak. I; 
| Blave no reaſon to. ccomplain of my. imagina- 
tom, for I havehad few thoughts-in my Life: 
which have ſo much as broke my fleep,if not 
thoſe of dare, which have awak'd without 
g me; I gream þut felgom, and then 
o Ghinvera 7. and fantaſtick things, common-- 
+ from pleaſant thoughts, and ra-: 
r ridiculous than-ſad ; and believe it to be; 
| "e, that dreams are the true Interpreters | -IY 
of our;3nclinations ; but there is art requird | 
toJort and underſtand tþ them. | 


Res, 


540 Seigneur as Montaigne's Eſſays, Book [if « 

- "Res que in vita uſurpant 'homines cogitant' f 

curdnt; wident, © 133-231 rm i ; 

': Queque agant vigilantes, 'agitantque, ea ficut i © 

Cieers de wn werked a Þ of of hf (46 Q 
Div in foo acctidunt, minus nimirum' eſt. ; 
: 

f 


 *Tis no wonder f what men prattice think,care 
for, ſee, ard. do when waking, ſhould alſo run is 
cir Heats, and difturb\them when they are '4- i © 


Steep. ors hs 9 th Y 
Gs *s | n 


xe). | - Plato moreover ſays,” that *fis:the office of T 

* | Prudence to draw No uctions of Divination I *' 

of future” things from Dreams- I ſee'no- p 

thing init; if: not the wonderful experience' | $ 

that Socrates, Zenophon,and Ariſtotle, all men. 

of irreproachable authority relate. Fiſts: Þ ;. 

The Ar rians fay, that the Atlantes never Dream, li 
verdrean; Who alſo never eat any thing' that dyed of it 
ſelf: Which I add, foraſmuch-as it is perad- n 
venture' the reaſon! why they never Dream, 


// for Pythagoras'order'd 'a- certain preparation £ 
'" of Diet, ''t6'begetproper/Dreams ; mine are. p4 


always vory- gentle,” without any agitation oe 
of Boy 'or expreſſion of:voice. I have ſeen” I} © 


ſeveral of my 'time' wonderfully diſturb; ar 
Theon the Philgſopher walk' in his ſleep: Y 2 


as alfo did Pericles his Servant, and that up-' | + 
on the Tiles, and tops of the Houſe. I hatd-' th 
ly ever chooſe my Diſh at Table, but fall ts' 7 
= of the next at hand, and unwillingly.change* GS 
apI'9fp,| MY Diſh. A confuſion of Meats, anda-elut- 

E- | ter of Diſhes diſpleaſes me as- much - as Pr. 
ing 


Chap. 13- Scigneur de Montaigne's Eſays. . 541, . 
thing whatever. I am eaſily fatisfied with | 


Diſhes, and. am. an enemy torhe opini- | 


on © 
' ſnatch from you the meat you. like, - and ſet 


fw 


avorinus, that in a Feaſt they muſt 


another Plate of another ſort before you, and 


that it's a, pitiful Supper, - if; you.: do not 


fate your Gueſts with , the Rumps .of ſeveral 
Fowls, and that Be Rego, only. deſerves 
to be all eaten.  T uſually eat ſalt meats, and 
yet 1 love Bread that has no falt in it ; And 
my Baker never ſends up other to my Table, 


"contrary to the Cuſtom of the Countreyy 


In my infancy, what. they had moſt to cor- 


re in me, was the refufal of things that 
Children commonly beſt love; .as Sugar, 


Sweet-meats, and March-panes. My Go- 
yernour contended with this averſion to de- 
licate meats as a kind nicety. And indeed 
tis nothing elſe but a difficulty of taſte in 


—_—_— 


ſhall cure a Child of an obſtinate averſion to 


any thing it applys it ſelf unto. - Whoever * 8 oV 


 Brown-bread, Bacon, or Garlick, will cure him 
.of all kind” of Delicacy. There are ſome 


who pretend to Temperance_and. Patience, 
by. wiſhing for Powder'd . Beef and, Hams 
amongſt Pheafant and Partridge 5 Whey -have 


1 good time on't 3. 'tis the Delicacy; of Deli- 
Gcies, 'tis the talfe of an effeminate. Fortune, - 
that. diſreliſhes ordinary. and, accuſtom'd- 

| Arab tedio bur: gn £4. 
dit.” To ceaſe to make good cheer - with 18. 5 
what another does, ,and to be, curious in- 


things, Per gaz luxaria 


was. 


what a'man eats, is the eſſence of this vice., 
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| - If an Herb foop in a fmatl diſh thou fear, 
£9. 03 | There is deed rhis differen L bet: 


ter to obpe'#'mans appetite tg. things :that 
gre m to be ha s always Vice 
to oblige mans felf. T forr by id a kinſ- 
man of mine was nice, who, by being in qur 


The good Father that Gad gave me, ( w 
has nothing of me but the acknowledgment 
of his bounty, but truly 'tis a very hearty 
one ) ſent me from my | radte to be brought 
up in a —_ of his, and there conriqued 
me all the white I was ar Nurfe, and yet. log- 
ger, bringing me up to the meaneſt, and 
26 Ly;*, moſt common. way of living: Magpa pars 
Smet Ep. Hibertatis eft bene moratus venters, A well gg- 
123- | wvernd Belly is a great part of Liberty. Never, 
take upon you your ſelves, and much leſs 
That Mo- give up to your Wives, the care of their Edy- 
thers - cation, teave the forming them to fortune, un; 
—_— der poplar, "and natural Laws ; leave it ta 
the Edu- Cuſtom -to train them up to Frugality,” that, 
cation of they- may © rather defcend. from hardſhips, 
=: PRs :than' monitnp'to them. This humour of 
© his yet air'd at attother end, that is, to make 
me familiat with thoſe people, and that cons 
dition of men which moſt rieed our aſſiſtance ; 
<- believing, 
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' If believing thath ſhotild be: more oblig/'d rather? | 


wo provides! fathers of he _meaneſſ 5 xe Þ:{73) 
Fortune, to oblige,, and bid. me to-then) | il 


Neither has his deſign: ſucceeded: altogether 

if x: for, whether: it be-upon the accountof 

ry, becauſe: there is more honour in fuch 

, Rn he or out of a natural com- 

| 10N, that :has a. very great. er over: 

me, F have a. very kind  aetants 

' I the meaner fort of people. The Faitiow 

which I condemn in our Civil Wars, I ſhall 

more ſharply condemn when I ſee them flou-: 

Wiſh. It will half reconcite -me' to them, 

when I ſhall fee them miſerable, and ſup»: x 

| B preſt. How much do I admire the generous « £22, 

' E humour of Chelonis, Daughter, and Wife ro; The noble 

; IN the King: of Sparta! whilſt her: Husband: _— 
Cleombrotus, inn the commotion- of her Cy; 

had the advantage over Leonzdas, her Father; 

the, like a good: Daughter, fiuck cloſe to her? 

bather in all his miſery and exile, ins oppofis. 

tion to the Conguerour. But: fo ſoon as the® © 

chance of War turn'd, ſhe changd. her Wi# _... 

with the change of Fortave, and generalty 

turn's to her Husbands fide, whom ſhe ac« 

companied- throughout, where his ruin car- 

fed him: Having, as it appears, no other 

choice, than tÞ cleave to'that Tide that ſtood: 

fat in necd-ofher, and where the could beſt: 

manifeſt her Pietyi:and Compaſſion. Fanv - 

Bom naturally 


544-2 Scigneut. de Montaigne's \Effays. Book; UT 
naturally more apt: to. follow the example of 
Flaminius, who: ftill” more: readily pave his 
aſſiſtance to'thoſe that had'moſt need-of him; 
than to thoſe who had power to do him good; 
than I do to'that 'of Pyrrhus;\who was of an 
humour-to truckle under the great, .and'to 
domineer over - the meaneſt ſort of people. 
Long fittings at 'meat both trouble me;* and 
do me harm; for, be it for: want of better 
countenance, or that I haveaccuſtomed my 
felf to it from a Child, I cat all the while I 
fit. Therefore- it is, that at my own Houſe, 
though the meals there are of the ſhorteſt, 
(4 2 6.x —_ down a little while after the reſt; 

, after the manner. of Auguſtus ; but 4 do-not 
75 5'%= imitate him-in riſing alſo before the reſt of 
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offices 


the Company: On the contrary, I love to fit }f *- 

Rill a long time after, and to hear them talk, : 

/3 d V;,” provided I am none of the talkers, for I tire, |} : 
and hurt my ſelf with ſpeaking upon a fult MF 
Stomach, as much as I find it pleaſant and I} -'t 

. ,, Very, wholſome to argue, - and to ſtrain my } 

£ — V* yoice before Dinner. The antient Greeks and I} i! 
ong Raves had, more _ than we, in fet- 4 
meals of, ting apart for Eating, which is a principal' £: 
the Ay tion of Life, if not diverted by ww 6H 
extraordinary buſineſs, many hours, ' and I»! 

the greateſt part of the = eating and ci 
drinking more>&deliberately than-we do; :.5 

who perform-allour Actions in Poſt haſte; © 

and in extending this natural pleaſure ro |[--1 

more letſure and better uſe;: intermixing with |-:1 

. their meals ſeveral ' pleaſant” and profitable ih 
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at Death will be fo much | 
the 


No 


| 


; 


- 


| _  Blhpler te Monidight' Big wen, ; 


thelefs painful; 346 will kill brit 4 quarter of a 
than 'or - but hatf'a one | moſt. 'Thave one 


Togth Tately'Eillin'our without drawing, atid. 


Without pain * it 4vas 'the nathtal 'term of its 
duration. Bbth'that'parr of my Being, and'ſe- 
veral oitiers, ate'atready dead, and -others half 
dead, of thoſe that Were moſt ative, and in 
ESRD 'my vigorous years 3 fo 
Tat melt-and fteal away ek my ſelf, What 
iwould*ittbe'in ot underſtanding to 
-the' height of this fall, already Þ 
vancd, 49 it 'were' from-the utmoſt 
ice?/I'kopeTſhall not. 1 in truth 'ire- 
Let x principal [Conſolation ir the meditati- 
ot of ttly Death, that it-will be;juſt-and''tta- 
tural, fer that henceforward 1 cannot herein 
— ihe _— or hope from Deſtiny any other 
; , blitalawfull Favour. 'Men make themſelves 
'- befieve that they hive formetly” 
[= LA longer Lives. 'But' they | 
arid ” Folon, who was of thofs el- 
-der Niles, "4688 Hevertheles limit'the Durati- 
'on; of Life to* threefcore | and ten” ont I, 


"Noe > - Whitever þippens ck 
net2 Couſe of Nature, ma be” on 
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be acce table*and*p eaſant. es 
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'priſes us, . old Age "condintin ng us to It, is 
molt cafie, "and in ſome 


| Tort deliciqus. Vitam 5 oeniog apo Ihid, / Gr" 


* '@ 29K, « 


Liege it {af throu ughow with Life, Od 
| Þf anticipates its Hour arid Shoulders, even into 
| Ef the courſe of our growing up. have Pictures 
.of my ſelf taken at five and twenty, and five 
and thirty years of Age, I compare them wth 
that Lztely drawp, how often is it no more me, 
w much more is my preſent Image unh E 
Tr former, than to-thatl ſhall go our of the 
"World withall ? It.is too much to abuſe Ne 

: wc to make her trot ſo.far that ſhe muſt 

orc'd to leave us, and abandon our Condy 
'our Eyes, Teeth, Legs, and all the reſt, tot 0 
'tnercy, of a foreign and begg'd affiſtance 3 and 
| ls reljgn us into the hands of 47, being wea- 
lowing us her [elf I am not very fond 
fa r of Sallets or Fruits, except Melons. 'My 
ather hues all ſorts of Sawces, and I love 
Hom all. too much hurts me, but for 
bun of pct [. eat, 1 do not yet certain- 
ow, that any ſort of Meat diſagrees with 
- mach z neither have l obſerved that. ei- 
ther Full,,woz or Decreaſe, Spring or Autur, 
In re_burcfull to me. We haye in us. motions 
6 hat are inconſtant, and for which no reaſon | 
Nao? can 


- 


\ 2-2 BS. a 


\ 
» 


__— 


Cao's * 


D_—_ 
> 


= o'r B-' 


*_, 


| | _ 13. Seignenr de Monte” Efpje. | 

' things that dre gf: according to Neture, fre os |” 
'he acconnted good. And fo Plato jewile & 'S, 
that the Death hy 
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648 Sejgneur de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book [lf], 
can be given. For Example, I found Radiſhes 
firſt grateful to my Stomach, ſince that nauſe- 

| | ous, and now at preſent grateful again. In ſe. 
veral other things likewiſe I find my Stomach 

_ and Appetite to vary after the ſame manner. 
T have. chang'd and chang'd again, from White 
to Claret, from Claret to White. I am a Feat 

"lover of Fiſh, and conſequently make my Faſt, 

' Feaſts, and my Feaſts, Faſts 3 and believe 

what ſome People ſay, that 1t 1s more eaſie of 

5-2, digeſtion than Fleſh. As I make a Conſcience 
| | O cny Th upon Fiſh-days, ſo does my 


” Taſte make a Conſcience of mixing Fiſh and Þ 5 
| Fleſh, the difference berwixt them (fenis to me - 
' to be too great ſo to do. From my Youthl |: 
| have uyd ſometimes to be out of the way A 


at Supper, cither to ſharpen my Appetite 

_ againſt the next Morning, ( for as Epicurw 7 

' faſted and made lean Meals to accuſtom his Þ. 

' Pleaſure to make ſhift without abundance ; 1 

- on the contrary do it to prepare my Pleaſure b 

to make better and more chearful uſe of Abun- h 

, dance ) or elſe 1 faſted to preſerve my Vigour t 

_ for the ſervice of ſome Adton of Body of th 

"Mind : for both the one and the other of thoſe 1,2 

are cruelly dull'd in me by Repletion (and 

- aboveall things,[ hate that fooliſh coupling off 

ſo healthful and fpritely a Goddeſs with that ** 

little betching God, bloated with the fume of ** 

| _ -his Liquor) or to cure my fick' Stomach, and 

_ 4,5, for want of fit Company. For I fay as the 
& 0% | fame Epicuras did, that a man is not ſo mu 

to regard what he eats, as with whom; Andi 

| | commend I} 5 


g i <omMmend b/ozio, tl g . #) 


'tite and Hunger enhanc'd. I ſhould take no 
pleaſure to be fed with three or four pitiful 
and ſtinted Repaſts a day, after a Phyſical man- 
'ner. Who will aſſure me, . that it I have a 
good Appetite in the morning, I ſhall have 
the ſame at Supper : But eſpecially, let us old 
Fellows take the firſt opportune time of eat- 
Ing, and leave to Almanack-makers the hopes 
'and Prognoſticks. The utmoſt fruit of my health 
{1s pleaſure 3 let us take hold of the preſent and 
"known. I avoid conſtancy in theſe Laws of 
Faſting. Who will that one Form ſhall ferve 
him, Jet him evade the continuing of it 3 We 
harden our ſelves in it, our Forces are there 
ſtupified and laid aſleep : fix months after you 
"ſhall find your Stomach ſo inured unto it, 
that all you have got is only the loſs of your 
-Jiberty of dojng otherwiſe, but to your pre- | 
© judice. I never keep my Legs and Thighs 
' warmer in Wizter than in Summer, one ſingle 
f pair of SiJk-ſtockings is all : I have ſuffer'd 
| my ſelf for the relief of my Rheums to keep 
[my Head warmer; and my Belly upon the ac- 
|-count of my . Cholick : my Diſeaſes in a few 
gaycs habituated themſelves, and diſdaind my 
; Nnz3 ordinary 
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ordinary Proviſions I was preſetitly got,from! 
a {ingle Cap, to a Ny, and from a Napkin 
he belly-pieces of my Dou- 


xt yu a Sto- 
low this gradation, and you wh go a very 
wo paging, 5h I leave off thoſe too, i 
I durſt, f you fall into any new inconveni- 
ence all 1s 


perſtitious Rules 3, they muſt add ſomeig 


$ 
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of retirement and oo | 
ormerly us'd to do. For 


thirſt that is created by eatitig, aid then 
drink as, hard as any, I drink pretty well for 


a man of-my piech: In Site, and t 4 hilt 
gry meal, I do.not only exceed the limits of 
Augyſtis, that drank bur thrice preciſely 3 bit 
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hb alas, about three half pints. For the little 
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-not to offend Dexacrates his Rule, who for- 
bad that men ſhould ſtop at. four times, as.an, 
unlucky number 3 I proceed for need. to the 


| vw of. 


afles are my favourites 3 and I take a delighe 
to drink them off, which other People Dy 
as an indecent thing. I mix my Wine ſome- 
times. with half, ſometimes the third part Wa- 


' ter. And when I am at home; by an ancient cu- 


ſtom that my Fathers Phyſician preſcrib'd both 
to him and himſelf, they mix that which is de- 
fign'd for me in the Buttery three or four 
hours before 'tis brought in. *Fis ſaid, that 
Cranaus King of Athens was the inventer of 

is Cuſtom ſhing Wine with Water 5 
whether profitable or no,, I have heard diſpu- 
ted, I think it more decent and wholſom for 
Children to drink no Wine till after fixteen 


- or eighteen years of age. The moſt uſual and 


common method of living is the moſt become 


- ming : all particularity in my opinion is ta 


be avoided, and I ſhould as much hate a Ger- 


 havea free and caſie reſpiration,and my Colds 


Na 4 
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Daper is more an enemy to ine than the cold-/ 
of Win 


ter”; for, beſides the incommodiry of 


Heat, leſs remediable than Cold, ' and belides 


the force of the Sun-beams that ſtrike upon the 


Head, all glittering Inght offends my eyes, ſo 
thatT conld not now fit | 
a flaming Fire. To dull the whiteneſs of Pa- 


, in thoſe times when I was more wonted 
to read, I laid a piece of glaſs upon my Book, 


and found my Eyes much reliev'd by it. I am 
to this hour 1gnorant of the uſe of SpeRacles, 
and can ſee as far as ever I did, or aty other. 
"Tis true, that in the Evening I begin to find a 


little trouble-and weakneſs in my Sight, if I - 


read 3 an exerciſe that I have always found 
troubleſome, eſpecially by Night. Here 1s one 


ſtep back, and a very ſenſible one; I ſhall re- | 


fire another, from the ſecond to the third, and 
ſo to the fourth, fo gently, that I ſhall be ſtark 
blind before 1 ſhall 'be ſenſible of the age and 
lecay of my ſight: ſo artificially do the fatal 


-  Sifters untwiſt our Lives. And yet I doubt 


that my Hearing _ to grow thick, and 
you ſhall ſee ] ſhall have half loſt it, when 


- ſhall till lay the fault on the Voices of thoſe 
. y 
| Oy C "1 


that ſpeak' to me. A man muſt ſcrew up his 
Soul to a high pitch, to make it ſenſible how 
it ebbs away. My walking is quick and firm, 
and I know not which of the two, my Mind, 
or. my Body, I haye moſt to do to keep in'the 
fame' ſtate, That Preacher is very* much- i 
$5: Eos. ALS þ i #7 + \ | Frie l, 
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t at dinner over afainſt 


ER 8 ; L el F a ns TITER IE - 
x Fe ; : LOR < 4 P PEE F : 6 ” ; : Sth F : = F -* 

wn CSecigneur de Montaigne's Effeys, Book WW.” | C 
$52 "0 gN WD 7-0 i * | "y F 

_— ws hi 5006 "I its Y TITS 4004. . % , 

for the moſt part go off without offence'to the'' Þ}| | 
' e * x i: a " is _ : Con I | | "ps : : : 

,Lungs, \and without a Cough. The heat of 

? : F : - 
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' Þ Friend, that can oblige my Attention a whole 
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| Sermon through. In places of Ceremony,where « 7-v < * 
| every ones.Covintenance is fo hands ples - 
1] have ſeen the Ladies keep even their Eyes 


ſo fixt 5-I-could never order it fo, that ſome | 

| part or other of me did not laſh ont; ſo that | | 
Il 

| 

| 


though I was ſet, I was never ſeled: As the , 


Philoſopher Chryſippws his Chamber-Maid ſaid 2] 
of her Maſter, \that he was only- drunk in hig-drenkin 
| Legs, for it was Ins Cuſtom to be always kick- "** © 
ing his Legs about in what place foever he 
fat; and ſhe ſaid it at a time when the Wine = 
having made all his Companions drunk, he i 
found no alterationin himſelf at all. The fame, #,, £04) i 
VU Ml 


may alſo be faid of me from my Infancy, that Ul | 
[ ___ either folly or quickſilver in my ny Mi 
much ſtirring and unſettledneſs there is in them. 
Wherever they are-plac'd. 'Tis indecent, befides - 
the hurt it does to ones Health, and even to 


Fingers for haſte, Diogenes meeting a Boy eat- Greedy | 
ing after that manner, gave his Tutor. a box pror' by 4 | 
& 


a i 
fol 


courſe, by the Reaſon. he had from Plato, that: 
it is the Cuſtom of popular men to. call Fid- 
ler: and Singing-mento Fealts, for want of good 
Diſcourſe; and, pleaſant talk, with, which men 
of Undesſtanding know how to entertain one 
another. Vero requires all this in great. En- 
tertainments, Perſons of gracefyl Preſence, and 
agr verſation, that are neither filent 
nor bablers 3 Neatneſs and Delicacy both of 
; Meat and Place, .and fair Weather. A good 
(#; Treat is neither Dighty artificial, nor a little 
c #5 v,\volapraous 3 neither the greateſt Coptairs,nor 
greateſt Philoſophers have diſdain'd either 
. the Uſe or Science of cating well. My Imagi- 
nation has deliver'd three of them to the Cu- 
ſtody of my Memory, which Fortune rendred 
ſovereignly ſweet to me upon ſeveral occaſi- 
ans in my moſt flouriſhing Age. My preſent 
ſtate excludes me. For every one, according 
to the good temper of Body and Mind where- 
in he then finds himſelf, does from thence make 
out to his own uſe a particular: grace and 1i- 
king 3 but I, who but crawl upon the Earth, hate 
this inhumane Wiſdom, that will have us de- 
+ i\piſe and hate all culture of the Body. I look 
£0VF # upon it as an equal Injuſtice to loath natural 
eaſures, as to be too muchin love with them, 
XZ) Merxes was a Fop, who, environd wyth all hu- 
— franc Delights, propord a reward to him that 
conld find him- out others; but he is not mach 
leſs ſo, who cuts off any of thoſe Pleaſures that 
Nature has provided for him, A man ſhould 
. neither purſye nor flie, but receive wan. 3 FC: 
| ve 
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ceive thin I coHfels a Hittle 100 affeftionately 


_ Mid Kindly, arid eafily frffer oy! ff co follow! 

fy natural Propenfion. We bave'nothing to 
do to exapgerate their inanity,they themſelves 
will triake tis firfficiently fenfible of ir. Thanks 


be to ont fick Minds that abate onr Joys, and - 


. pat them our of tafte with therti, as with them- 

lves. They entertain both themſetves and all 
they receive, one While better, and another 
worſe, according to their inſatiable, vagabond, 
- dtd verſatile Effence. 


( cit. 
Sihcernim eft niſi vas, quodennque infundis aceſ- He Lt. 


Unleſs the Veſſel you would uſe be ſweet 
"Twill ſour whate're you ſhall pur into it. 


I, who boaſt that I fo ctirioufly and particu- 
hrly imbrace the conveniences of Life, do 
find, when I moſt nearly confider them, bur 
very little more than Wind. But what 2 We 
are all Wind throughout, and moreover the 
_ Wind it (elf loves te bluſter' and ſhift from 


_ Corner to corner more diſcreetly than we, and 


conrents it ſelf with its 1 _ Offices, without 
defiring ſtability and ſolidiry, Qualities that 


nothing belong to it. The pure Pleaſures, as 


well as the pure Diſpleaſies of the Tmagimari- 
_ bn, fay ſorhe, are the greateſt, as was exprels'd 
by the balance of C\ynokews. Tis no wonder. 
It rake thein to its own Jikinp,and cuts them 


out of the whole Cloth. Of which Ievery | 


| Uay ſee fotable Examples, and'peradyenture 


to 
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to be defird.; But I; who'am of a mixt and 
heavy Condition, cannot ſnap ſo ſoon at this 
one ſimple: Object, but-that I negligently. ſuf- 
fer my ſelf to 'þe carried away with. the pre- 
ſent Pleaſures of the general humane Law. In- 
telleQually ſenſible, and ſenſibly intellectual, 


corporal Pains, ſo corporal Pleaſures are more 


ovpel,; « The Cyrenick, Philoſophers will have it, that as 


4) 


Ly 


powerful, both as double, . and as more juſt. 
There are-ſome, as Ariſtotle ſays, who out of a 
avage kind of Stupidity, pretend to diſguſt 
them: and I know others, who out of Ambiti- 
on do the ſame. Why do they not moreover 
forſwear breathing 2 Why do they not live of 
their own, and refuſe Light becauſe it ſhines 
gratis, and coſts them neither pains nor inven- 
tion 2 Let Mars, Pallas, or Mercury, afford 


. them their light by which to ſee, inſtead. of 


2,20 þ 


X) 


CI 


Vens, Ceres, and Bacchus. Will they not ſeek 
the 2uadrature of the Circle, even when moun- 
ted upon their Wives ? I hate; that we ſhould 
be injoyn'd to have our minds in the Cloud:, 
when our bodies aro at Table; I will have the 
mind there nail'd, not that it ſhould wallow 


| — 


there, but I am willing it ſhould apply it ſelf 
to that place, to fit, but not to Ilye down 
there. ' Ariſtipp#s maintain'd nothing but the 
Body, as if we had no Sou] 3 Zero tickled 
only for the Soul, as if we-had no Body. Both 


, of them faultily. Pythagores,ſay they, follow'd 
a Philoſophy that was all Contemplation ;, Socra- 
tes, one that was all Manners and Aion. Pla- 


to faund out a mean betwixt both 3, but , they 


only 
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: "only fay fo for Diſcourſe fake, - for the true 


mean is found in Socrates 3 and-Plato is more';. 


Socratick than Pythagorick, and it becomes him 
better. When I dance, I dance, when I fleep, I 
ſleep. Nay, and when I walk” alone in a 
beautifull Orchard, if my Thoughts are ſome 
part of the time taken up with ſtrange Oc- 
currences, I ſome 'part of the time call them 
back again to my. walk, ta the Orchard, to 
the ſweetneſs of the Solitude, and to my ſelf. 


Nature. has with a' Motherly tenderneſs obs « £ 9p” 


ſerv'd this, that the aRions ſhe has injoyn'd 
us for our neceſſity, ſhould be alſo pleaſant 
' to us, and invites us to them, not only. by 
Reaſon, but alſo by Appetite: and 'tis injuſtice 
to infringe her Laws. When I ſee both Ceſar 
; and Alexander in the thickeſt of their great- 
| Et buſineſs, ſo'fully injoy humane and: cor- 
poral Pleaſures, Ido not fay that they flacker'd 
their Souls, but 'wound them up higher by 
Vigour of Courage, ſubjeQing - theſe violent 
Imployments, and laborious Thqughts to the 
ordinary uſance of Life. Wiſe, ll 

liev'd, that the laſt was their ordinary Imploy- 
ment, the firſt, their extraordinary Vocation. 
* We are great fools. ' He has paſt over his Life 
in eaſe, ſay we: I have done nothing yet that 


is new. What ? have you not liv'd till now ?. 
"Tis not only' the fundamental, but the moſt . 


illuſtrious of all your Occupations. Had I been 
. Put to the - management of great Afﬀeairs 3 I 
\ ſhould have made it feen what I could do. 
Have you known how' to meditate, and man- 
| nage 


'they be- * 
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page your Liſe; you have perfor « the 


wark of all. For a man to ſhe et 
out himſelf, Nature Þ _ne une, 
ſhe .equally ſhews her (elf in, | degrees, and 


prone ACuntain, 2s well. pu ant.one. Haye 
you known.how. to compoſe your, Loney ? 
you have done.a great. Teal more tha 

hunk Bogks. Have you. known TOY to 
ke.repals 2./you bave,doge more than he 


who has wken.Cities and Empires. The glp- 


ions Maſerypiece.of man.s,- to know how:to 
live.to puapoſe 5 AL er thin 
lay up treaſure, |and-to Þ | 
;but-ligle Appengixes, gb Tirtle: 


"op I take 
a Uelight -to.ſee,a General ,of an at the 
foot of A Breach he intends preſent 


to Af 
fault, ;giye himſelf up intire and free.at din- 


| WW; to talk ,and,be,merry with his \Friends. 


7, When Heaven ;' Earth were 


,conſpird againſt, him and. the,Ro mar Liberty, 
$0 ſteal ſame hour. of the . 


Night from bis 
d and, args olzbizs in all 
0A 5, that truck]e un- 


_ t. to, know, how 


Rounds a} 
lacurity 


v—— 


7to. 


o l ves, t_to 
keyow how 10 lay thaw ale, tne th o them 


UP 8gain. 


O fortes, -pej aque paſſs | 
"eg ter 


e viri, mime vino-pellite- caras, 


Cras ingens- interabimws-&quor. 


Sir Thomas BraveSpigits, who withmehave ſuffer dforraw, 
Hawkins, .Driak. 


Cares away, WE1L ſet up ſails to morrow, 
Whether 


ren w—_ Pak F 


| Chap. 73. Soignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 

Whether it be in;jeft or earneſt, that the Theo- 
Togical and Sorbonical Wine, and their Feaſts 
ure 'turn'd into 'a Proverb 3 1 find it Reaſon, 

| _ Way _ 10 mag commodi- oy 
ouſly a nthy,, as t ve profitably 
and Trioully: rome the morning in the ex- 
ercife of their Schools. The'Conſcience. of ha- 
well ſpent the other hours, is the juſt and 
ſavor fawcei of Tables. "The Sages liv'd after 
that manner, 'and/that inimitable emulation to 
Virtue, which-aſtoniſhes us both in the. one 


and the other Cato:; fo did that humour of 


'theirs, ſevere even to importunity, gently ſub- 
Mit it'felf, and yield to the Laws: of the hu- 
'mane Condition? both: of Venus and. Baccbes 3 
according to thei Precepts :of (their Se&, that 
'requite a perfect wile-man, ſhould' be as expert 
and \imelligent -in:the-ufe 'of Pleaſures, as1n 
Al -other dtivs of Life. Cz. cor 
| piat: pulatzs. He 'that has. a karned. Soul, has a 
-learned' Palate too. Yielding and: Facility, on. 
zmethinks, wonderfully honour, and beſt be 
'come:a ftrong'and-generous'Soul. 'E __ 
-dasdid (not: think/ that to-daunce, fing,. 

3A meent/upon them, with the Jones 
ofthis City,-were s that didany way.de- 
x from ther honour oÞ his:glorious- 
»| rles,-and: the : perfe&-reformation.'of-Manners 
'*hatiwas'in-him.: And. 
irxable ations of Scip7o,the Ire Per- 
for worthy the Opinion of a: heavenly, —_— 
'vtion: ; ithere is-nothing that gives him at 
"ep Grace than to ſe him carelefly: and: c 
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ere? | | 


ſomany-adai- - 


-and-playing at Coitzs upon the .Sea-ſhore with 
- his friend Le/i4s 2: and, if it was foul weather, 
amuſing /and pleafing himfelf in. repreſenting 
in Comedies, by writmg the tmeaneſt and 

| popular ations of men. : And having his head 


_ - and Afﬀrik, viſiting the Schools, and being 


© ures, improving himſelf even to the envy of 
£15 , bis Enemies at Kozee. Nor! is: there any thing 
- * more remarkable in Socrates; than that, old as 

- He was, he-found time to make bimſelf be in- 
-ftructed- in-dancing and playing' upon Haſtry- 
© ments, od. thought it'time well ſpent-3- who 
- nevertheleſs. has been ſeen in. an Exſtaty ſtand- 
- Ing upon his feet a whole day and a night to- 
yrs in the:preſence of all the Grecian Army, 
«lurprizd and raviſhd with. ſome profound 


, . 


many valiant men of the Army, ran to-the re- 
-- Hef of Alcibiades, oppreſsd with the Enemy, 
-that\ſhielded him with his own Body, and diſ- 
. _engagd' him 'from the :Ciowd,. by! abſolute 
: force of: Arms... It was: he who:in the Delign 
--Battel reliev'd and ſaved Xenophor, when'di(- 
- mounted from. bis Horſe ;;/'ant who, amongſt 
< alt che: People of: Athens, inrag'd as; he, at; io 
-- unwortby.-z Spectacle, firſt -preſented-himſelf 
- 0 reſcue Therawenes, whom: the thirty'-Ty- 
'- rants werehalingtoExecntionby.their Guards, 
- and 'defiſted/not from his bold Enterpriſe; but 
- -@t the. remonſtrance of Fheraireres himſelf, 
ith | th 
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. +rifling. 1 ing.and chuſing Shells 
-Hſhly crifling, in. gathering; ing Shells, 


11 of that wonderful enterpriſe of Hannibal 
continually--preſent at the Philoſophical Le- 


$92ra/er ;YThought.: He was: the: firſt; who anongſt fo 
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though'he was only follow'd by two more in 
all. He has been ſeen, when courted by a Bean- 
y with which he was in love, yet maintain a 

vere abſtinence in time of need. He has been 
ſeen continually to go to the War, and with 
his bare feet to trample upon the Ice; to wear 
the-ſame Robe Winter and Summer, to ſurpaſs 
all his Companions in Patience of ſuffering, 


and to eat no more at a Feaſt, than at his own « 


private Dinner. He was ſeen ſeven and twen- 


ty years together to endure Hunger, Poverty, 


\the Indocility of hts Children, and the Talons 


of his Wife, with the ſame Countenance; and 
in the end Calumny, Tyranny, Impriſonment, 
Fetters, and Poyſon. But was that man oblig'd 
to drink to him by any Rule of Civility ?: He 
was alſo the man of the Army to whom the 


advantage. remaind. And he never refusd to 
. play at Cob-zut, nor to ride the Hoby-horſe 


with the Boys, and it became him well ; for 


all Attions, ſays Philoſophy, equally become, and | 5/>v; 


equally honour a wiſe man. We have enough 
wherewithall to do it, and we ought never to 


be weary of repreſenting the Image of this 


great man in all the patterns and forms of Per- 
fetion. There are very few Examples of Life 


fall and pure, and we wrong our Inſtruction | ; >; 0X *+ - 
every.day, to propoſe to our felves'thofe that it 
-are weak and f 

fervice, that pull us back, and that are rather 
-Corrupters than Corre&ors of Manners. The 


imperfe&, ſcarce good for any one 


People deceive themſelves; a man goes much 
| O 0- more 


| # Chap.'13. -Seignexr de/Montaigne's Eſſays, $61 
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more eaſily indeed by the ends, where the ex- . 


tremity ſerve for a bound, a ſtop, and guide, 

than by the middle way, which is large and 

open, and according to Art, than according to 

Neture ; but withall, much leſs nobly and 

,, commendably. The grandure of Soul confiſts 

bo. not ſo much in mounting and .in preceeding 
forward, as in knowing how to govern and 
Eircumſcribe it ſelf. It rakes every thing for 

great, that is enough; and demonſtrates it ſelf 
better in moderate, than eminent things. There 
is nothing ſo handſome and lawfull, as well 

2) | and duly to play the man 3 nor Sczexce ſo 
|| hard as well to know how to live this Life, 

92; 1] andof all the Infirmities we have, 'tis the moſt 
ſavage to deſpiſe our Being. Whoever has a 
mind to ſend: his Soul abroad, when the Body 
1s 11] at eaſe, to preſerve it from the Contagi- 


on, let him do it if he can: but, in all other. 


things, let him on the contrary, favour and af- 

fiſt it, and not-refnſe to participate of its natu- 

ral Pleaſures and .Delights with a Conjugal 
Complacency : bringing to it withall, if it be 

- a Wiſer Soul, Moderation, leſt by Indiſcretion 

' they ſhould confound them with Difpleafures, 
\f.. | Intemperance is the beſt of Pleaſure, and Tem- 


perance .is not its Scourge, but rather its ſea- 
ſoning. Eudoxws, who therein eſtabliſh'd the 
 fovereign good, and his Companions, who ſet 
ſo bigh a value upon it, taſted it with a more 
charming ſweetneſs by the means of 'Tempe- 
rance, which in them was moſt fingular and 

: EXCcn- 
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| | 1;. Seignear de Montalgne's Eſſays. 
\ exemplary, .1 enjoyn my Soul to look upo 
Pair and Plafare with an Eye equally regu- 
larz Eademt enim Vitio eft effuſſo xninti in leti- 
tis, quo in dolore contraFio : For "tis by the® 
ſame Vice that we dilate onr ſelves in Mirth, 4nd 
contral# thent ir: Sorrow : and equally firms but , 
the one gayly, and the other ſeverely, and, ac- 
cording to what it is able, to be as carefall to 
extinguiſh the one as to extend the other. The | 


judging rightly ods, brings along with 
it the judgihg ſoundly of Evil. Both Pain 


Cr rr rr SIannn te 


has ſomething not to be avoided in its tendet 


innings, and Hleainte has fancrhin that 
may be avoided 1n its exceſſive end. Pts 
couples them together, and will that it ſhould 
be equally” the Office of Fortitude to fight 


againſt Pain, and againſt the immoderate and 
charming blandiſhments of Pleafure. Fhey are 


two Fountains, from which whoever draws, 


when and as much as he needs, whether Czty, 
Man, or Beaft, is very happy. The firſt is to 
be taken phyſically, and upon neceſſity more 
ſcarcely; the other for thirſt, but not to drunk- 
ene(fs, Pain, Pleaſure, Love and Hatred are the 
fieſt things that a Child is ſenſible of; 1f whey 
is Reaſor cones. to him, he -apply himſelf 
to it, that is Virtue. I have a peculiar method 


of my own; I ſquander away my time where 
& 1s if and uneafie 5 but when 'tis good 
L wilt not ſquander it away. [I run it over 


an, ant ſtick to't 3 a man muſt run over : 
| ide 34, and infift apon the good. This ordi- 
Ooz nary 


Cicero. 


us, be & 
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nary Phraſe of paſt-time, and paſſing away 


the time, repreſents the ufance of thoſe - 


wiſe ſort of People, who think they can- 


Not have a better account of their Lives, 


than to let them run out and ſlide away, 


| to pals them over, and to baulk them, and, 


Seneca. 
#jift. 1 5. 


: hoop 


as much as they can, to take no notice of 
them, and to' ſhun them, as a thing of 
troubleſome and contemptible Quality : but 
I know it to be another. kind of thing, 


and find it both valuable and commodt- 


ous, even in its lateſt decay, wheretn I 
now injoy it: and Nature has deliver it 
into our hands in ſuch and ſo favourable 
Circumſtances, that we commonly complain 
of our ſelves if it be troubleſome to us, or 


ſlide unprofitably away. Stulti Vita ingrata 


of trepida eſt, tota in futurum fertur. The 
ife 


e of a Fool is uneaſie, timorous, and whol- 


ly bent upon the future, Nevertheleſs, I com- 
poſe my ſelf to loſe mine without regret, 
but withall, as a thing that is loſeable by its 
Condition, not that it troubles or importunes 
me. Neither does it properly well become 
any, not to be diſpleas'd when they dye, ex- 


, cepting ſuch as are pleasd to live. There is 


QB, 


me — wr, 


good husbandry in enjoying it. I enjoy it 
double to what others Tos or He incallire 
in Fruition depends more or leſs upon our 
application to it. Now eſpecially that I per- 
ceive mine to be ſo ſhort m time, I will ex- 
tend it in weight 3 I will ſtop the _— 

o 


\ Seignenr de Montaigne's Eſſay. Book Ill, 
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of its flight, by the ſuddenneſs of my ſei- 
fing upon it : and by the vigour of uſing 
it, recompence the ſpeed of its running away. 
By how much the poſſeſſion of living is more 
ſhort, I muſt make it ſo much deeper and 
more full. Others are ſenſible of Contentment, 
and of Proſperity, I feel it too, as well as 
they, but not only as it ſlides and paſſes by z 
and alſo a man ought to ſtudy, taſte, and ru- 
-minate upon it, to render condign thanks to 
him that grants it to us. They enjoy the 
other Pleaſures as they do that of ſleep, with- 
out knowing it 3 to the end, that even ſleep 
it ſelf ſhould not ſo ſtupidly eſcape from me, 
I have formerly causd my ſelf to be diſturbd 
in my. ſep, to the end that I might the 
better and more ſenſibly reliſh and taſte it. 
I conſult with my ſelf of a contentment ; I do 
not skin, but ſound it, and bend my Reaſon, 
now grown perverſe and ill humour, to en- 


tertain it. Do I find my ſelf in any calm:com- & c#:,0vp* 


poſedneſs?_is there any Pleaſure that tickles 
me 2? [I do not ſuffer it to dally with my Sen- 
ſes only, T aſſociate my Soul to it tao : not 
there to engage it ſelf, but therein to take 
delight : not there to _— it ſelf, but to be 

reſent there 3 and employ it on 1ts part, to 
bw it ſelf in this proſperous Eſtate, to weigh, 
eſteem, and amplifie the good hap. It reckons * 
how much it ſtands indebted to Almighty 
God that it is in repoſe of Conſcience, and 
other inteſtine Paſſions, to have the Body 
Oo3 in 


in a natural diſpoſedneſs, orderly, and com- 
petently enjoying the ſoft and flattering fan. 
' ions, by which he of his bounty is pleag'd 
to recompence the ſufferings wherewith his 
Juſtice at his good Pleaſure does ſcourge 
and chaſtiſe us. How great a benefit is it to 
man to have his Soul ſo ſeated, that which 
way fſoever ſhe turns her Eye the Heaven 
1s calm and ferene about her > No Deſire, no 
Fear or Doubt, that troubles the Air, nor 
any Difficulty paſt, preſent, or to come, that 
his Imagination may not paſs over without 
Offence, ' This Conſideration takes great 1u- 
ſtre from the compariſon of different Condi- 
tions, and therefore it is, that I propoſe to my 
ſelf in a thouſand faces, thoſe whom Fortune 
or their own Error torment and carry away 3 
and moreover thoſe, who more like to me, ſo 
pegligently and incuniouſly receive their good 
Fortune. They are men who paſs away their 
time indeed, they run over the preſent, and 
that which they poſleſs, to give themſelves up 
to hope, and for vain Shadows and Images 
which fancy puts into their Heads 3 | 


Morte obita quales fama eſt volitare figuras, 
Aut que ſopitos deludunt ſonia ſenſux. 


pr. 0githy, Such ſhapes they ſay that dead mens Spirits 


have, 
Or thoſein Dreams our drouſie Senſe deceive. 


which 


| }- Chap. 13, Seigrewr de Montaigne's Eſſays. 


which haſten and prolong their flight, accor- 
ding zs they are purſu'd. The fruit and end 
of their purſuit is to purſue 3 as Alexander 
faid, that the end of his labour was to labour. 


F= 
Thinking nought done, if ought was left 
_ to do. 


For my part then I love Life, and cultivate 
it, ſuch as it hath pleasd God to beſtow it 
upon us 5 I do not defire_it ſhould be with- 
out the neceſſity of eating and drinking 5 
and I ſhould think to offend no lefs ex- 
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' Nil aflum credens cum quid ſupereſſet agenduns, Lucan, 1.x; 


Ria 


cuſably to wiſh it had been double. Sapierrs Seneca; 


divitiarum naturalium queſitor acerrimus. A Epiſt, 119; 


wiſe man is an avaricious gaper after natural 
riches, Nor that we ſhould*ſupport our ſelves 
by putting only a little of that Drug in- 
to our Mouths, by which Epimenides took 
away his Appetite, and kept himſelf alive. 
Nor that a man ſhould ſtupidly beget Chil- 
dren, with his Fingers or heels, but rather, 
with reverence I ſpeak it, that we might vo- 
luptuouſly beget them with our Fingers 
and heels. Nor that the Body ſhould be 
without deſire, and void of delight. Theſe 
are ungrateful and wicked complaints. I ac« 
cept kindly, and with acknowledgment, 
what Nature hasdonefor me; am well pleas'd 
with it,and: proud of it. A man does wrong to 


the Great and Potent Giver of all things, te 


Oo4ax rC- 
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refuſe, diſannull, or disfigure- his Gift 5 He 
has made every thing well. O-mmia que ſe- 
Cicer. cundum Naturant ſunt eftimatione digna ſunt. 
All things that 'are _ to Nature are 

2, , worthy of efteew. Of Philoſophical Opini- 

E *'9, F ons, a9 willingly embrace thoſe that are 
molt ſolid ; that is to fay, the moſt humane, 

and moſt our own : my Diſcourſe is, ſai- 

tably to my manners, low and” humble : I 

1,,-£;) then bring forth a Child to my own liking, 
— when it puits it ſelf upon 1ts Ergo's, to 
prove that 'tis a barbarous alliance to mar- 

ry the Divine with the Earthly, the Reaſo- 

able with the Unreaſonable, the Severe with 

the I:dulgent, and the Honeſt with the Diſ- 

2p ovg)Poreſt That Pleafure is a brutiſh quality, 
| unwotthy to be taſted by a wiſe man. That 
the ſole Pleafure that he extracts from the 
enjoyment of a fair young Wite, is »a 
pleaſure of his Conſcience, to perform an 
action according to order 3 as to put on his 


/ 
_ 


« Boots for a profitable Journey. Oh, that his | 


followers had no more right, nor nerves, 

nor juyce, in getting their Wives Maiden- 
£1,,ovf" heads, than ' in his Leſſons. 'Tis not what 
Jv, y | . —— A” 
Socrates ſays; who is both his Maſter 

and” ours. He values as he ought Bodis 
ly pleaſure, but 'he preferrs that of the 
Soul, as having more force, conſtancy, fa- 
cility,. variety and dignity. This, according 
to him, goes by no means «/oxe, he is not ſo 
fantaſtick, but only-it goes firſt. Temperance 

. in him is the Moderatrix, not the _—— 
. | OO _— D 


y63 SCeignenr de Montaigne's Eſſays. Book III. - 


&sa = 7 


| --  —_ 


re m5 * QhD.S> SS Be 


nn} yam, BY 


i.” ta | ai. _——_ MM. "Y ” act  &, ny LA a wk *L df # 


of | his Pleaſures. : Nature is a = gaide, 
but not more ſweet and gentle than -prudent 


and juſt. Intrangdum eſt in reruns naturan + Cicero de 
penitus quid ea poſtulet, per videndum..' A man fn % 5: 


muſt ſearch into the Natare of things, and ex- 
amine what ſhe requires, I hunt after her foot 
throughout, but we have confounded jt with 
artificial Traces. And that Academick and 
Peripatetick good, which is to live according 
to it,' becomes by this means hard to-limit 
and explain. And:rhat of the Stotcks,;Coufin- 
German to it, which 1s to conſent to! Nature; 
Is it not an errour to eſteem any ARions leſs 
worthy, becauſe they are Neceflary > And 
yet they cannot beat-it out of'my Head, that 
It is not a convenient. marriage of .Pleaſnre 
with Neceſſity, to which, ſays an Ancient, the 
Gods do always. conſent. To what end do 
we diſmember by. Divorce, a building uni- 
ted by ſo. mutual and brotherly a Correſpon- 
dence ? Let us, 'on the contrary, repair and 
corroborate it by mutual Offices, let the 
Mind roufe and quicken the heavineſs of the 


Body, and the Body ſtop and fix the levity + 
of.the Soyl.. Qui velut ſummun bonunm laudat Aug. verb. 


Anime Naturam, & tanquans maluns, Naturam 
Carnis accuſat, profeFo & Animam carnaliter 
appetit, &» Carnem carnaliter fugit, quoniam id 
Vanitate: ſentit humana, non veritale Diving. 
Who commends the Nature of the Soul as the ſu- 
prearm good, and accuſes the Nature of the Fleſh 
es evil, does certainly both carnally affeF the 
Soul, and carnally flies the fleſh, becauſe w 
DT Ne ie jo ; 
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fo poſſeſs'd through humane vanity, and not by 
Divine truth. In this Preſent that God has 
made us, there is nothing unworthy our 
care 3 we ſtand accountable even to an hair. 
And 'tis no ſlight Commiſſion to man, to 
condu& man according to his condition. 
'Tis expreſs, plain, and the principal injun- 
Qion of all, and the Creator has ſeriouſly 
and ſtriftly enjoyn'd it. Authority has alone 
the power to work upon common Under- 
ſtandings, 'and is of more weight in' a Fo. 
reign Language, and therefore let us again 
charge it. in this place. Stwltitia proprium ' 
quis non dixerit ignave, & contumaciter fa- 
cere que factenda ſunt 5. & alio corpus im- 
pellere, alio aninmm, diftrahique inter diver- 
fijſamos motus 8 Who will not ſay, that it is 
the property of folly, ſlothfully and contuma- 
ciouſly to perform what is to be done, and 
to bend the Body one way. and the Mind 
enother, and to be diſftrated betwixt moſt 
different motions Which to make apparent, 
makes any one another day tell you what 
whimſies and imaginations he put into his own 
pate, and upon the account of which he di- 
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 verted. his thoughts from a good meal, and 
' complains: of the time he ſpends in eating : 


you will find there: is nothing ſo mfipid 1n 
all: the: Diſhes at your Table, as this wiſe 
meditation: of his ( for the moſt part we had 
better fleep than- wake to the purpoſe -we 
do) and that his Diſcourſes: and Notions 


are not worth.the worſt Meſs there : 'Fhough 


they 


{ 


they were the Raptures of Archimedes him- 
a what were they worth ? [do not here 
ſpeak of, nor mw with the rabble of us 
ordinary men, and the vanity of the thoughts 
and defires that divert us, thoſe venerable 
Souls, elevated by the ardourx of Devotion 
and Religion, to. a conſtant and conſcienti- 
ous meditation of Divine things, who, by a 
hvely endeavour and vehement hope, pre- 

ing the uſe of the eternal nouriſhment, 
the final aim and laſt ſtep. of Chriſtian de- 
fires, . the ſole, conſtant, and incorruptible 
pleaſure, diſdain to. apply. themſelves to our 
neceſſitous, fluid, and ambiguous conveni- 
ences, and eaſily reſign to. the Body the care 
and uſe of* ſenſual and temperate feeding. 


'Tis a priviledg'd ſtudy. I have ever : amongt (da, PL 
ub- 


us oblerv'd, ſuperceleſtial opinions, and 


terranean manners,to be of ſingular accord, | 


fE ſop, that great man, ſaw his Maſter piſs as 
he walk'd : What, ſaid he, zzuſt we ther: 
dung as we run > Let us manage our time as 
well as we can, there will yet remain a great 
deal that will be. idle and ill employ. 
As if the Mind had not other hours enow 
wherein to do its. buſineſs, without diſaſſo- 
ciating it ſelf from the Body, 1n that little 
ſpace it needs for its neceſſity. They will 
put themſelves out of themſelves, and eſcape 
from being men. 'Tis folly, inſtead of trans- 
forming themſelves into Azgels, they trans- 


themlelves into Beaſts, and inſtead of 
elevating, lay themſclves lower. Theſe tran- | 


ſcen- 
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ſcendent Humours affright me, like high and 
inacceſſible Cliffs and —_— And no- 
thing. is' hard for me to digeſt in the Life of 
Soryates, but his Ecftaſier, and cammunicati- 
on with'Devils. Nothing ſo Humane in Pla- 
#0, as that for which they ſay he was call'd 
Dzvine. And of our Sciences, thoſe ſeem to 
be the moſt terreſtrial and low that are 
higheſt mounted. And I find nothing ſo hum- 
-ble-and- mortal ' in the Life of Alexaxder, 
as his fancies about immortalization. Phzlo- 
is pleaſantly quipt him in his anſwer. He 
congratulated him by Letter concerning the 
Oracle of Jupiter Hammon, who had plac'd 
-bim amongſt the Gods 3 Upon thy acconnt, I 
am glad of it, ſaid he, but the mem-are to be 14+ 
mented, who are to live with a man, and to 
obey him, who exceeds, and is not conten- 
ted with the meaſure of a man. Dzis te min- 
rem quod geris, imperas. Becauſe thou carrieſt 
thy ſelf lower than the Gods, thou doſt rule 
41d command. The queint Ioſcription where- 
with the Athenians honour'd the entry of 
Pompey into their City, is conformable to my 
ſenſe : | | 
D'autant es tn Dieu, comme 
Ti te recognots homme. 


By ſo much thou a God appearſt to be, 
By how much thou a man confeſleſt thee. 


G hu” 'Tis an abſolute, and as it were,a Divine Per- 
fetion, for a man to know how loyally ta 
Ft In. enjoy 
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enjoy his Being : We ſeek other conditions, 
by reaſon we do not underſtand the uſe of 
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our own ; and go out of our ſelves, becauſe | 


' 


we know not how there to. reſide. "Tis to | 
much purpoſe to go npon ſtilts, for. when | 


And when ſeated upon_the moſt elevated 
Throne in the World, we are but ſeated up- 


on our Breech. The faireſt Lives, in my opi- ' 
nion, are thoſe which regularly accommodate | 
themſelyes to the common -and humane mo- | 
del; but without miracle, and without ex- | 
travagance. But old Age ſtands a little in 
need of a more gentle Treatment. Let us re- 
commend it to God, the ProteQor of Health 
and Wiſdom, but withall, let us be gay and 
ſociable : | 


Frui paratis & valido mihi 
Latoe dones, & precor integra 
Cum mente, nec turpem ſenetan 
Degere, nec Cythara carentem. 


65) 
upon ſtilts, we muſt yet walk upon our L&s;z | © 


v) 


Latond's Son, i Sir Richard 
In Mind, and Bodies health my own Fanſhaw. 


Tenjoy 3 old Age from dotage free, 
And ſolac'd with the Lute, give me. 


The end of the Third and laft Book 
_ of Montaigns Eſſays. 


